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ISSUANCE DATE 
September 20, 2023 

TECHNICAL 
 

ISSUER: 

PURPOSE: 

SUBJECT(S): 

Keith L. Wen, R.A.  
Assistant Commissioner 
Code & Zoning Interpretation 

This Bulletin rescinds 14 Memoranda, 3 Directives, 1  
TPPN, and 3 Letters pertaining to the electrical which were 
issued by the Department but are no longer applicable under 
current Codes and Local Laws. 

Rescinding a Directive, Memoranda, a TPPN, and Letters 

James S. Oddo, Commissioner  nyc.gov/buildings 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND  
 
The Department of Buildings periodically reviews published Buildings Bulletins (BB), Policy and 
Procedure Notices (Technical, Operational, Legal, Administrative, OTCR) and the various 
Directives, Executive Orders, Memoranda and Letters issued in the past to ensure their continued 
consistency with current Departmental practice and to verify that new laws and regulations are 
incorporated into these documents.   
 
The above listed Directives, Memoranda, TPPN, and Letters are rescinded effective immediately 
and are attached therein. 
 
The rescinded documents will appear on the Department’s website with the watermark 
RESCINDED. Because this review is ongoing, documents not specifically listed in this Bulletin may 
be addressed in future Bulletins. Watermarked Memoranda, Directives, Executive Orders and 
Letters may be accessed through the online version of this Bulletin at 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/buildings/codes/building-bulletins.page.    

RESCINDED DOCUMENTS   
Directive 5 of 1979, Directive 37 of 1967, Directive 9 of 1975  

Memo 10/4/89, Memo 4/14/77, Memo 11/13/75, Memo 4/27/71, Memo 2/11/87,  
Memo 2/19/81, Memo 1/20/87, Memo 4/10/91, Memo 1/6/67, Memo 3/17/81,  
Memo 5/11/78, Memo 12/27/79, Memo 7/22/86, Memo 12/12/83 

TPPN #3/87 

Letter 8/4/88, Letter 3/28/88, Letter 2/18/88 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/buildings/codes/building-bulletins.page


DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS 

EXECUTIVE. ornas 
60 HUDSON )"TJl.f£T, NEW YORK, N' -IS 

CHAJlLES M _ SIUTH, Jt, Jl.A .. Com-c;aer 

Issuance # 20 GEORGE E.. BERGER. P.E.. 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

TECHNICAL 

Assistant Commissioner 
Building Construction 

POLICY AND PROCEDURE NOTICE # 3 /87 

BOROUGH SUPERINTENDENTS 

George E. Berger, P.E. 
Assistant Commissioner 

June 16, 1987 

SUBJECT: Emergency Lighting Compliance Procudures 
As Per Section 27-381 (C26-605.l) and 
27-382 (C26-605.2) 

The owners of the buildings who must comply with Emergency 
Lighting Compliance, shall not be required to file any 
application (BN, Misc., etc.,) with the borough offices. 

The following procedure is established for compliance: 

When an electrical contractor files an application with 
the Bureau of Electrical Control to do the electrical 
work he must do any one of the following: 

1. If the design is done by a professional engineer 
or a registered architect, the electrical contractor 

-must submit with the application, a letter with the 
appropriate seal and signature from a professional 
engineer or a registered architect stating that the 
emergency lighting as designed,complies with the 
requirements of the Building Code. 
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2. If the design is done by a licensed electrical 
contractor, he must write in the comments field 
of the application, the following: "I certify 
that the design and installation as indicated 
on this application complies ~ith the require
ments of the Building Code". 

The Bureau of Electrical Control will issue a certificate 
of electrical inspection to the electrical contractor or 
owner only after the above requirements are complied with. 

George • Be~r, ~~. 
Assistant Commisst n 

GEB:NTP:lg 
cc: Executive Staff 

BIAC 
.American Institute of Architects 
N.Y. Society of Professional Engineers 
Real Estate Board 
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TO: 

FRCN: 

~= 
SOBJErl': 

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS 

EXEcrnvt orncr.s 
60 HU:t.>SON )'TlfET, NEW YORK, N\' 1001! 

CHAJU..ES M SMffH. Jr. Jl.A~ Comauuioncr 

William Morria, Directar 
Adaini.strative Enforcement Unit 

George :e;. Berger, P.E. £:J. 5 
Assistai,t Crnmi asioner --

October 4, 1989 

GEORGE E. BER.GER., P.E. 
Assistant Commissioner 
Building Consauction 

Installation of Electrical COnduit Under 
Bureau <>f Electrical C.COtrol Pecllit 

An electrical work in the building requires a permit 
from the Bureau of Electrical Control of the Department 
of Buildings. 

Drilling holes i:1 floors and walls and attaching cables 
and conduits to ·.alls and ceiling are permitted under 
the above subjec:: permit. No other permit from the 
Department of Bu.i.ldings shall be required. However, 
all penetrations in the fire rated construction shall 
be properly fire:,topped pursuant to Section 27-345. 

GEB:NTP:lg 
cc: Corrrnissioner C. Smith, Jr., R.A. 

Deputy Comnissioner C. Dennis, P.E. 
Deputy Coamissioner S. O'Brien 
Borough Superintendents 
Director R. Sanchez-Gomez, BEC 
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HOUS~''G AND DEVELOP· -ENT AlJMINIS I RAHOH 
DEPARTMENT ,, DUILOINGS 

J 

DEPARTMENTAL M[MORAN0; M DATE: l\pn l 1 '1, l':J'l"l 

- 101 Borough su;erintendents 

FROM: Dircct1:' r of Opera tion·s, Irving l::. Z.linki:i, P. E. 

SUBJECT: J.;Mi~RGENCY J,IGJl'rTNG lN PLACES OF A!:i~U•l!li...Y 
su:iplc111c11t to Dircctiv~ No. l of 1977 

ln ,,c,;orc.L:rnc:c with agn~emcnt nrrivccl ..it with Ll11~ IH11·<>..1u 

u f c;a~, and J.::leclr.i city, in or.der to iltHaU-<.? ctimpJ j ,rn,;1" 
wi.~h- the elr·ctric.,l ..ispect!: oC Section C2u-801. 18 ,wJ 
the p,~rt.inf\1• · 1:JTOvis.i.ons of the Elect r .icu.l Co::J,,, l 1i~ 
i1tt c:tc:llnd L .'. 1-; Directive N,.,. 3 of 1~77 sh;.lll 1>~~ cun-
:.iuercd u 11,,rt of this supplemenl,. 

I . '1 h•~ Dcpurtmen l of Uu i.l tliPHJS will re•, !l: i t·e t.Ji.-, 1: 
,111 pLan:; filed (or places of asscmlJli', •.•:lu.:1'-Ti;: 
(•mcr'Joncy l~9h tin9 :is m.1ndil tory a!. i;,~ L f u rt 11 in 
Section C26-80l.18 of 'the l\dminjsLr~1ti·_.e Cud1) 
c:ind Directive l of 1977 shall clemon:.;tr.-,t~ c,,m
plia11c1? wj tb the li9hti ng lcvols spl°!Ci f .i e:d in 
!::>cction C26-80l .18 of the Administ.rc1t0iv~.! Cou12. 
The u.ppl ic~n t shall be rcqui red to 110 l~· 1 he 
11urnl.Jcr of lights, w.:ittc'.Jgn, sp,:u:in<J ,1:,,I L; .. , 
lid yhl. above floor in the location pl.1n L...>r 
cru~rgcncy lighting. 

2. J\ ccrt:j fic.itc of Eloctric.il ln!;pccti()l1 fpr 
c-mcr\1nncy lighting will be rl:qui.rc:u p1·1,,r tu fh,• 
issuance of n n,~w Place of -1\sscmbly p,~rmJt. '!'ht:.! 
cerU f icatc issued by the Uuro.'.lu of t;,1.; l. El cc;
t.r ici ty w i 11 tJcar the stump ck~;cr j !), ·u in i t<::11 3 
of G t. E Dircr.tivc No. '3 of 1·~7-i and -~ L"> h.· 
f11rnJ shed by th(\ oonLractor, owner or upvr...itor o~ 
the place of asscml>ly. 

3. h'hr.:rc bc1ttcry µacks c?lre used to ~upply }?CJW•·r for 
r.mer9ency l i qh Ling, inspections by Uu. s cl,~p~i ;:tni-!1, t 
:;Jw 11 incl ud0 the testing of the ba. t tc!r i~s or v~.r .i -

fication of the testing log. 

L:-:t.crnal wirinl_l of h,ll.tcry p.ic.k~ h: n11L 
nl,!:>cn:unc<.' of !HH.:h i llc(Jal _wi1· i11g !:,h.!ll 
L :.1 the lJurc:.i u or taas and I::lectr .i.c:i L_y. 

lJ;;M: Ut;H : rrnr 

1•ci;11; l.l,·t! ;1:1..! 

bi:! J.:ClC.1. l"...:d . 
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

HOUSING AND DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATIOr1 
DEPART~ENT OF BUILDINGS 

DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM DATE: November 13, 1975 

TO: Borough Superintendents 

FROM: J~remich T •· Wa!sh, P. E. Commissioner 
(', 

SUBJECT: Potential Illegal 3 Family Dwellings -· Notification By Bureau of Gas & Electricity 
. . -- ---· . 

. This memorandum confrms a procedure set up with the Bureau pf Gas & Electricity 
of the Department of Public Works concerning the above subject. The procedure 

· will apply only when an opplicatio~ for an electrical certificate is filed with the 
Bureau of Gas & Electricity if'.lvolving the installation of 3 or 4 electric meters. 

The Borough Office will be notified by the Bureau of Gas & Electricity when such 
applications are filed. The Borough Superintendent will then arrange for an inspection 
of the referred buil"ding to determine.if an additional dwelling unit is being.added 
illegally. If warrant~. violations are to be placed in the normal manner. 

· To evaluate the effectiveness of this procedure,~~~rt is to .be .submitted l:>y the 
10th day of each month to Assistant Commissioner·Parascandola indicatingJ~e.n.umber:.. __ 
of referrals received and violations filed as a result thereof. 

cc:· Deputy Comm. A. Jenkins 
Asst. Comm. Pprascandola 
T. V. Burke,,,,, 

,---. 

: ,: __ ._, -- .,..'j 2 .. -~t..' 
... :, Jeremiah T. Walsh, P. f. . 

I C • • . '·-/ ommrss,oner 

111'1 
thr11. 

I 12 tD 
NOV 18 1975 
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DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS 

EXECt!TIVE OFnCES 
60 HUDSON ll'TilET, NEW YORK, NY 1001-' 

CHAR.l.IS M. SMffH, Jt, R.A .. Comm.iasioner 

Mr. Marvin Fields 
Engineering Coordinator 
Board of Estimates 
Bureau of Franchises 
Office of Telecommunications 
40 Worth .Street - Room 716 
New York, N.Y. 10013 

Dear Mr. Fields: 

August 4, 1988 
GEORGE E. BERGER, P.E. 

Assistant Commissioner 
Building Construction 

The installation of cable television wires with 60 volts inside the exit 
stair enc~osure was discussed at the meeting held on July 27, 1988. 

Since the. code does not permit this with any wires carrying power or 
signal voltage of more than 50, the department was asked to consider 
approval qf cable television wire with 60 volts._ 

In discussion with Deputy Commissioner Cornelius Dennis -and Mr. Sanchez, 
Director of Bureau of Electrical Control, 60 volt cable inside the exit 
stair enclosure, will be permitted provided the cable industry meets the 
following requirements: 

1. Junction boxes shall be flush with the ceiling and bottom 
of these boxes shall not be less than.six(6) feet from the 
landing. 

2. Equipments shall not reduce the required stair and landing 
width and should not inte~fere with the opening of exit doors. 

3. cable riser shall be in metallic conduits. 

4. Plastic molding for horizontal run within the stair shall not 
be permitted. 

5. F.guipments shall not reduce the required fire resistance rating 
of stair enclosures. 

6. All cable penetration into the stair enclosures shall be 
firestopped. 

7. Riser ~~nduit penetrations in the landings of scissors stairs 
shall be firestopped. 
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8. The plastic molding in the corridors shall meet the toxicity 
requirements of Section 27-348(c) of the Building Code. 

George E. 
Assistant 

GEB:NTP:lg 
cc: Cormnissioner Charles M. Smith Jr., R.A. 

Deputy Ccrmnissioner Cornelius F~ Dennis, P.E. 
ExecutiveEngineer Irving Polsky, P.E. 
Director of I}EC, Robert Sanchez-Gomez 
Borough Superintendents 
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HOU srn G ~:-rn L~ ~~-~Le;~~.~;;..;~ ;.J;.jWiSi~~k no~-~ 
DEP/'.RTM!::NT 0~ uUILDINGS 

DEPARTMENT/1L MEMORANDUM CATE: April 27, 1971 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

.I 

Borough Superintendents 

Director of Operations, T. V. Burke 

Demolitions - Disconnect of E.ler.tric Services 

When buildings aro demolished under contract with the Department of 
Development, demolition permits may be issued without electrical dis
connect letters from the utility companies, provided that a written 
anu signed requezt is received from the Department of Development. 
The request shall be in form of sample attached. 

The Department of Development is assuming responsibility for cut
off of electrical service in a safe manner. 

TVB:JL:rmr 
cc: Executive Stai'.f 

Thomas V. Burke 
Director o! Operations 

Director of Demolition, S.B. Feller 
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TO: 

FROM: 

DE]>ARTMENT OF BUILDINGS 

EXEC:UTIVE OFnCES 
IO H'l.:DSON STR£ET, NEW YORK, NY 10015 

CHAlilLES :\I. Sl\lITH, Jr~ 1LA.. Commissioner 
512-8100 

M E M O R A N D U M 

February 11, 1987 

BOROUGH SUPERINTENDENTS · 

Charles M. Smith Jr~:~:A._Af:J. , 
Commissioner O Y{' -

SUBJECT: Locks on Elevator or Elevator Hoistway Doors 
or Elevator Vestibules 

-----------------------------------------------------------
This memorandum revises and ciarifies the Departmental Memoran
dum of August 6, 1984. 

Item 3C is an i:ndependent item and not an option to locks on 
elevator and el•evator hoistway doors. 

(1) 3C z,ero Clearance Vestibule - on elevator 
landings provided with a vestibule lnot to 
exce,ed 12 inches from the elevator or 
elev,:1.tor hoistway door), a locking device 
is p,ermitted to be installed exclusively on 
the ·1restibule doors. Such doors may be of 
swin13' type, vertical or horizontal slide 
door.s. 

(2) Elev.a.tor Vestibule - a locking device on 
vest.i.bule doors may be permitted under the 
f 0111::,wing conditions: 

(a) The fire warden station or telephone 
to communicate with the lobby command 
station and building manager's office: or 

(b) The locking devices are an approved 
fail safe type ,and released upon 
elevator recall or power failure; or 

(c) At least one exit stair is located 
within thP vestibule and vestibule 
doors are readily openable from the 
occupied side. 
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Item SB is revised as follows: 

(b) If consecutive vacant floors are to be 
locked, the locking devices shall be 
exclusively on vestibule doors meeting 
the requirements of Item 3C above. 
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fHE CllY OF NEW YORK 

IJEPARTMENT OF B.UILDINGS 
DIRECTIVE NO. 5 of 1979 

DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANllUM 

TO: Borough Superintendents 

DA TE: October 2, 1979 

CORRECTED 

FROM. Irwin Fruchtman, P.E., Commissioner 

SUBJFCT: ILLUMINATION - EMERGENCY LIGHTING FOR PLACES OF ASSEMBLY 

1 • This directive is issued for the purpose of establishing uniform guidelines 
for the above for compliance with C26-801 .18 (Local Law 41 of 1978). 

2. The requirement in this section of providing at least five (5) foot candles 
of illumination at the floor level applies at exit areas. 

3. The exit area to be illuminated within the assembly space shall consist 
of the exit sign, the exit doorway, and a square at the threshold of the 
point of' egress with a side whose dimension is double the width of the 
egress opening, or equal to the width of' the corridor, (whichever ts 
less). Light measurement should be on the horizontal. 

4.. This intensity of illumination shall not be diminished to less than two 
(2) foot candles at a level eighteen (18) inches above the floor at cross 
aisles. 

5. The intensity of general illumination shall not be diminished to less than 
one (1 .O) foot candle at a level eighteen (18) inches above the floor else
where. 

6. The lighting units shall be so arranged so as not to: 

a. Introduce disorienting glare to the path of escape. 

b. Dramatically alter the character and quality of illumination. 

c. Present a hazard to the occupants and be protected as is necessary. 

7. Illumination shall be so arranged that the failure of any single lighting 
unit, such as the burning out of an electric bulb, will not leave any area 
in darkness. 

a. Exit lighting shall be on circuits that are separate from general lighting 
and power circuits, either taken off ahead of the main switch or comected 
to an emergency lighting power source when such is provided. However, 
an emergency lighting power source, if battery operated, may be re
charged from the general lighting and power _circuits. 

I""- 7r: I 
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THI tlTY OF NIEW YOIK 

DEPART:AENT OF BUILDINGS 

DEPARTMENTAL MIEMOIAN DU M DATE: February l9, 1981 

TO: BORa.JCIJ SUPl!RINTcNDENTS 

~ROM: Irwin r-ruchtmnn, P. I!., Commissioner 
JSJECT: 

l?MERCENCY LICI·mNC 

The enclosed sketches PA-1, PA-2, antl PA-3 i!lustr:itlng typical 
emergC?ncy lighting typC!s nnu locitions for representative assembly 
Space!s sh311 be accepted as being in conformance with Directive No. 
5/79. 

Amended PA plans, accur:itely :ind neatly dr:iwn to SC4i.lc and completely 
dimensioned to reflect the b youc of the Npccific premises and loc:ition 
of the lightizv 1n conformance with the enclosed illustrative sketches, can 
be filed by the owner. 

Reinspcctions of premises where lighting was previously installt:d dis
closing substantive deviations from the cnclosurC?s (whether or not pursuant 
to represent:itions by architects or cngin< .. -crs ttw: the observal layout 
conforms With law) arc to result in viol:itions being issued, requiri~ such 
additional lighting as necc~sary to brifl: the premises into compliance with 
the level of illumination required. llowcver, no summonses, shall be 
issued from this violation during 1981, nor shall issuance of this violiltion 
in and of itself be the basis for denial of a PA permit during 1981. 

Copies of the cncw~ures nrc to be given to all proprietors at the time 
of inspection, togcchc.:r with a copy of this memorandum, if a violation 
is warranted. 

cc: 
Deputy Commist;ioner Minkin 
Deputy Commissioner rarascandola 
A ssist:int Commissioner Dennis 
Executive St:iff 
BIAC 
File 

• E. 
Commissioner 

• 

. . -.-

I 

• 

• 

• 
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DF..PARTMENT OF BUILDINGS 

EXE<..VTIVE OFFICES 
120 WAI.L STRf.1-:T. NF.W YORK, N.V. IDOOS 

IRWIN fRUClrTAtl\N, P.E.. Commissit1Mf 

P08LI!: ASSEMBU DIVISION 
t;HA.RW ::iEOR~E - SUPERVISOR• 643 7812 

R!;U IB,E)t!NTS ron oo:.ctGENCT urnrrm 

IORO OFFICIS: 
MAllf-ffA .. 

_ .. IC-Ml.,_ ____ ... ~ 
•IIIOIU ••u.--••-• -···" .... , 

.....-. .. o,ca.YN -
r.-te-i. ■1o1...-e 
.. -,::,&~· -•• ;~,,· ... __ ....... .. ·····-· .. , .. .. 

aTATCH 1&'-"ND ...., ... -"' . ., ··- .... .. 
l) ARCHITECT ro AHENO P.A. PW TO SJOI WHERE UNITS m TO BE IN&T,ALU:>. 

2) u=ENSED ELECTRICU .. -: TO tNSTAl.l. UNITS WHm! INDICAT!D OH PLAN. 

3) ELEC?llICIAH TO Ollt'UH CEli.TIFICATlON FRCll TH! N.?.C. &UCTR?q_ D!PAr..TMENT 
THA? UN??S ~Ok.PLY ;,'1Tff EJJ!rTRIC CODE. ·· • 

.JL 
LIC&lSEI> ELECTRICIAlf SUDMffl .l LEM'ER STA.TING: 

l) U5ITS COKPLI WITH N.t.C. ELP.rrflIC CODE 
2) UNITS COMPLY WITH U:CAl. LAW 4l./78 
3 ) Pt.r.'S HIS LICENSE II O.'I L!TT!R 
4) MAS LETTER Nal'Oii..IZED 

• 

• 
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9. Compltance with this directive shall be noted on the Publtc Assembly 
application plans filled after thts date. 

i) . ,., 
I I_; / ~ , ,·. ;,, , -. • /4 v 

. Irwin Frucl\tman, P. E. 
Commissioner 

/t:;7/ 
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TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS 
EXECUTIVE omCES 
60 HIJDSON STRE.ET, SEW YORK, ~y 1001-' 

CHAR.LES M. SMITH. Jr., R-'-·· Commwioner 
Sl2-8100 

BOROUGH SUPERINTENDENTS 

Charles M. Smith 
Commssioner 

January 20, 1987 

"EMERGENCY LIGHTING IN EXITS Alm ACCESS FACILITIES" 

__________________ (SuEersedes_memorandum_of_Februari_19L_l986l __________ _ 

Professional Societies anu Industry have brought 
to our attention the difficulty in measuring the required 
illumination at tl'le floor level beca· ~e of incapability of 
instrumentation, ,3.nd diversity of r ecting surfaces. 

Therefore, the Departmental Memorandum dated 
February 19, 1986 is superseded as follows: 

Illumination of at least two(2) foot candles 
measured at the floor level shall be maintained continuously 
in exits during occupancy as required by Section 27-38l(a) 
[C26-605.l(a)]. Illumination in access facilities to such 
exits shall be not less than two(2) foot candles, average 
measured at 18 inc:hes above the floor level which shall be 
maintained continuously during occupancy. However, the 
illumination shall not be less than that recommended in the 
I.E.S. Lighting Hcmdbook 1981 Application Volume (Pages 2-45 
and 2-46). Additionally the required illumination shall be 
remeasured if the reflective surfaces are changed. 

A total of more than four(4) lights are required 
to be connected tc, an emergency power source or to storage 
battery equipment by Section 27-382 [C26-605.2(a)]. 

The following definitions shall apply: 

The term "access facilities" shall mean a "cor
ridor" or "public hallway" in multi-tenant floors; and in 
single tenant floors it shall mean the enclosed or unenclosed 
passage connecting the required floor exits and any passenger 
elevator serving floor to two required floor exits. 

2163 
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Multi-tenant floors. - Upon exiting the tenant's 
occupied side of the floor, the path of travel in the corridor 
or public hall shall be illuminated to the required exits. An 
illuminated path of travel shall also be provided from the 
elevator landing to at least 2 exits. 

Single tenant floors. - The enclosed or unenclosed 
passage connecting the required floor exits shall be illuminated 
to the required exits. An illuminated path of travel shall 
also be provided from the elevator lan<ling to at least 2 exits. 

Also refer to the following definitions: 

Corridor. - An enclosed public passage providing 
a means of access from rooms or spaces to an exit. (Pursuant 
to Subarticle 201.0 of the Article 2, Part II, Title c, Chap
ter 26 of the Administrative Code, enacted by Local Law 76, 
effective December 6, 1968). 

Hallway. - a) The term "hallway" shall mean an 
.enclosed hall or corridor leading to a stairway, fire tower 
or other required exit. 

b) The term "public hallway" shall 
mean a corridor or hallway leading directly to a stairway, 
fire tower or other required exit, within a story of a struc
ture which story is occupied by more than one tenant or lessee, 
or within a structure included in Section C26-235.0(a) (Public 
Buildings). (Pursuant to Section C26-81.0, Article 1, Title 
C, Chapter 26 of the Administrative Code, in effect for build
ings constructed prior to December 6, 1968). 

Exit. - A means of egress from the interior of 
a building to an open exterior space which is provided by the 
use of the following, either singly or in combination: Exter
ior door openings, vertical exits, exit passageways, horizon
tal exits, interior stairs, exterior stairs, or fire escapes; 
but not including access stairs, aisles, corridor doors or 
corridors. 

CMS:IP:NTP:lg 

Distr.:.:,ution: 

BIAC Me:nbe!:'S 
New York Society of Architects 
New York Associety of Consulting Enginee=s 
Illuminating Engineering Society 
Building Congress 
Executive Staff 
Fire Departr:lent 
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lead:.r.:: tcward ac·cide:,ts .. ~ccidcms ma'" also bl! 
prump~E:-d by tht- delayed ,~ye ad.'.lp:.1tion°a person 
experiences when moving from bri;ht surround
ings into d3l'k ones and ,.;ce versa. Some acci• 
dents wruch have been attributed to an indh;d. 
ual's carelessness could have been parti:illy due 
to difficult\· in seeinl? from one or more of the 
abo\"e me~tiont-d fa;:ors. The accidents might 
have been avoided through the use of good light
ing principles. 

Illuminnnce Le,·els. The lightin; recommr.ri
dations in Fig. 2-!? provide a guide for efficient 
\·isual performance rather than for safety alone; 
thert-fore, they are not to be interpreted as re
quirements for re;ularory minimum illuminance 
le\'els. 

Fig. 2-26 has been developed to list illumi• 
nance levels regarded as absolute minimums for 
saiet_v alone. To assure these values are main
tained. higher initial level!; must be pro .. ;ded as 
required by the maintenance conditions. In those 
areas which do not have fixed lighting. localized 
illumination showd be pi·o.,.;aed dunng "<>ccu-

. pancy by portable or matE:rial handling and ve
hicle mounted lighting equipment. 

Other Factors. A visual]\" saie installation 
must bt- free of excessive glare and of uncon
trolled. large differences iri luminances. Appro
pnate guides to limiting 1rlare and adaptation 
effects are given earlier in this Section in discus
sions of lu!T'.i."lance ratios anc: ,;sual comion. 
~1uimwn luminance rati,)s are imoon.am to 
avoid temporarily noticeable reductions in ,-isi
bility because of changes in eye adaptation when 
altemateiy looking at areas of v."idely different 
luminances. 

Fig. 2-26. llluminance l.eve!s for Safety• 
t1aza,;1 Fieauir,ng Sl,gr,: H1gn 

v,swa1 De!e-c:10fl 

Normal-:- Ac:,v,ty 
Leve! Low 1-tign Low H,;r: 

lllum,nance Levels 
Lull 54 1, 22 54 
Footcan::Hes 0.5 2 5 

• M,nrmum 111um,nance tar utery of cieoo,e. acsorure m,n,mum at 
anv "'"" ana ar any 1aca11on on any r:111ne wnere utery ,s re1area ro 
Me1ng cond1t1on1 

t Soecial c:ono1t10ns ffiJIY reauire ditteren1 111um,nance le,,.1$. In 
SOl"lf cases n1911e, 1eve1s may oe rea,,irea as to, eaamo,e """ere 
HCunry ,s a facto~. In some oir,e, t:.1.se1 greatly reaucec:1 1eve11. 
1nc1ua,ng tora1 01r11ness. may oe necnsa,y. a,ee1hc111y ,n s11ua11on1 
mvo,v,n; 1T1J1nut1c1ur1ng. nanahng. use. or arocess,ng ot ligl'!l-sens,
ln,e ma1eria1s 1no1a01y ,n connecuon w,,~ onoro0racn1c oroouc:tsl In 
tnew 1111u111on1 anernare mernoos ot insuring sate oi,er111ons mus1 
De r~uea ucor. 

Note: See saec:1hc a001,car,0n reoons 01 tne IES tor gu,aeunes 10 
m1n1mum ,llutTunances tor sa•er,· C)· area 

Illumination E,·:i!u:ition. Al:hvu:!h thE:
proper ql;ality and quantity of illumir:atfon :n.'.ly 
be designed for saiery in an area. it is nE:-c:tssary 
to know whe:her the design :nE:-:?ts requfrtments. 
A standard procedure. titled ··How to Make a 
Lighting Sur.-ey," 34 has been dtvelt-ped in co
optration with the U.S. Public Htai~h St-rvice. 
This standard procedure is recomrr:tndtd for ~se 
in surveys of lighting for s.1fety. 

.EMERG~NCY LIGHTING 

Consideration should be gi...-en to emergency 
lighting needs early in the planning stages of a 
building. Consultation between the owner and.' 
or occupier of the premises. the architect. the 
lighting designer, the utility. and others con
cerned. should be arranged when. or perhaps 
before. the normal lighting planning is discussed. 
The installation contractor should be made 
aware of emergency lighting requirements at the 
earliest possible time. 

Definitions. The follo'lll.-ing definitions are 
given for the terms used in this sec::ion: 

Emergency lighting: Lighting pro,;ded for use 
when the power supply for the normal lighting 
fails. to ir.sure that escaoe routes can be eff ec
ti,·elv icier::ified and used. · 

£~it: A way out of the premises that is in
tended to be useci at any time while the premises 
are occupied. 

Emergenc::v e.zit: A way out of the premises 
that is intended to be used only during an emer
gency. 

Escape route: A route from a point inside the 
premises to an exit or emergency exit. 

Sormal lighring: All permanently installed 
electric lighting normally useci when the prem
ises are occupied. 

. Guides for the follo'IA."ing are :1or pro,;ded here 
but are defined so :hat they are dearly excluded 
from this section. 

Sa;et_,· lighting: That pan of emergency light
ing that is pro,;ded to insure the safety of work
ers ha...,ing to remain at work when the normal 
lighting fails. 

Standby lighting: That part of emergency 
lighting that is sometimes pro,;ded to enable 
normal activities to continue. 

Basic requirements for escape lighting are 
specified by federal codes and frequently are 
strengthened by local codes. The material that 
follows refers only to emergency lighting \\;thout 
regard for the type or location of the emergency 
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2-46 LIGHTING S'r'STE'.1 D£3:GN CONSiC£.~ATICNS 

power. which :n3y be emergency motor dri,·en 
generators. central battery systems. central in
verter systems. unit inverters or unit equipment. 

Emergency lighting is specified by the Life 
Saiecy Code (NFPA 101135 co be necessary in 
certain interiors where peopie work or meet. in 
order to enable :hem to le3ve the interior saie:y 
in the e•:enc that an emergency situation arises 
due to the failure of the normai power. Refe:-
ences to that code. as well as any enscing local 
codes. should be made at all times. 

Design Requirements for Emergenc:1 
Lighting. 

'Wben the normal lighting oi an occupied build
ing fails. irresoec:ive of the cause. the emer2encv 
ligncing is requm~d to fulfill the ioilo";ng ·nm~
tions: 
1. Indicate clearly and unarr.bi~.10usly the es
caoe routes. 
2. ·Pro\;de illumination and a corrJ·ortin~ visual 
environ.'?lent along the esc.:ipe routes sufficient 
to facilitate safe movement along !hem toward 
and through the exits and emerger.cy exits pro
-.;ded. 
3. Permit reach· identification of all fire alar.n 
call points and· firefighting equipment provided 
along the escape routes under emergency lighting 
conditions. 

Escape Route Indication. Signs are required 
to be illuminated in time of emergency to insure 
that from any point within the premises an es
cape rouce can be easily identified and followed 
in an emergency. 

All normal e:tits should be illuminated at all 
times when the premises are occupied. This light
ing should. practically speaking. be e::nernal to 
the exit .signs ,heI?"..sel\'eS. 

Where direct .sight of an exit or emeriency exit 
is not possible, a dir~i.::ional sign or series of signs 
should be pro,.;ded. They shoulc be so placed 
that a person following them ww be progressed 
toward the nearest exit or e.mer:encv exit. 

Exit signs ::annot be counceci· on to be \·isible 
to many people :it distances of rr.ore th:in 30 
meters (100 feetl, ar.d should not be- e:mec:ed to 
be visible at longer incer,ab on lon°5 escape 
routes. 

Illumination of Exit Si!:,YTIS. E1thc-r of th~ 
foiiuwing me~horis or' illu:im:~::cr. rr.:iy :,e ust-,i: 
t:11 bmµs t.'~:er:1:J.1 to tht: ,1~:1 Jnd th, bm~s 
conra1r:-:-c ·.,·1th1r. ~!.•.· s1:.;:1.· It :.~ n.:c.:omr:,E:ndt:<i 
,h,H th~· :-r:e~:10c of tllum1:1at:on of e>.:1 ;;,;:1:; 

desc:ibed under (bi be used withir. an·, ·area 
where che normal lighting may be dei:o~rately 
dimmed or exting,.Jished. e.g., places of ence~ain
ment. 

In the event oi failure of the suooiv to the 
normal lighting, escape route signs sh~~d receive 
the power needed for illumination from the emer• 
gency lighting supply. Power for exit sig!lS shouid 
be uns\\;tched or have the switch accessible oniv 
co authorized personnel. · 

Visual Impact and Legibility oflntemally 
Illuminated Signs. Impact and legibility or exit 
signs are de?endent upon luminance. size. view
ing distance. contrast. positioni"lg :mci unifor.r.
ity. 

Luminance: Where codes enst. an illuminance 
of 54 lu.~ 15 footcanciles1 on che face of the sign is 
usually specified. IDuminance is an inappropriate 
parameter for internally illuminated si~.s. C.ir
rently research is being done along this line. but 
a ·luminance of 7 to 10 candelas per square meter 
12 to 3 footlamber..sl on the lighted area of the 
sign seems to be a reasonable level and pararr.e• 
ter. because it appears to be adequate under 
emerg';!nc:: lighting conditions. is me:isunhle. 
and provides better contrast uncer normal !.ig:n. 

Size: Leners must have ac least a 19-miilime
ter w.-inchl \\;de stroke and :nust be at leas, 150 
millimeters 16 inches) high. 

Vieu·ing distance: In an emergency, an e:rit 
sign should not be e:tpected to be useful at a 
distance greater than 30 meters '100 feetl. 

Contrast: Once other parameters have been 
met, this is a remaining important parameter. 
See luminance above. Transilluminaced letters 
usually provide the best visibility. Color of letters 
is not an important point, so long as adequate 
light and contrast are provided. There seems to 
be little differentiation between dark letters on 
light background or illuminated llightl letters on 
dark or opaque background. Contrast is the im
portant consideration. 

Positioning: The location of the emergency 
exit sign will usually be determined by the desir
able location under normal power conditions 
since, e:<cepc for emergency e:cits, emergency exit 
signs m:irk the loc:icion of normal e:<it doors. 

Uniiormit_v: The exit .sign face should be uni
formly lighted, ";ch a variation of not more ~han 
a factor of 2 above or below the average le•:el 
ove:- the lettered area. 

All e:-cic signs in a collective area should h~ oi 
a simibr color and design. as an a,c to reuc:.
iuer. tiiica C ion. 

E.K:rrnally Illu:ninated Exit Signs. E:xte~
n:ally ill•.!minate~ ~x1c s1g1;!:' vu1 so ;:ec:tly 1r. 
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ciesien. ma~eri.'.11. color and printin~ that stand
ards-are difficult to establish. NFPA 101 requires 
5-4 lux 15 footcandlesl on the face of the ,;ign. 
However. consideration must be given to con
trast. glare. veiling reflecr~1nce. as well as relia
bility of the emergency power source for the 
external light. but the minimum letter size must 
adhere to that given above. 

Egress Route Emergency Illumination 

DJuminance. The horizc>ntal illuminance of 
any escape route should be not less than I per 
cent of the average pro'l.ided by the normal light
ing. with a minimum avera1~e of 5 lu.x [0.5 foot
candle J at floor level. 

Illuminance Uniformity. IDuminance uni
formity is more easily achievi!d by using a gTeater 
number of lamps "'ith lower .light output than by 
emplo~ing a lesser number of more widely spaced 
units with hi.izher lie-ht outnut. 

A u1Ufo!"!nity r:itio (E~/E....,,) of up to 20:l 
along the center line of an e!;cape route is desir
able for safe movement. A value of 40:l should 
not be exceeded. 

Visibility of Hazards. By itself. illuminance 
is not a sufficient criterion of visibilit\·. since it 
refers only to the light falling on a s~riace and 
not the amount reflected bac.k to the eve. Lumi
nance is realh· the onlv relevant mu.slire. 

It is recommended that all potentiai obsuuc
tions or hazards on an escape route be light in 
color "'-ith contrasting surroundings. Such haz. 
ard.s include the nosinn of stair treads. barriers 
and walls at right angles tel the direction of 
movemen~ 

In restricted areas such as corridors. light-col
ored decoration throughout is an advantage and. 
under emergency conditions. prominent vertical 
surf aces can assist considerably in defining the 
escape route. 

Location o( Egress Luminaires. A lumi
naire should be pro\icied for e·ach exit door and 
emergency exit door and at points where it is 
necessary to emphasize the position of potential 
hazards. sufficient to light that area to a level of 
30 lux [3 footcand.les). 

The floor area to be so liJhted should be a 
square at the threshold of the point egress 
that is double the width of the ·eaess oo · g, or 
equal to the ""-idth of the corridor. whic.. '.T JS 

less. Illuminance measurement should be i.i,, the 
horizontal. 

Examples of such areas are: 
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l. Inter.sec:ion of c;.,:-ridors. 
2. Abrupt changes of dire=~ion of :ht- e~:::i~ path. 
3. Staircases. Each fl1::ht of ~tair.::: .fr,ouic :E:-c~1ve 
dirt-ct li;:ht. ~ 
4. Other chan;;es of floor ]e'✓e} :~at m:!y consti
tUtE: a h~rd. 
5. Outside each exit and emerge:1cy E:Xit, and 
close to it. 

Additional lamps. as required. shouid be lo
cated so as to ensure that the !i;hting throughout 
the escape routes complies with the recorr.men
dations for minimum illuminance and illumi
nance uniformity given above. 

Windowless offices occupied by less than five 
people normally should not require emergency 
lighting, pro'l.ided proper escape route light exisu 
in the corridor. 

Handicapped people and other special situa
tions could be an exception. 

A room nominally occupied by fh·e or more 
people and not otherwise requiring emergency 
light. should have an illuminance at the door 
equal to the egress route. or a giass paneled door. 
t; naer these circumstances. solid doors should 
be avoided. 

IDumination of Fire Alarm Call Points 
and Fire Fighting EquipmenL Fire alarm call 
points and fire fighting equipment pro\-ided 
along escape routes should be illuminated either 
b_y emergency lighting or by nonr.al electric light• 
ing or daylight at all times while the premises are 
occupied. 

Length of Time an Emergency Lighting 
System Should Operate Without 
Recharging 

The time required to e\·acuate a premise will 
depend upon its size and complexity but it should 
normally be possible to complete an orderly evac
uation. even of the !arge.s: premises. in less tilan 
one and one half hours. An owner. arcrutec~. or 
engineer, may agree that a lesser time is accept
able. 

With battery operated emergency lighting. ad
equate light must be provided v.;thout the bat
tery voltage dropping below 57½ per cent ofrated 
voltage v.;thin the required ti.'Tle. 

1n an emergency. evacuation times may be 
considerabh· increased: for exa..-nole. some of the 
escape rouies may have been ~ut off. injured 
people may ha\·e to be found and possibly g1ven 
on-the-spot medical treatment. etc. The time for 
which escape li~hrin~ is requ:.red to operate "'-ill. 
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The City of New York 
Department of Buildings 

DIRECTIVE 37-1967 

To: Borough Superintendents 

FROM: Julius W. Schneider 
Director of Operations 

Date: 

Subj.: 

October 13, ·1967 

Exit Signs in Facto~ies 
Section 272, Labor Law 

Section 272 of the Labor Laws has been amended so as to require 
that exit signs required in factories be legible and visible in 
accordance with requirements established by the State of New York 
Board or Standards and Appeals, instead of in letters not less than 
S inches in height, and strike out provisions for red lights over 
such signs. 

Section 666 of the New York City Charter stipulates that the New 
York City Board or Standards & Appeals shall have the power to 
make rules and regulations for enforcement of those provisions of 
the Labor Law which relate to buildings within the city, which 
shall take the place of the Industrial Code and of any rules and 
regulations of the Department of Labor of the State of New York 
relating to the same subject matter. 

The requirements for exit signs in factories was reviewed with 
Chairman Glass, New York City Board of Standards & Appeals, and 
it was decided that pending any official promulgation or specific 
rules by the Board, that such exits signs shall continue to be 
required to have letters not less than 8 inches high, and shall 
continue to have red lights over such signs. 

Signed 

Julius Schneider 
Director of Operations 
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DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS 

EXJ;Cl!TIVE OFFICES 
60 HUDSON STR.£ET, NEW YORK, NY 10013 

CHARLES M SMITH, Jt, R.A .. Commwioncr 

March 28, 1988 

Mr. Peter F. Oddo, Jr. GEORGE E. BERGER, P.E. 
Assistant Commissioner 
Building Construction 

Peter F. Oddo, Jr., Architect 
3309 Richmond Avenue 
Staten Island, N.Y. 10312 

Dear Mr. Oddo: 

RE: Emergency Exit Lights 

Your letter, dated March 15, 1988 to Commissioner Smith, has 
been forwarded to my office for review and response. 

Section 27-381 requires exit lighting in exits and their access 
facilities in all occupancies. This section requires exit 
lighting in the pa~h of egress and not in general occupied floor 
area. This secti•::m also exempts dwelling uni ts in a multiple 
dwelling. 

Whereas Section 27-382 requires emergency exit lighting in new 
buildings in all occupancies and in existing buildings in 
certain occupancy when more than four lights are required in a 
building. Furthermore this section does not require emergency 
exit lighting in existing buildings classified in occupancy 
group .J-2. 

GEB:NTP:lg 

__.....,.E::....;~-"'\\.W 
-George E. Berger, 
Assistan Commission 

cc: Commissioner Charles M. Smith Jr., R.A. 
Deputy Commissioner Cornelius F. Dennis, P.E. 
Deputy Commissioner Stewart P. O'Brien 
Executive Engineer Irving Polsky, P.E. 
Borough Superintendents 
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OAm: 

SDBJECT: 

DEPARTMENT OF BL'ILDINGS 

EXECl'"Tt\"E OFFICES 
68 Hl"DSO:"i STREET. :'iEW YORK. :'oi. Y. IOOIJ 

Rl"DOLPH J. Rl!IIALDI. Coiamiaioaer GEORGE C. S,UCONA. P.E. 
Depiary Comiaassioner 

T ecllnical Affairs 
1212) Jl2-8UO 

Bucuugh SUperintendents 

George 'C. ~, P.E~f /l/J ~h-rv 
Deputy CamoMJaier ~ 
April 10, 1991 

~ EXIT LIGllrS IN REJi MDLfiPLE ~ 

The requirements of Section 27-381(a) regarding exit lighting are 
not applicable to dwelling units, however they are applicable to 
the exits and their access facilities (corridors and public halls) 
in buildings classified as J-2. 

GCS:NTP:cn 
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! 
•· 

-

" l!- r,-"J' ... --··-·,- ..... ,~1~-1•T1n,u HOUSl~lG A~u. &.lt"it.L\;r,;1a:.iH iUH7illl .)I " u,1 

DEptARTMEHT OIP ■UILDINC:S 

OIRfCTIVf l9 o~ 19i5 

DEPAITM£NT'Al MEMORANDUM DAT£: August 28, 19i5 

·TO:. · Borou£1h Superintendents . 

ROM: Themas V. Burke, P. E., Director of Cperctions 

lo~I Low 15/73 and Wire Insulation 

The following wire insulations are to be acceptable for use where tenon, or 
its equivalent! is specified in Local Law IS/73 •. .-

.1. . Teflon insulated cop~r cor,ducton • 1in9!e c:- t\•,•::ted p:::irs, · 
shielded pairs or unshie_Jded po~r, made into c:i cable. These conc'-;fc.~ 
to be mode into a coble, covered wif'1 a fibreglass woven overwrap -end 
c~ cL•t~r ia,:k•t ,,f minimum 25 Mil Teflon. This outer iacket to be 
cc,:ora:! r:::: c: • .: i:!~::Hfied ''For Fire Ale~ Servi=:". P.cted for UL iSSO 
style. 

2. Teflon insulated copper conducton - single end or twisted pairs 
without further overwrap shall be installed in exis,.ing o:-. new approved 
n,.etollic rocewoys. The insulaHon shall conform to Mil. SFe.c. Wic5i8 
Type KK. minimum size wire guoge is lio ~wg. inc: ·ml or .;or,du?t c-r 
E.M. T. shall conform to the N. Y.C. Electrical Code Anicie 5-bSt-.:i.C 
Table 2. 

.3. Silicone Nbber conductors with O gloss broid overwrcp in cc;,le 
fonn and o suitable outer Ja~ket of Silicone Ru!,ber colored red and 
marked •for Fire Alarm Service". This coble is to be constructe:i to 
-UL 1330 style choracteristic:s, i.e.,•600V, breakdown test, .etc., c:\d. 
be op;,roved for use. 

4. When designed for elevator interlock use, Silico:ie ~cl:>e·r wire 
will be designated "SF-2 Silicone Rubber,-with a glass braid", enc 
lhall l?e approved by the Bureau of Gos and Electricity. SF-2 $ilicone 
Rubber with a glass braid shall be ecceptohle in addition .to the 
conductors called for in Section 830-166.0 oncf-conductor 1ize shall 
conform to the requirements.of Article 22 of-the N. Y.C;Electricol 
Code. 

. . 
.. 

. · .. 
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. ~. ·When installirig o cable- system without o m~tallic raceway, 
approved non-n1etallic connectors shClll be used where entering or 
terminating ,~ a metal box or cabinet. 

6. When installing single conductors· or twisted pairs in a melaf 
rocewa~ the conductors shall hove c 6 11 sleeve or tape applied ovtr 
the cor.:luctor, grouped into a cable wnert! visible at a pull box or 
termination cabin~t. The ta;:,e or sleeve shall be heat shrinkc::>le 
for~ close fit and be red and marlced "for Fire Alarm Service" in 
Cl controstins color. 

. . 

The wire insulations specified above are acceptable to the Bureau oF G::s 
a ..... ~ r•- ... t.!L.. ,__., &!..,. c: ... n .. -..._ .... c• .,.11 - ~ tft• "•"'--t af • ..., .,,e-..••• .. ••t.••.__ ••..., •••• .... r'~••••• .. ••• • ••••• •-• ·• .• L" 1 ..,.--JTTI'I."!'•• 

·Buildinss. 
•. 

TV!:JWS:ASR 

ec: Co,r.n1. Welsh 
Dep. Canm. Jenkins 
Asst. C'.omm. Parascondola. 
Executive Staff 
Fire Department 
Industry 

• 

.· ,.J...-,, 
• 

DirectDr of Operations 
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·rom: 'rho:it:s \'. Burke 
1 

Direct.or or Bnildint Construction 

' , 
l , .. ~, ;: :;i~·;; ~ ~ '°' ~:~·:, 

J; nut ry 6 l <)(-·, - - . . . - '·-- -----
S\,!.ijcc~: f.lcclric H<.:c,1.iiit: o; ·l"cnc:n.:.nt:, 

z;nc"i Convcrt.e;n I:\-icllin~s. 
D26-J. lo ;,~T~.i n. Cnc' e . 
13';..:o-;>. ~, su be. I. J.01,1 i.n. CCld c 

It i::: provlcco in recticm D~6-J.l0 Ad1:,!.r1irt.r;.tivc Cooc, thc,t. cc:1~rc.lly ~uµplic~ r.~:it 
be r~ovitcd in tenc~~~ts 8nd converted d~cllincs. 

In S!·ct.ion D26-2.~, su~ividon 4 of the ,·,omini-51,rtttiYc Coe;~, ccntrc.lly su;.,plirC'. hc:-it. 
i~ ad'inr:cl ,1:; her\t ":hich is suf!'ici1;.nt to li1iiint.E.in t.l.c r.;inir:nu:\ t.em?crc.turcr. re:c-;uirc•o 
by the p.ovision:3 or the: ~nni tcry code end "·M.ch is !'urr.ir:hcd fror.t e ccnt:-t1l ~ource 
.Jf w:,ply "·hi ch is a;,prov<:rl by the de:>t rt'llen t l! s consi :;t.cn t, ,,.-i th the r9e;ui rc.me:n t.:; of 
Eftfcty tnd her.1th. 

The instillc.tion or electric hcati:,~ e~uiptlC;nt ea<.'iuotc 1..o pro·ricc the rc:Cjuirrd hc1-.t, 
•holl be f.F)provcd e:.s in conf'orm~ncc ,,:i th the forcGoinG provi::;lon~, provided, 

l. The entire rcsioentif.l portion of the tencr~ent or convcrtcn d\1cllin~ -.:nG 
veccnt during the instE.llation or the clcctr-ic,,l her. ting sy::;t.em. 

· 2. The cor.:plete clcctriclll hce.t.ine syztu:i is inst&ll£:r1 throuchout the bu1lc
foc prior to occuor.ncy, and is located entirely within the bullc11ne. 

). J.. ccntrf.l control poncl is provickc \.:here the service cnt£r:; the builoine. 

/.. All loiirinc, he&t1ng fixtures encl controls ere proviced by the o,:ner. 

i-~erc tl-11? inste.llE.t!.on conforr:u; to these re<;uirerients, clcc":.ric m~tc-rs til~Y he instc.ll
e.4 fer cc.ch cportmcn t. 

The con·:crsion of existing ccntrnl heating ~yst~i:",S tn elcdricr,l her.tin~ in tenc.:r,c:.t!:i 
nnd co!werted dwellines shall not be pemi ttcci c,:cc>pt unccr the c.bove cone i tion s. 

F.lectricc.l he~ting r.,a7 be instcllcd in new buildings e.nc oi:hcr bu!.lciings thr.t tre not 
t~ncments or converted ~~ellings. 

TVB/df 

CC: Comm. Mocrciler 
t·cp. Cor,:is. Ferre.,, Dhr.:cnd 
J.sst .• Co;:-.ns. U:-i~cr, N2rv&r.z, Debrot 
Cir. cf Ops. ~chncicer 
Cir. o!' liousine Riley 
~ir. or Invczti&~tions Colon 
~pee. Asst. Meyer 
rxcc. F.n"r. Minkin _· .... ~----.. ~~··--·--- --

'fnc,;::,.s V. B•..:r~c 
Director of D·Jildinc 
Construction 

Sr. Er.gr ~fkona 
Ch'. In:;p Conr,tr.-O~s. ordner 
Constr. In~p. L. Cl~rke 
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UtfAKJMt.NT OF BUILDINGS 

Dl,AITMfNTAl MEMOIANDUM DATE: March 17, 1961 

TO: BOROUGH SUPERINTENDENTS 
FROM: 

Deput}' Commissioner Irving E. Minkin, r. U. 
SUBJECT: 

EMERGENCY LIGHTING 
---------------------------. 

Commissioner Fruchtman' s mcmor:inuum of P'ebruary 19, 1981 which 
indicated typical cmer~cncy l4thting types and locations which conform 
with the rt.-c1uircmc11t~ of Lot:.ll I ~w 4 l/7X with r<.:ganl to emc~ency 
Ughti~·(as dctuilcu in Directive No. 5/79) is mouified by the following: 

1. All amem.led P.A. plans wllich were upproved by the department 
prior to the date of saiu memo shall be reviewed in the course of 
inspections to ascci-Qin whether the inst.ill:ition is in subst:intial 

· compllnncc with the typic:il byouts rcfcrrt."t.l to :ibove. 

2. If the requirements of the typical layuw:s arc. not substantially 
complied with, the P.A. permit i~ to be renewed nonetheless, but the 
Inspcaors arc to have the layouts brought to your :ittcntion for a deter
mination asto whether the t!cvi.:tion requires additional units. If you 
-determine adc.lition11l wtits are rcquirc<.l, ti letter is to be sent to a 
responsible party, rcquirit1; such lnstalhltion to be completed prior to 
the next annual P.A. inspection; am.I, auvi~i~ the proprietor to file an 
amcnc.JcJ P.A. pl."ln reflect!~ the aJuitionill ~lltil'lt to be installed in 
accord'lncc with your Llctcrmlnations. 

3. You should exercise your discretion to uecermine the degree of com -
plimtct.• With Local I ~1w 41/7R with rt:~anl to the lo~"ltions nnd s~-ici~ 
of lamps, but you shoukl ilttcmpt to :iuhcrc to the requirements of the 
enclosures with the memorandum of February 19th, (2 lamps battery 
pack and 3 l:lmps battery pack. I lowcvcr, incrc~sed illumination levels 
with tha existing number of 1:imps, or the like should be considered). 

~-.L-P--~ 
Irvin/ E. Minkin, P. E. 
nepucy Commissioner 

IL::M:.1p 
cc: Commissioner Fruchtm.in 

Deputy Commis~ioncr r-.irnsc:im.lola 
A ssist .. 111t Commissiom.:r I )cnni:-i 
E:,ccutivc sc:iff 

•• 
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

DEPARTMENT OF B-UILDINGS 

DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM DATE: May 11, 1978 

TO: Borough Superintendents 

FROM: Philip E. Olin, P. E., Acting Director of Operations 

SUBJECT: Solar Energy Installations 

A. Solar Domestic Hot \'later Retrofit Installations 

1. Generally, complex or extensive installations must 
be :filed by a registered architect or a licensed professional 
engineer. 

2. An exception to the requirement that a registered 
architect or licensed professional engineer be required to 
file the appropria~e application (Building Notice, with P & D 
specification sheet"} for a solar domestic hot water retrofit 
installation, may be authorized under the following conditions: 

a. The application is filed by either the owner or a 
licensed master plumber authorized by the owner. 

b. ~e area of' the solar collectors is at least ten 
sq. ft. in area, but weighs not more than 200 lbs. including 
the supporting roof structure. 

c. The collectors are supported by at least four support
ing members, with no supporting load or reaction greater than 
50 lbs. 

d. The load distribution at the point of contact of the 
supporting members with the roof boards does not result in a 
load exceeding 25 psf. 

e. The collector material and immediate supports are to 
be of incombustible material. 

f. All plumbing work is done by a licensed master plumber, 
pursuant to a plumber's statement filed with either the Build
ing Notice application or a Plumbing Repair Slip supplementing 
the Building Notice. 

If any of the :foregoing requirements in items a through 
d. are not complied with, then only an Alteration or Building 
Notice application filed by a licensed professional engineer 
or registered architect is acceptable. 
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DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS 

EXECUTIVE. OFfl~ 
60 HUDSON ~'TIU.ET, NEW YORK, NY 10015 

CHARLES M. SMITH, Jt, ILA .. Commiuioner 

Mr. David Mozur 
Cosentini Associates 
Two Pennsylvania Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10121 

February 18, 1988 
GEORGE. E. BERGER, P.E. 

Re: 650 Madison Avenue 
Manhattan 

Assistant Commissioner 
Building Construction 

Location of Automatic Tcansfer Switch 

Dear Mr. Mozur: 

Your reguest in a letter, dated February 8, 1988 to reconsider the 
location of automatic transfer switch as presently installed in the 
fire pump room has been reviewed by this office. 

Rules 3-1.1.3 of the rules and regulations relating to emergency 
power systems, effective April 20, 1988 reguires automatic transfer 
switch, ATS, to be an integral part of the pump controller. However, 
since Section 7-8.3 of NFPA 20-1987 allows ATS in a separate enclosure 
attached to the comptroller, this Department will accept this location 
for ATS provided ATS will be relocated within 90 days. -

This approval shall set the precedent and the above rule will be 
revised accordingly. 

very truly;:#-~ 
~rger,P.~ 
.. Assistant Colllnission!; t. 

2371 
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DF~ARTMENT OF BUILDINGS 

EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
1.20 WAU. STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 1000S 

IRWIN FRUCHTMAN, P.E. Commissioner 
248-8811 

Mr. James Carey 
Bay City Metering Co., Inc. 
266 West 37th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10018 

Dear Mr. Carey: 

December 27, 1 979 

Re: Installation of Electric· Meters 
in Stairwells 

Your letter, addressed to the Executive Engineer, dated December 11 , 
1 979, inquiring as to the legality of' the above, and offering fireproof 
enclosures, which would not encroach on egress, has been forwal"'ded a, me 
for reply. 

Please be advised that although pipes and ducts protected in accordance 
with the requirements of Articles 13 and 1 7, and which do not reduce the 
required clearances of the enclosure may be permitted ln stair enclosures 
by 026-604.8, subsection j of the Adminlstrative Code, it ls the deter
mination of this department that electric meters may not be permitted. 

. You may consider this as yo1.r denlal, lf you wish to appeal to the 
-•- , .:,Board of Standards and Appeals. 

;;:;~ 
Commissioner 

IF:IP:gt 
cc: Dep. Comm. Minkin/ 

Exec. Engr. 
The Borough Superintendents 
Martin Burrell, P.E., Director 
Bureau of Gas & Electricity 
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DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS 

EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
120 WALL STREET. NEW YORK. N. Y. 10005 

CHARLES M. SMITH. Jr .. R. A .. Commissioner 

Mr. John Esposito 
Vice President 
Amoak Electrical Construction Corporation 
63i9 14th Avenue 
Brooklyn, New York 11219 

Re: Ceiling Fixtures 

Dear Mr. Esposito: 

July 22, 1986 

GEOllCiE £. BEllGEa, P .E. 
Assis1an1 Commissioner 
Building Cons1ruc:1ion 
Special Projec:l!I 

Your letter dated July 7th, 1986 to Mr. Sanchez-Gomez of 
the Bureau of Electrical Control of this Department has 
been forwarded to this office for technical review. 

Please be advised that all lighting fixtures installed in 
the suspended ceiling shall be done in accordance with the 
requirements of Section 5.3 of the Reference Standard RS 5-16 
of the Building Code. The copy of this section and relevant 
figures are enclosed for your information. 

All borough offices as well as the Bureau of Electrical 
Control is being advised of the above ruling. 

This should resolve any misunderstanding on this matter, 
however, please feel free to contact my office should there 
be any outstanding question. 

GEB:rmr 

Very truly yours, -

<: •-.,( 1 _., 7 e--i ::::;? 
.--· Geor~e E ./Berger, \P .E ./. 

Assistant Commissioner 
Technical Review & Compliance 

cc: Executive Staff 
Borough Superintendents 
Director R. Sanchez-Gomez, ECB 

2112 
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS 

DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM DATE:DL'cernber 12, 1983 

TO: Borough Superintc~dents 

FROM. Joseph M. \v'hiAt1j -· 

SUBJECT Bureau of E ectrical Control support on 
Department of Buildings Vacate Orders 

Effective immediately, the Department of 
General Services,Bureau of Electrical Control and 
the Department of Buildings will interact in 
accordance with the following procedure: 

Upon receipt of a written Stop Work Order, involving 
the illegal conversion of particular premises, 
duly issued by the Department of Buildings ("DOB"), 
the Bureau of Electrical Control ("BEC") will: 

A. Check its files to determine if there is an 
application for electrical work on file for that 
location. If an application is on file, BEC 
will notify the licensed electrical contractor 
to immediately cease work at that location 
until such time as the Stop Work Order is 
lifted by DOB. 

B. If there is no application for electrical work 
on file, BEC will send an inspector to verify 
if any electrical work is being or has been 
done at that location, and if so, BEC will 
proceed as follows: 

1. If BEC determines that an extremely hazardous 
electrical condition exists, BEC will issue 
a violation to the owner a~ an immediate 
order to disconnect to the appropriate 
utility company. 

2. If BEC determines that the electrical 
condition is not extremely hazardous, BEC 
will: 

a. Issue u violation to the owner for not 
causj11g an applicaLion Lo be filed by a 
l i cc 11 ::-; ~_. d e 1 e c L r i c ~it co 11 L r c1 c tor : a 11 d · 

b. Spl'ci Iv a rcaso11,tl,le t. im<! for the owner 
t o c ~• 11 s " a n a p p l i c ..i L i o n L o 1, c p r o p e r l y 
f i l e d h y ..1 l i c c n s e <l e 1 cc L r i c ;1 l c on t r a c t o r ; 
u n cl 
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c. I[ the owner does noL comply wiLhin Lhe 
prescribed time, 13EC wil I issue an 
order to disconnect to the appropriate 
utility company. 

Note: BEC will expedile the usuill timetable 
~etween the issuance of a notice of 
violation and the order to disconnect. 
If, two weeks after a notice of violation 
has been issued, no application has 
been filed, BEC will send the owner an 
order to appear at the offices of BEC 
(call to office) within ten days of the 
order. The "Order to Remedy" notice, 
which usually follows the notice of 
violation, will be omitted.) If the 
owner fails to appear in response to 
the call to office, BEC will issue an 
order to disconnect to the utility 
company. Utility companies, due to their 
involvement, scheduling and coordination 
usually require one (1) month from the 
notice for an actual disconnect. 
The complete timeframe from the violation 
to the disconnect of premises will 
take approximately 54 days, instead 
of the normal 86 days. 
When a multiple dwelling is involved, 
BEC will contact the appropriate City 
agencies to insure that the order to 
disconnect will not cut electrical 
service to the entire building. 

C. If the owner does comply by causing an application 
to be filed by a licensed electrical contractor 
and the Stop Work Order continues to be in effect, 
BEC will: 

1. Advise the licensed electrical conlractor 
that it cannot perform any electrical work 
at the location while the Stop Work Order 

2. 

is in effect and inform it that no certificate 
of inspection will be issued during this period; 
and 

Further inform the lic0nsed electrical contractor 
that in the event it violates this order by 
continuing to perform electrical work at 
the loc~tion, the matter will be r0ferrcd 
to the Licc:1sc> 11uard for JiscipJi11,1ry action 
(licc>nse suspC'nsion, rt•vuc:1tiu11, C'Lc.) 

and i t w i 11 b c fur t h c r s u Ii j e c l t o a c 1· i 1:1 i 11 a l 
summons from the police dcpilrtment; and 
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3) Further inform the licensed clcctricul 
contractor thclt !3EC will not cluthorizc' 
utility co~panics to set meters or cncrgizo 
electrical service at that locution until 
BEC r~ceived written notification from DO~ 
that the Stop Work Order has been lifted. 

It is understood that the Bureau has no ability to 
act in those instances when, upon inspection, it 
determines that no ele~ical work is being or has 
been done at the location, or when the work has 
already been completed by a licensed electrical 
contractor, with the appropriate application on file, 
who was not informed of the Stop Work Order. 

This plan of cooperative action between DOB and BEC 
with respect to Stop Work Orders will be implemented 
as follows. The Borough Office of DOB which origincltes 
the Stop Work Order will promptly deliver to BEC 
a copy of the Stop Work Order and any revocation, 
removal, or termination thereof. BEC will promptly 
transmit to that Borough Office an acknowledgement 
of its receipt of such Stop Work Order. No Stop 
Work Order will be deemed received by BEC until 
such acknowledgement has been received by the 
originating Borough Office. All Stop Work Orders 
transmitted to BEC shoo.d be addressed to: 
Department of General Services, Bureau of Electrical 
Control, Att: Morris Kahme, Room 2337,Municipal 
Building, One Center Street, New York, New York 
10007. All Stop Work Orders transmitted from a 
Borough Office of DOB will clearly indicate the 
person at that office to whom to acknowledgement 
should be sent and who is responsible for monitoring 
all information with respect to Stop Work Orders. 

JMW:mh 

cc: Executive Staff 
Martin Burreil 
Frank Puig 
M a r i o n II J r· v e y 
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