
EAST SIDE COASTAL RESILIENCY
Murphy Brothers Playground and 
Asser Levy Playground

November 14, 2016
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Meeting Objectives

1. East Side Coastal Resiliency Project Overview

2. Review Site Considerations + Design Options for:
• Murphy Brothers Playground
• Asser Levy Recreation Center + Playground

3. Break-out Session
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• Provide a reliable, integrated flood protection 
system; minimize use of closure structures

• Improve waterfront open spaces and access

• Respond quickly to the urgent need for increased 
flood protection and resiliency

• Achieve implementation milestones and project 
funding allocations as established by HUD
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East Side Coastal Resiliency
Current Project Schedule
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East Side Coastal Resiliency
Iterative Design Process
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Flood Mitigation 
Design Components
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VA HOSPITAL TIE-BACK

MONTGOMERY ST. TIE-BACK

Double Swing Gates (x2)

Double Roller Gates (x1)Single Roller Gates (x4)

Pedestrian Gates (x3)

*18 Total Closure Structures

Single Swing Gate (x7)

Miter Gates (x1)

Closure Location
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CON ED TIE-IN
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ASSER LEVY PLAYGROUND

MURPHY BROTHERS 
PLAYGROUND

VA HOSPITAL TIE-BACK
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Park Program Discussion
Main Points

• Murphy Brothers Playground and Asser Levy Playground
 are behind the Flood Protection

• Flood Protection construction will impact the design of 
 the Playgrounds

• We need your feedback on programming the Playgrounds 



Murphy Brothers Playground

A. Existing Conditions | Site Observations  

B. Opportunities + Constraints 

C. Design Studies + Program
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Murphy Brothers Playground
Context
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Murphy Brothers Playground
Open Space within the vicinity
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Murphy Brothers Playground
Aerial

0’ 15’ 30’ 60’



20

Murphy Brothers Playground
Existing Conditions

VISIBILITY 
CHALLENGES DUE TO 
SHAPE OF THE SITE

THIS IS A LONG, 
NARROW SITE

MANY FENCES
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Murphy Brothers Playground
Existing Conditions: Program

EXISTING PROGRAM
• Tim McGinn Baseball Fields (2)             
• Playground (1)   
• Handball courts (2) 
• Basketball court (1)  
• Swing sets (1)   

0’ 15’ 30’ 60’
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Murphy Brothers Playground
Existing Conditions: Program
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EXISTING PROGRAM
• Tim McGinn Baseball Fields (2)             
• Playground (1)   
• Handball courts (2) 
• Basketball court (1)  
• Swing sets (1)   

0’ 15’ 30’ 60’
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Morning - Thursday

SITE VISITS

Morning - Saturday Afternoon - Sunday

Murphy Brothers Playground
Use Observation
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Murphy Brothers Playground
Site Photos
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Murphy Brothers Playground
Site Photos
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Murphy Brothers Playground
Site Photos
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Murphy Brothers Playground
Site Photos
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Murphy Brothers Playground
Existing Conditions



29

Murphy Brothers Playground
Existing Conditions



A. Existing Conditions | Site Observations  

B. Opportunities + Constraints 

C. Design Studies + Program

Murphy Brothers Playground
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Murphy Brothers Playground
Flood Protection Alignment

Flood Wall Alignment

Limit of Work

LEGEND
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Murphy Brothers Playground
Flood Protection Alignment



MURPHY BROTHERS/FDR DRIVE RAMP C
Existing Conditions

12
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Murphy Brothers Playground
Flood Protection Alignment



MURPHY BROTHERS/FDR DRIVE RAMP C
Concept Design July 2016 - Open

13

34

Murphy Brothers Playground
Flood Protection Alignment



MURPHY BROTHERS/FDR DRIVE RAMP C
Concept Design July 2016 - Closing
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Murphy Brothers Playground
Flood Protection Alignment



MURPHY BROTHERS/FDR DRIVE RAMP C
Concept Design July 2016 - Closed
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Murphy Brothers Playground 
Flood Protection Alignment
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Murphy Brothers Playground
Flood Protection Planting Restrictions

Restricted Tree Planting 
Area (15' Offset)

Flood Protection

 

0’ 15’ 30’ 60’

LEGEND



A. Existing Conditions | Site Observations 

B. Opportunities + Constraints 

C. Design Studies + Program

Murphy Brothers Playground



WALL AS PROGRAM
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Murphy Brothers Playground
Design Goals + Opportunities

• Integrate Flood Protection as park of the Park Experience

• Maximize usable space to create destinations for diverse   
 user groups

• Respond to and support community needs through park   
 program

• Create clear sight lines across the park

• Connect park pathways to entry points and amenities
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Murphy Brothers Playground
Programming Studies 

1. Courts and Play
2. Sculpted Play
3. Community Play
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Murphy Brothers Playground
Program Study 1 - Courts and Play

LEGEND
Flood Protection

0’ 15’ 30’ 60’

EXISTING PROGRAM
• Tim McGinn Baseball Fields (2)             
• Playground (1)   
• Handball courts (2) 
• Basketball court (1)  
• Swing sets (1)   
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Murphy Brothers Playground
Program Study 1 - Courts and Play
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Murphy Brothers Playground
Program Study 2 - Sculpted Play

Picnic table

Tall fence (4'+)

Flood Protection
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EXISTING PROGRAM
• Tim McGinn Baseball Fields (2)             
• Playground (1)   
• Handball courts (2) 
• Basketball court (1)  
• Swing sets (1)   
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Murphy Brothers Playground
Program Study 2 - Sculpted Play
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Murphy Brothers Playground
Program Study 3 - Community Play

Picnic table

Tall fence (4'+)

Flood Protection
LEGEND

0’ 15’ 30’ 60’

EXISTING PROGRAM
• Tim McGinn Baseball Fields (2)             
• Playground (1)   
• Handball courts (2) 
• Basketball court (1)  
• Swing sets (1)   
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Murphy Brothers Playground
Program Study 3 - Community Play
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Murphy Brothers Playground
Program Studies

Courts and Play Sculpted Play Community Play

• Baseball Fields    
• Basketball         
• Playgrounds
• Free Play    

• Picnic Areas
• Seating Areas 
• Ornamental Plantings
• Open Lawn

• Other?  



A. Existing Conditions | Site Observations 

B. Opportunities + Constraints 

C. Design Studies + Program

Asser Levy Playground 
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Asser Levy Playground 
Context
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Murphy Brothers Playground
Open Space within the vicinity

East River Park

Stuyvesant Town
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Asser Levy Playground
Aerial
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Asser Levy Playground 
Existing Conditions

ASSER LEVY 
RECREATION CENTER

ASSER LEVY PLAYGROUND 
BENEFITS FROM A 
RECREATION CENTER THAT 
ATTRACTS MANY PEOPLE 
AND HOSTS PROGRAMS
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Asser Levy Playground 
Existing Conditions: Program

EXISTING PROGRAM
• Track and Field (1)  
• Playground (1)   
• Handball Courts (4) 
• Basketball Court (1)  
• Fitness Equipment (2) 
• Badminton Court (1)  
• Swing Sets (1)   
• Table Tennis (2)   
• Shuffleboard (1)  
• Exercise Bars (1) 
• Water Spray Feature (1)

0’ 15’ 30’ 60’
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Asser Levy Playground 
Existing Conditions: Program
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EXISTING PROGRAM
• Track and Field (1)  
• Playground (1)   
• Handball Courts (4) 
• Basketball Court (1)  
• Fitness Equipment (2) 
• Badminton Court (1)  
• Swing Sets (1)   
• Table Tennis (2)   
• Shuffleboard (1)  
• Exercise Bars (1) 
• Water Spray Feature (1)

0’ 15’ 30’ 60’
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Morning - Thursday

SITE VISITS

Morning - Saturday Afternoon - Sunday

Asser Levy Playground 
Use Observation



56

Asser Levy Playground
Site Photos



57

Asser Levy Playground 
Site Photos
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Asser Levy Playground 
Site Photos
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Asser Levy Playground 
Existing Conditions
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Asser Levy Playground 
Existing Conditions



A. Existing Conditions | Site Observations 

B. Opportunities + Constraints 

C. Design Studies + Program

Asser Levy Playground 



VA Hospital Flood Wall
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Asser Levy Playground 
Flood Protection Alignment

Flood Wall Alignment

LEGEND

Limit of Work



ASSER LEVY 
Existing
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Asser Levy Playground 
Flood Protection Alignment



ASSER LEVY 
Final Concept Design July 2016 - Open
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Asser Levy Playground 
Flood Protection Alignment



ASSER LEVY
Final Concept Design July 2016 - Closed
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Asser Levy Playground 
Flood Protection Alignment
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Asser Levy Playground 
Planting Restrictions
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Restricted Tree Planting Area 
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Asser Levy Playground 
Flood Protection Alignment Study

VA Hospital Flood Wall

Flood Wall Alignment

LEGEND

Limit of Work
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Asser Levy Playground 
Planting Restrictions

LEGEND

Restricted Tree Planting Area 
(15' Offset)

Restricted Planting Area    
(Sewer Lines)

Flood Protection

0’ 15’ 30’ 60’



A. Existing Conditions | Site Observations 

B. Opportunities + Constraints 

C. Design Studies + Program

Asser Levy Playground 



WALL AS PROGRAM
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Asser Levy Playground 
Design Goals + Opportunities

• Integrate Flood Protection as park of the Park Experience

• Maximize usable space to create destinations for diverse   
 user groups

• Respond to and support community needs through park   
 program

• Create clear sight lines across the park

• Connect park pathways to entry points and amenities
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Asser Levy Playground
Programming Studies 

1. Courts and Play
2. Play Pockets
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Asser Levy Playground 
Program Study 1 - Courts and Play

LEGEND
Flood Protection

EXISTING PROGRAM
To Remain:
    • Track and Field (1)  
    • Badminton Court (1) 
    • Table Tennis (2)   
For Consideration: 
    • Swing Sets (1)  
    • Shuffleboard (1)  
    • Exercise Bars (1) 
    • Water Spray Feature (1)
    • Playground (1) 
    • Handball Courts (4) 
    • Basketball Court (1) 
    • Fitness Equipment (2) 

0’ 15’ 30’ 60’
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Asser Levy Playground 
Program Study 1 - Courts and Play

0’ 10’ 20’ 40’
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Asser Levy Playground 
Program Study 2 - Play Pockets

LEGEND
Flood Protection

EXISTING PROGRAM
To Remain:
    • Track and Field (1)  
    • Badminton Court (1) 
    • Table Tennis (2)   
For Consideration: 
    • Swing Sets (1)  
    • Shuffleboard (1)  
    • Exercise Bars (1) 
    • Water Spray Feature (1)
    • Playground (1) 
    • Handball Courts (4) 
    • Basketball Court (1) 
    • Fitness Equipment (2) 

0’ 15’ 30’ 60’
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Asser Levy Playground 
Program Study 2 - Play Pockets

0’ 10’ 20’ 40’
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Asser Levy Playground 
Program Study Summary

Courts and Play Play Pockets

• Basketball 
• Handball  
• Climbing Wall
• Picnic Areas      

• Playgrounds
• Free Play   
• Water Play 
• Seating Areas 

• Ornamental Plantings
• Open Lawn
• Other? 



• Who uses these Parks?
• What works? What doesn't work?
• What kinds of program do you want to see?
• Should the two parks be programmed together or separately?
• What age groups should the designs accommodate?
• What is the right balance of active and passive recreation?
• What do you think works well with flood protection considerations?

Park Programming
Break-Out Session
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Park Programming
Break-Out Session

7:00-8:00 Break-Out Group Discussion of Murphy Brothers     
    Playground and Asser Levy Playground Programming

8:00-8:30 Individual Groups Report to Everyone




