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Renewable Diesel Powers Fleet In Summer 2018 
 

By: Keith Kerman 
 
This week, DCAS and the major fleet agencies completed a first demonstration use of 
renewable diesel (RD). This summer, City agencies replaced 950,000 gallons of regular diesel 
fuel with the advanced biofuel. DCAS announced this in a press release, which also 
highlights plans to expand the use of renewable diesel.  
   
Since 2005, NYC Fleet agencies, beginning with Parks and DSNY, have used biodiesel in 
fleet operations. Blends of five to twenty percent biodiesel are now used in all fleet fuel at all 
agencies, including emergency services.  
 
Biofuels are not fossil fuels. They are produced from organic and farm feed-stocks and greatly 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and air quality emissions from vehicles, especially when 
used in conjunction with federally required diesel particulate filters (DPFs), which NYC Fleet 
employs.  

 

  

Biodiesel is produced mostly from soybean oil and is manufactured to ASTM D6751 which is 
specific to biodiesel. Biodiesel has water content and other attributes that make its use easiest 
at blends of 20 percent or less.  
 
Renewable diesel (RD) also comes from feedstocks such as animal fat, tallow, and 
soybean, but is manufactured to the ASTM specification for regular diesel fuel D975. RD is 
produced to operate within trucks and underground fuel tanks comparably to regular diesel, 
enabling a full replacement of diesel fuel as opposed to a blend.   
 
DCAS finalized a demonstration contract in April 2018 to introduce RD and test its operational 
capacities. The fuel in the demonstration contract was supplied by REG which reports the fuel 
was 100% sourced from animal fat and achieved a 65% reduction in carbon emissions. The 
fuel was distributed by the City’s current diesel contract holder Sprague Energy.   
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010mBTuWT7ugEWgay8Z-eutMtV67mWjRSJlp0mUjjWRG7nagiLQhNtCRMGRoUooQxwrhL9pF2nAGcnWxG4hAdjKp8crHXarcUS0neL1RGpOv80WYDI4LrCgwHCW2EgeR9kEvduHxgeMyw6A9QFQhgBdg3ul1wr-wV_Gau6bNcA47B9eIXd-Pm3VNc_5I1x0TuMyC5ljCtNqwAONMFPL4U9YQxiXwuEKVouk_n9_AoirrCIyn5fTY6mjdvp2cDvEEEffPu5PLL8EyRUArwkP6doXzWUzBoekOyIbhF2sYDYZIc=&c=sEKT5Oeqj_63Anqq93Y0vqjSTGoPjwf4CxUCp3B91a8fsBeEIa0s8w==&ch=df6uetFxTwHTRskWHoc4iMmcziio-4Ah15QGurDl0MB641SL7fl90w==


This demonstration project alone constitutes a 25% increase in total annual biofuels use for 
City fleet and buildings in any normal year, and a 45% increase in biofuels use for the City 
fleet alone. This project does not stop there. As part of the demonstration, DCAS will prepare 
a report on the initial implementation and is taking steps to bid a long term citywide 
requirements contract for renewable diesel, to be used in combination with biodiesel, as 
required by Local Law 73 of 2013.   
 
Thanks to all the participating agencies, especially DSNY and Parks, DCAS Procurement, 
Law, and Quality Assurance, the vendors, and everyone who supported this project, one of 
our most critical as part of Mayor de Blasio’s NYC Clean Fleet plan. We look forward to further 
updates as we continue this initiative in FY19. 

 

 

 

  

Check out past editions of the Fleet Newsletter 
 

NYC Fleet Newsletter 242, November 2, 2018: DCAS Finalizes Fleet Technology Contracts  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 241, October 19, 2018: Fleet Spotlight on Carl Chiaramonte, DOC  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 240, October 12, 2018: Fleet Performs in Mayor's Management 
Report (MMR)  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 239, October 5, 2018: Parks Invests in Hybrid Vans  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 238, September 28, 2018: Spotlight on Peter Ortiz, Auto Mechanic, 
Parks  
 

Check out the complete archive.  
 

 

 

  

// CONNECT WITH DCAS TO FOLLOW NYC FLEET // 
 

Facebook | Twitter | Instagram  

Visit us on the web at nyc.gov/DCAS  
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