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* |ntroductions (5 min)

* Project Overview (5 min)

« Site Overview (5 min)

« Design Opportunities (5 min)
* Discussion (35 min)
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Project Overview




PROJECT SITE

Project Overview
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OPEN SPACE + DESTINATIONS

Project Overview
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URBAN DESIGN FRAMEWORK
Site Context + Future of 5th
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Rockefeller Center

1 -
006 :
Fifth Avenue > (0)-(O)—e <« (.).;._(. —
3
B =3 \/—l St. Patrick’s Cathedral | =
1 v 3
42 g 5
._'\_"2"_'5_021\!9_"29__.: e'gg e Vg X
8 A3

Grand Central Station

000
o
ra

Park Avenue i N ( _____ Y- @\Q — _) 69 %
B Sl NG &

Lexi | + ﬂ LTI,

exington Avenue t————— @ I———————————————————————a== o-@ ____________ ,K__ ________ 000

Board 5

19345 181S

00

nyc.gov/dot Park Avenue Vision Plan | CB5 Briefing | 1/26/2026 7



PROJECT SITE

Project Area
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PROJECT GOALS

Project Overview

« Affirm Park Avenue's role as New York’s global corridor.
« Create a linear oasis in the heart of Midtown.

« Coordinate with MTA and other agencies to marry surface treatments with
the construction, maintenance, and operations for the train shed roof.



PROJECT SCHEDULE
Project Overview
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w Construction & Development

The Grand Central Terminal train shed is vital for regional access to Manhattan

Approximately 200,000 Metro-North weekday riders rely on the over 100+ year-old Grand Central
Artery for Manhattan service

Hudson Line
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T New Haven
Lines
o

Harlem Line
o %
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Terminal

| FAK AVE NORTHBOUND ROADMAY } STEWALK ' 98% of

Metro-North
riders use
the Grand

Central
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750 daily
GCT trains
are sorted on
a two-level
track layout

*cross section is taken approx. at 48t street where the trainshed has two levels of track
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w Construction & Development

Repairs not keeping up with deterioration rates

Train shed structural framing requires various levels of repair or replacement work to meet State of
Good Repair.
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w Construction & Development

Comprehensive Train Shed Roof Replacement
Park Avenue reconstruction requires work-zone phasing and traffic re-routing

» MTA installing a new, 100-year service life trainshed
roof structure with state-of-the-art waterproofing
membrane to protect the underlying structure from
water infiltration.

e Complete full deck and stringer replacement
within roadway and sidewalks.

e Coordinating with NYC DOT on installation of new
Park Ave medians once streets are reconstructed.
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w Construction & Development

Grand Central Terminal Train Shed — Status of Sector by Sector Roof
Replacement
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In construction E46th Stand Vanderhilt Ave Vornado managed Remaining side streets + Vanderbilt Ave

JPMorgan Chase managed
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PARK AVENUE MEDIANS | 1920- 1930

Site Overview

For 10 years, the Park Avenue medians were spacious open spaces where users could sit and enjoy the landscape.

LEFT: Park Avenue Medians Looking North, Bettman Archives (1927).
RIGHT: Aerial View of the Park Avenue Medians, Bettman Archives (1924).
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PARK AVENUE MEDIANS | TODAY

Site Overview
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EVOLUTION OF MEDIAN DIMENSIONS

Site Overview
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Trainshed roof had yet to be completed For a short period of time, the medians In 1927, the linear park was reduced to a Future designs for Park Avenue will

where today’s buildings along Park were converted into a linear park for Planted area, expanding the street from reintroduce pedestrian access to the
Avenue now exist. During this period, pedistrians to walk through and enjoy. hree to four lanes. medians.

train tracks were exposed as construction
continued. Medians were striped and
unused.
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EXISTING TYPICAL MEDIAN DIMENSIONS

Site Overview
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FUTURE TYPICAL MEDIAN DIMENSIONS

Site Overview
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EXISTING TYPICAL MEDIAN DIMENSIONS

Site Overview
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PUBLIC + PRIVATE SPACES

Site Overview
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GARDENS + LANDSCAPES | STREET LEVEL OVERVIEW

Site Overview
. i
: : .

MADISON AVE

s

1S HL
1S H

1S HL.
1S H16¥
1S H
1s1s
1S AN
1s ades
1S Hlf

1S Hlov

 J— =1 [ ]
VANDERBILT AVE
— =

]
-
-

n

u i
] - i L
é (I CWD @ e ) «  Ne | G R G

E.I } SE ::' """""" :
I [ I (I i | (N R
[ Median N
[ Planted Area - - - @
10 out of the 22 blocks in the project area have garden features. Water Feature
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SITE PLANTING | MEDIANS

Site Overview

» The diversity of existing trees on Park
Avenue is limited by pollution
tolerance, light availability, soil
conditions, and wind tunneling in the
corridor.

+ Trees appear limited in size and age
due to limited available soil volume
and urban conditions.

+ Trees planted in a single-file pattern
perform better due to reduced
competition of sunlight compared to
trees planted in groupings.

* Trees appear to require replacement
after approximately 10 to 15 years.

Trees, lawn, and groundcover on the medians.
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EXISTING TYPICAL MEDIAN TREES

Site Overview
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EXISTING TYPICAL MEDIAN TREES

Site Overview
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SITE PLANTING | MEDIANS

Site Overview

+ Each median features a unique
combination of planting and
design elements.

* The understory planting includes
shrubs and groundcovers, such as
Taxus spp., Liriope spp., and
Vinca minor, complemented by
areas of lawn and seasonal
planting.
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SITE PLANTING | MEDIANS

Site Overview

» Seasonal planting is provided and
maintained by the Fund for Park
Avenue.

« Seasonal plants include tulips,
begonias, and chrysanthemums.

* These flowering annuals are
typically found at the median ends
and in raised pots.

d Pad - D

Summer: Begonias Fall: Chrysanthemum
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EXISTING TYPICAL MEDIAN GROUNDCOVER

o:*l‘\ n\ [Za oY l:l\\ll

C

GCP Pots on Mulch

Liriope + Mulch |

Seasonal planting

GCP pots |

ORI %&\vm|||§W/¢mnn§\w1uuu§\wam =
) ¢ () 7 >
O \ NN VlI\\\\E\‘IIlI\\“i\VlI\\\\E\‘II\\\\\E\ \

Type 1 Type 2
* Lawnin center » Taxus hedge encompassing the
+ Seasonal planting at ends flanked by median with pots along the center

Taxus hedges

Hedge row with seasonal
planting inside

Pea gravel with seasonal
planting and pots
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Liriope & lvy/Vinca |

Lawn along edges

o (= [ —1] )
Type 3 Type 4
* Lawn edge with a mix of seasonal » Concrete paver border with seasonal
planting, groundcover, and row of planting and pea gravel.
hedges.
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Design Opportunities




VEGETATION +
SOIL MEDIA

PROJECT CONSIDERATIONS

Infrastructure
Wy
+  Design will need to coordinate the complex A L ol e
layers which make up Park Avenue. 3; H t
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reconstruction and Park Avenue restoration ‘: \ H 0
will be a major consideration. FouNETaN \ Iy H \ /—‘ROADBED+SIDEWALK
»  Other considerations include MTA s |

subsurface + surface infrastructure,
circulation needs, adjacent building
requirements, and overall design vision.

TRAINSHED ROOF

TRAINSHED

/’ STRUCTURE
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PROJECT CONSIDERATIONS
Design Approach

» Bespoke block by block design vs.
corridor wide vision.

* Interim design conditions for long term
train shed reconstruction project.




PROJECT CONSIDERATIONS

Landscape Maintenance, Seating + Dwelling Space
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PROJECT CONSIDERATIONS

Materials, Programming + Concessions

al diagram for disc
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PROJECT CONSIDERATIONS
Security, Lighting + Utilities
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EXISTING WORK
Sector 1 Design: Ken Smith Workshop
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Discussion




DISCUSSION
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Next Steps




NEXT STEPS

Park Avenue Vision Plan

We want to hear from you!

L& Scan the QR code or visit SE=s

 bit.ly/ParkAveSurvey to
take the digital survey.

To learn more about the project, visit the project website: nyc.gov/parkavenue
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Thank You!

Questions?
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