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By David Brand
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Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh 
“State of the City” address Thursday, pledg-
ing to preserve the city’s affordable housing, 
expand education and help small businesses.

De Blasio, speaking at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History, laid out his vision 
for the entire city, but many of his proposals 

will have a specific impact on Queens. 
From reopening communities centers in 

neighborhoods beset by municipal disin-
vestment to helping small business owners 
negotiate leases with their landlords, Queens 
played a key role in the mayor’s annual ad-
dress. 

Assisting small businesses
The celebration at Neir’s Tavern lasted 

deep into the night on Jan. 10, as patrons, in-
cluding Mayor Bill de Blasio, toasted a lease 
agreement that would enable the 190-year-old 
Woodhaven watering hole to stay in business.

Local elected officials, the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce and even the de Blasio 
administration stepped in to help broker a 
new deal that would keep the historic bar in 

Flushing community board set 
to vote on controversial rezoning

Mayor pledges to protect business, serve 
youth and build homes during annual address
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ADDISLEIGH PARK WAS DESIGNATED 
a New York City historic district during Black 
History Month in 2011. The New York City 
Historic Districts Council is celebrating the 
neighborhood’s rich and distinctive history 
this month. 

AS RACIAL COVENANTS SEGRE-
gated the city’s neighborhoods, Addisleigh 
Park transformed from an exclusively 
white neighborhood into one of New York 
City’s premier African-American enclaves 
by the early 1950s. The area was home to 
luminaries like Count Basie, Lena Horne, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Illinois Jacquet, Jackie 
Robinson, James Brown, Joe Louis, Milt 
Hinton, Roy Campanella, Percy Sutton and 
Cootie Williams.

ERICA VLADIMER, A CANDIDATE 
challenging Carolyn Maloney in the 
Democratic primary for New York’s 12th 
Congressional District, exited the race Friday. 
Her departure leaves three other candidates 
challenging Maloney, who has served in 
Congress since 1993.

THE NEW YORK SENATE ENVI-
ronmental Conservation Committee approved 
a bill sponsored by State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo, Jr. to require hard lids or sturdy 
tarps on top of “trash trains.” The coverings 
would prevent putrid goop from falling out of 
the train cars as they travel.

“APART FROM THE FOUL ODORS 
and spilled garbage that many of my 
constituents are burdened with on a regular 
basis, the trash trains have other negative 
repercussions on the environment, local 
property values and the public health,” 
Addabbo said. 

SAVE THE DATE: THE QUEENS 
County Bar Association will host its annual 
Judiciary, Past Presidents and Golden 
Jubilarian dinner on Tuesday, March 31 at 6 
p.m. at the QCBA Office.

THE QCBA WILL THEN HOLD ITS 
143rd Annual Dinner and Installation of 
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Queens 
commitments

By Victoria Merlino
Queens Daily Eagle

Community Board 7 will vote today on a 
hotly contested plan to rezone the Flushing 
waterfront, which would allow developers to 
build condos, hotels, shops and office space 
along Flushing Creek. The advisory vote is 
the latest phase in the city’s land use process 
for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
weigh in before the project goes before the 
City Council, which traditionally votes in 
lock step with the local Councilmember Peter 
Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.

Brownfield remediation, or the process of 
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WORLD WAR II VETERAN OLIVER 
Neligan fought off a mugger with a cup of 
coffee and his bare hands after being attacked 
from behind in Woodside on Sunday. He was 
not seriously injured in the scuffle. “We all 
worked hard through our lives and at least we 
should be able to go to church and go shop-
ping without being mugged,” Neligan told
Pix 11.


FDNY MARINE COMPANY 4 RESCUED 
boaters stranded in Little Neck Bay during 
Tropical Storm Isaias despite zero visibility 
and choppy waters.


A 31-YEAR-OLD MAN FROM CAM-
bria Heights was sentenced to 10 years in pris-
on for attempting to kill his girlfriend in 2018. 
He attacked after woman, who is transgender, 
after she refused to have sex with other people 
for money.


“ANYONE WHO FEELS TRAPPED BY
circumstances similar to this victim’s should 
know this: You are not alone,” said District At-
torney Melinda Katz. “We are here to continue 
to vigorously prosecute such cases and protect 
victims of trafficking and assault.”


GOV. ANDREW CUOMO SIGNED A
bill allowing the manufacture and sale of spiked 
ice cream to put the industry “on a path of sus-
tained growth that empowers both producers and 
consumers.” The alcohol content of the frozen 
treats will be limited to five percent and require 
the same warning labels as alcoholic beverages.


HUNDREDS OF NEW YORKERS TOOK 
to the streets of Brooklyn on Saturday in sup-
port of the 89-year-old Asian woman set on 
fire and to condemn the decision to not clas-
sify the attack as a hate crime. The peaceful 
march, co-organized b y Queens native Wil-
liam Lex Ham, was also a demonstration 
against the stereotype of Asian docility.


“WE’RE OFTEN SILENCED AND WHEN 
we express our grievances, and when we ex-
press our pain, the outside perception is, ‘Why 
don’t you speak up?’” Ham told Brooklyn Pa-
per. “We’re done with being invisible in our 
own country.”


COUNCILMEMBER DONOVAN RICH-
ards announced his support for a development 
project on the 28-acre plot of land along the An-
able Basin previously coveted by Amazon, citing 
the potential for new jobs and affordable housing. 
A quarter of the 5,700 apartments in the proposed 
development would be inclusionary, though an 
income range has not yet been specified.

By David Brand and Teresa Mettela
Queens Daily Eagle

More than 46,000 Queens residents were 
without power Wednesday afternoon, 24 hours 
after an intense tropical storm tore through the 
borough. About 57,000 borough customers lost 

power at some point during the heavy winds 
and rain, complicating life for people stuck at 
home as a result of COVID-19.

The whipping winds of Tropical Storm Isaias 
ripped down trees across Queens, causing sig-
nificant damage to homes and cars and killing 

at least one man in Briarwood who was sitting 
in his van when a tree fell on top of the vehicle.

Queens residents who work or take classes 
remotely said the outages have paralyzed their 
ability to stay connected.

Continued on page 2

A tree fell across wires in
Queens Village, knocking
out power and upending

a chunk of sidewalk.
Photo by Teresa Mettela

Queens Housing 
Court trials

will resume in 
September

Hon. Anthony Cannataro is the administrative judge for New York City Civil Court. 
Eagle file photo by Rob Abruzzese

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

In-person trials of pending Housing Court 
matters will resume in Queens in early Sep-
tember, according to a memo from New York 
City’s top Civil Court judge Wednesday.

Trials will resume “on or about” Sept. 8, 
said Hon. Anthony Cannataro, the citywide 
administrative judge of the Civil Court of the 
City of New York. Manhattan Housing court 
will also restart in-person trials that day. 

“The Supervising Judges will select cas-
es for trial, prioritizing, for the time being, 
two-attorney matters that were placed on the 
trial calendar before March 16, 2020, and 
which cannot be resolved virtually,” Cannata-
ro said.

Continued on page 12

LIGHTS OUT
57,000 Queens
residents lose power
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Tuesday storm
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Community Board 7 will vote today on a 
hotly contested plan to rezone the Flushing 
waterfront, which would allow developers to 
build condos, hotels, shops and office space 
along Flushing Creek. The advisory vote is 
the latest phase in the city’s land use process 
for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
weigh in before the project goes before the 
City Council, which traditionally votes in 
lock step with the local Councilmember Peter 
Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.

Brownfield remediation, or the process of 
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Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh 
“State of the City” address Thursday, pledg-
ing to preserve the city’s affordable housing, 
expand education and help small businesses.

De Blasio, speaking at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History, laid out his vision 
for the entire city, but many of his proposals 

will have a specific impact on Queens. 
From reopening communities centers in 

neighborhoods beset by municipal disin-
vestment to helping small business owners 
negotiate leases with their landlords, Queens 
played a key role in the mayor’s annual ad-
dress. 

Assisting small businesses
The celebration at Neir’s Tavern lasted 

deep into the night on Jan. 10, as patrons, in-
cluding Mayor Bill de Blasio, toasted a lease 
agreement that would enable the 190-year-old 
Woodhaven watering hole to stay in business.

Local elected officials, the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce and even the de Blasio 
administration stepped in to help broker a 
new deal that would keep the historic bar in 

Flushing community board set 
to vote on controversial rezoning
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this month. 
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Park transformed from an exclusively 
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by the early 1950s. The area was home to 
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Robinson, James Brown, Joe Louis, Milt 
Hinton, Roy Campanella, Percy Sutton and 
Cootie Williams.

ERICA VLADIMER, A CANDIDATE 
challenging Carolyn Maloney in the 
Democratic primary for New York’s 12th 
Congressional District, exited the race Friday. 
Her departure leaves three other candidates 
challenging Maloney, who has served in 
Congress since 1993.

THE NEW YORK SENATE ENVI-
ronmental Conservation Committee approved 
a bill sponsored by State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo, Jr. to require hard lids or sturdy 
tarps on top of “trash trains.” The coverings 
would prevent putrid goop from falling out of 
the train cars as they travel.

“APART FROM THE FOUL ODORS 
and spilled garbage that many of my 
constituents are burdened with on a regular 
basis, the trash trains have other negative 
repercussions on the environment, local 
property values and the public health,” 
Addabbo said. 
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WORLD WAR II VETERAN OLIVER 
Neligan fought off a mugger with a cup of 
coffee and his bare hands after being attacked 
from behind in Woodside on Sunday. He was 
not seriously injured in the scuffle. “We all 
worked hard through our lives and at least we 
should be able to go to church and go shop-
ping without being mugged,” Neligan told
Pix 11.


FDNY MARINE COMPANY 4 RESCUED 
boaters stranded in Little Neck Bay during 
Tropical Storm Isaias despite zero visibility 
and choppy waters.


A 31-YEAR-OLD MAN FROM CAM-
bria Heights was sentenced to 10 years in pris-
on for attempting to kill his girlfriend in 2018. 
He attacked after woman, who is transgender, 
after she refused to have sex with other people 
for money.


“ANYONE WHO FEELS TRAPPED BY
circumstances similar to this victim’s should 
know this: You are not alone,” said District At-
torney Melinda Katz. “We are here to continue 
to vigorously prosecute such cases and protect 
victims of trafficking and assault.”


GOV. ANDREW CUOMO SIGNED A
bill allowing the manufacture and sale of spiked 
ice cream to put the industry “on a path of sus-
tained growth that empowers both producers and 
consumers.” The alcohol content of the frozen 
treats will be limited to five percent and require 
the same warning labels as alcoholic beverages.


HUNDREDS OF NEW YORKERS TOOK 
to the streets of Brooklyn on Saturday in sup-
port of the 89-year-old Asian woman set on 
fire and to condemn the decision to not clas-
sify the attack as a hate crime. The peaceful 
march, co-organized b y Queens native Wil-
liam Lex Ham, was also a demonstration 
against the stereotype of Asian docility.


“WE’RE OFTEN SILENCED AND WHEN 
we express our grievances, and when we ex-
press our pain, the outside perception is, ‘Why 
don’t you speak up?’” Ham told Brooklyn Pa-
per. “We’re done with being invisible in our 
own country.”


COUNCILMEMBER DONOVAN RICH-
ards announced his support for a development 
project on the 28-acre plot of land along the An-
able Basin previously coveted by Amazon, citing 
the potential for new jobs and affordable housing. 
A quarter of the 5,700 apartments in the proposed 
development would be inclusionary, though an 
income range has not yet been specified.

By David Brand and Teresa Mettela
Queens Daily Eagle

More than 46,000 Queens residents were 
without power Wednesday afternoon, 24 hours 
after an intense tropical storm tore through the 
borough. About 57,000 borough customers lost 

power at some point during the heavy winds 
and rain, complicating life for people stuck at 
home as a result of COVID-19.

The whipping winds of Tropical Storm Isaias 
ripped down trees across Queens, causing sig-
nificant damage to homes and cars and killing 

at least one man in Briarwood who was sitting 
in his van when a tree fell on top of the vehicle.

Queens residents who work or take classes 
remotely said the outages have paralyzed their 
ability to stay connected.

Continued on page 2

A tree fell across wires in
Queens Village, knocking
out power and upending

a chunk of sidewalk.
Photo by Teresa Mettela

Queens Housing 
Court trials

will resume in 
September

Hon. Anthony Cannataro is the administrative judge for New York City Civil Court. 
Eagle file photo by Rob Abruzzese

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

In-person trials of pending Housing Court 
matters will resume in Queens in early Sep-
tember, according to a memo from New York 
City’s top Civil Court judge Wednesday.

Trials will resume “on or about” Sept. 8, 
said Hon. Anthony Cannataro, the citywide 
administrative judge of the Civil Court of the 
City of New York. Manhattan Housing court 
will also restart in-person trials that day. 

“The Supervising Judges will select cas-
es for trial, prioritizing, for the time being, 
two-attorney matters that were placed on the 
trial calendar before March 16, 2020, and 
which cannot be resolved virtually,” Cannata-
ro said.

Continued on page 12

LIGHTS OUT
57,000 Queens
residents lose power
during intense
Tuesday storm

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh 
“State of the City” address Thursday, pledg-
ing to preserve the city’s affordable housing, 
expand education and help small businesses.

De Blasio, speaking at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History, laid out his vision 
for the entire city, but many of his proposals 

will have a specific impact on Queens. 
From reopening communities centers in 

neighborhoods beset by municipal disin-
vestment to helping small business owners 
negotiate leases with their landlords, Queens 
played a key role in the mayor’s annual ad-
dress. 

Assisting small businesses
The celebration at Neir’s Tavern lasted 

deep into the night on Jan. 10, as patrons, in-
cluding Mayor Bill de Blasio, toasted a lease 
agreement that would enable the 190-year-old 
Woodhaven watering hole to stay in business.

Local elected officials, the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce and even the de Blasio 
administration stepped in to help broker a 
new deal that would keep the historic bar in 

Flushing community board set 
to vote on controversial rezoning

Mayor pledges to protect business, serve 
youth and build homes during annual address
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ADDISLEIGH PARK WAS DESIGNATED 
a New York City historic district during Black 
History Month in 2011. The New York City 
Historic Districts Council is celebrating the 
neighborhood’s rich and distinctive history 
this month. 

AS RACIAL COVENANTS SEGRE-
gated the city’s neighborhoods, Addisleigh 
Park transformed from an exclusively 
white neighborhood into one of New York 
City’s premier African-American enclaves 
by the early 1950s. The area was home to 
luminaries like Count Basie, Lena Horne, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Illinois Jacquet, Jackie 
Robinson, James Brown, Joe Louis, Milt 
Hinton, Roy Campanella, Percy Sutton and 
Cootie Williams.

ERICA VLADIMER, A CANDIDATE 
challenging Carolyn Maloney in the 
Democratic primary for New York’s 12th 
Congressional District, exited the race Friday. 
Her departure leaves three other candidates 
challenging Maloney, who has served in 
Congress since 1993.

THE NEW YORK SENATE ENVI-
ronmental Conservation Committee approved 
a bill sponsored by State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo, Jr. to require hard lids or sturdy 
tarps on top of “trash trains.” The coverings 
would prevent putrid goop from falling out of 
the train cars as they travel.

“APART FROM THE FOUL ODORS 
and spilled garbage that many of my 
constituents are burdened with on a regular 
basis, the trash trains have other negative 
repercussions on the environment, local 
property values and the public health,” 
Addabbo said. 

SAVE THE DATE: THE QUEENS 
County Bar Association will host its annual 
Judiciary, Past Presidents and Golden 
Jubilarian dinner on Tuesday, March 31 at 6 
p.m. at the QCBA Office.

THE QCBA WILL THEN HOLD ITS 
143rd Annual Dinner and Installation of 
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Community Board 7 will vote today on a 
hotly contested plan to rezone the Flushing 
waterfront, which would allow developers to 
build condos, hotels, shops and office space 
along Flushing Creek. The advisory vote is 
the latest phase in the city’s land use process 
for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
weigh in before the project goes before the 
City Council, which traditionally votes in 
lock step with the local Councilmember Peter 
Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.

Brownfield remediation, or the process of 
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ADDISLEIGH PARK WAS DESIGNATED 
a New York City historic district during Black 
History Month in 2011. The New York City 
Historic Districts Council is celebrating the 
neighborhood’s rich and distinctive history 
this month. 

AS RACIAL COVENANTS SEGRE-
gated the city’s neighborhoods, Addisleigh 
Park transformed from an exclusively 
white neighborhood into one of New York 
City’s premier African-American enclaves 
by the early 1950s. The area was home to 
luminaries like Count Basie, Lena Horne, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Illinois Jacquet, Jackie 
Robinson, James Brown, Joe Louis, Milt 
Hinton, Roy Campanella, Percy Sutton and 
Cootie Williams.

ERICA VLADIMER, A CANDIDATE 
challenging Carolyn Maloney in the 
Democratic primary for New York’s 12th 
Congressional District, exited the race Friday. 
Her departure leaves three other candidates 
challenging Maloney, who has served in 
Congress since 1993.

THE NEW YORK SENATE ENVI-
ronmental Conservation Committee approved 
a bill sponsored by State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo, Jr. to require hard lids or sturdy 
tarps on top of “trash trains.” The coverings 
would prevent putrid goop from falling out of 
the train cars as they travel.

“APART FROM THE FOUL ODORS 
and spilled garbage that many of my 
constituents are burdened with on a regular 
basis, the trash trains have other negative 
repercussions on the environment, local 
property values and the public health,” 
Addabbo said. 

SAVE THE DATE: THE QUEENS 
County Bar Association will host its annual 
Judiciary, Past Presidents and Golden 
Jubilarian dinner on Tuesday, March 31 at 6 
p.m. at the QCBA Office.

THE QCBA WILL THEN HOLD ITS 
143rd Annual Dinner and Installation of 













Continued on page 2

QUEENS
TODAY

February 10, 2020

Continued on page 10

Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh State of the City address at the American Museum of Natural History on Thursday. Many of 
his proposals will have a particular impact on Queens.                   Michael Appleton/Mayoral Photography Office

Continued on page 2
Councilmember Peter Koo helped inaugurate the new Flushing Creek waterfront 
esplanade in September 2019.              Photo by John McCarten via City Council/Flickr

Queens 
commitments

By Victoria Merlino
Queens Daily Eagle

Community Board 7 will vote today on a 
hotly contested plan to rezone the Flushing 
waterfront, which would allow developers to 
build condos, hotels, shops and office space 
along Flushing Creek. The advisory vote is 
the latest phase in the city’s land use process 
for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
weigh in before the project goes before the 
City Council, which traditionally votes in 
lock step with the local Councilmember Peter 
Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.

Brownfield remediation, or the process of 
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WORLD WAR II VETERAN OLIVER 
Neligan fought off a mugger with a cup of 
coffee and his bare hands after being attacked 
from behind in Woodside on Sunday. He was 
not seriously injured in the scuffle. “We all 
worked hard through our lives and at least we 
should be able to go to church and go shop-
ping without being mugged,” Neligan told
Pix 11.


FDNY MARINE COMPANY 4 RESCUED 
boaters stranded in Little Neck Bay during 
Tropical Storm Isaias despite zero visibility 
and choppy waters.


A 31-YEAR-OLD MAN FROM CAM-
bria Heights was sentenced to 10 years in pris-
on for attempting to kill his girlfriend in 2018. 
He attacked after woman, who is transgender, 
after she refused to have sex with other people 
for money.


“ANYONE WHO FEELS TRAPPED BY
circumstances similar to this victim’s should 
know this: You are not alone,” said District At-
torney Melinda Katz. “We are here to continue 
to vigorously prosecute such cases and protect 
victims of trafficking and assault.”


GOV. ANDREW CUOMO SIGNED A
bill allowing the manufacture and sale of spiked 
ice cream to put the industry “on a path of sus-
tained growth that empowers both producers and 
consumers.” The alcohol content of the frozen 
treats will be limited to five percent and require 
the same warning labels as alcoholic beverages.


HUNDREDS OF NEW YORKERS TOOK 
to the streets of Brooklyn on Saturday in sup-
port of the 89-year-old Asian woman set on 
fire and to condemn the decision to not clas-
sify the attack as a hate crime. The peaceful 
march, co-organized b y Queens native Wil-
liam Lex Ham, was also a demonstration 
against the stereotype of Asian docility.


“WE’RE OFTEN SILENCED AND WHEN 
we express our grievances, and when we ex-
press our pain, the outside perception is, ‘Why 
don’t you speak up?’” Ham told Brooklyn Pa-
per. “We’re done with being invisible in our 
own country.”


COUNCILMEMBER DONOVAN RICH-
ards announced his support for a development 
project on the 28-acre plot of land along the An-
able Basin previously coveted by Amazon, citing 
the potential for new jobs and affordable housing. 
A quarter of the 5,700 apartments in the proposed 
development would be inclusionary, though an 
income range has not yet been specified.

By David Brand and Teresa Mettela
Queens Daily Eagle

More than 46,000 Queens residents were 
without power Wednesday afternoon, 24 hours 
after an intense tropical storm tore through the 
borough. About 57,000 borough customers lost 

power at some point during the heavy winds 
and rain, complicating life for people stuck at 
home as a result of COVID-19.

The whipping winds of Tropical Storm Isaias 
ripped down trees across Queens, causing sig-
nificant damage to homes and cars and killing 

at least one man in Briarwood who was sitting 
in his van when a tree fell on top of the vehicle.

Queens residents who work or take classes 
remotely said the outages have paralyzed their 
ability to stay connected.

Continued on page 2

A tree fell across wires in
Queens Village, knocking
out power and upending

a chunk of sidewalk.
Photo by Teresa Mettela

Queens Housing 
Court trials

will resume in 
September

Hon. Anthony Cannataro is the administrative judge for New York City Civil Court. 
Eagle file photo by Rob Abruzzese

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

In-person trials of pending Housing Court 
matters will resume in Queens in early Sep-
tember, according to a memo from New York 
City’s top Civil Court judge Wednesday.

Trials will resume “on or about” Sept. 8, 
said Hon. Anthony Cannataro, the citywide 
administrative judge of the Civil Court of the 
City of New York. Manhattan Housing court 
will also restart in-person trials that day. 

“The Supervising Judges will select cas-
es for trial, prioritizing, for the time being, 
two-attorney matters that were placed on the 
trial calendar before March 16, 2020, and 
which cannot be resolved virtually,” Cannata-
ro said.

Continued on page 12

LIGHTS OUT
57,000 Queens
residents lose power
during intense
Tuesday storm

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh 
“State of the City” address Thursday, pledg-
ing to preserve the city’s affordable housing, 
expand education and help small businesses.

De Blasio, speaking at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History, laid out his vision 
for the entire city, but many of his proposals 

will have a specific impact on Queens. 
From reopening communities centers in 

neighborhoods beset by municipal disin-
vestment to helping small business owners 
negotiate leases with their landlords, Queens 
played a key role in the mayor’s annual ad-
dress. 

Assisting small businesses
The celebration at Neir’s Tavern lasted 

deep into the night on Jan. 10, as patrons, in-
cluding Mayor Bill de Blasio, toasted a lease 
agreement that would enable the 190-year-old 
Woodhaven watering hole to stay in business.

Local elected officials, the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce and even the de Blasio 
administration stepped in to help broker a 
new deal that would keep the historic bar in 

Flushing community board set 
to vote on controversial rezoning

Mayor pledges to protect business, serve 
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ADDISLEIGH PARK WAS DESIGNATED 
a New York City historic district during Black 
History Month in 2011. The New York City 
Historic Districts Council is celebrating the 
neighborhood’s rich and distinctive history 
this month. 

AS RACIAL COVENANTS SEGRE-
gated the city’s neighborhoods, Addisleigh 
Park transformed from an exclusively 
white neighborhood into one of New York 
City’s premier African-American enclaves 
by the early 1950s. The area was home to 
luminaries like Count Basie, Lena Horne, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Illinois Jacquet, Jackie 
Robinson, James Brown, Joe Louis, Milt 
Hinton, Roy Campanella, Percy Sutton and 
Cootie Williams.

ERICA VLADIMER, A CANDIDATE 
challenging Carolyn Maloney in the 
Democratic primary for New York’s 12th 
Congressional District, exited the race Friday. 
Her departure leaves three other candidates 
challenging Maloney, who has served in 
Congress since 1993.

THE NEW YORK SENATE ENVI-
ronmental Conservation Committee approved 
a bill sponsored by State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo, Jr. to require hard lids or sturdy 
tarps on top of “trash trains.” The coverings 
would prevent putrid goop from falling out of 
the train cars as they travel.

“APART FROM THE FOUL ODORS 
and spilled garbage that many of my 
constituents are burdened with on a regular 
basis, the trash trains have other negative 
repercussions on the environment, local 
property values and the public health,” 
Addabbo said. 

SAVE THE DATE: THE QUEENS 
County Bar Association will host its annual 
Judiciary, Past Presidents and Golden 
Jubilarian dinner on Tuesday, March 31 at 6 
p.m. at the QCBA Office.

THE QCBA WILL THEN HOLD ITS 
143rd Annual Dinner and Installation of 













Continued on page 2

QUEENS
TODAY

February 10, 2020

Continued on page 10

Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh State of the City address at the American Museum of Natural History on Thursday. Many of 
his proposals will have a particular impact on Queens.                   Michael Appleton/Mayoral Photography Office

Continued on page 2
Councilmember Peter Koo helped inaugurate the new Flushing Creek waterfront 
esplanade in September 2019.              Photo by John McCarten via City Council/Flickr

Queens 
commitments

By Victoria Merlino
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Community Board 7 will vote today on a 
hotly contested plan to rezone the Flushing 
waterfront, which would allow developers to 
build condos, hotels, shops and office space 
along Flushing Creek. The advisory vote is 
the latest phase in the city’s land use process 
for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
weigh in before the project goes before the 
City Council, which traditionally votes in 
lock step with the local Councilmember Peter 
Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.

Brownfield remediation, or the process of 
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Neligan fought off a mugger with a cup of 
coffee and his bare hands after being attacked 
from behind in Woodside on Sunday. He was 
not seriously injured in the scuffle. “We all 
worked hard through our lives and at least we 
should be able to go to church and go shop-
ping without being mugged,” Neligan told
Pix 11.
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boaters stranded in Little Neck Bay during 
Tropical Storm Isaias despite zero visibility 
and choppy waters.


A 31-YEAR-OLD MAN FROM CAM-
bria Heights was sentenced to 10 years in pris-
on for attempting to kill his girlfriend in 2018. 
He attacked after woman, who is transgender, 
after she refused to have sex with other people 
for money.


“ANYONE WHO FEELS TRAPPED BY
circumstances similar to this victim’s should 
know this: You are not alone,” said District At-
torney Melinda Katz. “We are here to continue 
to vigorously prosecute such cases and protect 
victims of trafficking and assault.”
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bill allowing the manufacture and sale of spiked 
ice cream to put the industry “on a path of sus-
tained growth that empowers both producers and 
consumers.” The alcohol content of the frozen 
treats will be limited to five percent and require 
the same warning labels as alcoholic beverages.


HUNDREDS OF NEW YORKERS TOOK 
to the streets of Brooklyn on Saturday in sup-
port of the 89-year-old Asian woman set on 
fire and to condemn the decision to not clas-
sify the attack as a hate crime. The peaceful 
march, co-organized b y Queens native Wil-
liam Lex Ham, was also a demonstration 
against the stereotype of Asian docility.


“WE’RE OFTEN SILENCED AND WHEN 
we express our grievances, and when we ex-
press our pain, the outside perception is, ‘Why 
don’t you speak up?’” Ham told Brooklyn Pa-
per. “We’re done with being invisible in our 
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COUNCILMEMBER DONOVAN RICH-
ards announced his support for a development 
project on the 28-acre plot of land along the An-
able Basin previously coveted by Amazon, citing 
the potential for new jobs and affordable housing. 
A quarter of the 5,700 apartments in the proposed 
development would be inclusionary, though an 
income range has not yet been specified.
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borough. About 57,000 borough customers lost 

power at some point during the heavy winds 
and rain, complicating life for people stuck at 
home as a result of COVID-19.
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In-person trials of pending Housing Court 
matters will resume in Queens in early Sep-
tember, according to a memo from New York 
City’s top Civil Court judge Wednesday.

Trials will resume “on or about” Sept. 8, 
said Hon. Anthony Cannataro, the citywide 
administrative judge of the Civil Court of the 
City of New York. Manhattan Housing court 
will also restart in-person trials that day. 

“The Supervising Judges will select cas-
es for trial, prioritizing, for the time being, 
two-attorney matters that were placed on the 
trial calendar before March 16, 2020, and 
which cannot be resolved virtually,” Cannata-
ro said.

Continued on page 12

LIGHTS OUT
57,000 Queens
residents lose power
during intense
Tuesday storm

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh 
“State of the City” address Thursday, pledg-
ing to preserve the city’s affordable housing, 
expand education and help small businesses.

De Blasio, speaking at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History, laid out his vision 
for the entire city, but many of his proposals 

will have a specific impact on Queens. 
From reopening communities centers in 

neighborhoods beset by municipal disin-
vestment to helping small business owners 
negotiate leases with their landlords, Queens 
played a key role in the mayor’s annual ad-
dress. 

Assisting small businesses
The celebration at Neir’s Tavern lasted 

deep into the night on Jan. 10, as patrons, in-
cluding Mayor Bill de Blasio, toasted a lease 
agreement that would enable the 190-year-old 
Woodhaven watering hole to stay in business.

Local elected officials, the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce and even the de Blasio 
administration stepped in to help broker a 
new deal that would keep the historic bar in 

Flushing community board set 
to vote on controversial rezoning

Mayor pledges to protect business, serve 
youth and build homes during annual address
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ADDISLEIGH PARK WAS DESIGNATED 
a New York City historic district during Black 
History Month in 2011. The New York City 
Historic Districts Council is celebrating the 
neighborhood’s rich and distinctive history 
this month. 

AS RACIAL COVENANTS SEGRE-
gated the city’s neighborhoods, Addisleigh 
Park transformed from an exclusively 
white neighborhood into one of New York 
City’s premier African-American enclaves 
by the early 1950s. The area was home to 
luminaries like Count Basie, Lena Horne, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Illinois Jacquet, Jackie 
Robinson, James Brown, Joe Louis, Milt 
Hinton, Roy Campanella, Percy Sutton and 
Cootie Williams.

ERICA VLADIMER, A CANDIDATE 
challenging Carolyn Maloney in the 
Democratic primary for New York’s 12th 
Congressional District, exited the race Friday. 
Her departure leaves three other candidates 
challenging Maloney, who has served in 
Congress since 1993.

THE NEW YORK SENATE ENVI-
ronmental Conservation Committee approved 
a bill sponsored by State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo, Jr. to require hard lids or sturdy 
tarps on top of “trash trains.” The coverings 
would prevent putrid goop from falling out of 
the train cars as they travel.

“APART FROM THE FOUL ODORS 
and spilled garbage that many of my 
constituents are burdened with on a regular 
basis, the trash trains have other negative 
repercussions on the environment, local 
property values and the public health,” 
Addabbo said. 

SAVE THE DATE: THE QUEENS 
County Bar Association will host its annual 
Judiciary, Past Presidents and Golden 
Jubilarian dinner on Tuesday, March 31 at 6 
p.m. at the QCBA Office.

THE QCBA WILL THEN HOLD ITS 
143rd Annual Dinner and Installation of 
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Queens 
commitments

By Victoria Merlino
Queens Daily Eagle

Community Board 7 will vote today on a 
hotly contested plan to rezone the Flushing 
waterfront, which would allow developers to 
build condos, hotels, shops and office space 
along Flushing Creek. The advisory vote is 
the latest phase in the city’s land use process 
for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
weigh in before the project goes before the 
City Council, which traditionally votes in 
lock step with the local Councilmember Peter 
Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.

Brownfield remediation, or the process of 
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WORLD WAR II VETERAN OLIVER 
Neligan fought off a mugger with a cup of 
coffee and his bare hands after being attacked 
from behind in Woodside on Sunday. He was 
not seriously injured in the scuffle. “We all 
worked hard through our lives and at least we 
should be able to go to church and go shop-
ping without being mugged,” Neligan told
Pix 11.


FDNY MARINE COMPANY 4 RESCUED 
boaters stranded in Little Neck Bay during 
Tropical Storm Isaias despite zero visibility 
and choppy waters.


A 31-YEAR-OLD MAN FROM CAM-
bria Heights was sentenced to 10 years in pris-
on for attempting to kill his girlfriend in 2018. 
He attacked after woman, who is transgender, 
after she refused to have sex with other people 
for money.


“ANYONE WHO FEELS TRAPPED BY
circumstances similar to this victim’s should 
know this: You are not alone,” said District At-
torney Melinda Katz. “We are here to continue 
to vigorously prosecute such cases and protect 
victims of trafficking and assault.”


GOV. ANDREW CUOMO SIGNED A
bill allowing the manufacture and sale of spiked 
ice cream to put the industry “on a path of sus-
tained growth that empowers both producers and 
consumers.” The alcohol content of the frozen 
treats will be limited to five percent and require 
the same warning labels as alcoholic beverages.


HUNDREDS OF NEW YORKERS TOOK 
to the streets of Brooklyn on Saturday in sup-
port of the 89-year-old Asian woman set on 
fire and to condemn the decision to not clas-
sify the attack as a hate crime. The peaceful 
march, co-organized b y Queens native Wil-
liam Lex Ham, was also a demonstration 
against the stereotype of Asian docility.


“WE’RE OFTEN SILENCED AND WHEN 
we express our grievances, and when we ex-
press our pain, the outside perception is, ‘Why 
don’t you speak up?’” Ham told Brooklyn Pa-
per. “We’re done with being invisible in our 
own country.”


COUNCILMEMBER DONOVAN RICH-
ards announced his support for a development 
project on the 28-acre plot of land along the An-
able Basin previously coveted by Amazon, citing 
the potential for new jobs and affordable housing. 
A quarter of the 5,700 apartments in the proposed 
development would be inclusionary, though an 
income range has not yet been specified.

By David Brand and Teresa Mettela
Queens Daily Eagle

More than 46,000 Queens residents were 
without power Wednesday afternoon, 24 hours 
after an intense tropical storm tore through the 
borough. About 57,000 borough customers lost 

power at some point during the heavy winds 
and rain, complicating life for people stuck at 
home as a result of COVID-19.

The whipping winds of Tropical Storm Isaias 
ripped down trees across Queens, causing sig-
nificant damage to homes and cars and killing 

at least one man in Briarwood who was sitting 
in his van when a tree fell on top of the vehicle.

Queens residents who work or take classes 
remotely said the outages have paralyzed their 
ability to stay connected.

Continued on page 2

A tree fell across wires in
Queens Village, knocking
out power and upending

a chunk of sidewalk.
Photo by Teresa Mettela

Queens Housing 
Court trials

will resume in 
September

Hon. Anthony Cannataro is the administrative judge for New York City Civil Court. 
Eagle file photo by Rob Abruzzese

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

In-person trials of pending Housing Court 
matters will resume in Queens in early Sep-
tember, according to a memo from New York 
City’s top Civil Court judge Wednesday.

Trials will resume “on or about” Sept. 8, 
said Hon. Anthony Cannataro, the citywide 
administrative judge of the Civil Court of the 
City of New York. Manhattan Housing court 
will also restart in-person trials that day. 

“The Supervising Judges will select cas-
es for trial, prioritizing, for the time being, 
two-attorney matters that were placed on the 
trial calendar before March 16, 2020, and 
which cannot be resolved virtually,” Cannata-
ro said.
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By Rachel Vick
Queens Daily Eagle

The names of domestic violence survivors in this story have been changed 
to protect their identities. 

Several years ago, after learning of the abuse his daughter faced at the 
hands of her stepbrother, Chris faced a difficult decision head-on and urged 
his teenage daughter to call the police. The two packed what they could and 
turned to the Queens Family Justice for support at a time where they “didn’t 
really know what to do.”

They were able to find a place to live with help from New Destiny Housing 
and connect with mental health resources and financial planning services to 
ease the transition from trauma to reclaiming their independence. 

“We didn’t really know what to do and they were able to make arrange-
ments,” Chris told the Eagle. “I didn’t know [the Family Justice Center] was 
in existence but it was reassuring — I was 40 years old, I never went through 
anything like that. They made me feel comfortable… and made sure she was 
alright, which was my priority as well.”

“Asking for help is difficult on its own but… there are men going through 
abuse and suffering and they’re just trying to hold their family together but… 
they’re not stuck, there are better alternatives,” he added, emphasizing the im-
portance of destigmatizing domestic violence that affects men. 

Nestled next to the Queens Criminal Court in Kew Gardens, the center is 
stocked with pantry items, and safe spaces for survivors of domestic violence 
to wait during court proceedings or for housing placement, in addition to sup-

Continued on page 16
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Aiding survivors at the Queens Family Justice Center 

By Jacob Kaye
Queens Daily Eagle 

A confluence of factors has led prosecutors 
in New York City to leave their jobs, a trend that 
has not spared the office of the Queens district 
attorney. 

Assistant district attorneys have left their 
jobs in DA’s offices throughout the city in the 
past year amid the pandemic and shifting job re-
quirements as mandated by recent criminal jus-
tice reform laws, the New York Times reported 

this weekend. 
While the Brooklyn, Bronx and Manhattan 

district attorney’s offices have seen some of the 
most dramatic changes in staffing, losing 36, 28 
and 44 prosecutors respectively in 2022 alone, 
Queens has also seen a handful of long-time 
prosecutors resign from their positions. 

Last month, while testifying before the City 
Council’s Committee on Public Safety during a 
budget hearing, Queens District Attorney Me-
linda Katz told lawmakers that her office was 

experiencing a record year for attrition. 
“We are on track this year to more than dou-

ble last year’s attrition numbers,” Katz said. 
“Our day-to-day operations have been impact-
ed, making it exceedingly more difficult to 
maintain adequate staffing levels and continue 
our course toward fairness and safety.”

A spokesperson for the DA’s office told the 
Eagle that the office has lost 17 assistant district 
attorneys in the first three months of 2022 and 

QUEENS PUBLIC LIBRARY IS HOST-
ing a hotspot lending event at the South Jamai-
ca branch today from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Local 
residents without internet access at home can 
check out devices for up to two months, with 
up to five renewals.

AROUND 500 STRAPHANGERS WERE
stranded for hours in Long Island City Sunday 
when the 7 train they were riding hit an object 
near the Vernon Blvd.-Jackson Ave. stop, the 
Queens Post reported. The mess began around 
5:30 p.m., when the train, which was leaving 
the station, hit the unknown object and stalled. 
The collision caused a fire and sent smoke into 
some of the cars. At one point, the MTA cut 
power to the train after there were false reports 
of riders walking out onto the tracks to escape. 
After being marooned for two hours, a rescue 
train arrived and took all passengers back to 
the station. The evacuation was completed by 
8 p.m., and no injuries were reported. 

POLICE ARE LOOKING FOR A MAN
who nabbed a car from a paid parking lot in 
Long Island City last week, NBC New York 
reported. The man hopped into the white 2017 
Kia sedan, which had the keys inside, around 
5:30 p.m., and drove off. An employee at the 
lot jumped onto the roof of the car in an at-
tempt to stop the man, but fell off a short dis-
tance later. He suffered minor injuries to one 
of his legs. 

QUEENS-BORN SINGER TONY BEN-
net became the second oldest Grammy winner, 
and the oldest artist ever nominated in a “gen-
eral field” category, at 95 years old on Sunday 
for his collaboration with fellow New Yorker 
Lady Gaga. The duo earned best traditional 
pop vocal album award for “Love for Sale.”

JOHN F. KENNEDY INTERNATION-
al Airport has partnered with Project 96, Bag 
Shop NYC, and Against Medical Advice for 
the installation of a selfie station at gate B27, 
Travel Daily Dews reported. Travelers will 
have a chance to distract themselves with pho-
tos against the backdrops until April 29. “As 
part of our commitment to engaging local 
communities, we are thrilled to launch a new 
installation that not only offers our customers 
an exciting activity to experience during their 
travels, but also raises awareness of several 
fantastic businesses in New York City,” said 
Ed Midgley, the VP of customer experience 
and commercial at JFKIAT. “We hope all of 
our customers traveling through the terminal 
will stop by, snap selfies, and check out our 
partnering businesses.”

The Queens Family Jus�ce Center offers survivors of domes-
�c violence an array of resources and support.    Photo via NYC.gov

Queens not spared from prosecutor resignations

The Queens District A�orney’s office has lost 17 assistant district a�orneys in 2022 and is on pace to double its a�ri�on rate from the 
previous year.                 Eagle file photo by David Brand
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port services. 
There, staff, service providers and community organizations 

help people like Chris and his daughter get back on their feet 
and get the resources they need without compromising dignity 
or agency.  Specialists are available to help with safety planning, 
applying for public benefits, mental health services and legal help 
for orders of protection, divorce and immigration proceedings.

The wraparound services keep even the youngest individu-
als affected in mind, and Sanctuary for Families offers a day-
care-like space with games, toys and books for children while 
their caregivers meet with providers.

Each case presents different challenges and needs, QFJC 
leadership told the Eagle. CBOs from across the borough, each 
with their own networks and resources, are located within the 
center.

Jessica, another client, worked with Shanikka White, a senior 
case manager with the Women’s Prison Association, in the search 
for housing and getting new copies of documents like her birth 
certificate and identification. 

She found out that she received her Section 8 voucher just be-
fore sitting down to speak with the Eagle — the excitement and 
relief from both Jessica and the members of her support system 
from the center who were in the room was palpable. She may 
be leaving behind her beloved neighborhood in Queens but said 
she’s excited to embrace a fresh start and a space all her own.

“I’m so grateful for the organizations,” Jessica said,  “I’m 
tongue tied. A lot of people just talk and want a paycheck  but I 
really feel the care, concern and love from the people I work with 
and that’s unusual; it’s wonderful.”

“I was so lost, used and abused; I was helpless but upon 
coming here [there was help],” she added, letting other survivors 
know that they’re not alone. “I feel like I’m on top of the world. 
There’s hope [now.] I’m alive and it feels great.”

The Mayor’s Office to End Domestic Gender Based Violence 

Continued from page 1

Queens Family Justice Center highlights work with domestic violence survivors

QFJC Executive Director Susan Jacob has spent more than a de-
cade with the center. 

Safe Horizon, Korean American Family Service Center and 
Arab-American Family Support Center are among the organiza-
tions working to break through language barriers for a portion of 
the QFJC’s 74.8 percent of clients born outside of the country.

“We support survivors where they are,” Jacob said. “Regard-
less of genders, sexual orientation, we serve everyone. Anyone 
can come.”

Though services have expanded over the years with the 

changing environment — like expanded telephone services 
during lockdown — the commitment to service remains.

“I have amazing colleagues and partners — rock stars — who 
are so devoted to working with survivors,” she said. “I’m very 
lucky.”

The Queens Family Justice Center can be reached at 718-
575-4545. The 24-Hour NYC Domestic Violence hotline at 
1-800-621-HOPE, NYC’s Crime Victims Hotline at 1-866-689-
HELP, or the National Human Trafficking Hotline at 1-888-373-
7888.

"We're Here For You and Your Family!" 
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Guardianship • Divorce • Real Estate
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QFJC Executive Director Susan Jacob (left) with Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz (second from left).  
           Eagle Photo by Rachel Vick

By Jacob Kaye
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The Queens borough president appointed 
nearly 350 Queens residents to their local com-
munity boards last week, marking what is like-
ly the most diverse class of community board 
members in the borough’s history. 

The 345 appointees named to the borough’s 
14 community boards were selected from a 
pool of 884 applicants, the second most appli-
cations received in the office’s history – the re-
cord was set the year prior. Ninety-four of this 
year’s appointees are first-time members. 

The new appointees’ term, which will last 
for two years, began on April 1. 

“I could not be prouder to appoint such a 
dynamic, diverse class of public servants to our 
network of Queens community boards, as we 
continue steadfast in our effort to build a gov-
ernment that is truly reflective of the borough 
it serves,” Queens Borough President Donovan 
Richards said. 

“Queens is leading the way out of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and toward a stronger, fairer future for all 
our families, and I’m both deeply grateful and excited for the 
work these 345 qualified community leaders will do on behalf of 
The World’s Borough and all who call it home,” he added. 

It was the second round of appointments for Richards, who 
vowed to diversify the historically undiverse government bod-
ies on the campaign trail. This year’s appointees are generally 
younger and more ethnically and racially representative of the 
communities they now represent when compared to years past. 

Of the first-time appointees, nearly 48 percent are under the 
age 40 – three appointees are in their teens. In December 2020, 
prior to Richards taking office, less than 12 percent of sitting 
community board members were under the age of 35 and nearly 
three-quarters were over the age of 45.

In 2020, no community board in Queens had immigrant 
membership that exceeded 14 percent. Some community boards, 
including CB4, didn’t have a single person on the board that 
identified as an immigrant, according to a 2021 report from the 

Richards appoints diverse class to Queens community boards

Queens Community Board 1 meets via Zoom during their February full board meeting. 
Screenshot via livestream

borough president’s office. 
Of the new members appointed by Richards last week, 

around 19 percent identify as immigrants, up around two per-
centage points from last year, when Richards raised the percent 
of immigrant members by more than double. 

Immigrants make up roughly half of Queens’ overall popu-
lation. 

The new class also sees a bump in what was one of the least 
represented populations on the boards: Hispanic members. 

Around 27 percent of 2020 Census respondents in Queens 
said they were Hispanic, though, in 2020, Hispanic members ac-
counted only for 8.6 percent of community board members. 

This year, 17 percent of the new appointees identify as His-
panic, according to Richards. 

Also seeing an increase this year were Black members and 
people who identify as LGBTQ+. 

The number of Asian members was largely unchanged – 
around 11 percent of this year’s appointees identify as East Asian 
or Pacific Island and nearly 12 percent identify as South Asian. In 
the past 10 years, the growth of the Asian population in Queens 
has outpaced the growth of the overall borough population. 

This year’s class of appointees also marked a shift in com-
munity board members’ housing and transportation habits. The 
majority of this year’s appointees are renters and over 50 percent 
regularly use public transportation, according to the borough 
president.

The shift in diversity wasn’t a coincidence. In the leadup to 
the appointments, Richards sent out a communication to city 
councilmembers, who together recommend half of the borough’s 
community board members, in which he laid out the demograph-
ic disparities among some of the boards. The recommendations 
included specific age ranges, races and ethnicities. 

“There was no directive or mandate to 
councilmembers about the demographic back-
grounds of their nominees for appointment, but 
rather the Queens borough president’s office 
identified demographic disparities on commu-
nity boards in relation to the neighborhoods 
they serve, which every single Queens member 
of the City Council was made aware of in the 
nomination process,” a spokesperson for the 
borough president’s office told the Eagle. 

“Every Councilmember also received ev-
ery single community board application our 
office received for boards to which they can 
make nominations for, and the councilmembers 
can submit nominations for whomever they 
want,” the spokesperson added. “The BP has 
not and did not remove anyone from a board 
for demographic reasons, but instead focused 
on filling vacancies with people from diverse 
backgrounds to continue the process of correct-
ing historic demographic disparities across the 
boards.”

Each community board, made up of 50 un-
paid members who live or work within the community district 
lines, makes advisory recommendations on land use issues and 
holds educational sessions to keep their neighborhoods informed 
about community issues. 




