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Public Realm
Working Group Recommendations*

Please refer to the Working Group Recommendations Handout (see nyc.gov/gowanus) for the full list of recommendations 
that are mutually supported, as well as recommendations that require further consideration and information. 

*

CANAL AND UPLAND AREAS

NYCHA DEVELOPMENTS

IBZ BOUNDARY

Materials that reflect 
the neighborhood’s 
built character.

A vibrant and lively 
Canal front with a 
variety of commercial 
uses, artist studios and 
other active uses

Opportunities to get 
down to the water for 
water related activities

Improvements to existing 
open spaces with better 
lighting, safety and 
accessible design features 

A canal front design 
that responds to 
the unique canal 
condition , including 
flood risk and sea level 
rise implications

Street redesign strategies 
such as curb extensions, 
planted medians, bike lanes 
etc. to address mobility and 
traffic issues

An interpretation plan for 
Gowanus that recognizes 
and celebrates key themes 
in the area’s history 

Evaluation of historic resources to 
identify potentially LPC-eligible 
properties and other preservation 
opportunities.   

Additional 
connections to and 
across the Canal

Active frontages with 
commercial uses, cafes 
and restaurants along 
key corridors

Ground floors and street 
design elements to enhance 
the pedestrian experience

A variety of open 
spaces, plazas and 
parklets 

KEY CORRIDORS 

ADDL. CONNECTIONS

CANAL CROSSINGS

ACTIVE EDGES

GREEN STREETS
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