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THE CHAIR: Good afternoon. |If
you are unable to join these
proceedi ngs in person, please join via
the following Mcrosoft Teans dial-in
I nformation: Phone nunber is
(646) 893-7101. The phone conference
| D nunber is 217 601 855.

Agai n, the phone number is
(646) 893-7101. And the phone
conference IDis 217 601 855.

The Public Hearing will now cone
to order. WIIl the Clerk please cal
the roll?

THE CLERK: Mayor ?

MS. CHI U: Her e.

THE CLERK: Office of the Mayor?

MS. BERO: Her e.

THE CLERK: Conptroller?

MR. KATSORHI S: Her e.

THE CLERK: Corporation counsel ?

MS. SUTTON: Here.

THE CLERK: Office of Management
and Budget ?

MS. QUI NTI AN: Her e.
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2 THE CLERK: Presi dent, Borough

3 of the Bronx?

4 MS. SABIO: Mrtha Cam || e Sabio

5 for Bronx Borough President, Ruben

6 Di az, Junior.

7 THE CLERK: President, Borough

8 of Brooklyn?

9 MS. CANTLO- COCKFI ELD: Tonya

10 Cant |l o- Cockfield, representing

11 Br ookl yn Borough President, Eric

12 Adans.

13 THE CLERK: Presi dent, Borough

14 of Manhattan?

15 MS. MENDEZ: Rosie Mendez,

16 Bor ough President Gal e Brewer.

17 THE CLERK: President, Borough

18 of Queens.

19 MR. SW SHER: Al l an Swi sher, for

20 Queens Borough President Donovan

21 Ri chards.

22 THE CLERK: Presi dent, Borough

23 of Staten Island.

24 MR. CARACAPPA: Stephen

25 Car acappa, for Staten |sland Borough
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2 Presi dent, James Oddo.

3 THE CLERK: Representative from

4 t he Department of Parks and

5 Recreati on.

6 MR. HAN: Al exander Han,

7 Assi stant Comm ssioner, planning and

8 devel opment .

9 THE CLERK: Thank you.

10 THE CHAIR: Welcome to this

11 public hearing of the Franchise &

12 Concessi on Review Commttee. The

13 heari ng bei ng conducted today has been

14 publicly advertised in accordance with

15 the New York City Charter and

16 Concession Rules of the City of New

17 York. We want to be sure that anyone

18 desiring to be heard has an

19 opportunity to do so. All persons

20 wi shing to speak must fill out a

21 request slip which may be obtai ned

22 fromthe Clerk. Each speaker will be

23 allotted approximately three m nutes.

24 When you testify, please state your

25 name and affiliation, if any.
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1

2 For members of the public

3 attending via the Mcrosoft Teans

4 dial-in, we ask that you announce your

5 name for the record each time you

6 speak on the call for ease of

7 transcription. |f you are not

8 speaki ng, we ask that you nute your

9 m crophone to avoid background noi ses

10 during the call. All persons

11 attending renotely who wish to speak

12 must provide their name, affiliation,

13 i ndi cate which cal endar itemthey wi sh

14 to testify on and whether they are

15 "For" or "Against" said itemto the

16 Clerk at this tinme.

17 You may also submt written

18 testinony to the Clerk, which will be

19 made part of the record. Any written

20 subm ssions must be given to the clerk

21 bef ore the cl ose of the public

22 hearing. You may also submt witten

23 testinony to the Clerk also via e-mail

24 at fcrc@mcs. nyc. gov. That e-mai |

25 address is fcrc@mcs. nyc. gov.
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1

2 WIl the Clerk please call the

3 first calendar item

4 THE CLERK: New York City

5 Depart ment of Parks and Recreation,

6 cal endar item nunber one. In the

7 matter of the intent to seek Franchise

8 and Concession Review Comm ttee

9 approval pursuant to Section 1-14 of

10 t he Concession Rules of the City of

11 New York, to enter into a negoti ated

12 Concession Agreenment with Affiniti

13 Ferry Point, LLC for the operation,

14 management, and mai ntenance of an

15 18- hol e Jack Ni cklaus signature golf

16 course, lighted driving range,

17 cl ubhouse and ancillary facilities at

18 Ferry Point Park, the Bronx, for a

19 13-year term

20 THE CHAI R: We will take

21 testimony fromthe public, but first

22 l'd like to ask members of the

23 Commttee if they have any statenments.

24 MR. KATSORHI S: Conptroller's

25 Office has a statenment.
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2 THE CHAIR: Comptroller. Go

3 ahead.

4 MR. KATSORHI S: Today, this

5 Commttee finds itself review ng yet
6 agai n another rushed award of a

7 concessi on agreenent with the

8 Depart ment of Parks and Recreation

9 wi t hout full transparency as to how
10 t he agency made its determ nation to
11 sel ect the proposed concessi onaire.
12 This is becomng a troubling pattern.
13 When the award documents were
14 di stri buted on Monday, October 4, 2021
15 by the Mayor's Office of Contract

16 Services, this office e-mail ed MOCS
17 requesting that Parks provide certain
18 documents referenced in but m ssing
19 fromthe distributed material, as well
20 as additional docunmentation relating
21 to the evaluation and sel ection

22 process.

23 After multiple foll ow-up

24 attenpts, we finally received the

25 requested material link this morning.
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1

2 Thi s behavi or has beconme a pattern

3 with Parks where it circul ates

4 I nconpl et e packages, pushes forward

5 wi th public hearing processes and

6 waits until the |l ast possible monent

7 to share m ssing and request ed

8 i nformation. This |eaves our office

9 with insufficient time to review

10 materials and determne if the

11 eval uati on of the respondents was done

12 properly, and if the selection of the

13 concessionaire is in the best interest

14 of the City.

15 While there was no time to

16 review this newly submtted

17 I nformation, our office would expect

18 t hat these docunents explain how Parks

19 evaluated all parties to the joint

20 venture originally considered for

21 award consisting of the current

22 vendor, as well as Core Services

23 Group, a vendor that recently entered

24 into a certification agreement with

25 t he Departnent of Social Services, and
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1
2 t hat presumably has no experience to
3 operate such a venue.
4 We al so hope that it explains
5 how Par ks, having had access to
6 adverse information for Core Services
7 Group in Passport for months only
8 became aware of it on September 29,
9 2021.
10 And finally, whether or not the
11 results of the Parks eval uations of
12 expressions of interest may have been
13 di fferent had Core been removed from
14 the joint venture before selection was
15 made and not after a nonth |ater.
16 MR. STAMOULI S: One nmonent,
17 pl ease. We are having some technical
18 difficulties.
19 We are going to ask the
20 Conmptroller to begin his statenment
21 fromthe top so everyone can hear it.
22 I|*'m very sorry for the inconvenience
23 to everyone here, but we want to nake
24 sure that everyone participating
25 remotely can fully participate.
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1
2 MR. KATSORHI S: Can everyone
3 hear me?
4 Yes. Okay.
5 Today, this Commttee finds
6 itself review ng yet again another
7 rushed award of a concessi on agreenent
8 with the Departnment of Parks and
9 Recreation wi thout full transparency
10 as to how the agency made its
11 determ nation to select the proposed
12 concessionaire. This is becom ng a
13 troubling pattern.
14 When the award docunments were
15 di stri buted on Monday, October 4, 2021
16 by the Mayor's Office of Contract
17 Services, this office e-mail ed MOCS
18 requesting that Parks provide certain
19 docunments referenced in but m ssing
20 fromthe distributed material, as well
21 as additional documentation relating
22 to the evaluation and sel ection
23 process.
24 After multiple follow-up
25 attempts, we finally received the
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1

2 requested material link this morning.

3 Thi s behavi or has becone a pattern

4 with Parks where it circul ates

5 I nconpl ete packages, pushes forward

6 with public hearing processes and

7 waits until the |ast possible mment

8 to share m ssing and requested

9 information. This |eaves our office

10 with insufficient time to review

11 materi als and determne if the

12 eval uation of the respondents was done

13 properly, and if the selection of the

14 concessionaire is in the best interest

15 of the City.

16 While there was no time to

17 review this newly submtted

18 i nformation, our office would expect

19 that these docunents explain how Parks

20 evaluated all parties to the joint

21 venture originally considered for

22 award consisting of the current

23 vendor, as well as Core Services

24 Group, a vendor that recently entered

25 into a certification agreement with
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13
1
2 t he Departnment of Social Services, and
3 t hat presumably has no experience to
4 operate such a venue.
5 We al so hope that it explains
6 how Par ks, having had access to
7 adverse information for Core Services
8 Group in Passport for months only
9 became aware of it on September 29,
10 2021.
11 And finally, whether or not the
12 results of the Parks eval uations of
13 expressions of interest may have been
14 different had Core been renoved from
15 the joint venture before selection was
16 made and not a nmonth after.
17 Beyond t hese unanswer ed
18 guestions, this office has concerns
19 about the rushed nature of this award
20 and the number of years of the
21 proposed concession. Rather than
22 proceeding with the request for
23 proposal, as it typically does for
24 concessi ons, Parks chose a faster
25 paced process, citing the need to
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1
2 award a new |icense agreement by
3 November 2021. This shortened
4 timeframe is a situation created by
5 the City when it term nated the prior
6 agreement wi thout having a proper plan
7 in place for the concession's
8 conti nued operation. Parks also
9 descri bes this proposed 13-year award
10 to be a, quote, tenporary solution,
11 end quote. \Which objectively seens
12 |l ong term
13 Additionally, earlier this year,
14 Par ks advertised its intent to enter
15 Into a negotiating concessi on
16 agreenment and its plan to eval uate
17 applicants based on set criteria.
18 However, Parks had not provided
19 anything to support how it considered
20 each interested vendor against the set
21 criteria, including in the areas of
22 capital i1nvestment, inmprovement and
23 desi gns, operating experience,
24 financial capability, planned
25 operations, the fee offer and the
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1

2 potential ability to attract

3 prof essional tournaments hosted by the

4 PGA and sim | ar organi zations.

5 Based on everything that |'ve

6 mentioned here today, this office

7 believes that the FCRC public meeting

8 schedul ed for tonorrow, October 13,

9 2021, should be held over to a future
10 date to allow this Comnmttee and its
11 member s adequate time to review
12 mat eri als, ask follow-up questions and
13 conduct their due diligence on the
14 proposal award.

15 Thank you.

16 THE CHAIR: Thank you. Are
17 t here any other members of the

18 Comm ttee that would like to make a
19 st at ement ?

20 (No response.)

21 THE CHAIR: Wl the Clerk

22 pl ease call the next person who wi shes
23 to testify.

24 THE CLERK: John Beni zi

25 (phonetic). Pl ease provide your ful
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1
2 name and affiliation for the record.
3 MR. BENI ZI: Yes, thank you very
4 much. My name is John Beni zi. ' m
5 representing the Bronx Chamber of
6 Commerce as its business devel opment
7 comm ttee chair. Thank you for having
8 me here today.
9 Once again, my name is John
10 Beni zi . ' mthe business devel opment
11 commttee chair for the Bronx Chanber
12 of Commerce.
13 Our organi zation has held golf
14 outings and other events in this
15 vicinity since its inaugural -- we
16 intimtely aware of the cost the
17 restaurant attached to it and the
18 managenment of the venue since its
19 grand opening. As Bronxites, we are
20 al so aware of the decades that it took
21 to actually transformthis parcel of
22 | and froma City dunp into a Class A
23 operation. W don't want to see yet
24 anot her deterioration of the great
25 t hi ngs we | ove about the Bronx and our
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2 City brought on by politicized

3 opportuni sm

4 We are opposed to this on the

5 follow ng issues: Affiniti Ferry

6 Point LLC is a recently established

7 sub entity of Atlanta based Bobby

8 Jones Links organization, an

9 organi zation with limted golf course

10 management experience as conmpared to

11 t he experience of the current

12 management organi zation.

13 Affiniti operates solely within

14 the State of Georgia and | acks

15 experience without a |ocal climte,

16 | ocal native brasses and ot her

17 particul ars of golf course management

18 in the northeast United States.

19 Mor eover, Affiniti's |ack of

20 verifiable restaurant experience

21 speaks against its ability to nmeet the

22 needs of this Concession's inportance

23 to the Bronx.

24 The very fact that Affiniti was

25 only recently formed here,
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suspiciously asks to what degree the
City's Parks Department could have
conducted a thorough vetting process.
| ndeed, the | ast organization of
consideration by this very sane
Franchi se Concessi on and Revi ew

Comm ttee, the Ferry Point Links LLC

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

organi zation, was found to be

=
o

I nappropriate for consideration,

|
[EEN

despite Parks Department subm ssion to

=
N

MOCS. In both cases, the push to

[N
w

conplete this review without proper

[EEY
N

oversi ght can be seen as a political

=
(&)

nmove to oust the existing managenment

=
(o))

organi zation prior to the current

=
~l

Mayor's exit from office.

=
(00)

This should not be allowed prior

=
©

to a detailed investigation of

N
o

Affiniti's qualifications to avoid a

N
[

repeat of the events that led to Ferry

N
N

Poi nt Li nks ouster |ess than a nonth

N
w

ago. By all accounts, this review

N
1N

seeks to approve a concession

N
(6)]

agreement that interferes with an
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2 existing New York City contract.

3 Unl ess and until proper | egal

4 action renmoves the current management

5 organi zation fromits existing

6 contract, approval of this hastily

7 presented, and probably elicit

8 agreenment, should not be all owed.

9 There should be no rush to take action

10 that is almpst assured to create

11 unnecessary taxpayer expense, which by

12 most accounts may cost the City

13 $30 mllion plus legal fees, merely to

14 achieve a mayoral initiative, which

15 may very possibly be reversed or

16 di srupted long after the Mayor | eaves

17 office.

18 For the reasons presented above,

19 this review process should be

20 di sal |l owed, pending a properly

21 constructive agreement and thorough

22 vetting process.

23 Thank you. [I'Ill take any

24 guesti ons anybody m ght have.

25 THE CLERK: Thank you. We'd
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1
2 like to rem nd menbers of the public
3 in attendance today that a face
4 covering is required to be worn
5 properly, covering your nose and your
6 mout h.
7 THE CHAIR: WIIl the Clerk
8 pl ease call the next person who w shes
9 to testify.
10 THE CLERK: Noel Cahi |
11 (phonetic). Please state your name
12 and affiliation for the record.
13 MR. CAHILL: Noel Cahill. Trump
14 Gol f Links at Ferry Point. ' m
15 currently the golf course
16 superintendent. | started my career
17 at Ferry Point back in 2012 when it
18 was still a landfill. My heart,
19 bl ood, sweat and tears went into the
20 property. And it's really
21 di sheartening to see that it's just
22 gi ven away wi thout thought process
23 gone into it.
24 I mean, we've devel oped a great
25 crew fromthe conmmunity. | have
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90 percent of my enpl oyees are Bronx
borough residents. And we are al
concerned. There's -- there's no
guarantee as to what's going to happen
in the upcom ng months. And it's
really concerning for us.

| just want to voice that

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

opinion. And when we started, there

=
o

was no golf course. W created a

|
[EEN

champi onship facility. 1It's above and

=
N

beyond any expectation that was -- was

[N
w

given and now it's all going to be

[EEY
N

t aken away for something that's not

=
(&)

our fault, as enployees. | don't know

=
(o))

how el se to convey that, but it's

=
~l

really, really disappointing. And

=
(00)

that's all | have.

=
©

THE CHAI R: Thank you.

N
o

WIl the Clerk please call the

N
[

next person who wi shes to testify.

N
N

THE CLERK: Al D Angelo

N
w

(phonetic). Please provide your ful

N
1N

name and affiliation for the record.

N
(6)]

MR. D' ANGELO: Good afternoon,
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1

2 | adi es and gentl emen. Thank you for

3 having me. M nane is Al D Angel o.

4 |'m the chairperson of Conmmunity Board

5 11. Also president of the Morris Park

6 Comunity Associ ation.

7 As many of you may not know, the

8 Bronx is the poorest borough. |t has

9 t he nost honel ess shelters per capita

10 t han any ot her borough. It is the

11 poorest, it is the |east educated and

12 It is highest in crime. W have a few

13 areas in the Bronx that people |ook

14 forward to. We have Yankee Stadium

15 Bot ani cal Gardens, the Bronx Zoo, and

16 now we have Trunmp Links. That has

17 been -- it was a landfill at one

18 point. It was changed froma |andfill

19 to a beautiful area in the Ferry Point

20 section of the Bronx.

21 There's a restaurant that it

22 caters to the people in the conmmunity.

23 Ri ght under the bridge, beautiful view

24 of the bridges. Great place to eat.

25 The food is very good, and it's very
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2 conducive to the community.

3 Bef ore any decision is made by

4 the City of New York, they should

5 contact the people that Iive within

6 the area. That hasn't been done. And

7 we are having this hearing now with

8 t hose people that are able to cone.

9 Since it's 2:00 o'clock in the

10 afternoon, makes it very difficult for

11 people to come to the hearing. But

12 know that the area is a beautiful

13 spot, it brings noney in from outside

14 the City.

15 It's expensive to play at Trunp

16 Links. But it gives people a chance

17 to come into the Bronx that woul dn't

18 normal ly come into it. They could fly

19 over it or drive around it. But now

20 t hey have a chance to go into the

21 Bronx. Some of them may even go to

22 the restaurants in the Throgs Neck

23 area, and it's conducive to the

24 busi ness of this community.

25 It's something that's there, it
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2 took a long time to make somet hi ng

3 happen in that area that was so

4 desol ate. Something there now is a

5 part of the flower of the Bronx, and

6 to destroy that because of political

7 reasons i s a disgrace.

8 So thank you very much for

9 heari ng ne.

10 THE CHAIR: Thank you.

11 WIl the Clerk please call the

12 next person who wi shes to testify.

13 THE CLERK: M chael Bi anco

14 (phonetic). Please provide your ful

15 name and affiliation for the record.

16 MR. BIANCO: M nane is M chael

17 Bi anco. ' m a ranger at Trump Gol f

18 Li nks at Ferry Point. |'malso a

19 Bronx resident.

20 Again, like said, this facility,

21 it was -- | think like three or four

22 people tried to get this running as a

23 gol f course. Trump cane in and did --

24 got a five star golf course made. W

25 have people fromall over the country
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2 come there. | see people, | speak to

3 people that come in and from al

4 different parts of United States and

5 they come just to play this course.

6 | f someone el se takes it over,

7 It m ght not be the same caliber as it

8 is now. And that's what people cone

9 to see. Conme to play. Course is a

10 di fferent kind of course than the

11 regul ar courses in New York City. And

12 that's what brings people.

13 And al so -- when they first

14 opened up the golf course, the general

15 manager and ot her people went to | ocal

16 hi gh schools to get people to come to

17 work to recruit people, young kids to

18 wor k there as bag boys or whatever job

19 openi ngs they had. So this was all --

20 a |l ot of people fromthe Bronx are

21 wor ki ng there.

22 That's it. Thank you.

23 THE CHAIR: Thank you. WII the

24 Clerk please call the next person who

25 wi shes to testify.
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THE CLERK: Padrac Pershad
(phonetic). Please provide your ful
name and affiliation for the record.

SPEAKER: Good afternoon,
everyone. Padrac Pershad. ' mthe
comptroller/human resource director at
the Trump conplex. |'m here today
just to let you know a little of
myself and the conpany | work for.

Prior to working there, I'ma
seasoned conptroller who is been in
busi ness over 40 years. Just after
that, | was been unenpl oyed for
three years. When | received the cal
that | was offered a job at the golf
link, I was very inmpressed at how
beauti ful property that is, and |
j oined the conpany.

And during the course of the
time, | heard some sayi ng about the --
the conmpany will | ose the contract for
some unknown reason. And there was a
big concern. | have enployees com ng

to me every day and asking me
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guestions, which | cannot answer up to
t hi s day.

One thing I'Il tell you as the
comptroller, | |look at nunbers and |
know nunbers very well. | want to
| ook back at the historical nunmber of

this particul ar conpany, the business,

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

|'ve seen the steady growth which I'm

=
o

so impressed of. And | can tell you

|
[EEN

today that with my know edge and

=
N

experience, | can tell you the --
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the -- the continued growth just going
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to get better and better. Because |
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can see so much potential in that --
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in that -- in that golf course there.
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One of my biggest concerns is

=
(00)

that if this golf course is to be --
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to be lost, I would say, there will be
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so much of a loss of jobs within the

N
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community, which is my biggest

N
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concern. | have enpl oyees who will be
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unenpl oyed and they got this job and

N
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come to me and they're so happy. |I'm

N
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personally very happy. | don't want
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1

2 to be selfish, but I will tell you a

3 | ot of enpl oyees are providing for

4 their famlies, including nyself.

5 And | do recall this particular
6 gol f course many years back. |

7 personally see it firsthand. It was a
8 conplete dump. M concern is if this
9 get in wrong hands, it will just get
10 backed up -- and a whole comunity.

11 Thank you.

12 THE CHAIR: Thank you. WII the
13 Clerk please call the next person who
14 wi shes to testify.

15 THE CLERK: Gene DeFrancis.

16 Pl ease provide your full name and

17 affiliation for the record.

18 MR. DEFRANCI S: Good afternoon,
19 everyone. M nanme is Gene DeFrancis.
20 |*"'m the founder of Allerton Merchants
21 Associ ation which is located in the
22 Bronx. |1'malso a United States
23 veteran, and also United States
24 chai rman and vice commander of the
25 Bronx County Anmerican Legion. Bei ng
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2 that this is a nonpartisan event, |

3 feel comfortable mentioning that.

4 | also am very confortable

5 mentioning what a great partner this

6 organi zation has been to the Bronx.

7 And | also want to express ny

8 frustration and di sheartening at some

9 of the rhetoric and discrimnation

10 t hat has been attached to this

11 organi zation. Some coments as, it's

12 t oo sophisticated for the Bronx. That

13 upsets nme tremendously. Yes, the food

14 I's not very cheap, the location is

15 gr andi oso.

16 ' m born and raised in the

17 Bronx. MW famly has lived there a

18 hundred years. We |ike sophistication

19 sometimes. We |ike beautiful things

20 sonmetimes. And we -- we should work

21 together uplifting all of our

22 residents up and not tearing things

23 down.

24 The men and women at Trunp

25 Or gani zation and golf, the golf Iinks,
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1
2 and the waterfront cafe have been very
3 good friends to us. They've provided
4 a lot of service within our community
5 events. Projects that a | ot of people
6 | eft behind. Festivals, parades,
7 t hey' ve been there. They've even
8 assi sted us when we needed golf carts
9 for the VA hospital because our
10 el derly members couldn't reach the
11 front door fromthe back end of the
12 par ki ng | ot.
13 We made one phone call and they
14 answer ed i mmedi ately, yes. And now
15 those -- those members -- and we had
16 to deal with politics to serve those
17 menbers with the golf carts. Which it
18 needs to stop. We need to cone
19 together, we need to stop with this
20 partisanship. We need to stop with
21 t he divisiveness and work together and
22 keep the Bronx beautiful because |
23 | ove the Bronx. | don't want to nove
24 fromthe Bronx, and |I'm not going to
25 move from the Bronx. And | want to
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1
2 work with everyone to make the Bronx a
3 better place.
4 Thank you very nmuch for your
5 time and hope that we can work
6 t oget her and conmon sense can prevail.
7 Thank you.
8 THE CHAIR: Thank you. WII the
9 Clerk please call the next person who
10 wi shes to testify.
11 THE CLERK: Dennis Gall agher
12 (phonetic). Please provide your ful
13 name and affiliation for the record.
14 MR. GALLAGHER: Good afternoon,
15 | adi es and gentlenmen. M name is
16 Denni s Gall agher, | am head ranger at
17 Ferry Point.
18 | have the sense that the cart
19 Is in front of the horse. M
20 understanding is that our organization
21 has a contract with the City of New
22 York. |If we have a contract with the
23 City of New York and no court has
24 voi ded that contract, what in hell are
25 we doing here? It seems to ne that a
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2 judge can void a contract. Not a

3 Mayor .

4 So until that |egal proceeding

5 occurs, and I'"'mfairly confident that

6 t hat | egal proceeding will be resolved

7 I n our favor, why are we wasting

8 everyone's time and energy? Because

9 someone has a vendetta? |Is this how

10 Ameri can denocracy is supposed to

11 work? | don't think so.

12 And | will tell you this. ' ve

13 been there seven years, fromthe

14 begi nning when it was first open to

15 the public. Most of my staff has been

16 there seven years. They |ove what

17 they do, and | |ove seeing themin

18 March when they conme back. Because

19 I*'m an outside guy. |*'m not there the

20 whol e year.

21 If you have a football team and

22 you won a chanpi onship and 22-year

23 starters were com ng back, you would

24 have the feeling that | have every

25 Mar ch.
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| think this proceeding is
ridicul ous.

THE CHAIR: Thank you. WII the
Clerk please call the next person who
wi shes to testify.

THE CLERK: Larry Fishel son
(phonetic). Please provide your ful
name and affiliation for the record.

MR. FI SHELSON: My name is Larry
Fi shel son. |1'm a resident of
Manhattan, and I'"'ma long-time avid
gol fer.

And if you ever told me that the
greatest golf course |'ve ever played

in my life, heaven on earth, would be

in the Bronx, | would tell you no way.
But I'Il tell you something, |'ve been
golfing my entire life. | was born in

Manhattan. Grew up in the suburbs.
Pl ayed golf. Played high school golf
and col | ege gol f. |*ve had the

pl easure to play golf all around the
world. And being in the City, in

Manhattan for the | ast many years, |
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didn't play golf. To be honest with
you, the other City golf courses,
they're just not up to par.

So when Trunmp opened this
course, | first went out to the Bronx
to play golf and | couldn't believe
it. | couldn't believe it. It is one
of greatest golf courses there are on
t he pl anet. Everyone | bring there to
pl ay says it's one of the greatest
gol f courses on the planet. | tel
peopl e you can go ahead -- | played
Whi stling Straits three tinmes where
t hey just played the Ryder Cup. | f
t hey wanted to, you can have the U. S.
Open in three weeks at this golf
course, it's that good. lt's that
good.

The facilities here are
I mmacul ate. You pull up, everybody is
waiting for you. You feel good. Your
tee time is right on time. You're not
pl aying a seven-hour round. You are

pl aying a four-hour round. It is one
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1
2 of the greatest golf courses, once
3 again, |'ve ever played.
4 Now |l et's tal k about everything
5 el se that everyone nentioned. The
6 food. The food is fabulous. The
7 restaurant is fabulous. |'mlucky
8 enough, if | want to join any private
9 club, I could. | don't. There's no
10 reason to. Everyt hing here is
11 fabul ous. And this whole proceeding,
12 as the gentleman just said, is
13 ridiculous. Over politics.
14 To | ook at names, to | ook at
15 politics over a course. As a City
16 resident, this is a beautiful thing
17 t hat happened and to take it away
18 woul d be awf ul . And if they left, |
19 couldn't see playing there again.
20 Because |'ve seen courses before that
21 were great and they bring other
22 management companies in and just ruin
23 it.
24 There's nore to golf than just
25 pl aying golf. There's getting there,
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2 there's food, there's tee tines,

3 there's course managenment. And once

4 again, greatest -- one of the greatest

5 golf courses is in the Bronx, New

6 Yor k.

7 Thank you.

8 THE CHAIR: Thank you. WII the

9 Clerk please call the next person who

10 wi shes to testify.

11 THE CLERK: Brian Crowell

12 (phonetic). Please provide your ful

13 name and affiliation for the record.

14 MR. CROWELL: Thank you very

15 much. My name is Brian Crowell, the

16 general manager at Trunp Golf Links at

17 Ferry Point. And again, there's a

18 l ong list of things | could say,

19 certainly being in the golf business

20 for more than 30 years.

21 | agree with what Larry said.

22 We are in a very, very special golf

23 facility here. One of the best in the

24 country. And it goes without saying

25 that the Trunp Organi zation turned an
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1
2 eyesore just to the left of the
3 Whi t estone Bridge into the nunber six
4 grand muni ci pal golf facility in the
5 country. This is not our opinion.
6 This is fact based on a | ot of very
7 special and smart people. So we are
8 tal ki ng about something that is known
9 to be one of the best golf courses in
10 the country.
11 The charities we support, the
12 community we support, the donations
13 t hat we give over and over again, help
14 a | ot of people in the surrounding
15 community and beyond. | have a | ong
16 list of things that | want to say, but
17 at the top of this list are
18 approxi mately 150 enpl oyees that give
19 their heart and soul day in and day
20 out to make this a spectacul ar
21 experience.
22 We are proud to have this in the
23 Bronx. It is -- it is a gem and it's
24 a treat. Having worked at private
25 facilities, we are bringing a private
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1
2 facility experience to every nmember of
3 t he public that wants to come and
4 visit our property. \Whether it's for
5 di ning, for golf or just to have
6 drinks and see the beautiful view.
7 We are very, very fortunate. W
8 are creating sonmething very, very
9 special. And year after year, the
10 I ncrease i n business proves it. W
11 had our conptroller up here talKking
12 about the numbers. We are on track to
13 break all records this year. |If we
14 wer e doi ng anything wrong, why would
15 we continue to rise and get nore and
16 nore positive remarks from the public
17 and from everywhere el se?
18 We are doing a great job. W
19 are proud. There are one hundred and
20 fifty people, many of them here, that
21 are very proud of it and their
22 famlies depend on this. W are -- we
23 are putting our heart and soul into
24 this property and we've got a | ot of
25 peopl e, members of the Bronx, members
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of the surrounding area that are

pl anning on raising their famlies
fromthe income they get working for
Trump Gol f Links at Ferry Point.

This is very hard for us to
understand. And | hope that we can
get some answers here fairly soon.

But there is no reason that we should
| eave that property and it shoul d be

given to anot her managenment conpany.

Thank you.

THE CHAIR: Thank you. WII the
Clerk please call the next person who
wi shes to testify.

THE CLERK: Kenneth A. Caruso
(phonetic). Pl ease provide your ful
name and affiliation for the record.

MR. CARUSO. Madam Chairman, |'d
| i ke to postpone -- |'mthe attorney
for Trump Ferry Point. |1'd like to
speak after all the enpl oyees, please.

Kenneth Caruso. |'mthe
attorney for Trunp Ferry Point in both

the litigation that's going on and of
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2 course in general with respect to this

3 di spute with the City.

4 If you would permt me to

5 post pone ny testinmony to the end, |

6 think that will probably be helpful to

7 t he members.

8 THE CHAIR: Sure. That's fine.

9 Thank you.

10 MR. CARUSO: Thank you very

11 much.

12 THE CHAIR: WIIl the person

13 pl ease call the next person who w shes

14 to testify.

15 THE CLERK: Ron Lei ber man

16 (phonetic). Please provide your ful

17 name and affiliation for the record.

18 MR. LEI BERMAN: Good afternoon.

19 My name is Ron Leiberman. And |'m an

20 executive vice president with the

21 Trump Organi zati on. |*'m here today to

22 provide testimony in opposition of

23 Parks' intent to award the Ferry Point

24 golf course to Affiniti Ferry Point

25 LLC.
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1
2 | have been the | ead person on
3 this project for our conpany and |'ve
4 been involved with it ever since the
5 City asked us to take it over nore
6 than a decade ago. At that time, the
7 site was a landfill. The project to
8 construct a golf course was
9 | angui shing. The contractors the City
10 selected were ripping us off, and the
11 t axpayers were paying between mllions
12 and mllions of dollars for the City's
13 m st akes.
14 Now, this project has been fifty
15 years in the making and still not
16 getting built. So in 2010, simlar to
17 what we did at Rohlman Rink in the
18 1980s, we were asked to take over the
19 project, finish it, roll in a golf
20 course, and construct a
21 state-of-the-art clubhouse in return
22 for operating it under a 20-year
23 agreenment.
24 | mmedi ately, we got rid of the
25 contractors and finished the
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2 construction. We grew it in

3 beautifully and opened it up to rave

4 reviews and tremendous accol ades.

5 Year after year, since opening, we

6 have taken great pride thanks to the

7 staff you see in the room And we

8 spare no expense ensuring that Ferry

9 Poi nt continues to be recogni zed as

10 one of the best public golf courses in

11 the world.

12 Now, just a few years |ater and

13 after we've invested nore than

14 $30 mllion, this adm nistration and

15 Mayor are trying to term nate our

16 contract and steal this investnment

17 fromus, all to settle a political

18 vendetta against the formal president,

19 who i s no | onger working the

20 day-to-day operation of our conpany

21 and has not been doing so for nore

22 than five years.

23 What a horrible message this

24 sends to anyone who wants to do

25 busi ness with the City of New York.
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1
2 In fact, why would anyone want to
3 become a concessionaire and make a
4 capital investment if the contract can
5 be term nated wi thout any viol ations.
6 And when the concessionaire has
7 operated it beautifully and conplied
8 with each and every provision of that
9 contract. That's not what effective
10 government is about. And |I ask each
11 of you to go there and see it for
12 yourself. Now, as we settle this
13 | egal dispute for the City, Parks has
14 put together some kind of hodgepodge
15 process and it's not acceptable.
16 In closing, we believe that we
17 will prevail in court with this | egal
18 fight. However, until the case is
19 resolved, we respectfully ask for the
20 benefit of New Yorkers, that the
21 Comm ttee not proceed with any action
22 to seek to replace us until the case
23 i's resol ved. Until such tinme, New
24 Yorkers will continue to have operator
25 that is in the best in the business
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2 and enjoy this magnificent facility

3 wi t hout any interruption in service to

4 the public while most certainly happen

5 under this proposed schene.

6 | *'m avail abl e for any questions

7 now or after this. Thank you.

8 THE CHAIR: Thank you. WII the

9 Clerk please call the next person who

10 wi shes to testify.

11 THE CLERK: John -- |'m having

12 difficulty with the name. John Ser --

13 t he constructi on manager --

14 MR. GRUBER: Yeah.

15 THE CLERK: Pl ease provide your

16 full name and affiliation for the

17 record.

18 MR. GRUBER: Good afternoon. My

19 name is John Gruber. |I'mthe

20 construction manager for the Trunp

21 Or gani zati on. | was responsible for

22 both building the temporary facility

23 and the permanent cl ubhouse.

24 | find it disheartening that the

25 amount of time and effort that ny
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2 staff and the contractors who are from

3 bot h New York, you know, did all this

4 work only to have it handed off to

5 anot her potential concessionaire.

6 We spent an enormous anount of

7 time making the project topnotch. W

8 went above and beyond our initial

9 financial responsibility by quite a

10 bit. I think this is a travesty that

11 t he Mayor, for political reasons, is

12 trying to take this away fromthe

13 Trump Organization. And | don't know

14 what else to say, but it's very

15 di sheartening that this is the way the

16 City is running business. And Ron

17 said that for future concessionaires

18 to have to worry about just, you know,

19 for any mnor infraction, you can just

20 take away their -- their livelihood.

21 Thank you.

22 THE CHAIR: Thank you. WII the

23 Clerk please call the next person who

24 wi shes to testify.

25 THE CLERK: It hor Verasky
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1
2 (phonetic). Pl ease provide your ful
3 name and affiliation for the record.
4 MR. VERASKY: Good afternoon.
5 My name is Ithor Verasky. ' m one of
6 t he contractors who the -- at
7 Ferry Point.
8 So | can say only that | work
9 for the Trump Organi zation for |ike
10 15 years, so -- on the construction
11 site. And it's always, |ike, that
12 organi zation was always fair and
13 appreciate our work and -- and
14 everything was al ways, you know,
15 great. So | guess that's it. Thank
16 you.
17 THE CHAIR: Thank you. WII the
18 Clerk please call the next person who
19 wi shes to testify.
20 THE CLERK: Dani el Sponzilli.
21 Pl ease provide your full name and
22 affiliation for the record.
23 MR. SPONZI LLI : Hel | o. Good
24 afternoon. M nane is Dani el
25 Sponzilli. | was the | andscape
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2 desi gner for Ferry Point. W worked

3 closely with the Parks Departnment at

4 that time and the Trunp Organi zati on.

5 And it was a great process. | was

6 col | aborative. W spoke not only

7 about fiscal and nopnetary

8 responsibilities, but we really talked

9 about how it would work and how the

10 cl ubhouse and the surrounding

11 | andscape woul d work within the Bronx.

12 So it was not to be

13 ostentatious. W were to plant life

14 and all of the various greeting

15 proposals that we worked with were to

16 keep Ferry Point clubhouse and the

17 facility working well with the

18 surrounding |l and. So we knew t hat

19 there was a park across the street.

20 We wanted to keep that in mnd as we

21 were doing things as well. W wanted

22 to keep impervious in the parking

23 areas down as mnimum as we could so

24 that the Bronx and people that were

25 visiting the golf course would
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1
2 experience a true | andscape all the
3 way t hrough.
4 |*ve personally, on a personal
5 note, |'ve worked with the Trunmp
6 Organi zation for almst 19 years. |
7 built and designed in various
8 capacities with the organization from
9 the top down. They've been excell ent.
10 |*ve worked personally with al
11 members of the famly and with many of
12 t he people that are here today. And
13 it's been a wonderful experience.
14 We never cut corners. All of
15 our conversations that we've had in
16 regards to this project and many ot her
17 projects, are sole collaborative from
18 an organi zation to a | andscape
19 perspective that's unbelievably
20 uni que, especially in a public
21 setting. So to have this public golf
22 course, its amazing clubhouse, the
23 | andscapes around it which are truly
24 part of the actual surrounding area,
25 think it would be a travesty if that
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1
2 was turned over to another entity that
3 was not |ocal and did not understand
4 t he people and the area around it and
5 the hard work that went into it.
6 So | appreciate your tine.
7 Thank you.
8 THE CHAIR: Thank you. WII the
9 Clerk please call the next person who
10 wi shes to testify.
11 THE CLERK: Al Consoli. Please
12 provide your full name and affiliation
13 for the record.
14 MR. CONSOLI: Good afternoon.
15 My name is Alfred Consoli, I11. | am
16 the director of golf at Trump Gol f
17 Li nks at Ferry Point.
18 The main point | would like to
19 make and try to convey to this
20 Commttee is that | keep hearing the
21 term that makes what we do at this
22 pl ace a ot nmore than a golf course.
23 And it's the experience.
24 We've created, and the Trunp
25 Or gani zation has created an
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2 experience. MWMhich is why the numbers

3 continue to increase. It's the |evel

4 of service, it's the people and the

5 professionals that are able to attract

6 that come work for the organization.

7 It's the way we make people feel

8 fromthe time they show up to the

9 quality of the golf course. The

10 | mpeccabl e conditions and the

11 resources that are continually

12 reinvested into the property to make

13 sure that we always maintain the

14 st andards of the organization.

15 That is why it is so special to

16 the Bronx, that is why it is special

17 to this City. And | have -- |'ve been

18 i n business for 19 years. | ve wor ked

19 for -- this is the fourth managenent

20 conpany |'ve been involved in, and

21 |*ve seen what happens when corners

22 get cut and it's more about the bottom

23 | ine and how nmuch extra dollars can we

24 try to squeeze out of the place and

25 what happens to the conditions. You
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will no | onger have an experience.
You will just have a golf course.
Thank you.

THE CHAIR: Thank you. WII the
Clerk please call the next person who
wi shes to testify.

THE CLERK: Parn Delitis
(phonetic). Please provide your ful
name and affiliation for the record.

MR. DELITIS: Sorry about mny
handwriting there. My name is Parn
Delitis. And as some other people
here, |I'm a paying custonmer. | do not
work for the Trump Organization, nor
have any affiliation with them  But |
visit the golf course and | do play
gol f.

We've read so many news about
the Trump Organi zation. They made
this m stake, that m stake, whatever.
l*'m not here to judge. So | will tell
you one thing, though. Ferry Point is
not a bad decision fromthe Trunp

Or gani zati on. The Bronx -- | mean,
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1
2 ["min Manhattan raised. But the
3 Bor ough of the Bronx, they do need
4 busi nesses that operate on a profit.
5 And this is one of them There is no
6 reason to boycott any of this business
7 because this is a taxpaying revenue to
8 the City, the City makes noney with,
9 and at the end of the day, everybody
10 comes up with a positive outcone.
11 As far as the golf course, | can
12 show you, and this is a verified data,
13 10, 000 courses or more go bankrupt
14 every year because there's a | ack of
15 real estate and the way around the
16 pl ace. This is not one of them
17 So a consideration nust be given
18 to the business that actually operates
19 on a profit. Forget the fact that
20 It's a work class facility and
21 everything. This people making it
22 possi bl e. But at the end of the day,
23 there is no reason to boycott or
24 poi son a place that actually is making
25 money for the City. And this is not
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2 really an argunment about the

3 organi zation and everything, is an

4 Indirect -- to the people that work

5 t here. Peopl e need to work there.

6 They' re maki ng noney. Everybody is

7 happy. And that's all | have to say.

8 There is no reason right now to

9 really boycott this. s it political,

10 not political, it doesn't matter at

11 this point.

12 Thank you so nmuch for your time.

13 THE CHAIR: Thank you. WII the

14 Clerk please call the next person who

15 wi shes to testify.

16 THE CLERK: Mar k Bl azen

17 (phonetic). Pl ease provide your ful

18 name and affiliation for the record.

19 Mar k Bl azen.

20 SPEAKER: This is Mark W nt hrop.

21 |*'m not sure if you have ny | ast nane.

22 That's not my | ast name. But | didn't

23 hear anybody el se speak up --

24 THE CLERK: Sorry, Mark W nt hrop

25 Is the last name on the list. |I'm
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1
2 going in order of the |ist.
3 So Frank Rafielli (phonetic).
4 Pl ease provide your full name and
5 affiliation for the record.
6 * AUDI O *
7 MR. RAFI ELLI: Thank you very
8 much. Frank Rafielli.
9 Thank you so much. My nane is
10 Frank Rafielli. I"m here today as a
11 concerned citizen of New York City. |
12 wor ked in New York City Parks under
13 Par ks Conmm ssi oner Henry Stern. And |
14 stayed active in Parks for the | ast
15 30 years, alnost three decades,
16 t hrough various nonprofits.
17 More relatively, a profit --
18 vari ous New York City -- including the
19 Food and Beverage -- (inaudible).
20 | have been a part of this
21 commttee in the past -- some of the
22 -- (inaudi ble) found egregi ous by New
23 York City Parks, City of New York.
24 This process in -- (inaudible) with
25 the golf course. Quite honestly,
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1
2 extremely upsetting and -- some of
3 the -- New York City found it -- New
4 York -- (inaudible.)
5 For starters, New York City is
6 an extremely practice being able to
7 handl e contracts because of personal
8 or seem ng political reasons. By al
9 accounts, the operators at Ferry Point
10 golf course are doing a pretty good
11 job. Revenue is increasing.
12 Beauti ful course. People enjoy it
13 and, you know, even during the --
14 they're (inaudi ble) doing pretty
15 amazi ng as wel .
16 This revenue and the tens of
17 mllions of dollars that this
18 organi zati on has funded, capital
19 expendi tures, has been beneficial to
20 the City of New York, and for its
21 people at a time that it really need
22 t he nmoney.
23 Let me be clear, to me there is
24 no econom c or operational reason why
25 this contract could be, should be
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1
2 |l egally term nated by the contract in
3 the Trump Organi zation.
4 City of New York | eading on,
5 (i naudi bl e) professional procurenent,
6 as if that's the real reason. But we
7 know it's a lie. Everyone knows it's
8 alie. The real reason this -- this
9 contract is because they hate Trunp.
10 They hate Donald Trunp. Has zero to
11 do with the contract, zero to do with
12 t he professional part of it. It al
13 has to do with political personal
14 reason.
15 "' m wrapping up now. And | wil
16 say that the second nmost -- hearing --
17 (i naudi bl e) -- Parks shows a
18 negoti ated concession practice. As
19 the Comptroller's office has
20 mentioned, steal bid or steal proposal
21 nore typical and nmuch nmore conpetitive
22 under the guise that they have too
23 much timeline. This is the tinmeline
24 t hat Parks created by itself by
25 term nating the contract. Does not --
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1
2 and -- (inaudible) -- they gave a
3 contract -- for a homeless shelter
4 operator for New York City --
5 connection and -- (inaudible). Then
6 when t hey called out by the press,
7 t hey simply changed the operators
8 name. Corrected docunent in the City
9 record. This is -- quite honestly a
10 j oke and a scam  Everyone understands
11 it. There's -- (inaudible). It's
12 beyond - -
13 | ask FCRC to please do your job
14 and come to the obvious concl usion,
15 whet her you agree with his personal
16 politics or not, whether you like him
17 as a person or not, it doesn't matter.
18 He has -- his organization has a
19 contract. They're doing a pretty dam
20 good job there --
21 MR. STAMOULI S: You are out of
22 time.
23 MR. RAFI ELLI: Thank you very
24 much. | appreciate it. And | can't
25 | magi ne anyone wanting to do business

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re NYC -

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P PR R R PP PP e
g A W N P O © © ~N o U A W N P O

Mayor s OFfice of Contract Services (MOCS) (FCRC)

Cct ober 12, 2021
58

with the City of New York --

MR. STAMOULI S: Thank you.

MR. RAFI ELLI : Thank you.
Bye- bye.

THE CHAIR: Thank you. WII the
Clerk please call the next person who
wi shes to testify.

THE CLERK: Teresa Cone
(phonetic). Pl ease provide your ful
name and affiliation for the record.

MR. STAMOULIS: Hello, is Teresa
still on the call? One nmore time, is
Teresa still on the call?

(No response.)

MR. STAMOULIS: | think we can
proceed with the next person. Thank
you.

THE CLERK: Sylvia Sierra
(phonetic). Pl ease provide your ful
name and affiliation for the record.

MS. S| ERRA: My name is Silvia
Sierra. And I'm a maintenance
supervisor at Trump Ferry Point. And

| think it's very selfish what they're
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2 trying to do.

3 We are going to have 150 people

4 wi t hout enpl oyment, and |'m scared.

5 ' m scared for me because | take care

6 of my nmother financially and | take

7 care of nmy daughter. So if I'm

8 unenpl oyed, | have to go on welfare,

9 sonmething that | do not want to do.

10 And my nom wi ||l be suffering.

11 So this is how nmuch confi dent

12 Il -- if y'all -- people and to

13 nmysel f --

14 (Audi o interruption.)

15 | love working seven years, and

16 | I ove being in this group, that and

17 the same -- that give this place to

18 sonebody that does not know not hi ng

19 about the Bronx, do not know not hing

20 about the people, the community, or --

21 That's all | have to say.

22 THE CHAIR: Thank you. WII the

23 Clerk please call the next person who

24 wi shes to testify.

25 THE CLERK: Mar k W nt hr op.
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2 Pl ease provide your full name and

3 affiliation for the record.

4 MR. W NTHRORP: Hi . My name is

5 Mar k W nt hr op. | am a gol fer. | have

6 no affiliation with the Trunp

7 Or gani zation or anybody at the hearing

8 for the Trunp Ferry Point.

9 | also believe that this is an
10 amazing facility. | love to go golf
11 there, and | think importantly, ny
12 son, who is now 17 years old, played
13 on the PGA Junior League, Golf League
14 there. It was a fabulous and
15 wonder ful experience that was given
16 whol eheartedly by the entire
17 organi zation there, the enpl oyees at
18 t he organization and it was a
19 wonder ful, wonderful program for the
20 City of New York, kids comng from al
21 five boroughs to play.

22 | would also add to this that it
23 adds -- there's something very speci al
24 about playing there. Because, you

25 know, we even see foxes on the course.
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2 | actually had a golf ball picked up

3 by a hawk once and flew away with it

4 for a few yards. [It's a wonderful,

5 wonder ful pl ace.

6 Our experience has been

7 absol utely topnotch, and we believe

8 that to make any changes to this

9 amazi ng place would be a shane.

10 That's it.

11 THE CHAIR: Thank you. WII the

12 Clerk please call the next person who

13 wi shes to testify?

14 MR. STAMOULI S: On behalf of the

15 Clerk, 1'"lIl be calling further renote

16 attendees that registered.

17 | have next an Estay Col zas

18 (phonetic). Can you please speak.

19 MR. COLZAS: Yeah. M nane is

20 Estay Col zas. |''man attorney in New

21 York for the last 15 years. | have

22 been playing at Trunp Ferry Point for

23 the last -- since it opened. And |

24 want to say that |'ma menber of the

25 public, but | don't believe we should
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1
2 be here today. Because this is caused
3 by a Mayoral fiat, political vendetta
4 that's created, a situation that
5 shoul d not be encouraged.
6 The matters -- it is before the
7 court to award a contract to another
8 facility at a time when the Trunmp
9 Organi zation is doing a fantastic job
10 IS not appropriate. This course is
11 good for the -- it's good for New
12 Yor k. It has given steps to our City.
13 Anybody that plays the course is
14 completely -- they have an experience
15 that is beyond belief because it is a
16 topnotch facility.
17 | echo the -- the comments that
18 have been nmade earlier. And | just
19 don't believe that if it's not broken,
20 don't fix it. The Trunmp Organi zation
21 I's doing a fantastic job. |*ve played
22 golf Trunmp courses all over the world.
23 In Los Angel es, Scotl and. And t he
24 Trunp Organi zation knows how to run a
25 golf course. We should not be here
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t oday.
This -- Parks --
(Audio interruption.)

-- to New York City, and |I'm al
agai nst taking it away fromthe Trunmp
Or gani zation just because the Mayor
deci ded that should be done.

Thank you for my opportunity to
speak.

THE CHAIR: Thank you. WII the
Clerk please call the next person who
wi shes to testify.

MR. STAMOULI S: Charl es Arnol d.

MR. ARNOLD: Yes. Can you hear

me ?
MR. STAMOULI S: Yes, we can.
MR. ARNOLD: Hi. [|I'm Charles
Arnold. I1'd like to thank the

Commttee for allowi ng ne brief

testimony. |I'ma New York City
resident. | ama private citizen. |
have no affiliation whatsoever to the

organi zation currently running the

facility.
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2 | am an avid gol fer. | lTive in

3 Manhattan, and | |ove to come to the

4 Bronx to play golf. | live in

5 Manhattan with my wife who is a New

6 York City schoolteacher, third grade

7 teacher in Brooklyn. | have a

8 four-year-old. | ' ve been playing at

9 Ferry Point since the golf course

10 opened, and |'m very proud to play

11 there. Which is not to patronize

12 country clubs. Some of which exclude

13 peopl e based on race or sexual

14 orientation or religion. Ferry Point

15 Is a place where anyone, all New

16 Yorkers can come and play any tinme.

17 Ilt's -- it's very well -- and it

18 conpetes very nicely with those

19 country clubs that | mentioned

20 earlier.

21 It's a special place. It's a

22 fantastic asset to the Bronx. It's a

23 fantastic asset for New York City.

24 It's not just any old golf course and

25 some management conmpany from out of
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state -- I -- 1 -- 1 have a hard tinme
accepting that they can do as good a
job as what's being done there.

just can't enphasize enough. It is a
real special place. Amazing place.
And it's well run.

|*ve been playing there since
t hey opened. And | think to bring
uncertainty for the enpl oyees,
har d- wor ki ng New Yorkers that work
there, or just ordinary citizens |ike
myself that like to go there, | think
It's incorrect.

| think the I egal process should
be permtted to run its course and |
t hi nk should stay --

MR. STAMOULI S: You have one
m nut e.

MR. ARNOLD: Okay. | don't need
the whole m nute. But again, Charles
Arnol d. |*'m an attorney, practicing
attorney in New York. And | think the
Comm ttee should wait for the | egal

process to conclude. And | thank you
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for hearing nmy testimny. Thank you.

THE CHAIR: Thank you. WII the
Clerk please call the next person who
wi shes to testify.

MR. STAMOULIS: Brian Riley
(phonetic).

MR. RILEY: M name is Brian
Riley. I'ma citizen of Jersey,
former New York resident. ' m a
custonmer of the course from day one.
l'"mstill a customer. | drive back
and forth several amount of hours to
play this course and eat their food.

Coupl e years ago, | becanme a
vendor up there -- for a small
busi ness. They were one of nmy best
clients. They brought a | ot of money
into the conmpany.

| worked with every aspect of
the golf course, fromthe facilities
and mai ntenance to food and beverage,
| worked with kitchen, | worked the
front desk, and | worked with the

account ants. Everyone was
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2 prof essi onal . Everyone cane on tine.

3 And they were respectful.

4 You know, this is not just a

5 standard golf course. This is a golf

6 course of extreme excellence. But in

7 the end -- just a golf course and

8 shoul d not have politics --

9 (1 naudi bl e.)

10 Thank you.

11 MR. STAMOULI S: Thank you.

12 THE CHAIR: Thank you. WII the

13 Clerk please call the next person who

14 wi shes to testify.

15 MR. STAMOULI S: Tony Bradick

16 (phonetic). Tony Bradick. Are you on

17 the call?

18 MR. BRADICK: My name is Tony

19 Br adi ck. ' m a resident of New York

20 City. " man avid golfer. | pl ayed

21 the other public golf course the City

22 does have on its properties. The

23 Trump course is far and away. Best in

24 terms of its quality and chall enges.

25 But nost inmportantly, the way it's
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operated, and | think it's getting

l ost in all of this process,
notwi t hst andi ng the huge due process
here, is the fact that, you know, the
course is what it is, management are
what they are because of the people

i nvol ved.

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

Changi ng the franchise inpacts

=
o

the City's goal of maxim zing

|
[EEN

revenues, bringing this new proposal

=
N

I's tal king about charging | ower rates,

[N
w

not higher rates. So it doesn't

[EEY
N

achieve the City's desired goal of

=
(&)

havi ng maxi m zed val ue of the

=
(o))

franchise. It's bringing an

=
~l

I nexperienced managenment team which

=
(00)

will inevitably lead to a | oss of

=
©

utilization and again, |ower revenues.

N
o

You know, this is a project that

N
[

was stillborn until Trump got involved

N
N

and until the Trump Organization got

N
w

involved in it. And now enpl oys over

N
1N

150 people and attracts thousands of

N
(6)]

people to play the rounds every --

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100



In Re NYC - Mayor s O fice of Contract Services (MOCS) (FCRC)
Oct ober 12, 2021

1

2 every week, every nonth through the

3 gol f season. Not twice a year. This

4 will -- changing the franchise wl

5 further inmperil the City's reputation

6 thereafter that seeks predictability

7 I n due process.

8 For the reasons presented, the

9 Comm ttee should cease these

10 proceedi ngs and wait on the due

11 process of the |l aw and the court

12 system  Thank you for your tine.

13 THE CHAIR: Thank you. WII the

14 Clerk please call the next person who

15 wi shes to testify.

16 MR. STAMOULI S: Martin L

17 Johnson. Martin L. Johnson.

18 MR. JOHNSON: Yes. This is

19 Martin L. Johnson. Thank you for the

20 opportunity to speak. l''mthe

21 presi dent of the Bobby Jones Gol f

22 Cour se Foundati on.

23 Foundation is 501K3 corporation

24 t hat operates Bobby Jones golf course.

25 Gol f course for that -- (inaudible)
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2 foundation is operating the course for

3 management Bobby Jones Link, also

4 known as Affiniti, that began in

5 Oct ober 1, 2015.

6 There's a lot of simlarities

7 bet ween Ferry Point and Bobby Jones

8 golf course. We -- we were formed in

9 2015 based on overseas renovati on and

10 transformati on, possibly poor

11 conditions, underlying --

12 underutilized golf course into one of

13 the best public facilities in the

14 country.

15 We had a 32 m | lion-dollar

16 renovation that involved --

17 (i naudi bl e) -- golf course. But al so

18 a 23,000 cl ubhouse and restaurant and

19 center and parking. Bobby Jones has

20 been with us since the beginning.

21 Pl ayed integral role in renovation of

22 the facility, fromthe beginning. It

23 not only managed the operation of the

24 facility -- to the state in providing

25 critical advice for the renovation
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process.

The golf course opened in 2018
and -- (inaudible) -- not only
successful renovation, |evel of
service provided by our golf
professionals, instructors, food and
beverage staff, our director of golf
profession -- of the year in 2020, by
the PGA. Bobby Jones Links provides a
corporate culture with character,
integrity of M. Jones itself. As
well as the nost successf ul
organi zati on.

Bobby Jones Link Foundation
achi eved, exceeds the financial
results -- they -- (inaudible) -- they
have put into place procedures they
devel oped over many years. And
financial business result. The point
t hat many of you have nmade, certainly
agree with, mpost inmportant thing
t hey' ve done --

MR. STAMOULI'S: One m nute

remai ni ng.
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2 MR. JOHNSON: Thank you. The

3 key positions |ike general manager,

4 head professional, instructor, course

5 superi ntendent and executive --

6 contrary to what other folks have said

7 here, we have substantial experience

8 operating a golf course. Not just

9 In -- not just in --

10 They have high quality

11 i ndi vi dual s and management | evel and

12 t hey brought themto their golf

13 course. | hear everything that's been

14 said about Trump --

15 That's exactly why we have Bobby

16 Jones because of the management. One

17 of our overarching goal in the

18 busi ness, facility, about what

19 M. Jones would be proud. Critical

20 support by the managenment of Bobby

21 Jones Link, we feel that we have

22 achi eved that result.

23 If I can get a few more m nutes

24 of my time. |'malso the vice

25 presi dent of the --
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MR. STAMOULI S: " m sorry. You
are out of tinme.

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you.

MR. STAMOULI S: Thank you for
your testinmony.

THE CHAIR: Thank you. WII the
Clerk please call the next person who
wi shes to testify.

THE CLERK: Kenneth A Caruso.
Pl ease provide your full name and
affiliation for the record.

MR. CARUSO: Menbers of the
Comm ttee, thank you for hearing nme.
My name is Kenneth Caruso. And I'm
the attorney for Trump Ferry Point LLC
in the litigation and in this dispute
general ly.

| would like to begin at the
begi nni ng. Representative of the
conptroller's office -- and |I'm sorry
| have to paraphrase because |
couldn't write it all down. This
process i s rushed, done without ful

transparency and term nated w thout a
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2 plan in place. How true. How very

3 true.

4 | do think you should put this

5 off. This is rushed to judgment. The

6 Mayor rushed to judgment back in

7 January. You should not conpound that

8 m st ake by rushing to judgment now.

9 You' ve heard from all these wonderf ul

10 peopl e who work very hard. | don't

11 know anyt hi ng about golf, and |I've

12 never been on a golf course until |

13 went out to the Ferry Point Golf

14 Course to see it in connection with

15 this case.

16 What i mpressed ne the nost, all

17 these folks, it is a |abor of |ove for

18 them  You can see how nuch they | ove

19 what they do. And you can't replace

20 that just by putting in a new

21 operating conpany.

22 The Mayor is a l|aying duck.

23 That is not an insult. That is a

24 phrase that's used throughout common

25 parlance in this country. You are
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2 bei ng asked to make a decision that

3 will run for 13 years, three mayor al

4 terms. |If you make a m stake, three

5 mayoral terms are going to be bound by

6 that m stake. Slow it down. Slow it

7 down.

8 You've heard fromthe people in

9 the room But | have to be sure that

10 you heard from someone very inportant

11 who is not in the room Jack

12 Ni ckl aus. You've heard that this is a

13 Jack Ni ckl aus signature course. You

14 may or may not know that Jack Nickl aus

15 conpany has veto power over any

16 assi gnment of the contract that ny

17 client currently holds. W have a

18 | etter from Jack Ni ckl aus, which I

19 believe was e-mailed to the Commttee

20 but perhaps not. And |I would like to

21 make that part of the record. Shall

22 do that now?

23 MR. STAMOULI S: "1l make

24 sure --

25 MR. CARUSO: Yes, that's fine.
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2 And personally, | would like to read

3 it into the record, if |I can have Jack

4 Ni ckl aus' three m nutes. But |']

5 | eave that to the end.

6 The point is that the City's

7 conduct with respect to the Jack

8 Ni ckl aus design conpany can only be

9 descri bed as irresponsible. The

10 conmpany has a veto power over the

11 contract that you are being asked to

12 approve. Talk about the cart before

13 t he horse, an active phrase someone

14 el se used.

15 You can approve this contract

16 and then Jack Nicklaus tomorrow or

17 next week or next month can say no.

18 And you are back where you started.

19 Slow it down. This is a rush to

20 j udgment . Do due diligence the right

21 way. Talk to your contracting partner

22 first before you take the contract

23 away frommy client.

24 January 6th. Let's face it, |

25 don't like to use phrasing |ike
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2 political vendetta. Let's talk about

3 fact. Fact of the matter is, and |

4 hope you'll indulge me with a little

5 nore time, considering the inportance

6 of the matter. The Mayor wanted to

7 retaliate against President Trunp for

8 January 6th. Okay, so he wanted to

9 retaliate and he came up with this

10 reason, that the Trump Ferry Point is

11 no | onger able to function properly.

12 But | ook at the record, please --

13 THE CLERK: Thank you. You have

14 now reached - -

15 MR. CARUSO: May | have a little

16 extra time, Madam Chairman?

17 THE CHAIR: Sorry. All people

18 are limted -- all testimony is

19 limted to three mnutes. We did

20 receive your written testinony,

21 t hough, and have reviewed it. And we

22 will review the letter that you gave

23 to the Clerk today from Jack Nickl aus.

24 MR. CARUSO:. Okay. Very well.

25 Only if you note the hypocrisy in the
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1

2 City saying in 2016, we are not

3 interested in tournanments in the 2021,

4 saying, well, we can't bring in

5 tournaments so we are going to

6 term nate your contract. One of the

7 nmost hypocritical litigation positions

8 |*ve ever had the privilege to --

9 THE CLERK: Thank you.

10 THE CHAIR: WI Il the Clerk

11 pl ease call the next person who w shes

12 to testify.

13 THE CLERK: Thank you. We have

14 now heard all testinony in this

15 cal endar item

16 THE CHAIR: If no one else

17 wi shes to speak, that concl udes

18 t oday's hearing. W ask that the

19 reporter make the entire public

20 hearing agenda, which was made

21 publicly avail able and distributed at

22 this hearing, part of the final record

23 of the proceeding.

24 The hearing is now cl osed.

25 Thank you.
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF NEW YORK)
: SS
COUNTY OF SUFFOLK)

|, Elbia Baires, a Notary Public within
and for the State of New York, do hereby certify:

| reported the proceedings in the
within-entitled matter, and that the within
transcript is a true record of such proceedings to
the best of my ability.

| further certify that | am not related
to any of the parties to this action by bl ood or
marriage; and that | amin no way interested in
the outcome of this matter.

I N W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set
my hand this 20th day of October, 2021.

=

Elbia Baires
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