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THE CLERK: Good afternoon.

Public hearing will now come to order.
WIIl the Clerk please call the rol
cal |l ?

THE CLERK: Mayor ?

MR. HATCH: Her e.

THE CLERK: Of fice of the Mayor?

MR. FURNAS: Her e.

THE CLERK: Comptroller?

MS. CONOVI TZ: Her e.

THE CLERK: Cor poration Counsel ?

MS. CANTOR: Her e.

THE CLERK: Of fice of Management
and Budget?

MS. QUI NTI AN: Her e.

THE CLERK: Presi dent, Borough of
the Bronx?

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Let the record reflect
t hat President, Borough of the Bronkx,
I's not present.

President, Borough of Brooklyn?

MS. CANTO- COCKFI ELD: Her e.

THE CLERK: Presi dent, Borough of
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Manhattan?

MR. CARAS: Her e.

THE CLERK: Presi dent, Borough of
Queens?

MR. SW SHER: Her e.

THE CLERK: Presi dent, Borough of
Staten Island?

MS. YOUNG: Her e.

MR. HATCH: Wel come to this public
hearing of the Franchise and
Concessi on Review Committee. The
heari ng being conducted today has been
publicly advertised in accordance with
t he New York City Charter and
Concession Rules of City of New York.

We want to be sure that anyone
desiring to be heard has an
opportunity to do so. All persons
wi shing to speak must fill out a
request slip, which may be obtained
fromthe Clerk. Each speaker will be
allotted approximately three mi nutes.
When you testify, please state your

name and affiliation, if any. You may
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also submt written testimony to the
Clerk which will be made a part of the
record. Any written submi ssions must
be given to the Clerk before the close
of the public hearing.

W1l the Clerk please call the
first calendar item?

THE CLERK: New York City
Department of Citywi de Admi nistrative
Services, Calendar Item Number 1: I n
the matter of the intent to award as a
sol e source concession the operation
of dry boat storage, docking of no
more than 8 jet skis, and business
accessory parking, in the Borough of
Brooklyn to Emmons Avenue Mari na, LLC,
for a retroactive three-year term
commenci ng on April 15th, 2015.

Pl ease be advised that at the request
of the agency, this itemwill be held
over to the June 10, 2019 FCRC Public
Hearing, which will take place at 2
Laf ayette Street, 14th Floor,

Manhattan at 2:30 p.m Any changes to
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this schedule, which will result in a
Speci al Public Hearing being schedul ed
prior to June 10, 2019 FCRC Public
Hearing, will be noticed in the City
Record and as required by Section 104
of the Open Meetings Law.

THE CHAI R: The hearing on the
first calendar item will be continued
to the June 10th FCRC Public Hearing.

WIll the Clerk please call the
second cal endar item

THE CLERK: New York City
Depart ment of Transportation, Cal endar
Item Number 2: In the matter of the
I ntent to award as a concession a Sole
Source License Agreement to the
Meat packing District Management
Associ ation, Incorporated, to provide
for the operation, management, and
mai nt enance of pedestrian plazas
| ocated in the Borough of Manhatt an,
for one six-month term, commencing
upon written Notice to Proceed, which

may be renewed for up to three
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additional five-year terms. Pl ease be
advi sed that at the request of the
agency, this itemwill be held over to
the June 10, 2019 FCRC Public Hearing,
which will take place at 2 Lafayette
Street, 14th Floor, Manhattan at 2:30
p. m Any changes to the schedul e
which will result in a Special Public
Hearing being schedul ed prior to the
June 10th, 2019 FCRC Public Hearing,
will be noticed in the City Record and
as required by Section 104 of the Open
Meetings Law.

THE CHAI R: The hearing on the
second calendar itemwi |l be continued
to the June 10th FCRC Public Hearing.

Wil the Clerk please call the
third cal endar item

THE CLERK: New York City
Depart ment of Transportation, Cal endar
[tem Number three: In the matter of
the intent to award as a concession a
Sol e Source License Agreement to the

34t h Street Partnership, Inc., to
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provide for the operation, management,
and mai ntenance of a pedestrian plaza
| ocated at West 33rd Street between
7th Avenue and 8th Avenue, in the
Borough of Manhattan, for a one year
term commencing upon written Notice
to Proceed, which may be renewed for
up to three additional five-year
terms.

THE CHAI R: Do any members of the
Commi ttee have statements on this
I tem?

MS. CONOVI TZ: Yes. | just want
to confirm that DOT has the authority
to require prior budget as it relates
to the operation and mai ntenance of
the license to the plaza.

SPEAKER FOR DOT: That's correct.

MS. CONOVI TZ: And DOT will also
require that the 34th Street
Partnership have a special account for
all revenues from the concession?

SPEAKER FOR DOT: As stated in the

agreement .
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THE CHAI R: Any members of the
public who wish to make a statement?
If not, will the Clerk please call --
if no one wishes to speak, that
concludes the hearing on the third
cal endar item

Wil the Clerk please call the
fourth cal endar item.

THE CLERK: New York City
Depart ment of Transportation, Cal endar
ltem Number Four: In the matter of
the intent to award as a concession of
a Sole Source License Agreement to the
34th Street Partnership, Inc., to
provide for the operation, management,
and mai ntenance of a pedestrian plaza
| ocated on Broadway at 6th Avenue
bet ween West 32nd and West 36th
Streets, in the Borough of Manhatt an,
for a one-year term commenci ng upon
written Notice to Proceed, which may
be renewed for up to three additional
five-year terms.

THE CHAI R: Changes to the
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concession documents have been

di stri buted to the Committee. And so,
DOT will read those changes into the
record.

SPEAKER FOR DOT: The change of
the agreement A (inaudible) --

THE CHAI R: Do any members of the
comm ttee have statements on this
I tem?

MS. CONOVI TZ: Yes.

SPEAKER FOR DOT: ' m going to
repeat that. The change on the
agreement is to Exhibits A, C and D.

MS. CONOVI TZ: Thank you. We are
confirm ng that as in the other
concession agreement, the terms are
sim |l ar and DOT will have the
aut hority and will obtain a prior
budget relating to the operation and
mai nt enance of the license premi ses?

SPEAKER FOR DOT: Correct.

MS. CONOVI TZ: Again, there will
be a special account required for

revenue related to the concession?
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SPEAKER FOR DOT: Yes. As st at ed
in the agreement.

MS. CONOVI TZ: Thank you.

THE CHAI R: Anyone el se?

(No response.)

THE CHAI R: If no one else wishes
to speak, that concludes the hearing
on the fourth cal endar item

Wil the Clerk please call the
fifth calendar item?

THE CLERK: New York City
Depart ment of Parks and Recreati on.

Cal endar Item Number 5: In the matter
of the intent to award as a concession
for the devel opment, operation, and

mai nt enance of a sports and
recreational facility at Queensborough
Oval in Manhattan, for a ten-year term,
to York Avenue Tennis, LLC.

THE CHAI R: Changes to the
concession documents have been
di stributed to the commttee.

Depart ment of Parks and Recreation

will read those changes into the
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record.

SPEAKER FOR PARKS DEPARTMENT:

Exhi bit C, under the other programm ng
section to reflect the appropriate set
forth represents the m nimum a

| icensee must provide.

THE CHAI R: We'll take testimony
from the public, but first 1'd like to
ask if any members of the committee
have any statements on this?

MR. CARAS: Thank you. The office
of Borough President has received a
| ot of e-mails, phone calls and she is
very happy with the fact that changes
were made to allow this here going
forward an opportunity for more
people -- the public to have access to
the tennis courts, to make it more
affordable, to have more programm ng
for youth and others there. She is
also in support that the revenues from
this park -- fromthis tennis bubble
be all ocated by parks to other parks

in the CBA area. Open space is direly
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needed in this community board and
taking the revenues and all ocating it
to those parks will go a |l ong way to
the community and to the rest of the
city. Thank you.

MS. CONOVI TZ: We'd just like to
support the comments made by Borough
presi dent.

THE CHAI R: Any ot her members?

(No response.)

THE CHAI R: I f not, will the Clerk
pl ease call the first member of the
public who wishes to testify?

THE CLERK: Jerry ElI man. Pl ease
provide your full name and affiliation
for the record.

MR. ELMAN: Hel | o. ' m Jerry.
I'm the club manager of Sutton East
Tennis Club. Best position |'ve held
for 12 years. l'd like to speak to
you on behalf of the 65 staff members
who work there. | started working at
Sutton East 20 years ago. Li ke many

of our staff, | began with a part-time
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position. | simply needed a part-time
job for extra money. | love tennis,

so it was a perfect fit.

As the years past, again, |ike
many of our staff members, Sutton East
became more of a home than a job. I
came to know many of my coworkers and

our customers as actually friends and

fami |ly. They were New Yorkers from
all over the country and all over the
wor | d. From so many different
backgrounds, it was definitely a
fascinating place for a small-town
sout hern boy at work. Sutton East is
a true melting pot of people. As |
settled in, | just wanted to be there
mor e. | wanted to work more, and so |
did. Then | was offered the job as

assi stant manager and then after
promoted as club manager. Il won a 15
staff members who have worked at
Sutton East for over 15 years. Most
of our remaining staff has worked at

Sutton East for over five years. Many
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of our newer staff members came to
Sutton East for their first job right
after college.

My coworkers and | are
har d- wor ki ng, tax-paying New Yorkers
who contribute in many ways to this
city in various Boroughs and
nei ghborhoods that we call home. We
| ove the game of tennis and | ove
sharing it with our customers. Our
non membership facility, we offer
t housands of New Yorkers a conveni ent
nei ghborly place to gather and pl ay
tennis each year. | nsi de our bubble
at Queensboro Oval, players meet their
friends and enjoy a game or |esson or
a clinic, no matter what the weat her
I's outside. As | mentioned,
customers, |ike our staff members, are
di verse as the City of New York
itself, comprised of people from every
race, religion, and cultural
background.

Our staff is always willing to
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serve our customers. We are managers
and teaching pros and front desk staff
and pro shop staff and court

mai nt enance staff, and we want to
continue serving our customers and we
want to continue earning our
paychecks. We are thrilled that
Depart ment of Parks of Recreation will
continue tennis at Queensboro Oval and
we urge you to approve their decision.
Thank you very much for the time.

THE CHAI R: You can call the next
member of the public who wi shes to
testify.

THE CLERK: Mi chael Filipek.

Pl ease provide your full name and
affiliation for the record.

MR. FI LI PEK: My name is M chae
Filipek. ' mthe head professional
and junior programs director at Sutton
East Tennis, following my coll eague
here, Jerry. | ' m speaking here today
on behalf of the over 550 children who

| earn and play tennis, the sport of
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tennis each week, and a staff of over
60 staff for tennis instructors and
mai nt enance staff, making their
l'iving.

For over four decades, Sutton East
Tennis, who some call a miracle under
the bridge, has converted what is a
very restricted-use space directly
underneath the Queens Borough Bridge
into a safe and healthy place for
children to get exercise, make friends
and gain inspiration while |learning a
wonderful lifetime sport. Sutton East
courts underneath the Queens Borough
Bridge, is not only a treasure in New
York City, but it is unique worl dwi de
gy m. It is truly making a difference
in many |lives every day. This is
particularly evident in the petition,
which | have here, with over siXx
t housand New Yorkers that have signed
and commented in strong support of the
continuation of Sutton East. These

are people from all walks of life who
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can and do enjoy the facility on a
regul ar basi s. W th our new contract,

we are excited and proud to provide
even more opportunity to the public
including | ow-cost programs and
schol arshi ps for children.

We thank you for your support and
| ook forward to making a difference in
the lives of even more New Yorkers in
the years to come. Thank you.

THE CHAI R: WIll the Clerk please
call the next member of the public who
wi shes to testify.

THE CLERK: Jeffrey Zucker man.

Pl ease provide your full name and
affiliation for the record.

MR. ZUCKERMAN: My name is Jeffrey
Zucker man. Thank you for hearing me.
I''m appearing in support of Sutton
East Tennis as a citizen of New York
City, who has benefited fromthe
facility for many years, as has my
son.

l'"ve lived in New York City my
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entire |ife, resided on the Upper East
Side with my wife and son for many
years. Sutton East has been and
remai ns an i mportant part of our
lives. My association with Sutton
goes back to the early 1980s. | began
pl aying tennis as a young gover nment
| awyer. | knew little about tennis, |
was definitely not very good at it.
Nevertheless, it provided year-round
refuge fromthe daily grind of life in
New York City and a place to rel ax,
have fun with coworkers and friends.
Six of us shared a court once a
week for two hours. The cost was
extremely reasonabl e, even on a
government sal ary. Today, it remains
reasonabl e when compared to the
competition given around the city.
Over the years, |'ve observed and
experienced personally the benefits of
Sutton. As has been said, it's
di verse. They offer great programs

for kids and adults for all ages.
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They treat everybody with respect.
It's safe, it's convenient. The
entire staff, management, pros, people
behi nd the desk, people who work
tirelessly to keep the bubble cl ean,
which is no easy task, do a tremendous
j ob. Topnotch. There's nothing like
it anywhere in Manhattan. 't brings
vitality to a dreary part of the city.
As has been mentioned, the 59th Street
Bridge. | believe it's truly a great
use of a very difficult and otherwise
difficult place.

My son asked me to -- |I'm going to
cut my remark short. My son asked me

to read a statement on his behal f,

which if you'll allow me, |'m going to
do. Whi ch reads as follows:

"My name is Alex Zucker man. [''m
23 years ol d. | " ve been training at
Sutton since | was three years ol d.
l'm a person who has struggled all my

life to overcome tremendous

di sabilities. Sutton has helped me to
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do this and hel ped me to become an
elite tennis player with a bright
future. | ve known Tony, the owner,
Mi chael Filipeck, the director, Lisa
Gr aham, one of the assistants,
personally for many years. They run
terrific programs for peewees, juniors
and adul ts. They're fantastic people
who treat everyone fairly with great
respect regardless of age or
background. Everybody is wel comed.
For me, Sutton East is not just

anot her tennis facility, it's a vital
part of our community and a second
home. And the individuals who run it

are critical to its success.

And finally, he says, "I play
tennis at all the facilities in and
around New York City and | can

honestly say that Sutton East is by
far the best. Why do | say that?
Lots of reasons. Number one is the
people, on top of that, the

conveni ence," et cetera. | "' m going to
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stop and yield to the next speaker.
Thank you.

THE CLERK: Mal L. Barash. Pl ease
provide your full name and affiliation
for the record.

MR. BARASH: My name is Mal
Bar ash. " m here to speak from myself
and also for the others that play
tennis. | live at 1225 Park Avenue.
I'"ve lived on the Upper East Side for
over 60 years. In the 1960s, | was
the democratic district |eader in
district north. | served on Community
Pl anni ng Board number 8, served on the
board of the day school, still serving
on the board of Lennox Hill, |
volunteer and do work pro bono. But
more i mportantly, |'ve been playing
tennis under the bridge of 59th Street
for over 40 years. | started before
Sutton East started concession, and
they do a better job than --

(i naudi bl e.)

As you mi ght i magine, our group,
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believe it or not, Iis no |longer young
and our game is no |longer great. But
we enjoy the hell out of it. lt's a
part of our lives, and we don't want
to lose it. Most of us are over 80

and over 90, and there's a few places
t hat people our age can engage in
sport. This is a particular good one.

Because clay sports are easy on the

knees.
The question for you is, | submit,
if not tennis, then what? | think

someone suggested a park, perhaps a
ball field. But have you ever | ooked
at the site? Maybe an architect can
draw a pretty picture of what could be
done. But the reality is, you can't
make a silk purse out of a sow s ear.
And this spot is worse than any other.
It's dark, dreary, covered by the
bridge, sun never shines, you get the
dead of the traffic from overhead, you
get the noise and the exhaust of cars

going up one side of the bridge to the
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bri dge and down the other to the FDR

Drive, and you get a charm ng view of

two mammoth gray stone pillars on the
east and west and tall apartment
buil di ngs on the north and south. I n

a park, you want to hear birdsong, not
horns; see the sky, not the underside
of a bridge. It would be a col ossal
waste of taxpayer money to build a
par k. Nobody woul d use it.

The tennis courts, on the other
hand, are heavily used. There's an
average of fifteen hundred players a
week during the winter season, and a
t housand players during the summer.
More will come this summer as the
availability becomes known. The
pl ayers range in age from kids as
young as six, and it's fun to watch
t hem, The kids | say kids young to
people my age. When you are playing
in a bubble, you can barely hear the
traffic and the fume problemis

el i m nat ed.
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To my mnd, this is a no-brainer.
We have a public and private
partnership which greatly benefits New
Yorkers and from which the city gets
pai d. What could be get better?

THE CLERK: Mari ssa M yazaki
Pl ease provide your full name and
affiliation for the record.

MS. M YAZAKI : Hi . My name is
Mari ssa M yazaki . ' ma tennis player
at Sutton. | ' m grateful for the
opportunity today to express how
I mportant to the community it is to
ensure that Sutton East is preserved
for current and future generations of
New Yorkers. "1l sure my thoughts
will be echoed by all of the others
who had the privilege to play at
Sutton. Over fifteen hundred people
each week. Over seven hundred
children and teenagers spread across
five teens program

Sutton has come to represent a

speci al place for me. The reason
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relates to a frightening health scare
with a famly member | ast summer. My
father experienced chest pain and

ot her cardiac symptoms. It was
unexpectedly in the summer of 2018.

He underwent extensive testing and was
di agnosed with arrhythm a, fatal had
he not sought medical attention.

It was a |life changing event not
just for my father and mother, but for
the rest of my famly. After this, my
father and all of us commtted
ourselves to embracing a healthier
lifestyle, one that despite being a
physician, that | should know better,

I found myself often neglecting to do.
Tenni s has become an i mportant part of
this journey. After the health scare,
my father relocated to New York and
took up tennis after decades of not

pl ayi ng. It has become a special way
to enjoy an experience with my father
t hat has allowed us to not only enjoy

spending quality time together, but
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ensure that we will be around for many

years to come.

My father now is approaching ten
mont hs since his health scare, has
| ost over 20 pounds, he's knocked his
bl ood pressure down to normal | evels
and he's symptom free without any
further cardiac scares.

Since the health scare | ast
summer, he's playing tennis al most
every day. | ' ve been i mpressed with
how hel pful and generous the people i
the tennis community have been. He
and his fellow senior tennis players,
t hey encourage each other and pump

fist and give each other pats on the

back.

It's not just about tennis.
Pl aces |ike Sutton represents much
more to our citizens. It represents

somet hing i mportant to our community
that is frequently | acking. An
institution commtted to public

health, physical fitness, soci al

n
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bondi ng and giving back to the
community.

The dedicated staff, coaches,
facility managers, salesclerks at
Sutton all work together around the
clock, 365 days a year to devote time
and energy to making a brighter
program accessi ble to players from al
backgrounds.

I want to thank you for hearing me
today and allow me to speak. | hope
that you will vote to keep Sutton.

THE CLERK: Matt Klein, please
provide your full name and affiliation
for the record.

MR. KLEI N: Matt hew Kl ein. Local
resident. Thank you for taking the
time to listen to my remarKks.

| was a national junior tennis
pl ayer, so | |l ove tennis. | have to
say | have a little bit of a lovel/hate
relati onship with the tennis courts
over there. While | love the idea of

supporting tennis in the city, | hate
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to go against all the fine speakers
here. | have to say that | actually

hate to receive the e-mails that |
receive regarding tennis programs at

t he Sutton courts, and |I'm just going
to say, | have a five-year-old
daughter and there's currently a

si x-week peewee session taking place
and -- for four children. This is one
hour per week for six weeks, $575.
It's al most $100 for one hour. I f my
daughter wants to have two of her
friends, you know, go ahead and
partici pate, get their own court with
instruction, it's $755 per child. So,
comes up to $2, 300 per child for my
child and two of her friends. So,
it's $377 an hour for my daughter and
two ot hers. | feel like that's pretty
excessive to be able to use the court.
Anyt hi ng, where you have like three
children, you shouldn't have to pay an
hour . You are probably paying about

$100 an hour.
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So, you know, the word "bubble" to

descri be the courts is kind of

appropriate because | feel |ike maybe
the people who utilize the courts are
sort of in a bubble. For an average

New Yorker, | feel |ike that type of

expense is a lit bit out of reach.

know that a | ot of people fromthe
community and maybe even from outside
of the boroughs, who knows, use your
courts, | wouldn't just take those

| arge numbers at face val ue. We don't
know who is using those courts, and |
personally feel that there's a
responsibility to run the courts for
the people who live in the community,
for the average New Yorker and the
concession should be respected.

The city is giving the space for
the courts to utilize, and the courts
are -- you guys are doing a great job
doing it, but can you strike a better
bal ance with the community to wel come

us into your world so that we can
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support you as an asset in our
nei ghborhood, too? Thank you.

THE CLERK: Arl ene A. Verga.

Pl ease provide your full name and
affiliation for the record.

MS. VERGA: Hel | o, everyone. My
name is Arlene Verga. ' m an
executive director of the Youth
At hl etic Associ ation. | ve been doing
that for 26 years. And as a maj or
permt holder, for the 59th Street
Oval, for many, many years, | want to
publically say how gladly I am that
tennis will continue at this space
year round.

Years ago, when Central Park and
Randall's Island were a mess, the 59th
Street Oval, although dirty and
dangerous, was a good alternative.
Central Park and Randall's Island are
beautiful places for all with many
fields and amenities, tennis is the
perfect sport for this venue.

Al t hough | acknowl edge the | ack of
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open park space in the area, one must
recognize that the park under this | ow
|l ying bridge is not the best use of
this space. Even an artificial turf
field under this bridge in this area
woul d not be a good recommendati on
People |l ove tennis and the fact that
the current concessionary has been so
amendabl e to request for more, |ess
expensive hours shows that this space
can work for all as a tennis
concessi on.

The Youth Athletic Association
began in 1968 to provide high quality
yout h sports programs in New York for
all 1ts residents. Today, we serve
over 5,000 children and famlies

t hrough our sports, arts and other

school activities. We utilize the
space -- we utilized, we don't
anymore, we had utilized this space

all day Saturday, all day Sunday and
on most weekends. We can see that

this space is better for tennis even
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t hough we | ost maj or space in
Manhattan for baseball. Sutton tennis
was aware that we | ost the place and
in its place gave us time for our

pl ayers to experience tennis on
Saturday evenings in the fall, winter
and spring.

Team sports may not be greedy in
requesting the space, but rather
embrace this individual sport and the
need for someone to be there to groom
the clay, administer court time and
provide pros and other workers for
this sport to exist. We are happy
t hat the major improvements have been
made at Central Park and Randall's
I sl and and many artificial turf fields
t hat are popping up all over the city.
The Youth Athletic Association stands
in full support of New York City
extending its current agreement with
Sutton tennis beyond its expiration in
August 2019. We believe that the

I nterest of the community will best be
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served by the city contracting with
Sutton tennis to manage or maintain

t he park and provide fee-based

programm ng in the form of much needed

i ndoor tennis activities during the
fall, winter and part of the spring
seasons.

In the remai ning months, tennis
activities -- | only have one more
paragraph -- tennis activities should
be for those with permts issued by
the parks for this and other tennis
facilities in the city. The Yout hf ul
At hl etic Associ ations believes that
Queensboro Oval space offers a unique
experience, provides much needed
revenue and affects more city
residents when Sutton East tennis
utilizes this space as an i ndoor
tennis facility. Our communities

I mpl ore you to allow Sutton tennis to

continue providing its programs in its

space.

Thank you.
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THE CLERK: Al i da Camp. Pl ease
provide your full name and affiliation
for the record.

MS. CAMP: Thank you for hearing
my testimony. My name is Alida Camp.
I"m with CBA Manhattan, Queensboro
Oval . The Queensboro Oval should be
returned to the community for public
use. If not, we ask that all revenues
derived from the Oval be turned over
to CBA parks. CBA has been calling
for the return of the Oval to the CBA
community. We are sorely in need of
green space. There is a debate
whet her the Oval belongs to Parks or
Transportation, the Upper East Side is
densely popul ated and congested areas
in New York City who has the | east
amount of green space. Therefore, we
need parks and open air. The Upper
East Side needs more playgrounds in
the April 2019 State of Play Report.
This RFP is for ten years. Thi s

amount of time is excessive given that
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the public is foreclosed from using
the |l and for baseball, soccer or any

out door game or recreation other than

tennis. We understand that the tennis
community mobilized nine thousand
names on a petition. That does not

justify granting the RFP to our
tennis-playing community. There are
more than two hundred thousand

resi dents at CBA and not enough green
space to go around.

The financials of the deal perplex

t hat too. The amount paid for rent
over the |ast few years, is below
mar ket rate. Whil e the acknowl edge

determ ning rates m ght be difficult

wi t hout compar able, the eval uation of
the land is too low to justify as a
financial benefit to New York. I f the
deal is not a financial benefit to the
city, we ask why the city would give
it to an organization that appeals to
few, very wealthy individuals at the

expense of the rest of the community.
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We are not even sure that the tennis
pl ayer live in CBA. Yet this part of
our limted open space has been pulled
from our use for benefit of use.

Given the dramatic and increasing
econom ¢ inequality in New York City,
shouldn't this space be used by more
who may have fewer resources than
fewer with greater resources? New
York is for everyone. If not everyone
gets to use city resources which
i ncludes the Oval, then at | east
charge enough so that the financi al
benefits the popul ation i mpacted by
the |l oss of the Oval. We ask and have
passed a resolution that the revenue
of the Oval be turned over to CBA
par ks. Our parks need i mprovement
maki ng them more usabl e and greener.

If we cannot use the space at the Oval
to i mprove our community, at the very
| east we should have the funds that
derive fromit.

| just ask you to put yourselves
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in the place of the kids or the
community who doesn't have access, who
have | ost the space for soccer and
summer games and other outdoor areas
and they can't afford to join clubs
and pay fees for tennis or other
sports. Just think about what the
| oss of the space mi ght mean to them

Thank you very much.

THE CLERK: Tricia Shimamura.
Pl ease provide your full name and
affiliation for the record.

MS. SHI MAMURA: Good afternoon.
My name is Tricia Shimamura. | " mthe
co-chair of the Parks and Waterfront
Comm ttee for Manhattan Community
Board 8. | also serve as the Second
Vice Chair for my community board. I
t hank you for giving me and other
community members the opportunity to
give testimony regarding the future of
the Queensboro Oval .

Taking into consideration the

density o our community, the Upper
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East Side has some of the | east amount
of open space in all New York City.
Preserving, enhancing, and expanding
our parks has remained a high priority
for our community board, as well as
ensuring that our public spaces remain
open and accessible to the public.
Our community has |long made cl ear that
its recreational needs are vast and
varied, including tennis but also
ot her activities and more passive and
flexible uses for those of varying
strength and ability.

The Queensboro Oval is certainly a
uni que space, given its proximty
bel ow the Ed Koch Queensboro Bridge
and its red clay surface. I
understand that in the past, the space
has been used by not just tennis
pl ayers, but also baseball players,
soccer players, and others. W th
t hought ful design, meani ngful
community input, and the right

concessi on operator and terms, |
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firmy believe that this unique space
could serve a wide range of interests
In our community. It seemed as though
t he Parks Department had agreed with
this, as they came before the Parks
Committee in January of 2017 with
design proposals for a multisport
field that included public tennis
courts that can be rented at a much

| ower costs to users, or an RFP t hat
all owed for 6 months of free and
flexible use.

Despite this, the Parks Depart ment
has opted to award a 10-year
year-round contract to an operator who
has restricted access through setting
some of the highest fees in New York
City. It's disappointing to see this
operator being given this contract
again, when again one of our main
objectives has al ways been access and
af fordability to our community.

One of the most troubling aspects

of this new 10-year contract is the
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knowl edge that the revenue made from
| easi ng public land to a private
entity will not be targeted back to
the local community but instead to the
General Fund. Since it is our
community that is being denied a
public resource, it seems only fitting
that the revenue fromthis contract to
be used in preserving and enhancing
the other parks in our district. I
strongly urge this commttee to
consider our request and help us
preserve the critical public resources
we still have. Thank you.

THE CLERK: Si ma Shet h. Pl ease
provide your full name and affiliation
for the record.

MS. SHETH: Hel | o. My name is

Si ma Shet h. | ' m here to speak on
behal f of Sutton East tennis. | have
been |living in Manhattan for over 16

years with my husband and daughter.
My fifteen-year-old daughter has been

pl aying tennis at Sutton East tennis
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since she was around five years ol d.
My daughter's interest in tennis was
devel oped and nurtured at Sutton East
tennis by the caring and accomplished
coaches. She not only likes to play
tennis and enjoys a sense of community
Sutton East tennis provides. She wi l |
be heartbroken to see it shut down.
Sutton East tennis has done an
exceptional job of providing an
institute that is protective and
productive space for children and
adults to be active and soci al.
W t hout Sutton East tennis, nearly a
t housand children will | ose a safe
space, year round place to get
exercise and |l earn the sport.
Additionally, 65 wonderful people will
| ose their jobs. The closing of
Sutton East tennis would create a void
in the neighborhood. There is
absolutely no other reasonabl e
alternatives available to residents.

The space under the bridge is not an
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appropriate space for use. Sutton
East tennis is undeniably the best use
of the area underneath the bridge. I
request that you please keep Sutton
East tennis open. Thank you for your
time and consideration.

THE CLERK: Chris Lee. Pl ease
provide your full name and affiliation

for the record.

MR. LEE: Hi . | " m Chris Lee. I
representing mysel f. l'ma tennis
pl ayer, and | guess -- | want to
comment on some of the things. The

first thing somebody said, the costs
are reasonable, |'ve lived in
Manhattan since '"75 in the Upper East
Side, about 27 years ago, and Sutton
and one of the other facilities on the
Upper East Side is the most expensive
around. | played in Westchester, Long
I sl and, New Jersey, Queens, Brooklyn,
all of Manhattan, practically. And
Sutton East is probably one of the

most expensive around.
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The other thing that jumped out to
me was the fact that somebody
mentioned it's diverse. Tennis is not
a diverse sport. | f you |l ook at the
room now, there's about ten peopl e of
col or. And | don't see that any

progress has been made for programs

for children of color. | know
Randall's Island has some sort of
program. | didn't see that Sutton
East -- that's me. " m one person.

don't know what the programs are.

Oh, my pet peeve or concern is
t hey mentioned all the categories,
sex, LGBT or whatever in terms of
bei ng diverse, and there was some
menti on that somebody who is disabl ed
or i mpaired. | " mimpaired, but not to
the extend of being qualified under
MBA. Goi ng back to the '80s, | worked
for DOC, and | was running around from
train to train under the ADA. | got
most what | | earned then. The fact of

the matter is, | have glaucoma and |
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have myoma. My vision is very

I mpaired. It doesn't prevent me from
pl ayi ng tennis. But | need opti mal

i ghting. It has to be very good

i ghting. Most of the facilities |

pl ayed in are adequate, but Sutton
East is notoriously bad in terms of
lighting for average play. Ot her
people that | spoke with say it's
difficult to see there. A ten-year

| ease, which is a very long time, they
have to i mprove the facilities to make
it accessible to everyone. They can

i mprove the lighting, the |ights of

t he background where they play and
different things that they could do.

But to make it accessible especially

peopl e who are ol der. They have to
I mprove the site. Thank you for your
time.

THE CLERK: Tammy Caress. Pl ease
state your full name and affiliation
for the record.

MS. CARESS: Hi, my name is Tammy
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Caress, and |I'm a tennis player at
Sutton East. Thank you for asking me

to speak today.

l'm a self-proclaimed tennis
aficionada. | " ve been playing at
Sutton for about 16 years, and it is a
community in a big and i mpersonal
city. After my twins were born, |
started playing tennis and took a
variety of |essons and prograns. I

had no idea how to play tennis.

Today, | run a | adies |eague there in
t he morning. It's very reasonably
priced. You can buy a series of two

hours for $46. That's $23 an hour.
So, | think that's pretty good.

My children play tennis at Sutton.
| hold my practices at Sutton. For wus
busy New Yorkers, Sutton is
conveniently | ocated, it's affordable.
And in a population of 1.66 mllion
peopl e, Manhattan has only 25 public
i ndoor tennis courts and only five

facilities in Manhatt an. In the
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wintertime, which is six, seven months
of the year, this is an i mportant
exercise option. Al'l total in
Manhattan, there are currently only 16
i ndoor public clay courts. And
elim nating Sutton would take away
hal f of the indoor courts, and
one-third of all of those public
i ndoor courts in Manhatt an. | f
anything, we need more indoor tennis
courts, not fewer. It's crazy to me
to even consider taking these courts
away . New York City is in desperate
need of preserving the 16 indoor cl ay
courts that we currently have.

On average, 1500 people use Sutton
a week. That means Sutton has been
visited 6,000 times a month by small
children, teens, adults and senior
citizens, were all exercising, were
all playing tennis and over the course
of the season, m d September to md
June, Sutton enjoyed approxi mately

54,000 tennis players. W t hout
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Sutton, thousands of children wil|l

| ose a safe place to play year round
and to get exercise and learn a
lifetime sport.

New Yorkers who play at Sutton are
staying healthy by exercising indoors.
It would be empty if it was a park six
mont hs of the year. Sutton's cl ay
court are easy on one's muscles and
j oints. Tennis fits perfectly in this
uni que space and is busy from morning
to night, 365 days of the year, in al
types of weat her. The facility is
open to the public and offers tennis
at reasonable prices for all different
pl ayers of all ages and skill Il evels.
And the protective bubble shields
people fromtoxic fumes and debris.
There are constant | oud noises in this
area, foghorns, all kinds of crazy
t hings. And so, being outside would
actually be very scary and unsafe.

And being in a protective bubble

i nsul ates us from the detri ments
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and -- it's -- really, anything under
the 59th Street Bridge will not be
safe if it was uncovered. It would

not be a safe space for any kind of
uncovered use.

| want to talk about somet hing.
Roosevelt |sland bracket is a member's
club with a hefty yearly membership
fee. It's nearly impossible to get
court time, as a reservation for
nonmembers cannot be made more than
two days in advance. And furthermore,
it's an inconvenience for busy working
New Yorkers to travel to Roosevelt
I sl and.

THE CLERK: Thank you for your
testi mony. We will now take

testimonies from other members of the

public.

Joseph Kuhgen. Pl ease provide
your full name and affiliation for the
record.

MR. KUHGEN: Hel | o. My name is

Joseph Kuhgen. | have been a tennis
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professional at Sutton East for 20
years. But | was asked today to make

a statement by a member of our drill

pl ay cl asses, Mark Pearl man, who |ives
on the Upper East Side. Hi s statement
goes as foll ows: “"Background, |'m a

30-plus year resident who has been
active in various community
organi zati ons. My famly are avid

tennis players and use other tennis

facilities, including Central Park,
Roosevelt Island and Randall's I sl and.
Unfortunately, |I'm unavail able for the

heari ng due to business travel
commi t ments. Here is my statement.

W t hout any hesitation, | strongly
recommend that the Sutton Tennis
Management Group continue to operate
in the Queensboro Oval. This is based
on my firsthand experience over the
past few years. Hi ghly professional
service and customer focus. | was
most i mpressed by their continued

commi t ment during the summer schedul e
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where management mai ntained the same
hi gh | evel service despite the |imted
consi deration invol ved.

In summary, the courts have been
properly managed and the staff is very
professional and organized.

Queensboro Oval is an i mportant place
for tennis players, since there are
few | ocations in our Manhattan
borough. Pl ease consi der offering an
extended license so that they can be
able to provide an exceptional service
for the community. | " m avail able to
provide more details or answer any
guestions. Mar k Pear| man. "

THE CLERK: W lfredo Lopez.

Pl ease provide your full name and
affiliation for the record.
MR. LOPEZ: Thank you. ' m here

on behalf of representative Carolyn
Mal oney, State Senator Krueger,
Assembly Member Dan Quart, Council
Member Ben Kall os and Keith Powers and

Manhattan Borough President Gale




o o b~ w0

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Franchi se & Concessi on Review Conm ttee Public Hearing

May 6, 2019

52

Br ewer .

Thank you to New York City
Depart ment of Parks and Recreation for
taking seriously concerns raised by
community members and el ected
of ficials about the use of the
Queensboro Oval playground and for
proposing a new contract addressing
many of those concerns.

As you are |likely aware, Council
District 5, which together we
represent, has among one of the | east
acreage of the parkland per person in
the city. According to the | atest
edition of New Yorkers for Parks'
report, Manhattan East Side Open Space
| ndex, 170,000 residents in Council
District 5 share just 36 acres of open
space, far fewer acres than can
adequately accommodate residents;
needs. As such, East Siders cherish
and fight for their parks. Our hope
is that at m nimum, the expected

$1.7 mllion of revenue from this
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proposed contract will be used to
benefit our | ocal parks for the next
ten years.

On February 16, 2018, Parks
Department issued this RFP. Counci |
Member Kallos then sent a letter to

t he Parks Department asking that it

reconsi der the proposal to convert the

pl ayground to a multipurpose field or
in the alternative revise the RFP to

wei gh more heavily applications that

increased affordability and
accessibility to the park, as opposed
to revenue for the city. This could

i nclude expanding the summer public
session, lowering fees, and running
communi ty-based programm ng.

In April of this year, the Parks
Depart ment presented to Community
Board 8 to announce the draft of the
proposal that is now in front of the
FCRC. That proposal includes many
significant improvements to previous

contracts which reflect the serious
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concerns we raised and which will go
far toward making this park a true
public benefit. The changes incl ude:
Doubl ed the public season for ten
weeks out of the year to 22 weeks --
nearly half the year, free tennis
during 22-week public summer season,
$10 per person drop-ins for six hours
every day, Senior Citizen Tennis
Clinics for $10, Youth Instruction,
full schol arships, Hunter Coll ege Men
and Women Tennis will get 75 hours of
free team practice.

In order to ensure the delivery of
these programs, we ask that the
following clause in Exhibit C under
“Ot her programm ng" that reads "Free
and/ or | ow-cost public programm ng may
be subjected to change upon written
request from License to Parks, and
upon Parks written approval be amended
to state that if a programis
canceled, it must be replaced by a new

program of equal or greater val ue.
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The winning bid on this request
for proposal has addressed many of the
concerns raised by our offices,
Community Board 8, fellow elected
of ficials and our residents to i mprove
public access to the Queensboro Oval
Pl ayground. However, the facility has
for many years been used to generate
revenue and will continue to do so for

t he next decade, at m ni mum of

$1.7 mllion a year. Meanwhi | e East
Siders have | acked park space. The
additional testimony |'ve handed in so

you can review. Sincerely, the
undersi gned, Carolyn Mal oney, Ban
Kal |l os, Gale Brewer, Liz Krueger, Dan
Quart and Keith Powers.

Thank you.

THE CLERK: We have received
written testimony from Barry Schnei der
of the East Sixties Neighborhood
Association in opposition of item
number 5. A copy of that written

testimony will be added to the record
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and has been provided to the community
and to the reporter.

THE CHAI R: No one el se wishes to
speak?

(No response.)

THE CHAI R: That concl udes today's
heari ng. | ask the Reporter to make
the entire Public Hearing Agenda,
whi ch was made publicly avail able and
distributed at this hearing, part of
the final record of the proceeding.

The hearing is now cl osed. Thank
you.

(TI ME NOTED: 3:35 p.m.)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF NEW YORK)
: SS
COUNTY OF NASSAU)

|, Elbia Merino, a Notary Public within
and for the State of New York, do hereby certify:

| reported the proceedings in the
within-entitled matter, and that the within
transcript is a true record of such proceedings
to the best of my ability.

| further certify that | am not rel ated
to any of the parties to this action by bl ood or
marri age; and that | amin no way interested in
the outcome of this matter.

I N W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set
my hand this 14th day of May, 2019.

Elbia Merino
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PUBLIC HEARING

FRANCHISE AND CONCESSION REVIEW COMMITTEE

MONDAY, MAY 6%, 2019 @ 2:30 P.M.

2 LAFAYETTE STREET, NEW YORK, NY

NOTE: This location is accessible to individuals using wheelchairs or other mobility devices. For further information on
accessibility or to make a request for accommodations, such as sign language interpretation services, please contact the Mayor’s
Office of Contract Services (MOCS) via e-mail at DisabilityAffairs@mocs.nyc.gov or via phone at (212) 788-0010. Any person
requiring reasonable accommodation for the public hearing should contact MOCS at least three (3) business days in advance of
the hearing to ensure availability.

Franchise and Concession Review Committee Joint Public Hearing
Monday, May 6, 2019 @ 2:30 P.M.

NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF CITYWIDE ADMINISTRATIVE
SERVICES

No. 1: IN THE MATTER of the intent to award as a sole source concession the operation
of dry boat storage, docking of no more than 8 jet skis, and business accessory parking, consisting
of approximately 52,940 square feet of uplands and 1,135 square feet of lands under water property
identified as Block 8844, Lot 50, in the Borough of Brooklyn to Emmons Avenue Marina, LLC.
The Occupancy Permit provides for a retroactive term of one-year, commencing on April 15, 2015,
and terminating on March 31, 2016 with two (2) one-year renewal options, exercisable at the City’s
sole discretion, which options have both been exercised. Compensation to the City, as established
by a settlement, will be $119,000 for the first year, $125,790 for the second year and $134,295.50
for the third year.

NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

No. 2: IN THE MATTER of the intent to award as a concession a Sole Source License
Agreement to the Meatpacking District Management Association, Inc., to provide for the
operation, management, and maintenance of pedestrian plazas located at 9th Avenue between
Gansevoort Street and West 15th Street, in the borough of Manhattan. Meatpacking BID will be
required to invest any revenue generated by this concession into the maintenance and/or repair,
including reasonable administrative costs, of the Licensed Plaza. The License will provide for one
(2) six-month term, commencing upon written Notice to Proceed, which may be renewed for up
to three (3) additional five-year terms, exercisable at the sole discretion of DOT.




NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

No. 3: IN THE MATTER of the intent to award as a concession a Sole Source License
Agreement to the 34th Street Partnership, Inc., to provide for the operation, management, and
maintenance of a pedestrian plaza located at West 33rd Street between 7th Avenue and 8th Avenue,
in the borough of Manhattan. The Partnership will be required to invest any revenue generated by
this concession into the maintenance and/or repair, including reasonable administrative costs, of
the Licensed Plaza. The License will provide for one (1) one-year term, commencing upon written
Notice to Proceed, which may be renewed for up to three (3) additional five-year terms, exercisable
at the sole discretion of DOT.

NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

No. 4: IN THE MATTER of the intent to award as a concession a Sole Source License
Agreement to the 34th Street Partnership, Inc., to provide for the operation, management, and
maintenance of a pedestrian plaza located on Broadway and 6th Avenue between West 32nd and
West 36th Streets, in the borough of Manhattan. The Partnership will be required to invest any
revenue generated by this concession into the maintenance and/or repair, including reasonable
administrative costs, of the Licensed Plaza. The License will provide for one (1) one-year term,
commencing upon written Notice to Proceed, which may be renewed for up to three (3)
additional five-year terms, exercisable at the sole discretion of DOT.

NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

No. 5: IN THE MATTER of the intent to award as a concession for the development,
operation, and maintenance of a sports & recreational facility at Queensboro Oval in Manhattan,
for a ten (10) year term, to York Avenue Tennis, LLC (“Licensee”). Compensation under the
License Agreement will be as follows: Licensee shall pay to City license fees for each Year,
consisting of the higher of the minimum annual fee or the percentage of annual Gross Receipts
derived from the operation of the Licensed Premises according to the following schedule: Year 1:
$1,700,000.00 vs. 35%; Year 2: $1,700,000.00 vs. 35%; Year 3: $1,785,000.00 vs. 35%; Year 4:
$1,785,000.00 vs. 35%; Year 5: $1,874,250.00 vs. 35%; Year 6: $1,874,250.00 vs. 35%; Year 7:
$1,967,963.00 vs. 35%; Year 8: $1,967,963.00 vs. 35%; Year 9: $2,066,361.00 vs. 35%; Year 10:
$2,066,361.00 vs. 35%



