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MR. ALLEYNE: Hello and good
afternoon everyone. This is Gregg
Al l eyne, Clerk for the FCRC.

Before we get started with
today's proceedings, I'd like to
confirmthat everyone can hear nme
clearly? Can everybody hear ne
clearly?

(Chorus of yeses.)

Today's hearing is being held
via Mcrosoft Teams conference call,
and we ask that all attendees announce
their name for the record each tinme
t hey speak on the call for ease of
transcri ption.

If you are not speaking, we ask
t hat you mute your m crophone to avoid
background noi ses during the call
Only one person should be speaking at
any given time. Either Alex or nyself
will direct, should there be any
conflict.

Chair, we are ready to begin.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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MS. STODDART: Good afternoon
and thank you all for being here. M
name is Allison Stoddart, Chair of the
FCRC. The Franchise and Concessi on
Review Comm ttee will now come to
order.

WIl the Clerk please call the
roll.

MR. ALLEYNE: Mayor .

MS. STODDART: Her e.

MR. ALLEYNE: Pl ease identify
yourself on the record for ease of
transcri ption.

MS. STODDART: Sure. Her e.
Al'lison Stoddart.

MR. ALLEYNE: Office of the
Mayor .

MS. BERO: Julie Bero, present.

FEMALE SPEAKER: Her e. Sorry.

MR. ALLEYNE: Comptroller.

MR. KATSORHI S: John Katsorhis,
representing Conmptroller Brad Lander.
Her e.

MR. ALLEYNE: Corporation

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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Counsel .

MS. SUTTON: Keni sha Sutton.
Her e.

MR. ALLEYNE: Office of
Management and Budget.

MS. LI N: Her e. Nancy Lin.

MR. ALLEYNE: Presi dent, Borough
of the Bronx.

MS. SABIO: Mrtha Camlle
Sabi o, here for Bronx Borough
Presi dent Vanessa L. G bson.

MR. ALLEYNE: Presi dent, Borough
of Brookl yn.

MR. DOUGLAS: Yes. John
Dougl as, representing Brooklyn Borough
Presi dent Reynoso.

MR. ALLEYNE: President, Borough
of Manhatt an.

MS. KEEFE: Her e. Aya Keef e,
representing Manhattan Borough
Presi dent Mark Levi ne.

MR. ALLEYNE: Presi dent,
Bor ough of Queens.

MR. SW SHER: Al l an Swi sher for

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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Queens Borough President Donovan
Ri char ds.

MR. ALLEYNE: And, the
representative fromthe Departnment of
Par ks and Recreation.

MR. ABRAMSON: Yes, Phi
Abramson, Parks and Recreation.

MS. STODDART: Great. This is
Al I'i son Stoddart again.

Wel conme to this renote public
hearing of the Franchise and
Concession Review Comm ttee. The
hearing being conducted today has been
publicly advertised in accordance with
t he New York Charter and Concession
Rul es of the City of New York.

We want to be sure that anyone
desiring to be heard has an
opportunity to do so. All persons
wi shing to speak must provide their
name, affiliation, indicate which
cal endar item or items, they wish to
testify on and whether they are for or

against said itemto the Clerk at this

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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time.
Gregg, can | ask you to go
t hrough the list that you have so far?

MR. ALLEYNE: OCkay. So, so

far -- this is Greg Alleyne, Clerk for
t he FCRC.
So far | have Ronald Col umbus,

Paul ette Osborne, Wendy Poulis, Bonnie
Zomasco Roth (phonetic), Lor

Beckel man, Jeffrey Sinon, Linda Vogal
Kapl an, Brenda Johnson, M chelle
Vargas, Marietta Lasargue, and G n Su
Ro (phonetic).

MS. STODDART: Thanks.

And Gregg, do you need to ask
every, each of those people which item
they're testifying for?

MR. STAMOULI S: For sinmplicity's
sake, this is Alex Stamoulis with
MOCS, does anyone wish to testify on
Cal endar Item Number 1, which is the
Pier | Cafe in Riverside Park?

(chorus of yeses.)

MR. STAMOULIS: Okay. So I'm

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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going to --

MR. COLUMBUS: Seens |ike
everyone wants to testify. Pardon me.

MR. STAMOULI S: Does anyone here
want to testify for Item Nunber 2, the
Arcade and Rotunda in Riverside Park?

(No response.)

Okay. And, lastly, does anyone
want to testify for the Bonnefont,
LLC, also known as the Pandering Pig
at Fort Tryon?

(No response.)

MR. CARACAPPA: Gregg, Allison,
| need to note my attendance for the
call. This is Stephen Caracappa from
the Staten |Island Borough President's
Office.

| think | was junmped during the
roll.

MR. ALLEYNE: Apol ogi es,

St ephen.

MR. CARACAPPA: That's fi ne. I

just wanted it noted.

MR. ALLEYNE: Pl ease amend the

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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record to reflect that the Staten
| sl and Borough president is present at
today's renote public hearing.

MR. SIMON: Can you also --
excuse me. Can you also amend the
record, nmy name Jeffrey Sinon,
S-1-M O N, not stein.

MR. STAMOULI S: Sinmon, sorry |
apol ogi ze about that.

MR. SIMON: It's okay.

MR. STAMOULI S: So | believe,
based on the record, everyone here is
here to testify for Calendar Item
Nunmber 1. We have no one here
testifying for Calendar |Item Number 2
or Cal endar Item Number 3.

MR. KATSORHI S: This is John
Kat sorhis, | just have a statement to
make for Cal endar |tem Nunber 3, but
before we go into it, that's fine.

MR. STAMOULI S: Okay. We will
have an opportunity for each comm ttee
member to speak after each cal endar

itemis read into the record.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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MR. KATSORHI S: Thank you.

MR. ALLEYNE: Does anyone el se
wish to testify at today's hearing?

(No response.)

MS. DUCHNI K: Does anybody el se
get to speak?

MR. ALLEYNE: Only persons who

are --
MS. DUCHNI K: l"m on --
MR. ALLEYNE: Only persons who
are giving testinony will be speaking
at today's hearing. I f you would |ike

to speak on a particul ar cal endar
Item you should register to give
testimony.

MS. DUCHNI K: Okay. This is ny
first time in this kind of forum 1'm
on my phone, so --

| just want to support Pier One
(sic) --

MR. ALLEYNE: Pl ease, pl ease,
pl ease --

MR. COLUMBUS: Everybody does.

MR. ALLEYNE: Pl ease identify

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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yourself and then we will call you in
order.

MS. DUCHNI K: My name is Diane
Duchni k. | apol ogi ze for the
I nterruption, but | actually have
anot her meeting to attend. My name is
Di ane Duchnik, D-U-C-H-N-I1-K. | live
In the nei ghborhood of Pier One --

MR. ALLEYNE: Ckay, Ms. Duchnik,
t hank you. We will call you in order
of the registered persons.

MS. DUCHNI K:  Okay. | just want
to show ny support, and for the
other -- | think she is the Frying
Pan, also, she is involved in this

| ovely woman, and | apol ogi ze but |

have - -

MR. STAMOULI S: Thank you very
much. We'll have to --

MR. ALLEYNE: Thank you very
much.

MS. DUCHNI K:  Thank you. | may
not be avail able. Thank you, though.

MALE SPEAKER: Bye. Bye.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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MS. DUCHNI K:  Okay. l'"min so
much - -

MR. ALLEYNE: Does anyone el se
wish to testify at today's hearing?

(No response.)

Does anyone else wish to testify
at today's hearing?

FEMALE SPEAKER: Are you tal king
about Item Number 1 or in general?

MR. ALLEYNE: |[In general, any
item

FEMALE SPEAKER: I think we're
all here in reference to Pier |, so
you |l et us know when you want us to
start.

MR. ALLEYNE: Ckay. So it
appears that no one else fromthe
public wishes to testify at today's
heari ng.

MS. STODDART: Each speaker --
Sorry Al ex, what were you saying?

MR. STAMOULI S: No, | think
you're about to say exactly what | was

going to say, so go ahead.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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MS. STODDART: Each speaker wil
be all otted approximtely three
m nutes. \When you testify, please
restate your name and affiliation, if
any.

You may also submt written
testinmony to the Clerk, which will be
made part of the record. Any written
subm ssi ons nust be given to the Clerk
bef ore the close of this renmote public
hearing via e-mail to
fcrc@mocs. nyc. gov, and will be
provided to the Commttee after the
heari ng.

WIl the Clerk please call the
first calendar item

MR. ALLEYNE: New York City
Depart ment of Parks and Recreation,

Cal endar Item Nunmber 1, in the matter
of the intent to award a concession
agreement to Pier | Cafe, Inc. for the
renovation, operation, and mai ntenance
of an outdoor cafe with the option to

operate up to two mobile food units at

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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Pier | at West 70th Street, Riverside
Par k Sout h, Manhattan for an 18-year
term

MS. STODDART: We will take
testinmony fromthe public, but first
l'd like to ask the members of the
Commttee if they have any statenments.

(No response.)

MS. STODDART: Not hearing any,
will the Clerk please call the next
person who wi shes to testify.

MR. ALLEYNE: Ronald Col unbus.

MR. COLUMBUS: Yes.

MR. ALLEYNE: Pl ease provide
your full name and affiliation for the
record.

MR. COLUMBUS: Ronald Col unbus,
a co-op owner of 320 West 76th Street
for about 30, 40 years.

MR. ALLEYNE: Thank you.

MR. COLUMBUS: |*"mcalling - go
ahead.

MR. ALLEYNE: You may provide

your testinmony.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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MR. COLUMBUS: ' mcalling
because | have been delighted by the
addition of Pier | Cafe to the
West side, Riverside Drive, and the
vi ew of the Hudson, and providing
excellent food. | like the
spaci ousness of it, the unbrella
seating, the conglomeration of young,
ol d, workers, retirees, et cetera.

The food is excellent, | nust
say, | particularly like the
hambur gers, sal ads are great, coffee
Is terrific and wholly enjoyable being
out si de and enjoying the Hudson, and
havi ng good, efficient, courteous
service.

It's really sonmething that I
envi sioned for the Westside many,
many, many years ago, and then it came
I nto being, so | thank everybody for
Pier One and hope it continues for
many years to conme.

Thank you.

MR. ALLEYNE: Paul ette Osbourne,

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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pl ease provide your full name and
affiliation for the record.

MS. OSBOURNE: Hi. Paulette

Osbourne. | amcalling in for Pier
because | -- first of all, | have been
a long -- I'"ve known Angela for
probably, | don't know how many years,
40 years. | know her -- | know --

have a dear friend who works there,
l'd like to keep him enmpl oyed.

| think that they have done an
amazing job. The fact that they were
able to survive the pandem c, | think,
Is a real credit to them

| have cel ebrated al nost every
birthday in the |last ten years --

MALE SPEAKER: Hel | o.

MS. OSBOURNE: -- there, and
|*ve taken friends there. | f somebody
conmes to the City, it's one of ny
first stops, after the High Line.

I[t's just -- it's an amazi ng
pl ace. The food is great. The

ambi ance. Just being on the water.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




o o b~ W N

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

17

They often have entertainment on the
pier with dancing and bands and t hings
li ke that. But it's very | ow- key,
and, you know, it's just so pleasant
to sit there and watch that and enjoy
a drink, or have a, just a coffee.

And it's just a very inportant
part of that community. So | just
don't understand why -- | nmean, | know
their | ease was up and that they won
t he proposal . | don't quite
understand why this has to be done,
but I"mcalling in, and |I just really
support keeping this Pier | open.

MR. ALLEYNE: Thank you.

MR. COLUMBUS: Pardon me. This
I's Ron Col unmbus agai n.

MR. ALLEYNE: |'m sorry only
i ndi vi dual s - -

MR. COLUMBUS: Can | continue --

MR. ALLEYNE: l"m sorry. W
have to allow the other individuals
who have registered to speak. Each

person --

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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MR. COLUMBUS: May | |eave? Do
you need me anynore?

MR. ALLEYNE: No, thank you.

MR. COLUMBUS: Thank you very
much. Let's hope it's Pier One for
many years to come. Thank you again.

MR. ALLEYNE: Thank you, M.

Col umbus.

Wendy.

MS. POULI S: Hi, Wendy Poulis.
| think the spelling was an error.
lt's P-O-U-L-1-S.

MR. ALLEYNE: Thank you for
t hat .

MS. POULI'S: Okay. | have been
living in the neighborhood now for 18

years, and have | oved going down to

Pier I on many, many different
occasions. |It's very relaxing and
friendly. | feel it's an asset to the
community. It's very oriented to

famly, couples, all dinmensions of
life, all kinds of people. The food

is always fresh. The venue has

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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wonder ful sunsets. And in the sunmmer,
the music playing adds to the

ambi ance of the area. The lighting is
enj oyabl e.

| couldn't find a better place.
| look forward to it every season, and
| hope to see it for many nmore years
to conme.

That's it.

MR. ALLEYNE: Thank you.

Lori Beckman.

MS. BECKELMAN: |t's Lori
Beckel man, B as in Boy,

E- C-K-E-L-M A-N.

MR. ALLEYNE: Thank you.

MS. BECKELMAN: | live on 70th
Street, right by the river. | have
wat ched t he Westside change over 30
years.

I think this is one of the nost
extraordinary amenities in the City,
and what | | ove about it, besides
using it every single, a few tines a

week, when it's opened, is that the

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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gquality of the people that work there,
the entire staff, | think is
remar kabl e.

But what | so appreciate, and
|"ve spent a lot of time in different
parts and other places is that, to see
people comng fromall different parts
of the City to use it, all different
ages is really an extraordinary thing
for the City.

And |'m so grateful that | will
have an opportunity to continue to go
there. And I'm so glad to know t hat
It's an 18-year |ease. They have done
a remar kable job always and |I'm so
grateful.

Thank you.

MR. ALLEYNE: Thank you for your
testi nony.

Jeffrey Sinon, please provide
your full name and affiliation for the
record.

MR SIMON: Hi. M nanme is

Jeffrey Sinmon. | Iive on West 81st

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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Street. | ve been an Upper Westside
resident for 17 years.

| would also like to introduce
my wife.

MS. VARGAS: M chel |l e Vargas.

MR. SIMON: -- further down on
the |ist.

We've been going to Pier | for
the last five, six, seven years. It
I's an amazi ng pl ace. It is pet
friendly. It is people friendly. It

Is food friendly. W look forward to
goi ng there.

| just want to echo previous
sentiments and give a testament to the
wor k that Eric Bean (phonetic) and his
staff puts on at that venue.
Everything is clean. Everything is
friendly. Everybody is nice. It is a
safe establishment, and it's the
cornerstone of our Upper Westside
experience during the nice weat her,
and it would be a shame if this |ease

was not renewed.
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MS. VARGAS:

MR. ALLEYNE:
testinony.

Brenda Johns
your full name and
record.

MS. JOHNSON:

Yeah.

Thank you for your

on, please provide

affiliation for the

My name is Brenda

Johnson, and I"ma resident in the

nei ghbor hood. And
being able to go d
t hey have al nost c
l'i ke, part of it i
of one's own apart
somepl ace and feel
staff is very kind
spirit. They're h
hel |l o, good mornin
everyt hing okay?
And wel | - beh
wel come there. Th
cool er --
(Background

unabl e to hear.)

The food is,

| very much enj oy
own to Pier I, and
reated an at mosphere
S it's an extension
ment . So you go
confortable. The
and generous in
el pful. They say
g, how are you? |Is
They're like famly.
aved dogs are very

ey have a water

noi se, reporter was

| find to be,

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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exceedingly clean, well organized, and
| feel like I'm somewhere that cares a
| ot about what they're feeding people
and how they're taking care of us.

The atnmosphere is just
delightful. You can have a small
group of friends, a |large group of
friends, or you can take a space and
they rope it off and have an
anni versary party or charity event.

They created such a --

(Background noi se, reporter was

unabl e to hear.)

-- down there maybe a couple
times a day for a cup of coffee, neet
a friend for breakfast, or just enjoy
the view and that day.

But thank you very much, and I'm
so happy that Pier | is going to be
around for a while nore.

MR. ALLEYNE: Thank you for your
testimony.

(Reporter interjects concern

about background noi se.)

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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MR. STAMOULI S: Yes, please.
Everyone, if you're not speaking,
pl ease nute yourself. | have tried to
mut e background noi se where | can.

I f you have been nuted and
you're called upon to speak, you can
unnmute yourself by hitting star 6, but
ot herwi se, if you have been nmuted for
background noi se, | ask that you
respect that.

Agai n, please try to mute
yourselves as well to help us go
forward snmoot hly.

MR. ALLEYNE: M chel |l e Vargas,
pl ease provide your full name and
affiliation for the record.

MS. VARGAS: M chell e Vargas,
and | live on the Upper Westside, 81st
and Westend. Okay.

MR. ALLEYNE: You may proceed
with your testinony.

MS. VARGAS: | just want to
reiterate what everyone prior has

sai d. The Pier is a wonderful,

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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wonder ful place. W look forward to
it every single day.

The people are wonderful. Eric
is lovely. We've met his famly. The
events that they have there, with
di sco and ot her nusicians and dances,
It's just such a delightful area, and
t he people are lovely. The food is
delicious. Everybody that works there
is incredibly friendly.

They did a wonderful, wonderf ul
j ob during the pandemc. W felt very
safe. As, you know, people have
mentioned before, it's dog friendly.
We have two dogs, on a gorgeous day,
you can just go there and pretty much
sit near the water all day |ong and
peopl e watch, dog watch, just, it's a
wonder ful, wonderful place and we do
hope that it's around for many years
to conme because it truly is an asset
to our neighborhood.

Thank you.

MR. ALLEYNE: Thank you for your

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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testimony.

Marietta Lasargue.

MS. LASARGUE: Marietta
Lasargue, L-A-S-A-R-G U-E. Thank You.

MR. ALLEYNE: Thank you.

MS. LASARGUE: | think that Pier
Il is an incredible place. | am a
friend of Paulette Osbourne. W
cel ebrate her birthdays there every
year. |t would be crimnal to close
it and not be able to go there again.

The food is wonderful. The
people are lovely. The wait staff is
very, very friendly, and it's one of
the best places in town, and | have
lived in Manhattan for the past 60
years, so | should know.

MR. ALLEYNE: Thank you for your
testi nony.

G n Su Ro, please provide your
full name and affiliation for the
record.

MR. RO: Sure. G n Su Ro, and

I|'"'ma resident in the neighborhood.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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l've lived at 78th and Riverside for

nearly 15 years and, |ike everybody
else on this call, I'"ve been a huge
fan of Pier Cafe. |'ve gotten to know

the staff and nei ghbors who |ive
there, who live in the neighborhood
rather, and it is a wonderful
experience, and it truly does add to
the community, and |I'm very pleased to
know that it will be there another 18
years.

MR. ALLEYNE: Thank you for your
testi nony.

Di ane Duchni k, please provide
your full name and affiliation for the
record.

MS. OSBOURNE: Hi. This is
Paul ette Osbourne, | think -- Diane
texted me, she had to | eave.

MR. ALLEYNE: Thank you.

MS. OSBOURNE: She had anot her
meeting. Sorry.

MS. VOGAL: May | interrupt

because my name was on the |ist before

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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Brenda Johnson and you've not call ed
me yet?

MR. ALLEYNE: Pl ease provide
your full name and affiliation for the
record.

MS. VOGAL- KAPLAN: Li nda Vogal
Kapl an.

MR. ALLEYNE: | believe | called
Li nda Vogal, but | may have m ssed
t hat name. Sorry.

Li nda Vogal Kaplan, you may
proceed with your testinony.

MS. VOGAL- KAPLAN: Thank you.

This is Linda Vogal - Kaplan, | am
a resident. | literally live across
the street fromPier |I. [|'ve grown up

on the Upper Westside for the past 70
years.

Pier | is the best thing that's
ever happened to this nei ghborhood. I
wal k -- | have a dog. I wal k my dog
at 7 o'clock in the morning, and the
staff is already out there cleaning up

and they're all saying hello to
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everybody.

| hold all of nmy business
meetings there during the time that
they are open from whatever in March
to October.

It is famly friendly. It is
people friendly. The food is good.
The service is excellent. |It's
wonderful to have a place, certainly
during this pandem c, they made sure
t hat every single table and chair was
cl eaned every single time somebody got
up, and the tables as well.

They have just taken such good
care of all of us that live here. |
think we're all just fans of Maggie
and Eric and everybody that works
t here.

Thank you for renewi ng them
That's it.

MR. ALLEYNE: Thank you.

Does anyone else wish to testify
on this cal endar itenf

MS. ZAMOSKI - ROSS: Yes, pl ease.
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MR. ALLEYNE: Pl ease provide
your full name and affiliation for the
record.

MS. ZAMOSKI - ROSS: Bonni e
Zanmoski - Ross (phonetic). | am a
resi dent nearby and was first
I ntroduced to Pier |I years ago, when |
used to wal k my dog down there, but I
never really stopped, | just kind of
knew it was there. And then several,
several summers ago, a group of us
started getting together there on
Sunday evenings, and then it just kind
of became nore and nore and nore and
we woul d just neet whoever was
avail able. And | go down there in the
war m weat her and just sit and have
sonmething to drink and read a book and
just -- The environment is fantastic,
the staff, as everybody has said, is
amazi ng.

And Angel a, who, you know, runs
t he whole thing, she's a friend, but

aside fromthat, she's just amazing.
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She's put together an incredible staff
t hat has been with, you know, been
there for quite a while and, as
everybody has said, they treat you
wonderfully, they're very open to
suggesti ons.

Not only do I think it's the gem
of the Upper Westside, | really think
it's the gem of the City of Manhattan.

I*'m so happy that Pier | will be
around for years to come. Thank you.

MR. STAMOULI S: "' msorry. This
Is Alex Stamoulis with the FCRC. Just
as a quick rem nder, if you have
al ready testified, have already been
called to testify, we have on record.
We're just asking fol ks now who have
not had an opportunity to testify to
speak up. Okay. Thank you all.

(No response.)

MR. ALLEYNE: We have now heard
all testinmony on this calendar item

MS. STODDART: WIIl the Clerk

pl ease call the next calendar item
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FEMALE SPEAKER: Can we get off
t he phone if we're done?

MS. STODDART: Yes.

FEMALE SPEAKER: Thank you very
much.

MR. ALLEYNE: New York City,
Department Parks and Recreation,
Cal endar lItem Nunmber 2. In the matter
of the intent to award a concessi on
agreenment to the Gateway 151, LLC for
t he devel opnment, operation, and
mai nt enance of a food service facility
and up to two nobile food units at the
Arcade and Rotunda at West 151st
Street, Riverside Park. The license
agreenent is for a 20-year term

MS. STODDART: We will take
testimony fromthe public, but first
l'd like to ask the nembers of the
Commttee if they have any statenents.

(No response.)

MS. STODDART: W Il the Clerk
pl ease call the next person who wi shes

to testify.
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MR. ALLEYNE: We have now heard
all testinmony on this calendar item

MS. STODDART: Okay. WIIl the
Clerk please call the next cal endar
Item

MR. ALLEYNE: New York City
Depart ment of Parks and Recreation,
Cal endar Item Nunmber 3, in the matter
of the intent to award a concessi on
agreenment to the Bonnefont, LLC for
t he renovati on, operation, and
mai nt enance of a restaurant at Fort
Tryon Park, Manhattan. The |icense
agreement is for a 20-year term

Changes to the concession
docunment have been distributed to the
Comm ttee and so the Departnment of
Parks and Recreation will read those

changes into the record.

Phi | .
MS. STODDART: | can't hear.
MR. ALLEYNE: Phil, are you on

the call? Are you speaking?

MR. ABRAMSON: Can you hear ne?
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MR. ALLEYNE: We can hear you
now.

MR. ABRAMSON: Pl ease note that
the second page of the RFA meno --

MR. STAMOULI S: Phil, 1I'm sorry.
This is Alex. You're very faint. I's
t here any possibility you can speak
nore closely to the m crophone or
ot herwi se go on a different |ine.

MR. ALLEYNE: [I'mtrying froma
col | eague's phone, is this any better?
MR. STAMOULI S: That's much

better. Thank you very nuch.

If you can identify yourself on
the record and then read in your
st at ement .

MR. ABRAMSON: Thank you. This
is Phil Abramson. New York City Parks
and Recreation.

Pl ease note that the second page
of the RFA menmo in section C was
corrected to note that best and fi nal
offers were requested from four

proposers instead of five, as was
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previously indicated.

Thank you.

MS. STODDART: Thank you. We
will take testimny fromthe public,
but first I would Iike to ask the
members of the Commttee if they have
any statenments.

MR. KATSORHI S: Yes. This is
John Katsorhis fromthe Comptroller's
of fice.

| just want to mention that this
of fice had requested some additi onal
docunmentation fromthe Mayor's Office
of Contract Services earlier this
morning related to the Fort Tryon
award, and we appreciate MOCS wor ki ng
with Parks to get us that material.

We did have a chance to do a
review of that material and sent some
follow-up itens to MOCS; however,
these itens were just sent a few
m nut es before the hearing, and, while
we don't expect a response fromthe

adm ni stration at this moment, we're
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hopi ng that we can continue to work
t hrough everything before noving
forward.

Once again, we appreciate the
effort made by MOCS to address
everything so far, and we thank
everyone in advance for continuing to
do so through the hearing.

MS. STODDART: Thank you.

Any ot her testinony from menmbers
of the Comm ttee?

(No response.)

OCkay. WIIl the Clerk please
call the next person who wi shes to
testify.

MR. ALLEYNE: We have now heard

all testinony on this calendar item

MS. LORRIS RI TTER: l'd like to
testify.

MR. ALLEYNE: Okay. Pl ease
provide your full name and affiliation
for the records.

MS. LORRIS RITTER: Thank you.

My name is Elizabeth,
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E-L-1-Z-A-B-E-T-H, |ast name Lorris
Ritter, L-O-R-R-1-S space, no hyphen
R-I-T-T-E-R

| amthe Chair of Community
Board 12, Manhattan's Parks and
Cultural Affairs Commttee, and a
| ongtime resident of the neighborhood.

This | ooks |ike a beautiful
proposal. W are so excited to
finally have a restaurant back in that
space. | know that the -- many of the
principals in this endeavor operate a
wonder ful restaurant on Pinehurst and
187th Street with, you know, just a
| ovely place with very good food, very
good customer service, can't say
enough good things.

My only concern about this
concessi on agreenent is that one of
the things that was very inportant to
the Community Board when we passed our
resolution, and every tinme that we
have tal ked about, both this

concessi on and the other major
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concessions at the Dykman Marina, is
that it's really inportant for there
to be, sort of, famly friendly, | ower
end of the cost spectrum options. And
| ooking at the menu that is included
in the licensing agreenment, it | ooks a
little expensive. |t looks |Iike the
ki nd of place that people are only
really going to be able to access as a
very special -occasion thing, not the
ki nd of place where they can, you
know, have a snack or have a |ight

meal or bring their kids or that kind
of thing.

There is also no mention of
operating any kind of, |ike walkup
concession fromthe area out the back,
where previ ous concessi onaires have
had -- or |icensees, whatever you cal
them have had, you know, |ower end
Items, |ike muffins or sandw ches or,
you know, yogurt, you know, smaller
t hings that you can just wal k up and

carry away.
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It's very inportant, since this
concession is going to be serving a
broad spectrum of the comunity to
have, not only a high end, you know, a
quality high-end dining experience,
but to there things that are nore
af f or dabl e. It's also really for
there to be --

MR. STAMOULI'S: One m nute
remai ni ng.

MS. LORRIS RITTER: Yep.

-- for there to be solid working
relationships with various community
organi zations to support themin the
ways that every single concessionaire
has done for the 40 years that have
lived in the nei ghborhood.

And those are all things that
have been expressed by the Community
Board repeatedly in letters and in
resol uti ons. | hope that's taken into
account going forward.

Ot her than that, | really | ook

forward to their opening. That's it.
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MR. ALLEYNE: Thank you for your
testimony.

Does anyone else wish to testify
on this cal endar itenf

(Chorus of yeses.)

Okay. One at a tinme.

MR. KOCHMAN: Okay. My nanme is
Paul Kochman. | amin operations and
event coordination in New York City.

| do want to speak on behal f of
t he owners, or the participants in the
Bonnefont and their giving back to the
community. They are the people who
operate the restaurant at 187th and
Pi nehur st .

They are planning on doing a | ot
for the community. They have been in
the community a very long time. I
have started as a customer in their
restaurant, and have grown to work
with them on other projects, including
hel ping to be the events | ogistics
operation manager for the Bonnefont

when it is open.
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| know that they are planning to
do, both high end and low end itens to
support the community, while there in
busi ness to serve everybody because
that's their goal, to serve the entire
community because we all are fromthe
conmmunity.

Il will be functioning on
different projects that the restaurant
will participate in.

MR. STAMOULI S: Pardon nme, sir.
"m just gonna pause you for one
second.

Fol ks, I'm going to ask again
t hat you please nmute yourself if
you're not speaking. W're getting a
| ot of background interference that's
interfering with our ability to hear
the testimony. Please respect the
proceedi ngs and nmute yourself if
you're not speaking.

Sir, you may continue. Thank
you for your pause.

MR. KOCHMAN: Thank you. | just
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wanted to say that, you know, my goal
Is going to be working with them on
operations in the community, as they

| ook to do events and serve di nners
and weddi ngs and al so do comunity
programs and keep the community

I ntact, so we |ook forward to serving
the entire community, not just being a
hi gh end restaurant. W want to be
able to work with everybody.

My functions will be to help
them with, you know, |ogistics of
events and partys and neal s that
they're going to provide to the
community. And | just want to say
that the key figures involved are very
knowl edgeabl e, very gracious, and have
raised their famly in the community
so that they are aware of all the --

MR. STAMOULI S: You have one
m nut e remai ni ng.

MR. KOCHMAN: -- so they are
aware of all the aspects of the

community and their plan is to reach
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out to everybody and support the
community, as they have done with
their restaurant on 187th, we will do
that and they will do that with the
Bonnef ont .

Thank you.

MS. LORRIS RITTER: That is so
great to hear. Thank you.

MR. ALLEYNE: Thank you, Paul.
Are you able to provide the spelling
for your | ast name, please.

MR. KOCHMAN: Sur e. It's
K- O- C- H- M A- N.

MR. ALLEYNE: Thank you very
much.

Does anybody el se wish to
testify on this calendar itenf

MR. JULI ANO. Yes, please. M
name i s Frank G uliano.

MR. ALLEYNE: Can you spell the
| ast nanme, please?

MR. JULI ANC: Sur e.
J-U-L-1-A-N-O

MR. ALLEYNE: Thank you.
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MR. JULIANO: |'m pleased to be
on this Zoom call today. | have over
20 years of not-for-profit executive
director experience, and as for me, ny
role in Senator and Nicole's plan for
t aki ng over the new | ease and creating
t he Bonnefont is the opportunity to
create a high level of community
engagenment centered around education
and food security issues.

There are, in Washi ngton
Hei ghts, 35 percent of the popul ation
receives some sort of food assistance.
Our school systemonly allows for four
hours a year dedicated to teaching
nutrition. Only two percent of New
York City children eat enough fresh
vegetables and fruit daily. Fighting
hunger, while teaching about nutrition
t hrough hands-on participation builds
stronger communities, and that's what
we're doing at the Bonnefont.

We will be working with |ocal

school s and parents in enhancing and
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growi ng nutritional programs, such as
Gr ow New Yor k. | have al ready spoken
with the principal of PS187 and
received conpl ete support.

Our goal is to teach the
community, by exanmple and by
partici pation, the values of nutrition
and nourishment, about stewardship of
t he environment, about health and
especi ally about social inequality.

The community is an inmportant
part, it is a key part of the future
of the Bonnefont. A restaurant deals
with hospitality and hospitality
equal s service, and that's what we're
here for, and that's what the plan is
for at that restaurant.

As Paul has said, we will be
serving --

MR. STAMOULI'S: One m nute
remai ni ng.

MR. JULI ANO: -- all aspects of
the community, and our goal is to

i nvol ve and engage with all aspects of
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the community.

Thank you very much for this
opportunity.

MR. ALLEYNE: Thank you.

Does anyone else wish to testify
on this cal endar itenf

MR. VAZQUEZ: Yes. My nane is
Angel Vazquez.

May | begin?

MR. ALLEYNE: Yes, you may
proceed.

MR. VAZQUEZ: My name is Angel
Vazquez, | am a resident of Northern
Manhatt an, Washi ngton Hei ghts
specifically. | also serve as the
second vice chair to Manhattan
Comunity Board 12 and service the
vice chair of the licensing commttee
for the Community Board.

l"d like to speak in support of
t his applicant because | believe
that -- | believe in small businesses.
| believe in restaurants and offering

opportunities, particularly to young
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adults in their twenties enpl oynment
opportunities and | ocal enpl oyment
opportunities, where it's nost

I mportant.

We're seeing a |lot of issues on
our street currently, and if we open
up nmore enpl oyment opportunities, we
may be able to divert people from you
know, taking paths that are not
necessarily desirable and towards
empl oyment pat hs.

l'd also like to share that |
did touch base with the owner, and we
tal ked about creating a program where
| ocal students of the |ocal high
school may be able to gain sone
culinary experience, but even nore
i mportantly, experience on how to
manage a restaurant because it's
beyond just the culinary part, there
are other elements to a restaurant
space, and giving that opportunity and
t hat exposure to students that would

traditionally not get that exposure,
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particularly in high school, is of big
| mportance to me, and | think would be
a benefit to the comunity.

Thank you.

MR. ALLEYNE: Thank you for your
testi nony.

Does anyone else wish to testify
on the cal endar itenf

MS. CORRARI NO: l'd like to
speak about the Bonnefont restaurant.

MR. ALLEYNE: Pl ease provide
your full name and affiliation for the
record.

MS. CORRARI NO: Mary Corrarino,
C-OR-R-A-R-1-N-0.

Il live on the Upper West Side in
Washi ngt on Hei ght s. |*ve lived here
for about 50 years, even though
don't | ook that old.

| have to say that | have been a
frequent customer of the Pandering Pig
for a nunber of years, ever since it
opened about seven years ago, | guess.

And Ni col e and Senator are wonderful.
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They have been really nice to the
people in the comunity.

They were -- when they cane,
they were really the first kind of
hi gh-end restaurant in this
nei ghbor hood, wi thout being, I|ike,
gaudy about it. You know, it was a
di fferent kind of restaurant for the
nei ghbor hood, not necessarily
hi gh- end.

The food has al ways been
| mpeccabl e. They, Nicole and Senat or,
have been absol utely wonder f ul
nei ghbors. | |ive across the street,
and I, you know, | know they're there.
| know I can always rely on them you
know. When there is a problemin the
nei ghbor hood, they're always there,
particularly Senator, he out front.
He's a big guy and he | ooks |Iike he
can handl e al nost anything that comes
down the block. But they are great,
and they built this wonderf ul

restaurant that has a really nice
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reput ation.

And it was really kind of the
first of its kind in this little piece
of Washi ngton Heights, so | give them
great credit because it took, | think,
a certain amount of bravery to do this
because it was the first of its Kkind.

Anyway, they have been a
pl easure. | was delighted to |earn
that they were gonna be up in Fort
Tryon Park, and | think they will be
wel |l received by the neighborhood and
by Manhattan and the Bronkx,
especially, people fromthe Bronx are
starting to come here. So | think
It's a great thing.

MR. ALLEYNE: Thank you.

Does anyone else wish to testify
on this cal endar itenf

MS. LORRIS RI TTER: Yes, | just
have one qui ck request. | know I
spoke already, this is Liz Ritter from
the Community Board, | would just, if

this concession is awarded, as | hope
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it is, to the Bonnefont, | encourage
the principals to cone to the

Comunity Board and introduce

themsel ves and to nmeet regularly with,

you know, either the Parks and
Cultural Affairs Commttee or the
Licensing Commttee to just help
establish and cement that
relationship. | think it could be
productive and useful.

MR. ALLEYNE: Thank you.

Does anyone else wish to testify

on this cal endar itent?

MR. WELNER: Yes, | do. Can you

hear nme?

MR. ALLEYNE: Yes. Pl ease

provide your full name and affiliation

for the record.
MR. WELNER: My nane is Al an
Wel ner, WE-L-N-E-R, and |I'm a

resi dent of Washi ngton Heights for, |

guess, al nost 25 years directly around

the corner fromthe Pandering Pig

restaurant.
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| just want to, first of all,

agree with virtually everything | have

heard from previ ous speakers in their
description of Nicole and Senator and
the restaurant. They have been
fantastic neighbors in the tough
econom c environment, not only the
| ast couple of years, but prior to
t hat .

| think they're gonna be great.
Word in the neighborhood really has
started to get very, very optimstic
and hopeful that these folks are the
people to turn that place around.

And that restaurant, in Fort
Tryon Park is really a jewel of New
York City, maybe even the Northeast.
There is not really a spot with nore
beauti ful views, a welcom ng and
filtered kind of park, and we're all
excited that these fol ks, our
nei ghbors, are going to be running
t hat .

|*'m very happy to hear the
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Community Board people and their
invitation to Nicole and Senator. |
think that that invitation will be
accepted, and | anticipate great
cooperation between the Board and
Ni col e and Senat or.

So very happy, most of the
nei ghbors | have spoken to are really

excited and happy that these fol ks

will be taking on this responsibility.

Thank you.

MR. ALLEYNE: Thank you.

Does anybody else wish to
testify on this cal endar itenf?

(No response.)

We have now heard all testinony
on the cal endar item

All written testimony will be
provided to the FCRC for their review
and consi derati on.

MS. STODDART: Thanks, Gregg.

Bef ore we conclude, | want to
ask if any of the agencies presenting

cal endar itenms today have any
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statements for the record prior to the
cl ose of the hearing?

MR. ABRAMSON: Yes, Parks has
one. We just wanted to thank everyone
for their testinony today.

And with regard to one of the
testinonies on pricing, we just wanted
to say that we will take another | ook
at the menu and work with our
operator, as well as the community to
ensure that the concession does remain
af f ordabl e.

Thank you.

MS. LORRIS RITTER: Thank you so
much.

MS. STODDART: If no one else
wi shes to speak, that concl udes
t oday' s heari ng.

We ask that the reporter make
the entire public hearing agenda,
whi ch was made publically avail abl e
and distributed at this hearing, part
of the final record of the proceeding.

The hearing is now cl osed.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




o o b~ W N

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

55

Thank you.

(Time Noted: 3:23 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE
STATE OF NEW YORK )

SS:
COUNTY OF SUFFOLK )

|, STEPHANI E O KEEFFE, a Reporter
and Notary Public within and for the State of New
York, do hereby certify that the within is a true
and accurate transcript of the proceedi ngs taken on
March 7, 2022.

| further certify that | am not
related to any of the parties to this action by
bl ood or marriage, and that | amin no way
interested in the outconme of this matter.

I N W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto

set my hand this 7th day of March, 2022.

J )
Stephanie O'Keeffe

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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