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PROCEEDI NGS

THE CLERK: Hello. This is Gregg
Al'l eyne, the Clerk for the FCRC. Bef or e
we get started with today's proceedings,
|'d like to confirmthat everyone can
hear me clearly.

Can everyone hear ne?

(Al'l attendees responded "yes".)

THE CLERK: Okay. Today's hearing
is being held via WebEx conference cal
and we ask that all attendees announce
t heir names for the record each tinme
t hey speak on the call for ease of
transcription. If you're not speaking,
we ask that you mute your m crophone to
avoi d background noi ses during the call.

Only one person should be speaking
at any given time. | will direct should
there be any conflict.

Chair, we're ready to begin.

MS. CHIU: Good afternoon and thank
you all for being here. MW name is Bess
Chiu, Chair of the FCRC.

The Franchi se and Concessi on Revi ew

Comm ttee Renote Public Hearing will now

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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come to order.

WIl the Clerk please call the roll?

THE CLERK: Mayor

MS. CHI U: Her e.

THE CLERK: Office of the Mayor.

MR. FURNAS: Ben Furnas, here.

THE CLERK: Comptroller

MR. KATSORHI S: John Katsorhis,
her e.

THE CLERK: Corporation Counsel.

MS. CANTOR: Sharon Cantor, here.

THE CLERK: Office of Managenment and
Budget .

MS. QUI NTI AN: Yvonne Quinti an,
here.

THE CLERK: President, Borough of
t he Bronx.

MS. SABI O Martha Sabi o, here.

THE CLERK: Presi dent, Borough of
Br ookl yn.

MS. CANTLO- COCKFI ELD: Tonya Cantl o,
here.

THE CLERK: President, Borough of
Manhat t an.

(No response.)

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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THE CLERK: Presi dent, Borough of
Manhat t an.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Let the record reflect
t hat the President, Borough of Manhattan
i'S not present.

Presi dent, Borough of Queens.

MR. SW SHER: Al l an Swi sher, here.

THE CLERK: President, Borough of
Staten | sl and.

MS. YOUNG. Lashay Young, here.

THE CLERK: Representative fromthe
Depart ment of Parks and Recreati on.

MR. HAN: Al exander Han, here.

MS. CHIU. All right. Welcone to
this Renmote Public Hearing of the
Franchi se and Concession Revi ew
Commttee.

The hearing being conducted today
has been publicly advertised in
accordance with the New York City
Charter and the Concession Rules of the
City of New York.

We want to be sure that anyone

desiring to be heard has an opportunity

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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to do so. All persons wishing to speak
must provide their name, affiliation,

i ndicate which calendar item they wi sh
to testify on and whether they are for
or against said itemto the Clerk at
this tinme.

MR. RAFFAELE: Hel | o. I would |ike
to testify, please.

THE CLERK: Hello. Please state
your name and affiliation for the
record.

MR. RAFFAELE: Sure. Frank
Raffaele, R-A-F-F-A-E-L-E, New York City
citizen -- resident. l"mtestifying on
Cal endar Item nunmber 1, New York City
Par ks LPQ Sail boat, agai nst.

THE CLERK: Today we will not be
taking testinony on Cal endar Item nunber
1 as it is being held over.

MR. RAFFAELE: Understood. WMay |
ask why it's being held over, please?

THE CLERK: It was held over at the
request of the agency. You would have
to request -- take that up with the

agency.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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MR. RAFFAELE: Okay. Thank you very
much. | appreciate it.

THE CLERK: You're wel cone.

Does anyone else wish to testify?

(No response.)

THE CLERK: It appears that no one
else fromthe public wishes to testify
at this hearing.

MS. CHIU:. So if there is anyone
el se that does wish to testify, each
speaker will be allotted approxi mately
three m nutes. When you testify, we ask
t hat you restate your name and
affiliation, if any.

You may al so submt written
testimony to the Clerk, which will be
made part of the record. Any written
subm ssions nust be given to the Clerk
before the close of the Renmote Public
Heari ng.

The email, which | will spell out,
is GR-E-G G dot A-L-L-E-Y-N-E at
M O C-S dot N-Y-C dot gov, and will be
provided to the Commttee after the

heari ng.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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WIl the Clerk please call the first
cal endar itenf

THE CLERK: New York City Depart ment
of Parks and Recreation, Calendar Item
number 1, in the matter of the intent to
award a concession for the renovation,
operation and mai ntenance of an outdoor
cafe and snack bar at Conservatory
Water, Central Park, Manhattan for a
15-year termto LPQ Sail boat Pond, Inc.

Pl ease be advised that at the
request of the agency, this itemw | be
hel d over to a subsequent FCRC Public
Heari ng.

MS. CHIU. The hearing on the first
cal endar itemw |l be continued to a
subsequent FCRC Public Hearing.

WIl the Clerk please call the
second cal endar iten?

THE CLERK: New York City Mayor's
Office of Contract Services, Calendar
ltem number 2, in the matter of a public
heari ng on Agency Annual Concessi on
Pl ans for Fiscal Year 2021, pursuant to

Section 1-10 of the Concessi on Rul es of

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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the City of New York.

At this Public Hearing the Franchise
and Concessi on Review Commttee wil
solicit coments about the provisions of
t he Concession Rules fromthe vendor
community, civic groups and the public
at large. The FCRC shall consider the
i ssues raised at the Public Hearing in
accordance with the procedures set forth
in the Charter under the City
Adm ni strative Procedure Act.

MS. CHIU We will take testinony
fromthe public, but first I1'd like to
ask the menmbers of the Commttee if they
have any statements?

(No response.)

MS. CHI U. Hearing nothing, will the
Clerk please call the next person who
wi shes to testify?

THE CLERK: We have now heard al

testimony on the calendar item

MS. RAFFAELE: Hello -- sorry about
that -- I'mstill here -- Frank
Raffaele. You mnd if | say sonmething

very quickly while I"mon the line; is

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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t hat okay or is it too |ate?

THE CLERK: Okay. So M. Raffaele,
pl ease state your full -- your name and
affiliation for the record.

MR. RAFFAELE: Sure. Thanks so
much. My name is Frank Raffaele,
R-A-F-F-A-E-L-E, New York City member of
the public and a resident of New YorKk
City.

So thank you very much -- yes, first
off, thank you to the FCRC for
presenting the calendar item and for the
work in the concessions for the City of
New Yor k. | appreciate that and |
appreciate the support. These are
matters that are very inportant to the
City of New York.

| have been a former concessionaire
for New York City, in particular --
mai nly for New York City Parks. | also
used to work in New York City Parks in
the 1990s under Comm ssioner Henry
Stern. So I'mfamliar with
public/private partnerships.

One thing | would |like to address,

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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pl ease, very quickly is | believe there

has been a |lack of clarity to the public
and to concessionaires about the Vendor

Responsi bility Determ nation.

That is something, as you know, that
is an inportant Section of the New York
City Charter, of the Concession Rules,
in particular Section 1-07, where it
di ctates and mandates that, | quote, "A
responsi bl e concessionaire is one which
has the capability in all respects to
performfully with the concession
requi rements. Factors affecting a
prospective concessionaire's
responsibility may include financi al
resources”.

One thing I will say about that is
t hat those rules are pretty broad, and
in my experience, in particularly with
New York City Parks, | have found that
New York City Parks and Recreation --

' mnot sure if it translates to other
agencies -- seemto have a wi de range of
| atitude in making their responsibility

determ nations that is not always in the

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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best interest in the City of New York.

That -- | believe, that if the
agenci es received nore clear guidance as
to what exactly mandates a responsible
vendor, it would be easier for the
agency to make such a determ nation and
woul d al so be easier for someone who is
transacti ng business with the City of
New Yor k.

As you know, these concessions are
very important for the City of New York,
for the public, for the agencies -- for
New York City government in general --
but they're also important for the
concessionaires and for the people doing
busi ness with the City of New York.

The lack of clarity and gui dance as
to what actually makes a responsible
determ nati on has put members of -- have
put menbers in that group at a
di sadvant age, which appears that the
agencies are able to make determ nations
which at times seem arbitrary with too
much | atitude given to the agencies.

So | believe if there was nore cl ear

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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gui dance given to the agencies, either
t hrough a | egislative change through the
City Council or potentially a refinement
of the guidance by -- directly through
MOCS -- Mayor's Office of Contract
Services -- or FCRC, | believe that
woul d be in the best interest of the
people of the City of New York, the
government of the City of New York, the
agencies of the City of New York, and
al so the concessionaires of the City of
New Yor k.

Thank you very nuch for allow ng me
the time to make that point today.

THE CLERK: We have now heard al
testimony for this calendar item

MS. CHIU. Thank you. |If no one
el se wi shes to speak, that concl udes
t oday' s heari ng.

We ask that the reporter make the
entire Renote Public Hearing agenda,
whi ch was made publicly avail able at the
FCRC website, part of the final record
of the proceedings.

The hearing is now cl osed. Thank

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PR PR PP PP P
g A W N P O © 0 N O O M W N P, O

Franchi se & Concessi on Review Conm ttee Public Hearing

June 8, 2020

14

you.

(Ti me not ed:

2:46 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

I, JULIA M SPEROCS, a Notary Public
for and within the State of New York, do
hereby certify:

That the wi tness whose testinmny as
herein set forth, was duly sworn by me;
and that the within transcript is a true
record of the testinmony given by said
Wi t ness.

| further certify that | am not
related to any of the parties to this
action by blood or marri age, and that |
amin no way interested in the outcome
of this matter.

I N WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto
set my hand this 8th day of June, 2020.

?QML@WV‘S%MQQ
J Julia M. Speros
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