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CHAI R DO: Good nor ni ng,
everyone. I"mcalling this neeting to
order at 10:02 a.m | am Davi d Do,

t he Comm ssioner and Chair of the Taxi
& Li mousine Comm ssion. And |'m
joined by two of our Comm ssioners

t hi s norning. | want to thank them
for being here. Comm ssioner
Sorrentino and Conm ssi oner Aguado.

Today, we have two public
hearings. The first hearing is on the
proposed rule that would amend
sections to the existing vehicle
specification rules governing
non- accessi ble medallion taxi cab
| i censes. This rule package woul d
allow fully electric vehicles to serve
as taxis.

The second hearing is on an
update to the rules to correct typos,
fix certain cross references and to
update certain obsol ete provisions of
our rule book.

And | want to thank our | egal
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and policy divisions for working so
hard on sonme of those changes.

But before we begin, | have
several announcenments. First is on
MRP Plus. We have seen an outstanding
amount of relief delivered in this
program 1,669 medalli on owners have
gone through this program and we have
reduced debt by 326 mllion dollars.

Medal | i on owners can still
participate in this program and have
until January 17th to start the
process. Please visit nyc.gov/taxi
for nmore information on this program

The Comm ssion will also be
passing rules soon to allow owners
with eligibility fromfive to six
medal lions. So if you own six or |ess
medal I i ons, you would qualify for the
MRP Pl us program

The next item | want to talk
about is the taxi fare increase and
the m ni num pay standards. And | want

to speak directly to our 172,000
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| i censees.

As you all know, at our | ast
meeting on November 15th, we passed
two new rules. The taxi meter rate of
I ncrease, which was passed
unani nously, and the new m ni mum pay
standards for high volume vehicles.

| remember distinctly the joy in
that room Our drivers who were
i mpacted by the outsize of the
inflation were able to get a raise.
And now, you know, on Decenber 19t h,
the taxi meter fare went into effect.
But the m ni mum pay increase did not.
And that's because Uber sued the TLC
to stop it.

But the fight does not end
there. We will continue to fight in
court and make sure that we | ead that
fight so that we will win in court and
make sure that all of our drivers, our
passengers and our city's residents
wi Il have a healthy fleet of drivers

that are able to conpete with rise in
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costs.

| want everyone to know, right,
we are on the forefront and we wil
keep fighting so that our drivers
deserve the raise that the Comm ssion
unani mously voted on.

And now I will hand it over to
our deputy general counsel, Carolyn
Wol pert to go through the speaker |i st
t oday.

MS. WOLPERT, ESQ.: Thank you,
Comm ssi oner .

Good morni ng, everyone. \hen |
call your name, this is for the
speakers, you can unnute your
m crophone and begin your testinony.
Each speaker will be allotted
three mnutes to speak. The time
limt will be strictly enforced, and a
30-second warning will be provided.
But at that point, you need to
conclude your testinony when your tinme
limt is up.

The video of these hearings and
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2 copies of all witten comments will be
3 provided to the Comm ssioners prior to
4 the vote on these rules at the next

5 Comm ssi on meeti ng.

6 Wth that, we'll begin our first
7 public hearing on electric vehicles as
8 taxis. And | will call our first

9 speaker.

10 |*'m getting a nessage -- | don't
11 t hi nk we have someone who did ask to
12 speak. So | think we'll start, Peter,
13 with you. So if you are ready, Peter,
14 | think you wanted to speak on the

15 regul atory review;, is that right?

16 MR. MAZER: That's correct.

17 Good nor ni ng.

18 MS. WOLPERT, ESQ.: Okay. So if
19 we can go ahead. Thank you.

20 MR. MAZER: Sure. Good norning.
21 My name is Peter Mazer. | "' m gener al
22 counsel to the Metropolitan Taxicab

23 Board of Trade. W are a trade

24 associ ation that represents owners and
25 operators of license medallion
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t axi cabs, and we al so provide a full
service driver center that provides
assi stance in admnistrative and ot her
proceedi ngs on behalf of drivers who
| ease from our menbers.

| would like to -- I"mgoing to
submt written comments today with
respect to these rules. There are 17
proposed changes. \While the statement
of basis and purpose descri bed as the
proposed changes as technical and
clerical in many cases, four of the
changes that | would Iike to focus on
are quite substantiative.

| have written coments, and |
ask that they be part of the record
and that they be presented to the
Comm ssi oners before any vote is
t aken.

One of these proposed changes
would limt the use of -- on how
agents provide -- deal with credit
card paynents to subl ease drivers.

Agents generally work with one driver,
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a | ease driver, and then they sub --
and then that driver subleases to

ot her drivers. The drivers settle up
their credit card anmounts between

t hemsel ves. But because of an oath
ruling that says that sublease drivers
cannot file clains against |ease
drivers, the lease driver -- the

| essee is required to make the
payments to the | ease drivers. And
this rule would change that.

We are submtting witten
coments and we believe that the
better approach would be to have the
| ease driver responsible to his
subl ease driver because the |ease
driver has contact with that driver
and the | ease driver is in fact the
one who retains the sublease driver
and should be responsible for dealing
with the credit card paynments.

The second provision calls for a
change in | ease term nation

provi sions, which now call for the
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right, if it provides in a contract
that there be a reasonable term nation
fee. This fee has to be spelled out
in the contract and it nust be
reasonabl e.

The one word reasonable is now
replaced with a section of rules of
about 175 words descri bing exactly
what the | ease term nation payment --

TI MEKEEPER: Thirty seconds
remai ni ng.

MR. MAZER: Thank you.

And we believe that the better
approach is also to continue to make
no change to the rule.

We al so are concerned about the
agents and the rule that now requires
t hat agents be jointly liable with
medal | i on owners for certain rule
violations. This could result in the
suspensi on of agent |icenses for
m sconduct by medallion owners because
of the joint and several liability

provision. And we ask that the rule
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not be changed in that regard.

As | stated earlier, my witten
comments - -

TI MEKEEPER: Tinme has expired.

MR. MAZER: -- and we ask that
t hey be included as part of the
record.

Thank you for your tinme.

MS. WOLPERT, ESQ.: Thank you
very much, M. Mazer

Our next speaker is | believe
Raul Rivera. And I think he wants to
speak on the electric vehicles. So if
there's no one else seeking to speak
on the regulatory review, we'll end
t his public hearing.

MR. Rl VERA: Yes.

MS. WOLPERT, ESQ.: M. Rivera,
is that you?

MR. RIVERA: Yes. Can you hear
me? Can you see me? Can you see nme?

MS. WOLPERT, ESQ.: Can't see
you. Can hear you.

MR. RI VERA: Do we have video in
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this meeting?

MS. WOLPERT, ESQ.: | believe
so. | think we can take a mnute to
see if we can get that going.

MR. RIVERA: Okay. Okay. Hold
on, hold on. Okay. Now.

MS. WOLPERT, ESQ.: Okay.

Pl ease go ahead with your conments.

MR. RIVERA: Good norning, and
t hank you for having this hearing. |
know one of the topics is going to be
EV vehicles, and | wanted to bring to
the attention of the Comm ssioner, a
concern that | have. And | don't

think a | ot of people are really going

to touch on it, but I'"mgoing to touch
on it.

And as an advocate, |'m al so
going to speak out on it. It has to

do with EMF. \What are EMF? EMF are
el ectric magnetic fields. 111

repeat, electric magnetic fields. So
we know about wireless devices causing

radi ati on. There's a -- | think
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there's a study that should be done by
the TLC, by the City. W are also
going to speak with council menbers
that are interested in |ooking into

t his.

Basically, when you get into an
electric vehicle, it's almst |ike
getting into a mcrowave. And it's
out of sight, out of mnd. A ot of
people don't see it, but there's EMF
ratings that are very high in the
vehicle. There's a |lot of information
out there on this, but it's never
spoken about.

So we want to encourage the
Comm ssioner and the TLC to do a study
on the effects of these EMFs on
passengers and on drivers. Especially
the driver who is always in the car,
at | east eight to 10 hours a day. |
think it's very inmportant that
sonmet hi ng gets done about this.

Whether it's true or false, we know

that the batteries are very big and
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they're under the vehicles.

Al so, the comuter vans, they're
tal ki ng about putting electric
commut er vans in Brooklyn and the
City. The commuter vans also going to
have even bigger batteries with bigger
electric magnetic fields. So that's
somet hing TLC should | ook into and the
City.

And | thank you for your time.

MS. WOLPERT, ESQ.: Thank you
very much, M. Rivera.

That concl udes our comments for
t oday, and concl udes our second public
heari ng.

CHAIR DO | first want to thank
everyone for being here today and
t hank the TLC for -- for helping get
this -- get this going and wi shing not
only all of our team menbers a happy
hol i day, but also thanking all those
who are watching a happy holiday.

And | want to also thank again

Comm ssioner Sorrentino and
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Comm ssi oner Aguado for being here

today to support this public hearing.

And with that, the time is

10: 13, and 1"l adjourn this meeting.

Thank you.
(TIVE NOTED: 10:13 a.m)
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1
2 CERTI FI CATE
3
4 STATE OF NEW YORK)
5 : SS
6 COUNTY OF NASSAU)
.
8 |, Elbia Brumt, a Notary Public within
9 and for the State of New York, do hereby certify:
10 | reported the proceedings in the
11 within-entitled matter, and that the within
12 transcript is a true record of such proceedings to
13 the best of my ability.
14 | further certify that I am not rel ated
15 to any of the parties to this action by bl ood or
16 marriage; and that | amin no way interested in
17 the outcome of this matter.
18 | N W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set
19 my hand this 28th day of December, 2022.
20
21
22 )
23
24
25
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