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There are two vacant seats in the Council pending the swearing-in of the 
respective certified winners of the November 2015 General Elections to be held in 
the 23rd and 51st Council Districts. 

 

The Public Advocate (Ms. James) assumed the Chair as the Acting President Pro 

Tempore and Presiding Officer. 

 

After consulting with the City Clerk and Clerk of the Council (Mr. McSweeney), 

the presence of a quorum was announced by the Public Advocate (Ms. James). 

 

There were 45 Council Members marked present at this Stated Meeting held in 
the Council Chambers of City Hall, New York, N.Y. 

 

INVOCATION 

 

The Invocation was delivered by His Eminence Timothy Michael Cardinal 

Dolan, Archbishop of New York, 1011 First Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022. 

 

Our prayers for your guidance,  

Dear God and Father of us all,  

are the more fervent today  

as we are united with our Jewish neighbors  

during their holy days  

as we sense the change in nature,  

with autumn arriving reminding us  

of that cycle of life and death  

over which your providence is sovereign,  

and as we prepared to welcome Pope Francis  

to this city we love and which we are grateful  

to call our earthly home.  

I would ask you humbly to inspire  

this distinguished body of elected civic leaders  

as they tend to the sacred tasks  

of promoting and protecting the common good.  

Might the upcoming visit of the Holy Father  

remind us of the eternal values  

he so prophetically preaches,  

values embedded in the very fabric  

of our country and our beloved city,  

a respect for the dignity of the human person,  

and the sacredness of human life.  

With special compassion for those forgotten,  

excluded or marginalized in any way,  

suffering, unfairly judged or ill-treated.  
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We make our own the prayer of the Jewish psalmist,  

"God is our refuge and strength,  

a very present help in trouble.  

Therefore, we will not fear  

though the earth should change.  

There is a river whose streams  

make glad the City of God,  

the Holy Habitation of the Most High.  

God is in the midst of His city.  

It shall not be moved.  

May the better angels of our nature triumph  

and be reaffirmed in these revered chambers,  

you who live and reign forever and ever.  

Amen.  

 

On behalf of Council Member Lancman, the Public Advocate (Ms. James) 

moved to spread the Invocation in full upon the Record. 

 

 

During the Communication from the Speaker segment of this Meeting, the 

Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito) asked for a Moment of Silence in memory 

of the following individuals: 

 

Former Queens Council Member Al Stabile died on August 29, 2015 at the age 

of 68. Council Member Stabile, a Vietnam War veteran, served in the Council from 

1994 to 2001 and represented the district now served by Council Member Eric 

Ulrich.  He is survived by his daughter, Connie, and two grandchildren. 

 

Idrissa Camara, 53, was a security guard who was killed in an August 21, 2015 

shooting at a nearby Federal building in lower Manhattan.  The Speaker (Council 

Member Mark-Viverito) reminded those assembled of the risks that the city’s 

dedicated security officers take every day in helping to keep New Yorkers safe. She 

offered her thoughts and prayers to the Camara family.   

 

* * * 

 

ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

 

On behalf of Council Member Lancman, the Public Advocate (Ms. James) 

moved that the Minutes of the Stated Meetings of July 23, 2015 and August 13, 2015 

be adopted as printed. 
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MESSAGES & PAPERS FROM THE MAYOR 

 

Preconsidered M-333 

Communication from the Mayor - Submitting the name of Shampa Chanda, a 

resident of Queens, for appointment as a member of the New York City 

Board of Standards and Appeals pursuant to §§ 31 and § 659 of the New 

York City Charter. 

 

September 2, 2015 

 

The Honorable Melissa Mark-Viverito 

Speaker 

New York City Council 

City Hall 

New York, New York 10007 

 

Dear Speaker Mark-Viverito: 

 

Pursuant to Sections 31 and 659 of the New York City Charter, I am pleased to 

present the name of Shampa Chanda to the City Council for advice and consent in 

anticipation of her appointment to the New York City Board of Standards and 

Appeals. 

When appointed, Ms. Chanda will serve for a six-year term expiring on October 

6, 2021. 

I send my thanks to you and all Council members for reviewing this Board of 

Standards and Appeals appointment. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Bill de Blasio  

Mayor 

 

Referred to the Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections. 
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PETITIONS & COMMUNICATIONS 

 

 

Preconsidered M-334 

Helen Arteaga, Council candidate for designation and subsequent appointment 

by the Mayor to the New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation 

Board of Directors, pursuant to section 7384 of the Unconsolidated Laws of 

the State of New York. 

 

(For text, please refer to the City Hall Library at 31 Chambers Street, Suite 

112, New York, N.Y. 10007) 

 

Referred to the Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections. 

 

Preconsidered M-335 

Arva R. Rice, Candidate for re-appointment by the Council to the New York 

City Equal Employment Practices Commission pursuant to § 830 of the 

New York City Charter. 

 

(For text, please refer to the City Hall Library at 31 Chambers Street, Suite 

112, New York, N.Y. 10007) 

 

Referred to the Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections. 

 

LAND USE CALL UPS 

 

M-336 

By Council Member Barron: 

 

Pursuant to Rule 11.20(c) of the Council Rules and Section 197-d(b)(3) of the 

New York City Charter, the Council hereby resolves that the action of the 

City Planning Commission on Uniform Land Use Review Procedure 

(ULURP) application no. C 150318 PQK be subject to Council review. 

 

Coupled on Call-Up Vote. 

 

M-337 

By Council Member Chin: 

 

Pursuant to Rule 11.20(b) of the Council and §20-226 or §20-225 of the New 

York City Administrative Code, the Council resolves that the action of the 

Department of Consumer Affairs approving an unenclosed sidewalk café 
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located at 221 West Broadway, Borough of Manhattan, Community Board 

No. 1, Application No. 20165108 TCM shall be subject to review by the 

Council. 

 

Coupled on Call-Up Vote. 

 

M-338 

By Council Member Johnson: 

 

Pursuant to Rule 11.20(b) of the Council and §20-226 or §20-225 of the New 

York City Administrative Code, the Council resolves that the action of the 

Department of Consumer Affairs approving an unenclosed sidewalk café 

located at 356 West 44th Street, Borough of Manhattan, Community Board 

No. 3, Application No. 20165009 TCM shall be subject to review by the 

Council. 

 

Coupled on Call-Up Vote. 

 

 

LAND USE CALL UP VOTE 

 

The Public Advocate (Ms. James) put the question whether the Council would 

agree with and adopt such motions which were decided in the affirmative by the 

following vote: 

 

Affirmative – Arroyo, Barron, Cabrera, Chin, Constantinides, Cornegy, 

Crowley, Cumbo, Deutsch, Dromm, Espinal, Eugene, Ferreras-Copeland, Garodnick, 

Gentile, Gibson, Greenfield, Johnson, Kallos, King, Koo, Koslowitz, Lancman, 

Lander, Levin, Levine, Maisel, Mealy, Menchaca, Mendez, Miller, Reynoso, 

Richards, Rodriguez, Rose, Rosenthal, Torres, Treyger, Ulrich, Vacca, Vallone, 

Wills, Matteo, Van Bramer, and the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito) – 45. 

 

At this point, the Public Advocate (Ms. James) declared the aforementioned 

items adopted and referred these items to the Committee on Land Use and to the 

appropriate Land Use subcommittee. 

 

During the Communication from the Speaker segment of the Meeting, the 

Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito) acknowledged and welcomed former 

Speaker Peter F. Vallone, Sr. to the Chambers. She also thanked Cardinal Dolan for 

delivering the Invocation on the eve of the visit of Pope Francis to New York City. 

Also during this segment of the Meeting, the Speaker (Council Member Mark-

Viverito) acknowledged and welcomed members of Kia Gregory’s class from the 

Columbia School of Journalism who were seated upstairs in the balcony of the 

Chambers. 
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REPORTS OF THE STANDING COMMITTEES 

 

Report of the Committee on Environmental Protection 

 

Report for Int. No. 850-A 

Report of the Committee on Environmental Protection in favor of approving 

and adopting, as amended, a Local Law to amend the administrative code 

of the city of New York, in relation to the use of air conditioning systems. 

 

The Committee on Environmental Protection, to which the annexed amended 

proposed local law was referred on July 23, 2015 (Minutes, page 2941), respectfully 

 

REPORTS: 

 

Introduction 

 

On September 16, 2015, the Committee on Environmental Protection, chaired by 

Council Member Costa Constantinides, will hold a vote on Proposed Int. No. 850-A-

2015, A Local Law to amend the Administrative Code of the city of New York, in 

relation to the use of air conditioning systems.  The Committee previously held a 

hearing on this bill on September 8, 2015. 

 

Background 
 

In the summer of 1882, workers at the Edison Electric Illuminating Company for 

the first time threw the switches on a set of generators at a power station in Lower 

Manhattan, lighting 800 lamps in a 50-square block area of the Financial District, 

establishing the world’s first centralized electric generation and distribution system.1  

Today, New York City’s electrical grid serves more than 3 million customers, 

including 250,000 businesses and 8.3 million people.  These customers consume 

about 1.4% of all electricity produced in the country, and the grid holds peak loads of 

over 11,000 megawatts (MW) - twice as much as the next largest city, Los Angeles.2   

There are 24 electricity generating power plants located within or directly 

connected to New York City. These plants have the capacity to generate more than 

10,000 MW of power, enough to meet 86% of the city’s peak demand (“peak 

demand” is the highest level of electricity demanded by customers). However, 

ordinarily, only a limited number of these “in-city” power plants operate because 

roughly 50% of the city’s power needs are usually met by cheaper sources of 

 
1New York City Mayor’s Office, “New York City’s Pathways to Deep Carbon Reductions,” page 50, 

available at http://s-media.nyc.gov/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/nyc_pathways.pdf 
2New York City Mayor’s Office, “A Stronger, More Resilient New York,” Chapter on “Utilities,” page 

108, available at 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/sirr/downloads/pdf/final_report/Ch_6_Utilities_FINAL_singles.pdf 

http://s-media.nyc.gov/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/nyc_pathways.pdf
http://www.nyc.gov/html/sirr/downloads/pdf/final_report/Ch_6_Utilities_FINAL_singles.pdf
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electricity imported from Upstate New York and New Jersey.  In other words, for 

most of the year roughly half of the city’s electricity needs are met by the most-

efficient in-city power plants and half of the needs are met by out-of-city sources of 

electricity.  The full fleet of in-city power plants operates only during periods of peak 

demand, which typically occur during summer heat waves when temperatures rise 

and air conditioner usage soars.   

The in-city power plants are fueled mainly by natural gas, with many also having 

the ability to burn fuel oil.  These plants are all located along the waterfront with 

more than half concentrated in Astoria and Long Island City, Queens.  Most of the 

in-city plants are over 40 years old and are equipped with technology that has a lower 

efficiency and larger air emissions impact than modern plants.3  According to 

testimony presented by the Mayor’s Office of Long Term Planning and Sustainability 

to the City Council in 2008, during periods of peak demand, the electrical grid is 

strained and the oldest, least efficient in-city power plants must operate in order to 

meet the city’s power demand.  Compared to newer plants, the older plants require 

30% to 60% more fuel, making them more expensive to run (for example, in 2008 

dollars, it cost $74 to produce 1 MW from a newer power plant compared to $250 to 

produce 1 MW from the oldest power plant).  Additionally, the oldest power plants 

release 140% more carbon dioxide and several times more air pollutants than newer 

plants.4 

In 2013, the New York Independent System Operator forecasted that energy 

demand in the city would grow at a rate of .49% annually for the next decade. While 

the growth of total energy consumption is projected to remain slow, growth in peak 

demand has grown at a more significant rate of 1.1% annually.5 This means, the 

amount of electricity that the city requires during summer peak periods is greater 

each year.  Additionally, as global climate change progresses, summers are projected 

to get hotter, which will further increase demand for air conditioning and growth in 

peak demand can be expected to continue.6  The New York City Panel on Climate 

Change (NYCPCC) projects that by the 2050s heat waves are likely to increase in 

frequency, intensity and duration.7 NYCPCC projections indicate that the city may 

experience 3 to 4 heat waves per year by the 2020s and 5 to 7 heat waves per year by 

the 2050s, an increase from today’s average of 2.   

Heat waves impact the city’s electrical grid more frequently than any other type 

of weather event.  In 2006, for example a heat wave triggered an electrical outage in 

Long Island City resulting in the loss of power to over 100,000 customers, some for 

over a week.8  Heat waves cause issues for the electrical grid in two ways. First, the 

very temperatures that occur during a heat wave strain electricity generating and 

 
3“A Stronger, More Resilient New York.”  
4Testimony of Ariella Maron, Deputy Director of the New York City Mayor’s Office of Long Term 

Planning & Sustainability, presented to the New York City Council’s Committee on Environmental 

Protection on  August 14, 2008, available at 

file:///C:/Users/wmurray/Downloads/Hearing%20Testimony%2081408%20(3).PDF  
5“New York City’s Pathways to Deep Carbon Reductions” 
6“New York City’s Pathways to Deep Carbon Reductions”   
7 New York City Panel on Climate Change, “Climate Risk Information 2013.” 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/planyc2030/downloads/pdf/npcc_climate_risk_information_2013_report.pdf  
8Maria Newman, New York Times, “Blackout in Queens Affects Many More Than Estimated,” available 

at http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/21/nyregion/21cnd-power.html?pagewanted=all  

../../../../../../../wmurray/Downloads/Hearing%20Testimony%2081408%20(3).PDF
http://www.nyc.gov/html/planyc2030/downloads/pdf/npcc_climate_risk_information_2013_report.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/21/nyregion/21cnd-power.html?pagewanted=all
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distribution equipment, itself. Second, heat waves lead to a sizeable increase in air 

conditioner usage and thus a jump in electricity demand.9  These issues can lead to 

the failure of electrical grid equipment and, in severe cases, cascading disturbances 

across the grid system.  

Commercial, residential, institutional and industrial buildings account for up to 

94% of the electricity consumed by the city.   The use of electricity in buildings not 

only impacts the reliability of the electrical grid and the cost of electricity in the city, 

it also impacts the environment.  The city’s more than one million buildings are 

responsible for approximately 70% of citywide greenhouse gas emissions, and 

approximately 47% of emissions from buildings are attributable to electricity 

consumption.10  Of total emissions generated by the building sector, residential 

buildings account for 48%, commercial buildings 29%, industrial buildings 11%, and 

institutional buildings account for 12%.11  Of emissions from the city’s commercial 

buildings – the category of buildings that Proposed Int. No. 850-A addresses – 58% 

are due to electricity consumption, 12   to power things like lighting, mechanical 

equipment, air conditioners and plug loads.  

 

Local Law 38 of 2008 

 

In 2008 – subsequent to a significant heat-wave-induced power outage in 200613 

and amid reports14,15 that it was common practice for commercial establishments and 

businesses to leave doors open on hot days allowing their air conditioned 

environment to escape onto the sidewalk in an attempt to lure in pedestrians – the 

City Council passed and Mayor Michael Bloomberg signed Local Law 38 of 2008.  

Local Law 38 prohibits commercial establishments from leaving their doors open 

while air conditioners or central cooling systems are on. The law currently applies to 

all commercial buildings and all retail stores, except those that occupy less than four 

thousand square feet of retail or wholesale space, unless the small store is a chain 

store (defined as five or more stores located within New York that engage in the 

same general field of business).  Violators of this law are subject to written warnings 

for a first violation, a civil penalty of $200 for a second violation, and $400 per 

subsequent violation.  When it was passed, the stated intent of this legislation was to 

 
9 “A Stronger, More Resilient New York,” Chapter on “Utilities 
10 New York City Mayor’s Office of Long-Term Planning and Sustainability, “Inventory of New York 

City Greenhouse Gas Emissions – November 2014,” available at 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/planyc/downloads/pdf/NYC_GHG_Inventory_2014.pdf   
11 New York City Mayor’s Office, “New York City’s Pathways to Deep Carbon Reductions,”  available 

at  http://s-media.nyc.gov/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/nyc_pathways.pdf 
12 Id. 
13 Robert McFadden, New York Times, “Power Failure Lingers as Storm Slows Repairs,” available at 

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/23/nyregion/23astoria.html?hp&ex=1153713600&en=a4e1f36f05181

e0c&ei=5094&partner=homepage 
14Clyde Haberman, New York Times, “When Shops Keep Doors Agape, Think of Cold Air at $140 a 

Barrel,” available at 

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/06/17/nyregion/17nyc.html?_r=1&scp=1&sq=clyde%20haberman%20air

%20conditioning&st=cse&oref=slogin 
15Ken Belson, New York Times, “Doors Open, Air-Conditioning On? Fines Coming,” available at 

http://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/08/12/doors-open-air-conditioning-on-fines-coming/ 

  

http://www.nyc.gov/html/planyc/downloads/pdf/NYC_GHG_Inventory_2014.pdf
http://s-media.nyc.gov/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/nyc_pathways.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/23/nyregion/23astoria.html?hp&ex=1153713600&en=a4e1f36f05181e0c&ei=5094&partner=homepage
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/23/nyregion/23astoria.html?hp&ex=1153713600&en=a4e1f36f05181e0c&ei=5094&partner=homepage
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/06/17/nyregion/17nyc.html?_r=1&scp=1&sq=clyde%20haberman%20air%20conditioning&st=cse&oref=slogin
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/06/17/nyregion/17nyc.html?_r=1&scp=1&sq=clyde%20haberman%20air%20conditioning&st=cse&oref=slogin
http://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/08/12/doors-open-air-conditioning-on-fines-coming/


September 17, 2015  

 

3200 

conserve energy, reduce peak power demands during periods of hot weather and 

limit environmental pollution and local contributions to global climate change.16   

The City’s Department of Consumer Affairs (DCA) is responsible for enforcing 

Local Law 38. In 2009, DCA issued its first written warnings to violators of the law 

and in 2010 DCA imposed its first civil penalties.17  However, in 2015, press reports 

have suggested that some businesses in the city are flagrantly violating this law - 

some while emphasizing their business’ environmental consciousness in marketing 

tools – and that the city has issued few financial penalties for such violations.  

According to one news report, which cites DCA data, between 2009 and 2014 the 

city issued 489 warnings and 32 fines to violators of Local Law 38.18  According to 

data available on the city’s Open Data Portal, between 2010 and the present the city 

has issued 50 violations to businesses for having an “exterior door open while AC or 

central cooling system is in operation.”  All of the penalties imposed were for $200 

each (indicating that these cases were repeat violators), except for one $400 penalty 

imposed.  All violations over the course of these years were issued on a total of 19 

different days.19  Recently, DCA has launched a “Shut the Front Door Campaign” to 

coordinate public education and outreach letting store owners know they must shut 

their doors while air conditioners or central cooling systems are on.20   

 

Summary of Proposed Int. No. 850-A-2015 

 

Proposed Int. No. 850-A-2015 amends Section 20-910 of the administrative code 

of the city of New York, amending the definitions section to make the style more 

consistent.  The bill also amends the definitions section by adding a definition for the 

term “Window”, deleting the definition of “Small store” and deleting language from 

the definition of “commercial building or structure” such that small stores will no 

longer be exempt from this law.  The bill amends Section 20-910 such that, in 

addition to “doors”, persons shall be prohibited from having any “window” open 

while operating an air conditioner or central cooling system, with few exceptions.   

The bill amends subdivision d to allow notices of violations to be returned to any 

adjudicating tribunal authorized by the department.  The bill amends subdivision e so 

that prior to June 1, 2016 any person who violated this law will be liable for an 

increased penalty of $250 per second violation, $500 for a third violation and any 

subsequent violations, and $500 for a second violation and $1000 for a third and any 

subsequent violations when the violation occurs at a store that is part of a chain of 

 
16New York City Local Law 38 of 2008, “Legislative findings and intent” section, available at 

http://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=445813&GUID=BDA4083F-208A-44A2-

8CC3-23E8C3A8F77E&Options=ID|Text|&Search 
17Andrew Boryga, New York Times, “9 Stores Fined for Propping Doors Open,” available at 

http://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/07/08/9-stores-fined-for-propping-doors-open/  
18Chris Glorioso, Fred Mamoun, Jennifer Marshall, NBC News, “I-Team: Big Name Eco-friendly NYC 

Stores Waste Air Conditioning Despite Law,” available at 

http://www.nbcnewyork.com/investigations/Air-Conditioning-Waste-New-York-City-Fifth-Avenue-

Stores-Environment-317876551.html  
19New York City’s open data portal, “ECB Notive of Violations” data set. Raw data available at: 

https://data.cityofnewyork.us/City-Government/ECB-Notice-of-Violations/y6h5-jvss   
20New York City’s “Shut the Front Door Campaign,” website available at http://www1.nyc.gov/nyc-

resources/service/5140/shut-the-front-door-campaign 

http://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=445813&GUID=BDA4083F-208A-44A2-8CC3-23E8C3A8F77E&Options=ID|Text|&Search
http://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=445813&GUID=BDA4083F-208A-44A2-8CC3-23E8C3A8F77E&Options=ID|Text|&Search
http://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/07/08/9-stores-fined-for-propping-doors-open/
http://www.nbcnewyork.com/investigations/Air-Conditioning-Waste-New-York-City-Fifth-Avenue-Stores-Environment-317876551.html
http://www.nbcnewyork.com/investigations/Air-Conditioning-Waste-New-York-City-Fifth-Avenue-Stores-Environment-317876551.html
https://data.cityofnewyork.us/City-Government/ECB-Notice-of-Violations/y6h5-jvss
http://www1.nyc.gov/nyc-resources/service/5140/shut-the-front-door-campaign
http://www1.nyc.gov/nyc-resources/service/5140/shut-the-front-door-campaign
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stores.  The bill provides that beginning June 1, 2016 penalties for violations will be 

$250 for a first time violation and $500 for a second and subsequent violations, and 

that when a violation occurs in a store that is part of a chain of stores the penalty will 

be $500 for the first violation and $1000 for any second and subsequent violations.  

Finally, the bill requires every store that is part of a chain to post on each door a 

notice stating that violations of this law may be reported to 311. 

 

Changes to Proposed Int. No. 850-A-2015 

 

 Language was added to clarify that this law will apply to any “portion” of a 

building or structure that is classified in occupancy group B or M in accordance with 

section BC 301 of the building code. 

 

 The date on or after which first-time violations of the law will result in a 

civil penalty was moved later, to July 2016. 

 

 

(The following is the text of the Fiscal Impact Statement for Int. No. 850-A:) 

 

 

 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF NEW YORK 

FINANCE DIVISION 

LATONIA MCKINNEY, 

DIRECTOR 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

 

PROPOSED INTRO. NO. 850-A 

 

COMMITTEE: 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION   

TITLE: A Local Law to amend the 

administrative code of the city of New York, 

in relation to the use of air conditioning 

systems 

 

SPONSORS: Council Members 

Constantinides and Richards, (in 

conjunction with the Mayor) 

SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION: Existing law requires that businesses in 

commercial spaces larger than 4,000 square feet, or any business that have five or 

more stores located in the City, keep their doors closed while running their air 

conditioning. Proposed Intro. No. 850-A would expand the law to cover all 

commercial spaces, regardless of size or number of stores, and require that windows, 

as well as doors, must be shut while air conditioners are in operation. The law would 

create an exception for windows that are being used to serve food or beverages or 

doors and windows in an emergency situation.  It would also require that stores 
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which are part of a chain, defined as five or more stores located in the City, post a 

notice on each door stating that violations may be reported to 311. Lastly, this 

legislation would create new civil penalties for violations and makes amendments to 

current civil penalties.   

 

EFFECTIVE DATE: This local law would take effect immediately, except that the 

subdivision that requires the posting of notices, would take effect 30 days after it 

becomes law. 

FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH FULL FISCAL IMPACT ANTICIPATED: Fiscal 2017 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT: 

 
Effective 

FY16 

FY Succeeding 

Effective FY17 

Full Fiscal Impact 

FY17 

Revenues (+) $0 $0 $0 

Expenditures (-) $400,000 $250,000 $250,000 

Net $0 $0 $0 

 

IMPACT ON REVENUES: Although this legislation contemplates the imposition of 

civil penalties, the Council assumes compliance with legislation and therefore 

estimates that there would be no impact on revenues resulting from the enactment of 

this legislation. 

 

IMPACT ON EXPENDITURES: Expenditures are expected to be approximately 

$400,000 in Fiscal 2016 and $250,000 in Fiscal 2017 and the outyears for personal 

services (PS) and other than personal services (OTPS) related to mailings in 

notifying individuals of the changes in the law. 

 

SOURCE OF FUNDS TO COVER ESTIMATED COSTS: N/A 

 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION:   New York City Council Finance Division  

Mayor’s Office of City Legislative Affairs  

New York City Department of 

Community Affairs  

                                             

ESTIMATE PREPARED BY: Jonathan K. Seltzer, Legislative Financial Analyst 

  



  September 17, 2015 

 

3203 

 

ESTIMATE REVIEWED BY: Nathan Toth, Deputy Director, Finance Division  

Rebecca Chasan, Assistant Counsel, Finance 

Division 

    Tanisha Edwards, Chief Counsel, Finance Division 

     

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:  This legislation was introduced to the Council as Intro. 

No. 850 on July 23, 2015 and referred to the Committee on Environmental 

Protection. The Committee considered the legislation at a hearing on September 8, 

2015 and the legislation was laid over. The legislation was subsequently amended 

and the amended legislation, Proposed Intro. No. 850-A, will be considered by the 

Committee on September 16, 2015. Upon a successful vote by the Committee, 

Proposed Intro. No. 850-A will be submitted to the full Council for a vote on 

September 17, 2015.  

DATE PREPARED:  September 11, 2015  

 

Accordingly, this Committee recommends its adoption, as amended. 

 

(The following is the text of Int. No. 850-A:) 

 

Int. No. 850-A 

By Council Members Constantinides, Richards, Williams, Chin, Miller, Kallos, 

Lander and Rosenthal (in conjunction with the Mayor). 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to the use of air conditioning systems. 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section 1.  Section 20-910 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as 

added by local law number 38 for the year 2008, is amended to read as follows: 

§ 20-910 Air conditioning prohibitions. a. For the purposes of this section, the 

following terms shall have the following meanings: 

[1. "Chain of stores" shall mean] Chain of stores. The term “chain of stores” 
means five or more stores located within the city of New York that are engaged in 

the same general field of business and conduct business under the same business 

name or operate under common ownership or management or pursuant to a franchise 

agreement with the same franchisor. 

[2. "Commercial building or structure" shall mean an] Commercial building or 
structure. The term “commercial building or structure” means a building or 

structure, or a portion thereof, classified in accordance with section BC 302 of the 

New York city building code in occupancy group B or M[, except that such term 

shall not include a small store]. 
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[3. "Door" shall mean] Door. The term “door” means any door used to close off 

any exterior entrance to a commercial building or structure and that when open 

allows for the co-mingling of indoor and outdoor air, but shall not include doors that 

(i) adjoin indoor seating areas where food or beverages are served and link such 

areas to outdoor space or outdoor seating areas, or (ii) allow for direct table service 

of food or beverages to outdoor seating areas during times when servers are actively 

engaged in serving such areas. 

[4. "Person" shall mean] Person. The term “person” means (i) with respect to 

the portion of a commercial building or structure that is a retail or wholesale 

establishment that sells goods or provides services to consumers, the owner or lessee 

of such establishment; and (ii) with respect to any other portion of a commercial 

building or structure, the record owner or lessee of such building or structure. 

Window. The term “window” means any window used to close off any exterior 
opening to a commercial building or structure and that when open allows for the co-
mingling of indoor and outdoor air, but shall not include windows that allow for 
direct service of food or beverages to outdoor space during times when servers are 
actively engaged in serving customers present in such space. 

[5. "Small store" shall mean a retail or wholesale establishment that sells goods 

or provides services to consumers and occupies under four thousand square feet of 

retail or wholesale space, excluding storage space, and is not one of a chain of 

stores.] 

b. Except as provided in subdivision c of this section, it shall be unlawful to keep 

open any exterior door or window of a commercial building or structure while an air 

conditioner or central cooling system is operating that cools the area adjacent to such 

door or window, except as needed to permit the ingress and egress of people and the 

delivery and shipping of goods. 

c. The provisions of this section shall not apply when an emergency situation 

exists that requires an exterior door or window to be kept open. 

d. The department shall have the authority to enforce the provisions of 

subdivision b of this section. A proceeding to recover any civil penalty prescribed by 

subdivision e of this section shall be commenced by the service of a notice of 

violation, which shall be returnable to the environmental control board or to any 
tribunal authorized to adjudicate notices of violation issued by the department. The 

environmental control board or such tribunal shall have the power to impose any 

civil penalty prescribed by subdivision e of this section. 

e. [Any] (i) Prior to July 1, 2016, any person who violates this section shall 

receive a written warning for the first violation, and shall be liable for a civil penalty 

in the amount of two hundred fifty dollars for each open door or window for a second 

violation within an eighteen month period and [four] five hundred dollars for each 

open door or window for any third and subsequent violation within an eighteen 

month period, except that such person shall be liable for a civil penalty in the 
amount of five hundred dollars for each open door or window for a second violation 
within an eighteen month period and one thousand dollars for each open door or 
window for any third and subsequent violation within an eighteen month period if the 
violation occurs at a store that is part of a chain of stores.  
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(ii) On and after July 1, 2016, any person who violates this section shall be 
liable for a civil penalty in the amount of two hundred fifty dollars for each open 
door or window for the first violation and five hundred dollars for each open door or 
window for any second and subsequent violation within an eighteen month period, 
except that such person shall be liable for a civil penalty in the amount of five 
hundred dollars for each open door or window for the first violation and one 
thousand dollars for each open door or window for any second and subsequent 
violation within an eighteen month period if the violation occurs at a store that is 
part of a chain of stores. 

(iii) All violations issued prior to July 1, 2016, shall continue to count toward 
the cumulative total of violations issued to a person for the purpose of assessing the 
amount of a civil penalty under paragraph (i) or (ii) of this subdivision. 

f. Every store that is part of a chain of stores shall conspicuously post on each 
door a notice that states that violations of this section may be reported to 311. Such 
notice must be in the form and must contain the content as provided by the 
commissioner on the department’s website.  

§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately, except that subdivision f of section 

20-910 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by section 1 of 

this local law, takes effect 30 days after it becomes law. 

 

COSTA G. CONSTANTINIDES, Chairperson; STEPHEN T. LEVIN, 

DONOVAN J. RICHARDS, RORY I. LANCMAN, ERIC A. ULRICH; Committee 

on Environmental Protection, September 16, 2015. 

 

On motion of the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito), and adopted, the 

foregoing matter was coupled as a General Order for the day (see ROLL CALL ON 

GENERAL ORDERS FOR THE DAY). 

 

 

Report of the Committee on Finance 

 

 

At this point the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito) announced that the 

following items had been preconsidered by the Committee on Finance and had been 

favorably reported for adoption. 

 

Report for Res. No. 846 

Report of the Committee on Finance in favor of approving the new designation 

and changes in the designation of certain organizations to receive funding in 

the Expense Budget. 

 

The Committee on Finance, to which the annexed preconsidered resolution was 

referred on September 17, 2015, respectfully 
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REPORTS: 

 

Introduction. The Council of the City of New York (the “Council”) annually 

adopts the City’s budget covering expenditures other than for capital projects (the 

“expense budget”) pursuant to Section 254 of the Charter. On June 26, 2015, the 

Council adopted the expense budget for fiscal year 2016 with various programs and 

initiatives (the “Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget”). On June 26, 2014, the Council 

adopted the expense budget for fiscal year 2015 with various programs and initiatives 

(the “Fiscal 2015 Expense Budget”). On June 27, 2013, the Council adopted the 

expense budget for fiscal year 2014 with various programs and initiatives (the “Fiscal 

2014 Expense Budget”).  

 

Analysis. This Resolution, dated September 17, 2015, approves the new 

designation and changes in the designation of certain organizations receiving local, 

aging, and youth discretionary funding and funding for certain initiatives in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, approves the new designation and 

changes in the designation of certain organizations receiving local, aging, and youth 

discretionary funding and funding for certain initiatives in accordance with the Fiscal 

2015 Expense Budget, and amends the description for the Description/Scope of 

Services of certain organizations receiving local, aging, and youth discretionary 

funding and funding for certain initiatives in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 

Expense Budget, certain organizations receiving local discretionary funding in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2015 Expense Budget, and certain organizations receiving 

local discretionary funding in accordance with the Fiscal 2014 Expense Budget.  

 

In an effort to continue to make the budget process more transparent, the Council 

is providing a list setting forth new designations and/or changes in the designation of 

certain organizations receiving local, aging, and youth discretionary funding and 

funding for certain initiatives in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, 

and local, aging, and youth discretionary funding and funding for certain initiatives 

in accordance with the Fiscal 2015 Expense Budget, as well as amendments to the 

Description/Scope of Services of certain organizations receiving local, aging, and 

youth discretionary funding and funding for certain initiatives in accordance with the 

Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, certain organizations receiving local discretionary 

funding in accordance with the Fiscal 2015 Expense Budget, and certain 

organizations receiving local discretionary funding in accordance with the Fiscal 

2014 Expense Budget. 

 

This Resolution sets forth the new designation and changes in the designation of 

certain organizations receiving local initiative funding pursuant to the Fiscal 2016 

Expense Budget, as described in Chart 1; sets forth the new designation and changes 

in the designation of certain organizations receiving aging discretionary funding 

pursuant to the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as described in Chart 2; sets forth the 

new designation and changes in the designation of certain organizations receiving 

youth discretionary funding pursuant to the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as 

described in Chart 3; sets forth the new designation and changes in the designation of 

funding pursuant to certain initiatives in the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as 
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described in Charts 4-33; sets forth the new designation and changes in the 

designation of certain organizations receiving local initiative funding pursuant to the 

Fiscal 2015 Expense Budget, as described in Chart 34; sets forth a change in the 

designation of a certain organization receiving aging discretionary funding pursuant 

to the Fiscal 2015 Expense Budget, as described in Chart 35; sets forth a change in 

the designation of a certain organization receiving youth discretionary funding 

pursuant to the Fiscal 2015 Expense Budget, as described in Chart 36; sets forth the 

changes in the designation of funding pursuant to certain initiatives in the Fiscal 

2015 Expense Budget, as described in Chart 37-38; amends the description for the 

Description/Scope of Services for certain organizations receiving local, aging, and 

youth discretionary funding and funding for certain initiatives in accordance with the 

Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as described in Chart 39; amends the description for the 

Description/Scope of Services for certain organizations receiving local discretionary 

funding in accordance with the Fiscal 2015 Expense Budget, as described in Chart 

40; and amends the description for the Description/Scope of Services for certain 

organizations receiving local discretionary funding in accordance with the Fiscal 

2014 Expense Budget, as described in Chart 41. 

 

The charts, attached to the Resolution, contain the following information: name 

of the council member(s) designating the organization to receive funding or name of 

the initiative, as set forth in Adjustments Summary/Schedule C/Fiscal 2016 Expense 

Budget, dated June 26, 2015, Adjustments Summary/Schedule C/Fiscal 2015 

Expense Budget, dated June 26, 2014, and Adjustments Summary/Schedule C/Fiscal 

2014 Expense Budget, dated June 27, 2013. 

 

Specifically, Chart 1 sets forth the new designation and changes in the 

designation of certain organizations receiving local discretionary funding in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget. Some of these changes will be 

effectuated upon a budget modification. 

 

Chart 2 sets forth the new designation and changes in the designation of certain 

organizations receiving aging discretionary funding in accordance with the Fiscal 

2016 Expense Budget.  

 

Chart 3 sets forth the new designation and changes in the designation of certain 

organizations receiving youth discretionary funding in accordance with the Fiscal 

2016 Expense Budget.  

 

Chart 4 sets forth the new designation and changes in the designation of certain 

organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Anti-Poverty Initiative in accordance 

with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget.  

 

Chart 5 sets forth the new designation and the changes in the designation of 

certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Cultural After School 

Adventure (CASA) Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget. 
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Chart 6 sets forth the new designation of certain organizations receiving funding 

pursuant to the Neighborhood Development Grant Initiative in accordance with the 

Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget.  

 

Chart 7 sets forth the new designation of certain organizations receiving funding 

pursuant to the NYC Digital Inclusion and Literacy Initiative in accordance with the 

Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget. 

 

Chart 8 sets forth the new designation and the changes in the designation of 

certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Parks Equity Initiative in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget.  

 

Chart 9 sets forth the new designation of certain organizations receiving funding 

pursuant to the Food Pantries Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense 

Budget. 

 

Chart 10 sets forth the new designation of certain organizations receiving 

funding pursuant to the NYC Cleanup Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 

Expense Budget. Some of these changes will be effectuated upon a budget 

modification. 

 

Chart 11 sets forth the new designation of certain organizations receiving 

funding pursuant to the Domestic Violence and Empowerment (DoVE) Initiative in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget. 

 

Chart 12 sets forth the changes in the designation of certain organizations 

receiving funding pursuant to the Senior Centers, Programs, and Enhancements 

Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget. 

 

Chart 13 sets forth the change in the designation, specifically a name change, of 

a certain organization receiving funding pursuant to the EBTs and Food Markets 

Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget.  

 

Chart 14 sets forth the change in the designation, specifically a change in the 

administering agency, of a certain organization receiving funding pursuant to the 

Ghetto Film School Accelerator Program Model Initiative in accordance with the 

Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget. 

 

Chart 15 sets forth the new designation and the changes in the designation of 

certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Beating Hearts Initiative in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget. 

 

Chart 16 sets forth the new designation and the changes in the designation of 

certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the COMPASS Slot Restoration 

Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget. 
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Chart 17 sets forth the new designation and the changes in the designation of 

certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Stabilizing NYC Initiative in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget. 

 

Chart 18 sets forth the new designation of certain organizations receiving 

funding pursuant to the Asthma Control Program Initiative in accordance with the 

Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget. 

 

Chart 19 sets forth the new designation and the changes in the designation of 

certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Cancer Initiative in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget. 

 

Chart 20 sets forth the new designation of certain organizations receiving 

funding pursuant to the Hepatitis B/C Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 

Expense Budget.  

 

Chart 21 sets forth the new designation of certain organizations receiving 

funding pursuant to the HIV/AIDS Faith Based Initiative in accordance with the 

Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget. 

 

Chart 22 sets forth the new designation of certain organizations receiving 

funding pursuant to the Immigrant Opportunities Initiative in accordance with the 

Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget. All of these changes will be effectuated upon a budget 

modification. 

 

Chart 23 sets forth the new designation of certain organizations receiving 

funding pursuant to the Infant Mortality Reduction Initiative in accordance with the 

Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget. 

 

Chart 24 sets forth the changes in the designation, specifically EIN changes, of 

certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Naturally Occurring 

Retirement Communities (NORCs) Supportive Service Enhancement Initiative in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget. 

 

Chart 25 sets forth the change in the designation, specifically a name change, of 

a certain organization receiving funding pursuant to the Obesity Prevention Initiative 

in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget.  

 

Chart 26 sets forth the new designation of certain organizations receiving 

funding pursuant to the City’s First Readers Initiative (formerly known as the Early 

Childhood Literacy Initiative) in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget. 

Some of these changes will be effectuated upon a budget modification. 

 

Chart 27 sets forth the change in the designation, specifically a name change, of 

a certain organization receiving funding pursuant to the Worker Cooperative 

Business Development Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget. 
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Chart 28 sets forth the new designation and the changes in the designation of 

certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Communities of Color 

Nonprofit Stabilization Fund Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense 

Budget. 

 

Chart 29 sets forth the new designation of certain organizations receiving 

funding pursuant to the Anti-Gun Violence Initiative – School Based Conflict 

Mediation (formerly known as the Violence Prevention, Conflict Mediation, and 

Youth Development Initiative) in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget. 

 

Chart 30 sets forth the new designation of certain organizations receiving 

funding pursuant to the Anti-Gun Violence Initiative – Community-Based Programs 

in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget. 

 

Chart 31 sets forth the new designation and changes in the designation of certain 

organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Anti-Gun Violence Initiative – 

Mental Health/Therapeutic Services in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense 

Budget. 

 

Chart 32 sets forth the new designation of certain organizations receiving 

funding pursuant to the A Greener NYC Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 

Expense Budget. 

 

Chart 33 sets forth the new designation and the changes in the designation of 

certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Day Laborer Workforce 

Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget. 

 

Chart 34 sets forth the new designation and the changes in the designation of 

certain organizations receiving local discretionary funding in accordance with the 

Fiscal 2015 Expense Budget.  

 

Chart 35 sets forth the change in the designation, specifically the removal of 

funds, of a certain organization receiving aging discretionary funding in accordance 

with the Fiscal 2015 Expense Budget. 

 

Chart 36 sets forth the change in the designation, specifically a change in the 

fiscal conduit, of a certain organization receiving youth discretionary funding in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2015 Expense Budget. 

 

Chart 37 sets forth the change in the designation, specifically the removal of 

funds, of a certain organization receiving funding pursuant to the NYC Cleanup 

Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2015 Expense Budget. 

 

Chart 38 sets forth the change in the designation, specifically a change in the 

fiscal conduit, of a certain organization receiving funding pursuant to the 

Unaccompanied Minor Children Initiative (formerly the Immigrant Opportunities 

Initiative) in accordance with the Fiscal 2015 Expense Budget. 
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Chart 39 amends the description for the Description/Scope of Services for 

certain organizations receiving local, aging, and youth discretionary funding and 

funding pursuant to certain initiatives in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense 

Budget. 

 

Chart 40 amends the description for the Description/Scope of Services for 

certain organizations receiving local discretionary funding in accordance with the 

Fiscal 2015 Expense Budget. 

 

Chart 41 amends the description for the Description/Scope of Services for 

certain organizations receiving local discretionary funding in accordance with the 

Fiscal 2014 Expense Budget. 

 

It is to be noted that organizations identified in the attached Charts with an 

asterisk (*) have not yet completed or began the prequalification process conducted 

by the Mayor's Office of Contract Services (for organizations to receive more than 

$10,000) by the Council (for organizations to receive $10,000 or less total), or other 

government agency. Organizations identified without an asterisk have completed the 

appropriate prequalification review.  

 

It should be further noted that funding for organizations in the attached Charts 

with a double asterisk (**) will not take effect until the passage of a budget 

modification.  

 

Description of Above-captioned Resolution. In the above-captioned Resolution, 

the Council would approve the new designation and changes in the designation of 

certain organizations to receive funding in the Fiscal 2014, Fiscal 2015, and Fiscal 

2016 Expense Budgets. Such Resolution would take effect as of the date of adoption. 

 

Accordingly, this Committee recommends its adoption. 

 

(The following is the text of Res. No. 846:) 

 

Res. No. 846 

Resolution approving the new designation and changes in the designation of 

certain organizations to receive funding in the Expense Budget 
 

By Council Member Ferreras-Copeland. 

 

Whereas, On June 26, 2015 the Council of the City of New York (the “City 

Council”) adopted the expense budget for fiscal year 2016 with various programs 

and initiatives (the “Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget”); and 

Whereas, On June 26, 2014 the Council adopted the expense budget for fiscal 

year 2015 with various programs and initiatives (the “Fiscal 2015 Expense Budget”); 

and 
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Whereas, On June 27, 2013, the Council adopted the expense budget for fiscal 

year 2014 with various programs and initiatives (the “Fiscal 2014 Expense Budget”); 

and 

Whereas, The City Council is hereby implementing and furthering the 

appropriations set forth in the Fiscal 2015 and Fiscal 2016 Expense Budgets by 

approving the new designation and changes in the designation of certain 

organizations receiving local, aging, and youth discretionary funding, and by 

approving the new designation and changes in the designation of certain 

organizations to receive funding pursuant to certain initiatives in accordance 

therewith; and  

Whereas, The City Council is hereby implementing and furthering the 

appropriations set forth in the Fiscal 2014, Fiscal 2015, and Fiscal 2016 Expense 

Budgets by approving new Description/Scope of Services for certain organizations 

receiving local, aging, and youth discretionary funding and funding pursuant to 

certain initiatives; now, therefore, be it  

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation and changes in 

the designation of certain organizations receiving local discretionary funding in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 1; and be it 

further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation and changes in 

the designation of certain organizations receiving aging discretionary funding in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 2; and be it 

further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation and changes in 

the designation of certain organizations receiving youth discretionary funding in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 3; and be it 

further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation and changes in 

the designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Anti-

Poverty Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in 

Chart 4; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation and changes in 

the designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Cultural 

After School Adventure (CASA) Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 

Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 5; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation of certain 

organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Neighborhood Development Grant 

Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 6; 

and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation of certain 

organizations receiving funding pursuant to the NYC Digital Inclusion and Literacy 

Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 7; 

and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation and the changes 

in the designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Parks 

Equity Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in 

Chart 8; and be it further 
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Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation of certain 

organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Food Pantries Initiative in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 9; and be it 

further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation of certain 

organizations receiving funding pursuant to the NYC Cleanup Initiative in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 10; and be it 

further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation of certain 

organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Domestic Violence and 

Empowerment (DoVE) Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense 

Budget, as set forth in Chart 11; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the changes in the designation of 

certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Senior Centers, Programs, 

and Enhancements Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as 

set forth in Chart 12; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the change in the designation of a 

certain organization receiving funding pursuant to the EBTs and Food Markets 

Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 

13; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the change in the designation of a 

certain organization receiving funding pursuant to the Ghetto Film School 

Accelerator Program Model Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense 

Budget, as set forth in Chart 14; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation and the changes 

in the designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Beating 

Hearts Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in 

Chart 15; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation and the changes 

in the designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the 

COMPASS Slot Restoration Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense 

Budget, as set forth in Chart 16; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation and the changes 

in the designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the 

Stabilizing NYC Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set 

forth in Chart 17; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation of certain 

organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Asthma Control Program Initiative in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 18; and be it 

further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation and the changes 

in the designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Cancer 

Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 

19; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves t the new designation of certain 

organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Hepatitis B/C Initiative in 
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accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 20; and be it 

further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation of certain 

organizations receiving funding pursuant to the HIV/AIDS Faith Based Initiative in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 21; and be it 

further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation of certain 

organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Immigrant Opportunities Initiative in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 22; and be it 

further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation of certain 

organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Infant Mortality Reduction Initiative 

in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 23; and be 

it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the changes in the designation of 

certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Naturally Occurring 

Retirement Communities (NORCs) Supportive Service Enhancement Initiative in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 24; and be it 

further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the change in the designation of a 

certain organization receiving funding pursuant to the Obesity Prevention Initiative 

in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 25; and be 

it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation of certain 

organizations receiving funding pursuant to the City’s First Readers Initiative 

(formerly known as the Early Childhood Literacy Initiative) in accordance with the 

Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 26; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the change in the designation of a 

certain organization receiving funding pursuant to the Worker Cooperative Business 

Development Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set 

forth in Chart 27; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation and the changes 

in the designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the 

Communities of Color Nonprofit Stabilization Fund Initiative in accordance with the 

Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 28; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation of certain 

organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Anti-Gun Violence Initiative – 

School Based Conflict Mediation (formerly known as the Violence Prevention, 

Conflict Mediation, and Youth Development Initiative) in accordance with the Fiscal 

2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 29; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation of certain 

organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Anti-Gun Violence Initiative – 

Community-Based Programs in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as 

set forth in Chart 30; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation and changes in 

the designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Anti-Gun 
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Violence Initiative – Mental Health/Therapeutic Services in accordance with the 

Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 31; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation of certain 

organizations receiving funding pursuant to the A Greener NYC Initiative in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 32; and be it 

further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation and the changes 

in the designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Day 

Laborer Workforce Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as 

set forth in Chart 33; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation and the changes 

in the designation of certain organizations receiving local discretionary funding in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2015 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 34; and be it 

further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the change in the designation of a 

certain organization receiving aging discretionary funding in accordance with the 

Fiscal 2015 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 35; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the change in the designation of a 

certain organization receiving youth discretionary funding in accordance with the 

Fiscal 2015 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 36; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the change in the designation of a 

certain organization receiving funding pursuant to the NYC Cleanup Initiative in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2015 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 37; and be it 

further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the change in the designation of a 

certain organization receiving funding pursuant to the Unaccompanied Minor 

Children Initiative (formerly the Immigrant Opportunities Initiative) in accordance 

with the Fiscal 2015 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 38; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new description for the 

Description/Scope of Services for certain organizations receiving local, aging, and 

youth discretionary funding and funding pursuant to certain initiatives in accordance 

with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 39; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new description for the 

Description/Scope of Services for certain organizations receiving local discretionary 

funding in accordance with the Fiscal 2015 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 40; 

and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new description for the 

Description/Scope of Services for certain organizations receiving local discretionary 

funding in accordance with the Fiscal 2014 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 41. 
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JULISSA FERRERAS-COPELAND, Chairperson;  YDANIS A. 

RODRIGUEZ, JAMES VAN BRAMER, VANESSA L. GIBSON, ROBERT E. 

CORNEGY, Jr., LAURIE A. CUMBO, COREY D. JOHNSON, MARK LEVINE, I. 

DANEEK MILLER, HELEN K. ROSENTHAL, STEVEN MATTEO;  Committee 

on Finance, September 17, 2015.  Other Council Members Attending: Torres. 
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On motion of the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito), and adopted, the 

foregoing matter was coupled as a General Order for the day (see ROLL CALL ON 

GENERAL ORDERS FOR THE DAY). 

 

 

At this point the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito) announced that the 

following items had been preconsidered by the Committee on Finance and had been 

favorably reported for adoption. 

 

Report for L.U. No. 279  

Report of the Committee on Finance in favor of approving Tremont 

Renaissance, Block 3027, Lot 1; Bronx, Community District No. 6, Council 

District No. 15. 

 

The Committee on Finance, to which the annexed preconsidered resolution was 

referred on September 17, 2015, respectfully 

 

REPORTS: 

 

(The following is the text of a Memo sent to the Finance Committee from 

the Finance Division of the New York City Council:) 

 

September 17, 2015 

 

TO:  Hon. Julissa Ferreras-Copeland 

  Chair, Finance Committee 

Members of the Finance Committee 

 

FROM:  Rebecca Chasan, Assistant Counsel, Finance Division 

 

RE: Finance Committee Agenda of September 17, 2015 – Resolution 

approving a tax exemption for one Land Use Item (Council District 

15) 

 

Tremont Renaissance 

 
Tremont Renaissance will consist of 1 building with 255 units of rental housing for 

low- and moderate-income households. The project is being developed under the 

Department of Housing Preservation and Development’s (“HPD”) Mixed Income 

Program, Mix & Match, through which sponsors construct or rehabilitate multifamily 

buildings in order to create affordable rental housing.  Construction and permanent 

financing is provided through loans from private institutional lenders and from public 

sources including the New York City Housing Development Corporation (“HDC”) 

and HPD. Additional funding may also be provided from the syndication of low-
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income housing tax credits. Projects may have a range of affordability tiers, but the 

maximum is households earning up to 165% of the Area Median Income (“AMI”). 

 

The property currently contains five vacant buildings and vacant land and is currently 

owned by Mastermind Development LLC. Under the proposed project, Tremont 

Renaissance Housing Development Fund Company, Inc. (“HDFC”) will acquire the 

property and Tremont Renaissance LLC (the “LLC”) will be the beneficial owner 

and will operate the property.  The HDFC and the LLC will demolish the vacant 

buildings and construct a multiple dwelling known as Tremont Renaissance 

consisting of 255 units of housing for low- and moderate-income families, plus one 

superintendent’s unit, and approximately 39,725 square feet of commercial space. 

The HDFC will finance the acquisition and construction with funds provided by 

HPD, HDC, and low-income housing tax credits.   

 

In addition, the HDFC, the LLC, and HPD will enter into regulatory agreement 

establishing that approximately 50% of the units will be rented to households whose 

incomes do not exceed approximately 60% of AMI, approximately 35% of the units 

will be rented to households whose incomes do not exceed approximately 100% of 

AMI, and the remainder of the units will be rented to households whose incomes do 

not exceed approximately up to 120% of AMI.  In 2015, 60%, 100%, and 120% of 

AMI are as follows:  

 

AMI Family of 

Four 

Family of 

Three 

Family of 

Two 

Individual 

60% $51,780 $46,620 $41,460 $36,300 

100% $86,300 $77,700 $69,100 $60,500 

120% $103,560 $93,240 $82,920 $72,600 

  

In order to facilitate the project, HPD is requesting that the Council approve, 

pursuant to Section 577 of the Private Housing Finance Law, a full, 40-year property 

tax exemption. 

 

Summary: 

 

 Borough - Bronx 

 Block 3027, Lot 1 

 Council District – 15 

 Council Member – Ritchie Torres 

 Council Member approval – Yes 

 Number of buildings – 1 

 Number of units – 255, plus one superintendent’s unit 

 Article XI Tax Exemption – Full, 40-years 

 Population – low- and moderate-income households 

 Type – new construction 
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 Sponsor/Developer – Tremont Renaissance HDFC and Tremont 

Renaissance LLC 

 Cost to the City – $15.58 million 

 Open violations, outstanding debt, or other problems with the City – None 

 Income Limitation – Approximately 50% of the units for households whose 

incomes do not exceed 60% of AMI, approximately 35% of the units for 

households whose incomes do not exceed 100% of AMI, and approximately 

15% of the units for households whose incomes do not exceed 120% of 

AMI 

 

 

Accordingly, this Committee recommends its adoption. 

 

In connection herewith, Council Member Ferreras-Copeland offered the 

following resolution: 

 

Res. No. 857 

Resolution approving an exemption from real property taxes for property 

located at (Block 3027, Lot 1) Bronx, pursuant to Section 577 of the Private 

Housing Finance Law (Preconsidered L.U. No. 279). 

 

By Council Member Ferreras-Copeland. 

 

WHEREAS, the New York City Department of Housing Preservation and 

Development (“HPD”) submitted to the Council its request dated August 24, 2015 

that the Council take the following action regarding a housing project located at 

(Block 3027, Lot 1) Bronx (“Exemption Area”): 

 

Approve an exemption of the Project from real property taxes pursuant to 

Section 577 of the Private Housing Finance Law (the “Tax Exemption”); 

 

WHEREAS, the project description that HPD provided to the Council states 

that the purchaser of the Project (the “Sponsor”) is a duly organized housing 

development fund company under Article XI of the Private Housing Finance Law; 

 

WHEREAS, the Council has considered the financial implications relating to 

the Tax Exemption; 

 

RESOLVED: 

 

The Council hereby grants an exemption from real property taxes as follows: 
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1. For the purposes hereof, the following terms shall have the following 

meanings: 

 

(a) “HDFC” shall mean Tremont Renaissance Housing Development Fund 

Company, Inc. 

 

(b) “HDC” shall mean New York City Housing Development Corporation. 

 

(c) “HPD” shall mean the Department of Housing Preservation and 

Development of the City of New York. 

 

(d) “LLC” shall mean Tremont Renaissance LLC or an affiliate. 

 

(e) “New Owner” shall mean the HDFC and the LLC or any future owner of the 

Exemption Area. 

 

(f) “Exemption” shall mean the exemption from real property taxation provided 

hereunder.   

 

(g) “Effective Date” shall mean the later of (i) the date of conveyance of the 

Exemption Area to the HDFC, and (ii) the date that HPD, HDC and the New Owner 

enter into the Regulatory Agreement in their respective sole discretion. 

 

(h) “Exemption Area” shall mean the real property located on the Tax Map of 

the City of New York in the Borough of the Bronx, City and State of New York, 

identified as Block 3027, Lot 1. 

 

(i) “Expiration Date” shall mean the earlier to occur of (i) a date which is forty 

(40) years from the Effective Date, (ii) the date of the expiration or termination of the 

Regulatory Agreement, or (iii) the date upon which the Exemption Area ceases to be 

owned or leased by either a housing development fund company or an entity wholly 

controlled by a housing development fund company. 

 

(j) “Project” shall mean the construction of one multiple dwelling building 

on the Exemption Area containing approximately 255 rental dwelling units plus one 

unit for a   superintendent and approximately 39,725 square feet of commercial 

space. 

 

(k) “Regulatory Agreement” shall mean the regulatory agreement between 

HPD, HDC and   the New Owner establishing certain controls upon the operation of 

the Exemption Area during the term of the Exemption.  

 

2. All of the value of the property in the Exemption Area, including both the land 

and any improvements (excluding those portions, if any devoted to business or 
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commercial use) shall be exempt from real property taxation, other than assessments 

for local improvements, for a period commencing upon the Effective Date and 

terminating upon Expiration Date. 

 

3. (a) Notwithstanding any provision hereof to the contrary, the 

exemption from real property taxation provided hereunder (“Exemption”) shall 

terminate if HPD determines at any time that (i) the Exemption Area is not being 

operated in accordance with the requirements of Article XI of the Private Housing 

Finance Law, (ii) the Exemption Area is not being operated in accordance with the 

requirements of the Regulatory Agreement, (iii) the Exemption Area is not being 

operated in accordance with the requirements of any other agreement with, or for the 

benefit of, the City of New York, (iv) the Exemption Area is conveyed to a new 

owner without the prior written consent of HPD,  or (v) the demolition or 

construction of any private or multiple dwelling on the Exemption Area has 

commenced without the prior written consent of HPD.  HPD shall deliver written 

notice of any such determination to the New Owner and all mortgagees of record, 

which notice shall provide for an opportunity to cure of not less than sixty (60) days.  

If the noncompliance specified in such notice is not cured within the time period 

specified therein, the Exemption shall prospectively terminate. 

 

(b) Nothing herein shall entitle the New Owner to a refund of any real property 

taxes which accrued and were paid with respect to the Exemption Area prior to the 

Effective Date. 

 

(c) The Exemption shall not apply to any building constructed on the 

Exemption Area which does not have a permanent or temporary certificate of 

occupancy by May 31, 2018, as such date may be extended in writing by HPD.    

 

4. In consideration of the Exemption, the New Owner (i) shall execute and 

record the Regulatory Agreement, and (ii) for so long as the Exemption shall remain 

in effect, shall waive the benefits of any additional or concurrent exemption from or 

abatement of real property taxation which may be authorized under any existing or 

future local, state, or federal law, rule, or regulation. 

 

JULISSA FERRERAS-COPELAND, Chairperson;  YDANIS A. 

RODRIGUEZ, JAMES VAN BRAMER, VANESSA L. GIBSON, ROBERT E. 

CORNEGY, Jr., LAURIE A. CUMBO, COREY D. JOHNSON, MARK LEVINE, I. 

DANEEK MILLER, HELEN K. ROSENTHAL, STEVEN MATTEO;  Committee 

on Finance, September 17, 2015.  Other Council Members Attending: Torres. 

 

On motion of the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito), and adopted, the 

foregoing matter was coupled as a General Order for the day (see ROLL CALL ON 

GENERAL ORDERS FOR THE DAY). 
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Report of the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice 

 

 

Report for Int. No. 643-A 

Report of the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice in favor of approving 

and adopting, as amended, a Local Law to amend the administrative code 

of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of 

correction to provide reports regarding the number of inmates who are on 

waiting lists for placement in or transfer to alternative housing. 

 

The Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice, to which the annexed amended 

proposed local law was referred on February 12, 2015 (Minutes, page 439), 

respectfully 

 

REPORTS: 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

On Wednesday, September 16, 2015, the Committee on Fire and Criminal 

Justice Services, chaired by Council Member Elizabeth S. Crowley, will vote the 8 

proposed bills referenced above regarding the Department of Correction (“DOC”), as 

will be summarized below. The Committee previously held a hearing on these bills 

on May 6th of this year. 

 

II. PROPOSED INT. NO.  643-A 

 

The DOC operates a number of units in which inmates who commit infractions 

are placed. Two of such units are specially designed for inmates with mental health 

issues, Clinical Alternative To Punitive Segregation (“CAPS”) and the Restrictive 

Housing Unit (“RHU”).1 CAPS is designed for the seriously mentally ill, and RHU is 

designed for non-seriously mentally ill.2  

Upon information and belief, these units are not currently large enough to handle 

the volume of inmates with mental health needs, and DOC Commissioner Ponte 

testified at a Board of Correction (“BOC”) hearing on July 8, 2014 that the waiting 

list for punitive segregation is close to one thousand,3 and that many individuals on 

this waiting list have mental health issues.  

This bill amends Chapter 1 of title 9 of the administrative code of the city of 

New York by adding a new section 9-135. This section would require the DOC to 

report on how many inmates are awaiting placement in punitive segregation, RHU, 

and CAPS on a bi-monthly basis. This section would also require the DOC to report 

on the number of inmates who have been found unfit to stand trial4 and are awaiting 

placement by the New York State Department of Health or Office for People With 

Developmental Disabilities, and the housing unit in which such inmates are placed. 
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III. AMENDMENTS TO PROPOSED INT. NO. 643-A 

 

Int. No. 643-A has been modified subsequent to its initial hearing. The reporting 

period has been changed from monthly to bi-monthly. The bill previously included 

only RHU and CAPS housing, and now also includes punitive segregation housing.  

The bill now requires disaggregation based on whether those on the waiting list 

are known by mental health staff to have mental health issues, and also 

disaggregation based on how long individuals have been placed on the waiting list, in 

the following categories: 1-5 days, 6-15 days, 16-30 days, 31-60 days, and 61 days or 

longer. The bill now also includes an additional reporting requirement regarding the 

number of individuals who have been found unfit to stand trial stand trial and are 

awaiting placement by the New York State Department of Health or Office for 

People With Developmental Disabilities.5 Information regarding such inmates must 

be reported quarterly. These reporting requirements were not present in the initial 

version of the bill.  

Finally, the bill previously went into effect 30 days after it became a law, but 

now goes into effect immediately, provided that the reporting regarding punitive 

segregation, RHU, and CAPS begins with the reporting period beginning October 1, 

2015. Also, reporting regarding those who have been found unfit to stand trial begins 

with the quarter beginning April 1, 2016. Finally, the prior version of the bill never 

expired, whereas the bill now expires October 1, 2020, provided that the DOC 

provides written notice within the first six months of 2020 of such expiration, and 

otherwise would expire one year after any time at which the Council received written 

notice of expiration from the DOC. 

 

IV. PROPOSED INT. NO.  706-A 

 

The Department of Correction operates 15 inmate facilities, 10 of which are 

located on Rikers Island.6 The facilities outside of Rikers Island are located in the 

boroughs of Brooklyn, the Bronx, Manhattan, and Queens.7 Inmates are permitted an 

unlimited number of visits from professionals, such as attorneys, clergy, and media, 

and a limited number of visits from others, including family and friends.8 The DOC 

has proposed a series of modifications to the current visitation process to the BOC,9 

which has the duty to create minimum standards of inmate care.10 

This bill amends Chapter 1 of title 9 of the administrative code of the city of 

New York by adding a new section 9-140.  This section would require the DOC to 

report on the number of visits inmates actually receive, both in total and per capita. 

The report would list visits both in total and by differentiating between facilities on 

Rikers Island and those outside the Island. The report would also differentiate 

between visits by professionals and non-professionals, and differentiate between 

types of professionals. 

The report would also require the DOC to report on any reason a visit is denied. 

For example, visitors must possess identification,11 meet a dress code,12 and may only 

visit on certain days.13  
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V. AMENDMENTS TO PROPOSED INT. NO. 706-A 

 

Int. No. 706-A has been modified subsequent to its initial hearing. The original 

version of the bill disaggregated visitors by those who register as an inmate’s 

attorney and those that do not, whereas the bill now disaggregates visitors by 

“professionals” and non-professionals. “Professionals” are defined as any person 

who is properly identified as providing services or assistance to inmates, including 

lawyers, doctors, religious advisors, public officials, therapists, counselors, and 

media representatives. This definition matches the definition of those visitors who 

are permitted unlimited visits with inmates pursuant to the regulations of the Board 

of Correction.14 The bill also requires disaggregation by which service each 

professional provides.  

Also, the definition of what constitutes a “visitor” previously only included those 

individuals who enter DOC property with the stated intention of visiting an inmate, 

but now also includes those who are screened by the DOC for visitation purposes 

before entering DOC property. In addition, the previous version of the bill required 

DOC to list the reason any visit was not completed and included a number of 

categories therein, whereas the current version includes no such categories but rather 

requires the DOC to determine such categories.  

Finally, the bill previously went into effect 90 days after it became a law, but 

now goes into effect January 1, 2016. However, information regarding the reason a 

visit is denied need not be included until the quarter beginning April 1, 2016, and all 

information regarding the disaggregation of professionals need not be included until 

the quarter beginning July 1, 2016. Also, the bill now requires the DOC to report all 

of the information in the bill, if available, for the four quarters prior to January 1, 

2016.  

 

VI. PROPOSED INT. NO.  753-A 

 

Section 1 of this bill amends section 13 of the New York City Charter by 

changing the name of what is now known as the Coordinator of Criminal Justice to 

the “Office of Criminal Justice.” Section 2 of this bill adds section 3-117 to the New 

York City Administrative Code. This section requires the Office of Criminal Justice 

to report on a comprehensive set of key factors regarding the role of local jails in the 

criminal justice system. The bill requires reporting of basic information regarding the 

population of inmates in DOC custody, including: (i) the inmate population, (ii) the 

number of inmates held in pre-trial detention, (iii) the number of inmates who had 

been sentenced, (iv) the sentences of sentenced inmates, (v) the amounts of bail set 

on pre-trial detainees, (vi) the number of pre-trial detainees remanded without bail, 

(vii) the seriousness of charges for pre-trial detainees, (vii) what charges pre-trial 

detainees were facing, (viii) the criminal history of pre-trial detainees, and (ix) how 

long pre-trial detainees had been detained. All of this information must be reported in 

terms of both the number of inmate admissions into DOC custody and per the 

average daily inmate population. The report also includes information regarding the 

court system’s impact on the DOC population, including: the number and percentage 
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of cases in which bail is set on felonies and misdemeanors, the warrant rate for those 

released without bail and those who post bail for both felonies and misdemeanors, 

the rates of defendants posting bail based on the amount of bail set, and case 

dispositions for those incarcerated pre-trial and those released or who post bail. 

Certain information must be disaggregated by borough, including the rates of setting 

bail and case dispositions for those incarcerated pre-trial and those released or who 

post bail. This borough-specific information must be compared to key crime 

indicators in that borough. 

 

VII. AMENDMENTS TO PROPOSED INT. NO.  753-A 

 

Int. No. 753-A has been modified subsequent to its initial hearing. The original 

version of the bill required reporting of the Department of Information Technology 

and Telecommunications, and included no reference to the Coordinator of Criminal 

Justice or modifying the name of the latter office. The original version of the bill also 

required quarterly reporting, due within 20 days of the beginning of each quarter, 

whereas the bill now requires reporting at various frequencies: the reporting period 

for paragraphs 1, 3, 14, and 15 of this subdivision is quarterly, the reporting period 

for paragraphs 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 16 is semi-annually, and the 

reporting period for paragraphs 17 through 33 is annually. Furthermore, all reports 

are now due within 90 days of the beginning of each reporting period. 

Also, the original version of the bill included certain reporting requirements that 

are not included in the bill: the number and percentage of cases in which a 

defendant’s release was subject to specified conditions, including but not limited to 

supervised release programs, but not including the sole condition that the defendant 

not be re-arrested; and the percentage of cases in which a form of bail other than cash 

or insurance company bond was ordered. 

 

VIII. PROPOSED INT. NO.  758-A 

 

The DOC operates an inmate grievance system to address any “issue, condition, 

practice, or action” related to an inmate’s confinement.15 This system does not 

include complaints that are subject to other resolution processes, such as those 

regarding the excessive use of force by DOC personnel or allegations of assault by 

another inmate.16 According to the DOC’s directive, an inmate must be allowed to 

file a grievance for any “issue, condition, practice, or action related to the inmate’s 

confinement” even if the Inmate Grievance and Request Program (IGRP) staff 

believes the request to be inappropriate for the IGRP process. Where by rule the 

request cannot be resolved with the IGRP process, the IGRP staff are instructed to 

refer the request to the appropriate venue and provide the inmate with a written 

decision as such.17 Inmates are required to be informed about the IGRP system upon 

admission.18  

Inmate grievances must be submitted on a proper form, and may be submitted in 

one of 3 ways: 1. Dropping off the form into a box, 2. Delivering it to the IGRP 

office, or 3. Handing it to an IGRP representative during their visits to certain areas 

in which neither the box or the IGRP office are available, such as punitive 
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segregation, hospital wards, and similar specialized facilities.19 In those specialized 

facilities, IGRP forms are not available, and inmates must request such forms from 

DOC staff.20 Whereas in non-specialized facilities, inmates receive a receipt for the 

submission of their grievance, in specialized facilities they are to receive a receipt 

within 2 days of submission, and if they do not so receive they must re-submit their 

grievance.21 

Upon the submission of a grievance, the DOC’s grievance supervisor must 

resolve the complaint within 5 business days, by either dismissing it, referring it to 

the appropriate venue for resolution, or investigate and propose a resolution to the 

inmate.22 Such proposed resolutions are referred to as “informal resolutions,” and the 

inmate is given the option of accepting the resolution (and signing a form to so 

indicate) or denying it and requesting a formal hearing on the grievance. Such 

hearings are conducted by the Inmate Grievance Resolution Committee, made up of 

one elected inmate representative, one uniformed staff representative, and one 

grievance supervisor.23 The inmate is required to request this hearing within 5 days 

of receiving the informal resolution proposal, and DOC staff are required to contact 

the inmate if no response is received within 5 days.24 The Committee must decide on 

a proposed resolution, and the inmate can either accept this resolution or deny it and 

appeal – again within 5 days of receiving the proposed resolution.25 The next level of 

appeal is to the “commanding officer” of the IGRP, and the final level of appeal is to 

the “Central Office Review Committee,” and both levels of appeal have similar 

procedures as the previous levels of appeal.26 All appeals must be resolved within 

delineated time limits.  

This bill amends Chapter 1 of title 9 of the administrative code of the city of 

New York by adding a new section 9-136. This section requires the DOC to report 

on every step of the grievance process as outlined above, including the number of 

grievances resolved at every step of the process. The bill requires listing grievances 

listed in total and by differentiating by facility, and differentiating by the method 

with which the grievance was filed. Finally, the number of inmates who file 

grievances must be listed separately. 

 

IX. AMENDMENTS TO PROPOSED INT. NO.  758-A 

 

Int. No. 758-A has been modified subsequent to its initial hearing. The original 

version of the bill required reporting beginning October 1, 2016, whereas the bill 

now requires reporting beginning January 1, 2016. The original version of the bill 

listed all steps in the current grievance process; however, those steps are subject to 

modification at any time, therefore the bill now requires reporting on every step of 

the grievance process without specifically identifying any such steps. Similarly, the 

original version of the bill listed all methods via which grievances may currently be 

submitted; however, those methods are subject to modification at any time, therefore 

the bill now requires reporting disaggregating the method with which a grievance 

was submitted without specifically identifying any such method. 
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X. PROPOSED INT. NO.  766-A 

 

This bill amends Chapter 1 of title 9 of the administrative code of the city of 

New York by adding a new section 9-137.  This section requires the DOC to report 

quarterly on the basic demographic information of its inmate population. This 

demographic information includes the following factors: age, race, gender, 

educational background, the borough in which the inmate was arrested, and whether 

the inmate is listed as security risk by the DOC. This information must be reported 

quarterly, based on both the number of inmate admissions and the average daily 

inmate population during that quarter. 

 

XI. AMENDMENTS TO PROPOSED INT. NO.  766-A 

 

Int. No. 766-A has been modified subsequent to its initial hearing. The original 

version of the bill took effect immediately, whereas the bill now takes effect January 

1, 2016. The original version of the bill required reporting on whether an inmate is 

“identified as a member of a gang,” whereas the current version requires reporting on 

whether an inmate is defined as a member of a security risk group. Additionally, the 

original version of the bill required reporting on transgender inmates as a separate 

category, whereas the current version requires reporting on the number of inmates in 

the DOC’s transgender housing unit. 

XII. PROPOSED INT. NO.  767-A 

 

This bill amends Chapter 1 of title 9 of the administrative code of the city of 

New York by adding a new section 9-138. This section requires the DOC to publicly 

report its policies regarding the use of force by staff on inmates. This information 

must include the protocols and directives regarding the circumstances in which any 

use of force is justified, the circumstances in which various levels of force or various 

uses of equipment are justified, and the procedures staff must follow prior to using 

force. The DOC Commissioner would be permitted to redact this report as necessary 

to preserve safety and security. 

 

XIII. AMENDMENTS TO PROPOSED INT. NO.  767-A 

 

Int. No. 767-A has been modified subsequent to its initial hearing. The bill now 

takes effect 30 days after it becomes law, whereas the original version took effect 

immediately. Also, the bill now includes a provision that the Commissioner of the 

DOC may redact the report “as necessary to preserve safety and security in the 

facilities under the department’s control.” This provision did not exist in the original 

version of the bill. 
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XIV. PROPOSED INT. NO.  768-A 

 

This bill expands the reporting requirements in New York City Administrative 

Code § 9-134. This law currently requires quarterly reporting on 42 different 

indicators in punitive segregation, but arguably this law does not apply to the DOC’s 

recently implemented “Enhanced Supervision Housing” unit,27 a unit that would 

restrict inmates to their cells for up to 9 daytime hours, as opposed to the 2 hour 

requirement for general population.28 The bill expands the definition of “punitive 

segregation” to include any DOC unit in which inmates are restricted to their cells for 

more than the minimum standards as defined by the BOC. The bill also modifies the 

definition of “use of force” to reflect the DOC’s current use of that term. 

 

XV.  AMENDMENTS TO PROPOSED INT. NO.  768-A 

 

Int. No. 768-A has been modified subsequent to its initial hearing. The original 

version of the bill took effect 30 days after it became law, whereas the bill now takes 

effect on January 1, 2016 and the first report pursuant to this local law is due April 

20, 2016. Also, the original version of the bill amended the definition of “punitive 

segregation” in Section 9-134 of the Administrative Code, whereas the current 

version redefines that term as “segregated housing,” and specifically includes a 

reference to “Enhanced Supervision Housing” in that definition. Finally, the bill now 

modifies the definition of “use of force” in Section 9-134 of the Administrative Code 

to reflect the DOC’s current use of that term. This modification did not exist in the 

original version of the bill. 

XVI. PROPOSED INT. NO. 784-A 

 

This bill amends Chapter 1 of title 9 of the administrative code of the city of 

New York by adding a new section 9-139. This section would require the DOC to 

provide every new inmate admitted into a facility with a document that describes all 

their rights and responsibilities in plain and simple language. Such rights include 

inmate rights under federal, state and local laws, including minimum standards for 

inmate care as determined by the BOC. Such responsibilities include, but are not 

limited to, department rules of inmate conduct. The DOC would also be required to 

read a summary of those rights and responsibilities to every inmate in their primary 

language. The bill also requires a communication of educational, vocational 

development, drug and alcohol treatment, counseling and other related services 

available to incoming inmates. It also requires that inmates be given the option 

receiving the "Connections" handbook for re-entry. The “Connections” handbook is 

a comprehensive guide to social services available for inmates who are released from 

custody that is freely published by the New York City Library.29 
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XVII. AMENDMENTS TO PROPOSED INT. NO. 784-A 

 

Int. No. 784-A has been modified subsequent to its initial hearing. The original 

version of the bill required a summary of all inmate rights under federal, state, and 

local law, whereas the bill now requires a summary of inmate rights under 

departmental policy, which must be consistent with federal, state, and local laws. The 

bill now also includes a requirement that inmates be informed of their responsibilities 

under the DOC’s rules of inmate conduct. This requirement did not exist in the 

original version of the bill. Also, the original version of the bill required the DOC to 

create this document in English, Spanish, and any other language the department 

reasonably believes a substantial number of inmates speak as their primary language, 

whereas the current version of the bill requires that the document be available in 

English and Spanish. Relatedly, the original version of the bill required that a 

summary of this document be read to inmates in their primary language, whereas that 

requirement is only applicable if such inmate’s primary language is accessible 

through the city’s language access plan. Finally, the requirement that inmates be 

given the option receiving the "Connections" handbook for re-entry did not exist in 

the original version of the bill. 

 

 
1 DOC publicly available information, available at http://www.nyc.gov/html/doc/html/press/caps-

rhu.shtml 
2 Id. 
3 See testimony at page 4, available at 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/boc/downloads/pdf/Minutes/BOCMinutes_20140708.pdf 
4 See New York Criminal Procedure Law § 730 
5 See New York Criminal Procedure Law § 730 
6 DOC publicly available information, available at 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/doc/html/about/about_doc.shtml 
7 See Id. 
8 See 40 R.C.N.Y. § 1-09 
9 See 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/boc/downloads/pdf/DOC%20Petition%20to%20the%20NYC%20Board%20of

%20Correction%20for%20Rulemaking.pdf 
10 See New York City Charter § 626(e) 
11 See DOC guidelines published at http://www.nyc.gov/html/doc/html/visit-an-inmate/visit-an-

inmate.shtml 
12 See DOC guidelines published at http://www.nyc.gov/html/doc/html/visit-an-inmate/visitor-dress-

code.shtml 
13 See DOC guidelines published at http://www.nyc.gov/html/doc/html/visit-an-inmate/visit-

schedule.shtml 
14 40 R.C.N.Y. § 1-09 
15 The DOC’s grievance policies are defined in Directive 3376 (hereinafter “Directive”), available at: 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/doc/downloads/pdf/Directive_3376_Inmate_Grievance_Request_Program.pdf 
16 See Id. at p. 5-7 
17 Id. at p. 1-2 
18 Id. at 2. 
19 Id. at 13. 
20 Id. 
21 Id. 
22 Directive at 16. 
23 Directive at 19, 8. 
24 Directive at 19. 
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25 Directive at 21. 
26 Directive at 23-26 
27 See 40 R.C.N.Y. Chapters 1 and 2, see also Board of Correction announcement regarding the approval 

of this unit at http://www.nyc.gov/html/boc/downloads/pdf/BOCRulesAmendment_20150113.pdf 
28 See  40 R.C.N.Y. § 1-05 
29 See http://www.nypl.org/sites/default/files/13G-243-Connections%202014-final-v3_0.pdf 

 

 

(The following is the text of the Fiscal Impact Statement for Int. No. 643-A:) 

 

 

 

 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF NEW YORK 

FINANCE DIVISION 

LATONIA MCKINNEY, 

DIRECTOR 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

 

PROPOSED INTRO. NO:  643-A 

COMMITTEE: Fire and 

Criminal Justice Services    

TITLE: A local law to amend the 

administrative code of the city of New York, 

in relation to requiring the department of 

correction to provide reports regarding the 

number of inmates who are on waiting lists 

for placement in or transfer to alternative 

housing. 

SPONSORS: Council Members 

Crowley, Lancman, Arroyo, 

Johnson, Koo, Richards, 

Rosenthal, Wills, Mendez, 

Cabrera, and Menchaca 

SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION: The Department of Correction (DOC) operates 

specialized housing units for inmates who have committed infractions while in DOC 

custody. Inmates with serious mental illnesses are sent to the Clinical Alternatives to 

Punitive Segregation (CAPS) units, inmates with mental illnesses that are not 

“serious” as defined by the State Office of Mental Health are sent to Restrictive 

Housing Units (RHU), and inmates without mental illnesses are sent to punitive 

segregation units. Presently, there are waiting lists for some of these units. 

This bill would require the DOC to report the number of inmates who have 

committed infractions and been sentenced to a segregated housing unit but are on a 

waiting list for said unit. This bill would require public reporting every 60 days, and 

each report would be required to show how long inmates have been waiting by 

specific timeframes such as 1-15 days, 16-30 days, etc.  

This bill would also require the DOC to report the number of inmates who have been 

found unfit to stand trial and are awaiting placement by the New York State 

Department of Health or Office of People with Developmental Disabilities, and the 

DOC housing unit in which such inmates are placed. 
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EFFECTIVE DATE: This local law would take effect immediately, provided that 

the reporting regarding punitive segregation, RHU, and CAPS would begin with the 

reporting period beginning October 1, 2015, and the reporting regarding those who 

have been found unfit to stand trial would begin with the quarter beginning April 1, 

2016. 

 

FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH FULL FISCAL IMPACT ANTICIPATED: Fiscal 

2017 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT: 

 

 

 

Effective 

FY16 

 

FY Succeeding 

Effective FY17 

Full Fiscal 

Impact FY17 

Revenues $0 $0 $0 

Expenditures 
$0 (see note 

below) 
$0 $0 

Net $0 $0 $0 

 

IMPACT ON REVENUES:  It is estimated that there will be no impact on revenues 

resulting from the enactment of this legislation. 

 

IMPACT ON EXPENDITURES: It is anticipated that this legislation would have no 

impact on expenditures because existing resources would be used to implement this 

legislation. However, due to the new reporting requirements and increased volume of 

data collection associated with the package of eight reporting bills that the Council 

will consider on September 17, 2015, the Department has estimated that one-time 

funding of $500,000 would be needed to upgrade its information technology 

infrastructure to comply. A portion of this cost would be attributable to Proposed 

Intro 643-A 

SOURCE OF FUNDS TO COVER ESTIMATED COSTS: N/A 

SOURCE OF INFORMATION:  New York City Department of Correction  

ESTIMATE PREPARED BY:  Steve Riester, Legislative Financial Analyst  

      

 

ESTIMATE REVIEWED BY:  Regina Poreda Ryan, Deputy Director 

           Rebecca Chasan, Assistant Counsel 

           Tanisha Edwards, Chief Counsel 
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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:   This legislation was introduced to the Council on 

February 12, 2015 as Intro. No. 643 and referred to the Committee on Fire and 

Criminal Justice Services. The Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services held 

a hearing on Intro. No. 643 on May 6, 2015 and the legislation was laid over. The 

legislation was subsequently amended and the amended legislation, Proposed Intro. 

No. 643-A, will be voted on by the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services 

on September 16, 2015. Upon successful vote by the Committee, Proposed Intro. No. 

643-A will be submitted to the full Council for a vote on September 17, 2015.              

DATE PREPARED:  September  15, 2015 

 

 

(For text of the remaining bills mentioned above along with their Fiscal 

Impact Statements, please see, respectively, the Reports of the Committee on 

Fire and Criminal Justice Services for Int Nos. 706-A, 753-A, 758-A, 766-A, 

767-A, 768-A, and 784-A, printed below in these Minutes) 

 

 

Accordingly, this Committee recommends the adoption of Int Nos. 643-A, 706-A, 
753-A, 758-A, 766-A, 767-A, 768-A, and 784. 

 

 

(The following is the text of Int. No. 643-A:) 

 

Int. No. 643-A 

By Council Members Crowley, Lancman, Arroyo, Johnson, Koo, Richards, 

Rosenthal, Wills, Mendez, Cabrera, Menchaca, Williams, Rose, Barron, 

Garodnick, Kallos and Lander. 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to requiring the department of correction to provide reports 

regarding the number of inmates who are on  waiting lists for placement in 

or transfer to alternative housing 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 9 of the administrative code of the city of New York 

is amended by adding a new section 9-135 to read as follows:    

§ 9-135 Alternative housing unit waiting list. The commissioner shall post a 
report every 60 days, on the department of correction website, setting forth the 
number of city jail inmates who have been found guilty of violating departmental 
rules but have yet to be placed in punitive segregation, restrictive housing or a 
clinical alternative to punitive segregation housing, or any successor to such housing 
units, disaggregated by inmates with “M” designations at the end of their book and 
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case numbers, indicating that the inmates are known to mental health staff, and 
inmates without “M” designations. Such report shall state the number of inmates 
awaiting placement in any such housing unit categorized by the length of time such 
inmates have been awaiting placement in the following categories: 1-5 days, 6-15 
days, 16-30 days, 31-60 days, and 61 days or longer. The commissioner shall also 
post, no later than 45 days after the end of each quarter, a quarterly report that sets 
forth the number of inmates awaiting transfer to the custody of the New York state 
department of health or the New York state department of people with developmental 
disabilities pursuant to section 730 of the criminal procedure law, the length of stay 
for such inmates, and the housing facility in which such inmates were placed. 

§2.  This local law takes effect immediately, provided that, with regard to reports 

required herein to be posted every 60 days, this local law shall apply beginning with 

the reporting period that commences on October 1, 2015, and provided further that, 

with regard to reports required herein to be posted no later than 45 days after the end 

of each quarter, this local law shall apply beginning with the quarter that commences 

on April 1, 2016. This local law shall expire and be deemed repealed on October 1, 

2020, provided that the commissioner of correction provides written notice to the 

council in the first six months of the year 2020 that this local law will expire without 

further action by the council. If the commissioner does not provide such notice by 

June 30, 2020, this local law shall expire and be deemed repealed one year following 

the date on which the council receives such notice. 

 

ELIZABETH S. CROWLEY, Chairperson; MATHIEU EUGENE, 

FERNANDO CABRERA, RORY I. LANCMAN, PAUL A. VALLONE;  

Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services, September 16, 2015.  Other 
Council Members Attending: Barron, Garodnick and Rosenthal. 

 

On motion of the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito), and adopted, the 

foregoing matter was coupled as a General Order for the day (see ROLL CALL ON 

GENERAL ORDERS FOR THE DAY). 

 

Report for Int. No. 706-A 

Report of the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services in favor of 

approving and adopting, as amended, a Local Law to amend the 

administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the 

commissioner of the department of correction to post a quarterly report 

regarding the visitation of incarcerated individuals. 

 

The Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice, to which the annexed amended 

proposed local law was referred on March 11, 2015 (Minutes, page 792), respectfully 

 

REPORTS: 
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(For text of the report, please see the Report for Int. No. 643-A printed 

above in the Reports of the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services 

section in these Minutes.) 

 

The following is the text of the Fiscal Impact Statement for Int. No. 706-A: 

 

 

 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF NEW YORK 

FINANCE DIVISION 

LATONIA MCKINNEY, 

DIRECTOR 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

 

PROPOSED INTRO. NO:  706-A 

COMMITTEE: Fire and 

Criminal Justice Services    

TITLE: A Local Law to amend the 

administrative code of the city of New 

York, in relation to requiring the 

commissioner of the department of 

correction to post a quarterly report 

regarding the visitation of incarcerated 

individuals. 

 

SPONSORS: Council Members 

Dromm, King, Levine, Chin, 

Johnson, Palma, Cabrera, and 

Rosenthal  

SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION: This bill would require the Department of 

Correction (DOC) to report the number of visits inmates actually receive, both in 

total and per capita each quarter. The report would list the total number of visits to 

inmates in all DOC facilities and the total number of visits to inmates in each DOC  

facility on Rikers Island and those off the Island. It would also require the DOC to 

report any reason a visit is denied. It would also require that reports be disaggregated 

to show visits, including reasons for visit denials by professionals to inmates and 

visits by non-professionals. Reports would be further disaggregated by type of 

professionals. The reports would be required quarterly beginning on January 1, 2016, 

and would require the DOC to report the same statistics for the previous four 

quarters, to the extent such information is available. 

  

EFFECTIVE DATE: This local law would take effect January 1, 2016, provided that 

information regarding the reason a visit is denied need not be included until the 

quarter beginning April 1, 2016, and all information regarding the disaggregation of 

professionals need not be included until the quarter beginning July 1, 2016. 

 

FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH FULL FISCAL IMPACT ANTICIPATED: Fiscal 

2017 
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FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT: 

 

 

 

Effective FY16 

 

FY17 

Succeeding 

Effective FY 

Full Fiscal 

Impact FY17 

Revenues $0 $0 $0 

Expenditures $500,000 $0 $0 

Net $500,000 $0 $0 

 

IMPACT ON REVENUES: It is estimated that there will be no impact on revenues 

resulting from the enactment of this legislation. 

 

IMPACT ON EXPENDITURES: Currently the Department does not capture all the 

data required by this legislation, such as the reasons for visit denials disaggregated by 

professionals. It is estimated that the Department will need one-time funding in 

Fiscal 2016 of $500,000 for information technology startup fees to develop a new 

data collection system to ensure the Department will be able to accurately capture the 

data required for this legislation.  

SOURCE OF FUNDS TO COVER ESTIMATED COSTS: General Fund 

SOURCE OF INFORMATION: New York City Department of Correction  

ESTIMATE PREPARED BY: Steve Riester, Legislative Financial Analyst  

      

   

ESTIMATE REVIEWED BY:  Regina Poreda Ryan, Deputy Director 

            Rebecca Chasan, Assistant Counsel        

            Tanisha Edwards, Chief Counsel 

  

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:   This legislation was introduced to the Council on 

March 11, 2015 as Intro. No. 706 and referred to the Committee on Fire and 

Criminal Justice Services. The Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services held 

a hearing on Intro. No. 706 on May 6, 2015 and the legislation was laid over. The 

legislation was subsequently amended and the amended legislation, Proposed Intro. 

No. 706-A, will be voted on by the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services 

on September 16, 2015. Upon successful vote by the Committee, Proposed Intro. No. 

706-A will be submitted to the full Council for a vote on September 17, 2015.  Due 

to the new reporting requirements and increased volume of data collection associated 

with the package of the eight reporting bills that the Council will consider on 

September 17, 2015, the Department has estimated that one-time funding of 
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$500,000 would be needed to upgrade its information technology infrastructure to 

comply. A portion of this cost would be attributable to Proposed Intro 706-A            

DATE PREPARED:  September 15, 2015 

 

 

Accordingly, this Committee recommends its adoption, as amended. 

 

(The following is the text of Int. No. 706-A:) 

 

Int. No. 706-A 

By Council Members Dromm, King, Levine, Chin, Johnson, Palma, Cabrera, 

Rosenthal, Rose, Barron, Williams, Garodnick, Kallos and Lander. 

 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to requiring the commissioner of the department of correction to 

post a quarterly report regarding the visitation of incarcerated individuals. 

 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 
Section 1.  Chapter 1 of title 9 of the administrative code of the city of New York 

is amended by adding a new section 9-140 to read as follows:    
§ 9-140 Jail visitation statistics. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, 

the following terms have the following meanings: 
Borough jail facility. The term “borough jail facility” means any department 

facility in which inmates are housed by the department and that is located outside 
Rikers Island. 

City jail. The term “city jail” means any department facility in which inmates 
are housed by the department. 

Professional. The term “professional” means a person who is properly 
identified as providing services or assistance to inmates, including lawyers, doctors, 
religious advisors, public officials, therapists, counselors, and media 
representatives. 

Visitor. The term “visitor” means any person who enters a city jail with the 
stated intention of visiting an inmate at any city jail, or any person who is screened 
by the department for visitation purposes, including but not limited to professionals 
and any person who registers to visit an inmate in the department’s visitor tracking 

system.  

b. The commissioner shall post on the department website on a quarterly basis, 
within 30 days of the beginning of each quarter, a report containing information 
pertaining to the visitation of the inmate population in city jails for the prior quarter. 
Such quarterly report shall include the following information in total and 
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disaggregated by whether the visitor is a professional, and also disaggregated by the 
type of services the professional provides: 

1. The total number of visitors to city jails, the total number of visitors to 
borough jail facilities, and the total number of visitors to city jails on Rikers Island. 

2. The total number of visitors that visited an inmate at city jails, the total 
number of visitors that visited an inmate at borough jail facilities, and the total 
number of visitors that visited an inmate at city jails on Rikers Island. 

3. The number of visitors unable to visit an inmate at any city jail, in total and 
disaggregated by the reason such visit was not completed. 

4. The inmate visitation rate, which shall be calculated by dividing the average 
daily number of visitors who visited inmates at city jails during the reporting period 
by the average daily inmate population of city jails during the reporting period. 

5. The borough jail facility visitation rate, which shall be calculated by dividing 
the average daily number of visitors who visited inmates at borough jail facilities 
during the reporting period by the average daily inmate population of borough jail 
facilities during the reporting period. 

6. The Rikers Island visitation rate, which shall be calculated by dividing the 
average daily number of visitors who visited inmates at city jails on Rikers Island 
during the reporting period by the average daily inmate population of city jails on 
Rikers Island during the reporting period. 

c. The commissioner shall post a report containing the information in 
subdivision b of this section for the four quarters prior to January 1, 2016, to the 
extent that such information is available.  

§2. This local law takes effect January 1, 2016, provided that the information 

required by paragraph 3 of subdivision b of section 9-140 of the administrative code 

of the city of New York, as added by section 1 of this local law, need not be included 

in a quarterly report until the quarterly report due within 30 days of the beginning of 

the quarter beginning July 1, 2016, and further provided that the information required 

by section 1 of this local law to be disaggregated by whether the visitor is a 

professional and also disaggregated by the type of services the professional provides 

need not be included in a quarterly report until the quarterly report due within 30 

days of the beginning of the quarter beginning October 1, 2016.  

 

ELIZABETH S. CROWLEY, Chairperson; MATHIEU EUGENE, 

FERNANDO CABRERA, RORY I. LANCMAN, PAUL A. VALLONE;  

Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services, September 16, 2015.  Other 
Council Members Attending: Barron, Garodnick and Rosenthal. 

 

On motion of the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito), and adopted, the 

foregoing matter was coupled as a General Order for the day (see ROLL CALL ON 

GENERAL ORDERS FOR THE DAY). 
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Report for Int. No. 753-A 

Report of the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services in favor of 

approving and adopting, as amended, a Local Law to amend New York city 

charter, in relation to renaming the office of the criminal justice 

coordinator as the office of criminal justice, and the administrative code of 

the city of New York, in relation to requiring the office of criminal justice to 

post on the office’s website an annual report regarding bail and the 

criminal justice system. 

 

The Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice, to which the annexed amended 

proposed local law was referred on April 16, 2015 (Minutes, page 1296), respectfully 

 

REPORTS: 

 

(For text of the report, please see the Report for Int. No. 643-A printed 

above in the Reports of the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services 

section in these Minutes.) 

 

The following is the text of the Fiscal Impact Statement for Int. No. 753-A: 

 

 

 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF NEW YORK 

FINANCE DIVISION 

LATONIA MCKINNEY, 

DIRECTOR 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

 

PROPOSED INTRO. NO:  753-A 

COMMITTEE: Fire and 

Criminal Justice Services    

TITLE: A local law to amend New York 

city charter, in relation to renaming the office 

of the criminal justice coordinator as the 

office of criminal justice, and the 

administrative code of the city of New York, 

in relation to requiring the office of criminal 

justice to post on the office’s website an 

annual report regarding bail and the criminal 

justice system. 

SPONSORS: Council Members 

Rosenthal, Crowley, Dromm, 

Cumbo, Koslowitz, Palma, 

Cornegy, Torres, Cohen, 

Rodriguez, Cabrera, and Lancman 

SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION: The proposed legislation would officially rename 

the office of the “Criminal Justice Coordinator” to the “Office of Criminal Justice,” 

as the office has been referred to since 2014. The bill would also require the Office 
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of Criminal Justice to publish a yearly report on issues surrounding the use of jails in 

the criminal justice system. This report would include the following information both 

in total and on average: 1) number of inmates in jail; 2) what they are charged with; 

3) the severity of their charges; 4) the amount of bail set for  inmates; 5) how long 

inmates are incarcerated pre-trial; 6)  the number of inmates sentenced and the length 

of such sentences; 7) how often bail is set; 8) what amounts of bail are set; 9) how 

often bail is posted; 10) how often those who post bail miss court dates; 11) how 

often those who are released without bail miss court dates;12) how bail affects the 

outcome of cases; 13) and how the use of bail correlates with crime rates by borough. 

 

EFFECTIVE DATE: This local law takes effect immediately, provided that section 

2 applies to any calendar year beginning on or after January 1, 2016, and further 

provided that the first report pursuant to section 2 is due within 90 days of the quarter 

beginning April 1, 2016 

 

FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH FULL FISCAL IMPACT ANTICIPATED: Fiscal 

2017 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT: 

 

 

 

Effective FY16 

 

FY17 

Succeeding 

Effective FY 

Full Fiscal 

Impact FY17 

Revenues $0 $0 $0 

Expenditures 
$0 (see note 

below) 
$0 $0 

Net $0 $0 $0 

 

IMPACT ON REVENUES: It is estimated that there will be no impact on revenues 

resulting from the enactment of this legislation. 

 

IMPACT ON EXPENDITURES: It is anticipated that this legislation would have no 

impact on expenditures because existing resources would be used to implement the 

reporting requirements of this legislation. However, due to the new reporting 

requirements and increased volume of data collection associated with the package of 

the eight reporting bills that the Council will consider on September 17, 2015, the 

Department has estimated that one-time funding of $500,000 would be needed to 

upgrade its information technology infrastructure to comply. A portion of this cost 

would be attributable to Proposed Intro 753-A 

SOURCE OF FUNDS TO COVER ESTIMATED COSTS: N/A 

SOURCE OF INFORMATION:  New York City Department of Correction  
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ESTIMATE PREPARED BY:  Steve Riester, Legislative Financial Analyst 

 

ESTIMATE REVIEWED BY:  Regina Poreda Ryan, Deputy Director 

            Rebecca Chasan, Assistant Counsel 

            Tanisha Edwards, Chief Counsel 

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY: This legislation was introduced to the Council on April 

16, 2015 as Intro. No. 753 and referred to the Committee on Fire and Criminal 

Justice Services. The Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services held a hearing 

on Intro. No. 753 on May 6, 2015 and the legislation was laid over. The legislation 

was subsequently amended and the amended legislation, Proposed Intro. No. 753-A, 

will be voted on by the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services on 

September 16, 2015. Upon successful vote by the Committee, Proposed Intro. No. 

753-A will be submitted to the full Council for a vote on September 17, 2015.              

DATE PREPARED:   September 15, 2015 

 

Accordingly, this Committee recommends its adoption, as amended. 

 

(The following is the text of Int. No. 753-A:) 

 

Int. No. 753-A 

By Council Members Rosenthal, Crowley, Dromm, Cumbo, Koslowitz, Palma, 

Cornegy, Torres, Cohen, Rodriguez, Cabrera, Lancman, Williams, Rose, Barron, 

Garodnick, Kallos and Lander. 

 

A Local Law to amend New York city charter, in relation to renaming the office 

of the criminal justice coordinator as the office of criminal justice, and the 

administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the 

office of criminal justice to post on the office’s website an annual report 

regarding bail and the criminal justice system. 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section 1. The section heading and opening paragraph of section 13 of the New 

York city charter, as added by vote of the electors on November 4, 1975, are 

amended to read as follows: 

[Coordinator of criminal justice] Office of Criminal Justice. There is established 

in the executive office of the mayor [a position of coordinator] an office of criminal 

justice, to be headed by a coordinator of criminal justice appointed by the mayor. 

The coordinator shall: 

§ 2. Subchapter 1 of chapter 1 of title 3 of the administrative code of the city of 

New York is amended by adding a new section 3-117 to read as follows: 



September 17, 2015  

 

3298 

3-117 Annual reporting on bail and the criminal justice system.  

a. Within 90 days of the beginning of each reporting period, the office of 
criminal justice shall post on its website a report regarding bail and the criminal 
justice system for the preceding reporting period. The reporting period for 
paragraphs 1, 3, 14, and 15 of this subdivision is quarterly, the reporting period for 
paragraphs 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 16 is semi-annually, and the 
reporting period for paragraphs 17 through 33 is annually. For the purposes of this 
subdivision, any inmate incarcerated on multiple charges shall be deemed to be 
incarcerated only on the most serious charge, a violent felony shall be deemed to be 
more serious than a non-violent felony of the same class, any inmate incarcerated on 
multiple charges of the same severity shall be deemed to be held on each charge, any 
inmate incarcerated on multiple bail amounts shall be deemed to be held only on the 

highest bail amount, any inmate held on pending criminal charges who has a parole 
hold shall be deemed to be held only on the parole hold, any inmate held on pending 
criminal charges who has any other hold shall be deemed to be held only on the 
pending criminal charges, and any inmate incarcerated on multiple cases in which 
sentence has been imposed on at least one of such cases shall be deemed to be 
sentenced. Such report shall contain the following information, for the preceding 
reporting period or for the most recent reporting period for which such information 
is available, to the extent such information is available: 

1. The average daily population of inmates in the custody of the department of 
correction. 

2. The number of inmates admitted to the custody of the department of 
correction during the reporting period who had been sentenced to a definite 
sentence, the number held on pending criminal charges, and the number in any other 
category. 

3. Of the number of inmates in the custody of the department of correction on the 
last Friday of each calendar month of the reporting period, the percentage who had 
been sentenced to a definite sentence, the percentage held on pending criminal 
charges, and the percentage in any other category. 

4. Of the number of inmates in the custody of the department of correction on the 
last Friday of each calendar month of the reporting period held on pending criminal 
charges, the percentage who were remanded without bail. 

5. The number of inmates in the custody of the department of correction who 
were sentenced to a definite sentence during the reporting period of the following 
length: (a) 1-15 days; (b) 16-30 days; (c) 31-90 days; (d) 91-180 days; or (e) more 
than 180 days. 

6. Of the number inmates in the custody of the department of correction on the 
last Friday of each calendar month of the reporting period who were sentenced to a 
definite sentence, the percentage of inmates whose sentences were of the following 

lengths: (a) 1-15 days; (b) 16-30 days; (c) 31-90 days; (d) 91-180 days; or (e) more 
than 180 days. 

7. The number of inmates admitted to the custody of the department of 
correction during the reporting period on pending criminal charges who were 
charged with offenses of the following severity: (a) class A felonies; (b) class B or C 
felonies; (c) class D or E felonies; (d) misdemeanors; or (e) non-criminal charges. 
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8. Of the number of inmates in the custody of the department of correction on the 
last Friday of each calendar month of the reporting period held on pending criminal 
charges, the percentage charged with offenses of the following severity: (a) class A 
felonies; (b) class B or C felonies; (c) class D or E felonies; (d) misdemeanors; or 
(e) non-criminal charges. 

9. The number of inmates admitted to the custody of the department of 
correction during the reporting period on pending criminal charges who were 
charged with offenses of the following severity: (a) class A felonies disaggregated by 
offense; (b) violent felonies as defined in section 70.02 of the penal law; (c) non-
violent felonies as defined in section 70.02 of the penal law; (d) misdemeanors; or 
(e) non-criminal charges. 

10. Of the number of inmates in the custody of the department of correction on 

the last Friday of each calendar month of the reporting period held on pending 
criminal charges, the percentage charged with offenses of the following severity: (a) 
class A felonies disaggregated by offense; (b) violent felonies as defined in section 
70.02 of the penal law; (c) non-violent felonies as defined in section 70.02 of the 
penal law; (d) misdemeanors; or (e) non-criminal charges. 

11. Of the number of inmates in the custody of the department of correction on 
the last Friday of each calendar month of the reporting period held on pending 
criminal charges, the percentage charged with offenses of the following type, 
including the attempt to commit any of such offense as defined in section 110 of the 
penal law:  

(a) The following crimes as defined in the New York state penal law: (i) 
misdemeanor larceny as defined in sections 155.25, 140.35, and 165.40, (ii) 
misdemeanor drug possession as defined in section 220.03, (iii) misdemeanor 
assault as defined in sections 120.00, 120.14, 120.15, 121.11, and 265.01, (iv) 

misdemeanor harassment or violation of a court order as defined in sections 215.50 
and 240.30, (v) misdemeanor theft of services as defined in section 165.15, (vi) 
misdemeanor trespass as defined in sections 140.10 and 140.15, (vii) misdemeanor 
criminal mischief or graffiti as defined in sections 145.00 and 145.60, (viii) 
misdemeanor sexual crimes as defined in sections 130.52, 130.55, and 135.60, (ix) 
misdemeanor resisting arrest or obstructing governmental administration as defined 
in sections 205.30 and 195.05, (x) misdemeanor marijuana possession as defined in 
sections 221.10 and 221.40, (xi) felony vehicular assault or vehicular manslaughter 
as defined in sections 120.03, 120.04, 120.04-a, 120.20, 120.25, 125.12, 125.13, and 
125.14, (xii) felony assault as defined in sections 120.05, 120.06, 120.07, 120.08, 
120.09, 120.10, 120.11, 120.12, and 120.13, (xiii) homicide offenses as defined in 
sections 125.10, 125.11, 125.15, 125.20, 125.21, 125.22, 125.25, 125.26, and 
125.27, (xiv) felony sexual assault as defined in sections 130.25, 130.30, 130.35, 
130.40, 130.45, 130.50, 130.53, 130.65, 130.65a, 130.66, 130.67, 130.70, 130.75, 
130.80, 130.90, 130.91, 130.95, and 130.96, (xv) kidnapping as defined in sections 

135.10, 135.20, and 135.25, (xvi) burglary as defined in sections 140.20, 140.25, 
and 140.30, (xvii) arson as defined in sections 150.05, 150.10, 150.15, and 150.20, 
(xviii) robbery, grand larceny, and stolen property offenses as defined in sections 
155.30, 155,35, 155.40, 155.42, 160.05, 160.10, 160.15, 165.45, 165.50, 165.52, and 
165.54, (xix) felony violation of a court order as defined in sections 215.51 and 
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215.52, (xx) felony drug possession or sale as defined in sections 220.06, 220.09, 
220.16, 220.18, 220.21, 220.31, 220.34, 220.39, 220.41, 220.43, and 220.44, (xxii) 
firearm or weapons possession as defined in sections 265.01-A, 265.01-B, 265.02, 
265.03, 265.04, 265.08, 265.09, 265.11, 265.12, 265.13, 265.14, 265.16, and 265.19. 

(b) The following crimes as defined in the New York state vehicle and traffic 
law: (i) driving under the influence of alcohol as defined in section 1192, (ii) driving 
with a suspended license as defined in section 511. 

(c) The following categories of offense: (i) any violation or non-criminal offense, 
(ii) any misdemeanor not specifically enumerated in this paragraph, (iii) any felony 
not specifically enumerated in this paragraph. 

12. The number of inmates admitted to the custody of the department of 
correction during the reporting period on pending criminal charges who were 

charged with offenses in the categories defined in subparagraphs a, b, and c of 
paragraph 11 of this subdivision. 

13. The number of inmates admitted to the custody of the department of 
correction during the reporting period on pending criminal charges who had bail 
fixed in the following amounts: (a) $1; (b) $2-$500; (c) $501-$1000; (d) $1001-
$2500; (e) $2501-$5000; (f) $5001-$10,000; (g) $10,001-$25,000; (h) $25,001-
$50,000; (i) $50,001-$100,000; or (j) more than $100,000. 

14. Of the number of inmates in the custody of the department of correction on 
the final Friday of each calendar month of the reporting period who were held on 
pending criminal charges, the percentage who had bail fixed in the following 
amounts: (a) $1; (b) $2-$500; (c) $501-$1000; (d) $1001-$2500; (e) $2501-$5000; 
(f) $5001-$10,000; (g) $10,001-$25,000; (h) $25,001-$50,000; (i) $50,001-
$100,000; or (j) more than $100,000. 

15. Of the number of inmates in the custody of the department of correction on 

the final day of the reporting period who were held on pending criminal charges, the 
percentage who had been incarcerated for the following lengths of time: (a) 1-2 
days; (b) 3-5 days; (c) 6-15 days; (d) 16-30 days; (e) 31-90 days; (f) 91-180 days; 
(g) 180 – 365 days; or (h) more than 365 days. 

16. The information in paragraphs 1, 5, 7, 9, 13, 15, 30, 31, 32, and 33 of this 
subdivision disaggregated by the borough in which the inmate’s case was pending. 
This data shall be listed separately and shall also be compared to the following 
crime rates disaggregated by borough:  

(a) The number of crimes reported per capita; 

(b) The number of class A felonies and violent felonies as defined in section 
70.02 of the penal law reported per capita; 

(c) The number of arrests per capita for criminal offenses; and 

(d) The number of arrests for class A felonies and violent felonies as defined in 

section 70.02 of the penal law per capita. 

17. The number of cases in which bail was set at arraignment on a misdemeanor 
complaint. 

18. Of all cases arraigned on a misdemeanor complaint, the percentage in which 
bail was set. 
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19. The number of cases in which bail was set at arraignment on a felony 
complaint. 

20. Of all cases arraigned on a felony complaint, the percentage in which bail 
was set. 

21. The number of cases in which bail was posted during any time in which the 
most serious pending count was a misdemeanor and the defendant failed to appear 
for at least one court appearance during the reporting period. 

22. Of all cases in which bail was posted during any time in which the most 
serious pending count was a misdemeanor, the percentage in which the defendant 
failed to appear for at least one court appearance during the reporting period. 

23. The number of cases in which bail was posted during any time in which the 
most serious pending count was a felony and the defendant failed to appear for at 

least one court appearance during the reporting period. 

24. Of all cases in which bail was posted during any time in which the most 
serious pending count was a felony, the percentage in which the defendant failed to 
appear for at least one court appearance during the reporting period. 

25. The number of cases in which the defendant was released without bail 
during any time in which the most serious pending count was a misdemeanor and the 
defendant failed to appear for at least one court appearance during the reporting 
period. 

26. Of all cases in which the defendant was released without bail during any 
time in which the most serious pending count was a misdemeanor, the percentage in 
which the defendant failed to appear for at least one court appearance during the 
reporting period. 

27. The number of cases in which the defendant was released without bail 

during any time in which the most serious pending count was a felony and the 
defendant failed to appear for at least one court appearance during the reporting 
period. 

28. Of all cases in which the defendant was released without bail during any 
time in which the most serious pending count was a felony, the percentage in which 
the defendant failed to appear for at least one court appearance during the reporting 
period. 

29.  The number of defendants assigned supervised release at arraignment and 
the percentage of arraigned defendants who were assigned supervised release. 

30. Of all criminal cases in which bail was fixed during the preceding reporting 
period, the percentage in which the defendant posted bail, in total and disaggregated 
by the following bail amounts: (a) $1; (b) $2-$500; (c) $501-$1000; (d) $1001-
$2500; (e) $2501-$5000; (f) $5001-$10,000; (g) $10,001-$25,000; (h) $25,001-
$50,000; (i) $50,001-$100,000; or (j) more than $100,000. 

31. Of all cases in which the defendant was held in the custody of the department 
of correction on pending criminal charges for any period of time and in which a 
disposition was reached during the reporting period, the percentage in which the 
disposition was as follows: (a) conviction for a class A felony disaggregated by 
offense; (b) conviction for a violent felony; (c) conviction for a non-violent felony; 
(c) conviction for a misdemeanor; (d) conviction for a non-criminal offense; (e) 
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charges dismissed or adjourned in contemplation of dismissal; or (f) any other 
disposition. 

32. Of all cases in which the defendant was held in the custody of the department 
of correction on pending criminal charges during the reporting period for any 
period of time, the percentage in which the status of the criminal case is as follows: 
(a) the charges are pending and the defendant was released by posting bail; (b) the 
charges are pending and the defendant was released by court order; (c) the charges 
are pending and the defendant was not released; (d) conviction for a violent felony; 
(e) conviction for a non-violent felony; (f) conviction for a misdemeanor; (g) 
conviction for a non-criminal offense; (h) charges dismissed or adjourned in 
contemplation of dismissal; or (i) any other disposition. 

33. Of the number of inmates in the custody of the department of correction on 

the last Friday of each calendar month who were held on pending criminal charges 
during the reporting period, the percentage in which the status of the criminal case 
on the final day of the reporting period is as follows: (a) the charges are pending 
and the defendant was released by posting bail; (b) the charges are pending and the 
defendant was released by court order; (c) the charges are pending and the 
defendant was not released; (d) conviction for a violent felony; (e) conviction for a 
non-violent felony; (f) conviction for a misdemeanor; (g) conviction for a non-
criminal offense; (h) charges dismissed or adjourned in contemplation of dismissal; 
or (i) any other disposition. 

§ 3. This local law takes effect immediately, provided that section 2 applies to 

any calendar year beginning on or after January 1, 2016, and further provided that 

the first report pursuant to section 2 is due within 90 days of the quarter beginning 

April 1, 2016. 

 

ELIZABETH S. CROWLEY, Chairperson; MATHIEU EUGENE, 

FERNANDO CABRERA, RORY I. LANCMAN, PAUL A. VALLONE;  

Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services, September 16, 2015.  Other 
Council Members Attending: Barron, Garodnick and Rosenthal. 

 

On motion of the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito), and adopted, the 

foregoing matter was coupled as a General Order for the day (see ROLL CALL ON 

GENERAL ORDERS FOR THE DAY). 

 

Report for Int. No. 758-A 

Report of the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services in favor of 

approving and adopting, as amended, a Local Law to amend the 

administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the 

commissioner of the department of correction to post a quarterly report 

regarding the department's grievance system. 

 

The Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice, to which the annexed amended 

proposed local law was referred on April 28, 2015 (Minutes, page 1500), respectfully 
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REPORTS: 

 

(For text of the report, please see the Report for Int. No. 643-A printed 

above in the Reports of the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services 

section in these Minutes.) 

 

The following is the text of the Fiscal Impact Statement for Int. No. 758-A: 

 

 

 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF NEW YORK 

FINANCE DIVISION 

LATONIA MCKINNEY, 

DIRECTOR 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

 

PROPOSED INTRO. NO:  758-A 

COMMITTEE: Fire and 

Criminal Justice Services    

TITLE: A Local Law to amend the 

administrative code of the city of New York, 

in relation to requiring the commissioner of 

the department of correction to post a 

quarterly report regarding the department's 

grievance system. 

SPONSORS: Council Members 

Barron, Arroyo, Cabrera, Dickens, 

Dromm, Johnson, Levine, 

Richards, Williams, and Rosenthal 

SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION: This bill would require the Department of 

Correction (DOC) to report quarterly the number of grievances filed by inmates, 

disaggregated by the facility and housing area type in which it was filed, and also 

disaggregated by the grievance category and the method with which the grievance 

was filed. The DOC would also be required to report about the various stages of the 

grievance process, the number of grievances resolved at each stage of the process, 

and the reasons any grievance was dismissed. 

 

EFFECTIVE DATE: This local law would take effect immediately, and the first 

report pursuant to the bill would be due within 45 days of January 1, 2016.  

 

FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH FULL FISCAL IMPACT ANTICIPATED: Fiscal 

2017 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT: 
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Effective FY16 

 

FY17 

Succeeding 

Effective FY 

Full Fiscal 

Impact FY17 

Revenues $0 $0 $0 

Expenditures 
$0 (see note 

below) 
$0 $0 

Net $0 $0 $0 

 

IMPACT ON REVENUES:  It is estimated that there will be no impact on revenues 

resulting from the enactment of this legislation. 

 

IMPACT ON EXPENDITURES: It is anticipated that this legislation would have no 

impact on expenditures because existing resources would be used to implement the 

reporting requirement of this legislation.  However, due to the new reporting 

requirements and increased volume of data collection associated with the package of 

the eight reporting bills that the Council will consider on September 17, 2015, the 

Department has estimated that one-time funding of $500,000 would be needed to 

upgrade its information technology infrastructure to comply. A portion of this cost 

would be attributable to Proposed Intro 758-A 

SOURCE OF FUNDS TO COVER ESTIMATED COSTS: N/A 

SOURCE OF INFORMATION:  New York City Department of Correction  

ESTIMATE PREPARED BY:  Steve Riester, Legislative Financial Analyst  

      

ESTIMATE REVIEWED BY:  Regina Poreda Ryan, Deputy Director 

          Rebecca Chasan, Assistant Counsel 

         Tanisha Edwards, Chief Counsel 

  

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:  This legislation was introduced to the Council on April 

28, 2015 as Intro. No. 758 and referred to the Committee on Fire and Criminal 

Justice Services. The Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services held a hearing 

on Intro. No. 758 on May 6, 2015 and the legislation was laid over. The legislation 

was subsequently amended and the amended legislation, Proposed Intro. No. 758-A, 

will be voted on by the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services on 

September 16, 2015. Upon successful vote by the Committee, Proposed Intro. No. 

578-A will be submitted to the full Council for a vote on September 17, 2015.              

DATE PREPARED:  September 15, 2015 
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Accordingly, this Committee recommends its adoption, as amended. 

 

(The following is the text of Int. No. 758-A:) 

 

Int. No. 758-A 

By Council Members Barron, Arroyo, Cabrera, Dickens, Dromm, Johnson, Levine, 

Richards, Williams, Rosenthal, Garodnick, Kallos and Lander. 

 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to requiring the commissioner of the department of correction to 

post a quarterly report regarding the department's grievance system. 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 
Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 9 of the administrative code of the city of New York 

is amended by adding a new section 9-136 to read as follows:    
§ 9-136 Grievance statistics. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the 

following terms have the following meanings: 
Grievance. The term "grievance" means a written complaint submitted by an 

inmate in the custody of the department about an issue, condition, practice or action 
relating to the inmate’s confinement that is subject to the inmate grievance and 
request program or any successor program. 

Inmate grievance and request program. The term "inmate grievance and request 

program" means a formal process established by the department that provides 
inmates with the opportunity to resolve issues regarding their confinement through a 
structured process. 

b. Forty-five days after the quarter beginning January 1, 2016, and no later than 
the forty-fifth day after the end of each subsequent quarter, the commissioner shall 
post on the department website a report containing the following information for the 
preceding quarter: 

1. The number of grievances submitted in all departmental facilities, in total and 
disaggregated by the facility and housing area type in which such grievance was 
submitted. 

2. The number of grievances submitted in all departmental facilities, 
disaggregated by grievance category, by the facility and housing area type in which 
such grievance was submitted, and by the method by which such grievance was 
submitted. 

3. The number of grievances, the stages of the grievance process, the stage in the 
grievance process at which they were resolved, and the categories for which any 
grievances were dismissed.  

4. The number of inmates that submitted grievances. 
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§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately. 
 

ELIZABETH S. CROWLEY, Chairperson; MATHIEU EUGENE, 

FERNANDO CABRERA, RORY I. LANCMAN, PAUL A. VALLONE;  

Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services, September 16, 2015.  Other 
Council Members Attending: Barron, Garodnick and Rosenthal. 

 

On motion of the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito), and adopted, the 

foregoing matter was coupled as a General Order for the day (see ROLL CALL ON 

GENERAL ORDERS FOR THE DAY). 

 

Report for Int. No. 766-A 

Report of the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services in favor of 

approving and adopting, as amended, a Local Law to amend the 

administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the 

department of correction to post a quarterly report on the population 

demographics of the city's jails. 

 

The Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice, to which the annexed amended 

proposed local law was referred on April 28, 2015 (Minutes, page 1552), respectfully 

 

REPORTS: 

 

(For text of the report, please see the Report for Int. No. 643-A printed 

above in the Reports of the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services 

section in these Minutes.) 

 

The following is the text of the Fiscal Impact Statement for Int. No. 766-A: 

 

 

 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF NEW YORK 

FINANCE DIVISION 

LATONIA MCKINNEY, 

DIRECTOR 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

 

PROPOSED INTRO. NO:  766-A 

COMMITTEE: Fire and 

Criminal Justice Services    

TITLE: A Local Law to amend the 

administrative code of the city of New York, 

in relation to requiring the department of 

correction to post a quarterly report on the 

SPONSORS: Council Members 

Garodnick, Dromm, Ferreras-

Copeland, Cabrera, Chin, 

Constantinides, Johnson, Lander, 
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population demographics of the city's jails. Levine, Richards, Rose, Rosenthal, 

and Menchaca 

SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION: This bill would require the Department of 

Correction to report demographic statistics regarding DOC inmates on the 

Department’s website.  Reports would present information regarding both the DOC’s 

average daily population and inmates admitted to DOC custody. The demographic 

factors would include: age, gender, and race, the borough in which the inmate was 

arrested, educational background, and whether the inmate has been identified as a 

security risk. 

 

EFFECTIVE DATE: This local law takes effect January 1, 2016. 

 

FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH FULL FISCAL IMPACT ANTICIPATED: Fiscal 

2017 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT: 

 

 

 

Effective FY16 

 

FY17Succeeding 

Effective FY 

Full Fiscal 

Impact FY17 

Revenues $0 $0 $0 

Expenditures 
$0 (see note 

below) 
$0 $0 

Net $0 $0 $0 

 

IMPACT ON REVENUES: It is estimated that there will be no impact on revenues 

resulting from the enactment of this legislation. 

 

IMPACT ON EXPENDITURES: It is anticipated that this legislation would have no 

impact on expenditures because existing resources would be used to implement this 

legislation. However, due to the new reporting requirements and increased volume of 

data collection associated with the package of the eight reporting bills that the 

Council will consider on September 17, 2015, the Department has estimated that 

one-time funding of $500,000 would be needed to upgrade its information 

technology infrastructure to comply. A portion of this cost would be attributable to 

Proposed Intro 766-A 

SOURCE OF FUNDS TO COVER ESTIMATED COSTS: N/A 

SOURCE OF INFORMATION: New York City Department of Correction  

ESTIMATE PREPARED BY: Steve Riester, Legislative Financial Analyst  
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ESTIMATE REVIEWED BY:  Regina Poreda Ryan, Deputy Director 

           Rebecca Chasan, Assistant Counsel 

           Tanisha Edwards, Chief Counsel 

  

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:   This legislation was introduced to the Council on 

April 28, 2015 as Intro. No. 766 and referred to the Committee on Fire and Criminal 

Justice Services. The Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services held a hearing 

on Intro. No. 766 on May 6, 2015 and the legislation was laid over. The legislation 

was subsequently amended and the amended legislation, Proposed Intro. No. 766-A, 

will be voted on by the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services on 

September 16, 2015. Upon successful vote by the Committee, Proposed Intro. No. 

766-A will be submitted to the full Council for a vote on September 17, 2015.              

DATE PREPARED:  September 15, 2015 

 

Accordingly, this Committee recommends its adoption, as amended. 

 

(The following is the text of Int. No. 766-A:) 

 

Int. No. 766-A 

By Council Members Garodnick, Dromm, Ferreras-Copeland, Cabrera, Chin, 

Constantinides, Johnson, Lander, Levine, Richards, Rose, Rosenthal, Menchaca, 

Williams, Barron and Kallos. 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to requiring the department of correction to post a quarterly report 

on the population demographics of the city's jails. 

 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section 1.  Chapter 1 of title 9 of the administrative code of the city of New York 

is amended by adding a new section 9-137 to read as follows: 
§ 9-137 Jail population statistics. 
a. Within 45 days of the end of each quarter of the fiscal year, the department 

shall post a report on its website containing information related to the inmate 
population in city jails for the preceding quarter. Such quarterly report shall include 
the following information based on the number of inmate admissions during the 

reporting period, and based on the average daily population of the city's jails for the 
preceding quarter in total, and as a percentage of the average daily population of 
inmates in the department's custody during the reporting period: 

1. Age, in years, disaggregated as follows: 16-17, 18-21, 22-25, 26-29, 30-39, 
40-49, 50-59, 60-69, 70 or older. 
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2. Gender, including a separate category for those inmates housed in any 
transgender housing unit. 

3. Race of inmates, categorized as follows: African-American, Hispanic, Asian, 
white, or any other race. 

4. The borough in which the inmate was arrested. 
5. Educational background as self-reported by inmates after admission to the 

custody of the department, categorized as follows based on the highest level of 
education achieved: no high school diploma or general education diploma, a 
general education diploma, a high school diploma, some college but no degree, an 
associate's degree, a bachelor’s degree, or a post-collegiate degree. 

6. The number of inmates identified by the department as a member of a security 
risk group, as defined by the department. 

§2. This local law takes effect January 1, 2016. 
 

ELIZABETH S. CROWLEY, Chairperson; MATHIEU EUGENE, 

FERNANDO CABRERA, RORY I. LANCMAN, PAUL A. VALLONE;  

Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services, September 16, 2015.  Other 
Council Members Attending: Barron, Garodnick and Rosenthal. 

 

On motion of the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito), and adopted, the 

foregoing matter was coupled as a General Order for the day (see ROLL CALL ON 

GENERAL ORDERS FOR THE DAY). 

 

Report for Int. No. 767-A 

Report of the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services in favor of 

approving and adopting, as amended, a Local Law to amend the 

administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the publication of 

the department of correction's policies on the use of force. 

 

The Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice, to which the annexed amended 

proposed local law was referred on April 28, 2015 (Minutes, page 1523), respectfully 

 

REPORTS: 

 

(For text of the report, please see the Report for Int. No. 643-A printed 

above in the Reports of the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services 

section in these Minutes.) 
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The following is the text of the Fiscal Impact Statement for Int. No. 767-A: 

 

 

 

 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

NEW YORK 

FINANCE DIVISION 

LATONIA MCKINNEY, DIRECTOR 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

 

PROPOSED INTRO. NO:  767-A 

COMMITTEE: Fire 

and Criminal Justice 

Services    

TITLE: A local law to amend the 

administrative code of the city of New 

York, in relation to the publication of 

the department of correction's policies 

on the use of force. 

 

 

SPONSORS: Council Members 

Garodnick, Dromm, Ferreras-Copeland, 

Chin, Constantinides, Johnson, Lander, 

Levine, Rosenthal, Mendez, Cabrera 

and Menchaca 

SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION: This bill would require the Department of 

Correction to publicly post the rules it has established regarding the authorized use of 

force by Department employees on inmates. The commissioner would be permitted 

to redact this report as necessary to preserve safety and security. 

 

EFFECTIVE DATE: This local law takes effect 30 days after it becomes law. 

 

FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH FULL FISCAL IMPACT ANTICIPATED: Fiscal 

2017 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT: 

 

 

Effective FY16 

 

FY17 

Succeeding 

Effective FY 

Full Fiscal 

Impact FY17 

Revenues $0 $0 $0 

Expenditures 
$0 (see note 

below) 
$0 $0 

Net $0 $0 $0 
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IMPACT ON REVENUES: It is estimated that there will be no impact on revenues 

resulting from the enactment of this legislation. 

 

IMPACT ON EXPENDITURES: It is anticipated that this legislation would have no 

impact on expenditures because existing resources would be used to implement this 

legislation. However, due to the new reporting requirements and increased volume of 

data collection associated with the package of the eight reporting bills that the 

Council will consider on September 17, 2015, the Department has estimated that 

one-time funding of $500,000 would be needed to upgrade its information 

technology infrastructure to comply. A portion of this cost would be attributable to 

Proposed Intro 767-A 

SOURCE OF FUNDS TO COVER ESTIMATED COSTS: N/A 

SOURCE OF INFORMATION:  New York City Department of Correction  

ESTIMATE PREPARED BY:  Steve Riester, Legislative Financial Analyst  

      

ESTIMATE REVIEWED BY:  Regina Poreda Ryan, Deputy Director 

           Rebecca Chasan, Assistant Counsel 

           Tanisha Edwards, Chief Counsel 

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:  This legislation was introduced to the Council on April 

28, 2015 as Intro. No. 767 and referred to the Committee on Fire and Criminal 

Justice Services. The Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services held a hearing 

on Intro. No. 767 on May 6, 2015 and the legislation was laid over. The legislation 

was subsequently amended and the amended legislation, Proposed Intro. No. 767-A, 

will be voted on by the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services on 

September 16, 2015. Upon successful vote by the Committee, Proposed Intro. No. 

767-A will be submitted to the full Council for a vote on September 17, 2015.              

DATE PREPARED:  September 15, 2015 

 

Accordingly, this Committee recommends its adoption, as amended. 

 

(The following is the text of Int. No. 767-A:) 

 

Int. No. 767-A 

By Council Members Garodnick, Dromm, Ferreras-Copeland, Chin, Constantinides, 

Johnson, Lander, Levine, Rosenthal, Mendez, Cabrera, Menchaca, Williams, 

Barron and Kallos. 
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A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to the publication of the department of correction's policies on the 

use of force. 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 9 of the administrative code of the city of New York 

is amended by adding a new section 9-138 to read as follows:  

  

§ 9-138 Use of force directive. The commissioner shall post on the department's 
website the directive stating the department's current policies regarding the use of 

force by departmental staff on inmates, including but not limited to the 
circumstances in which any use of force is justified, the circumstances in which 
various levels of force or various uses of equipment are justified, and the procedures 
staff must follow prior to using force. The commissioner may redact such directive as 
necessary to preserve safety and security in the facilities under the department’s 
control. 

 

§ 2. This local law takes effect 30 days after it becomes law. 

 

ELIZABETH S. CROWLEY, Chairperson; MATHIEU EUGENE, 

FERNANDO CABRERA, RORY I. LANCMAN, PAUL A. VALLONE;  

Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services, September 16, 2015.  Other 
Council Members Attending: Barron, Garodnick and Rosenthal. 

 

On motion of the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito), and adopted, the 

foregoing matter was coupled as a General Order for the day (see ROLL CALL ON 

GENERAL ORDERS FOR THE DAY). 

 

 

Report for Int. No. 768-A 

Report of the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services in favor of 

approving and adopting, as amended, a Local Law to amend the 

administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the 

department of correction to report on enhanced supervision housing. 

 

The Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice, to which the annexed amended 

proposed local law was referred on April 28, 2015 (Minutes, page 1524), respectfully 

 

REPORTS: 

 

(For text of the report, please see the Report for Int. No. 643-A printed 

above in the Reports of the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services 

section in these Minutes.) 
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The following is the text of the Fiscal Impact Statement for Int. No. 768-A: 

 

 

 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF NEW YORK 

FINANCE DIVISION 

LATONIA MCKINNEY, 

DIRECTOR 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

 

PROPOSED INTRO. NO:  768-A 

COMMITTEE: Fire and 

Criminal Justice Services    

TITLE: A Local Law to amend the 

administrative code of the city of New 

York, in relation to requiring the 

department of correction to report on 

enhanced supervision housing. 

 

SPONSORS: Council Members 

Garodnick, Dromm, Ferreras-

Copeland, Constantinides, Gentile, 

Johnson, Lander, Levine, Rose, 

Rosenthal, Mendez, and Cabrera 

SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION: Proposed Intro. 768-A would amend the current 

reporting requirements for the Department of Correction (DOC) to include 

information regarding all types of segregated housing units in which inmates are 

restricted to their cells for a certain period of time.  Currently, the DOC provides 

reports related to punitive segregation housing units and mental health units.  

Proposed Intro 768-A would require the Department to post quarterly reports on its 

website with 42 indicators related to segregated housing units, the inmates housed 

there, activities and services, the movement of inmates within and between housing 

units, the use of force, and inmate complaints. 

 

EFFECTIVE DATE: This local law would effect on January 1, 2016, and the first 

quarterly report to include the new housing units would be due on April 20, 2016. 

 

FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH FULL FISCAL IMPACT ANTICIPATED: Fiscal 

2017 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT: 
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Effective 

FY16 

 

FY17 

Succeeding 

Effective FY 

Full Fiscal 

Impact FY17 

Revenues $0 $0 $0 

Expenditures $170,146 $340,291 $340,291 

Net $170,146 $340,291 $340,291 

 

IMPACT ON REVENUES: It is estimated that there will be no impact on revenues 

resulting from the enactment of this legislation. 

 

IMPACT ON EXPENDITURES: It is estimated that Proposed Intro 768-A would 

require the Department to hire additional uniform staff and have a fiscal impact of 

$340,291 in Fiscal 2017.  Local Law 42 of 2014 requires the DOC to post a quarterly 

report on the conditions of inmates in punitive segregation facilities, including 

mental health facilities in which inmates are isolated to their cells for significantly 

longer than inmates in general population. As a result of Local Law 42 of 2014, the 

Department’s budget was increased by $921,069 ($492,994 in PS and $427,075 in 

OTPS) in the Fiscal 2016 November Plan for five uniform officers and one civilian 

position to ensure compliance.  In early 2015, the DOC established a new Enhanced 

Segregation Housing Unit, in which inmates are isolated to their cells for more hours 

than inmates in general population, but less hours than inmates in punitive 

segregation.  Proposed Intro 768-A would require the DOC to include inmates in the 

new Enhanced Segregation Housing Units as part of the quarterly reports they are 

already required to submit regarding inmate conditions in punitive segregation 

housing.  Proposed Intro 768-A would require the Department to collect information 

from inmates such as the number of requests made by inmates for assistance from the 

law library and the number of requests made by inmates to make telephone calls.  

According to the Department, the additional data collection required by this 

legislation would require additional funding of $418,524 for four uniform officers 

and one civilian position.  We estimate that only the additional uniform staff would 

of one captain and three correction officers would be needed to ensure accurate and 

timely data collection. Since Proposed Intro 768-A would not take effect until 

January 1, 2016, the estimated expenditure in Fiscal 2016 would represent half year 

value of the increase in uniform staffing and the full year value would go into effect 

beginning in Fiscal 2017. Due to the new reporting requirements and increased 

volume of data collection associated with the package of the eight reporting bills that 

the Council will consider on September 17, 2015, the Department has estimated that 

one-time funding of $500,000 would be needed to upgrade its information 

technology infrastructure to comply. A portion of this cost would be attributable to 

Proposed Intro 768-A 
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SOURCE OF FUNDS TO COVER ESTIMATED COSTS: General Fund  

SOURCE OF INFORMATION:  New York City Department of Correction  

ESTIMATE PREPARED BY:  Steve Riester, Legislative Financial Analyst  

      

ESTIMATE REVIEWED BY:  Regina Poreda Ryan, Deputy Director 

           Rebecca Chasan, Assistant Counsel 

           Tanisha Edwards, Chief Counsel 

 

 

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:  This legislation was introduced to the Council on April 

28, 2015 as Intro. No. 768 and referred to the Committee on Fire and Criminal 

Justice Services. The Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services held a hearing 

on Intro. No. 768 on May 6, 2015 and the legislation was laid over. The legislation 

was subsequently amended and the amended legislation, Proposed Intro. No. 768-A, 

will be voted on by the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services on 

September 16, 2015. Upon successful vote by the Committee, Proposed Intro. No. 

768-A will be submitted to the full Council for a vote on September 17, 2015.              

 

DATE PREPARED:  September 15, 2015 

 

Accordingly, this Committee recommends its adoption, as amended. 

 

(The following is the text of Int. No. 768-A:) 

 

Int. No. 768-A 

By Council Members Garodnick, Dromm, Ferreras-Copeland, Constantinides, 

Gentile, Johnson, Lander, Levine, Rose, Rosenthal, Mendez, Cabrera, Williams, 

Barron and Kallos. 
 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to requiring the department of correction to report on enhanced 

supervision housing. 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section 1. Section 9-134 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as 

added by local law number 42 for the year 2014, is amended to read as follows: 

§ 9-134 Jail [punitive segregation] segregated housing statistics. a. Definitions. 

For the purposes of this section, the following terms [shall] have the following 

meanings: 
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["Department" shall mean]Department. The term “department” means the New 

York city department of correction. 
["Inmate recreation day" shall mean]Inmate recreation day. The term “inmate 

recreation day” means one day per each individual for every day in punitive 

segregation during each quarter. 
["Inmate shower day" shall mean]Inmate shower day. The term “inmate shower 

day” means one day per each individual for every day in punitive segregation during 

each quarter. 
["Mental health unit" ("MHU") shall mean]Mental health unit (“MHU”). The 

term “mental health unit” (“MHU”) means any separate housing area staffed by 

mental health clinicians where inmates with mental illness who have been found 

guilty of violating department rules are housed, including but not limited to restricted 

housing units and clinical alternative to punitive segregation units. 
[“Punitive segregation” shall mean]Segregated housing unit. The term 

“segregated housing unit” means any city jail housing units [where inmates who 

have been found guilty of violating department rules may be temporarily housed as a 

sanction for their offense(s) and] in which inmates are regularly restricted to their 

cells more than [fifteen hours per day] the maximum number of hours as set forth in 
subdivision (b) of section 1-05 of chapter 1 of title 40 of the rules of the city of New 
York, or any successor rule establishing such maximum number of hours for the 
general population of inmates in city jails. Segregated housing units do not include 
mental health units. Segregated housing units include, but are not limited to, punitive 
segregation housing and enhanced supervision housing. 

["Serious injury" shall mean] Serious injury. The term “serious injury” means a 

physical injury that includes: (i) a substantial risk of death or disfigurement; (ii) loss 

or impairment of a bodily organ; (iii) a fracture or break to a bone, excluding fingers 

and toes; (iv) an injury defined as serious by a physician; and (v) any additional 

serious injury as defined by the department. 
["Staff" shall mean] Staff. The term “staff” means anyone, other than an inmate, 

working at a facility operated by the department. 
["Use of force" shall mean the use of chemical agents or physical contact 

between a uniformed member of service and an inmate, but shall not include physical 

contact used in a non-confrontational manner to apply mechanical restraints or to 

guide an inmate] Use of force. The term “use of force” means an instance where 
staff used their hands or other parts of their body, objects, instruments, chemical 
agents, electric devices, firearm, or any other physical method to restrain, subdue, or 
compel an inmate to act in a particular way, or stop acting in a particular way. This 
term shall not include moving, escorting, transporting, or applying restraints to a 
compliant inmate. 

["Use of force A" shall mean] Use of force A. The term “use of force A” means a 

use of force resulting in an injury that requires medical treatment beyond the 

prescription of over-the-counter analgesics or the administration of minor first aid, 

including, but not limited to: (i) multiple abrasions and/or contusions; (ii) chipped or 

cracked tooth; (iii) loss of tooth; (iv) laceration; (v) puncture; (vi) fracture; (vii) loss 

of consciousness, including a concussion; (viii) suture; (ix) internal injuries, 



  September 17, 2015 

 

3317 

including but not limited to ruptured spleen or perforated eardrum; or (x) admission 

to a hospital. 
["Use of force B" shall mean] Use of force B. The term “use of force B” means a 

use of force resulting in an injury that does not require hospitalization or medical 

treatment beyond the prescription of over-the-counter analgesics or the 

administration of minor first aid. 
["Use of force C" shall mean] Use of force C. The term “use of force C” means a 

use of force resulting in no injury to staff or inmates. 
b. For the quarter beginning October first, two thousand fourteen, commencing 

on or before January twentieth, two thousand fifteen, and on or before the twentieth 

day of each quarter thereafter, the commissioner of correction[, in coordination with 

the commissioner of health and mental hygiene,] shall post a report on the 

department website containing information relating to the use of [punitive 

segregation, restricted housing and clinical alternative to punitive 

segregation]segregated housing units and MHU in city jails for the previous quarter. 

Such quarterly report shall include separate indicators, disaggregated by facility and 

housing category for the total number of inmates housed in [punitive segregation, 

restricted housing and clinical alternative to punitive segregation]segregated housing 

units and MHU. Such quarterly report shall also include the following information 

regarding the [punitive segregation, restricted housing and clinical alternative to 

punitive segregation]segregated housing unit and MHU population: (i) the number of 

inmates in each security risk group as defined by the department's classification 

system directive, (ii) the number of inmates subject to enhanced restraints, including 

but not limited to, shackles, waist chains and hand mittens, (iii) the number of 

inmates sent to [punitive segregation, restricted housing and clinical alternative to 

punitive segregation] segregated housing units and MHU during the period, (iv) the 

number of inmates sent to [punitive segregation, restricted housing and clinical 

alternative to punitive segregation] segregated housing units and MHU from mental 

observation housing areas, (v) the number of inmates, by highest infraction offense 

grade as classified by the department, (grade one, two, or three), (vi) the number of 

inmates serving punitive segregation in the following specified ranges:  less than ten 

days, ten to thirty days, thirty-one to ninety days, ninety-one to one hundred eighty 

days, one hundred eighty-one to three hundred sixty-five days, and more than three 

hundred sixty-five days, (vii) the number of inmates receiving mental health services, 

(viii) the number of inmates twenty-one years of age and under, (ix) the number of 

inmates over twenty-one years of age in ten-year intervals, (x) the race and gender of 

inmates, (xi) the number of inmates who received infractions while in [punitive 

segregation, restricted housing and clinical alternative to punitive segregation] 

segregated housing units or MHU, (xii) the number of inmates who received 

infractions that [lead] led to the imposition of additional punitive segregation time, 

(xiii) the number of inmates who committed suicide, (xiv) the number of inmates 

who attempted suicide, (xv) the number of inmates on suicide watch, (xvi) the 

number of inmates who caused injury to themselves (excluding suicide attempt), 

(xvii) the number of inmates seriously injured while in [punitive segregation, 

restricted housing and clinical alternative to punitive segregation] segregated 

housing units or MHU, (xviii) the number of inmates who were sent to non-

psychiatric hospitals outside the city jails, (xix) the number of inmates who died 
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(non-suicide), (xx) the number of inmates transferred to a psychiatric hospital from 

[punitive segregation (not MHU)] segregated housing units, (xxi) the number of 

inmates transferred to a psychiatric hospital from MHU, disaggregated by program, 

(xxii) the number of inmates moved from general punitive segregation to MHU, 

disaggregated by program, (xxiii) the number of inmates placed into MHU following 

a disciplinary hearing, disaggregated by program, (xxiv) the number of inmates 

moved from MHU to [punitive segregation] a segregated housing unit, disaggregated 

by [program (not MHU)] segregated housing unit type, (xxv) the number of inmates 

prescribed anti-psychotic medications, mood stabilizers or anti-anxiety medications, 

disaggregated by the type of medication, (xxvi) the number of requests made by 

inmates formedical or mental health treatment and the number granted, (xxvii) the 

number of requests made by inmates to attend congregate religious services and the 

number granted, (xxviii) the number of requests made by inmates for assistance from 

the law library and the number granted, (xxix) the number of requests made by 

inmates to make telephone calls and the number granted, disaggregated by weekly 

personal calls and other permissible daily calls, (xxx) the number of inmate 

recreation days and the number of recreation hours attended, (xxxi) the number of 

individual recreation hours that were offered to inmates prior to six a.m., (xxxii) the 

number of inmate shower days and the number of showers taken, (xxxiii) the number 

of inmates who received visits, (xxxiv) the number of instances of allegations of use 

of force, (xxxv) the number of instances of use of force A, (xxxvi) the number of 

instances of use of force B, (xxxvii) the number of instances of use of force C, 

(xxxviii) the number of instances in which contraband was found, (xxxix) the 

number of instances of allegations of staff on inmate sexual assault, (xl) the number 

of instances of substantiated staff on inmate sexual assault, (xli) the number of 

instances of allegations of inmate on staff sexual assault, and (xlii) the number of 

instances of substantiated inmate on staff sexual assault. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect January 1, 2016, except that the first quarterly 

report pursuant to this local law is due April 20, 2016. 
 

ELIZABETH S. CROWLEY, Chairperson; MATHIEU EUGENE, 

FERNANDO CABRERA, RORY I. LANCMAN, PAUL A. VALLONE;  

Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services, September 16, 2015.  Other 
Council Members Attending: Barron, Garodnick and Rosenthal. 

 

On motion of the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito), and adopted, the 

foregoing matter was coupled as a General Order for the day (see ROLL CALL ON 

GENERAL ORDERS FOR THE DAY). 

 

Report for Int. No. 784-A 

Report of the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services in favor of 

approving and adopting, as amended, a Local Law to amend the 

administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the creation of an 

inmate bill of rights. 
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The Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice, to which the annexed amended 

proposed local law was referred on May 14, 2015 (Minutes, page 1742), respectfully 

 

REPORTS: 

 

(For text of the report, please see the Report for Int. No. 643-A printed 

above in the Reports of the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services 

section in these Minutes.) 

 

The following is the text of the Fiscal Impact Statement for Int. No. 784-A: 

 

 

 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF NEW YORK 

FINANCE DIVISION 

LATONIA MCKINNEY, 

DIRECTOR 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

 

PROPOSED INTRO. NO:  784-A 

COMMITTEE: Fire and 

Criminal Justice Services    

TITLE: A Local Law to amend the 

administrative code of the city of New York, 

in relation to the creation of an inmate bill 

of rights. 

SPONSORS: Council Members 

Crowley, Dromm, Chin, Cumbo, 

Espinal, Lander, Mendez, 

Menchaca, and Rosenthal   

SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION: This bill would require the Department of 

Correction (DOC) to provide every new inmate admitted into a facility with a 

document that describes all their rights and responsibilities in plain and simple 

language. The DOC would also be required to read a summary of those rights and 

responsibilities to every inmate in their primary language. It would also require that 

inmates be given the option to receive the "Connections" handbook for re-entry. The 

“Connections” handbook is a comprehensive guide to social services available for 

inmates who are released from custody that is freely published by the New York 

Public Library. 

 

EFFECTIVE DATE: This local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law. 

 

FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH FULL FISCAL IMPACT ANTICIPATED: Fiscal 

2017
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FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT: 

 

 

 

Effective FY16 

 

FY17 

Succeeding 

Effective FY 

Full Fiscal 

Impact FY17 

Revenues $0 $0 $0 

Expenditures 
$0 (see note 

below) 
$0 $0 

Net $0 $0 $0 

 

IMPACT ON REVENUES: It is estimated that there will be no impact on revenues 

resulting from the enactment of this legislation. 

 

IMPACT ON EXPENDITURES: It is anticipated that this legislation would have no 

impact on expenditures because existing resources would be used to implement the 

reporting requirements of this legislation. However, due to the new reporting 

requirements and increased volume of data collection associated with the package of 

the eight reporting bills that the Council will consider on September 17, 2015, the 

Department has estimated that one-time funding of $500,000 would be needed to 

upgrade its information technology infrastructure to comply. A portion of this cost 

would be attributable to Proposed Intro 784-A 

SOURCE OF FUNDS TO COVER ESTIMATED COSTS: N/A 

SOURCE OF INFORMATION:  New York City Department of Correction  

ESTIMATE PREPARED BY:  Steve Riester, Legislative Financial Analyst  

 

ESTIMATE REVIEWED BY:  Regina Poreda Ryan, Deputy Director 

            Rebecca Chasan, Assistant Counsel        

            Tanisha Edwards, Chief Counsel 

  

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:  This legislation was heard by the Committee on 

Fire and Criminal Justice Services as a Preconsidered Intro. on May 6, 2015 and was 

laid over. On May 14, 2015, the legislation was introduced to the full Council as 

Intro. No. 784 and referred to the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services. 

The legislation was subsequently amended. Proposed Intro. No. 784-A, will be voted 

on by the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services on September 16, 2015. 

Upon successful vote by the Committee, Proposed Intro. No. 784-A will be 

submitted to the full Council for a vote on September 17, 2015. 
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DATE PREPARED:  September 15, 2015 

 

Accordingly, this Committee recommends its adoption, as amended. 

 

(The following is the text of Int. No. 784-A:) 

 

Int. No. 784-A 

By Council Members Crowley, Dromm, Chin, Cumbo, Espinal, Lander, Mendez, 

Menchaca, Rosenthal, Williams, Barron, Garodnick, Eugene, Kallos and Wills. 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to the creation of an inmate bill of rights. 

 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 
Section 1.  Chapter 1 of title 9 of the administrative code of the city of New York 

is amended by adding a new section 9-139 to read as follows:     

§ 9-139 Inmate bill of rights. a. The department shall inform every inmate upon 
admission to the custody of the department, in writing, using plain and simple 
language, of their rights under department policy, which shall be consistent with 
federal, state, and local laws, and board of correction minimum standards, on the 
following topics: non-discriminatory treatment, personal hygiene, recreation, 
religion, attorney visits, access to legal reference materials, visitation, telephone 
calls and other correspondence, media access, due process in any disciplinary 

proceedings, health services, safety from violence, and the grievance system.  

b. The department shall inform every inmate upon admission to the custody of 
the department, in writing, using plain and simple language, of their responsibilities 
under the department’s rules governing inmate conduct.  

c. The department shall inform every inmate upon admission to the custody of 
the department, in writing, using plain and simple language, of available services 
relating to education, vocational development, drug and alcohol treatment and 
counseling, and mental health treatment and counseling services.  

d. The department shall publish on its website any documents created pursuant 
to this section. Such documents shall be available in English and Spanish.  

e. Within 24 hours of admission to the custody of the department, the department 
shall provide to each inmate an oral summary of the rights and responsibilities 
enumerated in subdivisions a, b, and c of this section in the inmate’s preferred 
language, if the language is accessible through the city’s language access plan. The 

department shall make a good faith effort to provide an oral summary in languages 
that are not accessible through the city’s language access plan as soon as 
practicable.  

f. Upon admission to the custody of the department, each inmate shall also be 
offered the option of being provided the Connections guidebook for formerly 
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incarcerated people, or any similar or successor book or handbook that describes 
resources available to those re-entering society after being incarcerated. 

§ 2. This local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law. 

 

ELIZABETH S. CROWLEY, Chairperson; MATHIEU EUGENE, 

FERNANDO CABRERA, RORY I. LANCMAN, PAUL A. VALLONE;  

Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services, September 16, 2015.  Other 
Council Members Attending: Barron, Garodnick and Rosenthal. 

 

On motion of the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito), and adopted, the 

foregoing matter was coupled as a General Order for the day (see ROLL CALL ON 

GENERAL ORDERS FOR THE DAY). 

 

Reports of the Committee on Land Use 

 

Report for L.U. No. 275  

Report of the Committee on Land Use in favor of approving Application No. C 

150188 PCK submitted by the New York City Police Department and the 

Department of Citywide Administrative Services pursuant to Section 197-c 

of the New York City Charter, for the site selection and acquisition of 

property located at 4312 2nd Avenue for use as a warehousing and storage 

facility, Borough of Brooklyn, Community Board 7, Council District 38. 

This application is subject to the review and action by the Land Use 

Committee only if appealed to the Council pursuant to 197-d(b)(2) of the 

Charter or called up by a vote of the Council pursuant to 197-d(b)(3) of the 

Charter. 

 

The Committee on Land Use to which the annexed Land Use item was referred 

on August 13, 2015 (Minutes, page 3187), and was coupled with the resolution 

shown below, respectfully 

 

REPORTS: 

 

SUBJECT 

 

BROOKLYN CB - 07  C 150188 PCK 

 

City Planning Commission decision approving an application submitted by the 

New York City Police Department (NYPD) and the New York City Department of 

Citywide Administrative Services (DCAS), pursuant to Section 197-c of the New 

York City Charter, for the site selection and acquisition of property located at 4312 

2nd Avenue (Block 726, Lot 1) for use as a warehouse and storage facility. 
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INTENT 

 

To approve the site selection and acquisition for continued use of approximately 

93,000 square feet of space on the 6th floor and use of approximately 15,000 square 

feet on a portion of the first floor of privately-owned property at 4312 2nd Avenue, 

as a warehouse and storage facility, enabling the NYPD to consolidate its citywide 

records and storage files.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

DATE:   September 8, 2015 

 

Witnesses in Favor:  Two  Witnesses Against:  None 

 

SUBCOMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 

 

DATE:  September 8, 2015 

 

The Subcommittee recommends that the Land Use Committee approve the 

decision of the City Planning Commission. 

 

In Favor: Koo, Mendez, Levin, Kallos 

Against:  Arroyo Abstain:  Barron 

 

COMMITTEE ACTION 

 

DATE:  September 9, 2015 

 

The Committee recommends that the Council approve the attached resolution. 

 

In Favor: Greenfield, Gentile, Arroyo, Dickens, Garodnick, Mealy, Mendez, 

Rodriguez, Koo, Williams, Wills, Richards, Barron, Cohen, Kallos, Reynoso, Torres, 

Treyger 

Against:  None Abstain:  None 

 

In connection herewith, Council Members Greenfield and Koo offered the 

following resolution: 

 

Res. No. 858 

Resolution approving the decision of the City Planning Commission on ULURP 

No. C 150188 PCK (L.U. No. 275), a site selection and acquisition of 
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property located at 4312 2nd Avenue (Block 726, Lot 1), Borough of 

Brooklyn, for use as a warehouse and storage facility. 

 

By Council Members Greenfield and Koo. 

 

WHEREAS, the City Planning Commission filed with the Council on August 7, 

2015 its decision dated August 5, 2015 (the "Decision") on the application submitted 

pursuant to Section 197-c of the New York City Charter by the New York City 

Police Department (NYPD) and the New York City Department of Citywide 

Administrative Services (DCAS) for site selection and acquisition of property located 

at 4312 2nd Avenue (Block 726, Lot 1), Community District 7, Borough of Brooklyn 

(the "Site"), for use as warehouse and storage facility (ULURP No. C 150188 PCK) 

(the "Application"); 

 

WHEREAS, the Decision is subject to review and action by the Council 

pursuant to Section 197-d(b)(3) of the City Charter; 

 

WHEREAS, upon due notice, the Council held a public hearing on the Decision 

and Application on September 8, 2015; 

 

WHEREAS, the Council has considered the land use implications and other 

policy issues relating to the Decision and Application; 

 

WHEREAS, the Council has considered the relevant environmental issues 

including the negative declaration (CEQR No. 15NYP001K) issued on February 17, 

2015 (the “Negative Declaration”); 

 

RESOLVED: 

 

The Council finds that the action described herein will have no significant 

impact on the environment as set forth in the Negative Declaration. 

 

Pursuant to Section 197-d of the New York City Charter and on the basis of the 

Decision and Application, and based on the environmental determination and 

consideration described in this report, C 150188 PCK, incorporated by reference 

herein, the Council approves the Decision for the site selection and acquisition of the 

Site for use as NYPD warehouse and storage facility. 
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DAVID G. GREENFIELD, Chairperson; VINCENT J. GENTILE, MARIA del 

CARMEN ARROYO, INEZ E. DICKENS, DANIEL R. GARODNICK, DARLENE 

MEALY, ROSIE MENDEZ, YDANIS A. RODRIGUEZ, PETER A. KOO, 

JUMAANE D. WILLIAMS, RUBEN WILLS, DONOVAN J. RICHARDS, INEZ 

D. BARRON, ANDREW COHEN, BEN KALLOS, ANTONIO REYNOSO, 

RITCHIE J. TORRES, MARK TREYGER; Committee on Land Use, September 9, 

2015.  Other Council Members Attending: Rosenthal, Levine, Chin, Eugene and Van 
Bramer. 

 

On motion of the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito), and adopted, the 

foregoing matter was coupled as a General Order for the day (see ROLL CALL ON 

GENERAL ORDERS FOR THE DAY). 

 

Report for L.U. No. 276  

Report of the Committee on Land Use in favor of approving Application No. C 

150305 PCK submitted by the New York County District Attorney’s Office 

and the Department of Citywide Administrative Services pursuant to 

Section 197-c of the New York City Charter, for the site selection and 

acquisition of property located at 4312 2nd Avenue for use as a 

warehousing and storage facility, Borough of Brooklyn, Community Board 

7, Council District 38. This application is subject to the review and action 

by the Land Use Committee only if appealed to the Council pursuant to 

197-d(b)(2) of the Charter or called up by a vote of the Council pursuant to 

197-d(b)(3) of the Charter. 

 

The Committee on Land Use to which the annexed Land Use item was referred 

on August 13, 2015 (Minutes, page 3187), and was coupled with the resolution 

shown below, respectfully 

 

REPORTS: 

 

SUBJECT 

 

BROOKLYN CB - 07      C 150305 PCK 

 

City Planning Commission decision approving an application submitted by the 

District Attorney of New York County (DANY) and the New York City Department 

of Citywide Administrative Services (DCAS), pursuant to Section 197-c of the New 

York City Charter, for the site selection and acquisition of property located at 4312 

2nd Avenue (Block 726, Lot 1) for use as warehouse and storage facility. 
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INTENT 

 

To approve the site selection and acquisition for continued use of approximately 

96,000 square feet of space on the 5th floor and expand by approximately 19,250 

square feet on portion of the 2nd floor of privately-owned property at 4312 2nd 

Avenue, for use as a warehouse and storage facility.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

DATE:   September 8, 2015 

 

Witnesses in Favor:  Two  Witnesses Against:  None 

 

SUBCOMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 

 

DATE:  September 8, 2015 

 

The Subcommittee recommends that the Land Use Committee approve the 

decision of the City Planning Commission. 

 

In Favor: Koo, Mendez, Levin, Kallos 

Against:  Arroyo Abstain:  Barron 

 

COMMITTEE ACTION 

 

DATE:  September 9, 2015 

 

The Committee recommends that the Council approve the attached resolution. 

 

In Favor: Greenfield, Gentile, Arroyo, Dickens, Garodnick, Mealy, Mendez, 

Rodriguez, Koo, Williams, Wills, Richards, Barron, Cohen, Kallos, Reynoso, Torres, 

Treyger 

Against:  None Abstain:  None 

 

In connection herewith, Council Members Greenfield and Koo offered the 

following resolution: 
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Res. No. 859 

Resolution approving the decision of the City Planning Commission on ULURP 

No. C 150305 PCK (L.U. No. 276), a site selection and acquisition of 

property located at 4312 2nd Avenue (Block 726, Lot 1), Borough of 

Brooklyn, for use as a warehouse and storage facility. 

 

By Council Members Greenfield and Koo. 

 

WHEREAS, the City Planning Commission filed with the Council on August 7, 

2015 its decision dated August 5, 2015 (the "Decision") on the application submitted 

pursuant to Section 197-c of the New York City Charter by the District Attorney of 

New York County (DANY) and the New York City Department of Citywide 

Administrative Services (DCAS) for site selection and acquisition of property located 

at 4312 2nd Avenue (Block 726, Lot 1), Community District 7, Borough of Brooklyn 

(the "Site"), for use as a warehouse and storage facility (ULURP No. C 150305 

PCK) (the "Application"); 

 

WHEREAS, the Decision is subject to review and action by the Council 

pursuant to Section 197-d(b)(3) of the City Charter; 

 

WHEREAS, upon due notice, the Council held a public hearing on the Decision 

and Application on September 8, 2015; 

 

WHEREAS, the Council has considered the land use implications and other 

policy issues relating to the Decision and Application; 

 

WHEREAS, the Council has considered the relevant environmental issues 

including the negative declaration (CEQR No. 15DAM001M) issued on March 4, 

2015 (the “Negative Declaration”); 

 

RESOLVED: 

 

The Council finds that the action described herein will have no significant 

impact on the environment as set forth in the Negative Declaration. 

 

Pursuant to Section 197-d of the New York City Charter and on the basis of the 

Decision and Application, and based on the environmental determination and 

consideration described in this report, C 150305 PCK, incorporated by reference 

herein, the Council approves the Decision for the site selection and acquisition of the 

Site for use as DANY warehouse and storage facility. 
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DAVID G. GREENFIELD, Chairperson; VINCENT J. GENTILE, MARIA del 

CARMEN ARROYO, INEZ E. DICKENS, DANIEL R. GARODNICK, DARLENE 

MEALY, ROSIE MENDEZ, YDANIS A. RODRIGUEZ, PETER A. KOO, 

JUMAANE D. WILLIAMS, RUBEN WILLS, DONOVAN J. RICHARDS, INEZ 

D. BARRON, ANDREW COHEN, BEN KALLOS, ANTONIO REYNOSO, 

RITCHIE J. TORRES, MARK TREYGER; Committee on Land Use, September 9, 

2015.  Other Council Members Attending: Rosenthal, Levine, Chin, Eugene and Van 
Bramer. 

 

On motion of the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito), and adopted, the 

foregoing matter was coupled as a General Order for the day (see ROLL CALL ON 

GENERAL ORDERS FOR THE DAY). 

 

Report for L.U. No. 277 

Report of the Committee on Land Use in favor of approving Application No. 

20155771 HKK (N 150445 HKK), pursuant to Section 3020 of the New York 

City Charter, concerning the designation by the Landmarks Preservation 

Commission of the Henry and Susan McDonald House (Block 1887, Lot 82) 

(Designation List No. 482/ LP No. 2543), Borough of Brooklyn, Community 

Board 2, Council District 35, as a landmark. 

 

The Committee on Land Use to which the annexed Land Use item was referred 

on August 13, 2015 (Minutes, page 3188), and was coupled with the resolution 

shown below, respectfully 

 

REPORTS: 

 

SUBJECT 

 

BROOKLYN CB - 02 20155771 HKK (N 150445 HKK) 

 

Designation by the Landmarks Preservation Commission [DL-482/LP-2543] 

pursuant to Section 3020 of the New York City Charter, of the landmark designation 

of the Henry and Susan McDonald House, located at 128 Clinton Avenue (aka 128-

132 Clinton Avenue and 128 Rear Clinton Avenue) (Tax Map Block 1887, Lot 82), 

as an historic landmark. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

DATE:  September 8, 2015 

 

Witnesses in Favor:  Two  Witnesses Against:  None 
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SUBCOMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 

 

DATE:  September 8, 2015 

 

The Subcommittee recommends that the Land Use Committee affirm the 

designation. 

 

In Favor: Koo, Arroyo, Mendez, Levin, Barron, Kallos 

Against:  None Abstain:  None 

 

COMMITTEE ACTION 

 

DATE:  September 9, 2015 

 

The Committee recommends that the Council approve the attached resolution. 

 

In Favor: Greenfield, Gentile, Arroyo, Dickens, Garodnick, Mealy, Mendez, 

Rodriguez, Koo, Williams, Wills, Richards, Barron, Cohen, Kallos, Reynoso, Torres, 

Treyger 

Against:  None Abstain:  None 

 

In connection herewith, Council Members Greenfield and Koo offered the 

following resolution: 

 

Res. No. 860 

Resolution affirming the designation by the Landmarks Preservation 

Commission of the Henry and Susan McDonald House located at 128 

Clinton Avenue a.k.a. 128-132 Clinton Avenue and 128 Rear Clinton 

Avenue, Borough of Brooklyn, Designation List No. 482, LP-2543 (L.U. No. 

277; 20155771 HKK; N 150445 HKK). 

 

By Council Members Greenfield and Koo. 

 

WHEREAS, the Landmarks Preservation Commission filed with the Council on 

June 25, 2015 a copy of its designation dated June 16, 2015 (the "Designation"), of 

the Henry and Susan McDonald House, located at 128 Clinton Avenue a.k.a. 128-

132 Clinton Avenue and 128 Rear Clinton Avenue, Community District 2, Borough 

of Brooklyn, as a landmark and Tax Map Block 1887, Lot 82, as its landmark site 

pursuant to Section 3020 of the New York City Charter; 

 

WHEREAS, the Designation is subject to review by the Council pursuant to 

Section 3020 of the City Charter; 
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WHEREAS, the City Planning Commission submitted to the Council on August 

7, 2015, its report on the Designation dated August 5, 2015 (the "Report");  

 

WHEREAS, upon due notice, the Council held a public hearing on the 

Designation on September 8, 2015; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Council has considered the land use implications and other 

policy issues relating to the Designation; 

 

RESOLVED: 

 

Pursuant to Section 3020 of the City Charter, and on the basis of the information 

and materials contained in the Designation and the Report, the Council affirms the 

Designation. 

 

DAVID G. GREENFIELD, Chairperson; VINCENT J. GENTILE, MARIA del 

CARMEN ARROYO, INEZ E. DICKENS, DANIEL R. GARODNICK, DARLENE 

MEALY, ROSIE MENDEZ, YDANIS A. RODRIGUEZ, PETER A. KOO, 

JUMAANE D. WILLIAMS, RUBEN WILLS, DONOVAN J. RICHARDS, INEZ 

D. BARRON, ANDREW COHEN, BEN KALLOS, ANTONIO REYNOSO, 

RITCHIE J. TORRES, MARK TREYGER; Committee on Land Use, September 9, 

2015.  Other Council Members Attending: Rosenthal, Levine, Chin, Eugene and Van 
Bramer. 

 

On motion of the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito), and adopted, the 

foregoing matter was coupled as a General Order for the day (see ROLL CALL ON 

GENERAL ORDERS FOR THE DAY). 

 

Report for L.U. No. 278  

Report of the Committee on Land Use in favor of approving Application No. 

20155770 HKK (N 150446 HKK), pursuant to Section 3020 of the New York 

City Charter, concerning the designation by the Landmarks Preservation 

Commission of the M.H. Renken Dairy Company Office Building and 

Engine Room (Block 1909, part of Lots 1001 and 1002) (Designation List 

No. 482/ LP No. 2519), Borough of Brooklyn, Community Board 2, Council 

District 35, as a landmark. 

 

The Committee on Land Use to which the annexed Land Use item was referred 

on August 13, 2015 (Minutes, page 3188), and was coupled with the resolution 

shown below, respectfully 

 

REPORTS: 
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SUBJECT 

 

BROOKLYN CB - 02 20155770 HKK (N 150446 HKK) 

 

Designation by the Landmarks Preservation Commission [DL-482/LP-2519] 

pursuant to Section 3020 of the New York City Charter, of the landmark designation 

of the M.H. Renken Dairy Company Office Building located at 582-584 Myrtle 

Avenue a.k.a. 192 Classon Avenue, and the Engine Room Building located at 580 

Myrtle Avenue (Tax Map Block 1909, Lot 32, part of Lots 1001 and 1002), as 

historic landmarks. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

DATE:  September 8, 2015 

 

Witnesses in Favor:  Two  Witnesses Against:  None 

 

SUBCOMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 

 

DATE:  September 8, 2015 

 

The Subcommittee recommends that the Land Use Committee affirm the 

designation. 

 

In Favor: Koo, Arroyo, Mendez, Levin, Barron, Kallos 

Against:  None Abstain:  None 

 

COMMITTEE ACTION 

 

DATE:  September 9, 2015 

 

The Committee recommends that the Council approve the attached resolution. 

 

In Favor: Greenfield, Gentile, Arroyo, Dickens, Garodnick, Mealy, Mendez, 

Rodriguez, Koo, Williams, Wills, Richards, Barron, Cohen, Kallos, Reynoso, Torres, 

Treyger 

Against:  None Abstain:  None 
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In connection herewith, Council Member Ferreras offered the following 

resolution: 

 

Res. No. 861 

Resolution affirming the designation by the Landmarks Preservation 

Commission of the M.H. Renken Dairy Company Office Building located at 

582-584 Myrtle Avenue a.k.a. 192 Classon Avenue, and the Engine Room 

Building located at 580 Myrtle Avenue (Tax Map Block 1909, Lot 32, part 

of Lots 1001 and 1002), Borough of Brooklyn, Designation List No. 482, LP-

2519 (L.U. No. 278; 20155770 HKK; N 150446 HKK). 

 

By Council Members Greenfield and Koo. 

 

WHEREAS, the Landmarks Preservation Commission filed with the Council on 

June 25, 2015 a copy of its designation dated June 16, 2015 (the "Designation"), of 

the M.H. Renken Dairy Company Office Building located at 582-584 Myrtle Avenue 

a.k.a. 192 Classon Avenue, and the Engine Room Building located at 580 Myrtle 

Avenue, Community District 2, Borough of Brooklyn, as landmarks and Tax Map 

Block 1909, Lot 32 and part of Lots 1001 and 1002, as its landmark sites pursuant to 

Section 3020 of the New York City Charter; 

 

WHEREAS, the Designation is subject to review by the Council pursuant to 

Section 3020 of the City Charter; 

 

WHEREAS, the City Planning Commission submitted to the Council on August 

7, 2015, its report on the Designation dated August 5, 2015 (the "Report");  

 

WHEREAS, upon due notice, the Council held a public hearing on the 

Designation on September 8, 2015; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Council has considered the land use implications and other 

policy issues relating to the Designation; 

 

RESOLVED: 

 

Pursuant to Section 3020 of the City Charter, and on the basis of the information 

and materials contained in the Designation and the Report, the Council affirms the 

Designation. 
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DAVID G. GREENFIELD, Chairperson; VINCENT J. GENTILE, MARIA del 

CARMEN ARROYO, INEZ E. DICKENS, DANIEL R. GARODNICK, DARLENE 

MEALY, ROSIE MENDEZ, YDANIS A. RODRIGUEZ, PETER A. KOO, 

JUMAANE D. WILLIAMS, RUBEN WILLS, DONOVAN J. RICHARDS, INEZ 

D. BARRON, ANDREW COHEN, BEN KALLOS, ANTONIO REYNOSO, 

RITCHIE J. TORRES, MARK TREYGER; Committee on Land Use, September 9, 

2015.  Other Council Members Attending: Rosenthal, Levine, Chin, Eugene and Van 
Bramer. 

 

On motion of the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito), and adopted, the 

foregoing matter was coupled as a General Order for the day (see ROLL CALL ON 

GENERAL ORDERS FOR THE DAY). 

 

 

At this point the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito) announced that the 

following items had been preconsidered by the Committee on Land Use and had 

been favorably reported for adoption. 

 

 

Report for L.U. No. 280  

Report of the Committee on Land Use in favor of approving Application No. 

20165028 SCK pursuant to Section 1732 of the New York City School 

Construction Authority Act, concerning the proposed site selection for a 

new, approximately 616-seat Public School Facility, located on the East side 

of 6th Avenue between Pacific Street and Dean Street (Block 1128, Lots 1, 

4, 85, 86 and 87), in the Borough of Brooklyn, Community School District 

No. 13, Community Board 8, Council District 35. 

 

The Committee on Land Use to which the annexed Preconsidered Land Use item 

was referred on September 17, 2015, and was coupled with the resolution shown 

below, respectfully 

 

REPORTS: 

 

SUBJECT 

 

BROOKLYN CB - 08  20165028 SCK 

 

Application pursuant to Section 1732 of the New York School Construction 

Authority Act, concerning the proposed site selection for a new, approximately 616-

Seat Public School facility to be located on the east side of 6th Avenue between 

Pacific Street and Dean Street (Block 1128, Lots 1, 4, 85, 86 and 87), in the Pacific 

Park area of Brooklyn, in Community School District No. 13. 
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INTENT 

 

To acquire approximately 100,000 square feet of space in a new building to 

construct a new, approximately 616-seat public school to serve Community School 

District 13. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

DATE:   September 8, 2015 

 

Witnesses in Favor:  Three  Witnesses Against:  None 

 

SUBCOMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 

 

DATE:   September 8, 2015 

 

The Subcommittee recommends that the Land Use Committee approve the Site 

Plan. 

 

In Favor: Koo, Levin, Kallos, Mendez 

Against:  Arroyo Abstain:  Barron 

 

COMMITTEE ACTION 

 

DATE:   September 9, 2015 

 

The Committee recommends that the Council approve the attached resolution. 

 

In Favor: Greenfield, Gentile, Arroyo, Dickens, Garodnick, Mealy, Mendez, 

Rodriguez, Koo, Williams, Wills, Richards, Cohen, Kallos, Reynoso, Torres, Treyger 

Against:  None Abstain:  Barron 

 

In connection herewith, Council Members Greenfield and Koo offered the 

following resolution: 

 

Res. No. 862 

Resolution approving the site plan for a new, approximately 616-Seat Public 

School Facility to be located on the east side of 6th Avenue between Pacific 

and Dean Streets (Block 1128, Lots 1, 4, 85, 86 and 87), Community District 

8, Borough of Brooklyn (Non-ULURP No. 20165028 SCK; Preconsidered 

L.U. No. 280). 
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By Council Members Greenfield and Koo. 

 

WHEREAS, the New York City School Construction Authority submitted to 

the Council on August 31, 2015, a site plan pursuant to Section 1732 of the New 

York State Public Authorities Law for a new, approximately 616-Seat Public School 

Facility to be located on the east side of 6th Avenue between Pacific and Dean Streets 

(Block 1128, Lots 1, 4, 85, 86 and 87) in the Pacific Park section of Brooklyn, 

Community District No. 8, Borough of Brooklyn, serving students in Community 

School District No. 13 (the "Site Plan"); 

 

WHEREAS, the Site Plan is subject to review and action by the Council 

pursuant to Section 1732 of the New York State Public Authorities Law; 

 

WHEREAS, upon due notice, the Council held a public hearing on the Site Plan 

on September 8, 2015; 

 

WHEREAS, the Council has considered the relevant environmental issues and 

the Supplemental SEQRA Findings Statement dated June 27, 2014, the Statement of 

Findings issued on December 8, 2006, and the Atlantic Yards Arena and 

Redevelopment Project Final Environmental Impact Statement dated December 8, 

2006 (collectively, the “Environmental Documents”); 

 

WHEREAS, the Council has considered the land use implications and other 

policy issues relating to the Site Plan; 

 

RESOLVED: 

 

Having considered the Environmental Documents with respect to the Site Plan, 

the Council finds that: 

 

(1)       The Environmental Documents meet the requirements of 6 

N.Y.C.R.R. Part 617; 

 

(2) From among the reasonable alternatives thereto, action to be 

approved is one that avoids or minimizes adverse environmental 

impacts to the maximum extent practicable; 

 

(3) The adverse environmental impacts of the Site Plan will be 

minimized or avoided to the maximum extent practicable; and 

 

(4)      The Site Plan along with the Environmental Documents constitute 

the written statement of facts, and of social, economic and other 
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factors and standards that form the basis of the decision, pursuant to 

6 N.Y.C.R.R. §617.11(d). 

 

Pursuant to Section 1732 of the Public Authorities Law, the Council approves 

the Site Plan. 

 

DAVID G. GREENFIELD, Chairperson; VINCENT J. GENTILE, MARIA del 

CARMEN ARROYO, INEZ E. DICKENS, DANIEL R. GARODNICK, DARLENE 

MEALY, ROSIE MENDEZ, YDANIS A. RODRIGUEZ, PETER A. KOO, 

BRADFORD S. LANDER, STEPHEN T. LEVIN, JUMAANE D. WILLIAMS, 

RUBEN WILLS, DONOVAN J. RICHARDS, ANDREW COHEN, BEN KALLOS, 

ANTONIO REYNOSO, RITCHIE J. TORRES, MARK TREYGER; Committee on 

Land Use, September 9, 2015. 

 

On motion of the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito), and adopted, the 

foregoing matter was coupled as a General Order for the day (see ROLL CALL ON 

GENERAL ORDERS FOR THE DAY). 

 

 

Reports of the Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections 

 

At this point the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito) announced that the 

following items had been preconsidered by the Committee on Rules, Privileges and 

Elections and had been favorably reported for adoption. 

 

 

Report for M-333 

Report of the Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections approving the 

appointment by the Mayor of Shampa Chanda as a member of the New 

York City Board of Standards and Appeals. 

 

The Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections to which the annexed 

communication was referred on September 17, 2015 and was coupled with the 

resolution shown below, respectfully 

 

REPORTS: 

 

Topic I: New York City Board of Standards and Appeals – (Mayoral candidate 

for appointment upon advice and consent of the Council) 
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 Shampa Chanda [Preconsidered M-333] 

 

New York City Charter (“Charter”) § 659 provides for the establishment of an 

independent Board of Standards and Appeals (“BSA”) located within the Office of 

Administrative Trials and Hearings (“OATH”). The BSA consists of five 

Commissioners, each appointed by the Mayor for a term of six years.  Pursuant to 

Charter § 31, appointments to the BSA are made with the advice and consent of the 

Council.  The Charter further provides that one of the BSA’s members shall be a 

planner with professional qualifications and at least ten years’ experience as a 

planner; one of the members shall be a registered architect and shall have at least ten 

years’ experience as an architect; and one of the members shall be a licensed and 

professional engineer and shall have at least ten years’ experience as an engineer.  

The particular qualifications of the two remaining members are not delineated in the 

Charter.  The Mayor designates one of the members with the required experience of 

an architect, planner or engineer to serve as Chair, and designates one of the 

members to serve as Vice-Chair.  In the absence of the Chair, or in the event that a 

vacancy exists in the office of the Chair, the Vice-Chair acts as Chair of the BSA.  

No more than two members may reside in one borough.  The BSA is empowered to: 

(1) hear and decide appeals from and review, except as otherwise provided by law, 

any order, requirement, decision or determination of the Commissioner of Buildings 

or any Borough Superintendent of Buildings acting under written delegation of 

power from the Commissioner of Buildings filed in accordance with Charter § 645 

(b); (2) hear and decide appeals from and review any order, requirement, decision or 

determination of the fire Commissioner, or any rule or regulation or amendment or 

repeal thereof made by the Fire Commissioner; or (3) hear and decide appeals from 

and review any order, requirement or determination of the Commissioner of 

Transportation, or the Commissioner of the Department of Business Services1 made 

in relation to the structures or uses on water front property under his or her 

jurisdiction in connection with the application or enforcement of the provisions of the 

Zoning Resolution of the city of New York (“Zoning Resolution”), the labor law and 

such other laws, rules, and regulations as may govern the construction, alteration, 

maintenance, use, occupancy, safety, sanitary conditions, mechanical equipment and 

inspection of structures in the City. 

 

The BSA has the power to determine and vary the application of the Zoning 
Resolution, and to issue special permits as authorized by the Zoning Resolution.  The 

BSA has the same powers as those exercised by the New York State Department of 

Labor with respect to buildings situated in the City.  The BSA may also consider 

appeals to vary or modify any rule or regulation or the provisions of any law relating 

to the construction, use, structural changes, equipment, alteration or removal of 

buildings or structures, or vaults in sidewalks appurtenant thereto, where there are 

practical difficulties or unnecessary hardship in carrying out the strict letter of the 

law, so that the spirit of the law shall be observed, public safety secured and 

substantial justice done. 
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Each member of the BSA receives a salary, and may not engage in any other 

occupation, profession or employment.  The Chair earns an annual salary of 

$200,847.  The Vice-Chair receives $165,307 annually, while the other members 

earn an annual salary of $158,156.    Members attend the hearings and executive 

sessions of the BSA, and perform such other duties as may be required by the Chair.  

The Mayor fills vacancies for the un-expired term of the member whose place 

becomes vacant with a person having his or her qualifications. 

 

Ms. Chanda is scheduled to appear before the Committee on Rules, Privileges, 

and Elections on Wednesday, September 9, 2015.  If appointed, Ms. Chanda, a 

resident of Queens and a professional planner, will be eligible to serve the remainder 

of a six-year term that will begin on October 7, 2015 and expires on October 6, 2021.   

 

 

Topic II: New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation – (Council 

candidate for designation) 

 

 Helen Arteaga [Preconsidered M-334] 

 

The New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation (“HHC”) was constituted 

pursuant to Chapter 1016 of the laws of 1969, thereafter codified §7384 et seq. of the 

Unconsolidated Laws of the State of New York.  HHC is a public benefit corporation 

whose purpose is to: (a) provide and deliver high quality, dignified and 

comprehensive care and treatment for the ill and infirm, both physical and mental, 

particularly to those who can least afford such services; (b) extend equally to all 

served, comprehensive health services of the highest quality, in an atmosphere of 

human care and respect; (c) promote and protect, as both innovator and advocate, the 

health, welfare and safety of the people of the State of New York and of the City of 

New York; and (d) join with other health workers and communities in a partnership 

to promote and protect health in its fullest sense—the total physical, mental and 

social well-being of the people.  HHC By Laws Article II.    

 

As provided by law, a Board of Directors consisting of sixteen members 

administers HHC.  As specified in HHC By Laws Article IV, §3, the Administrator 

of the Health Services Administration, the Commissioner of Health,2 the 

Commissioner of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Alcoholism Services,3 the 

Administrator of the Human Resources Administration and the Deputy Mayor/City 

Administrator, or their successors shall be directors ex-officio.  Ten additional 

directors are appointed by the Mayor, five of whom are designated by the City 

Council.4 The President of HHC serves as the sixteenth director.5    

 

Under current HHC By-Laws,6 the Board of Directors has established the 

following standing committees: Executive Committee, Finance Committee, Capital 

Committee, Medical and Professional Affairs Committee, Quality Assurance 
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Committee, Audit Committee, Community Relations Committee, Strategic Planning 

Committee, and the Equal Employment Opportunity Committee.  Each of the 

standing committees, except the Audit Committee,7 shall be composed of the Chair 

of the Board with approval of a majority of the Board.  In addition to standing 

committees, the Board, by resolution passed by a majority of the whole number of 

directors, may designate special committees, each to consist of three or more 

directors, one of whom shall be the Chair of the Board.  The Chair of each 

committee, both standing and special, shall be designated by a majority vote of the 

Board. 

 

The term of a director, other than those serving ex-officio and/or at the pleasure 

of the Board, is for five years.  The Mayor shall fill any vacancy which may occur by 

reason of death, resignation, or otherwise, in a manner consistent with the original 

appointment.  The directors do not receive compensation for their services, but are 

reimbursed for actual and necessary expenses incurred by them in the performance of 

their official duties.             

 

Ms. Arteaga is scheduled to appear before the Committee on Rules, Privileges 

and Elections on Wednesday, December 10, 2013.  If Ms. Arteaga, a resident of 

Queens is designated by the Council, and subsequently appointed to HHC by the 

Mayor, she will replace Anna Kril and be eligible to serve for the remainder of a 

five-year term that will expire on March 20, 2020.   

 

Topic III: New York City Equal Employment Practices Commission – 

(Candidate for re-appointment by the Council) 

 

 Arva R. Rice  [Preconsidered-M-335] 

 

Chapter 36 of the New York City Charter (the “Charter”) establishes an Equal 

Employment Practices Commission (“EEPC”) within the City of New York. The law 

provides that EEPC shall review, evaluate and monitor the employment procedures, 

practices and programs of City agencies including the City’s Department of Citywide 

Administrative Services.  Its purpose is to ensure an effective affirmative 

employment program of equal employment opportunity for minority group members 

and women who are employed by or seek employment with City agencies [New York 
City Charter §830(a)]. 

 

The EEPC consists of five members who are compensated on a per-diem basis.8  

The Mayor and the Council each appoint two members, and the Mayor and the 

Speaker of the Council jointly appoint a fifth member to serve as Chair of EEPC 

[New York City Charter §830(b)].  Members, including the Chair, have four year 

terms [New York City Charter §830(d)]. A vacancy in the Commission shall not 

impair the right of the remaining members to exercise all the powers of EEPC.  

Three members shall constitute a quorum. [New York City Charter §830(c)]. 
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EEPC may, within available appropriations, appoint an executive director and 

such deputies, assistants, and other employees as may be needed in the performance 

of its duties [New York City Charter §830(e)]. EEPC may meet as necessary to 

implement the provisions of Chapter 36 of the Charter, but at least once every eight 

weeks [New York City Charter §830(f)]. 

 

Pursuant to New York City Charter §831, some of EEPC powers and duties 

include: 

 

 monitoring the employment practices of all local agencies, including 

non-Mayoral agencies; 

 

 monitoring the implementation and coordination of City affirmative 

employment programs;   

 

 requesting information from agencies to carry out Commission 

functions; 

 

 communicating with the New York City Human Rights Commission 

concerning violations; 

 

 reviewing and providing comments on annual equal employment 

opportunity plans adopted by City agencies; 

 

 recommending to any City agency actions which such agency should 

consider including in its next annual plan; 

 

 advising, and if requested, assisting City agencies in their efforts to 

increase employment of minority group members and women who are employed by 

or who seek employment with City agencies; 

 

 auditing and evaluating the employment practices and procedures of 

each City agency and their efforts to ensure fair and effective equal employment 

opportunity for minority group members and women at least once every four years 

and whenever requested by the New York City Civil Service Commission or the 

New York City Human Rights Commission or whenever otherwise deemed 

necessary by the Commission; 

 

 making policy, legislative and budgetary recommendations to the 

Mayor, the Council, the New York City Department of Citywide Administrative 

Services or any City agency as the Commission deems necessary; 

 

 publishing by the 15th of February of each year, a report to the 

Mayor and the Council on the activities of EEPC and the effectiveness of each City 
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agency’s affirmative employment efforts and the efforts by the New York City 

Department of Citywide Administrative Services to ensure equal employment 

opportunity for minority group members and women who are employed by or seek to 

be employed by City agencies; 

 

 establishing appropriate advisory committees; 

 

 serving as liaison for the City to state, federal and local agencies 

responsible for compliance with equal employment opportunity; and 

 

 taking such other actions as are appropriate to effectuate the 

provisions and purposes of Chapter 36 of the Charter.  

 

EEPC is also empowered with compliance procedures to insure that City 

agencies are adhering to the law [New York City Charter §832]. 

 

Ms. Rice is scheduled to appear before the Council’s Committee on Rules, 

Privileges and Elections on Wednesday, September 9, 2015.  If re-appointed by the 

Council as a member of EEPC, Ms. Rice, a resident of Manhattan, will be eligible to 

serve the remainder of a four year term that expires on June 30, 2019.   

 

Copies of the following are annexed to this briefing paper: the candidates’ 

résumés, pre-hearing questions with their associated answers, and the 

reports/resolutions for all three candidates. 

 

 
1 Charter §  666 (6)(c) still reads “the Commissioner of Ports and Trade.”  The Department of Small 

Business Services (“DSBS”) is recognized as the successor agency to the Department of Ports and Trade.  

BSA handles DSBS’ requests for interpretive appeals.   

 
2 This agency is now known as the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene.  The Commissioner of the 

Department of Health and Mental Hygiene fills the seat for the Commissioner of the Department of 

Health.  

 
3 In 2002, the Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Alcoholism Services was merged 

with the Department of Health.  The merged agency has been named the Department of Health and 

Mental Hygiene.  HHC’s By Laws have not been amended to reflect this name change.  The Director of 

Community Mental Health Services at the merged agency occupies the seat specified in the By-Laws for 

the Commissioner of the Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Alcoholism Services.   

 
4 The Mayor must confirm the Council’s designees in order for these individuals to serve on the Board of 

Directors.  

 
5 The President of HHC is also referred to as the Chief Executive Officer.  This individual is chosen by 

the other fifteen directors and serves at the pleasure of the Board of Directors.  According to HHC By-

Laws Article VII, §4(A), the President shall have general charge of the business and affairs of HHC and 

shall have the direction of all other officers, agents and employees.  He or she shall, if present, and in 

absence of the Chair of the Board and Vice chair of the Board, preside at all meetings of the Board.  The 

President may assign such duties to the other officers of HHC, as he or she deem appropriate.  In HHC 

By-Laws Article VIII, §1, it is noted that the President appoints an Executive Director for each HHC 
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facility.  This individual serves at the pleasure of the President.  Other duties of the President include the 

establishment of Community Advisory Boards for each HHC facility.  Community Advisory Boards 

consider and advise HHC with respect to the plans and programs of HHC.  See HHC By-Laws, Article 

X1.                 

 
6 As amended through May 31, 2001. 

 
7 The Audit Committee consists of members designated by the Board of Directors other than those 

serving ex-officio.  

 
8 The current per-diem rate for Commission members is $250.  The rate for the Chair is $275.    

 

 

(After interviewing the candidates and reviewing the submitted material, the 

Committee decided to approve the appointments of the nominees.  For nominees 
Helen Arteaga [Preconsidered M-334] and Arva R. Rice [Preconsidered M-335], 
please see, respectively, the Reports of the Committee on Rules, Privileges and 
Elections for M-334 & Res 864 and M-335 & Res 865 printed in these Minutes; for 
nominee Shampa Chanda [Preconsidered M-333], please see below:) 

 

 

The Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections respectfully reports: 

 

 

Pursuant to § 31 and § 659 of the New York City Charter, the Committee on 

Rules, Privileges and Elections, hereby approves the appointment by the Mayor of 

Shampa Chanda as a member of the New York City Board of Standards and Appeals 

to serve for a six-year term that will begin on October 7, 20015 and expires October 

6, 2021. 

 

This matter was referred to the Committee on September 9, 2015. 

 

Accordingly, this Committee recommends its adoption. 

 

In connection herewith, Council Member Lander offered the following 

resolution: 

 

Res. No. 863 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR OF 

SHAMPA CHANDA AS A MEMBER OF THE NEW YORK CITY 

BOARD OF STANDARDS AND APPEALS. 

 

By Council Member Lander: 

 

RESOLVED, That pursuant to §§ 31 and § 659 of the New York City Charter, 

the Council does hereby approve the appointment by the Mayor of Shampa Chanda 
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as a member of the New York City Board of Standards and Appeals to serve for a 

six-year term that will begin on October 7, 20015 and expires October 6, 2021. 

 

BRADFORD S. LANDER, Chairperson; DANIEL R. GARODNICK, YDANIS 

A. RODRIGUEZ, MARGARET S. CHIN, DEBORAH L. ROSE, RAFAEL L. 

ESPINAL, Jr., MARK LEVINE, STEVEN MATTEO, MELISSA MARK-

VIVERITO; Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections, September 17, 2015.  

Other Council Members Attending: Van Bramer and Ferreras-Copeland. 

 

On motion of the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito), and adopted, the 

foregoing matter was coupled as a General Order for the day (see ROLL CALL ON 

GENERAL ORDERS FOR THE DAY). 

 

 

At this point the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito) announced that the 

following items had been preconsidered by the Committee on Rules, Privileges and 

Elections and had been favorably reported for adoption. 

 

Report for M-334 

Report of the Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections approving the 

designation of Helen Arteaga as a member of the New York City Health 

and Hospitals Corporation.   

 

 

The Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections to which the annexed 

communication was referred on September 17, 2015 and was coupled with the 

resolution shown below, respectfully 

 

REPORTS: 

 

(For text of the Briefing Paper, please see the Report of the Committee on 

Rules, Privileges and Elections for M-333 printed in these Minutes). 

 

The Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections respectfully reports: 

 

 

Pursuant to the Unconsolidated Laws of the State of New York, § 7384, 

paragraph 1, the Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections, hereby approves the 

designation by the Council of Helen Arteaga as a member of the New York City 

Health and Hospitals Corporation Board of Directors to serve for the remainder of a 

five year term that will expire on March 20, 2020. 

 

This matter was referred to the Committee on September 9, 2015. 
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Accordingly, this Committee recommends its adoption. 

 

In connection herewith, Council Member Lander offered the following 

resolution: 

 

Res. No. 864 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE DESIGNATION BY THE COUNCIL OF 

HELEN ARTEAGA AS A MEMBER OF THE NEW YORK CITY 

HEALTH AND HOSPITALS CORPORATION.  

 

By Council Member Lander: 

 

RESOLVED, That pursuant to the Unconsolidated Laws of the State of New 
York, § 7384, paragraph 1, the Council does hereby approve the designation of Helen 

Arteaga as a candidate for appointment by the Mayor as a member of the New York 

City Health and Hospitals Corporation Board of Directors to serve for the remainder 

of a five-year term that will expire on March 20, 2020 

 

BRADFORD S. LANDER, Chairperson; DANIEL R. GARODNICK, YDANIS 

A. RODRIGUEZ, MARGARET S. CHIN, DEBORAH L. ROSE, RAFAEL L. 

ESPINAL, Jr., MARK LEVINE, STEVEN MATTEO, MELISSA MARK-

VIVERITO; Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections, September 17, 2015.  

Other Council Members Attending: Van Bramer and Ferreras-Copeland. 

 

On motion of the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito), and adopted, the 

foregoing matter was coupled as a General Order for the day (see ROLL CALL ON 

GENERAL ORDERS FOR THE DAY). 

 

At this point the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito) announced that the 

following items had been preconsidered by the Committee on Rules, Privileges and 

Elections and had been favorably reported for adoption. 

 

Report for M-335 

Report of the Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections approving the re-

appointment of Arva Rice as a member of the New York City Equal 

Employment Practices. 

 

The Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections to which the annexed 

communication was referred on September 17, 2015 and was coupled with the 

resolution shown below, respectfully 

 

REPORTS: 
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(For text of the Briefing Paper, please see the Report of the Committee on 

Rules, Privileges and Elections for M-333 printed in these Minutes). 

 

 

The Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections respectfully reports: 

 

Pursuant to § 31 and § 830 of the New York City Charter, the Committee on 

Rules, Privileges and Elections, hereby approves the re-appointment by the Council 

of Arva Rice as a member of the New York City Equal Employment Practices to 

serve for the remainder of a four-year term that expires on June 30, 2019. 

 

This matter was referred to the Committee on September 9, 2015. 

 

Accordingly, this Committee recommends its adoption. 

 

In connection herewith, Council Member Lander offered the following 

resolution: 

 

Res. No. 865 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE RE-APPOINTMENT BY THE COUNCIL 

OF ARVA RICE AS A MEMBER OF THE NEW YORK CITY EQUAL 

EMPLOYMENT PRACTICES. 

 

By Council Member Lander: 

 

RESOLVED, That pursuant to §§ 31 and § 830 of the New York City Charter, 

the Council does hereby approve the re-appointment of Arva Rica as a member of the 

New York City Equal Employment Practices for the remainder of a four-year term 

expiring on June 30, 2019. 

 

BRADFORD S. LANDER, Chairperson; DANIEL R. GARODNICK, YDANIS 

A. RODRIGUEZ, MARGARET S. CHIN, DEBORAH L. ROSE, RAFAEL L. 

ESPINAL, Jr., MARK LEVINE, STEVEN MATTEO, MELISSA MARK-

VIVERITO; Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections, September 17, 2015.  

Other Council Members Attending: Van Bramer and Ferreras-Copeland. 

 

On motion of the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito), and adopted, the 

foregoing matter was coupled as a General Order for the day (see ROLL CALL ON 

GENERAL ORDERS FOR THE DAY). 
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GENERAL ORDER CALENDAR 

 

 

Resolution approving various persons Commissioners of Deeds 

 

By the Presiding Officer – 

 

 

Resolved, that the following named persons be and hereby are appointed 

Commissioners of Deeds for a term of two years: 

 

Approved New Applicant’s Report 

 

Name Address District # 

Jeffrey Douglas 100 Beekman Street #17F  

New York, N.Y. 10038 

1 

Bonny S. Wong 410 Grand Street #16E  

New York, N.Y. 10002 

1 

Raisa Arias 2005 Davidson Avenue #1C  

Bronx, N.Y. 10453 

14 

Angela I. Dunlop 209 East 165th Street #4D  

Bronx, N.Y. 10456 

16 

Yolanda S. Jenkins 745 East 152nd Street #6J  

Bronx, N.Y. 10455 

17 

Terrence T. Cannon  33-05 164th Street  

Flushing, N.Y. 11358 

19 

Regina Bacote 136-27 220th Street #1  

Laurelton, N.Y. 11413 

31 

 

 

Approved New Applicants and Reapplicants 

 

 

Name Address District # 

Brian Glasser 60 East 9th Street #615  

New York, N.Y. 10003 

2 

Marisol Abreu 1430 Amsterdam Avenue #2L  

New York, N.Y. 10027 

7 

Rowena Ingram 502 West 143rd Street #5D  

New York, N.Y. 10031 

7 



  September 17, 2015 

 

3347 

Ann Roberts 380 Riverside Drive  

New York, N.Y. 10025 

7 

Roberta Jackson 500 Southern Blvd #1F  

Bronx, N.Y. 10455 

8 

Denise Perez 2075 3rd Avenue #13C  

New York, N.Y. 10029 

8 

Lavada R. Becoate 1900 Lexington Avenue #15E  

New York, N.Y. 10035 

9 

Shirley L. Guerrant  158 West 144th Street  

New York, N.Y. 10030 

9 

Jean M. Hockaday 161 West 140th Street #63  

New York, N.Y. 10030 

9 

Kennetha Robinson 385 Edgecombe Avenue #56  

New York, N.Y. 10031 

9 

Mark D. Goret 474 West 238th Street #2H  

Bronx, N.Y. 10463 

11 

Mark McCormack  5790 Mosholu Avenue  

Bronx, N.Y. 10471 

11 

Amarilis Ruiz 130 Gale Place #2C  

Bronx, N.Y. 10463 

11 

Katrina Gervits 100 Dreiser Loop #21F  

Bronx, N.Y. 10475 

12 

Arnold E. Martin 100 Asch Loop #24G  

Bronx, N.Y. 10475 

12 

Dagny J. McDaniel  3317 Tiemann Avenue  

Bronx, N.Y. 10469 

12 

Kenneth Roman  3739 Barnes Avenue  

Bronx, N.Y. 10467 

12 

Patricia Wilson 120 Casals Place #16  

Bronx, N.Y. 10475 

12 

Stephanie Colbourne  164 Kearney Avenue  

Bronx, N.Y. 10465 

13 

Milagros Escabi 1732 St. Peters Avenue  

Bronx, N.Y. 10461 

13 

Olga Rodriguez 2097 Muliner Avenue #3  

Bronx, N.Y. 10462 

13 

Arianna L. Walvin 2223 Wallace Avenue #1  

Bronx, N.Y. 10467 

13 

Akisha S. Chambers  2155 Daly Avenue #2B  

Bronx, N.Y. 10460 

15 

Tracey Johnson 2415 Valentine Avenue #1N  15 
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Bronx, N.Y. 10458 

Stephany R. Jones 1849 Sedgwick Avenue #6F  

Bronx, N.Y. 10453 

16 

Isabel Ramos 1143 Woodycrest Avenue #BA  

Bronx, N.Y. 10452 

16 

Samuel O. Oladeru  1831 Trafalgar Place  

Bronx, N.Y. 10460 

17 

Beverly Scriven 880-3 Colgate Avenue  

Bronx, N.Y. 10473 

17 

Renee Bien-Aime 2121 St. Raymond Avenue #7E  

Bronx, N.Y. 10462 

18 

Ismael Lopez 2218 Bruckner Blvd  

Bronx, N.Y. 10473 

18 

Belkis Perez 250 Homer Avenue #2FL  

Bronx, N.Y. 10465 

18 

Gina DeGori 23-42 College Point Blvd  

College Point, N.Y. 11356 

19 

Bruce Gamil 47-15 212th Street  

Queens, N.Y. 11361 

19 

Simone B. Eisenberg-Blaut  77-60 269th Street  

Queens, N.Y. 11040 

23 

Christine Fenton  223-15 65th Avenue  

Queens, N.Y. 11364 

23 

Dhyan Pal Singh  244-34 90th Avenue  

Queens, N.Y. 11426 

23 

Valerie Chung 150-38 Union Turnpike #10A  

Queens, N.Y. 11367 

24 

Frank R. Grillo  73-12 187th Street  

Flushing, N.Y. 11366 

24 

Esperanza T. Mallari  76-12 35th Avenue #4A  

Queens, N.Y. 11372 

25 

Lisa O'Hara 51-01 39th Avenue #L42  

Queens, N.Y. 11104 

26 

Yenny C. Valero 21-15 35th Avenue #5A  

Astoria, N.Y. 11106 

26 

Tina Brewer 106-22 215th Street  

Queens Village, N.Y. 11429 

27 

Esthel Francis 163-17 130th Avenue #12D  

Jamaica, N.Y. 11434 

28 

Dayane Washington 172-42 133rd Avenue #13H  

Jamaica, N.Y. 11434 

28 
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Maria A. Montalvo  62-21 69th Place  

Queens, N.Y. 11379 

30 

Ismael Rodriguez, Jr.  60-33 67th Avenue #2R  

Ridgewood, N.Y. 11385 

30 

Charlesette Bruson  69-15 Elizabeth Avenue  

Queens, N.Y. 11692 

31 

Kieveth E. Stewart  144-37 181st Street  

Springfield Gardens, N.Y. 11413 

31 

Stella M. Barresi  156-48 76th Street  

Howard Beach, N.Y. 11414 

32 

Wayne Ruggiere 89-11 Jamaica Avenue  

Queens, N.Y. 11421 

32 

Dronmati Singh  104-41 103rd Street  

Queens, N. Y. 11417 

32 

Douglas W. Elliott  118 Pierrepont Street  

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201 

33 

Rashed Bakth 1720 Gates Avenue  

Queens, N.Y. 11385 

34 

Blanca I. Bonilla 384 Central Avenue #5  

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11221 

34 

Katrina E. Banks 25 Monument Walk #11H  

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11205 

35 

Abraham A. Brikman 679 Montgomery Street #3L  

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11213 

35 

Alex O. Martinez 1251 Lincoln Place #1L  

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11213 

35 

Stephen H. Serota 217 Washington Avenue  

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11205 

35 

Veronica Williams 773 Eastern Parkway #3D  

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11213 

35 

Yvette Davis 910 Park Place #3C  

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11216 

36 

Cheryl Green 396A Monroe Street #3A  

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11221 

36 

Reesha C. Stephens 884 Greene Avenue #1B  

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11221 

36 

Geraldine Alberto 1 Ridgewood Place #1B  

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11237 

37 

Briseida J. Rodriguez  111 Truxton Street  

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11233 

37 

Elizabeth Russell 240 New Jersey Avenue #D4  37 
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Brooklyn, N.Y. 11207 

Rosaura Almonte 452 53rd Avenue #2D  

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11220 

38 

Jamal M. Asad  191 32nd Street  

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11232 

38 

Alexander Dorosh 609 Greenwood Avenue  

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11218 

39 

Daniel Giansante  111 Pacific Street #2  

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201 

39 

Carrie Goodine  2015 Union Street  

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11232 

41 

Perla Beckford-Lem  735 Lincoln Avenue  

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11208 

42 

Johnnymae McCrae  695 Alabama Avenue  

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11207 

42 

Martha Hamboussi  9021 3rd Avenue  

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11209 

43 

Arlene Schreiber  1736 East 7th Street  

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11223 

44 

Aurelia S. Grey  8907 Avenue A  

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11236 

45 

Irma R. Kramer 1083 East 21st Street  

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11210 

45 

Victor Marshall Jr.  1308 East 54th Street  

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11234 

46 

Fred Schneider 8793 26th Avenue Bsmt  

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11214 

47 

Alla Veynblat 2662 West 2nd Street #5A  

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11223 

47 

Nataliia Petrychuk 2660 East 28th Street #B  

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11235 

48 

Jerry J. Cocozello  275 Pelton Avenue  

Staten Island, N.Y. 10310 

49 

Aamer Parvez 15 Guinevere Lane  

Staten Island, N.Y. 10310 

49 

Joanne Close 54 Bowling Green Place  

Staten Island, N.Y. 10314 

50 

Saralynn Halbreich 396 Hawthorne Avenue  

Staten Island, N.Y. 10314 

50 

Julie Moll 186 Arthur Avenue  

Staten Island, N.Y. 10305 

50 
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Carolyn Rodriguez  71 Forest Street  

Staten Island, N.Y. 10314 

50 

Diane DeLorenzo  48 Fenway Circle  

Staten Island, N.Y. 10308 

51 

Ingrid A. Sima  22 Ovas Court  

Staten Island, N.Y. 10312 

51 

 

 

On motion of the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito), and adopted, the 

foregoing matter was coupled as a General Order for the day (see ROLL CALL ON 

GENERAL ORDERS FOR THE DAY). 

 

ROLL CALL ON GENERAL ORDERS FOR THE DAY 

(Items Coupled on General Order Calendar) 

 

 

(1) M-333 & Res 863 -  Shampa Chanda - As a member of the New 

York City Board of Standards and Appeals. 

(2) M-334 & Res 864 -  Helen Arteaga - As a member of the New 

York City Health and Hospitals Corporation. 

(3) M-335 & Res 865 -  Arva Rice - As a member of the New York 

City Equal Employment Practices. 

(4) Int 643-A -  Inmates who are on waiting lists for 

placement in or transfer to alternative 

housing. 

(5) Int 706-A –  DOC quarterly report regarding the visitation 

of incarcerated individuals. 

(6) Int 753-A -  Annual report regarding bail and the criminal 

justice system. 

(7) Int 758-A –  DOC quarterly report regarding the 

department's grievance system. 

(8) Int 766-A –  DOC quarterly report on the population 

demographics of the city's jails. 

(9) Int 767-A –  DOC’s policies on the use of force. 

(10) Int 768-A –  DOC to report on enhanced supervision 

housing. 

(11) Int 784-A -  Inmate bill of rights. 

(12) Int 850-A -  Air conditioning systems. 

(13) Res 846 -  New and changed designations of certain 

organizations to receive funding 

(Transparency Resolution). 

(14) L.U. 275 & Res 858 - App. C 150188 PCK, warehousing and 

storage facility, Brooklyn, Community Board 
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7, Council District 38. 

(15) L.U. 276 & Res 859 - App. C 150305 PCK, warehousing and 

storage facility, Brooklyn, Community Board 

7, Council District 38. 

(16) L.U. 277 & Res 860 - App. 20155771 HKK (N 150445 HKK), 

Henry and Susan McDonald House, 

Brooklyn, Community Board 2, Council 

District 35. 

(17) L.U. 278 & Res 861 - App. 20155770 HKK (N 150446 HKK), 

M.H. Renken Dairy Company, Brooklyn, 

Community Board 2, Council District 35. 

(18) L.U. 279 & Res 857 -  Tremont Renaissance, Bronx, Community 

District No. 6, Council District No. 15.  

(19) L.U. 280 & Res 862 - App. 20165028 SCK, Public School Facility, 

Brooklyn, Community School District No. 

13, Community Board 8, Council District 35. 

   

(20) Resolution approving various persons Commissioners of Deeds. 

   

The Public Advocate (Ms. James) put the question whether the Council would 

agree with and adopt such reports which were decided in the affirmative by the 

following vote: 

 

Affirmative – Arroyo, Barron, Cabrera, Chin, Constantinides, Cornegy, 

Crowley, Cumbo, Deutsch, Dromm, Espinal, Eugene, Ferreras-Copeland, Garodnick, 

Gentile, Gibson, Greenfield, Johnson, Kallos, King, Koo, Koslowitz, Lancman, 

Lander, Levin, Levine, Maisel, Mealy, Menchaca, Mendez, Miller, Reynoso, 

Richards, Rodriguez, Rose, Rosenthal, Torres, Treyger, Ulrich, Vacca, Vallone, 

Wills, Matteo, Van Bramer, and the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito) – 45. 

 

The General Order vote recorded for this Stated Meeting was 45-0-0 as 

shown above with the exception of the votes for the following legislative items: 

 

 

The following was the vote recorded for Int No. 850-A: 

 

Affirmative – Arroyo, Barron, Cabrera, Chin, Constantinides, Cornegy, 

Crowley, Cumbo, Deutsch, Dromm, Espinal, Eugene, Ferreras-Copeland, Garodnick, 

Gentile, Gibson, Greenfield, Johnson, Kallos, King, Koo, Koslowitz, Lancman, 

Lander, Levin, Levine, Maisel, Mealy, Menchaca, Mendez, Miller, Reynoso, 

Richards, Rodriguez, Rose, Rosenthal, Torres, Treyger, Ulrich, Vacca, Vallone, 

Wills, Van Bramer, and the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito) – 44. 

 

Negative – Matteo - 1. 
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The following was the vote recorded for LU No. 280 & Res No. 862: 

 

Affirmative – Arroyo, Cabrera, Chin, Constantinides, Cornegy, Crowley, 

Cumbo, Deutsch, Dromm, Espinal, Eugene, Ferreras-Copeland, Garodnick, Gentile, 

Gibson, Greenfield, Johnson, Kallos, King, Koo, Koslowitz, Lancman, Lander, 

Levin, Levine, Maisel, Mealy, Menchaca, Mendez, Miller, Reynoso, Richards, 

Rodriguez, Rose, Rosenthal, Torres, Treyger, Ulrich, Vacca, Vallone, Wills, Matteo, 

Van Bramer, and the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito) – 44. 

 

Abstention – Barron – 1. 

 

The following Introductions were sent to the Mayor for his consideration and 
approval: Int Nos. 643-A, 706-A, 753-A, 758-A, 766-A, 767-A, 768-A, 784-A, and 
850-A.  

 

 

For Introduction and Reading of Bills, see the material following the 

Resolutions section below: 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

Presented for voice-vote 

 

The following are the respective Committee Reports for each of the 

Resolutions referred to the Council for a voice-vote pursuant to Rule 8.50 of the 

Council: 

 

 

Report for voice-vote Res. No. Res 801-A 

Report of the Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International 

Intergroup Relations in favor of approving, as amended, a Resolution 

praising Pope Francis for his lifelong pursuit of peace among all peoples 

and commends him on his upcoming historic visit to New York City. 

 

The Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup 

Relations, to which the annexed amended resolution was referred on July 23, 2015 

(Minutes, page 2975), respectfully 

 

REPORTS: 
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Introduction 

 

On September 16, 2015, the Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and 

International Intergroup Relations, chaired by Council Member James Van Bramer, 

will hold a hearing on Proposed Res. No. 801-A, a resolution praising Pope Francis 

for his lifelong pursuit of peace among all peoples and commending him on his 

upcoming historic visit to New York City. This is the first hearing on this resolution. 

The Archdiocese of New York, community-based organizations, interfaith groups, 

academic institutions as well as faith leaders, and community service providers have 

been invited to testify.  

 

Background 

 

Historically, New York City has been a key location for papal visits to the 

United States, with Pope Paul VI, John Paul II, and Benedict XVI visiting the city 

during their pontificate. On September 24-25, 2015 Pope Francis will be visiting 

New York City. On his visit, Pope Francis will deliver the evening prayer at St. 

Patrick’s Cathedral, address the United Nations General Assembly, attend a multi-

religious meeting for peace at the 9/11 Memorial Museum, travel via a motorcade 

through Central Park, and celebrate Mass at Madison Square Garden.  

Pope Francis is the first Jesuit, the first from the Americas, and the first non-

European leader of the Catholic Church in more than 1,200 years. He is a champion 

of the poor, a vocal promoter of social justice, and an advocate for peace. Pope 

Francis has repeatedly demonstrated his commitment to reconciliation, tolerance and 

peaceful coexistence among all regions and religions. This resolution praises Pope 

Francis for his lifelong pursuit of peace among all peoples and commends him on his 

upcoming historic visit to New York City. 

 

Proposed Res. No. 801-A 

 

Proposed Res. No. 801-A would indicate that since assuming the office of the 

successor of Saint Peter in March of 2013, Pope Francis inherited a role that 

commands a great deal of influence, not only over the world’s 1.2 billion Roman 

Catholics but over many peoples of the world. Proposed Res. No. 801-A would point 

out that, having begun his duties in the papal office as the first Jesuit, the first from 

the Americas, and the first non-European leader of the Catholic Church in more than 

1,200 years, Pope Francis commenced his service as part of a renewed era in the 

Church and the great achievements of his papacy are testament to his leadership.  

The resolution would indicate that Pope Francis chose the name Francis, in honor of 

Saint Francis of Assisi, who devoted himself to the poor, to peace and protecting 

animals and the environment.  

Proposed Res. No. 801-A would note that, having long been a champion of the 

poor, a vocal promoter of social justice, and known for leading an austere life in 

Buenos Aires, Pope Francis has denounced unnecessary luxuries proclaiming “… I 
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would like a church that is poor and that is for the poor.” The resolution would 

further note that, as a promoter of peace, Pope Francis hosted Israeli President 

Shimon Peres and Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas at an interfaith event 

comprised of Christian, Jewish and Muslim prayers and the planting of an olive tree, 

a symbol of peace, in an effort to advance diplomacy and peace. The resolution 

would indicate that Pope Francis has repeatedly denounced the violence in Iraq and 

Syria and prayed for peace for those “who for too long now suffer the effects of 

ongoing conflict and who, together with those belonging to other ethnic and religious 

groups, are suffering a brutal persecution” in the Middle East, Ukraine and Africa. 

The resolution would further point out that, with regard to opening relations 

between the United States and Cuba, Pope Francis wrote personal letters to both 

President Barack Obama and Cuban President Raúl Castro, inviting them to “resolve 

humanitarian questions of common interest, including the situation of certain 

prisoners.” 

The resolution would indicate that Pope Francis has led the church in fights 

against rampant consumerism, air pollution and environmental exploitation, claiming 

“If we destroy creation, creation will destroy us”.  

Proposed Res. No. 801-A would point out that Pope Francis has repeatedly 

demonstrated his commitment to reconciliation, tolerance and peaceful coexistence 

among all regions and religions, amplified by his upcoming landmark visit to New 

York City where he will address the United Nations General Assembly and appear at 

Madison Square Garden. Finally, the resolution would assert that the Council of the 

City of New York praises Pope Francis for his lifelong pursuit of peace among all 

peoples and commends him on his upcoming historic visit to New York City. 

 

 

Accordingly, this Committee recommends its adoption, as amended. 

 

(The following is the text of Res. No. 801-A:) 

 

Res. No. 801-A 

Resolution praising Pope Francis for his lifelong pursuit of peace among all 

peoples and commends him on his upcoming historic visit to New York 

City. 

 

By Council Members Vallone, Cabrera, Cohen, Richards, Lancman, Koslowitz, 

Palma, Espinal, Eugene, Garodnick, Chin, Dickens, Rose, Rosenthal, Williams, 

Rodriguez, Levin, Ferreras-Copeland, Crowley, Koo, Constantinides, Kallos, 

Lander, Wills and Ulrich. 

 

Whereas, Since assuming the office of the successor of Saint Peter in March of 

2013, Pope Francis inherited a role that commands a great deal of influence, not only 

over the world’s 1.2 billion Roman Catholics but over many peoples of the world; 

and 
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Whereas, Having begun his duties in the papal office as the first Jesuit, the first 

from the Americas, and the first non-European leader of the church in more than 

1,200 years, Pope Francis commenced his service as part of a renewed era in the 

Roman Catholic Church and the great achievements of his papacy are testament to 

his leadership; and 

Whereas, Pope Francis chose the name Francis, in honor of Saint Francis of 

Assisi, who devoted himself to the poor, to peace and protecting animals and the 

environment; and 

Whereas, Having long been a champion of the poor, a vocal promoter of social 

justice, and known for leading an austere life in Buenos Aires, Pope Francis has 

denounced unnecessary luxuries proclaiming “… I would like a church that is poor 

and that is for the poor”; and 

Whereas, As a promoter of peace, Pope Francis hosted Israeli President Shimon 

Peres and Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas at an interfaith event comprised of 

Christian, Jewish and Muslim prayers and the planting of an olive tree, a symbol of 

peace, in an effort to advance diplomacy and peace; and 

Whereas, Pope Francis has repeatedly denounced the violence in Iraq and Syria 

and prayed for peace for those “who for too long now suffer the effects of ongoing 

conflict and who, together with those belonging to other ethnic and religious groups, 

are suffering a brutal persecution” in the Middle East, Ukraine and Africa; and 

Whereas, With regard to opening relations between the United States and Cuba, 

Pope Francis wrote personal letters to both President Barack Obama and Cuban 

President Raúl Castro, inviting them to “resolve humanitarian questions of common 

interest, including the situation of certain prisoners”; and  

Whereas, Pope Francis has lead the church in fights against rampant 

consumerism, air pollution and environmental exploitation, claiming “If we destroy 

creation, creation will destroy us”; and 

Whereas, Pope Francis has repeatedly demonstrated his commitment to 

reconciliation, tolerance and peaceful coexistence among all regions and religions, 

amplified by his upcoming landmark visit to New York City where he will address 

the United Nations General Assembly and appear at Madison Square Garden; now, 

therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York praises Pope Francis for his 

lifelong pursuit of peace among all peoples and commends him on his upcoming 

historic visit to New York City. 

 

JAMES G. VAN BRAMER, Chairperson; ELIZABETH S. CROWLEY, 

JULISSA FERRERAS-COPELAND, PETER A. KOO, STEPHEN T. LEVIN, 

ANDY L. KING, COSTA G. CONSTANTINIDES, LAURIE A. CUMBO, HELEN 

K. ROSENTHAL.  Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International 

Intergroup Relations, September 16, 2015.  Other Council Members Attending: 

Vallone. 
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Pursuant to Rule 8.50 of the Council, the Public Advocate (Ms. James) called for 

a voice vote. Hearing no objections, the Public Advocate (Ms. James) declared the 

Resolution to be adopted. 

 

Adopted unanimously by the Council by voice-vote. 

 

 

After the voice-vote Resolutions segment of this Meeting, the Public Advocate 

(Ms. James) announced that shooting victim Carey Gabay had died the previous 

evening of September 16, 2015 (Editor’s Note: Mr. Gabay, 43, was the first deputy 

General Counsel of the Empire State Development Corporation and an aide to 

Governor Andrew Cuomo – he was hit by gunfire in a September 8, 2015 incident in 

Brooklyn).  The Public Advocate (Ms. James) remarked that Mr. Gabay was a 

dedicated public servant who was a member of her church and lived in the Clinton 

Hill area of Council Member’s Cumbo’s district. She offered her thoughts and 

prayers to Mr. Gabay’s widow, loved ones, and church family. 

 

 

INTRODUCTION AND READING OF BILLS 

 

 

Int. No. 885 

By The Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito) and Council Members Gibson, 

Cohen, Arroyo, Barron, Chin, Johnson, Koo, Mendez, Richards, Rose, Wills and 

Crowley. 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to the revocation, suspension, or refusal to renew a cigarette dealer 

license due to the sale of synthetic drugs or imitation synthetic drugs. 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 
 

Section 1. Section 10-203 of the administrative code of the city of New York is 

amended by adding a new subdivision g to read as follows: 

g. Any person who engages in business as a retail dealer pursuant to section 20-
202 of the code shall be subject to:  

 
1. a mandatory suspension of his or her retail dealer license for a period of 

thirty days for a violation of section 10-203 of this code; or 
 
2. a mandatory revocation of his or her retail dealer license for a second or 

subsequent violation of section 10-203 of this code occurring on a different day at 
the same place of business within a three-year period. 
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§ 2. Paragraphs 2 and 3 of subdivision a of section 20-206 of the administrative 

code of the city of New York, paragraph 2 as added by local law number 2 for the 

year 2000 and paragraph 3 as amended by local law number 69 for the year 2009, are 

amended, and a new paragraph 4 is added to such subdivision, to read as follows: 

 

2. not paid, within the time permitted by law, any civil penalty or judgment duly 

imposed pursuant to the provisions of this subchapter or any rules promulgated 

thereunder or pursuant to chapter thirteen of title eleven of this code, or chapter forty 

of title eleven of this code relating to cigarette sales[.]; or 

 

3. violated the provisions of section 17-714 of this code or any rules promulgated 

thereunder[.]; or 

 

4. violated any provision of section 10-203 of this code or any rules promulgated 
thereunder. 

 

§ 3. The commissioner of consumer affairs may promulgate rules as may be 

necessary for the purposes of carrying out the provisions of this local law. 

 

§ 4. Severability. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or other 

portion of this local law is, for any reason, declared unconstitutional or invalid, in 

whole or in part, by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be 

deemed severable, and such unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect the 

validity of the remaining portions of this local law, which remaining portions shall 

continue in full force and effect. 

 

§ 5. This local law takes effect 60 days after it becomes law. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Consumer Affairs. 

 

Res. No. 836 

Resolution calling upon the United States Congress to pass and the President to 

sign legislation allowing an economic hardship exemption for Puerto Rico 

from the Merchant Marine Act of 1920, commonly known as the “Jones 

Act.” 

 

By The Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito) and Council Members Arroyo, 

Cabrera, Chin, Constantinides, Gibson, Johnson, Koo, Lancman, Mendez, 

Richards, Reynoso, Rosenthal, Lander, Eugene, Kallos and Menchaca. 

 

Whereas, The Merchant Marine Act of 1920, commonly known as the “Jones 

Act,” requires that all shipping between United States (U.S.) ports be conducted by 

U.S. built, flagged, crewed and owned vessels; and 

Whereas, The Jones Act was originally intended to promote and maintain a 

merchant marine industry for the sake of domestic commerce and provide 
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appropriate vessels and trained crews ready to assist the U.S. Navy and military in 

time of war or national emergency; and  

Whereas, Puerto Rico, a U.S. territory and island in the Caribbean, is almost 

entirely reliant on shipping for the receipt of goods; and  

Whereas, Therefore, the requirements of the Jones Act affect the cost of nearly 

every product Puerto Ricans consume; and  

Whereas, According to a 2012 report by the New York Federal Reserve, the 

cost of shipping a 20 foot container to Puerto Rico from the East Coast of the U.S. 

was twice the cost of delivering the same container to nearby ports in the Dominican 

Republic or Jamaica; and  

Whereas, According to a 2013 Government Accountability Office (GAO) 

report, Puerto Rico’s freight shipping needs are primarily met by four carriers with a 

combined fleet of 17 vessels with an average age of 39 years for containerships and 

31 years for barges; and  

Whereas, According to the U.S. Energy Information Administration, per capita, 

Puerto Rican energy usage is two-fifths less than that of mainland Americans, yet 

their cost of electricity, approximately 27 cents per kilo-watt hour, is twice the 

average cost on the mainland; and 

Whereas, A principal reason for high energy costs is Puerto Rico’s reliance on 

expensive petroleum to generate electricity, due in part, to a limited universe of Jones 

Act qualified carriers for its bulk cargo needs; and 

Whereas, A 2013 GAO report identified three Jones Act carriers with a total of 

six vessels, available on a limited basis, that serve Puerto Rico’s bulk cargo needs, 

such as petroleum and grain; and  

Whereas, Limited availability of Jones Act qualified bulk cargo carriers has 

obliged Puerto Rico to import oil and gas from foreign sources; and 

Whereas, The Puerto Rico Electric Power Authority had planned to expand its 

use of liquefied natural gas (LNG), but expressed concerns, cited in the GAO report, 

regarding the availability of Jones Act qualified vessels capable of shipping cheaper 

LNG from the U.S.; and  

Whereas, Puerto Rico’s economy is currently in great financial distress as the 

island’s residents are experiencing an unemployment rate of 12.6%, which is more 

than twice the national average, and a poverty rate nearly double that of Mississippi, 

the poorest state in the Union; and  

Whereas, According to a recent Puerto Rican government commissioned report 

by International Monetary Fund economist, Anne Krueger, the Puerto Rican 

economy has seen virtually no growth since 1996; and  

Whereas, In this climate of falling revenues and rising costs, Puerto Rico’s 

government has accrued a debt in excess of $73 billion dollars that it simply cannot 

pay; and  

Whereas, There is wide consensus that costs associated with the Jones Act are a 

drag on the Puerto Rican economy and hinder Puerto Rico’s ability to grow its way 

out of this crisis; and 
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Whereas, The aged fleet of freight vessels serving Puerto Rico neither promote 

the shipbuilding industry, nor provide up to date vessels for maritime emergency 

needs, as was the original Jones Act intent; and  

Whereas, Exemption from the Jones Act is not without precedent for United 

States territories as the U.S. Virgin Islands are exempt from the Jones Act; and  

Whereas, Failure to address this obstacle to the growth of Puerto Rico’s 

economy in the face of its economic collapse, would constitute a dereliction of the 

federal constitutional obligation to promote the general welfare of its citizens—3.6 

million of whom inhabit the island of Puerto Rico—and represents a concern for all 

Americans; and  

Whereas, Conditions in Puerto Rico are especially distressing for the 

approximately 800,000 New Yorkers of Puerto Rican descent with cultural and 

familial ties to the island; now therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Council of the city of New York calls upon the United States 

Congress to pass and the President to sign legislation allowing an economic hardship 

exemption for Puerto Rico from the Merchant Marine Act of 1920, commonly 

known as the “Jones Act.”  

 

Referred to the Committee on State and Federal Legislation. 

 

Int. No. 886 

By Council Members Barron, Mendez, Miller, Richards, Rose and Constantinides. 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to identifying and addressing environmental justice issues 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section 1. Title 24 of the administrative code of the city of New York is 

amended by adding a new chapter 10 to read as follows: 

 

CHAPTER 10 

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

 

§ 24-1001 Definitions. 

§ 24-1002 Interagency working group. 

§ 24-1003 Environmental justice plans. 

§ 24-1004 Report of final environmental justice plans. 

§ 24-1005 Agency responsibilities. 

§ 24-1006 Research, data collection and analysis. 

§ 24-1007 Exemption. 

§ 24-1008 Advisory board. 

§ 24-1009 Public participation and access to information. 
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§ 24-1001 Definitions. As used in this chapter: 

Advisory board. The term “advisory board” means the advisory board created 
pursuant to section 24-1008. 

Environmental benefit. The term “environmental benefit” shall include, but not 
be limited to, access to grants, subsidies, loans and other financial assistance 
relating to energy efficiency or environmental projects; access to open space, green 
infrastructure and, where relevant, access to waterfronts; and the implementation of 
environmental initiatives, including climate resilience measures. 

Environmental justice. The term “environmental justice” means the fair 
treatment and meaningful involvement of all persons, regardless of race, color, 
national origin or income, with respect to the development, implementation and 

enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, policies and activities and with 
respect to the equitable distribution of environmental benefits. 

Environmental justice area. The term “environmental justice area” means a 
census block group, or contiguous area with multiple census block groups, having a 
minority population or low-income population equal to or greater than 25 percent of 
the total population of such block group or area. 

Environmental justice plan. The term “environmental justice plan. The term 
“environmental justice plan” means a plan required by section 24-1003. 

Minority population. The term “minority population” means a population that is 
identified or recognized by the United States census bureau as Hispanic, African-
American or Black, Asian and Pacific Islander or American Indian. 

Low-income population. The term “low-income population” means a population 
having an annual income that is less than the poverty threshold established by the 

United States census bureau. 

Working group. The term “working group” means the interagency working 
group created pursuant to section 24-1002. 

§ 24-1002 Interagency working group. a. No later than three months after the 
effective date of this section, the director of environmental coordination shall 
convene an interagency working group to comprise the heads of the following 
agencies, or their designees, and such other government officials as the mayor may 
designate: 

 

1. The department of environmental protection; 

2. The department of parks and recreation; 

3. The department of transportation; 

4. The department of health and mental hygiene; 

5. The department of city planning; 

6. The department of buildings; 

7. The department of housing preservation and development; 

8. The office of long-term planning and sustainability; 

9. The office of environmental coordination; 

10. The office of environmental remediation; 
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11. The office of management and budget; 

12. The mayor’s office of data analytics; and 

13. The New York city commission on human rights. 

b. The working group shall: 

1. Provide guidance to agencies on criteria for identifying:  

(a) Disproportionately high and adverse human health or environmental effects 
on minority populations and low-income populations; 

(b) Populations at high risk from environmental hazards; 

(c) Facilities or sites expected to have a substantial environmental, human 
health or economic effect on the surrounding populations; 

(d) Substantial environmental administrative or judicial action, for the purposes 

of subdivision d of section 24-1006; and 

(e) Opportunities for promoting environmental justice; 

2. Coordinate with, provide guidance to, and serve as a clearinghouse for, 
agencies as they develop and implement their environmental justice plans, in order 
to ensure that the administration, interpretation and enforcement of programs, 
activities and policies are undertaken in a consistent manner; 

3. Assist in coordinating research by, and stimulating cooperation among, 
agencies conducting research or other activities in accordance with section 24-
1006; 

4. Assist in coordinating data collection required under this chapter; 

5. Examine existing data and studies on environmental justice; 

6. Hold public meetings as required in section 24-1009; 

7. Develop interagency model projects on environmental justice that evidence 

cooperation among agencies; and 

8. Receive and respond to inquiries and recommendations from the advisory 
board. 

§ 24-1003 Environmental justice plans. a. Each agency shall develop an agency-
wide environmental justice plan that identifies and addresses disproportionately high 
and adverse human health or environmental effects of its programs, policies and 
activities on minority populations and low-income populations. Such plan shall list 
programs, policies, planning and public participation processes, enforcement and 
rulemakings related to human health or the environment that should be revised to, at 
a minimum: 

1. Promote enforcement of all health and environmental laws and rules in 
environmental justice areas; 

2. Ensure greater public participation in programs, policies and activities 
involving high and adverse human health or environmental effects and the 

distribution of environmental benefits, including participation of minority 
populations and low-income populations; 

3. Improve research and data collection relating to the health and environment 
of minority populations and low-income populations; 

4. Ensure equitable distribution and access to environmental benefits for 
environmental justice areas; and 
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5. Promote environmental justice. 

b. Each environmental justice plan shall include a summary of the economic and 
social implications of revisions proposed therein and a timetable for undertaking 
such revisions. 

c. 1. Within four months after the effective date of this section, each agency shall 
identify an internal administrative process for developing its environmental justice 
plan and shall inform the working group and advisory board of such process. 

2. Within six months after the effective date of this section, each agency shall 
provide the working group and advisory board with:  

(a) An outline of its proposed environmental justice plan; and  

(b) A list of revisions that such agency determines would be consistent with the 
purposes set forth in subdivision a of this section and which such agency would 

recommend undertaking but for a determination by such agency that such revision 
would likely be prohibited, or substantially limited, by a law, rule, contract or policy 
that is not within the control of such agency, together with a description of the 
relevant law, rule, contract or policy for each such revision. 

3. Within ten months after the effective date of this section, each agency shall 
provide the working group and advisory board with its proposed environmental 
justice plan. 

4. Within 12 months after the effective date of this section, each agency shall: 

(a) Hold public hearings on such plan;  

(b) Finalize its environmental justice strategy and provide a copy and written 
description of its strategy to the working group and advisory board; and 

(c) As part of its environmental justice plan, shall identify several specific 
projects that can be promptly undertaken to address particular concerns identified 

during the development of such plan and a schedule for implementing those projects, 
and shall inform the working group and advisory board of such projects and 
schedule. 

5. Within 24 months after the effective date of this section, and at least once in 
every year thereafter, each agency shall report to the working group and the 
advisory board on its progress in implementing its environmental justice plan and 
any changes proposed to such plan. 

6. Agencies shall provide additional reports to the working group as requested 
by the working group, and shall provide a copy of each such report to the advisory 
board. 

§ 24-1004 Report of final environmental justice plans. Within 14 months after 
the effective date of this section, the working group shall submit to the mayor and the 
council, and make publicly available online, a report that describes the 
implementation of this chapter including, but not limited to, a copy of each 

environmental justice plan created under section 24-1003. 

§ 24-1005 Agency responsibilities. Each agency shall conduct its programs, 
policies and activities that substantially affect human health or the environment, in a 
manner that ensures that such programs, policies and activities do not have the 
effect of excluding persons or populations from participation in, denying persons or 
populations the benefits of or subjecting persons or populations to discrimination 
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under such programs, policies and activities because of the race, color, national 
origin, income or source of income of such person or population.  

§ 24-1006 Research, data collection and analysis. a. Environmental human 
health research undertaken by or on behalf of an agency shall, include diverse 
segments of the population in epidemiological and clinical studies, including 
minority populations, low-income populations and other segments at high risk from 
environmental hazards. 

b. When undertaken by or on behalf of an agency, environmental human health 
analyses concerning human exposure to potentially harmful substances shall, 
whenever practicable and appropriate, identify multiple and cumulative exposures. 

c. Each agency shall, whenever practicable and appropriate, collect, maintain 
and analyze information assessing and comparing environmental and human health 

risks borne by populations identified by race, national origin or income. To the 
extent practicable and appropriate, agencies shall use such information to determine 
whether their programs, policies and activities have disproportionately high and 
adverse human health or environmental effects on minority populations and low-
income populations. 

d. Each agency shall, whenever practicable and appropriate, collect, maintain 
and analyze information on the race, national origin, income level and any readily 
accessible and appropriate information for areas surrounding facilities or sites 
expected to have a substantial environmental, human health or economic effect on 
the surrounding populations, when such facilities or sites become the subject of a 
substantial environmental administrative or judicial action involving such agency. 
Such information shall be made available to the public unless prohibited by law. For 
the purposes of this subdivision, facilities or sites expected to have a substantial 
environmental, human health or economic effect on the surrounding populations 

shall include, but not be limited to, facilities subject to the reporting requirements of 
the New York city community right-to-know law. 

f. In carrying out the responsibilities set forth in this section, each agency shall, 
whenever practicable and appropriate, use existing data systems and coordinate 
with other agencies and with federal, state or other local governments to share 
information and eliminate unnecessary duplication of efforts. 

§ 24-1007 Exemption. The head of an agency may petition the mayor for, and 
the mayor may thereafter grant after a public hearing on such petition, an exemption 
from a requirement of this chapter on the grounds that all or some of the petitioning 
agency’s programs or activities should not be subject to such requirement. Such 
head shall, at the same time the petition is submitted, provide a copy of such petition 
to the council. The mayor shall, upon granting such a petition, provide the council 
with a copy of such grant, the basis for such exemption and responses to any 
comments raised at the public hearing on such petition, and the petitioning agency 

shall thereafter be exempt from such requirement. 

§ 24-1008 Advisory board. a. There is hereby established an advisory board on 
environmental justice to comprise: 

1. The chairs of the following council committees: 

(a) The committee on civil rights; 

(b) The committee on community development; 
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(c) The committee on environmental protection; 

(d) The committee on health; 

(e) The committee on land use; 

 (f) The committee on sanitation and solid waste management; 

(g) The committee on transportation; 

(h) The committee on waterfronts; 

(i) The committee on public housing; and 

(j)The committee on contracts; 

2. Seventeen individuals appointed by the speaker of the council; provided that: 

(a) At least two appointees of such speaker shall be, at the time of appointment, 
residents of the Bronx and: 

(1) At least one such appointee shall be a member of a community board for 
such borough that contains all or part of at least one environmental justice area or, 
if there is no such board, a member of a community board for such borough; 
provided that if any such board has a health or environmental committee, or an 
analogous committee, such appointee shall be selected from among the members of 
such a committee; and 

(2) At least one such appointee shall be a resident of an environmental justice 
area;(b) At least two appointees of such speaker shall be, at the time of appointment, 
residents of Brooklyn and: 

(1) At least one such appointee shall be a member of a community board for 
such borough that contains all or part of at least one environmental justice area or, 
if there is no such board, a member of a community board for such borough; 
provided that if any such board has a health or environmental committee, or an 
analogous committee, such appointee shall be selected from among the members of 

such a committee; and 

(2) At least one such appointee shall be a resident of an environmental justice 
area; 

(c) At least two appointees of such speaker shall be, at the time of appointment, 
residents of Manhattan and: 

(1) At least one such appointee shall be a member of a community board for 
such borough that contains all or part of at least one environmental justice area or, 
if there is no such board, a member of a community board for such borough; 
provided that if any such board has a health or environmental committee, or an 
analogous committee, such appointee shall be selected from among the members of 
such a committee; and 

(2) At least one such appointee shall be a resident of an environmental justice 
area; 

(d) At least two appointees of such speaker shall be, at the time of appointment, 
residents of Queens and: 

(1) At least one such appointee shall be a member of a community board for 
such borough that contains all or part of at least one environmental justice area or, 
if there is no such board, a member of a community board for such borough; 
provided that if any such board has a health or environmental committee, or an 
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analogous committee, such appointee shall be selected from among the members of 
such a committee; and 

(2) At least one such appointee shall be a resident of an environmental justice 
area; 

(e) At least two appointees of such speaker shall be, at the time of appointment, 
residents of Staten Island and: 

(1) At least one such appointee shall be a member of a community board for 
such borough that contains all or part of at least one environmental justice area or, 
if there is no such board, a member of a community board for such borough; 
provided that if any such board has a health or environmental committee, or an 
analogous committee, such appointee shall be selected from among the members of 
such a committee; and 

(2) At least one such appointee shall be a resident of an environmental justice 
area; 

(f) At least five appointees of such speaker shall be, at the time of appointment, 
directors, members or employees of organizations engaged primarily in work 
promoting environmental justice and: 

 

(1) At least one such appointee shall be a resident of the Bronx; 

(2) At least one such appointee shall be a resident of Brooklyn; 

(3) At least one such appointee shall be a resident of Manhattan; 

(4) At least one such appointee shall be a resident of Queens; and 

(5) At least one such appointee shall be a resident of Staten Island; and 

 

(g) At least two appointees of such speaker shall be, at the time of appointment, 

directors, members or employees of organizations engaged primarily in researching 
issues relating to human health; and 

3. Two individuals appointed by the mayor; provided that such individuals are, 
at the time of appointment, directors, members or employees of organizations 
engaged primarily in work promoting environmental justice or residents of 
environmental justice areas. 

b. 1. Each committee chair identified in paragraph one of subdivision a of this 
section may designate, in writing, a representative to serve on the advisory board in 
such chair’s stead and may revoke such designation, in writing, at any time.  

2. The speaker of the council shall choose a chair of the advisory board from 
among the committee chairs identified in paragraph 1 of subdivision a of this 
section. 

3. In the event that a committee identified in paragraph 1 of subdivision a of this 

section ceases to exist on or after the effective date of this section, the speaker of the 
council shall appoint one additional individual to serve on the advisory board for 
each such committee that has ceased to exist. 

4. Individuals appointed to the advisory board shall serve without compensation. 
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5. The initial appointment of individuals to the advisory board under paragraph 
2 of subdivision a of this section shall be completed by no later than three months 
after the effective date of this section. 

6. Individuals appointed to the advisory board under paragraph 2 of subdivision 
a of this section or paragraph 3 of this subdivision shall serve terms of three years. 

7. Any vacancy on the advisory board shall be filled in the manner of original 
appointment except as provided in paragraph 3 of this subdivision. 

c. The advisory board shall: 

1. Hold public hearings, as required in section 24-1009, and solicit public 
participation and public comments relating to:  

(a) Identifying and addressing disproportionately high and adverse human 
health or environmental effects on minority populations and low-income 

populations;  

(b) Proposed and final environmental justice plans; and 

(c) Promoting environmental justice. 

2. Make recommendations to the working group concerning any matter 
considered by, or action to be taken by, the working group or for otherwise 
promoting environmental justice; and 

3. Review proposed and final environmental justice plans, and proposed 
changes thereto, and make recommendations to the working group relating to such 
plans and proposed changes. 

§ 24-1009 Public participation and access to information. a. The public may 
submit recommendations to an agency relating to such agency’s environmental 
justice plan. Such agency shall convey such recommendations to the working group 
and the advisory board. 

b. 1. The working group shall hold public meetings, as it deems appropriate, for 
the purpose of fact-finding, receiving public comments or conducting inquiries 
concerning environmental justice. The working group shall hold at least two 
meetings in each year; provided that if the local law adding this paragraph is 
enacted on or after June 30 in any year, the working group need only hold at least 
one meeting in such year. 

2. The working group shall provide notice to the public at least two weeks before 
such meetings, where practicable. 

3. The working group shall prepare for public review a summary of the 
comments and recommendations discussed at such public meetings, and shall make 
such summary publicly available online. 

c. With the cooperation of the mayor’s office of immigrant affairs, the working 
group shall develop and implement a plan for making summaries, notices and other 
documents in the control of the working group publicly available in languages other 

than English. 

d. 1. The advisory board shall hold public meetings, as it deems appropriate, for 
the purpose of fact-finding, receiving public comments and discussing 
recommendations submitted or to be submitted to the working group. The advisory 
board shall hold at least two meetings in each year; provided that if the local law 
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adding this paragraph is enacted on or after June 30 in any year, the advisory board 
need only hold at least one meeting in such year. 

2. The advisory board shall provide notice to the public at least two weeks 
before such meetings, where practicable. 

§ 2. This local law shall take effect immediately. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Environmental Protection. 

 

Res. No. 837 

Resolution in support of President Barack Obama’s Second Chance Pell Pilot 

Program, which will initiate new models to allow incarcerated individuals 

to receive Pell Grants to finance their education. 
 

By Council Members Barron, Chin, King, Mendez, Richards, Williams and Crowley. 

 

Whereas, The Federal Pell Grant Program, which provides need-based grants to 

low-income undergraduate and certain post-baccalaureate students for postsecondary 

education costs, was established in 1972 pursuant to amendments to Title IV of the 

Higher Education Act of 1965; and 

Whereas, The United States Office of Federal Student Aid is the largest 

provider of student financial aid in the country and the Federal Pell Grant Program is 

the government’s largest grant program for helping low-income students attend 

college; and  

Whereas, The passage of Title IV initially permitted incarcerated individuals to 

apply for federal financial aid for college courses and, in doing so, provided the 

funding required to ensure the financial stability of correctional education programs; 

and 

Whereas, By 1991, the cost of incarceration and the cost of attending college 

rose dramatically and it eventually became a point of contention for inmates to have 

access to federally-supported higher education while an increasing number of non-

incarcerated Americans were having trouble paying for college; and 

Whereas, According to the Encyclopedia of Prisons and Correctional Facilities 

(“Encyclopedia”), by 1973, there were 182 college programs operating in U.S. 

prisons, by 1982, the number of programs peaked with 350 active in 45 states and 

approximately 27,000 inmates received some form of postsecondary education; and 

Whereas, The Encyclopedia notes that the total percentage of the Federal Pell 

Grant Program’s annual budget spent in the 1993-94 school year on higher education 

for inmates only accounted for one-tenth of 1 percent; and 

Whereas, According to the U.S. Department of Education (DOE), of the 

3,327,683 students awarded Pell Grants in the 1993-94 school year, only 25,168, or 

fewer than 1%, were prisoners; and 

Whereas, Through a provision of the Violent Crime Control and 

Law Enforcement Act of 1994, signed by President Bill Clinton, students 

incarcerated at a federal or state penal institution became ineligible to participate in 

the Federal Pell Grant Program; and 
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Whereas, A Federal Pell Grant is the foundation for all federal student aid 

awarded and, unlike a loan, does not have to be repaid; and 

Whereas, According to the DOE, as the cost and of a postsecondary education 

has become greater than ever, loans are now the largest source of financial aid for 

tuition and fees, even for the lowest-income students; and  

Whereas, According to the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, during the 

Great Recession, which began in December 2007 and ended in June 2009, the U.S. 

suffered through its longest, and by most measures worst economic recession since 

the Great Depression, with an unemployment rate that rose far higher than that of the 

previous two recessions, and a slow recovery; and 

Whereas, According to Georgetown University’s Center on Education and the 

Workforce (CEW), the Great Recession contributed to the increasing divide between 

the less educated and those with more education; and 

Whereas, In 2013 CEW reported that nearly four out of five jobs lost were held 

by those with only a high school diploma while those who had earned at least a 

Bachelor’s degree were largely protected against job losses and even had some job 

gains; and 

Whereas, Even in the post-recession job recovery, the CEW study showed that 

workers with less than, or at least, a high school diploma have continued to lose jobs 

while more than half of the employment increases have gone to workers holding a 

Bachelor’s degree, or better, and the rest of the employment gains to those with some 

college education or an Associate degree; and 

Whereas, An analysis of data on the educational attainment of state prisoners in 

2004 from the U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) and the National Assessment of 

Adult Literacy, published in a 2013 RAND report, showed that 36.6 percent of 

inmates had less than a high school education compared with 19 percent of the 

general U.S. population aged 16 and older, 16.5 percent only had a high school 

diploma compared with 26 percent of the general population and 14.4 percent had 

attained some postsecondary education compared with 51 percent of the general 

population; and 

Whereas, CEW estimates that by 2020, 65 percent of all jobs will require 

postsecondary education and training, 35 percent will require a Bachelor’s degree, at 

minimum, and 30 percent will require some college or an Associate degree; and 

Whereas, According to the International Centre for Prison Studies, the U.S. 

leads the world in persons incarcerated by a substantial margin; and 

Whereas, BJS estimates that in 2013 there were 2,220,300 adults, about 0.91% 

or 1 in 110 adults, held in local jails or under the jurisdiction of state or federal 

prisons, representing a 500 percent increase over the last forty years; and 

Whereas, According to BJS, the rate of incarceration is disproportionately 

higher for certain gender, race and ethnic groups, with currently more than 60 

percent of the prison population comprised of low-skilled minority males; and 

Whereas, BJS data shows black men have a one in three lifetime likelihood of 

imprisonment and are six times more likely to be incarcerated than white men; and 
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Whereas, BJS further shows that Latino men have a one in six lifetime 

likelihood of imprisonment and are 2.4 times more likely to be incarcerated than 

white men, who have a one in 17 lifetime likelihood of imprisonment; and 

Whereas, A 2003 assessment of English literacy from a sample of state and 

federal prisoners and a sample of non-incarcerated adults living in U.S. households, 

cited in the 2013 RAND report, showed that on average, inmates had lower literacy 

scores on all three measured scales than the general U.S. population; and 

Whereas, In addition to having lower levels of educational attainment than the 

general population, offenders often lack vocational skills and a steady history of 

employment, which is a significant challenge for reintegration while the dynamics of 

prison entry and re-entry further encumber this population’s ability to accumulate 

meaningful, sustained work experience; and 

Whereas, According to a 2011 Pew Center Report, one of the main obstacles to 

reducing America’s enormous prison population is the high rate of recidivism; and 

Whereas, Today, despite a massive increase in total state spending on 

correctional programs, more than $68 billion annually in the U.S., nearly half of all 

released offenders nationwide return to a state prison within three years of their 

release; and 

Whereas, The Education from the Inside Out Coalition (EIOC), a national 

collaborative advocating for higher education access for incarcerated and recently 

incarcerated individuals, asserts “For every dollar invested in correctional education 

programs, two dollars are saved through prevented recidivism”; and 

Whereas, Rising incarceration trends in the U.S. have resulted in prison 

overcrowding and fiscal burdens on states to accommodate an expanding penal 

system, which highlights a better public return on spent correctional dollars; and 

Whereas, The 2013 RAND report found that, on average, inmates who 

participated in correctional education programs were 43 percent less likely to return 

to prison within three years than inmates who did not; and 

Whereas, EIOC reported that while 43.3 percent of formerly incarcerated 

individuals are likely to return to prison within three years of release, the likelihood 

drops to 13.7 percent for Associate degree recipients, 5.6 percent for Bachelor’s 

degree recipients and less than 1 percent for Master’s degree recipients; and  

Whereas, According to the U.S. National Institutes of Health, more than 

700,000 individuals are released from state and federal prisons annually and many 

ex-offenders are concentrated in poor and minority neighborhoods, hence preparing 

them for successful reintegration back into society by improving their earning 

potential and employability would have a meaningful and positive impact on our 

communities; and 

Whereas, On July 31, 2015, “as part of the Obama Administration’s 

commitment to create a fairer, more effective criminal justice system, reduce 

recidivism, and combat the impact of mass incarceration on communities,” U.S. 

Education Secretary Arne Duncan announced the Second Chance Pell Pilot Program, 

asserting that “America is a nation of second chances” and “Giving people who have 

made mistakes in their lives a chance to get back on track and become contributing 

members of society is fundamental to who we are”; and 
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Whereas, The Second Chance Pell Pilot Program will allow, on a temporary 

basis, eligible incarcerated individuals to access federal financial aid for the first time 

in 20 years, giving inmates the opportunity to pursue life-changing postsecondary 

education, so as to find gainful employment and become productive citizens, 

successfully independent and financially stable Americans; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York supports President Barack 

Obama’s Second Chance Pell Pilot Program, which will initiate new models to allow 

incarcerated individuals to receive Pell Grants to finance their education. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Higher Education. 

 

Int. No. 887 

By Council Members Cabrera, Arroyo, Barron, Eugene, Gentile, Koo, Mealy, 

Mendez, Rose and Wills. 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to the suspension of parking meter regulations on days that New 

York City public schools are closed because of inclement weather 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section 1. Title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is 

amended by adding a new section 19-167.4 to read as follows: 

§ 19-167.4 Suspending the activation of parking meters during inclement 
weather. No person parking a vehicle at a parking meter or a muni-meter is required 

to activate such meter on any day that the mayor has declared the city’s public 
schools closed because of inclement weather. Where a notice of violation is issued to 
an owner or operator of a vehicle for the failure to activate a parking meter or a 
muni-meter, it is an affirmative defense to such violation that the city’s public 
schools were declared to be closed because of inclement weather. For the purposes 
of this section, the term “muni-meter” means an electronic parking meter that 
dispenses timed receipts that must be displayed in a conspicuous place on a vehicle's 
dashboard. 

§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Transportation. 

 

Int. No. 888 

By Council Members Cabrera, Eugene, Gentile, Koo, Mealy, Mendez and Wills. 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to the removal of inoperative or decommissioned fire hydrants 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 
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Section 1. Chapter three of title 24 of the administrative code of the city of New 

York is amended by adding a new section 24-307.1 to read as follows: 

§ 24-307.1 Inoperative or decommissioned fire hydrants. The commissioner 
shall remove from public sidewalks all fire hydrants that have been inoperative for 
more than two years, and for which no repairs are scheduled, and all 
decommissioned fire hydrants, for which no reinstatement plan exists. 

§ 2. This local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Environmental Protection. 

 

Int. No. 889 

By Council Members Cabrera, Arroyo, Barron, Koo and Mealy. 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to banning the sale of green lasers in New York City. 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section 1. Section 10-134.2 of Title 10 of the administrative code of the city of 

New York is amended by adding a new subdivision h to read as follows:  

h. It shall be unlawful for any person to sell or offer for sale, or to possess with 
intent to sell or offer for sale, laser pointers that emit a green laser. Transportation 
of green laser pointers through the city or the storage of green laser pointers in a 
warehouse or distribution center in the city that is closed to the public for purposes 
of retail sales outside the city does not violate this subdivision.  

§ 2. Subdivision h of Section 10-134.2 of Title 10 of the administrative code of 

the city of New York is re-lettered as subdivision i and as re-lettered is amended to 

read as follows:: 

[h.] i. Any person who violates subdivision b, c, [or] e or h of this section shall 

be guilty of a misdemeanor. Any person who violates subdivision d of this section 

shall be guilty of a violation for a first offense and a misdemeanor for all subsequent 

offenses.  

§ 3. This local law shall take effect immediately.  

 

Referred to the Committee on Public Safety. 

 

Int. No. 890 

By Council Members Cabrera and Mealy. 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to the retention of data on the open data portal 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 
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Section 1. Section 23-502 of the administrative code of the city of New York is 

amended to add a new subdivision f to read as follows:  

f. The department shall create and preserve archival copies, or an archival 
compilation data set with data indexed to its time of preservation, of any public data 
set in which the majority of the data contained within may be subject to permanent 
removal or replacement, including, but not limited to, performance data and permit 
and licensing data. Such archival copies or compilations shall be created or updated 
no less than once per year. 

§ 2. Subdivision a of section 23-505 of the administrative code of the city of 

New York is amended to read as follows: 

a. Within one hundred eighty days of the effective date of this chapter, the 

department shall prepare and publish a technical standards manual for the publishing 

of public data sets in raw or unprocessed form through a single web portal by city 

agencies for the purpose of making public data available to the greatest number of 

users and for the greatest number of applications and shall, whenever practicable, use 

open standards for web publishing and e-government. Such manual shall identify the 

reasons why each technical standard was selected and for which types of data it is 

applicable and may recommend or require that data be published in more than one 

technical standard. The manual shall include a plan to adopt or utilize a web 

application programming interface that permits application programs to request and 

receive public data sets directly from the web portal. The manual shall also include 
guidelines for the division of large data sets into groups of smaller data sets, 
disaggregated by discrete time units, when technical barriers, archival necessity or 
practical concerns require such division. Such manual shall be updated by the 

department as necessary. 

§ 3. This local law shall take effect 120 days after its enactment into law. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Technology. 

 

Res. No. 838 

Resolution condemning the inequitable contract between the City of New York 

and LinkNYC which will provide better Wi-Fi access to areas throughout 

the City where advertising is deemed more profitable, and calling for 

revenue sharing profits from this contract to be invested in efforts to 

increase Wi-Fi access in the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens and Staten Island. 

 

By Council Members Cabrera, Mealy, Mendez and Rose. 

 

Whereas, Payphones are generally considered outdated as a result of mobile 

devices, and a large number of the City’s 11,000 payphones are often broken; and 

Whereas, In 1999, the City entered into a number of franchise contracts for 

installation and maintenance of public payphones which expired in October 2014; 

and 

Whereas, On December 4, 2012, then Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg, along with 

the Department of Information Technology and Telecommunications (DoITT) 
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announced the Reinvent Payphones Design Challenge, a competition to modernize 

payphone infrastructure throughout the City; and 

Whereas, On December 10, 2014, Mayor Bill de Blasio announced the approval 

of the City’s LinkNYC proposal by the Franchise and Concession Review 

Committee to expand free, high-speed Internet access throughout the City; and  

Whereas, LinkNYC is a public-private partnership between the Mayor’s Office 

of Technology and Innovation, DoITT and CityBridge, a consortium whose members 

include Comark, Qualcomm, Control Group, Titan, Antenna and Transit Wireless; 

and 

Whereas, As part of the proposal, LinkNYC will install approximately 10,000 

digital kiosks, replacing the City’s pay phones over the next 12 years providing New 

Yorkers with free Wi-Fi connections, free calls to anywhere in the United States, 

touchscreen displays with access to city services including 911 and 311, maps and 

directions, free charging stations for mobile devices and digital displays for 

advertising; and  

Whereas, In addition, residents and tourists will receive high-speed Internet 

service ranging from 100 megabits per second to one gigabit per second within 150 

feet of the kiosks; and 

Whereas, Although the project is expected to generate $500 million for the City, 

some elected officials and city residents have expressed concerns that the project will 

disproportionately benefit Manhattan with the borough receiving more kiosks and 

better Wi-Fi service than low-income areas in the outer boroughs, which will receive 

fewer kiosks and slower connection speeds; and  

Whereas, In order to partially recompense low-income communities which will 

receive fewer kiosks and relatively low bandwidth access in accordance with the 

contract's terms, revenue sharing profits from this contract should be invested in 

efforts to increase Wi-Fi access in the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens and Staten Island; 

now, therefore, be it  

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York condemns the inequitable 

contract between the City of New York and LinkNYC which will provide better Wi-

Fi access to areas throughout the City where advertising is deemed more profitable, 

and calling for revenue sharing profits from this contract to be invested in efforts to 

increase Wi-Fi access in the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens and Staten Island. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Technology. 

 

Res. No. 839 

Resolution calling on the United States Congress to introduce and pass 

legislation to allow states and municipalities to expand upon the Food and 

Drug Administration’s nutritional labeling requirements on menus and 

menu boards 

  

By Council Members Cabrera, Eugene, Gentile, Koo and Richards. 
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Whereas, The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA) of 2010 

directs the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to establish menu labeling 

requirements for restaurants, similar retail food establishments and vending 

machines; and 

Whereas, On December 1, 2014, FDA finalized two rules requiring that calorie 

information be listed on menus and menu boards for standard menu items offered for 

sale in a restaurant or similar retail food establishment that is part of a chain with 20 

or more locations, doing business under the same name, and offering for sale 

substantially the same menu items; and 

Whereas, According to the FDA, Americans eat and drink about one-third of 

their calories away from home; and 

Whereas, Consumers should be provided with nutritional information at food 

service establishments to make informed decisions regarding food purchases; and 

Whereas, The ACA specifies that State or local governments cannot impose 

nutrition labeling requirements for foods sold in establishments covered by the final 

FDA rules, unless such requirements are identical to the federal requirements; and 

Whereas, Although the FDA’s new rules require calorie information to be 

posted, the new rules do not require additional nutritional information, such as 

sodium content; and 

Whereas, About 90 percent of Americans eat too much sodium, which can 

cause high blood pressure, according to the FDA; and 

Whereas, According to a study published in JAMA Internal Medicine, most 

adults in the United States consume more added sugar than is recommended for a 

healthy diet and the odds of dying from heart disease rise with the percentage of 

sugar in the diet; and 

Whereas, The New York City Board of Health required calorie postings on 

menus in 2008 and recently passed a requirement for restaurants to include warnings 

on food items with excessive sodium contents; and 

Whereas, New York City strives to be at the forefront of consumer nutrition 

education and should not be restricted from expanding the FDA’s nutrition labeling 

requirements; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the United States 

Congress to introduce and pass legislation to allow states and municipalities to 

expand upon the Food and Drug Administration’s nutritional labeling requirements 

on menus and menu boards. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Health. 

 

Int. No. 891 

By Council Members Cornegy, Arroyo, Barron, Cabrera, Constantinides, Eugene, 

Gentile, Johnson, Koo, Koslowitz, Mealy, Mendez and Rose. 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to notifying a business when the city has received a complaint about 

its operation 
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Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section 1. Title 23 of the administrative code of the city of New York is 

amended by adding a new chapter 8 to read as follows: 

CHAPTER 8 

NOTIFICATION OF COMPLAINTS AGAINST BUSINESSES 

§ 23-801 Notifying businesses of complaints. The department of information 
technology and telecommunications shall establish an online system that enables 
business owners to register to receive notifications each time the name or address of 
their business is provided as part of a 311 complaint. Such notifications shall be 
delivered by voicemail, text message and/or email in accordance with the business 

owner’s preference. Such notifications shall be delivered within 72 hours after the 
311 complaint is made and shall provide a brief explanation of the nature of the 
complaint, but shall not include the name or other identifying information of the 
complainant.  

§ 2. This local law takes effect 180 days after enactment, except that the 

commissioner of the department of information technology and telecommunications 

may take such actions as are necessary for its implementation, including the 

promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Small Business. 

 

Res. No. 840 

Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the 

Governor to sign, legislation that would allow limited liability companies 

formed in New York to fulfill their publication requirement by publishing 

on the New York Department of State’s website or on an online news site 

 

By Council Members Cornegy, Barron, Cabrera, Constantinides, Gentile, Rose and 

Wills. 

 

Whereas, Many small businesses throughout the United States opt to 

incorporate as a limited liability company (“LLC”) due to the relatively flexible 

corporate structure of the LLC as compared to other corporate structures; and  

Whereas, The New York State Limited Liability Company Law requires a 

newly-formed LLC to publish notice of its formation once a week for six successive 

weeks in two newspapers in the county in which the office of the LLC is located 

before it can file a Certificate of Publication with the New York Department of State 

to complete formation (the “publication requirement”); and 

Whereas, If a New York LLC fails to comply with the publication requirement 

within 120 days after formation, its authority to carry on, conduct or transact any 

business is suspended; and 

Whereas, The purported original intent of the publication requirement was to 

give the local public notice of the company’s existence and operations and to protect 
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the public against fraud, the nonperformance of contractual, financial or other 

obligations and the usurpation of creditors’ rights; and 

Whereas, According to a September 27, 2012 Pew Research Center study on 

Trends in News Consumption, starting in 2011-2012, online and digital news sources 

surpassed other forms of media consumption to become the primary means of news 

consumption, especially as more people have begun to and continue to read their 

news on cell phones, tablets or other mobile platforms; and 

Whereas, If the purported intent of the publication requirement is to give notice 

to the local public, then online publication of an LLC’s formation is a more wide-

reaching and effective means of giving notice than publication in printed form; and 

Whereas, Fulfilling the publication requirement can cost an LLC more than 

$2,000 in New York City, where print newspapers charge the highest rates in the 

state; and 

Whereas, Because of the high costs of the publication requirement, many new 

companies – especially small businesses – are discouraged from forming LLCs in 

New York, which results in the loss of the presence of such businesses and of the 

potential revenue from associated taxes and fees; and 

Whereas, The Department of State could publish notices of newly-formed LLCs 

on its website for a small administrative fee; and 

Whereas, If New York State also allowed for the publication requirement to be 

satisfied by publication on online news sites, online news sites could offer publishing 

fees that were competitive with the administrative fees that the Department of State 

would charge for publication; and 

Whereas, New York State should modify the antiquated and onerous 

publication requirements for LLCs formed in New York in order to promote the 

establishment of new companies and small businesses within New York State and 

New York City; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York 

State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation that would allow 

limited liability companies formed in New York to fulfill their publication 

requirement by publishing on the New York Department of State’s website or on an 

online news site. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Small Business. 

 

Int. No. 892 

By Council Members Crowley, Chin, Gentile, Gibson, Johnson, Mealy, Mendez and 

Rose. 

 

A Local Law to require the department of citywide administrative services to 

conduct a survey of city contractors in relation to paid family leave policies  

  

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

  

Section 1. Survey on contractors with paid family leave policies. a. On or before 

January 1, 2016, the commissioner of the department of citywide administrative 
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services shall conduct a survey of all contractors who do business with the city of 

New York to determine whether such contractors have paid family leave policies. 

Such survey shall inquire as to whether or not contractors have paid family leave 

policies, and if so, shall request that such contractors disclose the terms and 

conditions of such policies.  

b. On or before July 1, 2016, the commissioner of the department of citywide 

administrative services shall submit a report to the mayor and the council that 

includes, but is not limited to: (i) the number of contractors who received a survey; 

(ii) the number of contractors who completed the survey; (iii) the number of 

responding contractors with a paid family leave policy and for each such contractor a 

summary of the terms and conditions of the policy; and (iv) the number of 

responding contractors without a paid family leave policy.  

§ 2. This local law shall take effect immediately upon enactment.    

 

Referred to the Committee on Governmental Operations. 

 

Int. No. 893 

By Council Members Crowley and Barron. 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to locating electrical conductors underground. 

  

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

  

Section 1. Chapter four of title 24 of the administrative code of the city of New 

York is amended by adding a new section 24-424 to read as follows: 

§24-424 Underground electrical conductors. The commissioner of 
transportation shall notify the owners or operators of electrical conductors located 
above ground on any street within the counties of Bronx, Kings, Queens and 
Richmond that, where feasible all electrical conductors shall be placed underground 
within a certain time, sufficient for the proper construction of underground conduits 
or other channels in such street, to be fixed by such commissioner. 

§2. This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Transportation. 

 

Res. No. 841 

Resolution calling upon the State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, 

A.7938 / S.5056-A, an act that would authorize the city of New York to 

institute a tenant rent increase exemption program for tenants who pay 

over fifty percent of their incomes in rent and who reside within certain 

rent-regulated properties 

 

By Council Members Crowley, Barron, Gentile and Chin. 
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Whereas, Pursuant to authorization provided by the State’s Real Property Tax 

Law, New York City currently protects eligible senior citizens and people with 

disabilities from certain rent increases imposed by their landlords if they have total 

annual household incomes of $50,000 or less, pay more than one-third of their 

monthly incomes on rent, and live in a rent-regulated apartment; and 

Whereas, This benefit is provided pursuant to the senior citizen rent increase 

exemption (“SCRIE”) and disability rent increase exemption (“DRIE”) programs, 

collectively referred to as the New York City Rent Freeze Program (“Rent Freeze 

Program”); and 

Whereas, Senior citizens and people with disabilities who are enrolled in the 

Rent Freeze Program have their rents frozen at either their prior legal rent or one-

third of their income, whichever is greater, with future rent increases paid by the City 

to landlords in the form of a real property tax abatement credit; and  

Whereas, No comparable benefit currently exists for similarly rent-burdened, 

low-income households without a senior citizen or person with a disability eligible 

for SCRIE or DRIE; and  

Whereas, On May 20, 2015, the New York State Senate passed S. 5056-A, and 

on June 1, 2015, the New York State Assembly introduced A. 7938; and 

Whereas, This legislation would authorize New York City to expand the Rent 

Freeze Program to include a Tenant Rent Increase Exemption (“TRIE”) program; 

and  

Whereas, According to the legislation’s Memorandum in Support, the TRIE 

program would provide relief to those who, after paying their housing costs, have the 

least amount of income left to acquire the necessities of daily living; and 

Whereas, The TRIE program would benefit households that earn $50,000 or 

less per year, pay more than one-half of their monthly incomes in rent, and live in 

rent-regulated apartments; and 

Whereas, Similar to the SCRIE and DRIE programs, TRIE beneficiaries would 

have their rents frozen at the time of enrollment in the program and future rent 

increases would be paid by the City to landlords in the form of a real property tax 

abatement credit; and  

Whereas, Also similar to the SCRIE and DRIE programs, the State would 

reimburse the City in the amount of ten percent of the real property tax revenue lost 

each fiscal year as a result of TRIE; and 

Whereas, According to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (“HUD”), for a household’s housing costs to be considered 

“affordable” those costs must not exceed one-third of the household’s monthly 

income; and 

Whereas, Households that pay more than one-third of their monthly income in 

rent are considered rent-burdened; and  

Whereas, Households that pay more than one-half of their monthly income in 

rent are considered severely rent-burdened; and 

Whereas, In New York City, the number of households that are severely rent-

burdened is unacceptably high; and 
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Whereas, In February 2015, the City’s Department of Housing Preservation and 

Development released the initial results of the 2014 New York City Housing and 

Vacancy Survey (“2014 HVS”), a legally mandated, triennial survey conducted to 

determine New York City’s overall vacancy rate for rental housing; and 

Whereas, The 2014 HVS found that nearly thirty percent of the City’s renter 

households are severely rent-burdened; and 

Whereas, According to HUD, in addition to struggling to afford their rents, rent-

burdened and severely-rent burdened households may have difficulty affording other 

necessities, such as food and medical care; and 

Whereas, Just as the SCRIE and DRIE programs have been successful in 

ensuring that thousands of senior citizens and people with disabilities are able to 

remain in their homes each year, the TRIE program would be a lifeline for many 

severely rent-burdened New Yorkers who face financial difficulties; now, therefore, 

be it 

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the State 

Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.7938 / S.5056-A, an act that would 

authorize the city of New York to institute a tenant rent increase exemption program 

for tenants who pay over fifty percent of their incomes in rent and who reside within 

certain rent-regulated properties. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

 

Int. No. 894 

By Council Members Dromm, Torres, Mendez, Van Bramer, Chin, Gentile, Johnson 

and Koslowitz. 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to opportunities for LGBT-owned business enterprises in city 

procurement. 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section 1. Title 6 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended 

by adding a new section 6-138.1 to read as follows: 

§ 6-138.1. Participation by Lesbian Gay Bisexual and Transgender (“LGBT”)-
owned business enterprises in city procurement. 

The commissioner of the department of small business services, in consultation 
with the city chief procurement officer, shall, for each industry classification, review 
and compare the availability rates of LGBT-owned firms and the utilization rates of 

such firms, in agency contracts and direct subcontracts. On the basis of such review 
and any other information, including but not limited to, information relevant to the 
extent to which discrimination has an impact on the ability of LGBT-owned 
businesses to compete for city contracts and subcontracts, the commissioner shall, by 
January 1, 2016, determine the need for a citywide program to promote 
opportunities in city procurement for LGBT business owners and submit to the 
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council a report that shall include the determination and the basis for such 
determination. 

§2. This local law shall take effect immediately. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Contracts. 

 

Int. No. 895 

By Council Members Espinal, Constantinides and Mendez. 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to penalties for electronic waste littering 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section 1. Subdivision 8 of section 16-118 of the administrative code of the city 

of New York is amended to read as follows: 

8. The violation of any provision of this section shall constitute an offense 

punishable by a fine of not less than fifty dollars nor more than two hundred fifty 

dollars, or by imprisonment not to exceed ten days, or both, except that littering 
covered electronic equipment, as that term is defined in section 27-2601 of the 
environmental conservation law, in violation of subdivision one of this section and 
which was not placed out for department collection, shall be punishable by a fine of 
two hundred fifty dollars, or by imprisonment not to exceed ten days, or both. 

§ 2. Subdivision 9 of section 16-118 of the administrative code of the city of 

New York is amended to read as follows: 

9. Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be liable for a civil 

penalty of not less than fifty dollars nor more than two hundred fifty dollars, except 

that for a first violation of subdivision one of this section involving litter containing 
covered electronic equipment, as that term is defined in section 27-2601 of the 
environmental conservation law, which was not placed out for department 
collection, such person shall be liable for a civil penalty of two hundred fifty dollars, 
for a second violation of subdivision one, three, four, or six of this section within any 

twelve-month period, such person shall be liable for a civil penalty of not less than 

two hundred fifty dollars nor more than three hundred fifty dollars and for a third or 

subsequent violation of subdivision one, three, four or six of this section within any 

twelve-month period such person shall be liable for a civil penalty of not less than 

three hundred fifty dollars nor more than four hundred fifty dollars. 

§ 3. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law, except that the 

commissioner of sanitation shall take all actions necessary for its implementation, 

including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management. 
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Res. No. 842  

Resolution calling upon the New York City Department of Education to include 

a check box on school lunch forms to enable parents to indicate whether 

they want regular or vegetarian meal options for children during the school 

year, and requiring DOE to continually update their forms if any other 

options are offered in the future. 

 

By Council Members Espinal, Barron, Cabrera, Constantinides, Eugene, Gentile, 

Koslowitz and Mendez. 

 

Whereas, The New York City Department of Education (DOE) is the largest 

public school system in the United States (U.S.), serving approximately 1.1 million 

students; and 

Whereas, According to the New York City Department of Education (DOE), the 

Office of School Food (SchoolFood) serves approximately 850,000 meals a day to 

students, of which more than 700,000 are provided at no charge; and 

Whereas, In addition to regular menu options, SchoolFood offers vegetarian 

breakfast and lunch menu options; and 

Whereas, Although DOE lists menu offerings on its website, it is unclear 

whether DOE uses any other mechanisms to actively advertise the availability of 

vegetarian menu options to students and families; and 

Whereas, It is also unclear how students and families currently indicate their 

preference for vegetarian menu options; and 

Whereas, At the beginning of each school year, families are asked to complete a 

school meals application to determine whether students are eligible for free or 

reduced-price lunch; and 

Whereas, Parents can complete a paper application distributed by schools or 

they can apply online at nyc.applyforlunch.com; and 

Whereas, Only one application, either paper or online, needs to be completed 

for all children (pre-k to high school) living in a household; and 

Whereas, Since all families are asked to complete a single school lunch 

application every year covering all children in the household, adding a check box on 

the form to indicate preference for regular or vegetarian menu options would be the 

most efficient way for families to make their preferences known; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York 

City Department of Education to include a check box on school lunch forms to 

enable parents to indicate whether they want regular or vegetarian meal options for 

children during the school year, and requiring DOE to continually update their forms 

if any other options are offered in the future. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Education. 
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Res. No. 843 

Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the 

Governor to sign, A.7272/S.5823-A, in relation to increasing the minimum 

gross registered vehicle weight requirement for tow trucks to decrease 

illegal tow truck chasing. 

 

By Council Members Espinal and Cabrera. 

 

Whereas, The practice of tow truck “chasing” refers to tow truck operators that 

illegally monitor police radio transmissions to learn of vehicular accidents and then 

race to accident scenes in an attempt to secure towing and ancillary repair work; and 

Whereas, New York City established the Directed Accident Response Program 

(“DARP”) in an effort to end the practice of tow truck chasing after tow trucks 

racing to accident scenes caused several traffic deaths; and 

Whereas, Under DARP, only licensed and participating towing companies 

placed on a rotating list and summoned by the New York City Police Department can 

remove vehicles that cannot be safely driven from a motor vehicle accident scene; 

and  

Whereas, Light duty pickup trucks with hidden towing booms that have a gross 

vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of under 10,000 pounds and are built more for speed 

than safety still engage in chasing in order to arrive at an accident scene before the 

NYPD so that they can engage in unlawfully offering cars involved in accidents 

better tow and repair rates than might be available through DARP; and 

Whereas, The GVWR of a vehicle is the manufacturer’s design capacity for the 

weight of a vehicle and its heaviest load; and 

Whereas, It is unsafe to tow motor vehicles with a tow truck that has a GVWR 

less than 10,000 pounds because the weight of most towed vehicles will cause the 

front axle weight of the tow truck to be reduced by more than 50 percent, and such a 

reduction in weight will compromise the braking and steering capacity of the tow 

truck; and 

Whereas, Light duty pickup trucks pose serious hazards to drivers, bicyclists, 

and pedestrians when they engage in tow truck chasing, especially in a dense and 

bustling city such as New York City where the New York State Department of Motor 

Vehicles reported 11,050 pedestrian/motor vehicle crashes and 294 deaths attributed 

to crashes in 2013; and 

Whereas, A.7272, sponsored by Assembly Member Marcos Crespo, and its 

companion bill S.05823-A, sponsored by Senator Andrew Lanza, seek to amend the 

vehicle and traffic law to increase the GVWR of tow trucks from 8,600 pounds to 

10,000 pounds in order to prohibit the use of light duty pickup trucks, most of which 

weigh less than 10,000 pounds, as tow trucks; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York 

State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.7272/S.5823A, a bill that 

amends the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to increasing the minimum gross 
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registered vehicle weight requirement for tow trucks to decrease illegal tow truck 

chasing. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Consumer Affairs. 

 

Res. No. 844 

Resolution calling upon the New York State legislature to pass and the 

Governor to sign A.8186-A/S.5886-A, an act to amend the General Business 

Law and the Vehicle and Traffic Law, in relation to the transfer of motor 

vehicles as scrap. 

 

By Council Members Espinal and Gentile. 

 

Whereas, Auto theft, once rampant in the City of New York, is now less 

frequent than it has been in decades; and  

Whereas, In 1990, there were 2,000 auto theft occurrences for every 100,000 

residents, yet in 2013, there were only 88 such thefts for the same number of 

residents—a 96% decline; and  

Whereas, One of the factors that contributed to this decline is the auto industry’s 

introduction, during the 1990’s, of immobilizer technology, which involves 

microchips embedded in the vehicle’s ignition key to prevent the automobile from 

starting without the key; and  

Whereas, While newer automobiles are protected by immobilizer technology, 

older automobiles are not, and according to reports from law enforcement and other 

local sources, car thieves have turned increasingly to older, unprotected vehicles; and  

Whereas, In addition to these vehicles being easier to steal, the rising value of 

commodities such as scrap metal has made older, heavier vehicles an easy, lucrative 

target for car thieves; and  

Whereas, An anachronism in the Vehicle and Traffic Law further facilitates the 

sale of these stolen vehicles as scrap metal; and  

Whereas, In an effort to eliminate the blight of abandoned automobiles and 

facilitate sale to vehicle dismantlers and scrap processors, the law allows the use of a 

substitute ownership document, such as the Department of Motor Vehicles Form 

MV-35, in place of the title for purposes of transferring ownership if an automobile 

is eight years or older and has with a fair market value of $1,250 or less; and   

Whereas, According a recent IHS Inc. automotive study, the average age of 

automobiles in America stands at an all-time high of 11.4 years and is expected to 

increase; and  

Whereas, According to police and local reports, there have been many instances 

of stolen vehicles sold as scrap by unauthorized sellers using the MV-35; and 

Whereas, A.8186-A/S.5886-A would amend the use of substitute ownership 

documents for the sale of vehicles as scrap by increasing the age of qualifying 

vehicles from eight years to twelve; and  
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Whereas, The bill would also increase the required retention of records of such 

transactions from three years to five, as well as require the exclusive use of 

government issued identification by the seller; and  

Whereas, A.8186-A/S.5886-A addresses the increasing longevity of modern 

automobiles and the appropriate use of substitute ownership documents for the sale 

of these vehicles as scrap; therefore, be it  

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York 

State legislature to pass and the Governor to sign A.8186-A/S.5886-A, an act to 

amend the General Business Law and the Vehicle and Traffic Law, in relation to the 

transfer of motor vehicles as scrap. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Transportation. 

 

Res. No. 845 

Resolution calling upon the New York State Education Department to expand 

the State’s financial literacy and personal finance education curriculum to 

all grades K through 12. 

 

By Council Members Espinal, Levine, Barron, Constantinides, Eugene, Gentile, 

Gibson, Mendez and Rose. 

 

Whereas, According to the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO), 

financial literacy is “the ability to use knowledge and skills to manage financial 

resources effectively”; and 

Whereas, In a 2011 proclamation marking the start of National Financial 

Literacy Month, President Barack Obama stated, “Americans' ability to build a 

secure future for themselves and their families requires the navigation of an 

increasingly complex financial system. As we recover from the worst economic crisis 

in generations, it is more important than ever to be knowledgeable about the 

consequences of our financial decisions…”; and  

Whereas, Financial literacy has thus become increasingly important as 

Americans recover from economic hardship experienced during the recent recession 

and confront additional challenges, such as responsibility to pay for health care and 

accumulate retirement savings; and 

Whereas, However, recent national surveys, such as one conducted by the 

Financial Industry Regulatory Authority in 2012, show that the financial knowledge 

and skills of Americans, including those of young people, are not keeping pace with 

the demands of financial life; and 

Whereas, Nearly all experts agree that financial education should start early in 

children's lives; and 

Whereas, According to research revealed in the Spring 2015 Journal of 

Consumer Affairs “Special Issue on Starting Early for Financial Success,” children 

as young as age 3 possess the ability to develop a foundation for learning about 

financial matters and to apply what they learn; and 
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Whereas, Research also shows that, by age 5 or 6, children are developmentally 

capable of using savings accounts and demonstrating saving behaviors; and 

Whereas, Further, in a field test researchers found that, after modest amounts of 

financial education, elementary school students retained lessons on financial 

knowledge, behaviors, and attitudes; and 

Whereas, Currently, New York State only requires instruction in personal 

finance in high school as part of the 12th grade social studies curriculum; and 

Whereas, According to the New York State Education Department (NYSED) 

social studies framework, the 12th grade curriculum “Economics, the Enterprise 

System, and Finance” examines the principles of the United States free market 

economy in a global context and instructs students on their individual responsibility 

for managing their personal finances; and 

Whereas, Delivering such instruction only in the 12th grade is too late to 

provide students with the foundational knowledge and skills to manage financial 

resources effectively; and 

Whereas, In its January 2013 final report, the President’s Advisory Council on 

Financial Capability (President’s Advisory Council) recognized the need and 

urgency of equipping our youth with the financial skills to plan for a successful 

future and encouraged states to implement effective, evidence based strategies to 

integrate content within K-12 school curricula; and 

Whereas, To that end, the President’s Advisory Council developed an initiative, 

www.MoneyAsYouLearn.org, to incorporate critical personal finance competencies 

into teaching of the Common Core State Standards for English and mathematics in 

grades K-12; and 

Whereas, Additionally, the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) has 

developed four free age-appropriate curriculums that are designed to promote 

financial understanding for students in grades Pre-K to 12 called Money Smart for 

Young People; and 

Whereas, In addition to compelling research evidence on the importance of 

starting financial education early, the availability of free financial literacy curriculum 

resources should enable the NYSED to expand personal finance education in grades 

K-12 without excessive costs; and 

Whereas, The financial health of New York City, as well as the State and the 

nation, depends on the financial knowledge and skills of its residents; now, therefore, 

be it 

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York 

State Education Department to expand the State’s financial literacy and personal 

finance education curriculum to all grades K through 12. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Education. 

 

Int. No. 896 

By Council Members Ferreras-Copeland, Cohen, Chin, Eugene, Gentile, Gibson, 

Koslowitz, Mealy, Mendez, Rose and Dromm. 
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A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to opportunities for disabled-owned business enterprises in city 

procurement 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section 1. Title 6 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended 

by adding a new section 6-138.1 to read as follows: 

§ 6-138.1 Participation by disabled-owned business enterprises in city 
procurement. The commissioner of the department of small business services, in 
consultation with the city chief procurement officer, shall, for each industry 
classification, review and compare the availability rates of disabled-owned 

businesses and the utilization rates of such businesses, in agency contracts and any 
contracts between prime contractors for the city and their subcontractors. On the 
basis of such review and any other information, including but not limited to, 
information relevant to the extent to which discrimination has an impact on the 
ability of disabled-owned businesses to compete for city contracts and subcontracts, 
the commissioner shall, by March 1, 2016, determine the need for a citywide 
program to promote opportunities in city procurement for disabled business owners 
and submit to the council a report that shall include the determination and the basis 
for such determination. For purposes of this section, disabled shall mean a person 
with a disability, as such term is defined in subdivision 16 of section 8-102 of title 8 
of this code.  

 

§2. This local law shall take effect immediately. 

 

 

Referred to the Committee on Contracts. 

 

Preconsidered Res. No. 846 

Resolution approving the new designation and changes in the designation of 

certain organizations to receive funding in the Expense Budget 
 

By Council Member Ferreras-Copeland. 

 

Whereas, On June 26, 2015 the Council of the City of New York (the “City 

Council”) adopted the expense budget for fiscal year 2016 with various programs 

and initiatives (the “Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget”); and 

Whereas, On June 26, 2014 the Council adopted the expense budget for fiscal 

year 2015 with various programs and initiatives (the “Fiscal 2015 Expense Budget”); 

and 

Whereas, On June 27, 2013, the Council adopted the expense budget for fiscal 

year 2014 with various programs and initiatives (the “Fiscal 2014 Expense Budget”); 

and 
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Whereas, The City Council is hereby implementing and furthering the 

appropriations set forth in the Fiscal 2015 and Fiscal 2016 Expense Budgets by 

approving the new designation and changes in the designation of certain 

organizations receiving local, aging, and youth discretionary funding, and by 

approving the new designation and changes in the designation of certain 

organizations to receive funding pursuant to certain initiatives in accordance 

therewith; and  

Whereas, The City Council is hereby implementing and furthering the 

appropriations set forth in the Fiscal 2014, Fiscal 2015, and Fiscal 2016 Expense 

Budgets by approving new Description/Scope of Services for certain organizations 

receiving local, aging, and youth discretionary funding and funding pursuant to 

certain initiatives; now, therefore, be it  

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation and changes in 

the designation of certain organizations receiving local discretionary funding in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 1; and be it 

further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation and changes in 

the designation of certain organizations receiving aging discretionary funding in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 2; and be it 

further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation and changes in 

the designation of certain organizations receiving youth discretionary funding in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 3; and be it 

further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation and changes in 

the designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Anti-

Poverty Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in 

Chart 4; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation and changes in 

the designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Cultural 

After School Adventure (CASA) Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 

Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 5; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation of certain 

organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Neighborhood Development Grant 

Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 6; 

and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation of certain 

organizations receiving funding pursuant to the NYC Digital Inclusion and Literacy 

Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 7; 

and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation and the changes 

in the designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Parks 

Equity Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in 

Chart 8; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation of certain 

organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Food Pantries Initiative in 
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accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 9; and be it 

further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation of certain 

organizations receiving funding pursuant to the NYC Cleanup Initiative in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 10; and be it 

further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation of certain 

organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Domestic Violence and 

Empowerment (DoVE) Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense 

Budget, as set forth in Chart 11; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the changes in the designation of 

certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Senior Centers, Programs, 

and Enhancements Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as 

set forth in Chart 12; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the change in the designation of a 

certain organization receiving funding pursuant to the EBTs and Food Markets 

Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 

13; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the change in the designation of a 

certain organization receiving funding pursuant to the Ghetto Film School 

Accelerator Program Model Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense 

Budget, as set forth in Chart 14; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation and the changes 

in the designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Beating 

Hearts Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in 

Chart 15; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation and the changes 

in the designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the 

COMPASS Slot Restoration Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense 

Budget, as set forth in Chart 16; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation and the changes 

in the designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the 

Stabilizing NYC Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set 

forth in Chart 17; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation of certain 

organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Asthma Control Program Initiative in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 18; and be it 

further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation and the changes 

in the designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Cancer 

Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 

19; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves t the new designation of certain 

organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Hepatitis B/C Initiative in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 20; and be it 

further 
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Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation of certain 

organizations receiving funding pursuant to the HIV/AIDS Faith Based Initiative in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 21; and be it 

further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation of certain 

organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Immigrant Opportunities Initiative in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 22; and be it 

further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation of certain 

organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Infant Mortality Reduction Initiative 

in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 23; and be 

it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the changes in the designation of 

certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Naturally Occurring 

Retirement Communities (NORCs) Supportive Service Enhancement Initiative in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 24; and be it 

further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the change in the designation of a 

certain organization receiving funding pursuant to the Obesity Prevention Initiative 

in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 25; and be 

it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation of certain 

organizations receiving funding pursuant to the City’s First Readers Initiative 

(formerly known as the Early Childhood Literacy Initiative) in accordance with the 

Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 26; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the change in the designation of a 

certain organization receiving funding pursuant to the Worker Cooperative Business 

Development Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set 

forth in Chart 27; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation and the changes 

in the designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the 

Communities of Color Nonprofit Stabilization Fund Initiative in accordance with the 

Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 28; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation of certain 

organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Anti-Gun Violence Initiative – 

School Based Conflict Mediation (formerly known as the Violence Prevention, 

Conflict Mediation, and Youth Development Initiative) in accordance with the Fiscal 

2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 29; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation of certain 

organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Anti-Gun Violence Initiative – 

Community-Based Programs in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as 

set forth in Chart 30; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation and changes in 

the designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Anti-Gun 

Violence Initiative – Mental Health/Therapeutic Services in accordance with the 

Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 31; and be it further 
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Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation of certain 

organizations receiving funding pursuant to the A Greener NYC Initiative in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 32; and be it 

further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation and the changes 

in the designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Day 

Laborer Workforce Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as 

set forth in Chart 33; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new designation and the changes 

in the designation of certain organizations receiving local discretionary funding in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2015 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 34; and be it 

further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the change in the designation of a 

certain organization receiving aging discretionary funding in accordance with the 

Fiscal 2015 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 35; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the change in the designation of a 

certain organization receiving youth discretionary funding in accordance with the 

Fiscal 2015 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 36; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the change in the designation of a 

certain organization receiving funding pursuant to the NYC Cleanup Initiative in 

accordance with the Fiscal 2015 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 37; and be it 

further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the change in the designation of a 

certain organization receiving funding pursuant to the Unaccompanied Minor 

Children Initiative (formerly the Immigrant Opportunities Initiative) in accordance 

with the Fiscal 2015 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 38; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new description for the 

Description/Scope of Services for certain organizations receiving local, aging, and 

youth discretionary funding and funding pursuant to certain initiatives in accordance 

with the Fiscal 2016 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 39; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new description for the 

Description/Scope of Services for certain organizations receiving local discretionary 

funding in accordance with the Fiscal 2015 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 40; 

and be it further 

Resolved, That the City Council approves the new description for the 

Description/Scope of Services for certain organizations receiving local discretionary 

funding in accordance with the Fiscal 2014 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 41. 

 

Adopted by the Council (preconsidered and approved by the Committee on 

Finance; for Exhibits, please see the attachment to the resolution following the 

Report of the Committee on Finance for Res No. 846 printed in these Minutes). 

 

 

Res. No. 847 

Resolution calling upon the New York City Department of Education to expand 

vegetarian lunch menu options for students at New York City public 

schools. 
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By Council Members Ferreras-Copeland, Espinal, Barron, Cabrera, Chin, 

Constantinides, Eugene, Koo, Koslowitz, Lander, Mendez and Richards. 

 

Whereas, The New York City Department of Education (DOE) is the largest 

public school system in the United States (U.S.) serving approximately 1.1 million 

students; and 

Whereas, Accordingly, DOE’s Office of School Food, known as “SchoolFood,” 

is the largest school food service provider in the U.S., providing over 850,000 total 

meals each day to students in over 1,700 locations; and 

Whereas, In recent years, SchoolFood has taken a number of steps to improve 

the health and nutrition of school meals and to expand access to more students; and 

Whereas, In 2004, SchoolFood hired an executive chef to introduce new recipes 

and to reformulate popular menu items to make them healthier and more enticing to 

students; and 

Whereas, According to the DOE, SchoolFood has reduced sodium, fat and 

cholesterol content in meals served; and 

Whereas, In addition, SchoolFood has replaced white flour pasta with whole 

grain pasta, replaced whole milk with fat free and low fat milk varieties and has 

included more fresh fruits and vegetables in school meals; and 

Whereas, DOE has also made significant investments in kitchen and cafeteria 

infrastructure in recent years, including the installation of more than 600 salad bars in 

schools throughout the City; and 

Whereas, Additionally, SchoolFood has piloted several programs, such as the 

U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program, in a small 

number of City schools; and 

Whereas, Another initiative, “Garden to Café” was started by SchoolFood and 

the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets in collaboration with 

Cornell Cooperative Extension, GreenThumb, and more than 20 community-based 

organizations; and 

Whereas, The goals of “Garden to Café” are to promote vegetarian options, 

connect students to local food and farming, increase awareness of school gardening, 

and provide opportunities to integrate school gardening and school lunch; and 

Whereas, SchoolFood has also created vegetarian breakfast and lunch menus, to 

provide vegetarian options for students who prefer them; and 

Whereas, The number and range of vegetarian menu options is not as extensive 

as the non- vegetarian options available; and 

Whereas, Further, vegetarian lunch menus are currently only available for 

elementary and Kindergarten through 8th grade schools but not for middle or high 

schools; and, 

Whereas, To promote good health and combat childhood obesity, a wide variety 

of vegetarian menu options should be offered to students at all grade levels in all 

schools; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York 

City Department of Education to expand vegetarian lunch menu options for students 

at New York City public schools. 
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Referred to the Committee on Education. 

 

Int. No. 897 

By Council Members Garodnick, the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito), 

Arroyo, Barron, Gibson, Johnson, Koo, Mealy, Mendez, Richards, Rose, Wills, 

Crowley, Cohen, Chin, Rosenthal, Greenfield, Kallos and Williams. 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to declaring nuisances related to the sale of synthetic drugs and 

imitation synthetic drugs. 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 
 

Section 1. Subdivision (g) of section 7-703 of the administrative code of the city 

of New York, as amended by local law number 8 for the year 2007, is amended to 

read as follows: 

(g) Any building, erection or place, including one- or two-family dwellings, 

wherein, within the period of one year prior to the commencement of an action under 

this chapter, there have occurred three or more violations of one or any combination 

of the provisions of article two hundred twenty, two hundred twenty-one or two 

hundred twenty-five of the penal law, or section 10-203 of this code; 

§ 2. This local law takes effect 60 days after it becomes law. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Public Safety. 

 

Int. No. 898 

By Council Members Gentile and Mendez. 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to requiring a data dictionary for every data set on the open data 

portal 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section 1. Section 23-505 of the administrative code of the city of New York is 

amended by adding a new subdivision c to read as follows:  

c. Each data set on the single web portal must be accompanied by a plain 
language data dictionary. Such data dictionary shall provide a description for each 

column heading used within the data set and shall include, where relevant, an 
explanation of any acronym or technical term, a description of the unit of measure, 
the range of possible values, and any relationship or connection between a column 
and other columns within the data set. For any data set updated less than daily, the 
most recent upload date and generation date shall be posted, either within the data 
dictionary or on the portal directly. The data dictionary may also include any 



September 17, 2015  

 

3394 

additional information or description that can provide context to the data, such as 
the method of collection, a history of modifications to the data set format, data or 
methods of collection, or any other contextual information that the agency providing 
the data deems relevant. The data dictionary accompanying each data set, or a link 
to such data dictionary, shall be included directly on the single web portal.  

§ 2. This local law shall take effect 120 days after its enactment. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Technology. 

 

Int. No. 899 

By Council Members Gibson, Cumbo, Crowley, Barron, Gentile, Johnson, 

Koslowitz, Mealy, Mendez and Richards. 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to requiring the department of correction to report on the Rikers 

Island nursery program. 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 9 of the administrative code of the city of New York 

is amended by adding a new section 9-135 to read as follows:   

§ 9-135 Rikers Island Nursery Report. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this 
section, the following terms shall have the following meanings: 

“Child” means any person under the age of two years whose mother is in the 
custody of the department. 

“Nursery” means any department facility or series of facilities designed to 
accommodate newborn children of incarcerated mothers, pursuant to New York state 
correctional law section 611 or any successor statute. 

“Staff” means anyone, other than an inmate, working at a facility operated by 
the department. 

“Use of force A” means a use of force by staff on an inmate resulting in an 
injury that requires medical treatment beyond the prescription of over-the-counter 
analgesics or the administration of minor first aid, including those uses of force 
resulting in one or more of the following treatments/injuries: (i) multiple abrasions 
and/or contusions; (ii) chipped or cracked tooth; (iii) loss of tooth; (iv) laceration; 
(v) puncture; (vi) fracture; (vii) loss of consciousness; including a concussion; (viii) 
suture; (ix) internal injuries, including but not limited to, ruptured spleen or 
perforated eardrum; and (x) admission to a hospital. 

“Use of force B” means a use of force by staff on an inmate which does not 

require hospitalization or medical treatment beyond the prescription of over-the-
counter analgesics or the administration of minor first aid, including the following: 
(i) a use of force resulting in a superficial bruise, scrape, scratch, or minor swelling; 
and (ii) the forcible use of mechanical restraints in a confrontational situation that 
results in no or minor injury. 
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“Use of force C” means a use of force by staff on an inmate resulting in no 
injury to staff or inmate, including incidents where use of oleoresin capsicum spray 
results in no injury, beyond irritation that can be addressed through 
decontamination. 

b. The commissioner shall post on the department website by the 30th day of 
January on a yearly basis a report containing information pertaining to the 
department’s nursery for the prior calendar year. Such quarterly report shall 
include: 

1. The total number of children admitted to the nursery, and the average daily 
population of children in the nursery. 

2. The total number of children born while their mothers were in the custody of 
the department, and the total number of such children who were admitted to the 

nursery following their birth. 

3. The total number of children born while their mothers were in the custody of 
the department who were not admitted to the nursery following their birth, and the 
reasons such children were not so admitted. For any such children, the department 
shall also list the placement of such child in the following categories: (i) with a 
family member; (ii) with New York city administration for child services or any 
similar governmental agency; or (iii) any other placement.  

4. The mean and median length of stay for children in the nursery, and the 
reasons why any such stay terminated. For any children whose stay in the nursery 
terminated for any reason other than the discharge of their mother from the custody 
of the department or that the child reached an age at which they were no longer 
eligible to be housed at the nursery, the department shall also list the placement of 
such child in the following categories: (i) with a family member; (ii) with New York 
city administration for child services or any similar governmental agency; or (iii) 

any other placement. 

5. The programming available to inmates in the nursery, including but not 
limited to the following subjects: parenting, mental health, drug and/or alcohol 
addiction, vocational, or other life skills. 

6. The services available to children in the nursery, including but not limited to 
the following categories: health services, health services for children with special 
needs, educational, and recreational. 

7. The following information by indicating the rate per 100 female inmates in the 
custody of the department who were not housed in the nursery: (i) fight infractions 
written against inmates; (ii) violations of departmental rules committed by inmates 
and reported by departmental staff; (iii) incidents of use of force A; (iv) incidents of 
use of force B; (v) incidents of use of force C; and (vi) incidents of use of force C in 
which chemical agents are used. Such information shall be compared with those 
same rates per 100 inmates housed in the nursery. 

 

§2. This local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services. 
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Int. No. 900 

By Council Members Kallos and Gentile. 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to the standardization of address and geospatial information on the 

open data portal 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section 1. Section 23-505 of the administrative code of the city of New York is 

amended to add a new subdivision c to read as follows:  

c. Every public data set containing address information shall utilize a standard 
field layout and presentation of that address information and include corresponding 
geospatial reference data, as described in the technical standards manual. 

§ 2. This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment into law. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Technology. 

 

Res. No. 848 

Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature and the People of the 

State of New York to amend the State Constitution, and the New York State 

Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign legislation amending the 

Election Law to establish same-day and online voter registration. 

 

By Council Members Kallos, Cabrera, Barron, Chin, Gentile, Gibson, Lander and 

Menchaca. 

 

Whereas, According to analysis conducted by the United States Elections 

Project (USEP), only 36.4% of eligible voters nationally cast ballots in the 2014 

midterm elections, setting the lowest number since 1942, when the country was 

engaged in World War II; and 

Whereas, In the same elections, only 29% of eligible voters voted in New York 

State, making it 49th in the nation in terms of voter participation, according to USEP 

data; and  

Whereas, New York City’s voter turnout rate for the 2014 midterm elections 

was even more alarming, with only about 20% of eligible voters casting ballots, 

hitting a historic low, according to the New York City Campaign Finance Board; and  

Whereas, Most of the states with the highest voter turnout rates have 

implemented various electoral reforms to increase voter participation, including 

same-day registration; and 

Whereas, Fifteen states and the District of Columbia have enacted reform to 

offer same-day registration, according to the public policy group Demos; and 

Whereas, Using 2012 presidential election data, Demos found that four of the 

top five states for voter turnout had implemented same-day registration; and 
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Whereas, Furthermore, Demos’ analysis of presidential elections’ turnout rates 

from 1980 to 2012 revealed that the average turnout rate in states with same-day 

registration was 10.3% higher than the average in states without the reform; and 

Whereas, Some states have more than 15% of their voters using same-day 

registration, including Minnesota at 17.89% and Idaho at 17.69%, according to 

Demos; and 

Whereas, Currently in New York State, registration forms must be postmarked 

at least 25 days before an upcoming election, causing many potential voters to miss 

their chance because they fail to meet the deadline; and  

Whereas, Another voter-friendly reform supported by many voter participation 

advocates is online registration; and 

Whereas, The Presidential Commission on Election Administration (PCEA), in 

its 2014 report to President Obama, listed as its top recommendation the 

implementation of online registration as an option for all voters; and  

Whereas, An online registration system typically requires the potential voter to 

have some form of state-issued identification card, such as a driver’s license, because 

a signature is needed to complete an application, and a signature on file at a state’s 

motor vehicles agency can be transferred electronically to election officials; and 

Whereas, As of July of 2015, 21 states, including New York, offer online 

registration to applicants with an existing signature in the motor vehicles agency’s 

database, and an additional six states have passed legislation to offer it, according to 

the National Conference of State Legislatures; and  

Whereas, Several of these 21 states have gone further and offer online 

registration to applicants without a state-issued identification card, including 

Minnesota, Delaware, and Missouri, according to the Brennan Center for Justice; and 

Whereas, PCEA’s 2014 report found that Arizona, which was the first in the 

nation to introduce this practice in 2002, saw an increase in registration rates from 

29% to 53% among young voters after the state created an online system; and 

Whereas, PCEA’s 2014 report also showed that in Arizona in 2008, 94% of 

online registrants voted, compared to 85% of registrants by paper; and  

Whereas, In addition to increasing registration rate and turnout rate, PCEA also 

credits online registration systems with increasing the accuracy of voter rolls, which 

in turn reduces delays and congestion at poll sites; and  

Whereas, Furthermore, PCEA states that jurisdictions reap significant cost 

savings from using online registration, citing a county in Arizona that has saved 80 

cents in labor cost for each online registration; and 

Whereas, Since same-day and online registration have both proven to be 

successful in increasing voter participation, New York State should enact same-day 

registration and expand online registration to include applicants without a state-

issued identification card; and 

Whereas, To maximize potential voters’ use of these two effective tools, every 

poll site in New York State on election day should have electronic devices with 

access to online registration so that potential voters can register and then immediately 

vote at the site; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York 

State Legislature and the People of the State of New York to amend the State 



September 17, 2015  

 

3398 

Constitution, and the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign 

legislation amending the Election Law to establish same-day and online voter 

registration. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Governmental Operations. 

 

Int. No. 901 

By Council Members Levine, Richards, Chin, Gentile, Mendez and Rose. 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to the testing of methane gas emissions before the planting of a new 

or replacement tree 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 18 of the administrative code of the city of New 

York is amended by adding a new section 18-143 to read as follows: 

§ 18-143 Methane gas emissions testing. a. The department shall test for 
methane gas emissions or leaks in the soil of a proposed site of a new or replacement 
tree before such tree is planted. 

b. If a methane gas emission or leak is found at such site, the department shall 
take appropriate steps to notify promptly the responsible utility and to seek 
cooperation from the responsible utility for the immediate repair of the emission or 
leak.  

c. The department shall keep a record of all detected emissions or leaks. The 

department shall post on its website a list of the locations of detected emissions or 
leaks that have not been repaired within 14 calendar days of the date that notice of 
such emissions or leaks was given to the responsible utility. 

§ 2. This local law takes effect 180 days after it becomes law, except that the 

commissioner may take such measures as are necessary for the implementation of 

this local law, including the promulgation of rules, before such date. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Parks and Recreation. 

 

Res. No. 849 

Resolution calling upon the New York State Department of Education to make 

optional a coding class in grades 6-8 and make compulsory coding class 

during grades 9-12. 

 

By Council Members Levine, Barron, Gentile, Mendez, Richards and Rose. 

 

Whereas, In a 2013 address at the annual White House Science Fair, President 

Obama stated one of the things that he’s been focused on as President is how to 

create an all-hands-on-deck approach to science, technology, engineering, and math 

(STEM); and 
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Whereas, The President’s Council of Advisors on Science and Technology 

(PCAST) is an advisory group of the nation’s leading scientists and engineers, 

appointed by the President to enhance the science and technology advice available to 

him from inside the White House and from cabinet departments and other Federal 

agencies; and 

Whereas, According a 2010 report by PCAST entitled Prepare and Inspire: K-
12 Education in Science, Education, Technology Engineering and Math for 
America’s Future, “The success of the United States in the 21st century – its wealth 

and welfare – will depend on the ideas and skills of its population.”; and  

Whereas, Additionally, the report notes that STEM education will determine 

whether the United States will continue to be a leader among nations and whether we 

will be able to solve challenges in such areas as energy, health, environmental 

protection, and national security; and 

Whereas, Technology is one of the leading industries in job growth and is 

expected to continue to expand; and 

Whereas, Additionally, computer coding skills are utilized in a number of 

different industries as they increase their reliance on technological advances; and  

Whereas, Data compiled by the organization Code.org estimates that at current 

rates, the United States will have 1 million more computer science jobs than students 

with computer science degrees by 2020; and 

Whereas, Although schools nationwide are starting to emphasize preparing 

students for work in the 21st century and provide some computer science electives, 

most states do not count computer science courses towards either math or science 

graduation requirements; and 

Whereas, Computer science is the only one of the STEM fields that has seen a 

decrease in student participation according to the National Center for Education 

Statistics; and 

Whereas, Education and training in these fields long before college can help 

ensure students’ success in transitioning to either college or work; and 

Whereas, Computer coding or programming is the language that makes it 

possible to create computer software, applications and websites and is the backbone 

of technology; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York 

State Department of Education to make optional a coding class in grades 6-8 and 

make compulsory coding class during grades 9-12. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Education. 

 

Res. No. 850 

Resolution calling upon the New York City Department of Education to offer 

kosher and halal meals in the Summer Meals Program. 

 

By Council Members Levine, Miller, Deutsch, Barron, Eugene, Gibson, 

Koslowitz, Lander, Mendez, Rose, Cohen, Greenfield, Kallos, Lancman, Treyger and 

Rosenthal. 
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Whereas, New York City is facing an increasing crisis of poverty and hunger; 

and 

Whereas, According to the New York City Coalition Against Hunger, the City’s 

emergency food providers (food pantries, soup kitchens, and brown bag programs) 

reported a 7% increase in need for their services in 2014, on top of an increased 

demand of 10% in 2013, 5% in 2012, 12% in 2011, 7% in 2010, and 20% in 2009; 

and 

Whereas, Further, the Coalition's latest annual survey of hunger conducted in 

2014 found that one in six New York City residents - over 1.4 million - are food 

insecure and nearly one in four children in the City are food insecure; and 

Whereas, Most of these children have access to free, nutritious breakfast and 

lunch during the school year at City public schools; and 

Whereas, According to the New York City Department of Education (DOE), the 

Office of School Food serves approximately 850,000 meals a day to students, of 

which more than 700,000 are provided at no charge; and 

Whereas, When school is out during the summer months, thousands of children 

lose access to free and low-cost school breakfast and lunch; and 

Whereas, However, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) funds 

a summer food program to ensure that low-income children continue to receive 

nutritious meals when school is not in session; and 

Whereas, The free Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) – commonly known 

as Summer Meals – provides free breakfasts and lunches throughout New York City 

to all children 18 years old or younger; and 

Whereas, Summer Meals are prepared and supplied by the DOE’s Office of 

School Food (SchoolFood) and served at schools, parks, pools, community centers, 

libraries, food pantries and soup kitchens throughout New York City; and 

Whereas, In an effort to reach as many children as possible during the summer, 

SchoolFood deploys four mobile food trucks which visit beaches, parks, and 

playgrounds throughout the city to handout free, delicious, and nutritious lunches to 

all children 18 years old and under, with no registration, documentation, or ID 

required; and 

Whereas, Despite these efforts, the needs of some children and youth are not 

adequately met by the Summer Meals program; and 

Whereas, In particular, dietary needs of Jewish children who follow Judaic 

dietary laws and Muslim children who follow Islamic dietary laws are not currently 

addressed in the Summer Meals program; and 

Whereas, Judaic dietary laws delineate foods that are kosher, meaning fit for 

consumption, and those that are treif, meaning torn or unfit for consumption; and 

Whereas, Treif foods include pork and its by-products, meat and poultry not 

slaughtered according to the Judaic dietary law, meat mixed with dairy, shellfish and 

grape products not made according to Judaic dietary law; and 

Whereas, Similarly, Islamic dietary laws delineate foods that are halal, meaning 

lawful or permitted, and those that are haram, meaning not permitted; and 

Whereas, Haram foods include pork and its by-products, meat and poultry not 

slaughtered according to the Islamic dietary law, alcohol and foods prepared with 
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and containing alcohol, foods containing blood and blood by-products, and foods 

containing whey prepared with non-microbial enzyme, rennet, animal shortening, 

monoglycerides and diglycerides from an animal source, sodium stearoyl lactylate, 

and L-cysteine; and 

Whereas, New York City children who follow Judaic and Islamic dietary laws 

would benefit immensely if kosher and halal meals were offered in the Summer 

Meals Program, which is funded by the USDA; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the New York City Council calls upon the New York City 

Department of Education to offer kosher and halal meals in the Summer Meals 

Program.  

 

Referred to the Committee on Education. 

 

Int. No. 902 

By Council Members Matteo, Johnson, Cabrera, Constantinides, Gentile, Koo, 

Mendez, Rose and Levine. 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to requiring defibrillators at baseball fields where youth leagues 

play 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section 1. Paragraph 3 of subdivision a of section 17-188 of the administrative 

code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows: 

3. “Public place” means the publicly accessible areas of the following places to 

which the public is invited or permitted: (i) public buildings maintained by the 

division of facilities management and construction of the department of citywide 

administrative services or any successor; (ii) parks under the jurisdiction of the 

department of parks and recreation identified pursuant to subdivision e of this 

section; (iii) individual baseball fields, or multiple baseball fields with borders fewer 
than 50 feet apart from each other, that are used at least 30 days per year by a non-
public-school-sponsored baseball league with participants who are all 17 years of 
age or younger; (iv) ferry terminals owned and operated by the city of New York 

served by ferry boats with a passenger capacity of one thousand or more persons; 

[(iv)] (v) nursing homes, as defined in section 2801 of the New York state public 

health law; [(v)] (vi) senior centers, which include facilities operated by the city of 

New York or operated by an entity that has contracted with the city to provide 

services to senior citizens on a regular basis, such as meals and other on-site 

activities; [(vi)] and (vii) golf courses, stadia and arenas[; and (vii) health clubs that 

are commercial establishments offering instruction, training or assistance and/or 

facilities for the preservation, maintenance, encouragement or development of 

physical fitness or well-being that have a membership of at least two hundred and 

fifty people, and which shall include, but not be limited to, health spas, health 
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studios, gymnasiums, weight control studios, martial arts and self-defense schools or 

any other commercial establishment offering a similar course of physical training].  

§ 2. This local law takes effect on April 1, 2016. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Health. 

 

Int. No. 903 

By Council Members Miller, Arroyo, Barron, Chin, Constantinides, Eugene, Gentile, 

Gibson, Johnson, Lander, Richards, Rose, Rosenthal, Kallos, Williams and Wills 

(by request of the Mayor). 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to health insurance coverage for surviving family members of 

certain deceased employees of the department of sanitation 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section 1. Subparagraph (i) of paragraph 2 of subdivision b of section 12-126 of 

the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 8 

for the year 2014, is amended to read as follows: 

(i) Where the death of a member of the uniformed forces of the police or fire 

departments is or was the natural and proximate result of an accident or injury 

sustained while in the performance of duty, the surviving spouse or domestic partner, 

until he or she dies, and the children under the age of nineteen years and any such 

child who is enrolled on a full-time basis in a program of undergraduate study in an 

accredited degree-granting institution of higher education until such child completes 

his or her educational program or reaches the age of twenty-three years, whichever 

comes first, shall be afforded the right to health insurance coverage, and health 

insurance coverage which is predicated on the insured's enrollment in the hospital 

and medical program for the aged and disabled under the social security act, as is 

provided for city employees, city retirees and their dependents as set forth in 

paragraph one of this subdivision. Where the death of a uniformed member of the 

correction or sanitation departments has occurred while such employee was in active 

service as the natural and proximate result of an accident or injury sustained while in 

the performance of duty, the surviving spouse or domestic partner, until he or she 

dies, and the child of such employee who is under the age of nineteen years and any 

such child who is enrolled on a full-time basis in a program of undergraduate study 

in an accredited degree-granting institution of higher education until such child 

completes his or her educational program or reaches the age of twenty-three years, 

whichever comes first, shall be afforded the right to health insurance coverage, and 

health insurance coverage which is predicated on the insured's enrollment in the 

hospital and medical program for the aged and disabled under the social security act, 

as is provided for city employees, city retirees and their dependents as set forth in 

paragraph one of this subdivision. Where the death of an employee of the fire 

department of the city of New York who was serving in a title whose duties are those 
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of an emergency medical technician or advanced emergency medical technician (as 

those terms are defined in section three thousand one of the public health law), or 

whose duties required the direct supervision of employees whose duties are those of 

an emergency medical technician or advanced emergency medical technician (as 

those terms are defined in section three thousand one of the public health law) is or 

was the natural and proximate result of an accident or injury sustained while in the 

performance of duty on or after September eleventh, two thousand one, the surviving 

spouse or domestic partner, until he or she dies, and the children under the age of 

nineteen years and any such child who is enrolled on a full-time basis in a program of 

undergraduate study in an accredited degree-granting institution of higher education 

until such child completes his or her educational program or reaches the age of 

twenty-three years, whichever comes first, shall be afforded the right to health 

insurance coverage, and health insurance coverage which is predicated on the 

insured's enrollment in the hospital and medical program for the aged and disabled 

under the social security act, as is provided for city employees, city retirees and their 

dependents as set forth in paragraph one of this subdivision. 

 The mayor may, in his or her discretion, authorize the provision of such health 

insurance coverage for the surviving spouses, domestic partners and children of 

employees of the fleet services division of the police department who died on or after 

October first, nineteen hundred ninety-eight and before April thirtieth, nineteen 

hundred ninety-nine; the surviving spouses, domestic partners and children of 

employees of the roadway repair and maintenance division of the department of 

transportation who died on or after September first, two thousand five and before 

September twenty-eighth, two thousand five; the surviving spouses, domestic 

partners and children of employees of the bureau of wastewater treatment of the 

department of environmental protection who died on or after January eighth, two 

thousand nine and before January tenth, two thousand nine or the surviving spouses, 

domestic partners and children of employees of the bureau of water supply of such 

agency who died on or after February second, two thousand fourteen and before 

February fourth, two thousand fourteen; [and] the surviving spouses, domestic 

partners and children of employees of the traffic enforcement district of the 

transportation bureau of the police department who died on or after November first, 

two thousand thirteen and before December first, two thousand thirteen; and the 
surviving spouses, domestic partners and children of employees of the sanitation 
enforcement division of the department of sanitation who died on or after July 
twenty-eighth, two thousand fifteen and before July thirtieth, two thousand fifteen as 

a natural and proximate result of an accident or injury sustained while in the 

performance of duty, subject to the same terms, conditions and limitations set forth in 

the section.  Provided, however, and notwithstanding any other provision of law to 

the contrary, and solely for the purposes of this subparagraph, a member otherwise 

covered by this subparagraph shall be deemed to have died as the natural and 

proximate result of an accident or injury sustained while in the performance of duty 

upon which his or her membership is based, provided that such member was in active 

service upon which his or her membership is based at the time that such member was 

ordered to active duty pursuant to Title 10 of the United States Code, with the armed 

forces of the United States or to service in the uniformed services pursuant to 

Chapter 43 of Title 38 of the United States Code, and such member died while on 
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active duty or service in the uniformed services on or after June fourteenth, two 

thousand five while serving on such active military duty or in the uniformed services. 

§ 2. This local law shall take effect immediately, and shall be retroactive to and 

deemed to have been in full force and effect on and after July 29, 2015. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Civil Service and Labor. 

 

Int. No. 904 

By Council Members Miller, Rosenthal, Arroyo, Gentile and Richards. 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to expanding and increasing penalties for drivers who flee TLC 

enforcement agents. 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section 1. Subdivision l of section 19-506 of the administrative code of the city 

of New York is amended to read as follows: 

l. A person is guilty of unlawful fleeing a New York city taxi and limousine 

enforcement officer or police officer when, knowing that he or she has been directed 

to remain stopped by a New York city taxi and limousine enforcement officer or 

police officer, the driver of a vehicle operating pursuant to a [HAIL] license issued 
by the commission [who is stopped in a zone where he or she is not permitted to pick 

up street hails] thereafter attempts to flee such officer by setting the vehicle in motion 

and either travels over three hundred feet without stopping or engages in  conduct 

constituting reckless driving as defined in section twelve hundred twelve of the 

vehicle and traffic law. Unlawful fleeing a New York city taxi  and  limousine 

enforcement officer or police officer is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not 

less than [seven hundred fifty dollars nor more than one thousand dollars] one 
thousand dollars nor more than two thousand five hundred dollars, or by 

imprisonment of not more than ninety days or by both such fine  and  imprisonment. 

Notwithstanding any contrary provision of law, any charge alleging a violation of 

this subdivision shall be returnable before a court having jurisdiction over 

misdemeanors. 

§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.  

 

Referred to the Committee on Transportation. 

 

Int. No. 905 

By Council Member Miller. 

 

A Local Law in relation to studying the elimination of the work experience 

program 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 
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Section 1. Work experience program. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this 

section, the term “work experience program” means the public assistance 

employment program operated by the department of social services/human resources 

administration pursuant to section 336-c of the social services law.  

b. The department of social services/human resources administration shall 

submit to the council and post on its website quarterly reports regarding the work 

experience program. The first such report shall be due 30 days following the calendar 

quarter ending December 31, 2015, and all subsequent reports shall be due 30 days 

following the last day of each succeeding calendar quarter. The reports shall include 

but not be limited to the total number of individuals in the work experience program 

disaggregated by the city agency where such individuals are assigned including but 

not limited to the department of social services/human resources administration, the 

police department, the fire department, the department of sanitation, the department 

of parks and recreation, the department of health and mental hygiene, the 

administration for children’s services, the department for the aging, the department of 

education, the department of transportation, the department of housing preservation 

and development, the department of citywide administrative services, the city 

university of New York, and the board of elections. 

§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately and expires and is deemed repealed 

on December 31, 2018. 

 

Referred to the Committee on General Welfare. 

 

Int. No. 906 

By Council Members Miller, Barron, Chin, Eugene, Gentile and Rose. 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to requiring community notification prior to the siting of certain 

social services facilities. 
 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 21 of the administrative code of the city of New 

York is amended by adding a new section 21-136 to read as follows: 

§ 21-136 Community notification. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section 
the following terms shall have the following meanings: 

ACS placement facility. “ACS placement facility” means a facility, certified by 
the New York state office of children and family services, for the care of youth placed 
in accordance with the provisions of the family court act and the regulations of the 

New York state office of children and family services, managed directly by the 
administration for children’s services or under contract or similar agreement with 
the administration for children’s services. 

City-administered facilities. "City-administered facilities" means hotels, shelters 
and other accommodations or associated services, managed by or provided under 
contract or similar agreement with any city agency, provided to individuals or 
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families who need temporary emergency housing or assistance finding or 
maintaining stable housing 

DHS-administered facilities. “DHS-administered facilities" means city-
administered facilities managed directly by the department of homeless services or 
by a provider under contract or similar agreement with the department of homeless 
services. 

DYCD-administered facilities. "DYCD-administered facilities" means city-
administered facilities managed directly by the department of youth and community 
development or by a provider under contract or similar agreement with the 
department of youth and community development. 

HPD-administered facilities. "HPD-administered facilities" means city-
administered facilities managed directly by the department of housing preservation 

and development or by a provider under contract or similar agreement with the 
department of housing preservation and development. 

HRA-administered facilities. "HRA-administered facilities" means city-
administered facilities managed directly by the human resources administration or 
by a provider under contract or similar agreement with the human resources 
administration, excluding shelters for victims of domestic violence managed directly 
by the human resources administration or by a provider under contract or similar 
agreement with the human resources administration. 

Social services facility. “Social services facility” means ACS placement 
facilities, DHS-administered facilities, DYCD-administered facilities, HPD-
administered facilities, HRA-administered facilities or supportive housing facilities. 

Supportive housing facilities. “Supportive housing facility” means affordable, 
independent, and permanent housing with support services for tenants, including but 
not limited to people who have been homeless, have histories of substance abuse, are 
coping with mental illness, have chronic illnesses such HIV/AIDS, are young adults 

aging out of foster care, are homeless veterans, or grandparents raising 
grandchildren, and is under contract with a city agency including but not limited to 
the department of health and mental hygiene and the human resources 
administration. 

b. Prior to an agency entering into a contract or similar agreement to provide 
services at a new location as a social services facility, to expand the size of a social 
services facility or to change the type of services provided at a social services 
facility, the commissioner of the relevant agency shall provide notification in writing 
as follows: 

1. The notification shall be provided to the council member in whose district the 
social services facility will be located, and to the community board for the 
community district in which the social services facility will be located; and 

2. The notification shall include the address of the social services facility, the 
number of people who will be housed, the name of the person or entity operating the 

social services facility, the name of any organization, whether for-profit or not-for-
profit, that will be providing services to the occupants of the social services facility 
at the outset of the operation of such facility, the name of the owner and developer, if 
any, of the building where the social services facility will be located, the type of 
social services facility, and a description of the services that will be provided at the 
outset of the operation of such facility; and 
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3. The notification shall be provided 30 days before the relevant agency enters 
into such contractual arrangement or similar agreement with the social services 
facility provider. 

c. The information provided in subdivision b shall be posted in the public data 
set established pursuant to chapter 5 of title 23 of this code 30 days before the 
relevant agency enters into a contractual arrangement or similar agreement with the 
social services facility provider. 

§ 2. This legislation takes effect immediately. 

 

Referred to the Committee on General Welfare. 

 

Int. No. 907 

By Council Members Miller, Cabrera, Kallos, Koo and Mendez. 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to requiring all persons under the age of 18 to wear a helmet while 

operating a bicycle. 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:  

 

Section 1. Section 19-171 of subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the 

administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:  

§ 19-171. Helmet requirement for persons [under the age of fourteen] operating 

scooters and bicycles. 

a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section: 

(1) The term “public highway” means any highway, road, street, roadway, 

sidewalk, avenue, alley, public place, public driveway or any other public way. 

(2) The term “scooter” means a device propelled by muscular power, consisting 

of a footboard between end wheels and an upright handle attached to a front wheel or 

to the footboard. 

(3) The term “bicycle” means a vehicle composed of two wheels held in a frame 
one behind the other, propelled by muscular power exerted on pedals and steered 
with handlebars attached to the front wheel.  

(4) The term “wearing a helmet” means having a helmet of good fit fastened 

securely upon the head with the helmet straps. 

b. This section is applicable to the operation of a scooter or bicycle upon any 

public highway or any private road open to public motor vehicle traffic, and within a 

park or other area under the jurisdiction of the commissioner of parks and recreation. 

c. No person less than [fourteen] 14 years of age shall operate a scooter and no 

person less than 18 years of age shall operate a bicycle unless such person is 

wearing a helmet meeting the standards of the American National Standards Institute 

(ANSI Z 90.4 bicycle helmet standards), the Snell Memorial Foundation's standards 

for protective headgear for use in bicycling, the American Society of Testing and 

Materials (ASTM) standards for bicycle helmets, the Safety Equipment Institute 
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standards for bicycle helmets, or the United States Consumer Product Safety 

Commission standards for bicycle helmets. 

d. It is a traffic infraction to violate the provisions of this section punishable, 

upon conviction, by a civil penalty of not more than fifty dollars. Such traffic 

infractions shall be heard and determined in accordance with article 2-A of the 

vehicle and traffic law. A hearing officer shall waive the civil penalty for which the 

parent or guardian of a person who violates the provisions of this section would be 

liable if such parent or guardian supplies proof that between the date of violation and 

the appearance date for such violation such parent or guardian purchased or rented a 

helmet that meets the requirements of this section. A hearing officer may waive the 

civil penalty for which the parent or guardian of a person who violates the provisions 

of this section would be liable if he or she finds that due to reasons of economic 

hardship such parent or guardian was unable to purchase or rent a helmet. A waiver 

of the civil penalty shall not apply to a second or subsequent conviction under this 

section. 

e. The parent or guardian of a person less than [fourteen] 14 or 18 years of age, 
as applicable, shall be liable for a violation of this section by such person [less than 

fourteen years of age]. A summons for a violation of this section [by a person less 

than fourteen years of age] shall only be issued to the parent or guardian of such 

person if the violation occurs in the presence of such parent or guardian and where 

such parent or guardian is [eighteen] 18 years of age or more. Such summons shall 

only be issued to such parent or guardian and shall not be issued to the person less 

than [fourteen] 14 or 18 years of age, as applicable. 

f. The failure of any person to comply with the provisions of this section shall 

not constitute contributory negligence or assumption of risk, and shall not in any way 

bar, preclude or foreclose an action for personal injury or wrongful death by or on 

behalf of such person, nor in any way diminish or reduce the damages recoverable in 

any such action. 

g. The department of health and mental hygiene shall distribute informational 

materials through the department's school health program, which shall include 

information explaining the hazards of operating scooters and bicycles without 

protective headgear. These informational materials shall be printed in multiple 

languages and shall be made available to any member of the public upon request.  

h. The police department and the department of parks and recreation shall 

enforce the provisions of this section. 

§ 2. This local law shall take effect 120 days after its enactment.  

 

Referred to the Committee on Transportation. 

 

Res. No. 851 

Resolution calling on the State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign 

legislation that would require government entities that receive funds from 

the New York City treasury to submit to the Mayor’s Office of Contract 

Services a plan detailing its anticipated contracting actions for the 

upcoming fiscal year. 
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By Council Members Miller, Barron, Gentile and Gibson. 

 

Whereas, New York City spends a significant amount of resources on contracts: 

according to the New York City Mayor’s Office of Contract Services (“MOCS”), in 

fiscal year 2014, New York City procured more than $17.7 billion worth of supplies, 

services and construction; and  

Whereas, There must be transparency in the city’s contracting process to ensure 

that the City’s limited resources are used efficiently and that both the city and its 

contractors are accountable to taxpaying New Yorkers; and  

Whereas, In 2011, the Council passed Local Law 63, which requires the Mayor 

to “publish on the mayor’s office of contract services website a plan and schedule for 

each agency,” which includes all anticipated service contracts for the upcoming fiscal 

year; and  

Whereas, Local Law 63 defines “agency” to include entities that receive funds 

in whole or in part from the City treasury; and  

Whereas, Not only do Mayoral agencies receive funding from the City, but 

entities such as the Department of Education, the Health and Hospitals Corporation, 

and the New York City Housing Authority, receive funds from the City treasury as 

well; and  

Whereas, As of July 15th, 2015, MOCS’ website includes the annual contracting 

plans of Mayoral agencies but there is no information on any of these entities; and  

Whereas, Since these entities receive City funds and resources, they should be 

held to the same accountability and transparency standards as Mayoral agencies; and  

Whereas, Monitoring the contracting practices of all City funded agencies is 

imperative to ensuring that taxpayer funds are used efficiently and appropriately; 

now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the State 

Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign legislation that would require entities 

that receive funds from the New York City treasury to submit to the Mayor’s Office 

of Contract Services a plan detailing its anticipated contracting actions for the 

upcoming fiscal year. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Contracts. 

 

Res. No. 852 

Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the 

Governor to sign, legislation preventing the diversion of funds raised to 

support the Metropolitan Transportation Authority.  

 

By Council Members Miller, Mendez and Rose. 

 

Whereas, Every day millions of people rely on New York’s public 

transportation system, a system that is essential to the continued growth and vibrancy 

of the City and the entire metropolitan region; and 
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Whereas, Recognizing the immense importance of a safe, reliable, and efficient 

public transportation system, over time New York State has implemented a series of 

taxes dedicated to funding mass transit; and 

Whereas, In addition to fares and tolls, the Metropolitan Transportation 

Authority (“MTA”) relies on these dedicated revenue streams to provide subway and 

bus service throughout the City; and 

Whereas, During challenging economic times, State government has a history of 

diverting funds raised through taxes dedicated to the MTA to other areas of the State 

budget, including the diversion of more than $260 million between 2009 and 2013; 

and 

Whereas, In 2013, the State Legislature unanimously passed, but the Governor 

vetoed, A.5084, introduced by Assembly Member James F. Brennan, and companion 

bill S.3837, introduced by State Senator Martin J. Golden, known as the transit 

lockbox bill, which would have prevented the diversion of dedicated transit funds 

except by legislation and would have required the State to specifically disclose any 

such diversion, including specifically disclosing the expected impact of the diversion 

on mass transit services; and 

Whereas, In light of the importance of sustained, reliable funding streams to 

maintaining the City’s essential public transportation system, similar legislation 

should be reintroduced and enacted; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York 

State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation preventing the 

diversion of funds raised to support the Metropolitan Transportation Authority. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Transportation. 

 

Int. No. 908 

By Council Members Palma and Mendez. 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to the review of data requested through FOIL for inclusion on the 

open data portal 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section 1. Section 23-502 of the administrative code of the city of New York is 

amended to add a new subdivision f to read as follows:  

f. Whenever an agency provides a response to a freedom of information law 
request that includes the release of data, the person within that agency from whom 

such records are being obtained, as described in paragraph b of subdivision 1 of 
section 87 of the public officers law, shall notify and provide of copy of such data to 
the agency’s open data coordinator, as such term is defined by the technical 
standards manual. The open data coordinator shall review such data to determine if 
it is a part or whole of a public data set that has not yet been included on the single 
web portal or a part or whole of a data set that merits voluntary inclusion. If either 
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such condition is found then the open data coordinator shall prioritize such data, or 
the underlying data set from which it was derived, for inclusion on the single web 
portal. 

§ 2. This local law shall take effect immediately. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Technology. 

 

Res. No. 853 

Resolution calling on Congress to pass, and the President to sign, H.R. 1217, 

also known as the Public Safety and Second Amendment Rights Protection 

Act of 2015, which closes loopholes in the current gun background check 

system. 

 

By The Public Advocate (Ms. James) and Council Members Gentile, Gibson, 

Lander, Mendez, Richards and Rose. 

  

Whereas, According to the Gun Violence Archive, there were 51,377 incidents 

of gun violence in the United States in 2014, resulting in 12,518 deaths and 22,886 

injuries; and 

Whereas, Background checks of potential gun buyers are the first line of 

defense to keep guns away from those who might misuse them; and 

Whereas, Since the federal Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act took effect 

in 1994, all federally licensed gun dealers have been required to verify that potential 

buyers are not prohibited from buying these weapons because they meet any of 11 

criteria, including being convicted of a domestic violence crime or any crime 

punishable by more than a year in prison, or having been adjudicated to have certain 

mental conditions; and 

Whereas, Background checks have proven to be an effective way to reduce gun 

violence; and  

Whereas, According to a 2012 Mayors Against Illegal Guns study, in states 

requiring background checks for private handgun sales, 38% fewer women are shot 

and killed by intimate partners than in states without background checks; and 

Whereas, The same study revealed that in states requiring checks on private 

sales, there are 49% fewer firearm suicides, even though the rates of suicide by other 

means are virtually identical in the comparison states; and 

Whereas, According to U.S. Representative Mike Thompson, Chair of the 

House Gun Violence Prevention Task Force, every day, the current background 

check system stops 170 people convicted of serious crimes and 50 domestic abusers 

from buying a gun; and 

Whereas, However, according to a National Institute of Justice estimate, buyers 

of 40% of all guns are not required by current law to go through background checks, 

because those transactions take place privately at gun shows, over the internet, or 

through classified ads; and 
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Whereas, This loophole allows anyone who would be prohibited based on 

information discovered in a background check to bypass the system and purchase 

firearms; and 

Whereas, In response to this dangerous loophole, U.S. Representatives Mike 

Thompson and Peter King have introduced H.R. 1217, the bipartisan Public Safety 

and Second Amendment Rights Protection Act of 2015; and 

Whereas, H.R. 1217 would expand the current law to cover all commercial 

sales, thus requiring background checks for all sales at gun shows, over the internet, 

and through classified ads; and 

Whereas, H.R. 1217 would also strengthen the National Instant Criminal 

Background Check System by providing states incentives to improve record-sharing 

systems, ensuring accuracy of records regarding criminal convictions and mental 

health status; and 

Whereas, In addition, the legislation would establish the National Commission 

on Mass Violence to study the availability and nature of firearms and mental health 

issues; and 

Whereas, Expanded background checks would save lives and have the support 

of 91% of Americans, as well as the same percentage of gun-owning households, 

according to a 2013 Washington Post-ABC News poll; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on Congress to pass, 

and the President to sign, H.R. 1217, also known as the Public Safety and Second 

Amendment Rights Protection Act of 2015, which closes loopholes in the current 

gun background check system. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Public Safety. 

 

Int. No. 909 

By Council Member Reynoso. 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to the acceptance of dispatches by for-hire vehicles 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section 1. Chapter five of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New 

York section is amended to add a new section 19-544 to read as follows:  

§ 19-544 For-hire vehicle dispatches. The commission shall not limit, restrict, or 
otherwise prohibit a for-hire vehicle from accepting a dispatch from a base with 
which such vehicle is not affiliated; provided, however, that a base station, black car 

base, or luxury limousine base shall not dispatch a vehicle that is affiliated with a 
base belonging to a different workers’ compensation fund.  

§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Transportation. 
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Int. No. 910 

By Council Members Richards, Torres, Miller, Arroyo, Barron, Gibson, Koo, 

Mendez and Rose. 

 

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to requiring the 

department of small business services to report on the services provided at 

workforce1 centers. 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section one. Paragraph e and f of subdivision 5 of section 1301 of the New York 

city charter are amended and a new paragraph g is added to read as follows: 

e. promote cooperation among business, labor and community organizations in 

response to labor market conditions; [and] 

f. promote public awareness of resources available for the economically 

disadvantaged and unemployed, and to refer the public to appropriate job training 

and employment services[.]; and 

g. submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council by January 31 of each year 
beginning in 2016, a report for the prior fiscal year on the performance of 
workforce1 centers in the city. Such report shall include a list of all workforce1 
centers in the city and for each such center: (1) the number of new registrants; (2) 
the number of workforce1 registrants who obtained employment through such center 
during the previous fiscal year; (3) the six-month and one-year job retention rates 
for workforce1 registrants who obtained employment through such center; and (4) 

the number of registrants who received job training disaggregated by industry.  

§ 2. This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment into law. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Small Business. 

 

Int. No. 911 

By Council Members Rodriguez, Lander, Crowley, Chin, Koo, Rose and Menchaca. 

 

A Local Law in relation to improving safety along bus routes 

  

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section 1. For the purposes of this local law, the following terms have the 

following meanings: 

Bus route. The term “bus route” means a route that is traveled upon by a bus that 

is operated or owned by the metropolitan transportation authority. 

Curb extension. The term “curb extension” means an expansion of the curb line 

into the lane of the roadway adjacent to the curb for at least 15 feet closest to a 

corner or mid-block where pedestrians are permitted to cross the roadway. 
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Leading pedestrian interval. The term "leading pedestrian interval" means a 

pedestrian control signal that displays a walk indication before a green indication for 

the parallel direction of traffic. 

Traffic calming device. The term “traffic calming device” means any device, not 

governed by the manual on uniform traffic control devices, including, but not limited 

to, speed humps, curb extensions, traffic diverters, median barriers and raised 

walkways, installed on a street and intended to slow, reduce or alter motor vehicle 

traffic to improve safety for pedestrians and bicyclists. 

§ 2. The department of transportation, in collaboration with the metropolitan 

transportation authority, shall conduct a study of incidents involving buses and 

pedestrians or bicyclists resulting in death or serious injury to such pedestrian or 

bicyclist occurring along bus routes within the previous three years. Based on such 

study, the department shall institute measures designed to decrease incidents 

involving pedestrians and bicyclists along such routes based on best practices for 

roadway design and operations, including but not limited to, allowing left turns to be 

made only on a green left arrow signal indication and other restrictions on left turns, 

use of curb extensions, lane narrowing and/or removal, leading pedestrian intervals, 

and traffic calming devices. No later than May 1, 2016, the department shall post 

online and submit to the speaker of the council such study, including the locations of 

such measures, and if no measures are implemented at a location along a bus route 

where an incident has occurred within the past three years, the reasons why. 

§ 3. This local law takes effect immediately. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Transportation. 

 

Int. No. 912 

By Council Members Rodriguez, Arroyo, Chin, Gentile, Koo, Lancman, Mendez, 

Johnson and Menchaca. 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to requiring curb extensions at certain dangerous intersections. 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section 1. Subchapter 3 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the 

city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-192 to read as follows: 

§ 19-192 Curb extensions. The department shall establish a curb extensions 
program. As part of such program, the department shall identify intersections or 
parts thereof without curb extensions where such extensions may be implemented 

that reflect the greatest danger for pedestrians, based upon the incidence of traffic 
crashes involving pedestrians occurring at such intersections. Commencing in 2016, 
the department shall annually implement curb extensions on all or part of a 
minimum of five intersections in each borough identified by the department as part of 
such program. For the purposes of this section, “curb extension” shall mean an 
expansion of the curb line into the lane of the roadway adjacent to the curb for at 
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least 15 feet closest to a corner or mid-block where pedestrians are permitted to 
cross the roadway. 

§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Transportation. 

 

Res. No. 854 

Resolution calling upon the Metropolitan Transportation Authority to study 

ways to eliminate blind spots on all MTA buses and to equip all of these 

buses with sensor technology to alert drivers, pedestrians and cyclists when 

a pedestrian or cyclist is in the bus’ blind spot. 

 

By Council Members Rodriguez, Cabrera, Chin, Eugene, Gentile, Lander, Mendez, 

Rose, Menchaca and Lancman. 

 

Whereas, According to data compiled by Transportation Alternatives, 

Metropolitan Transportation Authority buses have been involved in at least twenty-

two fatal crashes involving pedestrians and cyclists since 2012 as well as six crashes 

resulting in serious injury to pedestrians and cyclists in 2015; and 

Whereas, MTA bus drivers have raised concerns over blind spots, and have said 

that these blind spots occasionally prevent them from seeing pedestrians, cyclists or 

obstacles in their path, with these blind spots presenting particular danger when 

making turns; and 

Whereas, There are existing design measures that mitigate blind spots on large 

vehicles, such as crossover mirrors or bus designs that limit the size of the A-frame 

that creates the blind spot; and 

Whereas, Many new car models are equipped with technology that alerts a 

driver when another vehicle enters their blind spot; and 

Whereas, Installing this technology on MTA buses, capable of identifying 

pedestrians, cyclists or obstacles would alert bus drivers to stop before a collision 

occurs; and 

Whereas, This technology has the potential to prevent the unintended loss of life 

by making drivers fully aware of when they are in danger of colliding with a 

pedestrian or cyclist; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the Metropolitan 

Transportation Authority to study ways to eliminate blind spots on all MTA buses 

and to equip all of these buses with sensor technology to alert drivers, pedestrians 

and cyclists when a pedestrian or cyclist is in the bus’ blind spot. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Transportation 
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Int. No. 913 

By Council Member Rosenthal, the Public Advocate (Ms. James) and Council 

Members Gentile and Mendez. 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to requiring property owners and the department of sanitation to 

use a salt substitute to remove snow or ice from streets, roadways and 

sidewalks. 

  

 Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section 1. Subdivision b of section 16-123 of the administrative code of the city 

of New York is amended to read as follows: 

b. In case the snow and ice on the sidewalk shall be frozen so hard that it cannot 

be removed without injury to the pavement, the owner, lessee, tenant, occupant or 

other person having charge of any building or lot of ground as aforesaid, may, within 

the time specified in the preceding subdivision, cause the sidewalk abutting on such 

premises to be strewed with a material other than salt such as ashes, sand, sawdust, 

or some similar suitable material, and shall, as soon thereafter as the weather shall 

permit, thoroughly clean such sidewalks. 

§2. Section 16-124 of the administrative code of the city of New York is 

amended to read as follows: 

§16-124 Removal of snow and ice from the streets. The commissioner, 

immediately after every snowfall or the formation of ice on the streets, shall 

forthwith cause the removal of the same by plow or the use of a material other than 
salt such as ashes, sand, sawdust, or similar suitable material, and shall keep all 

streets clean and free from obstruction. 

§3. This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment into law. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management. 

 

 Int. No. 914 

By Council Members Torres and Gentile. 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to establishing response timelines for public requests on the open 

data portal 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section 1. Subdivision d of section 23-503 of the administrative code of the city 

of New York is amended to read as follows:  
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d. Requests received via the on-line forum for inclusion of particular public data 

sets shall be considered by agencies in making determinations as to priority for 

public data set inclusion on the single web portal pursuant to paragraph 5 of 

subdivision b of section 23-506 of this chapter. Every such request for inclusion of a 
particular public data set shall receive an initial response from the department via 
the on-line forum within two weeks of receipt, and a final determination as to 
priority inclusion of such public data set shall be posted on the website by the 
department, after consultation with the relevant agency, within six months of receipt. 

§ 2. Any request for inclusion of a particular public data set that was received on 

or before the effective date of this local law shall be subject to the requirements of 

subdivision d of Section 23-503 of the administrative code of the city of New York 

as if that request’s date of receipt was the effective date of this local law. 

§ 3. This local law shall take effect immediately. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Technology. 

 

Res. No. 855 

Resolution calling upon the United States Senate to pass and the President to 

sign H.R. 208, the Superstorm Sandy Relief and Disaster Loan Program 

Improvement Act, which would improve the United States Small Business 

Administration’s disaster assistance program  
 

By Council Members Ulrich, Arroyo, Barron, Cabrera, Chin, Eugene, Gentile, 

Mendez, Richards and Rose. 

 

Whereas, According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 

Superstorm Sandy caused an estimated $65 billion in damages in the United States 

and ranked as the second costliest natural disaster in the nation’s history; and 

Whereas, In New York City the storm caused the inundation of an area 

containing 300,000 homes and 23,400 businesses, according to the New York City 

Mayor’s Office (Mayor’s Office); and 

Whereas, Tens of thousands of additional businesses and non-profits located 

outside of the city’s inundated area were impacted indirectly by the storm through the 

loss of heat, power, access to customers, disruption of transportation and other 

impacts; and 

Whereas, According to the Mayor’s Office, Superstorm Sandy resulted in a total 

of $19 billion in damages in the city, including $8.6 billion in direct private losses, 

$4.8 billion of which were uninsured; and 

Whereas, The United States Small Business Administration (SBA) is a federal 

agency whose function is to “aid, counsel assist and protect, insofar as is possible, 

the interests of small business concerns” by providing loans, loan guarantees, 

contracts, counseling and other forms of support to small businesses; and 

Whereas, The SBA administers a Disaster Loan Program providing direct loans 

to businesses, non-profits, homeowners and renters to help them recover in the wake 

of natural disasters; and 
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Whereas, For businesses and homeowners, the SBA’s Disaster Loan Program is 

the primary source of long-term federal financial assistance in the aftermath of 

disasters such as Superstorm Sandy; and 

Whereas, After Superstorm Sandy the SBA provided low-interest loans to 

businesses, non-profits, homeowners and renters impacted by the storm to support 

the repair or replacement of real estate, personal property, equipment, inventory and 

other business assets damaged by the storm; and 

Whereas, According to the Mayor’s Office, as of March 2013, SBA received 

22,042 disaster loan applications from businesses in New York City, of which 8,218 

(37.28%) had been approved, and  

Whereas, In 2014, the United States Government Accountability Office (GAO) 

issued a report examining SBA’s administration of the Disaster Loan Program in 

response to Superstorm Sandy; and 

Whereas, The GAO’s report concluded that SBA did not meet timeliness goals 

for processing disaster loan applications because the agency was challenged by an 

unexpectedly high volume of applications; and 

Whereas, The SBA has said it was challenged by a high volume of loan 

applications in response to the storm particularly due to a large influx of electronic 

applications, as well as technological and other issues; and   

Whereas, As a result of the SBA program’s issues, many businesses and 

homeowners affected by Superstorm Sandy were unable to apply for financing from 

the Disaster Loan Program; and 

Whereas, There is concern that SBA has not adequately addressed issues with 

its Disaster Loan Program, has not sufficiently modified its planning documents to 

prepare for potential future disasters that might cause a surge in applications thereby 

stressing staffing and resources, and that SBA risks being unprepared to respond to 

future disasters; and  

Whereas, In July 2015, the United States House of Representatives passed H.R. 

208, the Superstorm Sandy Relief and Disaster Loan Program Improvement Act, to 

address these concerns and improve the SBA’s Disaster Loan Program; and  

Whereas, H.R. 208 would require the SBA to establish a loan program under 

which, for at least one year, small businesses, homeowners, or renters that were 

located within a major disaster area after Superstorm Sandy may apply for a loan to 

repair, rehabilitate or replace property damaged by the storm;  

Whereas, H.R. 208 would also require improvements to the Disaster Loan 

Program, including the modification of collateral requirements, a reduction in delays 

on closing and disbursement of loans and increased transparency in loan approvals; 

now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the United 

States Senate to pass and the President to sign H.R. 208, the Superstorm Sandy 

Relief and Disaster Loan Program Improvement Act, which would improve the 

United States Small Business Administration’s disaster assistance program. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Recovery and Resiliency. 
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Int. No. 915 

By Council Members Vacca, Gentile and Koo. 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to the timely updating of certain public data sets on the open data 

portal. 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section 1. Subdivision c of section 23-502 of the administrative code of the city 

of New York is amended to read as follows:  

c. Such public data sets shall be updated as often as is necessary to preserve the 

integrity and usefulness of the data sets to the extent that the agency regularly 

maintains or updates the public data set. Any public data set that is also accessible 
through a city or agency website other than the single web portal shall be updated to 
ensure that any data posted to the data set on such other website is also available on 
the single web portal within three days. 

§ 2. This local law shall take effect immediately. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Technology. 

 

Int. No. 916 

By Council Members Vacca and Koo. 

 

A Local Law in relation to an open data law agency compliance audit. 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section 1. Open data law agency compliance audit. a. The commissioner of 

investigation shall conduct a series of audits, as described in subsections b and c, and 

make recommendations to improve the disclosure and inclusion of all public data sets 

required to be on the single web portal.  

b. Not later than December 1, 2016, and each December 1 thereafter for the next 

two years, the commissioner of investigation shall conduct an audit of the 

compliance with the requirements of chapter 5 of title 23 of the administrative code 

of no less than three agencies, as defined in such chapter, and submit the findings of 

such audit to the mayor, the council and the relevant agencies. Such findings shall 

include a list of all public data sets that such agencies did not make available on the 

single web portal or disclosed in the agency compliance plan. For the findings due 

December 1, 2016, the agencies audited shall include the department of sanitation 

and the department of corrections and one other agency selected by the commissioner 

of investigation at random. For the findings due December 1, 2017, the agencies 

audited shall include the department of buildings and the New York police 

department and one other agency selected by the commissioner of investigation at 
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random. For the findings due December 1, 2018, the agencies audited shall include 

the business integrity commission and the department of transportation and one other 

agency selected by the commissioner of investigation at random.  

c. Not later than December 1, 2019, the commissioner of investigation shall 

submit a written report to the mayor and the council describing the city’s compliance 

with the requirements of subdivision a of section 23-502 of the administrative code, 

including a complete list of public data sets that are not included on the single web 

portal. 

d. All such reports or statements of finding shall be posted on the department’s 

website no later than ten days after being delivered to the mayor, council and relevant 

agencies. 

§ 2. This local law shall take immediately. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Technology. 

 

Res. No. 856 

Resolution calling on the United States Congress to pass, and the President to 

sign, S.356 and H.R.699 for requiring a warrant before Internet Service 

Providers would have to disclose the contents of e-mail communications. 

 

By Council Members Vacca, Gentile and Mendez. 

 

Whereas, According to a November 2014 Newsweek article, the City of New 

York is replacing its public pay phones to bring free internet service throughout its 

five boroughs; and  

Whereas, The CEO of F-Secure, an international security firm based in Finland, 

states that there are privacy risks associated with the City of New York’s expansion 

of free internet access; and 

Whereas, According to a 2014 survey conducted by the Center for International 

Governance Innovation (CIGI) and Ipsos, a global research company, 64% of users 

are more concerned about online privacy in 2014 than they were compared to 2013; 

and 

Whereas, In May 2014 the Court of Justice of the European Union ruled for the 

“right to be forgotten”, which means that Internet Service Providers (ISPs) may be 

approached by persons being searched in their search engine to have links removed 

that are to web pages containing information on the searched person or to have the 

matter brought before competent authorities to have the link removed if the operator 

does not grant the request; and 

Whereas, The U.S. Electronic Communications Privacy Act (ECPA) is a bill 

passed in 1986 to increase the privacy of U.S. citizens; and  

Whereas, The ECPA includes a provision that the federal government can seize 

digital communications older than 180 days without a warrant; and 

Whereas, The ECPA has not been updated since 1986; and 
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Whereas, In June 2014 the Supreme Court ruled that police can’t search a phone 

without a warrant but the federal government argues that it does not need a warrant 

to obtain history from cellular providers; and  

Whereas, H.R. 699, the “Email Privacy Act”, has been introduced in the U.S. 

House of Representatives; and 

Whereas, The Email Privacy Act would eliminate the 180-day rule and require 

the federal government to obtain a search warrant before accessing digital 

correspondence, regardless of how old; and 

Whereas, The Email Privacy Act is a bi-partisan bill that has received 287 co-

sponsors, the majority of the House of Representatives, but has not been brought to a 

vote as of July 20, 2015; and  

Whereas, The Email Privacy Act is supported by the Digital 4th Coalition, which 

is a bi-partisan coalition dedicated to reforming and modernizing the U.S.’s 4th 

Amendment privacy rights; and 

Whereas, According to an article in the National Journal, the Securities 

Exchange Commission testified before Congress in April 2015 that it has not 

subpoenaed ISPs because it is waiting for Congress to decide if and how it will 

change the ECPA; and 

Whereas, The Email Privacy Act has a companion bill in the U.S. Senate, 

S.356, titled the Electronic Communications Privacy Act Amendments Act of 2015, 

which would also eliminate the 180-day rule and require a search warrant before 

accessing digital correspondence, regardless of how old; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the United 

States Congress to pass, and the President to sign, S.356 and H.R.699 for requiring a 

warrant before Internet Service Providers would have to disclose the contents of e-

mail communications. 

 

 

Referred to the Committee on Technology. 

 

Int. No. 917 

By Council Members Wills, Reynoso, Torres, Cabrera, Gibson, Cohen, the Speaker 

(Council Member Mark-Viverito), Arroyo, Gentile, Johnson, Koo, Koslowitz, 

Mendez, Richards, Rose and Crowley. 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in 

relation to imposing penalties for the manufacture, distribution or sale of 

synthetic cannabinoids, synthetic phenethylamines and synthetic 

cathinones. 
 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 
 

Section 1. Chapter 2 of title 10 of the administrative code of the city of New 

York is amended by adding a new section 10-203 to read as follows: 

§ 10-203 Unlawful manufacture, distribution or sale of a synthetic cannabinoid, 
synthetic phenethylamine, or synthetic cathinone. a. No person or entity shall 
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manufacture, sell, offer for sale, display for sale, knowingly distribute for sale, or 
possess with intent to sell:  

1. any synthetic cannabinoid or synthetic phenethylamine, as such terms are 
defined by part 9 of title 10 of the New York codes, rules and regulations;  

2. any synthetic cannabinoid or synthetic phenethylamine or synthetic cathinone 
included in schedule I of the federal drug enforcement administration schedules of 
controlled substances, as listed in section 1308.11 of title 21 of the code of federal 
regulations, or successor regulation, which is not listed in schedule I, II, III, IV or V 
of section 3306 of the public health law, or successor provision;  

3. any substance commonly known as synthetic marijuana, synthetic 
phenethylamine, or synthetic cathinone, including but not limited to a substance so 
denominated as an embargoed product by order of the commissioner of the 

department of health and mental hygiene, that is represented, notwithstanding 
packaging or other indication that the substance is not intended for human 
consumption, as being intended for human consumption. Evidence of representations 
that a substance commonly known as synthetic marijuana is intended for human 
consumption may include, but is not limited to, oral or written representations by the 
manufacturer, distributor or seller about the substance with regard to its nature, use 
or effect; or 

4. any imitation synthetic drug. In any prosecution for the violation of this 
paragraph, it shall be necessary to prove that the imitation synthetic drug was 
represented to be a substance described in paragraph 1 or 2 of this subdivision; 
provided, however, that it shall not be a defense to prosecution under this section 
that the accused believed the imitation synthetic drug to be such a substance. For the 
purposes of this subdivision, the term “imitation synthetic drug” means a substance 
that is not described in paragraph 1 or 2 of this subdivision but which, by dosage 
unit appearance, including color, shape and size, and by a representation, is 

represented to be a substance described in paragraph 1 or 2 of this subdivision. 
Evidence of such a representation may include, but is not limited to, oral or written 
representations by the manufacturer, distributer or seller about the substance with 
regard to: 

(a) its price, nature, use or effect as a substance described in paragraph 1 or 2 
of this subdivision; or 

(b) its packaging in a manner normally used for substances described in 
paragraph 1 or 2 of this subdivision. 

b. Possession of ten or more packets, individual containers or other separate 
units of a substance described in subdivision a of this section is presumptive 
evidence that the possessing person or entity is distributing such substance for sale 
or possesses such substances with intent to sell. 

c. Any person or entity that violates subdivision a of this section shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than $5,000 or imprisonment of 

up to one year, or both. 
d. In addition to the penalties prescribed in subdivision c of this section, any 

person or entity that violates subdivision a of this section shall be liable for a civil 
penalty of not less than $1,000 and not more than $10,000 recoverable in a 
proceeding before any tribunal established within the office of administrative trials 
and hearings or within any agency of the city of New York designated to conduct 



  September 17, 2015 

 

3423 

such proceedings, provided that upon the first such violation, and any other such 
violations by the same person or entity on the same day as such first violation, such 
person or entity shall be liable for a civil penalty of not less than $500 and not more 
than $5,000 if (i) such violation is not in conjunction with the commission of any 
crime other than possession, manufacture, distribution or sale of any synthetic 
cannabinoid, synthetic phenethylamine, synthetic cathinone, or other substance 
described in subdivision a of this section and (ii) such person or entity has not been 
previously convicted of a felony or a serious offense as defined in subdivision 17 of 
section 265.00 of the penal law. The manufacture, distribution, sale, offer for sale, 
display for sale, or possession with intent to sell of each packet, individual container 
or other separate unit of substance described in subdivision a of this section shall 
constitute a separate violation under this subdivision, with a maximum civil liability 

of $50,000 for violations in a day for a single person or entity under this subdivision.  
e. Any police officer, sheriff, undersheriff, or deputy sheriff of the city of New 

York, or any peace officer acting pursuant to his or her special duties may enforce 
the provisions of this section. A proceeding to recover any civil penalty authorized 
pursuant to subdivision c of this section shall be commenced by the service of a 
notice of violation returnable to any tribunal established within the office of 
administrative trials and hearings or within any agency of the city of New York 
designated to conduct such proceedings. The notice of violation or copy thereof 
when filled in and served shall constitute notice of the violation charged. 

f. Whenever a police officer, sheriff, undersheriff, or deputy sheriff of the city of 
New York, or any peace officer acting pursuant to his or her special duties, discovers 
any substance described in subdivision a being possessed in a manner that violates 
such subdivision, such officer is authorized and empowered to seize and take 
possession of such substance, which shall be destroyed or used either for law 
enforcement purposes or for evidentiary purposes in connection with any 

enforcement proceeding conducted pursuant to this section. 
§ 2. Subdivision (b) of section 11-4023 of the administrative code of the city of 

New York, as added by local law number 97 for the year 2013, is amended to read as 

follows: 

(b) The following acts shall serve as the basis for a sealing order pursuant to this 

section: 

(1) the violation of subdivisions a or b of section 11-1303 of this title or section 

17-703 or 20-202 of the code on at least two occasions within a three-year period; or 

(2) the violation of any provision of chapter 13 of this title or any of sections 17-

703, 17-703.2, 17-704, 17-705, subdivisions a or b of section 17-706, 17-715 or 20-

202 of the code on at least three occasions within a three-year period; or 
(3) the violation of any provision of section 10-203 of the code on at least two 

occasions within a three-year period. 

§ 3. The commissioners of health and mental hygiene, finance and consumer 

affairs may promulgate rules as may be necessary for the purposes of carrying out the 

provisions of this local law. 

§ 4. Severability. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or other 

portion of this local law is, for any reason, declared unconstitutional or invalid, in 

whole or in part, by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be 

deemed severable, and such unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect the 
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validity of the remaining portions of this local law, which remaining portions shall 

continue in full force and effect. 
§ 5. This local law takes effect 60 days after it becomes law. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Public Safety. 

 

 

Preconsidered L.U. No. 279 

By Council Member Ferreras-Copeland: 

 

Tremont Renaissance, Block 3027, Lot 1; Bronx, Community District No. 6, 

Council District No. 15. 

 

 

Adopted by the Council (preconsidered and approved by the Committee on 

Finance). 

 

 

Preconsidered L.U. No. 280 

By Council Member Greenfield: 

 

Application No. 20165028 SCK pursuant to Section 1732 of the New York City 

School Construction Authority Act, concerning the proposed site selection 

for a new, approximately 616-seat Public School Facility, located on the 

East side of 6th Avenue between Pacific Street and Dean Street (Block 1128, 

Lots 1, 4, 85, 86 and 87), in the Borough of Brooklyn, Community School 

District No. 13, Community Board 8, Council District 35. 

 

Adopted by the Council (preconsidered and approved by the Committee on Land 

Use and the Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting, and Maritime Uses). 

 

 

L.U. No. 281 

By Council Member Greenfield: 

 

Application No. 20165009 TCM pursuant to Section 20-226 of the 

Administrative Code of the City of New York, concerning the petition of 

Hono LLC, for a revocable consent to establish, maintain and operate an 

unenclosed sidewalk café located at 356 West 44th Street, Borough of 

Manhattan, Community Board 4, Council District 3. This application is 

subject to review and action by the Land Use Committee only if called-up 

by vote of the Council pursuant to Rule 11.20b of the Council and Section 

20-226 of the New York City Administrative Code. 
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Referred to the Committee on Land Use and the Subcommittee on Zoning and 

Franchises. 

 

L.U. No. 282 

By Council Member Greenfield:  

 

Application No. 20165108 TCM pursuant to Section 20-226 of the 

Administrative Code of the City of New York, concerning the petition of 

North of Houston LLC d/b/a White Street, for a revocable consent to 

establish, maintain and operate an unenclosed sidewalk café located at 221 

West Broadway, Borough of Manhattan, Community Board 1, Council 

District 1. This application is subject to review and action by the Land Use 

Committee only if called-up by vote of the Council pursuant to Rule 11.20b 

of the Council and Section 20-226 of the New York City Administrative 

Code. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Land Use and the Subcommittee on Zoning and 

Franchises. 

 

L.U. No. 283 

By Council Member Greenfield:  

 

Application No. C 150318 PQK submitted by the New York City Human 

Resources Administration and the Department of Citywide Administrative 

Services pursuant to Section 197-c of the New York City Charter, for the 

acquisition of property located at 10300 Foster Avenue for use as a 

warehouse, Borough of Brooklyn, Community Board 18, Council District 

42. This application is subject to the review and action by the Land Use 

Committee only if appealed to the Council pursuant to 197-d(b)(2) of the 

Charter or called up by a vote of the Council pursuant to 197-d(b)(3) of the 

Charter. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Land Use and the Subcommittee on Landmarks, 

Public Siting, and Maritime Uses. 

 

L.U. No. 284 

By Council Member Greenfield:  

 

Application No. 20155773 HKM (N 150459 HKM), pursuant to Section 3020 of 

the New York City Charter, concerning the designation by the Landmarks 

Preservation Commission of the Corbin Building located at 11 John Street 

(Tax Map Block 79, Lot 15 in part) (Designation List 483/ LP No. 2569), 

Borough of Manhattan, Community Board 1, Council District 1, as an 

historic landmark. 
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Referred to the Committee on Land Use and the Subcommittee on Landmarks, 

Public Siting, and Maritime Uses. 

 

L.U. No. 285 

By Council Member Greenfield:  

 

Application No. 20155774 HKM (N 150460 HKM), pursuant to Section 3020 of 

the New York City Charter, concerning the designation by the Landmarks 

Preservation Commission of the Stonewall Inn located at 51-53 Christopher 

Street (Tax Map Block 610, Lot 1 in part) (Designation List 483/ LP No. 

2574), Borough of Manhattan, Community Board 2, Council District 3, as 

an historic landmark. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Land Use and the Subcommittee on Landmarks, 

Public Siting, and Maritime Uses. 

 

L.U. No. 286 

By Council Member Greenfield:  

 

Application No. 20155772 HKM (N 150458 HKM), pursuant to Section 3020 of 

the New York City Charter, concerning the designation by the Landmarks 

Preservation Commission of the Riverside-West End Historic District 

Extension II (Designation List 483/ LP No. 2464), Borough of Manhattan, 

Community Board 7, Council District 6, as an historic district. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Land Use and the Subcommittee on Landmarks, 

Public Siting, and Maritime Uses. 

 

L.U. No. 287 

By Council Member Greenfield:  

 

Application No. C 150380 HAK submitted by NYC Department of Housing 

Preservation and Development pursuant to Article 16 of the General 

Municipal Law for the designation of property located at 115 Williams 

Avenue (Block 3700, Lot 8) as an Urban Development Action Area and 

Project and pursuant to Section 197-c of the New York City Charter for the 

disposition of such property, Borough of Brooklyn, Community Board 5, 

Council District 37.  

 

Referred to the Committee on Land Use and the Subcommittee on Planning, 

Dispositions, and Concessions. 
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At this point the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito) made the following 

announcements: 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

 

Friday, September 18, 2015 

 

 Deferred 

Committee on CONSUMER AFFAIRS ............................................... 10:00 A.M. 

Agenda to be announced 

Committee Room – 250 Broadway, 14th Floor ......... Rafael L. Espinal, Chairperson 

 

 Addition 

Committee on COURTS AND LEGAL SERVICES jointly with the 

Committee on WOMEN’S ISSUES ...................................................... 10:00 A.M. 

Oversight - Effectiveness of Human Trafficking Intervention Courts 

Council Chambers – City Hall ...................................... Rory Lancman, Chairperson 

 .......................................................................................Laurie Cumbo, Chairperson 

 

 Deferred 

Committee on PUBLIC SAFETY ......................................................... 11:00 A.M. 

Agenda to be announced 

Council Chambers – City Hall ..............................  Vanessa L. Gibson, Chairperson 

 

 Note Time and Location Change 

Committee on WATERFRONTS  ..................................................... 12:30 P.M. 

Tour:       Saw Mill Creek Mitigation Bank Site 

Location:  Corner of Edward Curry Ave & Chelsea Rd 

 Staten Island, NY 10314 

Details Attached ............................................................. Deborah Rose, Chairperson 

 

 Deferred 

Committee on COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT .................................1:00 P.M. 

Agenda to be announced 

Committee Room – City Hall ....................  Maria del Carmen Arroyo, Chairperson 

 

 Note Topic Addition 

Committee on VETERANS  .................................................................... 1:00 P.M. 

 Int 793 - By Council Members Ulrich, Lancman, Arroyo, Cabrera, Constantinides, 

Cumbo, Eugene, Johnson, Koslowitz, Mendez, Richards, Rose, Vallone, Gentile, 
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Menchaca and Rosenthal - A Local Law in relation to creating a taskforce to study 

veterans in the criminal justice system. 

Committee Room – 250 Broadway, 14th Floor ................... Eric Ulrich, Chairperson 

 

Monday, September 21, 2015 

 

 Deferred 

Subcommittee on ZONING & FRANCHISES ...................................... 9:30 A.M. 

See Land Use Calendar  

Committee Room – 250 Broadway, 16th Floor ......  Donovan Richards, Chairperson 

 

 Note Time and Location Change 

Committee on AGING ................................................................ ...... 10:00 A.M. 

Proposed Res 105-A - By Council Members Chin, Vallone, Arroyo, Constantinides, 

Ferreras-Copeland, Koo, Miller, Palma, Rose, Mendez, Koslowitz and Menchaca - 

Resolution calling upon the New York State Assembly to pass, and the Governor to 

sign A.5336A and S.639, legislation authorizing banks to refuse payment of moneys 

when there is reason to believe that a vulnerable adult is being financially exploited. 

Res 106 - By Council Members Chin, Arroyo, Cohen, Constantinides, Ferreras-

Copeland, Gibson, Koo, Levine, Palma, Rose, Mendez, Koslowitz, Vallone and 

Menchaca - Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass and the 

Governor to sign legislation requiring the mandatory reporting of suspected elder 

abuse. 

 Committee Room – City Hall ................................... Margaret Chin, Chairperson 

 

 

 Deferred 

Committee on GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS. ........................ .10:00 A.M. 

Int 464 - By Council Members Wills, Barron, Mendez and Rodriguez  - A Local Law 

to amend the New York city charter, in relation to the Department of Correction 

promoting absentee voting among jailed individuals. 

Int 628 - By Council Members Kallos, Cabrera, Rosenthal, Eugene, Gentile, Levine, 

Richards, Rose, Espinal, Cornegy, Wills, Vallone, Lancman and Menchaca - A Local 

Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York in relation to 

improving young adults' access to voter registration materials by requiring the 

department of education of the city of New York and the board of elections of the 

city of New York to provide students with registration materials in appropriate 

languages and to track and report on the efficacy of distributing registration materials 

to students. 

Int 796 - By Council Members Constantinides, Johnson, Kallos, Arroyo, Chin, 

Cornegy, Espinal, Gentile, Koslowitz, Mendez, Richards and Cohen - A Local Law 

to amend the New York city charter, in relation to requiring assistance if requested 

for individuals signing up to be organ donors as part of the agency-based voter 

registration program. 
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Res 695 - By Council Members Rosenthal, Kallos, Constantinides, Cumbo, Johnson, 

Richards, Rose, Gentile and Menchaca - Resolution calling upon the New York State 

Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A2529/S857, allowing 16 and 17 year-

olds to pre-register to vote. 

Res_____ - By Council Members Kallos and Cabrera - Resolution calling upon the 

New York State Legislature and the People of the State of New York to amend the 

State Constitution, and the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to 

sign legislation amending the Election Law to establish same-day and online voter 

registration. 

Committee Room – 250 Broadway, 14th Floor ................... Ben Kallos, Chairperson 

 

 Deferred 

Committee on OVERSIGHT AND INVESTIGATIONS  .................. 10:00 A.M. 

Agenda to be announced 

Council Chambers – City Hall ................................. Vincent J. Gentile, Chairperson 

 

Committee on PUBLIC SAFETY jointly with the 

Committee on HEALTH and the 

Committee on MENTAL HEALTH, DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITY,  

ALCOHOLISM, SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND DISABILITY SERVICES and 

the Committee on CONSUMER AFFAIRS  ........................................ 10:00 A.M. 

Oversight - The Proliferation of Illegal Synthetic Cannabinoids: Health Impacts and 

Enforcement. 

Int 885 - By The Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito) and Council Members 

Gibson and Cohen – A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of 

New York, in relation to the revocation, suspension, or refusal to renew a cigarette 

dealer license due to the sale of synthetic drugs or imitation synthetic drugs. 

Int 897 - By Council Member Garodnick and the Speaker (Council Member Mark-

Viverito) – A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, 

in relation to declaring nuisances related to the sale of synthetic drugs and imitation 

synthetic drugs. 

Int 917 - By Council Members Wills, Reynoso, Torres, Cabrera, Gibson, Cohen, and 

the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito) – A Local Law to amend the 

administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to imposing penalties for the 

manufacture, distribution or sale of synthetic cannabinoids, synthetic 

phenethylamines and synthetic cathinones. 

Council Chambers – City Hall  .............................. Vanessa L. Gibson, Chairperson 

 ...................................................................................... Corey Johnson, Chairperson 

 ..................................................................................... Andrew Cohen, Chairperson 

  ................................................................................. Rafael L. Espinal, Chairperson 
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Subcommittee on LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING  

& MARITIME USES.. ......................................................................... 11:00 A.M. 

See Land Use Calendar  

Committee Room – 250 Broadway, 16th Floor .................... Peter Koo, Chairperson 

 

Committee on CIVIL RIGHTS ............................................................... 1:00 P.M. 

Proposed Int 108-A - By Council Members Rose, Chin, Eugene, Johnson, Mendez, 

Rosenthal, Mealy, Koslowitz, Rodriguez, Kallos, Reynoso, Lander, Williams, Miller, 

Menchaca, Dromm, Richards, Torres (by request of the Manhattan Borough 

President) -  A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, 

in relation to prohibiting employment discrimination based on an individual's actual 

or perceived status as a caregiver. 

 

Committee on CIVIL RIGHTS (CONT.) 

Proposed Int 804-A - By Council Members Barron, Eugene, Mendez, Richards and 

Rosenthal - A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, 

in relation to reasonable accommodations for individuals with disabilities. 

Proposed Int 815-A - By Council Members Lander, Chin, Johnson, Mendez and 

Rosenthal -  A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, 

in relation to expanding the right to truthful information under the city human rights 

law and legislating an express cause of action for employers and principals whose 

rights are violated by conduct to which their employees or agents are subjected. 

Proposed Int 825-A - By Council Members Rose, Gentile, Johnson, Mendez, 

Richards and Rosenthal -  A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city 

of New York, in relation to expanding the definition of employer under the human 

rights law to provide protections for domestic workers.  

Committee Room – City Hall ......................................  Darlene Mealy, Chairperson 

 

 Deferred 

Committee on GENERAL WELFARE .................................................. 1:00 P.M. 

Agenda to be announced 

Council Chambers – City Hall ...................................... Stephen Levin, Chairperson 

 

 Deferred 

Subcommittee on PLANNING, DISPOSITIONS  

& CONCESSIONS ............................................................................... ..1:00 P.M. 

See Land Use Calendar  

Committee Room – 250 Broadway, 16th Floor ................ Inez Dickens, Chairperson 

http://legistar.council.nyc.gov/MeetingDetail.aspx?ID=296242&GUID=E2631A27-1501-4D68-90FC-B4D6D83C987B&Options=info|&Search=
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 Note Time and Location Change 

Committee on TRANSPORTATION jointly with the 

Committee on WATERFRONTS and the 

Committee on ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ............................... .1:00 P.M. 

Oversight – Evaluating the Plan for a Citywide Ferry System 

Committee Room – 250 Broadway, 14th Floor .... Ydanis Rodriguez, Chairperson 

 ....................................................................................... Deborah Rose, Chairperson 

 ................................................................................  Daniel Garodnick, Chairperson 

 

 

Tuesday, September 22, 2015 

 

 

Committee on ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION  ...................... .10:00 A.M. 

Int No 609 - By Council Members Constantinides, Cornegy, Espinal, Johnson, 

Richards, Rose, Kallos, Rosenthal, Lancman, Deutsch, Mealy, Cabrera, Vacca, 

Levine, Treyger, Cohen, Williams, Vallone, Koo, Gentile, Mendez, Dickens, 

Koslowitz, Arroyo, Barron, Miller, Rodriguez, Torres, Van Bramer, Crowley, 

Garodnick, King, Dromm, Ferreras-Copeland, Greenfield and Wills - A Local Law to 

amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the use of 

geothermal energy in New York City. 

Committee Room – City Hall ............................. Costa Constantinides, Chairperson 

 

Committee on GENERAL WELFARE ............................................... 10:00 A.M. 

Oversight - Review of HRA’s Employment Plan Concept Papers. 

Committee Room – 250 Broadway, 14th Floor ..............Stephen Levin, Chairperson 

 

 Deferred 

Committee on HEALTH.......................................................................  10:00 A.M. 

Agenda to be announced 

Committee Room – 250 Broadway, 14th Floor ............. Corey Johnson, Chairperson 

 

Committee on HIGHER EDUCATION ............................................... 10:00 A.M. 

Oversight - Higher Education Access for Incarcerated and Recently Incarcerated 

Individuals  

Res 837 - By Council Member Barron - Resolution in support of President Barack 

Obama’s Second Chance Pell Pilot Program, which will initiate new models to allow 

incarcerated individuals to receive Pell Grants to finance their education. 

Committee Room – 250 Broadway, 16th Floor .................. Inez Barron, Chairperson 
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Committee on PUBLIC HOUSING jointly with the 

Committee on CONTRACTS ..............................................................  10:00 A.M. 

Oversight – Botched Repairs at King Towers: Examining the Need for Contracting 

Accountability and Transparency at NYCHA. 

Council Chambers – City Hall ....................................... Ritchie Torres, Chairperson 

 ................................................................................... Helen Rosenthal, Chairperson 

 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

 

 Deferred 

Committee on COURTS AND LEGAL SERVICES jointly with the 

Committee on WOMEN’S ISSUES ..................................................... .10:00 A.M. 

Oversight - Effectiveness of Human Trafficking Intervention Courts 

Council Chambers – City Hall  ..................................... Rory Lancman, Chairperson 

 .....................................................................................  Laurie Cumbo, Chairperson 

 

 Deferred 

Committee on FINANCE ...................................................................... 10:00 A.M. 

Agenda to be announced 

Committee Room – 250 Broadway, 14th Floor 

 .................................................................... Julissa Ferreras-Copeland, Chairperson 

 

 Deferred 

Committee on HOUSING AND BUILDINGS  ...............................  10:00 A.M. 

Agenda to be announced 

Council Chambers – City Hall ........................... Jumaane D. Williams, Chairperson 

 

 Deferred 

Committee on LAND USE..................................................................... 11:00 A.M. 

All items reported out of the Subcommittees  

AND SUCH OTHER BUSINESS AS MAY BE NECESSARY 

Committee Room – City Hall  ............................. David G. Greenfield, Chairperson 

 

 Deferred 

Committee on EDUCATION  ................................................................. 1:00 P.M. 

Agenda to be announced 

Council Chambers – City Hall ......................................Daniel Dromm, Chairperson 
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 Deferred 

Committee on FIRE AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE SERVICES .......... 1:00 P.M. 

Agenda to be announced 

Committee Room – 250 Broadway, 14th Floor ....... Elizabeth Crowley, Chairperson 

 

 Deferred 

Committee on TECHNOLOGY...............................................................1:00 P.M. 

Agenda to be announced 

Committee Room – City Hall  ........................................  James Vacca, Chairperson 

 

 

Friday, September 25, 2015 

 

 

 Note Deferred Topic and Time Change 

Note Topic Addition and Location Change 

Committee on CIVIL SERVICE AND LABOR… ......................... 10:00 A.M. 

Proposed Int 632-A - By Council Members Miller, Johnson, Kallos, Lander, Chin, 

Rosenthal, Levine, Constantinides, Dromm, Williams, Menchaca, Ferreras-Copeland, 

Rodriguez, Torres, Koslowitz, Arroyo, Lancman and Levin - A Local Law to amend 

the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring successor 

employers in the grocery industry to retain eligible employees for a transition 

employment period. 

Int 903 - By Council Member Miller (by request of the Mayor) - A Local Law to 

amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to health 

insurance coverage for surviving family members of certain deceased employees of 

the department of sanitation. 

Committee Room – City Hall  ...........................  I. Daneek Miller, Chairperson 

 

 Deferred 

Committee on ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  ................................ 10:00 A.M. 

Agenda to be announced 

Committee Room – 250 Broadway, 16th Floor ........ Daniel Garodnick, Chairperson 

 

 Note Topic Addition 

Committee on HOUSING AND BUILDINGS  ...................................  10:00 A.M. 

 Int 633 - By Council Members Richards, Chin, Mendez, Rosenthal and Rodriguez 

-  A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation 

to requiring energy efficiency reports to be filed every five years. 

 Proposed Int 701-A - By the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito) and 

Council Members Constantinides, Levin, Garodnick, Arroyo, Lander, Palma, 



September 17, 2015  

 

3434 

Richards, and Rodriguez -  A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in 

relation to low energy building requirements for certain capital projects. 

 Proposed Int 721-A - By Council Members Williams, Arroyo, Rose and 

Rodriguez - A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to green 

building standards for certain capital projects.  

Council Chambers – City Hall ........................... Jumaane D. Williams, Chairperson 

 

Committee on JUVENILE JUSTICE.................................................. .10:00 A.M. 

Oversight - Examining ACS’s Juvenile Offender Population 

Committee Room – 250 Broadway, 14th Floor .......  Fernando Cabrera, Chairperson 

 

 Deferred 

Committee on PUBLIC SAFETY ......................................................... 10:00 A.M. 

Agenda to be announced 

Council Chambers – City Hall  .............................. Vanessa L. Gibson, Chairperson 

 

Committee on SMALL BUSINESS ...................................................... 10:00 A.M. 

Int 537 - By Council Members Koo, Gentile, Rose and Vallone - A Local Law to 

amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the designation 

of a small business accessibility coordinator. 

Int 851 - By Council Members Cornegy, Levine, Chin, Constantinides, Cumbo, 

Gibson, Koslowitz and Rosenthal - A Local Law to amend the administrative code of 

the city of New York, in relation to curtailing harassment of small businesses and 

other non-residential tenants. 

 Committee Room – 250 Broadway, 16th Floor .......... Robert Cornegy, Chairperson 

 

Committee on LAND USE..................................................................... 11:00 A.M. 

All items reported out of the Subcommittees  

AND SUCH OTHER BUSINESS AS MAY BE NECESSARY 

Committee Room – City Hall .............................. David G. Greenfield, Chairperson 

 

Committee on CONTRACTS.................................................................. 1:00 P.M. 

Proposed Int 288-A - By Council Members Crowley, Johnson, Koo, Mealy, Rose, 

Vacca, Lancman, Miller and Vallone - A Local Law to amend the administrative 

code of the city of New York, in relation to conflict of interest disclosures from 

executives of city-funded not-for-profit organizations. 

Committee Room – City Hall  ..................................  Helen Rosenthal, Chairperson 

http://legistar.council.nyc.gov/MeetingDetail.aspx?ID=296244&GUID=605F6727-8BB7-4135-ADCA-CE9C468D8058&Options=info|&Search=
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 Deferred 

Committee on MENTAL HEALTH, DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITY,  

ALCOHOLISM, SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND DISABILITY SERVICES....1:00 

P.M. 

Agenda to be announced 

Committee Room – 250 Broadway, 14th Floor  ........... Andrew Cohen, Chairperson 

 

Committee on RECOVERY AND RESILIENCY  ................................1:00 P.M. 

Oversight - Build It Back 2015 Update 

Council Chambers – City Hall ....................................... Mark Treyger, Chairperson 

 

 Addition 

Committee on STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION ...................1:00 P.M. 

Res 767 - By Council Members Torres, The Speaker (Council Member Mark-

Viverito), Palma, Arroyo, Miller and Menchaca - Resolution calling upon the United 

States Congress to pass and the President to sign H.R. 870, also known as, the Puerto 

Rico Chapter 9 Uniformity Act of 2015. 

 

Committee on STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION (CONT.) 

Res 818 - By Council Members Torres, The Speaker (Council Member Mark-

Viverito), Mendez, Arroyo, Koo, Koslowitz and Richards - Resolution calling upon 

the United States Congress to pass and the President to sign the Improving the 

Treatment of the U.S. Territories Under Federal Health Programs Act of 2015 (H.R. 

2635), which would make improvements to the treatment of the United States 

territories under the Medicare and Medicaid programs. 

Res 836 - By the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito) - Resolution calling 

upon the United States Congress to pass and the President to sign legislation 

allowing an economic hardship exemption for Puerto Rico from the Merchant 

Marine Act of 1920, commonly known as the “Jones Act.” 

Committee Room – 250 Broadway, 14th Floor .........  Karen Koslowitz, Chairperson 

 

 Deferred 

Committee on PARKS AND RECREATION ........................................1:30 P.M. 

Int 856 - By Council Members Levine, Ulrich, Chin, Eugene, Gibson and Mendez – 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to 

parks department recreation center fees for veterans and persons with disabilities. 

Committee Room – 250 Broadway, 16th Floor ................ Mark Levine, Chairperson 
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Wednesday, September 30, 2015 

 

 

Stated Council Meeting .......................................... Ceremonial Tributes – 1:00 p.m. 

 ....................................................................................................Agenda – 1:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

M E M O R A N D U M 

 

Thursday, September 3, 2015 

 

TO: ALL COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

RE:  TOUR BY THE COMMITTEE ON WATERFRONTS 

 

Please be advised that all Council Members are invited to attend a tour: 
 

Saw Mill Creek Mitigation Bank Site 

Corner of Edward Curry Ave & Chelsea Rd 

Staten Island, NY 10314 

 

The tour will be on Friday, September 18, 2015 beginning at 12:30 p.m. A van 

will be leaving City Hall at 11:00 a.m. sharp.  

 

Council Members interested in riding in the van should call Kris Sartori at 212-788-

9075. 

 

Deborah Rose, Chairperson              Melissa Mark-Viverito 

Committee on Waterfronts      Speaker of the Council 

 



  September 17, 2015 

 

3437 

 

During the Communication from the Speaker segment of this Meeting, the 

Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito) acknowledged the departure of First 

Deputy Legislative Affairs Director Reggie Thomas from the Mayor’s staff at City 

Hall.  She noted that Mr. Thomas served under two mayoral administrations after 

working on the staff of former Council Member Leroy Comrie. She thanked him for 

his service and wished him the best of luck in his next endeavor.  

 

In addition, during the Communication from the Speaker segment of this 

Meeting, the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito) announced that the 

Council’s Participatory Budgeting Program had won the Roy and Lila Ash 

Innovations Award for Public Engagement in Government. She mentioned that over 

51,000 New Yorkers in 27 participating Council Districts had voted to allocate $32 

million for locally developed capital projects. She thanked all her colleagues in the 

Council for participating in the Program. 

 

 

 

Whereupon on motion of the Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito), the 

Public Advocate (Ms. James) adjourned these proceedings to meet again for the 

Stated Meeting on Wednesday, September 30, 2015. 

 

 

 

MICHAEL M. McSWEENEY, City Clerk 

Clerk of the Council 

 

 

Editor’s Local Law Note:  Preconsidered Int No. 866-A, adopted at the August 
13, 2015 Stated Meeting, was signed into law by the Mayor on August 18, 2015 as 
Local Law No. 77 of 2015.  Int Nos. 145-A, 287-A, and 586-A, all adopted at the 
August 13, 2015 Stated Meeting,  were signed into law by the Mayor on September 2, 
2015 as, respectively, Local Law Nos. 78, 79, and 80 of 2015.  Int Nos. 682-A, 700-
A, and 757-A, also adopted at the August 13, 2015 Stated Meeting, were signed into 
law by the Mayor on September 3, 2015 as, respectively, Local Law Nos. 81, 82, and 
83 of 2015.    

 

 

 

 

‘ 
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