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“Lever House spawned a host of 
imitators but has been rarely equalled. 
It remains outstanding for its spatial 
clarity, scale, and beauty of form.”

Designation and Analysis, 
Landmarks Preservation Commission, November 9, 1982

© 2021 2Photo © Ezra Stoller / ESTO



“Its slim tower occupies only one-quarter of the lot, leaves light and air for 
buildings around it. There are no stores on the street level. Instead, a pleasant 
innovation is the open ground floor with its garden and landscaping.”

Welcome to Lever House, Brochure, 1952
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“[Lever House] also introduced the 
concept of opening a portion of the 
ground floor to public use and of 
providing an open courtyard at its base.”

Designation and Analysis, 

Landmarks Preservation Commission, November 9, 1982
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“The building’s curtain wall, its 
technical excellence, and its 
material presence instantly became 
the touchstone for modernism and 
American business.”

Nicholas Adams, Gordon Bunshaft and SOM: Building 
Corporate Modernism, 2019

© 2021 5Photo © Ezra Stoller / ESTO



19
50

19
60

19
40

19
30

19
90

2000
2010

2020
19

80
19

70

1952
Lever House 
construction 

completed

1970
The Lever Brothers 
commission Robert 

Wiengard mural 
“Leverage” for the 

party wall above the 
roof garden.

1978
Lever House 
receives AIA 

25-Year Award

1974
Lobby Damaged by 
F.A.L.N. Bombing

1982
The Lever House 

is threatened with 
demolition and 

replacement by a 
40-story postmodern 

tower

1983
Lever House 

receives 
landmark 

status

1985
Plaza Paving 

Replaced

1997
Unilever secures 

LPC approval 
for a facade 
replacement 

proposal by SOM

1998
Building is 

acquired by 
RFR Holding / 

Aby Rosen

2001
Renovation and 

curtain wall 
replacement 
completed

2006
Art Installations 
by Damien Hirst 

and Sarah Morris

2019
Building is 

acquired by 
WatermanClark/

Brookfield 
Properties

1950
SOM’s plans for an 

external window 
washing machine 

for Lever House are 
first published in 

Architectural Forum

Model of Lever 
House is included 
in the exhibition 

Architectural Work 
by Skidmore, Owings 

& Merrill at MoMA.

Lever House 
construction begins

1915
Present day 
site of Lever 

House is 
purchased 
by Robert 

Walton Goelet

1935
A group of 

buildings is built 
on the site by 
Goelet to test 

the commercial 
prospects of the 

neighborhood 

Timeline
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Ground Floor - Alteration			    

1.	 Replace Non-Original Plaza Paving 				  

2.	 Replace Non-Original Plaza Bases				   				  

3.	 Black Limestone Wall Openings		

4.	 New Signage					   

Restoration

1.	 Stone Restoration					      

2.	 Metal Restoration	

3.	 Ceiling Restoration				  

Level 3 Terrace - Alteration 

1.	 Non-Original Paving Replacement						   

2.	 Aluminum Panel Storefront Replacement	

3.	 Non-Original Glass Storefront Alteration	 
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Project Scope



Ground Floor 



Ground Floor Plaza & Enclosure

1.	 Repl. Plaza Paving in Kind
2.	 Plaza Ceiling & Lighting
3.	 Removal of Non-Original  

Seating
4.	 Black Belgian Limestone 

Restoration
5.	 White Marble Restoration
6.	 White Marble Replacement  

in Kind at Planter
7.	 Column Cover Restoration  
8.	 Storefront Restoration
9.	 Rolling Doors and Garage 

Entrance Restoration
10.	 Revolving Door Automation  

and Restoration 
11.	 Plaza Base Replacement
12.	 Signage
13.	 Plaza Planting Replacement
14.	 New Opening in Black  

Limestone Wall

An integral part of the design of 
the open courtyard is the paving 
which echoes on a different plane 
the rhythm of the columns.”

Designation and Analysis, Landmarks Preservation 

Commission, November 9, 1982
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Original Plaza Paving

Photo © Ezra Stoller / ESTO
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Interior - Exterior Continuity



Areas of Replacement
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Photograph from 1982

Original Plaza Paving
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Existing Condition 
Non-Original Paving (Installed 1985)
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Non-Original Paving (Installed 1985)

Existing Condition 



Material Loss at Metal Joints Cracking within Panels
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Interior Terrazzo
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Integrated Conservation Resources, Inc. Report #: SL1593-01 
Lever House - Lobby and Plaza Restoration Page 13 of 18

Figure 2: The two upper photographs show the top of the terrazzo cores in plan view.  The lower image shows laboratory-prepared cross 
sections of the two cores.  Both contain crushed stone aggregate (A) in a pigmented cement paste (P).  The concentration of crushed stone 
is approximately 50-55% by hardened terrazzo volume.  In plan view, the surface of Sample #1 is drab and yellowed while the surface of 
Sample #2 is more highly polished and fresh in appearance.  The pigmented paste in Sample #1 is light gray while the paste in Sample #2 is 
medium gray. This is better observed in cross section. The aggregate in Sample #1 is light gray while the stone in Sample #2 is black. 
The atone in Sample #2 is somewhat coarser and the finer particles in the mixture tend to be a bit more shard-like. Crazing cracks are 
visible along the surface of each core though they are difficult to see in these images.

Integrated Conservation Resources, Inc. Report #: SL1593-01 
Lever House - Lobby and Plaza Restoration Page 13 of 18

Figure 2: The two upper photographs show the top of the terrazzo cores in plan view.  The lower image shows laboratory-prepared cross 
sections of the two cores.  Both contain crushed stone aggregate (A) in a pigmented cement paste (P).  The concentration of crushed stone 
is approximately 50-55% by hardened terrazzo volume.  In plan view, the surface of Sample #1 is drab and yellowed while the surface of 
Sample #2 is more highly polished and fresh in appearance.  The pigmented paste in Sample #1 is light gray while the paste in Sample #2 is 
medium gray. This is better observed in cross section. The aggregate in Sample #1 is light gray while the stone in Sample #2 is black. 
The atone in Sample #2 is somewhat coarser and the finer particles in the mixture tend to be a bit more shard-like. Crazing cracks are 
visible along the surface of each core though they are difficult to see in these images.

Integrated Conservation Resources, Inc. Report #: SL1593-01 
Lever House - Lobby and Plaza Restoration Page 15 of 18

Figure 4: PPL photomicrographs illustrating the microtexture of the terrazzo mixtures.  The aggregate (A) is well-spaced.  Note that there 
is no sand within the hydrated cement paste (CP).  The paste is uniform and dense.  Air-voids are uncommon (V).  The arrows indicate 
drying shrinkage microcracks that are found throughout the full depth of each terrazzo layer.

Plaza Paving Aggregate Matching
Terrazzo Petrography Report
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Original Specification 
Cementitious Terrazzo

Proposed Specification 
Cast in Place Concrete with Hand Seeded Aggregate

Plaza Paving Specification

Materials:
Gray Cement

With alkaline stable pigments.
Achieve 4000 psi in 25 days, Resistance to freeze/thaw cycling & salt crystallization addressed 
with use of air entraining & other admixtures.

White Cement
Same Specification as above

Sand

Water

Marble Chips:
Dark Aggregate: Raven Black B90 
Light Aggregate: 50% Blue Bardiglio G70, 50% Dark Bardiglio G75

Finishing:
Surfaces are ground wet, with 40 Grit abrasive pad to grind and 80 Grit diamond abrasive pad to 
hone.
Surfaces are sealed with Concrete deck sealer with integral abrasive applied to surface after concrete 
finish has cured.
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3/16" 1/20" 1/8"1/20" 1/8"1/4" 3/8"1/16" 1/20" 1/8"

ExistingOriginal Proposed
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Proposed Plaza Paving
Divider Strips



Proposed Concrete Terrazzo Pavement with Decorative Aggregate 
on Existing Lobby Terrazzo Floor

Light Sample Dark Sample
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Proposed Plaza Paving
Cast-in-place Concrete with Hand-Seeded Aggregate
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Original Sheen



Original Drain Locations

Original Drain Plan

Existing Drain Locations

Existing Drain Plan

Proposed Drain Locations

Proposed Drain Plan

Plans
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Plaza Drains
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1 - At Black Limestone 

2 - At White Marble 

3 - At Stainless Steel/Storefront

1   Black Limestone 2   White Marble (Planter Shown)

© 2021 28

Plaza Base
Original Details



1 - At Black Limestone 

2 - At White Marble 

3 - At Stainless Steel/Storefront
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Plaza Base
Existing Non-Original Bases



Existing Base DetailOriginal Base Detail Proposed Base Detail
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Plaza Base
Base Condition

Plaza Base
Base Condition

1/2”

Precast Base to Match Dark 
CIP Concrete with Hand 
Seeded Aggregate

3”
Va

ri
es

 
5”

 M
in

7”
 M

ax

Exposed Aggregate 
Terrazzo

Stainless Steel 
Divider Strip

1/4” Joint

Precast Base

3”

1/2”

Finish Floor

Dark Terrazzo Base



Black Limestone Wall Openings
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Original

Stainless Steel Doors

Opening

Existing Proposed

Black Limestone Wall Openings

Auditorium

Lobby Lobby Lobby

Restaurant Restaurant
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Black Limestone Wall Openings
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Program Change

Original - Display Kitchen and Auditorium Existing - Restaurant

Photos © ESTO, SOM



Certificate of Appropriateness issued 5/9/2002
COFA 02-6346

Original Elevation at 53rd Street

Existing Elevation at 53rd StreetExisting Photo at 53rd Street

Black Limestone Wall Openings

2 Panels
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Previously Approved



Black Limestone Wall Openings
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Existing Plaza Outdoor Dining

Photo © SOM



Black Limestone Wall Openings
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Existing Restaurant Service Path

Restaurant

Outdoor Dining

Lobby



Black Limestone Wall Openings

© 2021 37

Proposed New Connection to Restaurant

Restaurant

Outdoor Dining

Lobby



Black Limestone Wall Openings
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Existing Photo

Photo © SOM



Black Limestone Wall Openings
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Black Limestone Wall Openings
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Black Limestone Wall Openings
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0' - 0"
LEVEL 1

18' - 11"
LEVEL 2 LEVEL 2

LEVEL 1
0' - 0"

18' - 11"

0' - 0"
LEVEL 1

18' - 11"
LEVEL 2 LEVEL 2

LEVEL 1
0' - 0"

18' - 11"

Stainless Steel Doors at Black Limestone
Stainless Steel Doors at White Marble
Opening

Proposed Location
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Black Limestone Wall Openings - Full Height



0' - 0"
LEVEL 1

18' - 11"
LEVEL 2 LEVEL 2

LEVEL 1
0' - 0"

18' - 11"

Stainless Steel Doors at Black Limestone
Stainless Steel Doors at White Marble
Opening

Proposed Location
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Black Limestone Wall Openings - Stainless Steel Doors



L E V E R  B R O T H E R S  C O M P A N YL E V E R  B R O T H E R S  C O M P A N Y

Black Limestone Wall Openings

2 Panels 1 Panel

5'3" 5'3" 5'3"
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Original

Existing

Proposed



Black Limestone Wall Openings
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Existing Photo

Photo © Lucas Blair Simpson/SOM
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Black Limestone Wall Openings
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Existing Photo

Photo © SOM



New Openings in Black Limestone Wall
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New Signage

At Southwest Revolver

Original Signage

At Black Limestone Wall At Park Avenue Facade

Photos © Ezra Stoller / ESTO
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New Signage
Existing Signage

At RestaurantAt Black Limestone Wall At Park Avenue Facade At Southeast Revolver

Photos © SOM, ESTO



5'

3'

3'

15 SF

5'

3'

3'

15 SF

5'

North Elevation (54th Street)

5'

7'

3'
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4' 4'

15 SF

12 SF
12 SF

15 SF

T E N A N T  1

T E N A N T  1

T E N A N T  1T E N A N T  1

T E N A N T  2

T E N A N T  2

T E N A N T  2T E N A N T  2

T E N A N T  3

T E N A N T  3

T E N A N T  3T E N A N T  3

East Elevation (Park Avenue)

South Elevation (53rd Street) Original Existing Signage

Non Original Existing Signage

New Signage

Exisiting Signage to be Replaced

TENANT 1
TENANT 2
TENANT 3

TENANT 1
TENANT 2
TENANT 3
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New Signage
Proposed  Signage



T E N A N T  1
T E N A N T  2
T E N A N T  3

T E N A N T  1
T E N A N T  2

*New Signage will be Adhesive Mounted Stainless Steel Letter Forms in "Lever House" Font.

8"

5'

8"

8"

8"

8"

T E N A N T  38"

5'

10"

Park Avenue Adjacent to Entrances

6"

10"

8”

Stainless Steel 
Letter attached 
with adhesive to 
glass

1/2”

Glass

Back Letter Cap

EXT INT

8”

Stainless Steel 
Letter attached 
with adhesive to 
stone

1/2”

Black Limestone

EXT INT

Mounting Details
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New Signage
Proposed  Signage



Restoration Work



Black Limestone - Existing Condition White Marble at Stairs - Existing Condition White Marble at Planter - Existing Condition

Black Limestone - Restoration Mockup White Marble at Stairs - Restoration Mockup White Marble at Planter - Replacement in Kind 
Imperial Danby Sample
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Stone Restoration

Photos © SOM



Stainless Steel Column - Existing Condition Stainless Steel Storefront - Existing Condition Stainless Steel - Restoration Mockup
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Stainless Steel Restoration

Photos © SOM



Plaza Ceiling - Existing Condition
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Plaza Ceiling Restoration

Photos © ESTO, SOM



Level 3 Terrace



© 2021 60

Level 3 Terrace
Original Plan



1 - Non Original Fritted Glass Facade
2 - Non Original Glass Infill & Base Detail
3 - Non Original Paving
4 - Non Original Doors
5 - Non Original Skylight
6 - Non Original Exit Sign

© 2021 61

Level 3 Terrace
Existing Plan

1

1

2

3

3

4

4

4

4

5

6

6

5



© 2021 62

Original Condition 1950's

Photo © 
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Original Condition, c. 1952

Photo © Ezra Stoller/ESTO
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Existing Condition

Photo © Lucas Blair Simpson/SOM



Original Quarry Tile Existing Precast Pavers Proposed Precast Pavers
© 2020 14

Terrace Paving - Details
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Hanover® Pedestal Systems by Height

Date: 4/28/2021

5000 Hanover Road, Hanover, PA 17331  •  800.426.4242  •  www.hanoverpavers.com

3” BASE & TOP
3” - 4 3/4”

4” BASE & TOP
4 3/4” - 7 3/4”

3” BASE, 4”  TOP &
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7 3/4” - 10”
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Please Note: Heights shown are pedestal heights only. For final paver installation height, add the thickness of the paver to the pedestal height.

1/16” and 1/8” Leveling Shims can be added to Rubber or High-Tab® Pedestals to accommodate different heights or for final leveling adjustments. Rubber Pedestals are not stackable.

*The use of Couplers will attain heights up to 24”. Heights of 16” to 24” require special bracing. Bracing details are available upon request.

It is critical that Top units and Couplers have a minimum insertion of three threads of the unit to completely secure the pedestal and ensure stability.  Do not over-extend threaded 
pieces. Settling may occur when pedestals are placed on-grade. Decks are required to have an edge restraint on all sides.

Elevator® Pedestals are for use with pedestrian traffic only; do not use with motorized, wheeled or equipment traffic. Elevator® Pedestals have a maximum 1000 lb/pedestal load 
baring capacity with a Factor of Safety of 2 (FS:2), exceeding most requirements.
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Please Note: Heights shown are pedestal heights only. For final paver installation height, add the thickness of the paver to the pedestal height.

1/16” and 1/8” Leveling Shims can be added to Rubber or High-Tab® Pedestals to accommodate different heights or for final leveling adjustments. Rubber Pedestals are not stackable.

*The use of Couplers will attain heights up to 24”. Heights of 16” to 24” require special bracing. Bracing details are available upon request.

It is critical that Top units and Couplers have a minimum insertion of three threads of the unit to completely secure the pedestal and ensure stability.  Do not over-extend threaded 
pieces. Settling may occur when pedestals are placed on-grade. Decks are required to have an edge restraint on all sides.

Elevator® Pedestals are for use with pedestrian traffic only; do not use with motorized, wheeled or equipment traffic. Elevator® Pedestals have a maximum 1000 lb/pedestal load 
baring capacity with a Factor of Safety of 2 (FS:2), exceeding most requirements.
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Non-Original Paving Replacement
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Original 6" x 9" running bond Existing 18" x 18" stack bond Proposed 9" x 18" running bond
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Non-Original Paving Replacement
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Aluminum Panel Facade Replacement 
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Original Facade Not visbile behind Perimeter Planting

Aluminum Panel Facade Replacement
Existing Condition - Aluminum Replaced with Glass in 2001

Existing Fritted Glass with Shadow Box

Existing Fritted Glass
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