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Introduce proposal for to 

create a E 106 St 

connection from 5 

Av/Central Park to the east 

river waterfront & Randalls 

Island 

Change 

photo: 

Bridge 

to RI… 



Background 

information on area 

surrounding E106th 

Main 2-way vehicle 

thoroughfares: 125, 

116, 106, 96    

Big recreational 

spaces here: CP, 

GW/waterfront, RI 

Today we’ll be 

looking at the 

potential 

connections 

between them 

This is timely because 

there have been 

recent improvements 

to sports fields & paths 

on RI, as well as some 

connections to the 

island. (103rd St bridge 

recently reopened, connection to 

Bx planned) 

Vehicles use RI as a 

travel hub b/c it 

connects Mn Qns & 

Bx, walkers & cyclists 

do as well.  

There is potential to 

improve facilities & 

way finding for these 

travelers  

 

 

 



Close up of the area  

Neighborhood is surrounded 

by these open spaces  

• Central Park, RI & 

Greenway/waterfront 

• But there are barriers 

that separate people 

from them, and them 

from each other 

• Few streets that reach all 

the way from park to 

waterfront. 

• 116th, 106th, 96th are only 

full length 2 ways in this 

part of the street grid, the 

majority of streets are 1 

ways 

• 1 ways are nothing new in 

the city, but in this area, 

super blocks of housing 

developments cut off 

direct routes, forcing 

walkers and cyclists to 

zig zag their way across.  

• Park Av tunnel 

complicates visibility, 

contributes to unsafe 

crossings 

• These features limit easy 

connections made within 

the neighborhood, as well 

as across it  

Randall’s 

Island 
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•
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Central 
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Issues we’d like to  

address today include: 

1. Finding Randall’s 

Island 

Access to RI parks 

paths & fields is hidden 

from neighborhood, the 

bridge there is called 

the 103 st bridge.. But 

theres not 103 st here! 

This recreational space 

is underused by people 

who live close enough 

to walk or bike there 

2. 106 Critical 

Corridor 

It’s the best potential 

connection, but 

currently not a 

complete street (is not 

optimally designed for a 

wide range of users)  

-Especially important 

considering the density 

and range of people 

who need to use it daily 

3. Interboro 

Connections 

The gaps in the 

networks prevent a 

guided connection 

between 3 boros  

Central 

Park 

Randall’s 

Island 



To start off on 

issue 1, the 

parks and fields 

of RI & 

waterfront path 

are hidden from 

the 

neighborhood.  

Here, we are 

looking east on 

102 from 1 Av,  

Tucked away at 

the end of the 

block is the 103 

St bridge, with 

ped & bike 

access to 

greenway & RI 

But.you cant tell 

without going 

down the block – 

single sign at the 

far curb 

Theres an 

opportunity to tie 

this connection 

into network, 

give a visual cue 

that there is 

something back 

there. 

 



Stepping back from the block 

at 1 Av, Even if people know 

the bridge is hidden down the 

block, how would they get 

there from the rest of the 

neighborhood? 

Red arrows here show the 

stops and starts of some 

streets – some are hard stops 

in the case of the Park Av 

tunnel – you cant get through. 

superblocks complicate direct 

routes  

Looking at the possible travel 

routes through the area, 106th 

& 102nd are the  best 

connections to enhance 

E 106 

• Is  closest 2 way access 

to 103 St bridge & CP  

•  (and b/c it is 2-way, 

also widest street in 

vicinity.  (60’) wide street 

just as wide as cross 

town streets,but doesn’t 

connect to fdr or through 

park – should be a 

neighborhood street. 

provides the most 

options for reorganizing 

roadway 

E 102 

• provides additional 

closest access to the 

footbridge from south 

•

•

•

Randall’s 

Island 

Central 

Park 
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E 102 

St 

E 105 St 
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E 102 St 

E 106 St 

E 105 St 

A site plan of the 

proposed 

improvements shows 

an overview of how 

we‘d like to 

encourage access 

here 

Create a gateway at 

1 Av and 102 St 

Highlight route 

to bridge 

Provides 

additional 

pedestrian 

space 

Introduce new 2-

way bike path along 

FDR service road 

Connect 106 

St to hidden 

bridge access 

These 

improvements use 

the existing space 

and direction of 

traffic, and result in 

no loss of parking 

spaces 

•

•
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•
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 E 102 St 

E 106 St 

A close up of 

the site plan 

shows more 

details here 

At 102 St would 

be designed as 

a gateway 

treatment – a 

visual cue to 

bridge access. 

This includes  

Improved 

crossing at 1 Av 

Small plaza 

space- wed like 

to add planters if 

possible  

Curb cut to 

access sidewalk 

to 103 St Bridge  

From 106 St 

create a 

continued path 

Link to 

neighborhood 

2 way bike path 

highlights 

additional route 

to bridge 

 

Inset of Off-street 

connections 

E 102 St 

E 105 St 



Second issue to 

address is that 106 St 

is a critical  corridor – 

that has potential to 

serve neighborhood 

better 

As mentioned, 106 is a 

main thoroughfare here, 

with CP and GW on 

either side,  

But most importantly, 

there are a lot of people 

who live near & need to 

use the street daily 

 high density 

 housing 

 seniors,  

 schools nearby

  

In short, there are many 

destinations with a wide 

range (some 

vulnerable) users 

So, the issue of safety 

needs to be addressed, 

as there have been 

some crashes here, 

and weve got some 

ideas on how to 

approach this 

 

 

 



Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 

new campaign to end 

pedestrian injuries and 

deaths is called Vision 

Zero 

•

•

•

•



A look at the current design of 106 St 

shows where some problems arise in 2 

ways 

Corridor - Currently 2 travel lanes in 

each direction, with curbside parking on 

both sides – makes for a wide street. 

its built for traffic that isn’t there. 

In fact, volumes are low , they don’t 

justify 2 dedicated lanes. Peak 

numbers are 

WB AM Peak 409  

PM Peak: 500 

EB AM Peak 315  

PM Peak 368 

vehicle traffic volumes here allow for 

reorganization of the street  

Intersection - The current 

intersection design does little for 

people who need to cross this wide 

street 

To prioritize improvements, we studied 

the street and identified what types of 

crashes where happening where.  

 

This diagram explains the most 

common conflict, like here at 106 St & 3 

Av: between crossing pedestrians and 

right turning vehicles – both parties 

move on the green light, and while we 

know the ped has the right of way, the 

intersection does little to serve them,  

 

drivers take advantage of the extra 

space allotted to them with illegal 

double right turns & by weaving through 

crossing walkers . 

 

Considering that there are young 

children and older adults living and 

walking here focuses the need for a 

better design 
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This diagram explains the most 

common conflict, like here at 106 St & 3 

Av: between crossing pedestrians and 

right turning vehicles – both parties 

move on the green light, and while we 

know the ped has the right of way, the 

intersection does little to serve them,  

 

drivers take advantage of the extra 

space allotted to them with illegal 

double right turns & by weaving through 

crossing walkers . 

 

Considering that there are young 

children and older adults living and 

walking here focuses the need for a 

better design 

E 106 St 
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Our proposed 

solutions address 

these problems in 2 

ways  

 

Corridor 

improvements 

consider the low 

traffic volumes of the 

street and 

reorganize roadway 

space without 

affecting the level of 

service. 

 

markings from 2 

travel lanes in each 

direction to one,   

 

It adds a turn bay 

where necessary, to 

allow through traffic 

to pass left turning 

drivers 

 

a striped median for 

room to pass 

delivery or temp 

stopped vehicles 

 

and a bike lane in 

each direction to 

create additional 

connections through 

the neighborhood &  

make efficient use of 

the roadway space 

 

This preserves 

parking spaces on 

both sides of the 

street.  

 

E 106 St 
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Intersection 

based 

improvements 

add pedestrian 

refuge islands in 

key spots to do a 

number of things 

 

Shorten 

crossings to 25ft 

at a time, 

providing a safe 

place to wait 

between light 

phases 

 

The island forces 

a tighter turning 

radius for 

vehicles- and 

forces them to 

slow down 

 

It prohibits 

double right  

turns – as 

mentioned, there 

would only be 1 

travel lane in 

each direction, 

the island marks 

that change. 

 

These results  

increase driver 

compliance rates 

and increases 

safety, visibility 

and predictability 

for all users. 
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The final issue we’d like 

to address looks at the 

whole neighborhood-

wide network, where 

potential connections 

are unclear 

 

To illustrate this, as an 

example, a look at the 

current bike map shows 

that there are gaps in 

this area. 

 

As addressed,  

Direct east west travel 

routes are not 

obvious 

 

103 st bridge is 

hidden  

 

An at grade 

connection to the 

bronx is planned, but 

not yet completed 

 

A few wayfinding 

improvements on RI 

have helped guide 

people who run walk 

and cycle here – 

because it is a 3 boro 

hub 

 

But the connections are 

not obvious 

  



We proposed 

through a 

coordinated 

effort with RI 

parks alliance, 

a combination 

of wayfinding 

signage, 

street 

markings, 

reorganization 

of street 

space in this 

neighborhood 

& RI 

 

RI is this 

connection 

between 3 

boroughs, and 

this goes 

unused – 

chance to do 

something 

special with 

this shared 

space. 

 

these visual 

guides and 

connections  

reveal the 

recreational & 

commuting 

opportunities 

that exist 
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