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Type of Presentation Month xx, year

June 15, 2021 
Public Hearing

The current proposal is: 
Preservation Department – Item 4, LPC-21-08864

200 Central Park West - American Museum of Natural History,
Borough of Manhattan

How to Testify Via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84946202332?pwd=MjdJUjY2a0d3TWEwUDVlVEorM2lCQT09

Webinar ID: 849 4620 2332
Passcode: 951064
By Phone: 
1 646-558-8656  US (New York) 
877-853-5257 US (Toll free)
888-475-4499 US (Toll free)

Note: If you want to testify on an item, join the 
Zoom webinar at the agenda’s “Be Here by” 
time (about an hour in advance). When the 
Chair indicates it’s time to testify, “raise your 
hand” via the Zoom app if you want to speak 
(*9 on the phone). Those who signed up in 
advance will be called first. 



Equestrian Statue of 
Theodore Roosevelt
Proposed Relocation
Theodore Roosevelt Park, MN

NYC Parks 

American Museum of Natural History



Site Location

2

Manhattan

Frederick Douglass Circle
Upper West Side

American Museum of Natural History



Site Location
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View of the American Museum of Natural History, 2020, NYC Parks



Site Location

4
Equestrian Statue of Theodore Roosevelt, 2020, NYC Parks



Existing Site Views

5
Equestrian Statue of Theodore Roosevelt looking northwest (left) and southwest (right) 2015, NYC Parks



History
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Roosevelt Memorial model, Date unknown, AMNH 



History

7

October 1940 view of the equestrian statue, 

from the south. Photo by Thane L. Bierwert, 

AMNH Research Library / Digital Special 

Collections

October 28, 1940, New York Times



History
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Landmarks Preservation Commission designation photo of the Roosevelt Memorial, 1967, LPC



Composition and Context 
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Photo by Denis Finnin / AMNH



Sustained Public Controversy 
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Vandalism of Equestrian Statue of 

Theodore Roosevelt, 1971, New 

York Times

Vandalism of Equestrian Statue of Theodore Roosevelt, 

2017, NYC Parks



Sustained Public Controversy 
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Addressing the Statue exhibition at AMNH, C. Chesek/ AMNH
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Theodore Roosevelt Memorial (Existing)

American Museum of Natural History, Central Park West entrance with statue, AMNH
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Theodore Roosevelt Memorial (Proposed)

American Museum of Natural History, Central Park West entrance without statue (Rendering), AMNH
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Plaza View (Existing)

American Museum of Natural History Central Park West entrance, existing stairs and plaza treatment, AMNH 



Plaza and Stair Detail
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Existing Proposed
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Plaza View (Proposed)

American Museum of Natural History Central Park West entrance, proposed plaza and stair treatment without statue, 

AMNH  
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Plaza and Stair Treatment (Existing)

American Museum of Natural History Central Park West entrance, existing plaza and stair treatment, AMNH  



18

Plaza and Stair Treatment (Proposed)

American Museum of Natural History Central Park West entrance, proposed plaza and stair treatment after Monument 

removal, AMNH  



Proposed Interpretation

19
American Museum of Natural History Central Park West entrance, proposed plaza and stair treatment without statue, with plaque 

locations indicated, AMNH  



Proposed Interpretation

20
Detail, American Museum of Natural History Central Park West entrance, proposed plaza and stair treatment without statue, with 

plaque locations indicated, AMNH  



Proposed Interpretation

21Proposed plaques, AMNH



Appropriateness 
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Photo by Denis Finnin / AMNH



Appropriateness
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Central Park West entrance with statue Central Park West entrance without statue



Appropriateness
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Existing Proposed



Appropriateness

25Evolution of the Museum Complex

Central Park West entrance with statue

AMNH complex, 1930s

Rose Center and Ross Terrace, 2000s 

Hayden Planetarium, 1965 



Appropriateness

26Evolution of the Museum Complex

Central Park West entrance without statue

AMNH complex, 1930s

Rose Center and Ross Terrace, 2000s 

Hayden Planetarium, 1965 
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APPENDIX

28



29

Plaza and Stair Detail (Existing)

American Museum of Natural History Central Park West entrance, existing plaza and stair treatment, AMNH  



30

Plaza and Stair Detail (Proposed)

American Museum of Natural History Central Park West entrance, proposed plaza and stair treatment without statue, 

AMNH  
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Railing Section

American Museum of Natural History Central Park West entrance, railing section, AMNH 
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Railing Detail

American Museum of Natural History Central Park West entrance, railing detail, AMNH 



Relocation Logistics

33Preliminary Logistics Plan, AMNH
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