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Shut It Off! Mayor, Billy Idol Team Up to Stop Vehicle Idling  
 

By: Keith Kerman  
 

At City Hall on February 27, artist 
Billy Idol joined Mayor de Blasio to 
launch a new campaign against 
vehicle idling and the harmful air 
pollution it causes. The campaign 
was developed by NYC DEP.    
 
As the crowd chanted “Shut It Off,” 
the mayor and Billy Idol discussed 
the wasteful and unnecessary 
environmental impacts from vehicle 
idling. 
  
Idling uses a lot of fuel, creates as 

much pollution as driving, and also wears down vehicle engines. Idling for an hour is the 
equivalent of driving 25 to 30 miles. An idling truck or bus can use up to a gallon of fuel an 
hour.  

 

 

 

 

 

If you have to drive, one of the best ways to avoid 
idling is to drive an electric or hybrid vehicle. NYC 
operates 8,000 electric and hybrid fleet units which 
use non-polluting batteries to power vehicles when 
stationary. We are transitioning to hybrid plug-in 
ambulances, hybrid police cars, and start-stop 
technology for waste trucks.  
 
DCAS has also installed telematics on 23,000 fleet 
units so far. Among many benefits, these tracking 
units can provide alerts of unneeded idling.  
 
Idling is against the law in NYC. Vehicles may not 
idle over 3 minutes in general or 1 minute near a 
school or hospital. As part of today’s announcement, 
Mayor de Blasio and DEP Commissioner Vincent 
Sapienza encouraged all New Yorkers to report 
illegal idling through 311 or to file complaints online. 
There is even a financial reward program available. 

 

 

 

 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001HTsLq2h3AkRJ64Rjan7xdzpxu_rASFUpdFCUvwYzP-EMcPwkMnA3mNNYJrp6SZNBIpgMnCdrj0Ckusfg_iviDncKM_gEdj1JcMdz1vZZK2uzKPBMis4Qr4aWWSyswudWFOEBNejDl-IsnFh8iVahew%3D%3D%26c%3Dd7HM_PKWjSoxfimgqqKW59aWm2nQstUup0hcS10iDdCWgWdZVThOsA%3D%3D%26ch%3D5k7eP8TmdkO9PheKF4gGaHf7hb9ngLxRBYCHjzlWz_sl36tZh3fQaQ%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Ctlandsman%40dcas.nyc.gov%7C9dfebf4198414184e67508d7bc66bce5%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637185021751017443&sdata=cr%2FnCsSR%2FjVrkc1b1AoYH7Ek6aG%2FFiMQzSSw0%2FMV3Gw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001HTsLq2h3AkRJ64Rjan7xdzpxu_rASFUpdFCUvwYzP-EMcPwkMnA3mNNYJrp6SZNBIpgMnCdrj0Ckusfg_iviDncKM_gEdj1JcMdz1vZZK2uzKPBMis4Qr4aWWSyswudWFOEBNejDl-IsnFh8iVahew%3D%3D%26c%3Dd7HM_PKWjSoxfimgqqKW59aWm2nQstUup0hcS10iDdCWgWdZVThOsA%3D%3D%26ch%3D5k7eP8TmdkO9PheKF4gGaHf7hb9ngLxRBYCHjzlWz_sl36tZh3fQaQ%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Ctlandsman%40dcas.nyc.gov%7C9dfebf4198414184e67508d7bc66bce5%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637185021751017443&sdata=cr%2FnCsSR%2FjVrkc1b1AoYH7Ek6aG%2FFiMQzSSw0%2FMV3Gw%3D&reserved=0


You can learn more at the link below: 
www1.nyc.gov/site/dep/environment/idling-citizens-air-complaint-program.page  
 
We are asking all NYC fleet operators to follow Billy Idol’s lead. Get involved and never 
idle! Our vehicles are among the most visible in the city and we need to set the example.   
Congratulations to everyone involved with today’s announcement, particularly Michael 
DeLoach and Jackie Lachman of DEP. 

 

 

 

  

Check out past editions of the Fleet Newsletter  
 

NYC Fleet Newsletter 293, February 20, 2020: Slow Down and Buckle Up!  
 
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 292, February 13, 2020: Honoring Motor Vehicle Operator Gerald 
“Gerry” Buchanan Sr., NYPD  

 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 291, February 6, 2020: Partnering Overseas to Improve Fleet at 
Home  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 290, January 28, 2020: Case Study: NYC Clean Fleet Transition Plan 
and DEP Fleet  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 289, January 16, 2020: NYC Fleet Spotlight: DOC Mechanical 
Supervisor Victor Maineri  
 
 

Check out the complete archive.  
 

 

 

  

// CONNECT WITH DCAS TO FOLLOW NYC FLEET // 

    

Visit us on the web at nyc.gov/DCAS  
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