
TO: 

DF..PARTMENT OF BUILDINGS 

EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
120 WALL STn££T, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10005 

IRWIN FRUCHTMAN, P.E. Commtuioncr 
248-8111 

August 23, 1982 

FROM: 

Responsible/Interested Parties ni 
Irwin Fruchtman, P.E. Commissioner 'q 

Attached Advisory - Local Law 15 Compliance RE: 

----------------------------------------------------------------~---

Please assist us in giving this important advisory as wide a 

distribution as possible to responsible owners and manager■, 

engineers, architects and all other parties involved in ~oa

pliance activities related to Local Law ts - Fire Safety in 

High Rise Office Buildings. 
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(:_.. ADVISORY LOaL I.AW IS - FI.RE SAFETY IN HIGH RISE OFFICE BUILDINGS 

.. 

l • 

THIS ADV:SORY IS INT.E.~OEO TO ALERT ALL RESPONSIBLE PARTI!S TO THE 

STEPS THAT MOST SE TA.t<EN TO MEET THE REQUIREMENTS OF LOCAL LAW IS 

AND THE . .ACTIONS TO BE UNDERTAKEN BY THE DEPARTMENT OF BOI:.OINCS TO 

ASSURE CONTINUED COMPLIAl.~C!: WITH THIS LAW. 

Phase One: Compliance with the first phase of the law iAvolves the 

preparation of a Fire Safety Plan and ins·tall&.ion ot the 

Direction Signs, Fire•Ala=m and Communication, llevatcr 

Rec~ll, and the Elevator-in-Readiness System tor the 

apprcxima.tely 820 buildings c:cvered by the law. lt&DJ of 

these systems are now in place and enforcement proceed

ings against owners who have n~t c:cmplied are bein9 act

ively pursued in the courts. For some systmu, vhere 

completion ha~ been delny3d du~ to ths lac.~ o~ &Tail&bil

ity of equipment and contractors, exte.~sions ~f '!iM ~o 

c:cmplete the work are jointly reviewed by the Fire Depart

ment and the Department of Buildings. 

Phas9 Two: The second ~hase of the law involve3 tho~e office build

ings whic~ have c~nt.~l air conditi~ning ,y~tam~ ~~~~nq 

seve.al !loo~s. These buildings require ei~her·~ ::y:r.e~. 

of pressurized stairwell& couple~ with ccmpartmentation 

of large floer are~, c: the ~uilcling =ay be •~ri:1Jclered 

,. 

No"i:e: C:': Sl!~J:Uc&ey 2t:dl tr.d •1uly :.st:1, 1981, the Depa=~nt ~SSU:?a 
informa~icr. to the ind~stry coneering cc~pliancc prcc~dur:3 
t:: ~h•~~ tw:> !r.~~sllc~i~r.=. 

M£Mo Ff'r:, 2s,, ,e2 ~,~ PAr:rE 1e'Js 
,.,, :-Ne., .ruL)' I 6, l~l/1 SFZ i'A~r 16# 
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KEY OAT~S FOR COMPLETION ARE: 

SEPTEMBER 13, 1982 

PRESSORIZATION S~STEM OR APPROVED EQUIVALENT. 

AUGUST 1984, FEBRUARY 1988 

COMPARTMENTATION PHASES II, III. 

DECEMBER 1982, DECEMBER 1983 

SPlUNJCLEll PHASES II, III. 

The Department ia now reviewing the status of compliance and is 

calling in each a.mer to review his plan to meet the law. Eligi

bility to apply for an extension to complete installation of 

Ph&se IZ ■ystems will be reviewed &y the Fire Department and the 

Department of Buildings. Commencing in Septem.~er, the D•~artment 

will issue violations and summon into court these cwners who have 

failed to comply with th!• pha•~ of the law. Summon••• are return

able in Crimina:i. Court and pen&l ties u proacri.bed lly lw are up to 

$5,000 for each of!en•• with a minimum fin• of $500 for the first, 

inc:easinq to $2,000 for the fourth and every subsequent offense. • ~ 

In addition, a 90 d~y rcricd of i::ip:i~onment c.:n be the penalty for 

failure to ccffli)ly. 

This advisory ia ,art oft~• e~fttinuing ,~~g~u ~f •~f~rr.u:ert ~y 

the D~partm~nt of Duilc-~--1=· and the Fire Oepart."'llent inttmc!ed to 

result in complete c~mpliance with Local Law 15. 
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