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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. HEI NZEN: Agai n, good afternoon.
My name is Bill Heinzen. I " m Chair of
the FCRC. The Franchise and Concession
Review Comm ttee Remote Public Hearing
will now come to order.

(Aut omat ed Message.)

"This meeting is being transcribed".

(Aut omat ed Message.)

"This meeting is being recorded".

THE CLERK: Apol ogies for that,
Bill. You can go ahead.

MR. HEI NZEN: ' m sorry, did you not
hear me?

(No response.)

MR. HEI NZEN: Can you guys hear me?

THE CLERK: Yes, we can hear you.

MR. HEI NZEN: Okay. Did you hear ne
start the meeting?

THE CLERK: We did, yes.

MR. HEI NZEN: Okay. So, can you
start the roll then, Kin®?

THE CLERK: For sure. Thank you.

Mayor .

MR. HEI NZEN: Here, Bill Heinzen.
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THE CLERK: Office of the Mayor.
MR. CAIN: Malcolm Cain, here.
THE CLERK: Comptroller.

MR. STOVER: Christian Stover, here.

THE CLERK: Corporation Counsel.

MS. BARTH: Antrita Barth, here.

THE CLERK: Office of Managenent
Budget .

MS. QUI NTI AN:  Yvonne Quinti an,
her e.

THE CLERK: President, Borough of
t he Bronx.

MR. LUCANI A: Tom Lucani a, here.

THE CLERK: President, Borough of
Br ookl yn.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: President, Borough of
Br ookl yn.

MR. DOUGLAS: Apol ogies -- John
Dougl as, here.

THE CLERK: President, Borough of
Manhat t an.

MS. VEST: Tom Vest, present.

THE CLERK: President, Borough of

Queens.

and
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MR. SW SHER: Al lan Swi sher,
present .

THE CLERK: Presi dent, Borough of
Staten | sl and.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Let the record reflect
Presi dent, Borough of Staten Island is
not present.

Represent ative, Department of
Transportation.

MS. CRAVEN: Here, Mchelle Craven

THE CLERK: Thank you.

MR. HEI NZEN: Okay. Thank you.

Just to -- Kim do you think the Staten
| sland rep will be showi ng up or are
t hey --

THE CLERK: | don't believe so cause

we' ve reached out and we have not gotten
a response.

MR. HEI NZEN: Ckay.

THE CLERK: So, | think we're good
to proceed.

MR. HEI NZEN: Ckay. And t hen,
Christian, just if you speak later, it's

very hard to hear you. So, there m ght
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be a mc problem on your end, just to
| et you know.

MR. STOVER: | appreciate that.
"1l speak up.

MR. HEI NZEN: Thank you.

Okay. Welcome to this Renote Public
Heari ng of the FCRC.

The hearing being conducted today
has been publicly advertised in
accordance with the New York City
Charter and Concession Rules of the City
of New YorKk.

We want to be sure that anyone
desiring to be heard has an opportunity
to do so. We are registering
i ndi viduals now for |ater testinony.

Those registered will be called upon
to testify after their cal endar item has
been called. All persons wishing to
speak must now provide their name,
affiliation, indicate which cal endar
itemthey wish to testify on, and
whet her you are for or against the item
at this tine.

Kim are we good having all the
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peopl e regi stered, do you think?

THE CLERK: Yeah, so | already have
a list of people who have pre-registered
t hrough the email address.

MR. HEI NZEN: Yeah.

THE CLERK: I f you have not been
able to pre-register and you would |ike
to register now to speak, please |let nme
know your name, affiliation, which
cal endar item you're speaking on, and
whet her you are for or against.

(Cross-Tal k.)

MS. ANSARI: So, ny nanme i s Nuha
Ansari and I'm-- I'd |like to speak on
behal f of Friends of the Upper East Side
Hi storic District and | would like to
speak on the proposal -- the proposed
amendment to the Franchi se Agreement
between the City of New York Department
of Transportation and JCDecaux Street
Furniture and we -- our position is
agai nst this proposed anmendnment.

THE CLERK: Thank you.

MR. WEI SMAN: This is James Wei sman

from United Spinal Association and our
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position -- it's the sanme issue. Our
position is for it.

THE CLERK: Okay. Great. Thank
you.

MS. PLUM  This is Betsy Plum I
believe |'mregistered, but | didn't
receive confirmation.

| am from Riders Alliance speaking
on the same amendnent and we are for it.

THE CLERK: Thank you.

MR. LAKE: Hi. M nane is Adam Lake
and 1'm the Head of Communications at
Climate Group. | email ed but didn't get
anyt hing back, so I'mjust confirm ng

"Il be testifying and I'm for the
(i ndiscernible).

THE CLERK: Okay. Thank you.

MR. Gl ANNECHI NI : " m Larry
G annechi ni . |*'m Deputy Director for
Programs and Operations at Public Art
Fund and we're speaking on the same
matter here in support of the same
amendment .

MR. ZDANI US: Hi. |'"m Casimr

Zdani us, Principal of Grinmshaw
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Architects, designer of the bus
shelters. W advocate for the bus
shelters as a great extension to the
fam|ly.

THE CLERK: Thank you so nmuch. Can

you pl ease -- can you pl ease repeat your
nanme? | didn't quite catch it.

MR. ZDANI US: Yes, | sent an
email in -- Casimr Zdani us,

C-A-S-I-MI1-R, Zdanius, Z-D-A-N-1-U-S.

| have a bit of (indiscernible) at
the moment. |'m feeding nmy daughter, so
"1l jump on mute. I['"mfrom Gri nshaw
Architects.

THE CLERK: Great. Thank you very
much.

MS. CHOO:. Hi. M nane is Julie
Choo. |I'maffiliated with Public
Bat hroom Wor ki ng Group.

Currently, we submtted witten
testimony from Comunity Board 1, 4, and
5 in Manhattan. We're for the APTs.

THE CLERK: Thank you.

| s anyone el se on the call that

would i ke to register to testify?
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(Cross-Tal k.)

MR. WOODOFF: MWy name is Jereny
Woodof f. " mrepresenting the Victorian
Society in New York and 1'd like to
speak on the same item -- the
Coordi nated Street Furniture Franchise
-- opposed in part.

THE CLERK: Okay. Thank you.

MR. SALTONSTALL: W name is David
Saltonstall. 1I'mthe Vice President for
Governnent Rel ations and Policy at the
Central Park Conservancy and we woul d
like to testify in opposition to the
street furniture amendnment.

THE CLERK: Great. Thank you.

| s anyone else on the call who has
not already registered that would |ike
to get on the list to testify today?

MS. BAER: This is Barbara Baer from
t he New York Foundation for Seniors. I
believe I"'mon the list fromearly
mor ni ng, but | just want to confirmthat
| am

THE CLERK: You are, yes. Thank

you, Barbara. You're on the |ist.
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MS. BAER: Thank you -- thank you.

MR. NOGHRAY: Hi. This is Steve
Noghr ay. | *' m speaki ng on behal f of 437
Madi son Avenue, Sage Realty.

| sent a message by Friday. | just
want to confirmIl'mon the |ist.

THE CLERK: Can you -- |'m sorry,
can you pl ease repeat your name?

MR. NOGHRAY: Steve Noghray speaking
on behalf of 437 Madi son Avenue with the
respect to the proposed bus shelters.

We are against it.

| submtted a witten testinmony | ast
week and didn't receive a confirmtion.

THE CLERK: Okay. Thank you. We've
got you on the list now. Thank you.

MS. LEVIN: This is Brenda Levin. |
just registered electronically. |
represent JCDecaux and | amin favor on
item one.

THE CLERK: Okay. Thank you very
much.

MS. BRUSSELL: Hi . This is
Gabrielle Brussell from JCDecaux. |

regi stered. I just want -- | just
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regi stered. | just wanted to make sure
|'"'mon the list to speak in favor.

THE CLERK: Yes, thank you. | 've
got you on the I|ist.

MS. BRUSSELL: Thank you so nuch.

MS. MUTTERPERL.: Hi . It's Barbara
Mutt erperl for Lola Finkelstein. l'm - -
| registered. I'mon the list?

THE CLERK: Yes, you're on the |ist,
Bar bar a.

MS. MUTTERPERL: Thank you.

THE CLERK: Thank you.

Okay. Does anyone el se --

MR. SULLI VAN: Sorry -- | didn't
mean to interrupt you.

THE CLERK: Go ahead.

MR. SULLIVAN: This is Alan Sullivan
from JCDecaux. | am-- |'d just like to
confirml'mon the |ist.

THE CLERK: Yes, confirm ng.
You're on the list. Thank you.

MR. SULLIVAN: Thank you very much.

MR. HEI NZEN: Okay. And then just
to clarify, how many people are speaking

for JCDecaux and are they speaking in
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different capacities or will they be
gi ving roughly the same testinmny?

(Cross-Tal k.)

MR. SULLIVAN: Sorry, Brenda.

My name is Alan Sullivan and | wil
be representing JCDecaux. There are
ot her representatives discussing
JCDecaux's position as well that are
offering slightly different testinony.

MS. LEVIN: This is Brenda Levin. I
represent JCDecaux. M testimony wil
be very different.

MR. ZDANI US: Yes, this is Casimr
Zdanius, Grimshaw, and my testinmny will
al so be very different.

MR. HEI NZEN: Okay -- okay.
| deal Iy, we woul d have one, but I
understand you're doing different ones.

Just a rem nder that each speaker is
going to be allotted three m nutes and
we're going to keep you -- we really
need to keep you to that. W have a
very |l arge number of people testifying.

When you testify, we ask that you

restate your name and your affiliation,
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if any. You may also submt written
testinmony to the Clerk and that will be
made part of the record of this hearing.
Any written subm ssions should be
given to the Clerk before the close of
this Renmote Public Hearing, and that

woul d be via email to the follow ng

emai | address, which I can -- oh,
sorry -- fcrc@mcs.nyc.gov -- so, that's
fcrc@mocs. nyc.gov -- and that wil

provided to the testimny (sic) after
t he heari ng.

WIl the Clerk please call the first
Cal endar Iten?

THE CLERK: New York City Depart nment
of Transportation, Calendar Item nunmber
1, in the matter of the intent to seek
Franchi se and Concession Revi ew
Comm ttee approval of a proposed
amendment to the Franchi se Agreenment
bet ween the City of New York, by and
t hrough its Departnment of Transportation
and JCDecaux Street Furniture New York,
LLC, to install, operate, and maintain

bus stop shelters, self-cleaning
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automatic public toilets, and public
service structures, and to install and
mai nt ai n newsstands in the Boroughs of
t he Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, Queens,
and Staten |sland.

The proposed Franchi se Agreenment is
requesting to extend the term of the
agreement by five years and incorporate
additional rights and responsibilities,
including, without limtation, an
increase in the overall number of bus
shelters and automatic public toilets
that the company may install, maintain,
and operate, and the modification of
certain revenue requirenments applicable
to the conpany.

MR. HEI NZEN: Okay. Thank you.

Additionally, changes to the
concessi on docunments have been
di stributed to the Commttee and so |
woul d |i ke DOT to now please read those
changes into the record.

MS. CRAVEN: Good afternoon, Chair
Hei nzen and nenbers of the Franchi se and

Concessi on Review Commttee.
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My name is Mchelle Craven. | am
Assi stant Comm ssioner for Cityscape &
Franchi ses at the New York City
Department of Transportation. Thank you
very much for the opportunity to testify
t oday.

The proposed amendment to the
Amended and Restated Franchi se Agreenent
will provide a number of benefits to the
City and to New Yorkers. Under the
proposed anmendment, which includes a
five-year extension to the franchise
term the City will receive additional
street furniture amenities, as well as
stability in maintenance and
conpensation for the next eight years.

Specifically, the amendment incl udes
the followi ng changes:

First, the City will be able to
install 360 new bus shelters. 60 of
these will be at predeterm ned | ocations
in Manhattan, as listed in Schedule Y.
DOT plans to site the remaining 300
t hroughout the five boroughs, in

consultation with the City Council, the
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Borough Presidents, the Conmmunity
Boards, and in response to constituent
requests.

Second, the amendment provides a
mechani sm for the City to install up to
40 automated public toilets, 20 nore
t han what is authorized under the
original Franchise Agreenment.

Third, the amendnment will insert a
30 percent MWBE target into the
agreement. This target will support
| ocal construction compani es and ot her
vendors throughout the City. The
current agreement contains no MABE
requi rement.

Lastly, the amendnent i ncludes
certain conpensation adjustnents:

In years '"19 and ' 20 of the

contract, JCDecaux will pay the City a
m ni mum of 50 mllion dollars per year.
I n addition, the City will receive, from

JCDecaux, 50 percent of its revenues
over 105 mlIlion dollars per year.
In years '21 through '25 of the

contract, JCDecaux will pay the City a
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m ni mum of 35 mllion dollars per year.
I n addition, the City will receive, from
JCDecaux, 50 percent of its revenues
over 110 mllion dollars per year.

In addition, in years '21 through
'25, JCDecaux will provide over 26
mllion dollars in NYC pronotional
advertising annually on JCDecaux street
furniture in cities throughout the
worl d, and the City will continue to
have access to 22-and-a-half percent of
the ad panels locally for NYC
pronoti onal advertising and public
service adverti sing.

JCDecaux has a presence in over 80
countries globally, which is inval uable
to the City in our efforts to return to
pre-pandem c tourism |l evels.

Regardi ng the five-year extension,

t he original Authorizing Resolution for
the franchise permtted a maxi mum
20-year term However, on May 11, 2023,
the City Council approved a new

aut hori zing resol ution, Resolution

number 625 of 2023, which authorizes DOT
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to extend the Franchise Agreenment for
five years, bringing the total term of
t he agreenment to 25 years.

DOT supports this amendment,
including the five-year extension, which
wi Il offer numerous benefits for the
City and New Yorkers. The anmendment
will provide additional street
furniture, as well as continuity of
desi gn and mai ntenance of such
i nfrastructure.

The additional bus shelters will
i mprove the riding experience for
t housands of bus riders by providing
seating and protection from sun, wind,
rain, and snow.

The bus shelters, including those
| i sted on Schedule Y, will serve riders
fromthroughout the City. Nearly 68
percent of bus riders are people of
col or and over half are imm grants.

I n addition, JCDecaux has been a
good mai ntenance partner to the City,
mai nt ai ni ng and repairing street

furniture quickly, even under
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chal |l engi ng circumstances throughout the
pandem c.

Finally, | would |like to address an
i ssue that has arisen concerning a
proposed change to the | anguage
regarding electronic nmedia in section
4. 4.2 of the Franchi se Agreenent:

In the existing agreenment, that
section reads, in pertinent part,
"El ectronic media will be permtted on a
case by case basis, and except for
backl i ghting of printed posters, will be
subj ect, except as otherw se may be
permtted by the City, to the applicable
zoni ng regul ation for the property
adj acent to the site".

Initially, the proposed amendnent
woul d have changed the words "subject

by" to "guided by".

In addition to -- in order to
address concerns that this was intended
to change the meani ng of the sentence,
which it was not, the proposed amendnent
now before you retains the "subject to"

| anguage of the current agreement, and
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does not make any changes to that
sent ence.

Thank you again for the opportunity
to testify today.

MR. HEI NZEN: Okay. Thank you,
Assi st ant Comm ssi oner Craven.

We are about to take testimony from
the public, but first I would Iike to
ask if any menbers of the Commttee
woul d i ke to give a statenent.

(No response.)

MR. HEI NZEN: Yes, fromthe
Manhattan Borough President's Office,
Ms. Vest.

MS. VEST: Thank you. Yes, | woul d
like to give a statenment on behal f of
Manhat t an Bor ough Presi dent.

First, let me start by saying that
t he Manhattan Borough President fully
supports public transportation and
investments in infrastructure that
serves bus-riders throughout the City.

The proposed amendnent to the Street
Furniture Franchi se Agreenment with

JCDecaux will add 360 new bus shelters,
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300 of which are at | ocations across the
City that actually need them In
addition to the new bus shelters, the
amendment will provide the City with
needed revenue and includes up to 40

aut omat ed public toilets, as we've heard
from our partners at DOT.

| ncreasing the number of public
bat hroons continues to be a major
priority for the Borough President. | f
this agreement stopped there, it would
i kel y have unani nous support.

But, unfortunately, it goes further,
all owing the franchisee to pl ace
shelters in areas not based on transit
needs, but instead based on one thing
and one thing only; their interest in
generating mllions in ad revenue.

The amendment allows JCDecaux to
pl ace flashing digital advertisenments
al ong sections of Fifth Avenue and
Madi son Avenue. W thout denmonstrating
that these shelters are even necessary,
t he Department of Transportation is

asking retailers on these same avenues,
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who are still recovering fromthe

i mpacts of the pandem c on
brick-and-nortar retail, to bear the
addi ti onal burden of having ads and bus
shelters placed in front of their

busi nesses, bl ocking | arge segnments of
their storefronts.

This amendment also comes at the
i ncal cul abl e expense of visual and
physical inpacts to one of the City's
greatest treasures, Central Park. The
proposed bus shelter with digital
advertising along the perimeter of the
Park is unprecedented and wil |
undoubtedly mar the character of
Manhattan's nature-based oasis.

The Borough President strenuously
objects to this Times Square'ification
(sic) of Central Park, but the inmpact of
bus shelters is not limted to its
vi sual environments. The 11 proposed
bus shelters that the Central -- that
abut Central Park pose a threat to the
doubl e row of American Elms along Fifth

Avenue, which are considered one of the
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nation's ol dest and nost significant,
intact stance of American Elnms surviving
t oday.

The construction and infrastructure
of the bus shelters could damage root
systems, significantly inmpacting the
health of these extraordinary trees.

The City ought to be fighting to protect
these vital pieces of green
infrastructure rather than waging their
viability on advertising revenue.

Though we can all agree that
addi ti onal bathroons are sorely needed
in New York City, the true benefit of
the automatic public toilets is,
unfortunately, difficult to discern
because the anmendnment fails to guarantee
that the 34 new toilets will
successfully be sited and installed, and
only requires replacement of the
existing six, once JCDecaux redesigns
the new toilets.

It does not address the significant
siting issues or infrastructure

probl ems, such as access to power and
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DEP infrastructure that currently

i mpedes the installation of these toiles
across the City, and, alarm ngly, the
franchisee is given a pass on this

requi rement if they run into chall enges
beyond their control.

I n other words, this Franchise
Amendment does not ensure that the City
will receive even one additional public
toilet, nor does it guarantee
repl acement of the existing six.

The proposed amendment for the
Street Furniture Franchi se Agreenment
with JCDecaux clearly offers some
benefits, but at what cost.

On Wednesday, the FCRC is being
asked to approve a high value Franchise
Amendnment with wi de ranging inpacts to
the street-scape and public
transportation infrastructure across the
City with less than a month's noti ce.

G ven the complexity of this agreenment
and the lack of consensus, we believe
the vote should be del ayed, allowi ng the

FCRC menbers nmore time to engage with
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st akehol ders and reach an i ndependent
determ nation as to whether the terns
are actually a good deal for the City.

It's our understanding that the
terms of this amendment have been under
negoti ation for over a year, so
post poning the vote for a nonth shoul d
not be a challenge. W also urge the
Depart ment of Transportation to conduct
further stakehol der engagenment before
bringing this amendment to a vote before
t he FCRC.

Thank you for your time. That
concl udes my statement.

MR. HEI NZEN: Thank you very much,
Ms. Vest, fromthe Manhattan Borough
President's Office.

| want to note for the record that
we are joined by Lauren Lefkowitz on
behal f of the Staten Island Borough
Presi dent.

At this time, does any ot her nmenber
wi sh to make a statenment?

(No response.)

MR. HEI NZEN: Okay. Thank you.
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Kim can you please call the first
person to testify?

THE CLERK: Yes, thank you and
before I begin, | just want to rem nd
everyone who is testifying that we are
hol di ng everyone to a three-mnute limt
on testimony and | also want to
apol ogize if I m spronounce your name

when | call you.

Pl ease be patient. We do have a
long list, so we will get to you. If it
seens |like a long wait, | apol ogize.

First, we have Alan Sullivan.

Pl ease provide your full name and
affiliation for the record.

MR. SULLI VAN: Good afternoon. Wy
name i s Alan Sullivan and | amthe
co- CEO of JCDecaux Street Furniture New
Yor k.

On behal f of JCDecaux, we thank the
members of the FCRC and your New York
City colleagues for their work in
connection with this amendment to the
Coordi nated Street Furniture Agreenent.

To the Mayor's Office, including
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(i ndiscernible), OMB, the City Council,
the Comptroller, the Law Department, and
Public Design Comm ssion, we say thank
you.

Most especially, we would like to
t hank our partners at the Departnment of
Transportation, Comm ssioner Rodriguez,
Deputy Comm ssi oner (indiscernible), and
particularly, Assistant Comm ssioner
M chelle Craven and her team with whom
we partner every day.

We are proud to have provided, and
mai ntai ned to a high standard, bus
shelters and public toilets to New
Yorkers and visitors since the
(i ndiscernible) in 2015 and we are
particularly thankful to our frontline
uni on wor kf orce who kept the coordinated
street furniture program going
t hroughout the pandem c.

We are pleased to respond to the
| eadership of Mayor Adams and the City's
el ected officials who recogni ze the need
to provide additional services to New

York City bus riders who live in al
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five boroughs. This amendment will
commt the addition of 360 new | ocations
enabling the City to expand an amenity
t hat provides confort, safety, dignity,
and illum nation, as well as shelter
in the winter and shade in the summrer.

The expansi on of bus shelters wil
bring service to mllions of New York
City transit riders traveling to and
from boroughs and t hroughout Manhatt an.

Equally i mportant, this amendment
aut hori zes doubling the nunber of
automatic public toilets, bringing the
potential total number of this amenity
to 40, and they will all be brand new
JCDecaux units, which are the nost
i nnovative and efficient technol ogy
avail abl e today, and are al so designed
to stand the test of time on the City
street-scape. We are excited to work
with the City to expand this vital
service to New Yorkers.

The amendment provides that this
program and the daily maintenance,

operated by JCDecaux, will continue for
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an additional five years, including
during the 2026 World Cup when the New
York area will host eight ganes,

i ncluding the final.

The City will be able to expand its
in-City public service nmessagi ng,
receiving 22-and-a-half percent of the
new di spl ay space, as well as continued
access to out-of-City tourism on the
only gl obal advertising network across
80 countries, an additional value of
approximately 132 mllion dollars.

This advertising for international
busi nesses to New York City is
contributing to the econom c health of
the City in a very substantial manner.
We are honored to serve the people of
New York City and we are for this item

Thank you.

THE CLERK: Thank you.

Next, we'll hear Edward Wall ace.

Pl ease state your full name and
affiliation for the record.

(No response.)

MR. HEI NZEN: Ed Wal | ace, are you
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t here?

THE CLERK: Yes, go ahead -- oh,
sorry.

MR. HEI NZEN: Why don't we nove --

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Hi. Are you
standing by for Ed Wall ace?

MR. HEI NZEN: Yes, pl ease.

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: One second -- |'1]
gi ve about 10 seconds and he'll be
connect ed.

(No response.)

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Pl ease feel free
to skip Ed Wallace and conme back to him
after the next speaker.

MR. HEI NZEN: Okay. |In general,
woul d just ask that people be ready to
testify. | understand people are busy,
but all of the other people waiting are
busy as well.

Kim who's next?

THE CLERK: Next, we have Larry
G annechi ni .

Pl ease provide your full name and
affiliation for the record.

MR. Gl ANNECHI NI : Good afternoon. I
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am Larry G annechini, Deputy Director
for Programs and Operations at Public
Art Fund. It is my pleasure to present
testimony this afternoon in support of
t he JCDecaux amendment, which will
enabl e more shelters to be installed on
City streets.

As a leader in our field, Public Art
Fund brings dynam c contenporary art to
a broad audi ence in New York City and
beyond. Because we are a nonprofit
organi zation, we rely on visionary
partners, |ike JCDecaux, to -- free
exhi bitions of international scope and
i mpact .

These exhibitions offer New Yorkers
and visitors to the City powerful
experiences of art in the urban
environment, surprising and delighting
them while providing inspiration and
rel evance to their daily lives.

Since 2017, our groundbreaking
exhi bition, A Weiwei: Good Fences Make
Good Nei ghbors, JCDecaux has been an

i ncredi bl e partner for public art with
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us showcasing the work of 75 artists
fromover 30 countries across the gl obe,
including five solo artist exhibitions
and two | arge-scale group artist

exhi bitions.

Their in-kind donation of
advertising in bus shelters across New
York makes it possible for us to bring
cutting edge artworks and a diverse
range of artists' voices to often
underserved nei ghborhoods and has
(i ndiscernible) over two billion
I mpressions to date.

New York City is known for its
culture and thriving arts community.
JCDecaux partners with Public Art Fund
to elimnate barriers so that everyone
can access amazing art. Together, we
are able to offer the public experiences
with art that are integrated into the
fabric of our City.

While waiting for the bus, walking
around the City, and going about our
daily lives, New Yorkers' lives are

enriched by these artworks and JCDecaux
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is a tremendous supporter, offering us
hundreds of spaces two times each year
to bring exhibitions to all corners of
the City and the partnership has al so
grown beyond New York with its

popul arity here, allowing us to offer
simlar programm ng in Boston, Chicago,
and in international cities |ike
Abi dj an, Ivory Coast and Mexico City,
Mexi co.

Art inspires us all and we know t hat
representation matters, particularly
when it comes to imm grants, artists of
color, trans and queer artists, emerging
artists, wonmen artists, and artists of
all ages and stages of their careers.

When people wal k throughout the
City, they see thenselves reflected in
t hese works and tell us how nuch art
brings theminspiration, restoring their
energy and igniting their creativity.
“"It's a fuel for our fires", said one
young New Yor ker when we asked about
t hese public artworks.

JCDecaux has worked closely with us
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to realize artists' dreams and bring
these i mportant voices to the forefront.
We know that these opportunities nust
continue in order to nurture young
artists and to foster an ongoi ng
appreciation for the arts.

JCDecaux is a champion of public art
and a critical partner in building civic
pride in our community. Thank you.

THE CLERK: Thank you.

Do we have Edward Wall ace on the
l'ine now?

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Okay. We'Ill nmove on.

Betsy Plum please provide your ful
name and affiliation for the record.

MS. PLUM Hi there. M nane is
Betsy Plum and | am the Executive
Director of Riders Alliance. s it okay
to begin?

THE CLERK: Go ahead. You have
three m nutes.

MS. PLUM  Great. Thank you.

Good afternoon, everyone. M nanme

I's, again, Betsy Plum ' m the
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Executive Director of Riders Alliance.
We are New York's grassroots

organi zation of subway and bus ri ders.
We fight for better public transit in
order to achieve a nmore just and
sust ai nabl e New York City.

One of our core canpaigns is our
canpai gn for better buses. 1In that
canpai gn, we fight for fast, reliable,
conveni ent bus service that neets the
needs of all riders, particularly those
who |live in areas with poor subway
access.

After all, while not every part of
the City is equally accessible by
subway, buses can reach nearly every
bl ock.

For years we have pushed New York
City mayors to build bus-ways and bus
| anes and we secured commtments from
DOT and the MIA to inmplenment features
t hat make riding the bus nore
convenient, nore reliable, nore
confortable for riders. These include

bus shelters, as we're discussing today,

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re FCRC June Renote Public Hearing NYC -

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Contract Services (MOCS)
June 12 2023

Mayor s O fice of

37

but al so countdown cl ocks and ot her
initiatives like all-door boarding.

Our Better Buses Canpai gn makes sure
that these commtnments are delivered
equi tably and quickly to best serve bus
riders, particularly outer borough
riders who rely nost on buses. It is
with this background and context that |
of fer our full support for the amendment
in front of you from JCDecaux. A
proposal that allows nultiple
i mprovenents for City residents and
visitors will allow nore shelters to
reach nore riders and that is inportant.

Bus shelters are a matter of basic
equity and basic dignity for bus riders.
|f you go to any commuter rail
station -- if you go to any subway
station -- seating is standard; a roof
to wait under is standard. Bus riders,
however, are often forced to wait in the
rain, in the snow, in the scorching
heat, often with no cover and nowhere to
sit. This has, unfortunately, been an

i ntentional decision in cities across
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t he country.

We know that the |egacy of racismis
real surrounding public transit and
especially surrounding the bus; a
hi story we are seeing exposed by many of
t hose speaking in opposition today. A
bus shelter is a common sense street
design that shows a city cares about al
of its residents, not just sone.

For our members, and hundreds of
t housands of their fellow bus riders,
streets and avenues |i ke Madi son Avenue
and Fifth Avenue have a real and urgent
need for infrastructure to be inclusive.
Our street and sidewal k space nust be
inclusive. After all, the vast majority
of it belongs to all of us, not just
some of us.

W t hout nore shelters though, in a
City with the sl owest buses in Anmerica,
not advancing this amendnment for nore
shelters is an insult to injury. Per
Ri ders Alliance, every bus rider should
have a bus shelter.

The more bus shelters that we can
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bring to our City streets, the better.
| hope that it's the same vision and
approach of this Commttee. W offer
our full support. Thank you.

THE CLERK: Thank you.

Next, we'll hear from Barbara Baer.

Pl ease provide your full name and
affiliation for the record.

MS. BAER: Good afternoon. MW name
I s Barbara Baer. | am the Program
Di rector of Home Sharing for the New
Yor k Foundation for Senior Citizens and
| will refer to the -- (indiscernible)
-- as to the Foundati on.

|*'m here to testify on behal f of
JCDecaux and the City DOT Application
for the Franchise and Concessi on Revi ew
Commttee to extend the franchise for
five years.

The Foundation, whose President is
Li nda Hoffman, is the only nonprofit,
nonsectarian organi zation serving New
York City's older adults throughout all
five boroughs, housing more than 1,500

resi dents and having 35 programs serving
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t housands of ol der adults and enpl oyi ng
over 1,000 people. Our mssion is to
keep people in their homes and to --
and, therefore, to be able to go out and
about .

The Home Sharing Program which is
more than four decades old, pairs hosts
with an extra roomin their home or
apartment with conpati bl e guests.

Ei ther the host or the guest nust be
60-years-old. The New York City Aging
Report issued in 2017 set out guidelines
for New York City to becone an
age-friendly city.

Part of the purpose of the report
was to cite the denographics, which
denonstrate that New York City nust
become age-friendly because the ol der
popul ation is increasing. In a few
years, one out of five New Yorkers wil
be an ol der adult.

Bus shelters and self-cleaning
automatic public toilets are supplied
free to the City by the Franchise that

hopefully will be granted. The
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Foundati on supports this Application.

Sinply stated, the continued growth of
t he ol der popul ation heralds the need
for the street furniture.

Not only do shelters provide a place
for older adults to shelter from adverse
weat her conditions, but the Decaux
conpany has graciously published
i nformati on about home sharing in the
bus shelters by donating space tw ce for
months at a time to display information
about home sharing, which is a sinple
solution to low income and a | ack of
af f ordabl e housi ng.

Additionally, the public toilets are
needed as the ol der popul ation grows.
Whi |l e other portions of the City may be
out on the street traveling to and from
wor k, the older adult population is nore
likely to be retired and out and in
around the City to do errands and
socialize. O der adults deserve the
ability to use a public facility. There
is less likelihood of going to an office

or a restaurant.
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For these reasons, the street
furniture will contribute to an
age-friendly New York, and for these
reasons, the New York Foundation
supports this Franchise Application and
| thank you for |istening.

THE CLERK: Thank you very much.

Next we have Barbara Mutterperl.

Pl ease provide your full name and
affiliation, if any, for the record.

MS. MUTTERPERL: Okay. Barbara
Mutterperl and | have no particul ar
affiliation. " mreading testinony for
my nother, Lola Finkelstein. This is
her testimony.

"I am going to be 97. | am legally
blind and | use a wal ker. | served 30
years on Manhattan Comunity Board 5,
three as Chair, which we all know is
voluntary. What many people do not know
is that a Community Board is a
gover nment agency.

Comunity Boards play a vital role
in the providing of City services. lt's

t ough, but rewardi ng public work.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re FCRC June Renote Public Hearing NYC -

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Contract Services (MOCS)
June 12 2023

Mayor s O fice of

43

Bus shelters and automatic public
toilets are a great public service of
public necessity. | take the bus and am
appreciative every time there is a bus
shelter with the essential bench. I
appl aud DOT for making this application
to add bus shelters, especially in
underserved comunities, and automatic
public toilets at a time when the City
Council and some Community Boards are
requesting them

| cannot i magi ne anyone opposing the
installation of bus shelters, especially
shop owners whose custonmers and
empl oyees will benefit. Bus shelters
are at the curb and do not prevent
wi ndow shopping. We need bus shelters.
We need automatic public toilets.

The day the Mayor becane the Mayor,
we became the City of "yes". Please say
"yes" to this Application, which will be
a big plus for the City. Thank you for
your consi deration".

THE CLERK: Thank you, Barbara.

Pl ease give our thanks to your nother.
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MS. MUTTERPERL: Il will
THE CLERK: Next, we have Janes
Wei sman.

Pl ease provide your full name and

affiliation for the record.
MR. WEI SMAN: Thank you -- excuse
ne. My nanme is James Wei sman. [ m

General Counsel of United Spinal

Associ ation. W are a nmenbership
organi zation of 60,000 -- over 60,000
peopl e around the United States. The
vast majority use wheel chairs and have
mobi ity 1 npairments.

We would like to speak -- we're
headquartered in New York City. W are
the | argest chapter in New York City.
We'd |ike to speak in favor of the
proposal to add bus shelters.

Bus shelters make nore disabl ed
people able to ride public transit.
When they are unable to ride public
transit, they becone a problemthat is
sol ved by providing Access-A-Ri de at
great expense.

People are eligible for
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Assess- A- Ri de based on -- many of them
-- based on weather conditions. |If they
can't be outside in the heat -- in the
sunlight -- they're eligible for
paratransit. If it's too cold, they're
el i gible. If 1t's inclement weather,
they're eligible for paratransit. These

are people who would use mass transit,
but can't be outdoors without -- or
exposed for that |long a period of time.

Therefore, we do support the
proposal to add bus shelters. Adding
accessible toilets, of course, is a
necessity for people in wheelchairs.
There are very few public accessible
bat hroonms in the City and this has been
a 30-year fight to add nore accessible
public toilets to the City and we'd | ove
to see it happen.

Thank you DOT for bringing this
proposal forward and thanks, City
Council, for supporting it. Thanks,
Decaux, for your support in making the
world a nore accessible place. Thank

you.
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THE CLERK: Thank you very nuch.

Edward Wal |l ace, if you're on the
call, we've heard that you're having
troubl e connecting. You can push *6
from your touch-tone phone if you're
mut ed.

MR. WALLACE: Can you hear me?

THE CLERK: Yes.

MR. WALLACE: Wonderful. |
apol ogi ze for my technical |ack of
skill.

My name is Edward Wallace. [|I'm
Co- Chair of Greenberg Traurig New York
City and have served as outside general
counsel with JCDecaux for 30 years
around the entire U. S., which includes
bus shelter progranms in Los Angel es and
Chicago. | want to share nmy perspective
on that.

Havi ng once served in the City
governnment nyself, both in elected and
appoi nted positions, I'mvery honored to
appear before you to speak in favor of
t he amendment and to thank you for your

good public service.
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Speaki ng of public service,
supported here by advertising revenue,
at no cost to taxpayers, JCDecaux has
produced, along with DOT, beautiful,
wel | - mai nt ai ned bus shelters and ot her
si dewal k amenities, but the prior
franchi see went out of business for |ack
of revenue.

For sonme reason that | cannot
expl ain, people in high rent areas seem
to fear bus shelters. Let's call it
"shelter phobia". |Is it the bus riders?
s it the ads? Is it the structures
t hemsel ves that scare then? It's
probably a bit of all three, but we are,
after all, sinmply tal king about bus
shelters.

Architecturally sensitive clear
gl ass amenities serve every-day New
Yorkers, sheltering them from snow, and
rain, and intense sun, and providing a
seat for the weary. The econom cs of
this free-to-the-City program are very
sinple. A small nunber of

hi gh passenger -- and | want to stress
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-- high passenger -- high bus routes --
but al so high advertising revenue
shelters support the entire City-w de
program

So, no one wants advertising where
there are no bus routes or no bus
riders, but where there are the
conmbi nation -- the perfect storm if you
will -- of high passengers, high bus
routes, and high advertising revenues,
bus shelters help this program exist.

Advertisers, like the Gap or Dior,
want to reach customers. Fortunately,
t hese | ocations, specifically Madison
and Fifth, have among the highest need
for shelter service. They have nore
routes and nore riders who go to all
five boroughs. So, this is not about
just local residents. Additionally,
t hey serve tourists from around the
wor | d.

To put it in that perspective, 15
shelters on retail Fifth Avenue have
3,500 City-wi de, produce 17 percent of

the revenue that pays for the program
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and provides tens and tens of mllions
of dollars to the City Treasury. Sadly,
the |l ack of high passenger, high revenue
shelters not only | eaves the workers
from Lenox Hill Hospital and other

medi cal offices up and down the spine of
Park Avenue, Madi son Avenue, and Fifth
Avenue standing in the cold or in the
rain. There is no reason for this.

The amendment before you expand the
service. 360 new shelters, of which 300
wi Il be disbursed around the City and in
t he nei ghborhoods that do not produce
al ways the highest revenue but do
produce the need for this service.

These shelters inmprove the lives of
every-day bus riding New Yorkers and
they do it everyday.

Additionally, the programdrives
tourists fromaround the U. S. and the
wor|l d because of the overseas
advertising and out of City adverti sing.

THE CLERK: I'm sorry, we're at time
now. Thank you so much for your

testi nony.
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MR. WALLACE: Thank you.

THE CLERK: Next, we'll hear from
Julie Choo.

Pl ease provide your full name and
affiliation for the record.

MS. CHOO: Hi . My name is Julie
Choo and I currently lead a public
bat hr oom wor ki ng group conpri sed of a
number of Community Boards and we have
written testinmony this afternoon from
Manhattan CB 1, CB 4, and CB 5.

We are in support of the additional
APTs, but have the follow ng suggestions
t hat we hope will make the APTs nore
successful in New York than it has been
in the past 17 years.

Number one, amendnment to siting
requi rements. G ven all the conpetition
for space in our public realm which has
been made even nore challenging with the
Open Restaurants Program we ask the DOT
to consider placing the APTs in the grow
beds on streets that are permanently
cl osed open streets and in the

nei ghbor hood plaza created through the
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New York City Plaza Program

Number two, updates to exterior
clouding. The stainless steel and brown
exterior of these units has been at
issue in siting. The PDC has rejected
these units in certain |ocations because
the Comm ssion thought the APTs
cl earance was inconsistent with the
surroundi ng built -- environment.

The exterior clouding of the APTs
shoul d have options for different
| ocations with a design so that it is
appropriate for all locations in the
City. Maryland has APTs clad in |ight
bei ge masonry panels that m ght be nore
appropriate than what has been approved
in New York City.

Number three, siting timeline. We
ask the City to schedule installation of
the 35 APTs within the first three to
four years of the remaining eight years
of the contract, as we need these
bat hr ooms now.

Four, review process. W ask the

City to revisit and stream ine the
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current approval process for APTs, which
require six |levels of approval for each
uni t .

While we want to expedite the siting
process, we believe the comunity input
Is inmportant and urge the DOT to engage
with Comunity Boards and the public
bat hr oom wor ki ng group on APTs goi ng
f orward.

We do not know what sites the City
has consi dered since 2006 and we suggest
that sites that have been proposed or
wi Il be proposed for APTs be posted on a
website simlar to ULURP Application
postings by the CCP so the comunity may
review and follow.

Number five, sustainability. To
further New York City's sustainability
goals in keeping with the "City of Yes"
initiative, we ask that these units have
| ow fl ow plumbing fixtures, LED Iight
fixtures, and be composed of | ow carbon
materi als and incorporate fuller panels
where it's possible.

Number six, regarding the service --
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service contract. W ask that the
revenue generated fromthis franchi se be
used to service New York City public

bat hroons and suggest that JCDecaux
provide a full-time attendant to go with
t hese units.

In San Francisco, APTs are paired
with a pit-spot program where JCDecaux
pays a |ocal nonprofit to provide an
ambassador at each APT to create a
wel com ng anmenity for the neighborhood.

Number seven, hours of operation.
Currently, the APTs are open from 8 to
8, with JCDecaux servicing the unit at
t he begi nning and end of the day. We
ask that hours of operation be extended
from7 to 11 p.m We ask that the units
are --

THE CLERK: " m sorry, we're at
time. Thank you so nmuch for your
testi nony.

MS. CHOO: Thank you.

THE CLERK: Next, we'll hear from
Adam Lake.

Pl ease provide your full name and
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affiliation, if any, for the record.

MR. LAKE: Hello. M nanme is Adam
Lake. ' m Head of Conmuni cations at
Climate Group and |'ve been Head at
Climate Week NYC for that five years. |
have no affiliation and I amin support
of this amendnment.

Climate Group is one of the | argest
climate (indiscernible) in the world.

We have offices in London, New YorKk,

| ndi a, and Europe and Climte Week NYC
is the largest climate event of its kind
in the world and puts together between 4
and 500 events every year from across
the five boroughs in New York City.

|'"d like to use the opportunity to
testify today on behalf of Climte Group
and I|'mtestifying in support of the
amendment, and for the past four years,
JCDecaux has supported Climate Week NYC
by providing incredi bly generous
guantities of advertising space
t hroughout the City.

Thanks to JCDecaux's continued

support, we've been able to use this
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opportunity to showcase New York's
thriving community of (i ndiscernible)
activists, canpaigners, and vol unteers.
We use our partnership to create a
platform for these people -- people
whose voices have too often been
forgotten -- and, in particular, we'd
li ke the space that JCDecaux provides to
hi ghl i ght those campai gns for youth
action, support devel opnment groups,
environmental justice, and educati on.

From the start, our partnership with
JCDecaux has been based on the obvious
support of fighting climte change. 1In
addition to providing advertising space
to Climate Group, they also have becone
a member of our RE100 initiative. This
is an initiative that commts
organi zations to using 50 percent
renewabl e energy by 2030 and 100 percent
by 2050.

They' ve al so contri buted
(i ndi scernible) panels and
(i ndiscernible) pieces on the

(i ndiscernible) communications
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infrastructure in fighting for climte

change.

Fi nal piece -- and you can hear, |I'm
originally from London, but I now live
in New York City -- | rely on the bus

and public transportation is an
essenti al weapon in our war against
climate change.

Anyt hing that can nmake bus
transportation easier and nore enjoyable
is a positive thing and New York's
(i ndiscernible) of high quality bus
shelters provided by JCDecaux
denmonstrates to New Yorkers and visitors
that New York City is commtted to
supporting public transportation.

We feel every bus shelter is a
stage. You've heard today from
organi zations |ike us that have
benefitted fromthe platformthat
JCDecaux provides and we're very happy
to |l end our support today. Thank you.

THE CLERK: Thank you very nuch.

Next, we'll hear from David

Saltonstall, please.
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Pl ease provide your full name and
affiliation for the record.

MR. SALTONSTALL: My name i s David
Saltonstall. 1I'mthe Vice President for
Governnment Rel ations and Policy at the
Central Park Conservancy and |I'm here
today to express the Conservancy's
opposition to allowi ng commerci al
advertisenments in Central Park, which is
integral to the 11 bus shelters that
woul d be placed along Fifth Avenue under
this proposal.

| f approved, this amendment woul d
upend decades of successful |egal and
regul atory precedent aimed at protecting
not just Central Park, but all City
parks from commercial exploitation and
i mpose a devastating physical and vi sual
I mpact on the Park's iconic perimeter.

Central Park was created as a
respite fromthe stresses of every-day
urban life. Pl acenment of | arge
advertisements that are lit 24/7 -- sonme
with potential for audio sound -- would

be a permanent blow to the historic
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spirit and purpose of the Park.

The perimeter around the Park is an
official and very purposeful part of the
Park designed to serve as a threshold
fromCity to nature. That's why Central
Park is an official New York City Scenic
Landmark all the way to the curb, not
just the wall.

As outlined in a separate letter we
have submtted, the proposal would al so
run counter to many of the City's own
rules related to the protection of City
parks and trees, including the
excavation and trenching required for
t he proposed shelters posing a threat to
the root systems of all nearby trees --
and pl ease understand the uni queness of
t hese particular trees.

The double row of Anmerican Elnms
along Fifth Avenue is in fact considered
to be one of the nation's ol dest and
most significant intact stands of
American Elns today. They survived in
part because of the City's strong,

| ongstandi ng regul ations related to
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protecting street trees, especially when
it comes to siting bus shelters and
ot her sidewal k infrastructure.

DOT regul ations require bus shelters
to be five feet fromtree trunks,
canopies, and tree pits, and three feet
from street beds or (indiscernible).
Based on anal yses conducted by the
Conservancy, we believe that most, if
not all, of the proposed sites for Fifth
Avenue woul d viol ate one or nore of
these restrictions and shoul d be
elimnated from consi deration for these
reasons al one.

Furt hernore, since 1940, New York
City has banned advertising signs within
view of a public park of one half-acre
or more. Central Park is 843 acres and
t hroughout its history, has remai ned a
respite, free of commercial advertising.

For those who woul d argue that bus
shelters are needed along Fifth Avenue
to protect transit riders, we note that
park benches already |ine the perineter,

giving riders plenty of places to sit,
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and the uniformed tree canopy provides
shade and protection fromthe el enents,
conforts that nmost other City bus stops
| ack.

THE CLERK: I'm sorry, we're at time
now. Thank you so nuch for your
testi nony.

Next, we'll hear from Jereny
Woodof f.

Pl ease provide your full name and
affiliation, if any, for the record.

MR. WOODOFF: MWy name is Jereny
Woodoff. |'m speaking for the Victorian
Soci ety New Yor k.

Founded in New York City in 1966,
the Victorian Society in America is
dedi cated to fostering the appreciation
and preservation of our 19th and early
20t h century heritage. The New York
chapter pronotes preservation of our
hi storic district, individual and scenic
| andmar ks, interiors and civic art.

The Victorian Soci ety opposes the
proposed anmendnent to the Franchise

Agreement that would allow installation
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of bus shelters with advertising on the
perimeter of Central Park. We fully
support the June 9, 2023 letter of the
Central Park Conservancy describing the
reasons for the Conservancy's

opposi tion.

The adverse inpacts to this New York
City scenic |landmark and nati onal
hi storic | andmark woul d be every bit as
severe as stated and it would set a bad
precedent for simlar installations at
the perimeter of other scenic | andmarks
and parks throughout the City.

We note that the Draft Resol ution
you are considering states that DOT
found the proposed action to be Type |
under the City Environmental Quality
Revi ew Act and not subject to further
environmental review. This cannot be a
correct finding.

Type Il Actions are specified in
Chapter 6, Section 16 -- 617.5 of the
City's Rules and Regul ations and acti ons
of the type proposed are not included.

No action that involves physical
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alterations to a historic site can be a
Type Il Action.

Rat her, this is an Unlisted Action,
and, as such, requires an environnent al
assessment that exam nes the effects
that the project would have on the
Central Park historic site. Short
circuiting the CEQRA process by claimng
this project is a Type Il Action appears
to violate the letter and spirit of the
CEQRA | aw and regul ati ons.

Finally, to depend on the Landmarks
Comm ssion's future review of the
proposed Central Park |ocations to
mtigate damage is futile. Landmarks
repeatedly notes that its review of work
in scenic | andmarks, |ike Central Park,
i's advisory only.

In recent years, it does nothing
nmore than make suggestions to the
applying agency. |t chooses never to
require changes to design or scope. It
| eaves the binding review to the Public
Desi gn Comm ssi on, but the PDC has

nei ther the expertise, nor interest to
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review work in scenic |andmarks for
hi storic appropri ateness.

This |l eaves this inportant historic
park with no entity to ensure that work,
such as that proposed, is
architecturally, visually, and
hi storically appropriate and has no
adverse i npact.

For these reasons, we request that
you elimnate the proposed shelters
within the Central Park scenic | andmark
fromthe proposal and/or ensure that a
proper environmental reviewis
undertaken. Thank you very much.

THE CLERK: Thank you.

Next, we'll hear from Gabrielle
Brussel | .

Pl ease provide your full name and
affiliation for the record.

MS. BRUSSELL: Thank you. Good
afternoon, nmembers of the Franchi se and
Concession Review Comm ttee and everyone
el se.

My name is Gabrielle Brussell and |

am t he Chief Devel opnment Officer for
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cities of JCDecaux's Street Furniture
New Yor K. | am responsi ble for the

dai ly managenment of this franchise and |
work with the great team at DOT, as wel |
as many stake -- comunity stakehol ders.

It is a privilege to provide
services on New York City streets, from
bus shelters to art exhibitions to
public toilets, and a privilege to
engage with City constituents to expand
t hose services, including stakehol ders
of Riders Alliance, the Public Art Fund,
the Climte Group, the working group on
public toilets of Community Boards 1, 4,
and 5, the New York Foundation for
Senior Citizens, the United Spinal
Associ ation, as well as New Yorkers such
as Ms. Finkelstein, and the wonderf ul
architects at Grimshaw, all of whom are
testifying or will testify today.

As a third generation New Yorker who
was raised on the upper east side and in
the Village, and now lives in Long
| sland City with adult children |iving

in Brooklyn, | am well aware of the
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bal ance between historic street-scapes
and the provision of the street
furniture, as well as the bal ance that

needs to be struck in a City with

mllions of stakeholders within such a
range of lifestyles and a range of
access.

Thank you for the opportunity to
speak today and for the opportunity to
hear the many voi ces of people engaging
with public services in our City. | ask
t hat you approve this amendment so that
those services may be expanded to peopl e
who really need them  Thank you.

THE CLERK: Thank you.

Next, we'll hear from Matthew Bauer.

Pl ease provide your full name and
affiliation for the record.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Mat t hew Bauer, are you
on the |line?

(No response.)

THE CLERK: If you're nuted, you can
push *6 on your phone to un-nute.

(No response.)
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THE CLERK: Okay. We'IIl nmove on.
Next, we'll hear from Nuha Ansari .
MR. BAUER: ' m here.

THE CLERK: Oh, | apol ogi ze.

Matt hew Bauer ?

MR. HEI NZEN: Okay. Pl ease give us
your testinony, M. Bauer.

MR. BAUER: Sure. Hi. MW nanme is
Matt Bauer. |'m the President of the
Madi son Avenue Busi ness | nmprovenent
District, which covers Madi son Avenue
bet wen East 57th and East 86th Streets.
|*ve also submtted written testimony
regardi ng some of the concerns of our
busi nesses.

But it's really welcome news this
afternoon that the phrase in Section
4.2.2 regarding electronic media is now
not being changed, keeping the text that
electronic media will be permtted on a
case-by-case basis and except for
backlighting, printed posters will be
subject to the applicable zoning
regul ations for property adjacent to the

site.
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From the inception of the
coordi nated street furniture franchise
program bus shelter advertising was
explicitly tied to zoning regul ati ons.
The environmental assessment statenent
prepared for this project -- CEQRA
number 96- DOT-010Y -- stated electronic
media will be permtted only on a
case-by-case basis and except for the
backl i ghting, printed posters will be
subject to the applicable zoning
regul ati ons for the site.

The statement was included in the
Negati ve Decl aration for the then
proposed street furniture franchise in
May 1996.

The City Pl anning Comm ssion report
regardi ng the application for approval
of an RFP for the coordi nated street
furniture franchise in October of 1996
stated that the intent of the proposed
RFP is to ensure that electronically
ani mted media are permtted only on a
case-by-case basis and only in zoning

districts where the zoning resolution
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all ows them

City Council Resolution number 1004,
2003 stated that DOT should devel op
siting criteria for the franchise
structures to be included in any RFP or
the solicitation. This shall address,
but not be limted to, the permtted
uses on adjacent zoning |ots.

The New York City Department of
Transportation's request for proposals
for a franchise to install, operate, and
mai nt ai n bus stop shelters, issued on
March 26, 2004, states that electronic
media will be permtted only on a
case-by-case basis and except for the
backlighting of printed posters, will be
subject to the applicable zoning
regul ations for property adjacent to the
site.

Section 4.2 of the Amended and
Rest at ed Franchi se Agreenent between the
City of New York and Cenusa, dated
Oct ober 1, 2015, which is the current --
in place -- says, again, that electronic

media will be permtted only on a
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case-by-case basis, and except for the
backl i ghting of printed posters, will be
subject to the applicable zoning
regul ations for property adjacent to the
site.

Madi son Avenue from East 57th Street
to East 61st Street is zoned C5-3.
Madi son Avenue from East 61st to East
86th Street is zoned C5-1. According to
the Zoni ng Resol ution, flashing or
illum nated signs are not permtted in
the zoning district. Therefore, the
illum nated el ectronic signage planned
for the bus shelters on Madi son Avenue
are thus not permtted under the current
or now the new Franchi se Agreenent.

THE CLERK: l*'m sorry --

MR. BAUER: Thank you.

THE CLERK: -- we're at -- thank you
so nmuch. We're at time. Thank you.

Okay. Next, we'll hear from Nuha
Ansari .

Pl ease provide your full name and
affiliation for the record.

MS. ANSARI: Hi. M name is Nuha
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Ansari and |I'mtestifying on behalf of
Fri ends of the Upper East Side Historic
District.

Founded in 1982, Friends is an
i ndependent, not-for-profit organization
dedi cated to the preservation and
celebration of the architectural | egacy,
l'ivability, and (indiscernible) of the
Upper East Si de.

We recently | earned, although with
little public notice, that the NYC
Depart ment of Transportation is
proposi ng an amendment to their
Franchi se Agreement with JCDecaux to
allow for an increase in the number of
bus shelters the company installs and
operates, including 11 new bus shelters
proposed along Fifth Avenue on the
perimeter of Central Park, which could
include electronically lit advertisement
panel as part of their design.

Whi |l e we understand the potenti al
benefits of installing bus shelters, we
are concerned that installing these bus

shelters around the perimeter of Centra
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Park, a New York City scenic | andmark
and national historic |andmark, would
have a significant negative i nmpact on
t he character and visual appeal of one
of the City's most treasured public
spaces.

The perimeter of Central Park is
part of the landmark site and its
protected features include the hexagonal
asphalt pavers and granite bl ocks of the
perimeter sidewalk, as well as the trees
l'ining the perimeter, which are both
integral parts of the Park. | ndeed, the
double row of elmtrees along Fifth
Avenue are considered to be one of the
nation's ol dest intact stands of
American Elnms that survive today.

The proposed bus shelter would
I mpede the enjoynment and experience of
this part of the Park and woul d be out
of keeping with the character of this
hi storic street-scape.

Compar abl e | andmar k parks in other
cities, such as Regent's Park in London

or the Bois de Boulogne in Paris, do not
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all ow advertising along their perineters
and New York City's own regul ations
have, since 1914, banned commerci al
advertising within view of a public
park, l|larger than half an acre.

In addition, the DOT siting
gui delines for bus shelters specify that
shelters nust be five feet away from
tree trunks, canopies, and street --
three feet fromstreet lights or traffic
signals. W also understand that
JCDecaux proposes to place bus shelters
al ong Madi son Avenue within the historic
district.

Fri ends expressed their concerns
about the proposed bus shelters in 2019,
and even though they have been
redesi gned with a narrower profile, we
still believe that they obstruct views
of the storefronts, one of the nost
significant character-defining features
of the avenue, as designed in the LPC s
Hi storic District Designation Report.

They woul d be detrinmental to the

pedestrian experience of Madi son Avenue,
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whose storefronts maintain visually
stri king nodul ar rhythms derived from
the 20 to 25-foot width of the row
houses within which they are housed.

THE CLERK: Okay. W're at time --
"' m sorry. Thank you. We're at tine.

Next, we'll hear from Brenda Levin.

Pl ease provide your full name and
affiliation for the record.

MS. LEVIN: Good afternoon, menbers
of the FCRC. | am Brenda Levin. | am a
consultant to JCDecaux. This testinmony
IS very personal

| was a Comm ssioner for
ni ne-and-a-half years on the New York
City Planning Conmm ssi on. | was a
member of Manhattan Community Board 6
where | chaired the Land Use Comm ttee
and | was Director of Community
Rel ations for the City's O ynmpic Bid
Comm ttee, the people who suggested a
stadium on the far west side of
Manhattan -- a stadium that now stands
in New Jersey. | am no stranger to

opposi tion.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re FCRC June Renote Public Hearing NYC -

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Contract Services (MOCS)
June 12 2023

Mayor s O fice of

74

As a menber of a Community Board, |
was both a supporter and opponent. As a
Pl anni ng Comm ssioner, | had the
privilege of being one of a group of
deci si on-makers. Conmmunity Boards are
my favorite, even when they do not I|ike
my client's projects. Not wanting a
stadiumis understandabl e, but not
wanti ng bus shelters is inexplicable.

Hi stori c nei ghborhoods are not
uni que to New York City. Great shopping
streets and magnificent public parks are
not unique to New York City, but
Ham | ton the nusical has it right. W
are the greatest city in the world. MWy
woul d we think we do not need bus
shelters and self-cleaning automatic
public toilets?

Cities many times ol der than New
York with nore fragile historic areas
have bus shelters and, yes, automatic
public toilets. A city's responsibility
Is to provide public services, great and
small. \When business inmprovenent

districts were before the Pl anning
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Comm ssion, | voiced my concern that

| esser-advant aged nei ghbor hoods woul d
not be able to have bids and that bids
woul d provide vital City services.

was assured that vital City services
woul d continue to be provided by the
City. They would not be the exclusive
purvi ew of the bids.

Now, a bid asks you to deny bus
shelters. | consider bus shelters
vital. Why woul d anyone have to stand
in the rain? Unfortunately, we can
never have bus shelters at every bus
stop, but the City Council verbally
mandat ed equity. The Madi son Avenue bus
routes are equity bus routes, taking day
wor kers home to nei ghborhoods
consi derably | ess advantaged than
Madi son Avenue on the Upper East Side.

Pl ease grant all neighborhoods the
opportunity to have bus shelters and
self-cleaning automatic public toilets.
Thank you.

MR. HEI NZEN: Thank you, Ms. Levin.

| just want to make a statement.
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At this point, we're well -- we're
into the second hour of testinmony. I
asked at the beginning and | was told
there would be two representatives from
JCDecaux speaking. At this point, we've
had three representatives from JCDecaux,
none -- not including the two who
identified thensel ves.

| would ask that the -- those two,
obvi ously, can testify. I woul d ask
everyone to keep in mnd the
three-mnute limt.

| would ask al so that additional
JCDecaux representatives who nmay be
t hi nki ng of speaking, please submt
written testinmony. All of it will be in
the public record. All of that will be
avai |l able to the nmembers of the
community and to the public for our
consi der ati on.

But just in the interest of time, we
have many people waiting to testify and
it's inmportant that everyone's viewpoint
be all owed to be heard. Thank you.

THE CLERK: Thank you, Bill.
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Next, we'll hear from Casimr -- |
apol ogi ze. | don't think | wrote your
| ast name down.

MR. ZDANI US: Yeah, that's okay. Hi
t here.

THE CLERK: Hi . Pl ease provide your
full name and affiliation.

MR. ZDANI US: Sure. Casimr
Zdani us, Principal at Grimshaw
Architects, designers of the New York
City Bus Shelter Coordinated Street
Franchi se, also representing
(i ndiscernible) partner, who is also on
the call.

Okay. So, thank you for the
opportunity to provide testinony. W
are strongly in favor of the new bus
shelters.

During the Mayor's initiative
decades past were inproved streets for
peopl e in place-mking and gradua
changes took places to create a City
more for people -- a high density city
successful for its occupants, not built

around its roads, cars, buildings,
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narrow si dewal ks.

| nproved streets and pl ace- maki ng
wer e undertaken by review ng successf ul
Eur opean nmodels. Pre-qualification
desi gn and excell ence prograns were al
created with an eye on the future for a
City built for people, boosting social
integration and activity | ongevity for
t he peopl e.

Visitors to cities for major events,
for exanmple, the O ynpic games, are
al ways asked for their positive and
negative i npressions of the city or
event. W thout exception, public
el ements, stanchions, signage systens,
waste systens, public transportation
infrastructure are always right at the
top of the list in these surveys.

We design these bus shelters to the
surroundi ngs, clean and see-through, not
to encroach facades or sidewal ks; a
| asting clean design that does not
represent an age or aging
infrastructure. These approaches work

well in the ability of a design to be

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re FCRC June Renote Public Hearing NYC -

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Contract Services (MOCS)
June 12 2023

Mayor s O fice of

79

adj usted over tinme -- |onger or shorter
versions of units, such as the extended
design for the rapid bus service or the
(i ndiscernible). W've nodified smaller
foundations to protect the bel ow-ground
pre-existing conditions, all without
having to reinvent the (indiscernible).
They (indiscernible) units and a
temporary appeal. These factors are
I mportant for such el ements.
The ability to create orientation or
identification, may convey soci al
i ntegration of quality of life
t hroughout all boroughs wi t hout
prejudi ce, ADA accessibility, and a
sense of security and sited by
consi stent mai ntenance consi derati ons.
We are strongly in favor of the
boroughs receiving nore bus shelters
froma famly design that can be adapted
to a variety of conditions, of the sanme
famly -- of the same inclusivity -- the
five boroughs connected through these
fam lial transportation el ements.

Thank you for the opportunity to
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testify in favor of the bus shelters.

THE CLERK: Thank you very much.

Next, we'll hear from Steve Noghray.

Pl ease provide your full name and
affiliation for the record.

MR. NOGHRAY: Good afternoon. Wy
nanme i s Steve Noghray. | am with Sage
Realty calling on behalf of 437 Madi son
Avenue in M dtown Manhatt an.

We're submtting our verbal comments
today to strongly oppose the amendment
to the Coordinated Street Furniture
Franchi se Agreenent.

We are the owner of the building
| ocated at 437 Madi son Avenue and have
significant concerns with the Agreenent,
specifically with regards to the new bus
shelters as defined in Schedule Y of the
Agr eement .

There are two new bus shelters
proposed on Madi son Avenue directly at
the entrance to 437 Madison. 437
Madi son has frontage on Madi son Avenue,
49t h and 50th Street, and has a | ot area

of approximately 38,360 square feet.
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| mportantly, 437 Madison has two public
pl azas | ocated on the property.

I n other words, approximtely
10, 000 square feet is dedicated to
public use and enjoynment, but is
privately owned and mai nt ai ned.

The plazas have strict requirements
for fixed and movabl e seating, signage,
pl antings, lighting, and much nore.

Mor eover, due to the grading at the
property, there are fixed wall benches
surroundi ng the property line at the
public sidewal k creating a unique
pedestrian wal ki ng pat h.

We have not been provided plans of
the bus shelters proposed to be | ocated
at 437 Madi son and we suspect that due
to the grading and amenities, it would
be chall enging, if not impossible, to
meet the DOT specifications for bus
shelters. Therefore, the Agreenment
shoul d be approved as written and shoul d
be nodified to renmove specific bus
shelter | ocations without prior review

by DOT and the property owners.
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In addition to the physical
constraints at 437 Madi son, we also have
soci al and security concerns. W are
supporters of the benefits of public
open space throughout the City, however,
with these beautiful anmenities at our
building, it also attracts undesirable
activities such as loitering, vandalism
and drug use, which negatively inmpacts
our enpl oyees, tenants, and custoners.

Our management has respectfully
handl ed these chal l engi ng i ssues, which
have significantly worsened since the
COVI D pandem c. The Agreenment does not
outline bus stop risk assessnment
consi derations, crime prevention
desi gns, or policies and procedures in
addressi ng such concerns.

The public plazas at 437 Madi son
al ready draw crime and we are concerned
that the bus shelters will further add
to this problem

For the reasons stated, the
Agreement shoul d not be approved until

t he bus shelter | ocations are revi ewed
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by all parties to ensure that they do
not negatively impact the quality of
|ife of our residents, workers, and
tourists, and we continue to strive to
make M dtown Manhattan the nei ghbor hood
it was before the pandem c.

Thank you for your consideration.

THE CLERK: Thank you very much.

| just want to confirmthat everyone

who is registered has given -- had an
opportunity to speak. |*ve reached the
end of my |ist. | want to make sure |

didn't m ss anyone.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Okay. |t appears we
have now heard all testinony on this
Cal endar Item

MR. HEI NZEN: Thank you.

Woul d you please call the next
Cal endar Iten?

THE CLERK: New York City Mayor's
Office of Contract Services, Calendar
ltem number 2, in the matter of a public
heari ng on Agency Annual Concessi on

Pl ans for Fiscal Year 2024, pursuant to
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Section 1-10 of the Concessi on Rul es of
the City of New York and proposed
changes to the Adm nistrative
Procedures.

At this remote public hearing, the
Clerk, on behalf of the Franchise and
Concession Review Commttee, will
solicit comments about the provisions of
t he Concessi on Rules and pl anned
Adm ni strative Procedure changes from
t he vendor community, civic groups, and
t he public at | arge.

The FCRC shall consider the issues
raised at the remote public hearing in
accordance with the procedures set forth
in the Charter under the City
Adm ni strative Procedure Act.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Bill, you're muted.

MR. HEI NZEN: Sorry, that's not
hel pful .

We will take testimony fromthe
public, but first, does any nmember of
the Commttee wish to make a statement

on this Cal endar |tent?

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re FCRC June Renote Public Hearing NYC -

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Contract Services (MOCS)
June 12 2023

Mayor s O fice of

85

(No response.)

MR. HEI NZEN: Okay. W Il you pl ease
call the first person who wi shes to
testify on this iten?

THE CLERK: We have heard al
testinony on this Calendar Item

MR. HEI NZEN: Okay. Thanks -- thank
you very much.

Bef ore we conclude, | just want to
ask if any of the agencies presenting
the items today have any statements for
the record prior to the close of the
hearing?

MS. CRAVEN: No, we have no
st at ement .

MR. HEI NZEN: Okay. |If no one else
wi shes to speak, that concludes today's
heari ng.

We ask that the reporter make the
entire Public Hearing Agenda, which was
made publicly avail able and distributed
at this hearing, part of the fina
record of the proceeding.

The hearing is now closed. Thank

you.
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THE CLERK: Thank you all so much.

(Time noted: 3:51 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

I, JULIA M SPEROCS, a Notary Public
for and within the State of New York, do
hereby certify:

That the witness whose testinony as
herein set forth, was duly sworn by me;
and that the within transcript is a true
record of the testinmony given by said
wi t ness.

| further certify that | am not
related to any of the parties to this
action by blood or marri age, and that |
amin no way interested in the outcome
of this matter.

I N W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto
set my hand this 12th day of June, 2023.

T“ngWY\S%MQO
J Julia M. Speros
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