v THE CITY OF NEW YORK
e DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS
/

. . -
. ( JEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM DATE:

May 9,1983

/{/’ TO: Borough Superintendents
FROM:

.
7

g Commissioner Robert Esnard, R.A.
SUBJECT

Guidelines for Vacates of Interim Multiple Dwellings
(I.M.D.)

BACKGROUND Section 284 (1) (1IV) of Article 7-C of the
Multiple Dwelling Law assigns certain rights and respensibilities
to both resicdential occupants and landlords in the event that
municipal vacate orders are issued for interim nulitiple cwellings
(I}Ds). An interim multiple dwelling is a ncon-rasidential
building housinc three or more indepencent resicdential units,
lacking a residential certificate of occuzancy and lecated in

an areathat per—its rasidential use. i--0S Tust cbtain a re-
sidential cert:ificate of occurancy within a Iived time periocu.
O3JECT: To vrewvide sugcesteld guidelines for minimum actich,
obviate the necsssi:zyv for a Peremptory Vacate <Jdrcer (PVO), to
(_ insure life saizxzw.,
SUGGESTED
CRITEZRIZ: The f£ollowing shall be sufficient cause to issue
a ?PVvo:
1. Where an unsprinklered building contains only

one (1) open stai
The presence of a
stairway andé ccmol
of a PV0O, nrovided
means cf egress.

rway ané is more than three stories in height.
ire-escape, in addition to the single open
te sprinklering may obviate the reguirement
all units have the proper access to both

Since the purpose of enclosed stairs is to pro-
vide protection against spread of smoke throughout the building,
as well as to provide a reasonably safe means of egress for
building occupants, an "enclosed stairway" consisting of a public
hall common with the stairway within the enclosure where morec

than twcdonors oren into such enclosure shall not be considered
an enclcsed stairway.

2. Where building laws require two means of egress
. and only one is provided. Should the premises contain a functioning
sprinkler system, and one legal mneans of egress, a PVO ic not
mandatory.
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rcy for all other circumstances, the Borouch
be guicded by the enclosed menos.
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