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2 THE CHAI R: Good afternoon, and

3 t hank you for all being here.

4 | f you are unable to join these

5 proceedi ngs in person, please join via

6 the following M crosoft Teams dial-in

7 informati on - -

8 CLERK ALTERNATE: Can you unmute the
9 phone.

10 THE CHAI R: Oh, | did. "1l just

11 hold the phone closer.

12 The phone number is 646-893-7101.

13 The Phone Conference | D Number 828 135
14 306. Again, the phone number is

15 1-646-893-7101, and the Phone Conference
16 | D Number is 828 135 306.

17 | f you are attending remotely,

18 pl ease identify yourself when you're

19 speaking. The Franchi se and Concessi on
20 Revi ew Commi ttee Public Meeting will now
21 come to order.

22 WIll the clerk please call the roll.
23 THE CLERK: Mayor ?

24 THE CHAI R: Her e.

25 THE CLERK: Of fice of the Mayor?
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2 MS. BERO: Her e.

3 THE CLERK: Comptroller?

4 MR. KATSORHI S: Her e.

5 THE CLERK: Cor poration Counsel ?

6 MS. SUTTON: Her e.

7 THE CLERK: Office of Management and
8 Budget ?

9 MS. QUI NTI AN: Her e.

10 THE CLERK: President, Borough of
11 the Bronx?

12 MS. SABI O: M rtha Cam || e Sabio

13 here for Bronx Borough President Ruben
14 Diaz Jr.

15 CLERK: President, Borough of

16 Brooklyn?

17 MS. CANTLO- COCKFI ELD: Tonya Cantl o,
18 representing Brooklyn Borough President
19 Eric Adams.

20 THE CLERK: President, Borough of
21 Manhattan?

22 MS. MENDEZ: Rosi e Mendez on behal f
23 of Manhattan Borough President Gale

24 Brewer .

25 THE CLERK: President, Borough of
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2 Queens?

3 MR. SW SHER: Al l an Swi sher for

4 Queens Borough Presi dent Donovan

5 Ri chards, present.

6 THE CLERK: President, Borough of

7 Staten Island?

8 MR. CARACAPPA: Stephen Caracappa

9 for Staten |sland Borough President

10 James Oddo, here.

11 THE CHAI R: WIll the clerk please

12 call the first calendar item

13 THE CLERK: New York City Department
14 of Parks and Recreation Calendar Item

15 No. 1: In the matter of the intent to
16 seek Franchi se and Concession Review

17 Commi ttee approval pursuant to Section
18 1-14 of the Concession Rules of the City
19 of New York to enter into a negoti ated
20 Concessi on Agreement with Affiniti Ferry
21 Point, LLC, for the operation,

22 management and mai ntenance of an 18- hol e
23 Jack Nicklaus signature golf course,

24 | ighted driving range, clubhouse and

25 ancillary facilities at Ferry Point
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1
2 Park, the Bronx, for a 13-year term.
3 THE CHAI R: | understand that there
4 was a technical issue yesterday and that
5 t he Parks Department did not get a
6 chance to make a statement on this item
7 In ight of the high testimony -- the
8 hi gh volume of testimony yesterday, |
9 would |like to know from the Parks
10 Department if they have any st atement
11 they'd like to make now.
12 MR. CERRON: Yes.
13 Good afternoon, comm ttee members.
14 During yesterday's public hearing, there
15 were a number of points of information
16 provided that deserve clarification.
17 First and foremost, with regard to
18 j obs and employment at the concessi on,
19 Bobby Jones Links is commtted to
20 wor king in good faith to hire most, if
21 not all, of Ferry Point's existing staff
22 member s. They have never planned to | ay
23 off the staff and start from scratch
24 with new empl oyees.
25 Their plan was always to work with
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2 the |l ocal community and institutions

3 i ke the Chamber of Commerce to ensure a
4 di verse and | ocally impactful workforce
5 at the golf course and the with | ocal

6 busi nesses.

7 Second, with regard to the course

8 itself, the Ferry Point Golf Course is

9 owned and was built by the City of New
10 Yor k. Wth all Parks concession

11 agreements for our properties, this

12 gives the City the right and the | egal

13 ability to term nate this license

14 agreement and replace the |licensee who
15 operates this course.

16 As such, the City term nated the

17 Trump Organization's concession

18 agreement to operate the Ferry Point

19 Gol f Course; and that term nation is

20 effective on November 14, 2021.

21 The fact that this matter is in

22 litigation should not i mpact on our

23 ability to move forward with the process
24 to engage a new operator nor this

25 commttee's review of the new concession
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2 agreement with our intended operator,

3 Bobby Jones Links, who is prepared to

4 assume operations to assure continuous

5 care for the property and to serve the

6 public.

7 Third, we are proud to partner with
8 Bobby Jones Links. They are a | arge

9 golf course owner and manager within the
10 United States with 22 years of

11 experience and properties in eight

12 di fferent states.

13 All of their courses include food

14 and beverage operations, and Bobby Jones
15 Li nks manages clubs with sales that

16 range from three to $5,000,000 for those
17 food and beverage operations.

18 Their executives have experience

19 operating a variety of courses,

20 including courses that have hosted

21 professional tournaments.

22 | n addition to that, Bobby Jones has
23 pl ans for making the facility more

24 accessi bl e. Their plan for the course
25 includes making it more affordable for

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100



In Re Franchi se & Concessi on Review Comm ttee Public Meeting NYC
- Mayor s OFfice of Contract Services (MOXCS) (FCRO
Cct ober 13, 2021

1

2 all visitors, with a comm tment to cut

3 rates across the board by ten percent.

4 They have a comm tment to bring a

5 robust | evel of community programs to

6 Ferry Point, including a partnership

7 with U S. Kids Golf to provide youth

8 instructional programs; partnering with
9 groups like the U.S.D.G A. in providing
10 instruction and tournaments for disabl ed
11 gol fers; and establishing Ferry Point as
12 regi onal headquarters for Black Girls

13 Golf, a mnority women's gol f

14 organi zation designed to increase

15 participation within the sport.

16 We | ook forward to this next chapter
17 at the course, and we thank the

18 comm ttee for their review of this

19 agreement .

20 THE CLERK: Thank you.

21 WIll the representative of the

22 Depart ment of Parks who just addressed
23 the commttee please identify yourself
24 for the record.

25 MR. CERRON: My name is David
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Cerron, Assistant Comm ssioner for
Concessions and Internal Audit.

ATTENDEE: Madam Chair, M. Cerron
m sstated the applicable | aw. Woul d you
i ke to hear a correct statement of the
| aw?

THE CHAI R: Sir, 1'"mgoing to
actually ask the members of the
commttee if they have any statements.

ATTENDEE: Okay. He mi sstated the
[ aw. | want that clear.

THE CHAI R: Are there any other
members who wish to make a statement or
ask a question on this matter?

MR. KATSORHI S: Comptroll er wishes
to make a statement.

THE CHAI R: Go ahead.

MR. KATSORHI S: Despite our attempts
to have today's Public Meeting
reschedul ed so that comm ttee members
can reasonably review materials, ask
follow-up questions and conduct their
due diligence on this proposed award,

this admi nistration has opted to move
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forward with today's vote.

This decision not only ignores our
reasonabl e request, but disregards the
over whel mi ng testi mony provi ded agai nst
this award at yesterday's hearing. As a
result, we have no choice but to vote
against this concessi on.

THE CHAI R: | s there any other
member who wi shes to make a statement or
ask a question on this matter?

MS. SABI NO: Yes. The Bronx Borough
President's Office wishes to make a
stat ement .

THE CHAI R: Pl ease go ahead.

MS. SABI O: Based on the concerns
expressed by the community that
testified at the Public Hearing
yesterday, the Bronx Borough President,
Ruben Diaz Jr., has serious reservations
with regard to the decision that stands
before us today, that being the award of
the Ferry Point Golf Course concession
to Affiniti Ferry Point, LLC.

We formally requested, much |ike the
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Comptroller's Office, that this matter
be |aid over to allow for a deeper dive
and review of the documentary
informati on avail abl e about the process
used, the benefits to the City, the
community engagement intentions of the
new vendor and the willingness to
provide job security to current

empl oyees so that we could rest assured
our due diligence was compl ete.

Our request was denied, yet concerns
abound; so we cannot in good conscience
overl ook these essential issues and,
therefore, we have determ ned we nust
vote no to this concessi on.

Most i mportantly, we expect the
operator to work assiduously to retain
and recruit |ocal residents for
empl oyment, providing a mechani sm of
training and creating career paths in
the operation of golf courses. We
recommend they also have ongoing, open
communi cation with community | eaders and

el ected officials during the term of its
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agreement in order to monitor the work
bei ng done in the community and to
continue to strengthen the ties between
the golf course and the community that
surrounds it.

This outreach should include items
t hat would be of particular concern and
benefit to the community, such as
special rates for seniors, essenti al
wor kers, veterans and additional youth
programm ng.

We encourage the City to participate
in Borough-wi de events to promote the
Bronx and to partner with | ocal
organi zations, such as the Bronx Overall
Economi ¢ Devel opment Corp. and the Bronx
Chamber of Commerce to promote
busi nesses and empl oyment opportunities
in the surrounding community, to its
members and visitors.

Al ong with some fellow commttee
members and members of the public, we
have concerns about the process that was

used to determ ne this concessi on.
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Whil e we understand the need to get new
management in place to ensure the
continued integrity of the operation and
the viability of the course, we remain
concerned about the compressed timeline
for awarding this concession and the
i ssues to be faced during the turnover.

Agai n, one of our greatest concerns
remai ns the uncertain future of the
current operator's employees, many of
whom are Bronxites, should this
concession be approved.

Thank you.

THE CHAI R: Thank you.

| s there any other member who wi shes
to make a statement or ask a question on
this matter?

I f not, will a member please make a
motion to move this item

ATTENDEE: Madam Chair --

THE CHAI R: Sir --

ATTENDEE: -- one point of |aw on
which M. Cerron --

THE CHAI R: -- we are actually --
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THE CLERK: This is a Public
Meeting - -

THE CHAI R: | understand - -

THE CLERK: -- it is --

MS. BERO: Can you please put your
mask on.

THE CLERK: This is a Public
Meeting, which is not a forum for
responses.

ATTENDEE: It's not a forum for
stating the | aw?

THE CLERK: Not -- this is a Public

Meeti ng. The hearing --
ATTENDEE: He mi sstated the | aw.
THE CLERK: -- (inaudible) for the
public to be heard.
ATTENDEE: He's not going to get
possession on the (inaudible).
THE CHAI R: Sir, | wunderstand --
ATTENDEE: This is by the court

order.
THE CHAI R: -- there is a |l egal
matter. | believe you should address

that in the court of | aw. Thank you.
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| s there another -- sorry. If -- 1
don't think there are any other members
who wi sh to make a statement or ask a
guestion on this matter. If not, will a
member please make a motion to move this
item.

MS. BERO: Motion to move.

THE CLERK: Apol ogi es - -

MS. BERO: Motion to move.

THE CLERK: -- please identify
yourself for the record.

MS. BERO: Oh, we have to do that
here?

THE CLERK: For the record hol der.

MS. BERO: This is Julie Bero,
moti on to move.

THE CHAI R: W Il another member
pl ease second the moti on.

MS. SUTTON: Keni sha Sutton, |
second the moti on.

THE CHAI R: WIll the clerk please
take the vote.

THE CLERK: Mayor ?

THE CHAI R: Yes. That's true, yes.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re Franchi se & Concessi on Review Comm ttee Public Meeting NYC

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N R R N N N N o e = e e e T T = T N
o A W N P O © 0 N O 0o M W N P, O

Mayor s Office of Contract Services (MOCS) (FCRO)

Cct ober 13, 2021

17

THE CLERK: Office of the Mayor?

MS. BERO: May | explain my vote?

THE CHAI R: Yes.

MS. BERO: We'll be voting yes.

Yesterday, we heard from many fol ks
who really expressed concerns about the
exi sting empl oyees of the golf course
not being able to stay on. As we heard
fromthe Parks Department today, the
concessionaire is commtted to | ocal
hiring and to maintaining as many
empl oyees as possible; and so, with
t hat, we vote yes.

(Whereupon, there were technical
difficulties.)

CLERK ALTERNATE: We're going to
have that repeated. One moment.

There was some feedback. Can you
just repeat your statement.

MS. BERO: | don't have the exact
wor di ng, but --

CLERK ALTERNATE: " m sorry.
Ot herwi se, | can provide a m crophone.

MS. BERO: This is Julie Bero with
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the Mayor's Office. I don't have the
exact words | just said; so I"IIl just
try to summarize, which is that we are
voting yes, with the understanding as to
what the Parks Department just detailed,
that the proposed concessionaire is
comm tted to | ocal hiring and
mai nt ai ni ng as many empl oyees as
possi bl e who are currently empl oyed by
the golf course.

THE CLERK: Comptroller?

MR. KATSORHI S: John Katsorhis, no.

THE CLERK: Cor poration Counsel ?

MS. SUTTON: Keni sha Sutton, yes.

THE CLERK: Of fice of Management and
Budget ?

MS. QUI NTI AN: Yvonne Quintian, yes.

THE CLERK: On behalf of the borough
presidents, President, Borough of the
Bronx?

MS. SABI O: M rtha Cam ||l e Sabio, on
behal f of Bronx Borough President Ruben
Diaz Jr., no.

THE CLERK: Cal endar Item No. 1,

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re Franchi se & Concessi on Review Comm ttee Public Meeting NYC

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N R R N N N N o e = e e e T T = T N
o A W N P O © 0 N O 0o M W N P, O

Mayor s Office of Contract Services (MOCS) (FCRO)

Cct ober 13, 2021

19

resolution is adopted.

We ask that the reporter make the
entire Public Meeting Agenda, which was
made publicly avail able and distributed
at this Meeting, part of the final
record of this proceeding.

That compl etes the Cal endar.

THE CHAI R: Thank you. Meeti ng
adj our ned.

(TI ME NOTED: 2:47 p.m.)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF NEW YORK)
. SS

COUNTY OF NEW YORK)

|, Nicholas Buckley, a Notary Public
within and for the State of New York, do hereby
certify:

| reported the proceedings in the
within-entitled matter, and that the within
transcript is a true record of such proceedings
to the best of my ability.

| further certify that I am not rel ated
to any of these parties to this proceeding by
bl ood or marriage; and that | amin no way
I nterested in the outcome of this matter.

I N W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set
my hand this 26th day of October, 2021.

Miholor Budkloiy

NICHOLAS BUCKLEY v
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