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CHAI R CHI U: Good afternoon, the

Speci al Public Hearing will now cone
to order.

WIl the Clerk please call the
roll.

THE CLERK: Mayor ?

CHAI R CHI U: Her e.

THE CLERK: Office of the Mayor?

MS. BERO: Her e.
THE CLERK: Conptroller?
MR. KATSORHI S: Here.

THE CLERK: Corporation Counsel ?

MS. BARTH: Her e.

THE CLERK: Office of Management

and Budget ?

MS. QUI NTI AN: Her e.

THE CLERK: Presi dent, Borough
of the Bronx?

MS. SABI C: Her e.

THE CLERK: Presi dent, Borough
of Brooklyn?

MR. LOWELL: Her e.

THE CLERK: Presi dent, Borough

of Manhattan?
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MS. MENDEZ: Her e.

THE CLERK: President, Borough
of Queens?

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Let the record
reflect that the president, Borough of
Queens, is not present.

Presi dent, Borough of Staten
I sl and?

(No response.)

Let the record reflect that the
presi dent, Borough of Staten Island,
IS not present.

Representative of the Depart nment
of Transportation?

MS. FURM N: Her e.

THE CLERK: Represent ati ve of
t he Department of Parks and
Recreation?

MR. CERRON: Her e.

CHAIR CHI U: Welcome to the
Speci al Public Hearing of the
Franchi se and Concessi on Revi ew

Commttee. The hearing is being
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conducted today has been publicly
advertised in accordance with the New
York City Charter and Concession Rul es
of the City of New York.

We want to be sure that anyone
desiring to be heard has an
opportunity to do so. All persons
wi shing to speak, nust fill out a
request slip, which may be obtai ned
fromthe clerk. Each speaker will be
all otted approximtely three m nutes.
When you testify, please state your
name and affiliation, if any.

You may al so submt written
testinony to the clerk, which will be
made part of the record. Any written
subm ssions must be given to the clerk
bef ore the close of the public
heari ng.

If you are unable to join these
proceedi ngs in person, please join via
the followi ng Mcrosoft Team
dial-information, 1-646-893-7101.
Phone conference | D 978066467.
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Again, that dial-in information
Is 1-646-893-7101, phone conference ID
978066467.

THE CLERK: At the request of
t he hosting agency and in consultation
with the FCRC chair, the cal endared
items will be heard in the follow ng
order, calendar item nunmber 1 first,
foll owed by cal endar itenms nunber 4,
3, and 2.

CHAIR CHIU: W1l the clerk
pl ease call the first calendar item

THE CLERK: New York City
Depart ment of Transportation Cal endar
tem Nunmber 1, In the matter of the
intent to award a concessi on agreenent
t o Panda Bubble CP LLC, for the
operati on, managenent, and
mai nt enance of outdoor food and
beverage concessions at the kiosks at
the South Plaza adjacent to the
Muni ci pal Building at 1 Centre Street
in the borough of Manhattan, for a

five-year term with three five-year
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2 renewal options.

3 CHAIR CHIU: We will hear

4 testimony fromthe public, but first
5 l'd like to ask the nmembers of the

6 Commttee if they have any statenments.
7 On behal f of Manhattan Borough
8 Presi dent.

9 MS. MENDEZ: Thank you.

10 On behal f of the Manhattan

11 Bor ough President, these kiosks are
12 | ocated right outside the Munici pal
13 Buil ding. On the menu that was

14 attached, we saw that there was beer
15 and al coholic beverages, that we

16 didn't know if that is still going to
17 be the case, that's going to be

18 part of the nmenus.

19 For those of us who work in the
20 bui |l di ng, we have been very fond of
21 the frankfurter stand, so -- and the
22 vendors who are there, so we're

23 concerned about the conpetition to

24 them that hot dogs is on this menu.
25 But nostly, also about the
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2 al cohol and the open container | aw,

3 how is that going to be nonitored?

4 And there are some schools in the

5 area, high schools, and checking |Ds
6 for individuals who are purchasing, we
7 hope that gets addressed.

8 Thank you.

9 THE CLERK: 1Is the DOT able to
10 respond to the Manhattan Borough

11 President's coments?

12 MS. FURM N: | note the comment,
13 and | acknow edge the comments.

14 CHAIR CHI U:. Are there any other
15 menmbers of the commttee who woul d

16 li ke to make a statement?

17 (No response.)

18 WIl the clerk please call the
19 next person who wi shes to testify.

20 THE CLERK: We have now heard
21 all testinmony on this calendar item
22 CHAIR CHIU:. WIIl the clerk

23 pl ease call the next calendar item

24 THE CLERK: New York City

25 Depart ment of Parks and Recreation,
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Cal endar Item Number 4, in the matter
of the intent to award a concessi on
agreement to Woll man Park Partners LLC
for the operation and mai ntenance of
the Wol Il man Ri nk, Central Park
Manhattan, for a five-year termwith
one six-month renewal option.

CHAIR CHI U:  We will take
testimony fromthe public, but first
I'"d li ke to ask the menmbers of the
Commttee if they have any statenments.

MS. MENDEZ: Thank you. The
Manhattan Borough President submtted
a witten statement that's in the
record. ' mgoing to read a condensed
version for purposes of time.

|, Gale Brewer, Borough
Presi dent of Manhattan, would like to
express my concern regarding the
deci si on of the Department of Parks
and Recreation in selecting the
Wol | man Park Partners LLC as the
successful bidder of the operations

and renovations of Wl Ilmn Rink in
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Central Park for a five-year term

t hat

| want the record to refl ect

| requested that today's hearing

be postponed to August 9th, the next

schedul ed FCRC hearing. But Parks was

unwi

Iling to do so because of its

concern the timeline for a Novenmber

openi ng woul d be jeopardized.

However, a tinmeline should never take

precedence over the need for clarity

and

and

transparency. Timelines should

need to be revised when that

occurs.

It is my belief that the

timeline is unrealistic, and | want

t he

record to reflect that the

timeline has been as foll ows:

for

February 5th was the issue date

t he RFP, Request For Proposals.

March 19th, a nonth |ater, was the due

date. The week of April 5th, there

were rempte interviews, if Parks

deci

ent i

ded to do that. And June 9th, the

ty that was awarded the RFP was
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1
2 formed. Today, in July, we're having
3 t his FCRC heari ng.
4 Furthernore, Central Park is a
5 desi gnated scenic | andmarKk. Matters
6 pertaining to scenic sites in Central
7 Park must come for review with the New
8 York City Landmarks Preservation
9 Comm ssion and the Public Design
10 Comm ssion. | would Iike to know how
11 LPC and PDC' s approval process will be
12 i mpacted by this timeline.
13 | want to state that Wl I man
14 Ri nk should be run by the Central Park
15 Conservancy. For decades, the Central
16 Par k Conservancy has been the steward
17 for Central Park, taking care of full
18 mai nt enance and operation needs, and
19 has the experience and history to be
20 the best operator of WolIl man Ri nk.
21 It is puzzling and inconsi stent
22 t hat Parks awarded a sol e-source
23 contract to the Central Park
24 Conservancy to operate Lasker Rink,
25 but was unwilling to do the sanme for
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Wol | man Rink. The Daily News

Edi tori al Board even agrees that this
Is a tale of two rinks. See these
attached Daily News editorials.

Parks needs to commt to
entering into a sole source agreenment
with the Central Park Conservancy for
t he operations and the mai ntenance of
the Wol Il man Rink after the conpletion
of this proposed five-year term by the
LLC.

Il will list my issues in the
formof this oral statement, but ny
concerns are detailed in my witten
statement that was submtted to the
FCRC. The issues are no prior
experience by the LLC, food prices,
skating fees, private events, no
limts on buyouts, and the
Envi ronmental Protection Agency has
banned freon, and brandi ng
limtations.

In summary, the issues are for

t he di screpancies between the RFP
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1
2 whi ch was conveyed to the borough
3 president in the nmeeting, and the
4 borough president is requesting that
5 t hese di screpancies be addressed.
6 Thank you very nuch.
7 CHAI R CHI U: Thank you,
8 Manhat t an.
9 Conptroller.
10 MR. KATSORHI S: Thank you.
11 I will share concerns on behalf
12 of New York City, the office of Scott
13 Stringer, regarding Department of
14 Par ks and Recreation selection of
15 Wbl | man Park Partners LLC as the
16 successful bidder for the operation
17 and renovations of Wil |l mn Rink in
18 Central Park for a five-year term
19 While the City | ooks forward to
20 Its new concessionaire at Wl I man
21 Ri nk, the proposed agreenent has | eft
22 out a great deal of itens offered by
23 WPP t hat woul d benefit the City and
24 patrons of the rink.
25 There are three main areas of
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1
2 concern: One, the rates offered to
3 the patrons; two, the inclusion of
4 public programs and opportunities for
5 nmore equitable enjoyment of the venue;
6 and three, the capital inprovenments at
7 this location over the course of this
8 agreement . I"d like to share the
9 Conptroller's concerns in each of
10 t hese areas.
11 The rates. The agreenment
12 i ncludes initial hours of operation
13 and rate schedule for adm ssion and
14 rental fees; however, the agreenent
15 does not allow for the City or the
16 public to understand the total cost of
17 a visit to this |location, such as cost
18 of food and beverages. A sanple nmenu
19 was included in this proposal but was
20 not included in this agreenment. | f
21 prices are not included in this
22 agreement, the City cannot hold the
23 contractor accountable over the
24 five-year contract, making it
25 I mperative that fair and reasonabl e
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1
2 prices are | ocked before the contract
3 Is finalized.
4 The rates to be charged for
5 public access to Woll man Ri nk appear
6 to be at | east double the rates of the
7 | ast agreement with the prior
8 concessionaire. This may make
9 visiting the rink cost-prohibitive for
10 many | ocal famlies, which would be an
11 unaccept abl e outcome.
12 This contract does not include
13 the potential for a percentage of
14 gross revenue, which would allow the
15 City to benefit from any unexpected
16 I ncrease in revenue for the facility.
17 Hi storically, that has been the case
18 with this particular rink, and we see
19 no reason why this structure, which
20 has benefited the City financially in
21 t he past, should not continue in this
22 new agreenment.
23 Two, public prograns,
24 accessibility, and inclusion. In its
25 best and final offer, WPP offered to
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1
2 enhance inclusion and accessibility by
3 ensuring that 94 percent of the events
4 are publicly avail able and only six
5 percent of the events be designated as
6 private and occurring on | ess popul ar
7 days of the week. They also included
8 deriving 70 percent of the revenue
9 t hrough 25 percent of events, ensuring
10 that 75 percent of events can focus on
11 programm ng that caters to diverse
12 organi zers and audi ences t hat
13 ot herwi se m ght not have access to
14 such a venue when revenue is the
15 driving factor.
16 If the remedies here with
17 pricing offered individuals and
18 famlies affiliated with its
19 non-profit partners, that would
20 I nclude free and discounted tickets
21 for skating periods, and | essons
22 during wi nter months, and ticketed
23 concerts and sporting events and
24 comedy shows during the sunmmer nonths,
25 and donating dedicated time, ice time

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100



Special Hearing NYC - Mayor s O fice of Contract Services (MOCS)
July 21, 2021

17
1
2 on weekend nornings for non-profit
3 partners for programm ng, practice,
4 and | essons. We urge Parks to include
5 these details in the contract to
6 ensure equitable enjoyment of
7 this venue.
8 Al so, in a prior concession
9 agreement, these provisions for the
10 use of the facilities by youth and
11 community groups with guaranteed
12 access and reduced rates. However, it
13 does not appear that such provisions
14 are included in this agreenment, which
15 I's short-sighted.
16 Wth regard to capital
17 I mprovenments, there are also concerns
18 regardi ng the capital inmprovenents
19 listed in this agreement. The
20 | anguage included in Exhibit B of the
21 agreement covering capital
22 I mprovenents is much | ess transparent
23 than the previous agreement. |In order
24 to ensure the City receives the
25 benefits of the capital inprovenments
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1
2 that it deserves, it's inportant to
3 item ze those inmprovenments and all the
4 estimated costs. WPP also offered, in
5 Its best and final offer, an approach
6 to, quote, elevate the guest
7 experience, end quote, including, one,
8 I ntroducing a new ticketing system for
9 guests to order tickets, skate
10 rentals, and food and beverages before
11 even entering the site.
12 And two, installing contactless
13 devi ces throughout the venue to
14 pronote the highest standards of
15 saf ety and well ness. W agree that
16 t hese offered enhancenments woul d
17 benefit the City and many patrons
18 woul d be expected to frequent this
19 venue again. |'d urge Parks to review
20 the details of the proposed offering
21 by WPP, and include themin the final
22 agreement .
23 G ven the fact that the RFP did
24 not indicate a m nimum or sufficient
25 amount for capital i1inprovements for
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t he concession, it is unclear how

Parks ultimtely determ ned that $7.25

mllion was sufficient, especially
when WPP al so included approxi mately
$14 mllion in capital inmprovenments in
iIts original proposal. WPP stated in

Its proposal regarding ice operation

t hat ,

wi ||

quote, focus on sustainability

also be a focus to our ice

operations, including an enphasis on

chem

cal managenment, which would shift

to environmentally-friendly

refrigerant, end quote. Surprisingly,
this was not found in the draft
agreement. G ven the inportance of

ensuring ongoing ice operation at the

rink,

we ask Parks to consi der

i ncludi ng | anguage that addresses an

adequat e sust ai nabl e supplier of

refri

subm

ger ant .
The Comptroller's office will be

tting a list of questions to

better understand the items that |

have

rai sed today.
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1
2 And, in closing, we urge Parks
3 to work with our office and other FCRC
4 menmbers to ensure the final agreenment
5 Is in the best interest of the City
6 and its residents.
7 Thank you.
8 CHAIR CHI U. Thank you,
9 Conptroller.
10 Are there any other menbers of
11 the commttee who wish to make a
12 st at ement ?
13 (No response.)
14 WIl the clerk please --
15 THE CLERK: Departnment of Parks
16 and Recreati on.
17 MR. CERRON: Thank you, everyone.
18 I would just Iike to generally say, of
19 course, we always seek to work with
20 the Comptroller's office and the
21 borough president's office, and this
22 situation will be absolutely no
23 different. We |look forward to the
24 questions fromthe comptroller's
25 representative, and we will follow up.
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1
2 There are several items, so |I'm not
3 going to go over each one of them
4 Look, this is the City of New
5 York, everybody wants things to be the
6 best. They want them to be better
7 t han they were before, and we're
8 al ways having new goals, new
9 standards. We actually think that is
10 part of Wbl Il man Partners' goal, they
11 want this to be the best that it can
12 possi bly be for everybody in New York
13 City. We have done everything we can
14 do to get the contract ready for this
15 date to move forward and have the ice
16 rink open for November for the public,
17 for all the people of New York, for
18 tourists, for everybody who is able to
19 come and enjoy it. W are |ooking
20 forward to that. But that doesn't
21 mean that work stops today, this is
22 not the end of the process, this is
23 just the beginning. So to the extent
24 there is a need for nore clarity, if
25 there's confusion, you need answers or
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prices for food itenms or events or
anything else, of course we're going
to be willing to answer those things.

You know, | would al so point out
t hat events, prices, those are subject
to Parks' approval. We take that
seriously. We will be |ooking at that
as we get closer to an opening date.

| also just want to mention,
this is a very, very, very good
proposal for the City. There is lots
of non-profit partnership work being
done, comunity-owned busi nesses to
provi de food services. W will also
be partnering with Ice Hockey in
Harlem will be partnering with Figure
Skating, YMCA, with the Boys Cl ub,
with a host of non-profit partners
t hroughout the City to provide young
people with activities, engage them
i ntroduce themto this facility, if
t hey haven't been introduced to it
before. So while there is always nore

work to do, there is always nore goals
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2 and standards that we're all willing
3 to achi eve together.
4 Il think it is also inmportant to,
5 you know, recognize there is a spirit
6 of partnership in this proposal and a
7 desire to make the experience for City
8 residents better and make it nore
9 accessi ble, and make it nore
10 accessi ble for tourists.
11 The WPP is an organization which
12 has a | ot of experience providing
13 programm ng, operating ice rinks, both
14 professionally and for community use.
15 It is not taking any profits. The
16 current profits will go back to the
17 facility, they go back to subsidizing
18 prograns.
19 So we think there are positives
20 here, we think, we think there is a
21 strong civic-m nded operation. W
22 | ook forward to working with our
23 partners to achieve that.
24 CHAIR CHIU: W1l the clerk cal
25 t he next person who wi shes to testify.
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1
2 THE CLERK: Li z Neumar k.
3 Pl ease provide your nane and
4 affiliation for the record.
5 MS. NEUMARK: Good afternoon.
6 Before | start, | just want to thank
7 all of our civic |eaders and servants
8 for everything you have done to help
9 shepherd the City through the | ast
10 year and a half, we're really
11 grateful. Thank you.
12 Good afternoon. M name is Liz
13 Neumar k, and |I'm the founder of Great
14 Performances, one of New York's
15 | eadi ng eateries and hospitality
16 management conpani es.
17 We represent a diverse range of
18 event professionals, partners, and
19 clients and operate cafes and
20 restaurants, concessions, and anenity
21 programs for nonprofit and corporate
22 institutions for Parks, New York City.
23 Thank you for giving ne the
24 opportunity to speak today about the
25 future of Wdllman Ri nk, and what it
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2 woul d mean to conpanies |like mne and
3 all New Yorkers.
4 As one of New York's nost
5 hi storic and popul ar venues, Wl I man
6 Ri nk should be a welcom ng and
7 inviting place for everyone, whether
8 that's through our inclusive events
9 and programm ng, diverse food and
10 beverage options that reflect our
11 city's many cul tures and cui sines, or
12 i ncreasing the rink's accessibility
13 for all ages and backgrounds.
14 When sel ecting a new operator
15 for Woll man, the City should recommend
16 ones that not only understand the
17 I mportance of celebrating cultures and
18 enphasi zi ng equity inclusion, but
19 actively make those core tenets of our
20 plan. And that is what Wl | man Park
21 Partners proposes for the future of
22 the rink.
23 WPP's vision for Wollman is to
24 turn the rink into a vast public
25 space, where people from al
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1
2 backgrounds and boroughs can feel
3 wel come. It has already begun form ng
4 partnerships with comunity and
5 nei ghbor hood organi zati ons, including
6 Great Performances, to achieve and rev
7 up to its commtment of prioritizing
8 di verse vendors and programm ng.
9 Through our potenti al
10 partnership with Wol Il man Park
11 Partners, Great Performances wil
12 provi de opportunities and exposure to
13 busi nesses and entrepreneurs from
14 across New York City doing work
15 t hrough our food and beverage
16 operations and help make Wbl |l man a
17 culturally vibrant and rel evant space
18 for all New Yorkers while supporting
19 our small businesses.
20 | commend the Parks Department's
21 deci sion and fully support its
22 recommendati on for Wl | man Park
23 Partners as its operator.
24 Thank you.
25 THE CLERK: Mel ba W I son.
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1
2 Pl ease provide your full name
3 and affiliation for the record.
4 MS. WLSON: Hi. M nanme is
5 Mel ba W | son. |''mthe proud owner of
6 Mel ba's Restaurant here in Harlem and
7 Mel ba's Catering here in Harlem
8 Li ke a | ot of you, | was born,
9 bred and buttered right here in New
10 York City. MW famly, we often took
11 trips through the Park, and we woul d
12 end up at Woll man Rink. Like some of
13 you, | know a | ot of you went in, but
14 my famly, we had one working parent
15 and three kids, and nmy nom my mom and
16 dad, we couldn't afford to go into
17 Wol I man Rink. So what we did was, we
18 woul d | ean on the rail and we woul d
19 wat ch the kids, the other kids skate.
20 What interests me about WOl | man
21 Park Partners is the fact that this is
22 an inclusive group. This is a
23 diverse -- this is a group that does
24 not leave little kids that | ook Iike
25 me on the outside of the rink, |ooking
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2 in. This is a group that lends itself
3 to people like nme, small business
4 owners, who started out as a cashier
5 and |I''m now the president of the New
6 York City Hospitality Alliance. | t
7 gi ves operators exposure and gives us
8 opportunity.
9 Liz and | together, were able to
10 create a cause that is extrenely
11 effective. You have to know, |I'm born
12 and raised in this community, there is
13 no way | would ever out-price ny
14 community. The food at Mel ba's has
15 been the same price pretty nmuch over
16 the |l ast 18 years, and that was one of
17 the reasons that | am strongly
18 supporting this project because | am a
19 partner. We |ook to bring small
20 busi nesses fromthe five boroughs into
21 this organization. When you | ook at
22 opportunities, | wonder where ny
23 busi ness woul d have been if | had a
24 partner like WPP to take me on in such
25 an early stage of my business.
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| stand here before you asking

to hunmbly, as | do, support WPP and

our

efforts to, not to talk about New

York City being a melting pot, but to

be a part of the nmelting pot of this

City.

Thank you so nuch.

THE CLERK: M chael Belton.

Pl ease provide your full name
and affiliation for the record.

MR. BELTON: Good afternoon.
M chael Belton, |I'm Mel ba's Restaurant
CFO. | have been working with Mel ba
for about seven years now. "' m gonna

do a little bit of the boring part of

this, and talk about the nunmbers and

t he

peopl e we enpl oy at Mel ba's.

Ri ght now 70 percent of our

peopl e, which is unique in a

restaurateur establishment, 70 percent

of our enployees have returned back to

wor k and have been working for over

Si X

mont hs. Most of them -- enpl oyees

choose to stay out, obviously, because
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1

2 of unenpl oynment benefits, but nmost of

3 t hem have returned. The average
4 empl oyee of Mel ba's, exclusive of the

5 executives that work there, the

6 average salaries are $47,358 for the

7 year. That is well above m ni mum

8 wage.

9 Mel ba believes in taking care of
10 the community, that's the reason why
11 she joined this project. You know,

12 margins in restaurants are

13 hi storically | ow, between four and

14 fourteen.

15 | wouldn't say we religiously
16 have conversations about increasing
17 pricing, but Melba refuses to

18 entertain it because she doesn't want
19 to price out the people of her

20 community. So that chicken has been
21 the same price for at |east three

22 years. It will probably be for the
23 next three years. So we find new ways
24 to, kind of, reduce sone costs.

25 So, you know, when it cones to
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1
2 you know, pricing, | heard a | ot about
3 pricing today, it's hard to navigate
4 post - COVI D because prices of
5 commodities are enough to sink you,
6 you know, two, three months ago,
7 | umber was one hundred percent or two
8 hundred percent up, now it seenms to
9 have scal ed back. We just don't know,
10 so it's hard for us to gauge it, but
11 we fight every day to keep those
12 prices as |low as we can, so rest
13 assured, we will do the same for
14 Wol | man Ri nk.
15 Thank you.
16 And those sal aries do not
17 i nclude tipped enpl oyees.
18 THE CLERK: Regi nal d Warren.
19 Pl ease provide your full name
20 and affiliation for the record.
21 MR. WARREN: Good afternoon,
22 Everyone. Reginald Warren, | amthe
23 caterer events director at Melba's
24 Rest aur ant .
25 A | ot of what sentinments | share
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1
2 have already been expressed, so | wil
3 keep this brief.
4 | can speak to, obviously, as
5 |l ong as | have been there and serving
6 the community, we offer fair prices.
7 Our clients are majority churches and
8 school s and busi nesses in the
9 community, so maintaining prices and
10 conpetitive rates is sonmething that I
11 must do to keep my job.
12 The vendors that we work with
13 are menbers of the community, small
14 busi nesses of the comunity,
15 woman- owned busi nesses from our
16 restaurants to our bakery partners to
17 the | abor that they use, to even
18 vendors that we use have becone
19 partners with us, so | have no doubt
20 that's all of these business
21 operations and the sentiment of
22 serving their community and keeping
23 with serving the comunity will
24 continue with WI I man ParKk. ["min
25 full support of WPP for this project.
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1
2 THE CLERK: Sharon Cohen.
3 Pl ease provide your full name
4 and affiliation for the record.
5 MR. STAMOULI S: We're at
6 capacity. There are folks waiting to
7 testify outside. | would ask anyone
8 who has already testified or anyone
9 who has al ready been heard to cycle
10 outside, so they are able to testify.
11 Thank you very nuch.
12 MS. COHEN: Hi, everyone, |I'm
13 Sharon Cohen, |I'm the founder and CEO
14 of Figure Skating in Harlem Bef ore
15 Mel ba | eaves, | have to take ny hat
16 off to Mel ba because you have been so
17 good to our community and our
18 organi zation, and we greatly
19 appreciate it. | also want to thank
20 you for your service tonight.
21 Figure Skating in Harlemis the
22 first and only organization in the
23 City and the world for girls of color
24 t hat combi nes power education with
25 access to the sport and art of figure
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1

2 skati ng.

3 As |'m here -- right up the

4 bl ock here in East Harlem -- 30 years

5 ago to meet some girls trying to

6 figure skate in a basenent. We

7 started wal king from here to Central

8 Par k.

9 Twenty five-years ago figure

10 skating in Harlem was founded -- sorry
11 about that -- | came fromthe world of
12 conpetitive skating and | worked with
13 girls in Harlem to now serving

14 hundreds of girls annually on the ice
15 and in classroonms. Our staff is run
16 by nore than seventy-five coaches,

17 teachers, tutors, and outside

18 volunteers. And our girls have gone
19 on to graduate from coll ege, the | ast
20 five years, a hundred percent of our

21 students have gone on to graduate from
22 hi gh school and went to coll ege.

23 The bi ggest problem we face with
24 our goal in building young femal e

25 | eaders of color is lack of ice tinme
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1
2 because you can't gain the benefits of
3 | earning how to ice skate if you don't
4 have i ce.
5 Wth this issue, | would say to
6 you is the new operators of WOl I man
7 Ri nk, Woll man Park Partners -- |'m not
8 sure about this moc, but I'lIl keep
9 trying -- that Figure Skating of
10 Harl em s partnering with Wl I man ParKk
11 Partners, as well as additional ice
12 skating non-profits, will give us the
13 access to this precious ice tinme that
14 we need in the wi nter season, so we
15 can expand and reach more girls of
16 col or.
17 We want to expand our | eadership
18 program and our academ c program and
19 provide them the means to achieve
20 their goals and expand. We will also
21 have enmpl oyment opportunities within
22 our organization. Wth WI |l man Park
23 Partners, planning is essential to
24 help us realize this goal, and I'm
25 proud that Figure Skating in Harlemis
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a community partner.

wi ||

As part of the proposal, WP

remove the barriers that inpede

New Yorkers from all boroughs from

enjoying Woll man Rink by prioritizing

i ncl

usi ve programm ng growing its

community partners, enploying vendors,

smal

| businesses to support the rink's

operation and much nore.

As we emerge from the pandem c,

it's important, now nore than ever,

t hat

put

we nmove forward in projects that

i nclusion and diversity and access

above profits.

Ni nety percent of children's

wi nter sports are Caucasi an.

Thank you. "1l end by saying |

fully support Wbl Il man Park Partners as

t he

new operator and | encourage you

to support it.

full

THE CLERK: Madeline MGrory.
Woul d you pl ease provide your

name and affiliation for the

record.
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MS. McGRORY: Hel | o. My name is

Madel i ne McGrory, Senior Policy

Pl anni ng Anal yst to the Real Estate

Board of New York.

REBNY strongly supports the

intent to award a concessi on agreenent

to Woll man Park Partners LLC for

operation and mai ntenance of Wbl | man

Ri nk.

WOl | man Park Partners, in

partnership with industry

professionals with decades of

experience that show a clear ability

to operate and maintain the rink,

whi |

e also providing sustainable

I mprovenents.

This partnership is an important

integral role in maintenance of public

assets. WPP will provide

opportunities to all New Yorkers by

reinvesting all profits in their youth

and

| ocal community that traditionally

exist in these assets.

The partnership represents an
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1
2 opportunity for the private sector's
3 non-profits and the government to work
4 col | aboratively to give back to New
5 Yor kers.
6 As you've seen in the testinmony
7 here today, WPP will be working with
8 non-profits, including the groups
9 Great Performances, YMCA, Boys Cl ub of
10 New York, Figure Skating in Harlem
11 and I ce Hockey in Harlem and Green
12 City Force to provide opportunities
13 and access to the rink through the
14 free services for anyone to use, as
15 wel | as empl oyment and educati onal
16 programm ng, anong ot her benefits.
17 The WPP proposal is a symbol of
18 the recovery of New York City,
19 signaling that the City is bouncing
20 back from the pandem c while
21 supporting the City's inproving
22 economy. The proposal acconplishes
23 strengt hened sustainability, i1nproved
24 access to a public asset, reinvests in
25 the community with a strong
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1
2 willingness to work with others to
3 support the rebound of New York City,
4 all while providing appropriate
5 expertise to operate and maintain an
6 i ce skating rink.
7 Thank you for the opportunity to
8 provi de conments today.
9 THE CLERK: Megan Brown.
10 Pl ease provide your full name
11 and affiliation for the record.
12 MS. BROWN: Good afternoon,
13 everybody. M nane is Megan Brown.
14 I|"m here to represent Mel ba's
15 Restaurant in Harlem as the general
16 manager . | will try to keep this
17 brief.
18 | just want to say that | am
19 pl eased to support WPP and proud for
20 just the positive opportunities that
21 they're going to provide to so many.
22 Just speaking from an enpl oyment
23 standpoint, this is a great
24 opportunity to enploy those that have
25 been in such a dark space. As we al
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know, this past year and a half and
then some, jobs have been scarce or
non- exi stent, so having the
opportunity to create and bring in so
many j obs inclusive of people young

and ol d, especially or young.

People of all different cultures

in this community, as well as New York

City worldw de, we know t hat

representation is key, it's inportant.

You want to do nmore, achieve nore when

you see someone who | ooks |ike you,
who comes fromthe same background as

you, doing something and bei ng seen

and placed in a position, so |I'm happy

to support and excited that so many
jobs will be provided, and not just
jobs in the restaurant industry, but
I n other areas and avenues as wel .
But al so teaching people key job
skills to put forth in other avenues
and other areas of their life, their
wor kf orce, you name it.

| *'m happy that this is in the
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1
2 wor ks, and |'m hopeful that we'll push
3 forward and continue to help the
4 community get back to a brighter space
5 and put this dark spot behind us.
6 Thank you.
7 THE CLERK: Mel i k Garvi n.
8 Pl ease provide your full name
9 and affiliation for the record.
10 MR. GARVI N: Mal i k Gar vi n.
11 Hel l o everyone, |I'm the program
12 director of |Ice Hockey in Harlem
13 We're a non-profit, locally based, we
14 have been in service for over 30
15 years. We service over 250 boys and
16 girls in the Harlem comunity. W
17 provide themwith ice hockey equi pment
18 and the full ice hockey season for no
19 charge. And our goal is to inprove
20 t he academ c and athletic
21 opportunities throughout their |ives.
22 l'"mthe director, |I'malso an
23 al ummus of the program | went to
24 Sundance School over there, the Boys
25 Club. This community is my conmunity
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1
2 and it is very inportant to nme what
3 Wol | man Park Partners does and what
4 they offer to do, which is help us.
5 We need this. W have no viable
6 solutions. W have nmostly | ow-income
7 fam |l ies who cannot get on a bus or
8 get in cars and can go el sewhere. For
9 many of our participants, playing ice
10 hockey and being a person of color is
11 somet hing that people in the community
12 don't get to do. And the
13 opportunities arise fromthat are the
14 centerpiece of their life.
15 So | appreciate everything
16 everyone is doing to make this happen.
17 In the nmeantime, we're very excited
18 about it, we're optimstic about it
19 and again, 250 boys and girls, we
20 could serve as many as we want, but we
21 would like this ice time right here in
22 t he nei ghborhood and we need it.
23 Thank you.
24 THE COURT: We have now heard
25 all testinmony on this calendar item
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CHAIR CHI U. Thank you.

WIl the clerk please call the
next cal endar item

THE CLERK: Cal endar Number 3 in
the matter of the intent to award a
concession agreement to Central
Amusement | nternational for the
operation and mai ntenance of the
Fri edsam Menorial Carousel with the
option to operate one nmobile gifts and
souvenirs concession and up to three
mobi |l e food concessions in Central
Par k, Manhattan, for a five-year term

CHAIR CHI U:  We will take
testimony fromthe public, but first
l'd like to ask the nmembers of the
commttee if they have any statenments.

(No response.)

WIIl the clerk please call the

next person who wi shes to testify.

THE CLERK: We have now heard
all testinony on the calendar item

CHAIR CHIU: WIIl the clerk

pl ease call the next calendar item
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THE CLERK: New York City

Depart ment of Parks and Recreation,

Cal endar Number 2, in the matter of

t he

intent to enter into an amendnent

of a concession agreenment between the

New York City Departnment of Parks and

Recreation, the Randall's Island Park

Al l'iance, Inc., formerly known as

Randal | 's |Island Sports Foundati on,

| nc,

and Sportime Clubs LLC d/b/a

Sportime, formerly known as |sl and

Tennis L.P., for the expansion,

renovati on, operation, mintenance and

managenment of a year-round tennis

f aci

ity at Randall's Island Park,

Manhatt an.

CHAIR CHIU: We will take

testimony fromthe public, but first

' d

li ke to ask the menmbers of the

commttee if they have any statenments.

next

(No response.)
WIl the clerk please call the
person who wi shes to testify.

THE CLERK: We have now heard
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1
2 all testinmony fromthis calendar item
3 CHAIR CHIU: If no one else
4 wi shes to speak, that concl udes
5 t oday' s hearing.
6 MS. BERO: | would like her to
7 be able to testify. The young girl.
8 CHAI R CHI U: My understanding is
9 that there is one nore person who
10 wi shes to testify on Calendar item
11 number 4.
12 MS. DUNN: So hi, |I'm Chel sea
13 Dunn.
14 | go to Wollman. | have been
15 training there for about three years
16 now. And | just want to say that I
17 really hope that they keep Acadeny.
18 Acadeny is these classes where we have
19 these group classes and the skaters
20 have a nice conmmunity, and we | earn
21 all together in a group class. And it
22 provides a | ot of people the
23 opportunity to make friends and build
24 a community. And it really got me
25 t hrough the pandem c because, you
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know, Wbl |l man is outdoors, they
allowed it. | was so happy.

And | really hope that they
conti nue Acadeny because | want to
keep skating with my friends. | want
to practice with my friends. And |
want to learn with my friends.

And | want nore people to access
t hat because skating is kind of a
really solo sport and private | essons
are super expensive, so it's really
nice that they have group cl asses.

So.

| really hope they continue
Acadeny because | |ove it. | want to
have fun. And | met a | ot of people
that | never thought | would meet in
school

Yeah, | would like a | ot of
communities of color to have access of
that too because it's nice to have
nore people of color in a
predom nantly white space. | want

nore people of color to have access to
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1
2 the things | have access to. It's a
3 very welcom ng comunity and they
4 woul d |i ke other people to see it too.
5 We don't care where you go to, where
6 you live, which school, because |I'm
7 not part of Manhatt an. Il live in
8 Queens and | like drive 30 m nutes
9 just to train there, and, yeah.
10 Thank you.
11 CHAI R CHI U:. Thank you.
12 THE CLERK: One additional point
13 of clarification with Department of
14 Par ks and Recreation.
15 MR. CERRON: Apol ogi es.
16 Just a technical matter about
17 t he WPP contract.
18 | just want to point out an
19 error on page 4 of the agreement. The
20 final Whereas clause that reads
21 “"Wher eas Parks and Licensee, upon
22 approval fromthe Franchise and
23 Concessions Review Commttee, seek to
24 enter into this |license agreement and
25 specify price and obligation with
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1
2 respect to the operation, maintenance
3 of Wollman Rink." We will delete this
4 paragraph. That's all. Thank you.
5 THE CLERK: We have now heard
6 all testinony on this calendar item
7 CHAIR CHIU: |If no one else
8 wi shes to speak, that concl udes
9 t oday' s heari ng.
10 We ask that the reporter make
11 the entire public hearing agenda,
12 whi ch was made publicly avail able and
13 di stributed at the hearing, part of
14 the final record of the proceeding.
15 (TIME NOTED: 3:26 p.m)
16 This hearing is now cl osed.
17 Thank you.
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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