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COURT SQUARE PEDESTRIAN IMPROVEMENTS
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PROJECT BACKGROUND

• Following the 2001 rezoning, Long 
Island City increased density of 
both jobs and residences

• Public infrastructure upgrades 
were needed to meet the new 
demands for walking trips and 
open spaces

• DOT began exploring Public Realm 
improvements in the Court Square 
Area to meet this growing demand
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AREA CONTEXT

• Many past DOT projects 
and upcoming work in 
the area

• Additional projects from 
OneLIC rezoning plan
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PROJECT TIMELINE

• 2019:
October: Merchant Outreach
October: On Street Outreach

• 2020:
November: Virtual Stakeholder 
Engagement including LIC Partnership, 
CB2 Chair, CM,  MoMA PS1
December: Virtual Public Workshops, 
one midday and one evening

• 2021:
• February: Virtual Workshops, one 

midday and one evening



More greenery

More public space

Shorter pedestrian crossings

More seating

More bike amenities

Other

There is nothing to improve

More pedestrian circulation space

Which of following would improve Court Square?

6

OUTREACH TAKEAWAYS

“Draw your Route” activity from on street outreach shows 
concentration of trips along Thomson Ave and Court Square 
West

 Vehicles failing to yield

 Heavy vehicular traffic

 Speeding vehicles

 Vehicles illegally parking (doubling parking, parking…

 Cyclists failing to yield to pedestrians

 Cyclists running stop lights/stop signs

 Cyclists biking in the wrong direction

 Pedestrians crossing outside of marked crosswalks

Which of the following are traffic safety concerns for you, when 
traveling as a pedestrian on Court Sq?
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MAJOR MOVES

Increase pedestrian space 
along key corridors used by 
pedestrians

Create pedestrian focused 
core around park (under 
reconstruction through separate DPR 
project)

Shift traffic to larger arterial 
that has broader 
connections to LIC

Improve and add new 
crossings to increase 
circulation
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MAJOR MOVES

• Project will convert Thomson Avenue 
between 44th Drive and Jackson Avenue 
to one way westbound

• Eastbound Thomson today sees ~180 
vehicles in the peak hour, southbound 
44th Drive sees ~460 vehicles in the 
peak hour

• Two southbound travel lanes can 
accommodate the expected 640 
vehicles

• Circulation changes create room for 
additional pedestrian space and reduce 
vehicular volumes near primary open 
space
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COURT SQUARE PEDESTRIAN IMPROVEMENTS



PROJECT OBJECTIVES
• Pedestrian Safety Improvements

• Long Island City’s Core Downtown

• Court Square Subway Station (7, G, E, and M lines)

• MTA Bus Routes

• New Public Space

• Modernize Local Street Network

• Upgrade Water Main and Sewer Lines
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AGENCY COORDINATION
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• NYCDOT

• Roadway Design

• Street Lighting

• Traffic Signals

• Pedestrian Plaza

• NYCDEP

• Sewer and Watermain Reconstruction

• Stormwater Management Practices

• NYC Parks

• Trees

• Court Square Park

• NYCDDC

• Envision

• MTA Buses

• Rebuilding Bus Stops

• NYCT

• Construction over Subway

• Adjacent NYC Transit Subway Projects

• NYC Mayor’s Office

• LL41 Climate Resiliency Pilot Program



Jackson Ave at Court Square West

COURT SQUARE WEST SHARED STREET
• Jackson Ave to approx. Midblock

• Prioritize Pedestrian Movements

• Raise Road, Eliminate Standard Gutter 
Line

• Install Detectable Warning Units

• Enhance Roadway Delineation

• Concrete Pavement Surface

• Upgrade all Non-ADA Compliant Ramps
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COURT SQUARE WEST SHARED STREET
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COURT SQUARE WEST SHARED STREET

Typical Roadway Section Court Square West (Looking North) – Raised Shared 
Street

Existing Roadway Section Court Square West 
(Looking North)



PEARSON STREET MEDIAN CUT-THROUGH
• Pearson St at Jackson Ave

• New Signalized Pedestrian Access

• Connect Subway Station to Points South

• Improve Pedestrian Safety

• Upgrade all Non-ADA Compliant Ramps
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Jackson Ave at Pearson St, looking south



PEARSON STREET MEDIAN CUT-THROUGH
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Thomson Ave at Court Square East, looking southeast

THOMSON AVE CURB EXT./PUBLIC SPACE
• Thomson Ave between Jackson Ave and 

44th Drive

• Raised Crosswalk at intersection of 
Thomson Ave and Court Square E

• New Pedestrian crossings across 
Thomson Ave at the intersections of 
Court Square E and 44th Drive

• Increase Pedestrian Space adjacent to 
Court Square Park

• Widen Sidewalks and change traffic to a 
One-Way Street

• Upgrade all Non-ADA Compliant Ramps
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D

THOMSON AVE
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STORMWATER MANAGEMENT
• Proposed Right of Way Concrete Top 

Infiltration Basins

• Pearson Street

• Thomson Avenue

Infiltration Basin with Concrete Top
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DEP SCOPE OF WORK
• Sewer Upgrades within DOT full depth 

reconstruction project limits

• Watermain Upgrades

• Watermain work within DOT project limits along 
Thomson Ave, Jackson Ave, and Court Square W. will be 
replaced along with full depth pavement reconstruction

• Watermain work along 44th Drive, Jackson Ave, 23rd 
Street, and 45th Ave will be replaced with standard 
trench restoration

• Watermain work along Court Square W., Court Square E., 
and Pearson Street will be replaced with standard trench 
restoration, but pavement will be resurfaced

• Replace any lead surface lines

• Repair or upgrade any damaged catch 
basins



CONCEPTUAL URBAN DESIGN PLAN
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CONCEPTUAL URBAN DESIGN PLAN: THOMSON 
AVENUE
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CONCEPTUAL THOMSON AVE CROSS SECTION
• Thomson Ave between Jackson Ave and 

44th Drive

• Increase Pedestrian Space adjacent to 
Court Square Park

• Suspended pavement cells holding 
uncompacted soil expand the rootzones 
of new curb line trees but also connect 
back to existing trees, allowing both rows 
to grow larger canopies for greater 
evapotranspiration and shade, thereby 
helping mitigate future heat island effect.
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Thomson Ave at Court Square East, Raised Crosswalk Cross-Section
Designed in coordination withLL41 Climate Resiliency Pilot Program



PROJECT SUSTAINABILITY 
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Goal: Project improves public amenities and enhances community vitality identified as 
issues or concerns during community outreach.

Goal: Project provides opportunities for stakeholders to be involved in decision 
making and seeks feedback.

Goal: Bidding documents offer a financial incentive to encourage implementation of 
sustainable construction practices.

Goal: Project addresses climate resiliency by dramatically increasing tree canopy and 
sustainably managing stormwater.

PROJECT SPECIFIC SUSTAINABILITY GOALS



TENTATIVE PROJECT MILESTONES

Estimated timelines are 

subject to change as project is 

still in design.

 

2024 – Preliminary Design Completion

Fall 2026 – Design Completion

Winter 2026 – Contract Award

Summer 2027 – Construction Start



COMMUNITY IMPACTS

&

WHAT TO EXPECT



COMMUNITY IMPACTS

o Pedestrian/sidewalk access will be maintained

o Temporary street closures and/or limited access may be necessary

o Will monitor operations and compliance with DEP noise code

o Sidewalk and/or loading dock access from the curb may be temporarily restricted, 

coordination will be arranged

o Parking may be temporarily restricted during construction

o If trash pick up is affected, field office will work with sanitation department

o Rodent survey will be performed and rodent control stations will be installed



COMMUNITY IMPACTS

Water service interruptions

o 72-Hour Advance Advisory

o 24-hour confirmation/cancellation notice

o Specific instruction provided prior to water shutoff

o If water service is not restored within 3 hours of the indicated time on the 

shutoff notice, contact the Community Construction Liaison (CCL) or 311 if after 

hours

o Water shut-downs are typically 8AM to 4PM unless otherwise specified

Accommodation for people with disabilities

o Please contact CCL for assistance.



COMMUNITY LIAISON INVOLVEMENT
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The CCL addresses concerns, responds to inquiries, attends meetings as needed, and distributes 

project related materials to keep the community informed and notified. 

Keeping You Informed

PROJECT

INFORMATION

CARD (PIC)

ADVISORIES WEEKLY LOOK AHEAD 

BULLETIN

QUARTERLY

UPDATES



Q & A  

T H A N K  YO U
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