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1                 MR. STAMOULIS:  All right.  So, we are
  
2           now starting the November 7th FCRC remote
  
3           public hearing.  My name is Alex Stamoulis.
  
4           I am the clerk for the FCRC.  Before we get
  
5           started with this proceeding, I'd like to
  
6           confirm that everyone can hear me clearly.
  
7                 CHAIR STODDART:  Yes.
  
8                (Chorus of yeses.)
  
9                 MR. STAMOULIS:  Okay.  All right.
  

10           Today's hearing is being held via Microsoft
  

11           Teams conference call, and we ask that all
  

12           attendees announce their name for the record
  

13           each time they speak on the call for ease of
  

14           transcription.  If you are not speaking, we
  

15           once again ask that you mute your microphone
  

16           to avoid background noises during the call.
  

17                 Only one person should be speaking at
  

18           any given time.  I will direct, should there
  

19           be any conflict.  As a reminder, we have
  

20           currently muted everyone on the call.  If you
  

21           need to speak, you can unmute yourself by
  

22           pressing star 6 or unmuting yourself in the
  

23           Teams app.
  

24                 Thank you very much.
  

25                 Chair, we are ready to begin.
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1                 CHAIR STODDART:  Good afternoon, and
  
2           thank you all for being here.  My name is
  
3           Allison Stoddart, Chair of the FCRC.  The
  
4           Franchise and Concession Review Committee
  
5           Remote Public Hearing will now come to order.
  
6                 Will the Clerk please call the roll?
  
7                 MR. STAMOULIS:  Mayor?
  
8                 CHAIR STODDART:  Allison Stoddart,
  
9           present.
  

10                 MR. STAMOULIS:  Office of the Mayor?
  

11                (No response).
  

12                 MR. STAMOULIS:  Let the record reflect
  

13           that the Office of the Mayor is not present.
  

14                 Comptroller?
  

15                 MR. KATSORHIS:  John Katsorhis,
  

16           present.
  

17                 MR. STAMOULIS:  Corporation Counsel?
  

18                 MS. SUTTON:  Kenisha Sutton, present.
  

19                 MR. STAMOULIS:  Office of Management
  

20           and Budget?
  

21                 MS. QUINTIAN:  Yvonne Quintian,
  

22           present.
  

23                 MR. STAMOULIS:  President, Borough of
  

24           the Bronx?
  

25                (No response).
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1                 MR. STAMOULIS:  Let the record reflect
  
2           the president, Borough of the Bronx is not
  
3           present.
  
4                 President, Borough of Brooklyn?
  
5                (No response).
  
6                 MR. STAMOULIS:  Let the record reflect
  
7           the president, Borough of Brooklyn is not
  
8           present.
  
9                 MR. DOUGLAS:  Apologies.
  

10                 John Douglas.  I'm here.
  

11                 MR. STAMOULIS:  Thank you.
  

12                 I'm amending the record.  Let the
  

13           record reflect the president, Borough of
  

14           Brooklyn is present.
  

15                 President, Borough of Manhattan?
  

16                 MS. VEST:  Tomi Vest, present.
  

17                 MR. STAMOULIS:  President, Borough of
  

18           Queens?
  

19                 MR. SWISHER:  Allan Swisher for Queens
  

20           Borough President, Donovan Richards, present.
  

21                 MR. STAMOULIS:  President, Borough of
  

22           Staten Island?
  

23                 MS. LEFKOWITZ:  Lauren Lefkowitz,
  

24           present.
  

25                 MR. STAMOULIS:  Representative, the
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1           Department of Health and Mental Hygiene?
  
2                 MS. HELBURN:  Lisa Helburn, present.
  
3                 MR. STAMOULIS:  Representative, Office
  
4           of Technology and Innovation?
  
5                 MR. SIKOFF:  Brett Sikoff, present.
  
6                 MR. STAMOULIS:  That concludes the roll
  
7           call.
  
8                 CHAIR STODDART:  This is Allison
  
9           Stoddart.  Welcome to this remote public
  

10           hearing of the Franchise and Concession
  

11           Review Committee.  The hearing being
  

12           conducted today has been publicly advertised
  

13           in accordance with the New York City Charter
  

14           and Concession Rules of the City of New York.
  

15                 We want to be sure that anyone desiring
  

16           to be heard has an opportunity to do so.  We
  

17           are registering individuals now for later
  

18           testimony.  Those registered will be called
  

19           upon to testify after their calendar item has
  

20           been called.  All persons wishing to speak,
  

21           must now provide their name, affiliation,
  

22           indicate which calendar items they wish to
  

23           testify on, and whether they are for or
  

24           against said item to the Clerk at this time.
  

25                 MR. STAMOULIS:  Does anyone wish to
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1           testify?
  
2                (No response).
  
3                 MR. STAMOULIS:  It appears that no one
  
4           from the public wishes to testify at this
  
5           hearing.
  
6                 CHAIR STODDART:  Thanks.
  
7                 Alex, do you want to just remind
  
8           everyone how they can unmute themselves if
  
9           they've called in?  I just want to make sure.
  

10                 MR. STAMOULIS:  Yes.  As a reminder, if
  

11           you've called in and you find yourself muted,
  

12           you can press star 6.  Again, star 6 to
  

13           unmute yourself.  If you are calling in via
  

14           the Teams application, you can simply unmute
  

15           your microphone in the application.
  

16                 MR. GORE:  I would like to testify.
  

17                 MR. STAMOULIS:  All right.  Can I have
  

18           your name, affiliation, and which calendar
  

19           item, please.
  

20                 MR. GORE:  I'm Arnold Gore from
  

21           Brooklyn, New York.  I'm a member of
  

22           New Yorkers for Wire Tech.
  

23                 I'm opposed to the transfer of the
  

24           ZenFi Networks to a Delaware corporation.
  

25           There have been numerous studies
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1           documenting --
  
2                 MR. STAMOULIS:  Sir, you can testify
  
3           when the item is called.  For now, we're just
  
4           getting your name and affiliation, so we can
  
5           register you to testify later.
  
6                 MR. GORE:  Yes.
  
7                 MR. STAMOULIS:  Can I just have your
  
8           name one more time, please.
  
9                 MR. GORE:  Arnold Gore, A-R-N-O-L-D,
  

10           G-O-R-E, from Brooklyn, New York.
  

11                 MR. STAMOULIS:  Thank you very much,
  

12           Mr. Gore.
  

13                 Does anyone else wish to testify?
  

14           Again, if you are muted, if I'm not
  

15           responding, press star 6 to unmute yourself.
  

16                (No response).
  

17                 MR. STAMOULIS:  All right.  It appears
  

18           that no one else from the public wish to
  

19           testify in this hearing at this time, Madam
  

20           Chair.
  

21                 CHAIR STODDART:  Thank you.
  

22                 Each speaker will be allotted
  

23           approximately three minutes.  When you
  

24           testify, please restate your name and
  

25           affiliation, if any.  You may also submit
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1           written testimony to the Clerk, which will be
  
2           made part of the record.  Any written
  
3           submissions must be given to the Clerk before
  
4           the close of the remote public hearing via
  
5           e-mail to fcrc@mocs.nyc.gov.
  
6                 Will the Clerk please call the first
  
7           calendar item.
  
8                 MR. STAMOULIS:  New York City
  
9           Department of Health and Mental Hygiene,
  

10           Calendar Item Number 1:  In the matter of the
  

11           intent to seek Franchise and Concession
  

12           Review Committee approval, pursuant to
  

13           Section 1-16 of the Concession Rules of the
  

14           City of New York, to utilize a different
  

15           procedure, to enter into an amendment to the
  

16           existing concession agreement with OptumRx
  

17           Discount Card Services, LLC, to develop,
  

18           operate and administer the NYC Drug Discount
  

19           Card Program available to all New York City
  

20           residents.
  

21                 This amendment will extend the
  

22           expiration date of the concession agreement
  

23           from January 1, 2022, to June 30, 2023.
  

24                 CHAIR STODDART:  We will take testimony
  

25           from the public.  But first, I'd like to ask
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1           the members of the committee if they have any
  
2           statements?
  
3                (No response).
  
4                 CHAIR STODDART:  Will the Clerk please
  
5           call the next person who wishes to testify.
  
6                 MR. STAMOULIS:  We have heard all
  
7           testimony on this calendar item.
  
8                 CHAIR STODDART:  Will the Clerk please
  
9           call the next calendar item.
  

10                 MR. STAMOULIS:  New York City Office of
  

11           Technology and Innovation, Calendar Item
  

12           Number 2:  In the matter of the intent to
  

13           seek Franchise and Concession Review
  

14           Committee approval of a proposed information
  

15           services franchise agreement between the City
  

16           of New York, by and through its Department of
  

17           Information Technology and
  

18           Telecommunications, now known as the Office
  

19           of Technology and Innovation, and Annex
  

20           Fiber, Inc., to grant a nonexclusive
  

21           franchise to construct, install, use, operate
  

22           and/or maintain wire, cable and/or optical
  

23           fiber and associated equipment on, over, and
  

24           under the inalienable property of the City
  

25           for the provision of Information Services.
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1                 The proposed franchise agreement has a
  
2           term lasting from notice of commencement
  
3           until June 26, 2032.  There is an option, at
  
4           OTI's sole discretion, for the parties to
  
5           extend the agreement for up to a further
  
6           five-year period.
  
7                 CHAIR STODDART:  We will take testimony
  
8           from the public.  But first, I'd like to ask
  
9           the members of the committee if they have any
  

10           statements?
  

11                (No response).
  

12                 CHAIR STODDART:  Will the Clerk please
  

13           call the next person who wishes to testify.
  

14                 MR. STAMOULIS:  We have now heard all
  

15           testimony on this calendar item.
  

16                 CHAIR STODDART:  Will the Clerk please
  

17           call the next calendar item.
  

18                 MR. STAMOULIS:  New York City Office of
  

19           Technology and Innovation, Calendar Item
  

20           Number 3:  In the matter of approval --
  

21                 MS. WILKENS:  Hello?
  

22                 MR. STAMOULIS:  Yes.
  

23                 MR. GORE:  I requested to testify on
  

24           the transfer of the ZenFi Networks, and you
  

25           say that all testimony has been heard.
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1                 MR. STAMOULIS:  Sir, that was with
  
2           regards -- if I may, Mr. Gore, you've
  
3           requested to testify on Calendar
  
4           Items Number 6 or 7.  We are not there yet.
  
5           Once we get to those items, we will ask for
  
6           testimony and your name will be called.
  
7                 MR. GORE:  Yes.  Okay.  Thank you.
  
8                 MS. WILKENS:  Okay.  Thank you.  Thank
  
9           you.
  

10                 MR. STAMOULIS:  I'm sorry.  I hear
  

11           another voice.
  

12                 Does someone else wish to testify?
  

13                (No response).
  

14                 MR. STAMOULIS:  All right.  From the
  

15           beginning, I will reintroduce Calendar Item
  

16           Number 3.
  

17                 New York City Office of Technology and
  

18           Innovation, Calendar Item Number 3:  In the
  

19           matter of the intent to seek Franchise and
  

20           Concession Review Committee approval of a
  

21           proposed information services franchise
  

22           agreement between the City of New York, by
  

23           and through its Office of Technology and
  

24           Innovations and Silicon Harlem, LLC, to grant
  

25           a nonexclusive franchise to construct,
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1           install, use, operate and/or maintain wire,
  
2           cable and/or optical fiber and associated
  
3           equipment on, over, and under the inalienable
  
4           property of the City for the provision of
  
5           Information Services.  The proposed franchise
  
6           agreement has a term lasting from notice of
  
7           commencement until June 26, 2032.
  
8                 There is an option, at OTI's sole
  
9           discretion, for the parties to extend the
  

10           agreement for up to a further five-year
  

11           period.
  

12                 CHAIR STODDART:  We will take testimony
  

13           from the public.  But first, I'd like to ask
  

14           the members of the committee if they have any
  

15           statements?
  

16                (No response).
  

17                 CHAIR STODDART:  Will the Clerk please
  

18           call the next person who wishes to testify.
  

19                 MR. STAMOULIS:  We have now heard all
  

20           testimony on this calendar item.
  

21                 CHAIR STODDART:  Will the Clerk please
  

22           call the next calendar item.
  

23                 MR. STAMOULIS:  New York City Office of
  

24           Technology and Innovation, Calendar Item
  

25           Number 4:  In the matter of the intent to
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1           seek Franchise and Concession Review
  
2           Committee approval of a proposed information
  
3           services franchise agreement between the City
  
4           of New York, by and through its Office of
  
5           Technology and Innovation and United Federal
  
6           Data of New York, LLC, to grant a
  
7           nonexclusive franchise to construct, install,
  
8           use, operate and/or maintain wire, cable
  
9           and/or optical fiber and associated equipment
  

10           on, over, and under the inalienable property
  

11           of the City for the provision of Information
  

12           Services.
  

13                 The proposed franchise agreement has a
  

14           term lasting from notice of commencement
  

15           until June 26, 2032.  There is an option, at
  

16           OTI's sole discretion, for the parties to
  

17           extend the agreement for up to a further
  

18           five-year period.
  

19                 CHAIR STODDART:  We will take testimony
  

20           from the public.  But first, I'd like to ask
  

21           the members of the committee if they have any
  

22           statements?
  

23                (No response).
  

24                 CHAIR STODDART:  Will the Clerk please
  

25           call the next person who wishes to testify.
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1                 MR. STAMOULIS:  We have now heard all
  
2           testimony on this calendar item.
  
3                 CHAIR STODDART:  Will the Clerk please
  
4           call the next calendar item.
  
5                 MR. STAMOULIS:  New York City Office of
  
6           Technology and Innovation, Calendar Item
  
7           Number 5:  In the matter of the intent to
  
8           seek Franchise and Concession Review
  
9           Committee approval of a proposed information
  

10           services franchise agreement between the City
  

11           of New York, by through its Office of
  

12           Technology and Innovation and Virtual Media
  

13           Visions Network, LLC, to grant a nonexclusive
  

14           franchise to construct, install, use, operate
  

15           and/or maintain wire, cable and/or optical
  

16           fiber and associated equipment on, over, and
  

17           under the inalienable property of the City
  

18           for the provision of Information Services.
  

19                 The proposed franchise agreement has a
  

20           term lasting from notice of commencement
  

21           until June 26, 2032.  There is an option, at
  

22           OTI's sole discretion, for the parties to
  

23           extend the agreement for up to a further
  

24           five-year period.
  

25                 CHAIR STODDART:  We will take testimony
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1           from the public.  But first, I'd like to ask
  
2           the members of the committee if they have any
  
3           statements?
  
4                (No response).
  
5                 CHAIR STODDART:  Will the Clerk please
  
6           call the next person who wishes to testify.
  
7                 MR. STAMOULIS:  We have now heard all
  
8           testimony on this calendar item.
  
9                 CHAIR STODDART:  Will the Clerk please
  

10           call the next calendar item.
  

11                 MR. STAMOULIS:  New York City Office of
  

12           Technology and Innovation, Calendar Item
  

13           Number 6:  In the matter of the intent to
  

14           seek Franchise and Concession Review
  

15           Committee approval of a proposed acquisition
  

16           of ZenFi Networks, LLC, in its entirety, by
  

17           BAI U.S. HoldCo, LLC.
  

18                 ZenFi Networks, LLC is the holder of an
  

19           information services franchise agreement with
  

20           City of New York, which grants a nonexclusive
  

21           franchise to construct, install, use, operate
  

22           and/or maintain wire, cable and/or optical
  

23           fiber and associated equipment on, over, and
  

24           under the inalienable property of the City
  

25           for provision of Informational Services.
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1                 OTI has reviewed the proposed
  
2           transaction and the franchise agreement and
  
3           has determined that FCRC approval is
  
4           required.
  
5                 CHAIR STODDART:  We will take testimony
  
6           from the public.  But first, I'd like to ask
  
7           members of the committee if they have any
  
8           statements?
  
9                (No response).
  

10                 CHAIR STODDART:  Will the Clerk please
  

11           call the next person who wishes to testify.
  

12                 MR. STAMOULIS:  Arnold Gore, please
  

13           provide your full name and affiliation for
  

14           the record.
  

15                 MR. GORE:  I am Arnold Gore from
  

16           Brooklyn, New York, and I'm with New Yorkers
  

17           for Wire Technology.
  

18                 I'm opposed to the transfer of ZenFi
  

19           Networks to a Delaware corporation.  There
  

20           have been numerous studies documenting the
  

21           increased brain cancer rates and decreased
  

22           fertility rates associated with wireless
  

23           communications.  See Environmental Health
  

24           Trust.  Their website is ehtrust.org/science.
  

25                 And insurance companies will not ensure
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1           the safety of wireless networks because it's
  
2           too unknown at the extent of damage.  And
  
3           this just adds an additional layer of denial
  
4           of liability protection.  The District of
  
5           Columbia Circuit Court of Appeals, which is
  
6           one rung below the United States Supreme
  
7           Court, had ordered the federal communications
  
8           commission to update its 25-year-old
  
9           standards on the wireless exposure.
  

10                 With their decision of August 13, 19 --
  

11           2021, to date, the FCC has not updated those
  

12           regulations.  We should not be considering
  

13           Wi-Fi until they have updated those
  

14           regulations.  In over a year, they have not
  

15           done that.  We should be able to influence
  

16           kind of technology used.  Wire technology is
  

17           much superior.
  

18                 Thank you.
  

19                 MR. STAMOULIS:  Thank you for your
  

20           testimony, Mr. Gore.
  

21                 Before we close off testimony on this
  

22           item, I believe I heard one other individual
  

23           express interest.  If you wish to speak on
  

24           this item, please --
  

25                 MS. WILKENS:  Yes.
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1                 MR. STAMOULIS:  -- identify yourself.
  
2                 MS. WILKENS:  Yes.  Can you hear me?
  
3                 MR. STAMOULIS:  Yes.  Can you please
  
4           provide your full name and affiliation for
  
5           the record.
  
6                 MS. WILKENS:  Yes.  Odette Wilkens, and
  
7           I am president and general counsel of Wired
  
8           Broadband, Inc., based in Forest Hills, New
  
9           York.
  

10                 MR. STAMOULIS:  Okay.  You have
  

11           three minutes to testify.  You may proceed
  

12           now.
  

13                 Thank you.
  

14                 MS. WILKENS:  Okay.  Thank you.
  

15                 I'm an attorney.  Having represented
  

16           many multinational corporations and
  

17           technology transaction over the past
  

18           20 years, I just want to say that these jumbo
  

19           5G monopoles that's now being erected around
  

20           the City, in Borough Park, Lower East Side,
  

21           Upper East Side and Upper West Side.  The
  

22           residents of these locations are outraged by
  

23           these structures in the neighborhoods right
  

24           outside their window.
  

25                 And, in fact, in one instance, it is
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1           less than ten feet from the building, which
  
2           under the franchise agreement requires input
  
3           and approval of a community board.  That has
  
4           not happened.  There's also a resident with a
  
5           pacemaker who should no be anywhere near such
  
6           tower.  It's literally the Wild West in New
  
7           York City, as far as wireless installations
  
8           are concerned.
  
9                 The committee should not be allowing
  

10           these monstrosities on our street and
  

11           endangering the health of our residents.
  

12           There are thousands of scientific Syracuse
  

13           studies concluding biological harms and,
  

14           indeed, people have been seriously injured in
  

15           New York City, and some have had to take
  

16           refuge outside of New York City because of
  

17           the radiation already emitted by existing
  

18           structures.
  

19                 These jumbo 5G monopoles will make it
  

20           worse.  Now, there are several issues to take
  

21           into consideration; one is, there has been no
  

22           transparency in the process.  The franchise
  

23           and agreement that I believe this committee
  

24           approved for telecom structures were approved
  

25           in April of 2020 in the middle of lockdown.
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1           There was no transparency, no public hearings
  
2           regarding any of these 5G antenna
  
3           installations or the significance of these
  
4           franchising agreements.
  
5                 The FCC emission limits are outdated,
  
6           as Mr. Gore indicated.  The Court of Appeals
  
7           of the DC Circuit in 2021 discredited the
  
8           FCC's wireless emission standards, which are
  
9           outdated as of 1996 because the FCC failed to
  

10           take into consideration the submissions of
  

11           11,000 pages of scientific study.  Now, there
  

12           has been no environmental review.  Absolutely
  

13           none.
  

14                 MR. STAMOULIS:  One minute remaining.
  

15                 MS. WILKENS:  Thank you.
  

16                 Of any environmental impact or health
  

17           impact on the residents of New York City.  I
  

18           would not approve of any additional
  

19           franchising opportunities or such with ZenFi.
  

20           And I'm -- I'm sorry.  What did you say?
  

21                 MR. STAMOULIS:  I apologize.  I
  

22           mistakenly assumed you were finish.  If you
  

23           have further testimony, you may continue.
  

24                 MS. WILKENS:  Okay.  I'm sorry.
  

25                 We submitted FOILS to the Department of
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1           Information Technology and Telecommunications
  
2           as early as October and November of last year
  
3           for information regarding these jumbo 5G
  
4           monopoles, and they included the proposed
  
5           locations of each of these towers, all
  
6           electrical and engineering drawings
  
7           specifications, wavelength, frequency,
  
8           antenna gain, antenna length, power potential
  
9           of the wireless antennas, model number, the
  

10           companies will be manufacturing and
  

11           installing them, and all FCC frequency band
  

12           in which these wireless antennas will be
  

13           operating, and as well as any correspondence
  

14           between the City and ZenFi, and none has been
  

15           forthcoming.
  

16                 The DoITT has an extent in the time to
  

17           respond, about every 30 days.  It is now over
  

18           a year and --
  

19                 MR. STAMOULIS:  That completed your
  

20           time.  Thank you so much for your testimony.
  

21                 MS. WILKENS:  Thank you.
  

22                 MR. STAMOULIS:  Thank you.
  

23                 Does anyone else wish to speak on this
  

24           calendar item?
  

25                (No response).
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1                 MR. STAMOULIS:  We have now heard all
  
2           testimony on this calendar item.
  
3                 CHAIR STODDART:  Will the Clerk please
  
4           call the next calendar item.
  
5                 MR. STAMOULIS:  New York City Office of
  
6           Technology and Innovation, Calendar Item
  
7           Number 7:  In the matter of the intent to
  
8           seek Franchise and Concession Review
  
9           Committee approval of a proposed acqui --
  

10           (speaking interruption).
  

11                 I apologize.  Could whoever is speaking
  

12           please mute themselves.
  

13                 I will restart from the beginning.
  

14                 New York City Office of Technology and
  

15           Innovation, Calendar Item Number 7:  In the
  

16           matter of the intent to seek Franchise and
  

17           Concession Review Committee approval of a
  

18           proposed acquisition of ZenFi Networks, LLC
  

19           by BAI U.S. HoldCo, LLC.
  

20                 ZenFi Networks, LLC is the holder of a
  

21           mobile telecom franchise agreement with the
  

22           City of New York allowing the installation,
  

23           operation, maintenance of equipment and
  

24           facilities, including base stations and
  

25           access point facilities on New York
 

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100



In Re Hearing NYC - Mayor`s Office of Contract Services (MOCS)
November 7, 2022

 24
  

  
1           City-owned street lights and traffic
  
2           lights -- light poles, and certain
  
3           privately-owned utility poles located on the
  
4           City streets.
  
5                 And subject to further necessary
  
6           approvals, LinkNYC kiosks, bus stops
  
7           shelters, and automatic public toilets, all
  
8           in connection with the provision of mobile
  
9           telecommunications services.
  

10                 OTI has reviewed the proposed
  

11           transaction and the franchise agreement and
  

12           has determined that FCRC approval is
  

13           required.
  

14                 CHAIR STODDART:  We will take testimony
  

15           from the public.  But first, I'd like to ask
  

16           the members of the committee if they have any
  

17           statements?
  

18                (No response).
  

19                 CHAIR STODDART:  Will the Clerk please
  

20           call the next person who wishes to testify.
  

21                 MR. STAMOULIS:  Mr. Arnold Gore, you
  

22           indicated you wish to testify regarding the
  

23           ZenFi Networks, LLC matter.  Do you wish to
  

24           testify on this item?
  

25                 MR. GORE:  (Inaudible).
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1                 MR. STAMOULIS:  I'm sorry.  Could you
  
2           repeat, Mr. Gore.
  
3                 MR. GORE:  This is Arnold Gore
  
4           speaking.  I previously testified on the
  
5           ZenFi Networks that transferred to the
  
6           Delaware -- for a Delaware corporation to
  
7           take over that network.
  
8                 Is this -- am I going to root, also,
  
9           regarding that transfer?
  

10                 MR. STAMOULIS:  There are two
  

11           agreements being transferred, Mr. Gore;
  

12           Calendar Items Number 6 and Calendar Items
  

13           Number 7.  You have testified on Calendar
  

14           Item Number 6.
  

15                 Do you wish to testify on Calendar Item
  

16           Number 7?
  

17                 MR. GORE:  I would want the same
  

18           testimony to apply to that.
  

19                 MR. STAMOULIS:  All right.  I will make
  

20           sure the record reflects that.
  

21                 MR. GORE:  Okay.  Thank you.
  

22                 MR. STAMOULIS:  All right.  Ms. Odette
  

23           Wilkens, do you wish to testify on Calendar
  

24           Item Number 7?
  

25                 MS. WILKENS:  Yes.  I think just as
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1           Mr. Gore indicated, I would like to have my
  
2           testimony from number 6 also reflected in
  
3           number 7, but I do have some more information
  
4           to include.
  
5                 MR. STAMOULIS:  Okay.  You may begin
  
6           when ready.  As a reminder, you have
  
7           three minutes to testify.
  
8                 MS. WILKENS:  Okay.  Thank you.
  
9                 I just wanted to also say that many
  

10           local government (inaudible) by the FCC to
  

11           install these 5G towers.  That is false.  The
  

12           Telecommunications Act of 1996 has given
  

13           local government the explicit authority on
  

14           the number and placement of cell towers.
  

15                 In July of this year, senior federal
  

16           judge in the Eastern District of New York
  

17           underscored that point and issued a sweeping
  

18           decision, which stated that the FCC's 5G
  

19           order in trying to strip local government of
  

20           its control over regulating the placement of
  

21           towers is not binding within the New York
  

22           jurisdiction.
  

23                 And wireless carriers have the burden
  

24           of showing that there is a gap in cell
  

25           service and that they are using the least
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1           intrusive means possible to fill gap.  Right
  
2           now, with these 5G monstrosities that are
  
3           being placed all around New York City, this
  
4           is not the least intrusive.  It is the most
  
5           intrusive means possible.  And 5G is not
  
6           about cell phone service.  It's about big
  
7           data transfer.
  
8                 Big data transfer and streaming videos
  
9           may be fine, you know, generally, but it's
  

10           not preempted by the TCA.  And so, as a
  

11           federal judge in the Eastern District of New
  

12           York clarified, improved capacity and speed
  

13           are desirable and no doubt profitable, but
  

14           they are not protected by the
  

15           Telecommunications Act.
  

16                 Now, in fact, I have to say that I have
  

17           been injured by this wireless radiation.
  

18           There were a set of rooftop antennas that
  

19           were placed on top of buildings in the
  

20           neighborhood where I live, and I woke up one
  

21           morning with heart palpitations and I've had
  

22           some balance issues.  I'm otherwise in
  

23           excellent health with no underlying
  

24           conditions.  These issues occur only when I'm
  

25           exposed to wireless radiation.  And that also
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1           includes the kiosks.
  
2                 These and rogue installations done
  
3           without the informed consent of our residents
  
4           and which are not preempted or protected by
  
5           the Telecommunications Act.  And there's an
  
6           unfortunate irony here that wireless
  
7           infrastructure has been funded by public
  
8           money, yet it's being deployed without the
  
9           public's awareness or consent.  And despite
  

10           the public --
  

11                 MR. STAMOULIS:  One minute remaining.
  

12                 MS. WILKENS:  -- deployment.
  

13                 Is that it?  I'm sorry.  What did you
  

14           say?
  

15                 MR. STAMOULIS:  You have a little less
  

16           than one minute remaining.
  

17                 MS. WILKENS:  Oh, okay.  Okay.  Great.
  

18                 And so, the alternative to wireless is
  

19           fiber to the premises.  Wireless, including
  

20           5G, depends on fiber.  So, wireless is
  

21           actually an inferior service which cannot
  

22           provide anywhere near the speed capacity or
  

23           established security the fiber optics can,
  

24           and we should really be going with wired
  

25           solutions, not continued wireless solutions.
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1                 Thank you very much.
  
2                 MR. STAMOULIS:  Thank you for your
  
3           testimony.
  
4                 We have now heard all testimony on this
  
5           item.
  
6                 CHAIR STODDART:  Thank you.
  
7                 Before we conclude, I want to ask if
  
8           any of the agencies presenting calendar items
  
9           today have any statements for the record,
  

10           prior to the close of the hearing?
  

11                (No response).
  

12                 CHAIR STODDART:  If no one wishes to
  

13           speak, that concludes today's hearing.
  

14                 We ask that the reporter make the
  

15           entire public hearing agenda, which was made
  

16           publicly available and distributed at this
  

17           hearing, part of the final record of the
  

18           proceeding.
  

19                 The hearing is now closed.  Thank you.
  

20                 MR. STAMOULIS:  Thank you, everyone.
  

21                (TIME NOTED:  3:02 p.m.)
  

22  
  

23  
  

24  
  

25  
 

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100



In Re Hearing NYC - Mayor`s Office of Contract Services (MOCS)
November 7, 2022

 30
  

  
1                    C E R T I F I C A T E
  
2  
  
3    STATE OF NEW YORK)
  
4                       :SS
  
5    COUNTY OF QUEENS)
  
6  
  
7              I, Sabrina Brown Stewart, a shorthand
  
8    reporter within and for the State of New York, do
  
9    hereby certify that the within is a true and
  

10    accurate transcript of the statement taken on
  

11    November 7, 2022.
  

12              I further certify that I am not related to
  

13    any of the parties to this action by blood or by
  

14    marriage, and that I am in no way interested in the
  

15    outcome of this matter.
  

16              IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
  

17    hand this 15th day of November 2022.
  

18  
  

19  
  

20 

                         
21  
  

22  
  

23  
  

24  
  

25  
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