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MR. STAMOULIS: All right. So, we are
now starting the November 7th FCRC renote
public hearing. My name is Alex Stanoulis.
| amthe clerk for the FCRC. Before we get
started with this proceeding, 1'd like to
confirm that everyone can hear me clearly.

CHAlI R STODDART: Yes.

(Chorus of yeses.)

MR. STAMOULI S: Okay. All right.
Today's hearing is being held via M crosoft
Teams conference call, and we ask that al
attendees announce their name for the record
each time they speak on the call for ease of
transcription. |If you are not speaking, we
once again ask that you nmute your m crophone
to avoid background noises during the call.

Only one person should be speaking at

any given time. | will direct, should there
be any conflict. As a rem nder, we have
currently muted everyone on the call. If you

need to speak, you can unnmute yourself by
pressing star 6 or unnmuting yourself in the
Teans app.

Thank you very nuch.

Chair, we are ready to begin.
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CHAI R STODDART: Good afternoon, and
t hank you all for being here. M nanme is
Al'lison Stoddart, Chair of the FCRC. The
Franchi se and Concessi on Review Comm ttee
Remot e Public Hearing will now come to order.
WIl the Clerk please call the roll?
MR. STAMOULI S: Mayor ?
CHAI R STODDART: Al lison Stoddart,
present.
MR. STAMOULI S: Office of the Mayor?
(No response).
MR. STAMOULI S: Let the record reflect
that the Office of the Mayor is not present.
Conptroller?
MR. KATSORHI S: John Katsorhi s,
present.
MR. STAMOULI S: Corporation Counsel ?
MS. SUTTON: Keni sha Sutton, present.
MR. STAMOULIS: Office of Managenent
and Budget ?
MS. QUI NTI AN: Yvonne Qui nti an,
present.
MR. STAMOULI S: President, Borough of
t he Bronx?

(No response).
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MR. STAMOULI S: Let the record reflect
t he president, Borough of the Bronx is not
present.

Presi dent, Borough of Brooklyn?

(No response).

MR. STAMOULI S: Let the record reflect
t he president, Borough of Brooklyn is not
present.

MR. DOUGLAS: Apol ogi es.

John Douglas. |'m here.

MR. STAMOULI S: Thank you.

| ' m amendi ng the record. Let the
record reflect the president, Borough of
Brooklyn is present.

Presi dent, Borough of Manhattan?

MS. VEST: Tom Vest, present.

MR. STAMOULI S: President, Borough of
Queens?

MR. SW SHER: Allan Swi sher for Queens
Bor ough President, Donovan Ri chards, present.

MR. STAMOULI S: Presi dent, Borough of
Staten |sland?

MS. LEFKOW TZ: Lauren Lefkowitz,
present.

MR. STAMOULI S: Representative, the
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Department of Health and Mental Hygi ene?

MS. HELBURN: Li sa Hel burn, present.

MR. STAMOULI S: Representative, Office
of Technol ogy and | nnovati on?

MR. Sl KOFF: Brett Sikoff, present.

MR. STAMOULI S: That concl udes the rol
cal | .

CHAI R STODDART: This is Allison
Stoddart. Welcone to this remote public
hearing of the Franchise and Concession
Review Comm ttee. The hearing being
conducted today has been publicly advertised
in accordance with the New York City Charter
and Concession Rules of the City of New York.

We want to be sure that anyone desiring
to be heard has an opportunity to do so. W
are registering individuals now for |ater
testimony. Those registered will be called
upon to testify after their calendar item has
been called. All persons wi shing to speak,
must now provide their name, affiliation,

i ndi cate which cal endar items they wish to
testify on, and whether they are for or
against said itemto the Clerk at this tine.

MR. STAMOULI S: Does anyone wi sh to
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testify?
(No response).

MR. STAMOULI S: It appears that no one
fromthe public wishes to testify at this
heari ng.

CHAI R STODDART: Thanks.

Al ex, do you want to just rem nd
everyone how they can unnute thenselves if
they've called in? | just want to make sure.

MR. STAMOULIS: Yes. As a rem nder, if
you've called in and you find yourself nuted,
you can press star 6. Again, star 6 to
unmut e yourself. If you are calling in via
the Teams application, you can sinmply unnmute
your m crophone in the application.

MR. GORE: | would like to testify.

MR. STAMOULI'S: All right. Can | have
your name, affiliation, and which cal endar
item please.

MR. GORE: |'m Arnold Gore from
Brookl yn, New York. [|I'm a member of
New Yorkers for Wre Tech.

| ' m opposed to the transfer of the
ZenFi Networks to a Del aware corporation.

There have been numerous studies
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documenting --

MR. STAMOULI'S: Sir, you can testify
when the itemis call ed. For now, we're just
getting your name and affiliation, so we can
regi ster you to testify |ater.

MR. GORE: Yes.

MR. STAMOULI'S: Can | just have your
name one nmore time, please.

MR. GORE: Arnold Gore, A-R-N-O L-D,
G O R-E, from Brooklyn, New York.

MR. STAMOULI S: Thank you very nuch,
M. Gore.

Does anyone el se wish to testify?
Again, if you are nuted, if |'m not
respondi ng, press star 6 to unmute yourself.

(No response).

MR. STAMOULIS: All right. It appears
that no one else fromthe public wish to
testify in this hearing at this time, Madam
Chair.

CHAI R STODDART: Thank you.

Each speaker will be allotted
approxi mately three m nutes. \When you
testify, please restate your name and

affiliation, if any. You may also submt
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written testinmony to the Clerk, which will be
made part of the record. Any written

subm ssions must be given to the Clerk before
the close of the remote public hearing via
e-mail to fcrc@mcs. nyc. gov.

WIIl the Clerk please call the first
cal endar item

MR. STAMOULI'S: New York City
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene,

Cal endar Item Nunber 1: In the matter of the
intent to seek Franchise and Concession

Revi ew Comm ttee approval, pursuant to
Section 1-16 of the Concession Rules of the
City of New York, to utilize a different
procedure, to enter into an amendnment to the
exi sting concession agreement with OptumRx
Di scount Card Services, LLC, to devel op,
operate and adm nister the NYC Drug Di scount
Card Program available to all New York City
resi dents.

This amendment will extend the
expiration date of the concession agreenment
from January 1, 2022, to June 30, 2023.

CHAI R STODDART: We will take testinmony

fromthe public. But first, 1'd like to ask
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the members of the commttee if they have any
statements?

(No response).

CHAI R STODDART: W Il the Clerk please
call the next person who wi shes to testify.

MR. STAMOULI S: We have heard al
testimony on this calendar item

CHAI R STODDART: W Il the Clerk please
call the next calendar item

MR. STAMOULI S: New York City Office of
Technol ogy and | nnovation, Calendar |Item
Number 2: In the matter of the intent to
seek Franchi se and Concessi on Revi ew
Comm ttee approval of a proposed information
services franchi se agreenment between the City
of New York, by and through its Department of
| nformati on Technol ogy and
Tel ecommuni cati ons, now known as the Office
of Technol ogy and | nnovati on, and Annex
Fi ber, Inc., to grant a nonexcl usive
franchise to construct, install, use, operate
and/ or maintain wire, cable and/or optical
fi ber and associ ated equi pment on, over, and
under the inalienable property of the City

for the provision of Information Services.
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The proposed franchi se agreement has a
termlasting fromnotice of commencenent
until June 26, 2032. There is an option, at
OTl's sole discretion, for the parties to
extend the agreenment for up to a further
five-year period.

CHAI R STODDART: We will take testinmony
fromthe public. But first, I'd |like to ask
the members of the commttee if they have any
statements?

(No response).

CHAI R STODDART: WIIl the Clerk please
call the next person who wi shes to testify.

MR. STAMOULI S: We have now heard al
testinony on this calendar item

CHAI R STODDART: W Il the Clerk please
call the next calendar item

MR. STAMOULI S: New York City Office of
Technol ogy and | nnovation, Calendar |tem
Number 3: In the matter of approval --

MS. W LKENS: Hel | 0?

MR. STAMOULI S: Yes.

MR. GORE: | requested to testify on
the transfer of the ZenFi Networks, and you

say that all testimny has been heard.
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MR. STAMOULI S: Sir, that was with
regards -- if | may, M. Gore, you've
requested to testify on Cal endar
|tems Nunber 6 or 7. We are not there yet.
Once we get to those itenms, we will ask for
testinony and your name will be call ed.

MR. GORE: Yes. Okay. Thank you.

MS. W LKENS: Okay. Thank you. Thank
you.

MR. STAMOULIS: |'msorry. | hear
anot her voi ce.

Does soneone else wish to testify?

(No response).

MR. STAMOULI'S: All right. Fromthe
beginning, | will reintroduce Cal endar Item
Nunmber 3.

New York City Office of Technol ogy and
| nnovati on, Calendar |tem Number 3: In the
matter of the intent to seek Franchi se and
Concessi on Review Conm ttee approval of a
proposed i nformation services franchise
agreement between the City of New York, by
and through its Office of Technol ogy and
| nnovations and Silicon Harlem LLC, to grant

a nonexclusive franchise to construct,
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install, use, operate and/or maintain wre,
cabl e and/or optical fiber and associ ated
equi pment on, over, and under the inalienable
property of the City for the provision of

| nformati on Services. The proposed franchise
agreement has a termlasting from notice of
commencenment until June 26, 2032.

There is an option, at OTl's sole
di scretion, for the parties to extend the
agreement for up to a further five-year
peri od.

CHAI R STODDART: We will take testinmony
fromthe public. But first, 1'd like to ask
the members of the commttee if they have any
statements?

(No response).

CHAI R STODDART: W Il the Clerk please
call the next person who wi shes to testify.

MR. STAMOULI'S: We have now heard al
testimony on this calendar item

CHAI R STODDART: WIIl the Clerk please
call the next calendar item

MR. STAMOULI'S: New York City Office of
Technol ogy and I nnovation, Calendar |tem

Number 4: In the matter of the intent to
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seek Franchise and Concessi on Revi ew

Comm ttee approval of a proposed information
services franchi se agreement between the City
of New York, by and through its Office of
Technol ogy and I nnovation and United Federal
Data of New York, LLC, to grant a

nonexcl usive franchise to construct, install,
use, operate and/or maintain wire, cable

and/ or optical fiber and associ ated equi pnent
on, over, and under the inalienable property
of the City for the provision of Information
Servi ces.

The proposed franchi se agreement has a
termlasting fromnotice of commencenent
until June 26, 2032. There is an option, at
OTl's sole discretion, for the parties to
extend the agreenment for up to a further
five-year period.

CHAI R STODDART: We will take testinmony
fromthe public. But first, I'd like to ask
the members of the commttee if they have any
statements?

(No response).
CHAI R STODDART: MWIIl the Clerk please

call the next person who wishes to testify.
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MR. STAMOULI'S: We have now heard al
testimony on this calendar item

CHAI R STODDART: WIIl the Clerk please
call the next calendar item

MR. STAMOULI'S: New York City Office of
Technol ogy and | nnovation, Calendar |tem
Number 5: In the matter of the intent to
seek Franchi se and Concessi on Revi ew
Comm ttee approval of a proposed information
services franchi se agreement between the City
of New York, by through its Office of
Technol ogy and | nnovation and Virtual Media
Vi sions Network, LLC, to grant a nonexcl usive
franchise to construct, install, use, operate
and/or maintain wire, cable and/or optical
fi ber and associ ated equi pment on, over, and
under the inalienable property of the City
for the provision of Information Services.

The proposed franchi se agreement has a
termlasting fromnotice of commencenent
until June 26, 2032. There is an option, at
OTl's sole discretion, for the parties to
extend the agreenment for up to a further
five-year period.

CHAI R STODDART: We will take testinmony
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fromthe public. But first, 1'd like to ask
the members of the commttee if they have any
statements?

(No response).

CHAI R STODDART: W Il the Clerk please
call the next person who wi shes to testify.

MR. STAMOULI'S: We have now heard al
testimony on this calendar item

CHAI R STODDART: WIIl the Clerk please
call the next calendar item

MR. STAMOULI'S: New York City Office of
Technol ogy and I nnovation, Calendar |tem
Number 6: In the matter of the intent to
seek Franchi se and Concessi on Revi ew
Comm ttee approval of a proposed acquisition
of ZenFi Networks, LLC, in its entirety, by
BAI U.S. Hol dCo, LLC.

ZenFi Networks, LLC is the holder of an
informati on services franchi se agreement with
City of New York, which grants a nonexcl usive
franchise to construct, install, use, operate
and/ or maintain wire, cable and/or optical
fi ber and associ ated equi pment on, over, and
under the inalienable property of the City

for provision of Informational Services.
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OTl has reviewed the proposed
transaction and the franchise agreenment and
has determ ned that FCRC approval is
required.

CHAI R STODDART: We will take testinmony
fromthe public. But first, I'd Iike to ask
members of the commttee if they have any
statements?

(No response).

CHAI R STODDART: W Il the Clerk please
call the next person who wi shes to testify.

MR. STAMOULI S: Arnold Gore, please
provide your full name and affiliation for
the record.

MR. GORE: | am Arnold Gore from
Br ookl yn, New York, and I'm wi th New Yorkers
for Wre Technol ogy.

| ' m opposed to the transfer of ZenFi
Net wor ks to a Del aware corporation. There
have been numerous studi es docunenting the
i ncreased brain cancer rates and decreased
fertility rates associated with wireless
communi cations. See Environnental Health
Trust. Their website is ehtrust.org/science.

And i nsurance conmpanies will not ensure
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the safety of wireless networks because it's
t oo unknown at the extent of damage. And
this just adds an additional |ayer of deni al
of liability protection. The District of
Columbia Circuit Court of Appeals, which is
one rung below the United States Suprenme
Court, had ordered the federal communications
comm ssion to update its 25-year-old
standards on the wi rel ess exposure.

Wth their decision of August 13, 19 --
2021, to date, the FCC has not updated those
regul ations. We should not be considering
W -Fi until they have updated those
regul ations. In over a year, they have not
done that. W should be able to influence
ki nd of technology used. Wre technology is
much superi or.

Thank you.

MR. STAMOULI S: Thank you for your
testi mony, M. Gore.

Before we close off testimny on this
item | believe | heard one other individual
express interest. |If you wish to speak on
this item please --

MS. W LKENS: Yes.
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MR. STAMOULIS: -- identify yourself.

MS. W LKENS: Yes. Can you hear me?

MR. STAMOULIS: Yes. Can you pl ease
provide your full name and affiliation for
the record.

MS. W LKENS: Yes. Odette W I kens, and
| am president and general counsel of Wred
Br oadband, Inc., based in Forest Hlls, New
Yor k.

MR. STAMOULI S: Ckay. You have
three mnutes to testify. You may proceed
now.

Thank you.

MS. W LKENS: Okay. Thank you.

| " m an attorney. Havi ng represented
many mul ti national corporations and
technol ogy transaction over the past
20 years, | just want to say that these junmbo
5G monopol es that's now being erected around
the City, in Borough Park, Lower East Side,
Upper East Side and Upper West Side. The
resi dents of these |ocations are outraged by
these structures in the nei ghborhoods ri ght
outside their w ndow.

And, in fact, in one instance, it iIs
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| ess than ten feet fromthe building, which
under the franchi se agreement requires input
and approval of a community board. That has
not happened. There's also a resident with a
pacemaker who should no be anywhere near such
tower. It's literally the WIld West in New
York City, as far as wireless installations
are concer ned.

The comm ttee should not be allow ng
t hese nonstrosities on our street and
endangering the health of our residents.
There are thousands of scientific Syracuse
studi es concl udi ng bi ol ogi cal harnms and,

i ndeed, people have been seriously injured in
New York City, and sonme have had to take
refuge outside of New York City because of
the radiation already emtted by existing
structures.

These junmbo 5G nonopoles will make it
worse. Now, there are several issues to take
Into consi deration; one is, there has been no
transparency in the process. The franchise
and agreenment that | believe this committee
approved for telecom structures were approved

in April of 2020 in the m ddle of | ockdown.
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There was no transparency, no public hearings
regardi ng any of these 5G antenna
installations or the significance of these
franchi si ng agreenments.

The FCC em ssion limts are outdated,
as M. Gore indicated. The Court of Appeals
of the DC Circuit in 2021 discredited the
FCC's wirel ess em ssion standards, which are
outdated as of 1996 because the FCC failed to
take into consideration the subm ssions of
11, 000 pages of scientific study. Now, there
has been no environmental review.  Absolutely
none.

MR. STAMOULIS: One m nute remaining.

MS. W LKENS: Thank you.

Of any environmental inpact or health
i mpact on the residents of New York City. |
woul d not approve of any additional

franchi sing opportunities or such with ZenFi

And I'm-- I'msorry. MWhat did you say?
MR. STAMOULI S: | apol ogi ze. I
m st akenly assumed you were finish. [|If you

have further testimny, you may continue.
MS. W LKENS: Okay. "' m sorry.
We submtted FO LS to the Departnment of
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| nformati on Technol ogy and Tel ecommuni cati ons
as early as October and November of |ast year
for information regarding these junbo 5G
monopol es, and they included the proposed

| ocati ons of each of these towers, all

el ectrical and engineering draw ngs
specifications, wavel ength, frequency,
antenna gain, antenna |ength, power potenti al
of the wireless antennas, nmodel nunber, the
conmpanies will be manufacturing and
installing them and all FCC frequency band
in which these wireless antennas will be
operating, and as well as any correspondence
between the City and ZenFi, and none has been
forthcom ng.

The Dol TT has an extent in the tinme to
respond, about every 30 days. It is now over
a year and --

MR. STAMOULI S: That conpl eted your
time. Thank you so much for your testinony.

MS. W LKENS: Thank you.

MR. STAMOULI S: Thank you.

Does anyone else wish to speak on this
cal endar itenf

(No response).
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MR. STAMOULI'S: We have now heard al
testimony on this calendar item

CHAI R STODDART: WIIl the Clerk please
call the next calendar item

MR. STAMOULI'S: New York City Office of
Technol ogy and | nnovation, Calendar |tem
Number 7: In the matter of the intent to
seek Franchi se and Concessi on Revi ew
Comm ttee approval of a proposed acqui --
(speaking interruption).

| apol ogi ze. Could whoever is speaking
pl ease nute thensel ves.

| will restart from the beginning.

New York City Office of Technol ogy and
| nnovati on, Calendar |tem Number 7: In the
matter of the intent to seek Franchi se and
Concessi on Review Conm ttee approval of a
proposed acquisition of ZenFi Networks, LLC
by BAlI U.S. Hol dCo, LLC.

ZenFi Networks, LLC is the hol der of a
mobil e telecom franchi se agreement with the
City of New York allowing the installation,
operation, maintenance of equi pment and
facilities, including base stations and

access point facilities on New York
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City-owned street lights and traffic
lights -- |light poles, and certain
privately-owned utility poles |ocated on the

City streets.

And subject to further necessary
approval s, LinkNYC kiosks, bus stops
shelters, and automatic public toilets, all
in connection with the provision of nobile
t el ecommuni cati ons services.

OTl has reviewed the proposed
transaction and the franchise agreenment and
has determ ned that FCRC approval is
required.

CHAI R STODDART: We will take testinony
fromthe public. But first, I'd Iike to ask
the members of the commttee if they have any
statements?

(No response).

CHAI R STODDART: W Il the Clerk please
call the next person who wi shes to testify.

MR. STAMOULI S: M. Arnold Gore, you
i ndi cated you wish to testify regarding the
ZenFi Networks, LLC matter. Do you wish to
testify on this itenf

MR. GORE: (I naudible).
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MR. STAMOULIS: |I'msorry. Could you
repeat, M. Gore.

MR. GORE: This is Arnold Gore
speaki ng. | previously testified on the
ZenFi Networks that transferred to the
Del aware -- for a Del aware corporation to
take over that network.

s this -- am | going to root, also,
regardi ng that transfer?

MR. STAMOULI'S: There are two
agreenments being transferred, M. Gore;
Cal endar |tems Nunber 6 and Cal endar |tens
Number 7. You have testified on Cal endar
| tem Number 6.

Do you wish to testify on Cal endar Item
Number 77

MR. GORE: | would want the sanme
testimony to apply to that.

MR. STAMOULIS: All right. | will make
sure the record reflects that.

MR. GORE: Okay. Thank you.

MR. STAMOULIS: All right. M. Odette
W | kens, do you wish to testify on Cal endar
| tem Number 77?

MS. W LKENS: Yes. | think just as
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M. Gore indicated, | would |ike to have ny
testimony from number 6 also reflected in
number 7, but | do have some nore information

to include.

MR. STAMOULI S: Okay. You may begin
when ready. As a rem nder, you have
three mnutes to testify.

MS. W LKENS: Okay. Thank you.

| just wanted to also say that many
| ocal government (inaudible) by the FCC to
install these 5G towers. That is false. The
Tel ecommuni cati ons Act of 1996 has given
| ocal governnment the explicit authority on
t he number and placement of cell towers.

In July of this year, senior federal
judge in the Eastern District of New York
underscored that point and i ssued a sweeping
deci sion, which stated that the FCC' s 5G
order in trying to strip |ocal governnent of
its control over regulating the placement of
towers is not binding within the New York
jurisdiction.

And wireless carriers have the burden
of showing that there is a gap in cel

service and that they are using the | east
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intrusive means possible to fill gap. Right
now, with these 5G nonstrosities that are
bei ng placed all around New York City, this
is not the least intrusive. It is the nost
intrusi ve means possible. And 5G is not
about cell phone service. I1t's about big
data transfer.

Bi g data transfer and stream ng vi deos
may be fine, you know, generally, but it's
not preenpted by the TCA. And so, as a
federal judge in the Eastern District of New
York clarified, inmproved capacity and speed
are desirable and no doubt profitable, but
they are not protected by the
Tel ecommuni cati ons Act.

Now, in fact, | have to say that | have
been injured by this wireless radiation.
There were a set of rooftop antennas that
were placed on top of buildings in the
nei ghbor hood where | live, and | woke up one
morning with heart palpitations and |'ve had
some bal ance issues. |'m otherwi se in
excellent health with no underlying
conditions. These issues occur only when |I'm

exposed to wireless radiation. And that also
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i ncl udes the Kkiosks.

These and rogue installations done
wi t hout the informed consent of our residents
and which are not preenpted or protected by
t he Tel ecommuni cati ons Act. And there's an
unfortunate irony here that wi reless
infrastructure has been funded by public
noney, yet it's being deployed without the
public's awareness or consent. And despite
the public --

MR. STAMOULIS: One m nute remaining.

MS. W LKENS: -- depl oyment.

Is that it? |1'msorry. MWhat did you
say?

MR. STAMOULI S: You have a little |ess
t han one m nute remaining.

MS. W LKENS: ©Oh, okay. Okay. Great.

And so, the alternative to wireless is
fiber to the prem ses. Wreless, including
5G, depends on fiber. So, wireless is
actually an inferior service which cannot
provi de anywhere near the speed capacity or
established security the fiber optics can,
and we should really be going with w red

solutions, not continued wireless solutions.
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Thank you very nuch.

MR. STAMOULI S: Thank you for your
testi nony.

We have now heard all testinony on this
I tem

CHAI R STODDART: Thank you.

Bef ore we conclude, | want to ask if
any of the agencies presenting cal endar itens
t oday have any statenments for the record,
prior to the close of the hearing?

(No response).

CHAI R STODDART: If no one wi shes to
speak, that concludes today's hearing.

We ask that the reporter make the
entire public hearing agenda, which was made
publicly avail able and distributed at this
hearing, part of the final record of the
proceedi ng.

The hearing is now closed. Thank you.

MR. STAMOULI S: Thank you, everyone.

(TIVE NOTED: 3:02 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF NEW YORK)
: SS
COUNTY OF QUEENS)

|, Sabrina Brown Stewart, a shorthand
reporter within and for the State of New York, do
hereby certify that the within is a true and
accurate transcript of the statement taken on
November 7, 2022.

| further certify that I am not related to
any of the parties to this action by blood or by
marriage, and that | amin no way interested in the
outcome of this matter.

I N W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set ny
hand this 15th day of November 2022.

Oabrna Brown— lacwart

Sabrina Brown Stewart
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