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MINUTES OF COMMUNITY BOARD #10 MEETING
June 16, 2016
7:30 p.m.
Providence Rest
3304 Waterbury Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

PRESENT: T. Accomando, R. Baez, R. Barbarclli, R. Bieder, A. Boller, P. Cantillo, A.
Chirico, L. Council, M. Davila, T. Franklin, V.M. Gallagher, L. Goldstein, I.
Guanill-Elukowich, A. Henry, D. Hunt, M. Johnson, R. Kurz, R. Lifrieri, K.
Lynch, J. Marano, J. McQuade, J. Misiurski, M.J. Musano, K. Neddermeyer, J.
Onwu, M. Pricoli, E. Primavera, M. Prince, A. Ponder, J.M. Provetto, N. Rosario,
J. Russo, T. Salimbene, R. Sawyer, N. Semaj, P. Sullivan, R. Talarico, M.
Velazquez  (total # present = 38)

ABSENT: H. Acampora, J. Boiko, Col. W. Chin, D. Lock, C. Papastefanou, L. Popovic, M.
Prohaska, J. Robert, R. Rodriguez, , E. Torres  (total # absent = 10)

Community Liaisons: Tom Lucania - Office of Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr.
Tom Messina - Office of U.S. Congressman Joe Crowley
Dan Hogle - Office of State Senator Jeffrey Klein
Rabbi Lillian Vargas — Office of State Senator Ruben Diaz Sr.
Leon Tulton - Office of Assemblyman Michael Benedetto
Ariel Alvarez - Office of City Council Member James Vacca
Norma Diego Camara - Office of City Council Member A. King
Tania Ochotecho - Office of Council Member Annabel Palma
Patrick Rocchio - Bronx Times Reporter

Board #10 Staff: : Kenneth Kearns - District Manager
Susan Duffy

Chairman Martin Prince began the meeting at 7:45 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.
The above Community Liaisons were introduced and thanked for coming.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SECTION:

1 — L. Pesante, Office of People with Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD): available to
answer questions about proposed Group Home for 276 Graff Avenue, if needed. Ms.
Pesante spoke again, sec # 17 below.
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M. Torres, Graff Avenue: against the purchase of Graff Avenue. There are existing
problems with individuals congregating on the block, drug use, parking, etc. Ms. Torres
asked the Board to vote against the purchase.

E. Brand, Graff Avenue: Mr. Brand complained about the lack of notification concerning
the public hearing on June 7,2016. He added that location of the home is on a very tight
street, and echoed the complaints above about parking, drug use, congregating, efc.

I. Macaluso, Dwight Place: Ms. Macaluso complained about the lack of notification
concerning the group home proposed for Middletown Road.

D. Brown, Graff Avenue: Ms. Brown questioned notification; home is not large enough
for six (6) residents.

I. Cerini, resident near Crosby Avenue: Mr. Cerini complained about the lack of
notification for the group home for Crosby Avenue. He felt that the notice of public
hearing in the Bronx Times Reporter was too small and needed to be more prominent.
He also said that he never received notification about the Crosby Avenue residence and
added that the home is undergoing renovation with an anticipated move-in date of July 1,
2016.

Services for the Underserved (SUS), Ms. C. Lopez, Ms. L Burgos: SUS presented
before the Board at a public hearing on June 7, 2016. Ms. Lopez informed the audience
that there will be 6 individuals, four females, two males, for the residence. Each will
have his/her own bedroom. Staff will be on site 24/7. Services such as work, training,
etc. will be provided Monday-Friday and recreational activities on the weekends.

S. Capifali, Graff Avenue: Ms. Capifali questions the amount of staff that will need
access to the property which will increase traffic and parking problems. She added that
the purchase price too high and is against the purchase.

V. Samieto, MacDonough Place: Mr. Samieto is against the proposed home on
Middletown Road and expressed concern about the residents and the affect on
neighborhood.

1. Provetto: Mr. Provetto asked SUS if staff lived in the community of CB 10; he
questioned the staff ratio to residents as well as polling the audience in support of or
against group homes.

F. Bouklis, Graff Avenue: The block has a lot of police activity with drugs and
fireworks. Parking is always an issue. Mr. Bouklis feels the home is over-priced and not
large enough to accommodate the staff and residents.

At this point in the Public Participation Session, a motion was made by Dr. Hunt and seconded
by Mr. Talarico to bring the following floor resolution before the full Board for a vote on 276
Graff Avenue only. It was noted that 3206 Middletown Road is no longer being considered for a
group home by Daybreak Independent Services Inc.



“Resolved...at the recommendation. of Bronx Community Board #10, that a resolution
supporting the establishment of a group home at 276 Graff Avenue, be presented to the
full Board for its approval.”

The Resolution was not approved and the vote is as follows: ten (10) in favor, six (6)
abstentions, and twenty-two (22) against.

A discussion among Board members began. It should be noted that the audience was disruptive
at times and had to be admonished. Board members were concerned about service providers
coming into communities and not serving those families who live in the community. SUS said
they do try to accommodate such requests when placing clients. A Board member also raised the
differences in perception with respect to individuals who are developmentally disabled (which
are the clients proposed for group homes) and those with behavioral disabilities.

The audience had continued outbursts while members were speaking. This resulted in a
discussion about protocals when Board members are speaking, Mr. Prince addressed the
audience with a discussion about the Board, and its desire to work with the

agencies and the community to address problems.

12- E.Sementilli: addressed the audience, blaming the Board and the District Manager, for
all the problems facing the community. He advised the residents to sue the agency and
the Board. He stated the clock ran out in notification to the community.

13- R. Talarico, Board member: He addressed the audience and reminded them that the
Board voted no on the Resolution for the group home at 276 Graff Avenue.

The audience had a raucous outburst and disrupted the meeting again. Mr. Prince addressed
them with the reminder that the Board did vote no, and wants the community to work with the
Board on issues, and not rely on misinformation by the uninformed. He stressed the importance
of working together and welcomed community input.

14 - Rabbi Lillian Vargas, Office of State Senator Ruben Diaz, Sr.: If the community feels
that something is out of order with respect to the group home, an investigation can be
requested. Tt is important for the community to work with the Board and not against it.

15-  C. Colletti, resident of St. Paul Avenue: Mrs. Colletti received a DOT sidewalk violation
which was repaired, now Parks is preparing to plant trees and break up several flags
which has been repaired. She wants to get reimbursed as well as having no tree installed.
In addition she claims that the mulch used in recent plantings is causing allergies and if a
tree has to be planted, she is requesting that no mulch be used.

Side note: Ms. Colletti has been in contact with NYC Parks & Recreation, Bronx Forestry, and
that office is addressing her concerns.

16 - S. Johnson, C Ball: The C Ball organization is in need of twenty-nine members from the
CB #10 community to join. Organization provides adult and youth programs. Mr.
Johnson left flyers about program.
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17- L. Pesante, Office of Persons With Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD): Ms. Pesant
said when a property is being considered for use as a group home, the first step is
notification to a community board and that community has to respond with a forty day
(40) time frame. The affected Community Board must notify the Commissioner of the
Board’s vote. The next step is a Commissioner’s hearing, which usually results in a
favorable determination by OPWDD and the purchase and placement of clients goes
forward.

At this point more shouting and disruption from the audience started again. Mr. Kearns stated
that at the hearing on June 7, 2016 a vote on the SUS sponsored group home at 276 Graff
Avenue could not be taken due to a lack of a membership quorum. Notification was received at
the Board Office on May 17, 2016; forty days from that date is June 25, 2016. The

forty-day time frame was met.

Mr. Prince reiterated that everything was done within the required time frame. The community
is encouraged to come to the Board office to work together, not against. Mr. Lynch, a Board
member, reminded the community that the Board voted against the Resolution; and the Board is
available to work with the community. Mr. Kearns added that this is a process, with voting by
the Board, followed by a Commissioner’s hearing. The Board will attend the hearing with
appropriate representation and will reach out to the elected officials for assistance. The voting
result must be forwarded to the Commissioner’s Office within a fifteen day timeframe from
Monday. A hearing date on the OPWDD calendar will be set, and notification will be sent to the
Board; the hearing is closed to the public. Mr. Kearns advised that the Board’s decision could be
appealed by Services for the Underserved (SUS).

18- L. Rocco, Westchester Square Civie Association (WSCA) wants to improve his
community which is in a flux because of crime; he has asked slow zones which are being

addressed by NYC Department of Transportation (DOT).

19- J. Vargas: Needs a letter of support from the Board to forward to the TLC to open a non-
emergency transportation company in the Board service area.

Mr. Kearns advised Mr. Vargas to contact the Board for further discussion.

M. Prince read the email received from Daybreak Independent Services, Mr. V. Loban,
concerning the decision not to pursue the purchase of the property on 3206 Middletown Road.

A motion to close the Public Participation Session was made by Mr. Russo, seconded by Mr.
Sullivan and unanimously approved by all.

A motion to accept the minutes from the May 19, 2016 Bronx Community Board #10 meeting
was made by Mr. Cantillo, seconded by Mr. Russo, and unanimously approved by all.

BOROUGH PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Mr. Lucania

Additional information about programs and events can be read on the Borough President’s
website: bronxboropres(@nyc.gov.

Mr. Lucania waived his report so that the Board’s elections could take place.



DISTRICT MANAGER’S REPORT: Mr. Keamns

Mr. Kearns waived his report so that the Board’s elections could take place.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE: Mrs. Gallagher, Mr. Sullivan, Ms. Velazquez

A motion to suspend the usual order of business and proceed with the Nominations Committee’s
task of elections was made by Mr. Salimbene and seconded by Mr, Chirico. All members
agreed.

A brief discussion on the method of elections began. Suggestions from Board members
discussing the process of selecting volunteers for the Nominations Commitiee, the month of
elections, how other Boards handle their elections, etc. It was decided to wait until the Executive
Board meets again in the Fall to revisit the suggestions.

Mr. Salimbene requested a roll call vote which was seconded by Mr. Bieder. Ms. Velazquez
noted that a paper ballot is the preferred method because it is more accurate; each member
received two sets of ballots. The second one is to be used in the event of a tie, or no majority. A
majority of members chose the ballot method, with seven against. A motion to withdraw the roll
call vote was made and accepted. Mrs. Gallagher thanked Ms. Duffy, Ms. Lozada and Ms.
Boller for their assistance, as well as Mr. Sullivan and Ms. Vasquez.

The election results are below. A breakdown of the results are attached to these meeting
minutes.

CHAIR = Mzr. Prince

15T VICE CHAIR = Mr. Marano
NP VICE CHAIR = Mr. Barbarelli
SECRETARY = Mr. Cantillo
TREASURER = Ms. Velazquez

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: Mr. Prince

The Committee met on June 6, 2016, minutes are self-explanatory. Discussion on changes to the
By-Laws for elections, corrections to typographical errors and creation of a Standing Committee
for Veterans Services resulted in several resolutions. Suggestions from Board members
discussing the process of selecting volunteers for the Nominations Committee, the month of
elections, how other Boards handle their elections, etc. It was decided to wait until the Executive
Board meets again in the Fall to revisit the suggestions.

The Resolution below would amend the By-Laws pertaining to the month in which elections are
held. A discussion on its merits covered members not reappointed as well as those newly
appointed members:

“Resolved...at the recommendation of the By-Laws Committee of Bronx Community



Board #10, that the elections for Board officers be conducted in the month of May, as
opposed to June, and this proposal be forwarded to the full Board for its approval.”

A motion to accept the above Resolution was made by Mr. Misiurski, seconded by Mr. Cantillo
and did not pass, with the results as follows: ten (10) voted Yes, one (1) abstained, seventeen
(17) voted no.

The Resolution below would amend the typographical errors with respect to renumbering
sections in the By-Laws as follows:

“Resolved ...at the recommendation of the Executive Board of Bronx Community Board
#10, that the there be a recognition of the necessity to re-number sections in the By-Laws,
due to typographical errors, and that these necessary corrections are authorized and that
this information be forwarded to the full Board for its approval.”

A motion to accept the above Resolution was made by Mr. Salimbene, seconded by Mr.
Misiurski and approved by a majority of members with one (1) abstention.

The Resolution below would establish a Veterans Services Committee as a full Standing
Committee as well as a making this change in the By-Laws.

“Resolved ...at the recommendation of the Executive Board of Bronx Community Board
#10, to formally establish a Veterans® Services Committee, as a full Standing Committee
of the Board and this change be reflected in the CB #10 By-laws and that this information
be forwarded to the full Board for its approval.”

At the recommendation of Mr. Sullivan, a change to the above Resolution was made in that the
Committee could be voted on tonight but the change to the By-Laws must wait 30 days after the
introduction at the September Executive Board meeting. The amended Resolution is stated
below:

“Resolved ...at the recommendation of the Executive Board of Bronx Community Board
#10, to formally establish a Veterans® Services Committee, as a full Standing Committee
of the Board and that this information be forwarded to the full Board for its approval.”

A motion to accept the Resolution was made by Mr. Misiurski, seconded by Mr. Talarico, and
approved by all.

YOUTH SERVICES/EDUCATION COMMITTEE: Mr. Bieder

The Committee met on May 23, 2016 and June 9, 2016. The meeting minutes for both are self-
explanatory. The Committee will continue to work over the summer with respect to the new
addition for PS 14 as well as the 9-11 Memorial. Mr. Bieder recognized and thanked the City for
the increased funding for the Summer Youth Employment Project.

HOUSING/ZONING COMMITTEE: Mr. Sullivan

The Committee will meet on June 27, 2016 for the purpose of a ULURP Hearing on the
proposed plans for the new Westchester Square Library. This will not be a vote on design, just
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the right to build. In addition, letters were sent to the NYC Bureau of Standards and Appeals
concerning the properties at 2317, 2319, 2321 Glebe Avenue and the lack of notification about a
scheduled hearing as well as the lack of Certificates of Occupancy and Stop Work Orders. The
Board is still waiting for correspondence concerning the ULURPs for the Unionport and
Hutchinson River Parkway Bridges.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: Mr. Talarico

The Committee met on June 1, 2016. At this meeting, new and renewal liquor licenses for the
establishments below were discussed which resulted in resolutions coming from the Committee
to be presented to the full Board for approval. In addition, the following floor resolution for
LaCocina Boriqua was presented for a vote. This establishment had been discussed and voted on
in the negative in Committee and discussed at the May full Board:

“Resolved...at the recommendation of the Economic Development Committee of Bronx
Community Board #10 that the request to make a change in hours of operation against the
current license for La Cocina Boriqua as noted below be forwarded to the full Board for
its approval.

*_a Cocina Boricua, 2245 B Westchester Ave, 10462, between, Castle Hill & Glebe Aves, License #1227260, which expires on
12/31/17. (This is only a change in hours of operation against their current license)

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday — Saturday
Current Hours:  12-10 PM 2-10PM  2-10PM 2-10PM 2:11PM 2-11PM 12-12PM

Revised Hours: Same Same Same Same 24 AM 2-4 AM 124 AM

Motion to accept the Resolution was made by Mr. Sullivan, seconded by Mr. Accomando and
unanimously voted down/disapproved by all.

“Resolved. ..at the recommendation of the Economic Development Committee of Bronx
Community Board #10, that the following establishments, who are applying for renewals
of licenses, have agreed to comply with the best management practice standards
contained in the Stipulations, by signing them, and to further agree to attend ATAP
training, and that their compliance be sent to the State Liquor Authority and a copy
placed in the Board’s file:

* Ale House, 288 City Island Ave, 10464, between Fordham & Hawkins Sts, License
#1263297, which expires on 06/30/16.”

Motion to accept the Resolution was made by Mr. Prince, seconded by Mr. Salimbene and
unanimously appreved by all.

“Resolved...at the recommendation of the Economic Development Committee of Bronx
Community Board #10, that the following establishments, who are applying for new
licenses, have agreed to comply with the best management practice standards contained
in the Stipulations, by signing them, and to further agree to attend ATAP training, and
that their compliance be sent to the State Liquor Authority and a copy placed in the
Board’s file:



*Man Overboard, 247 City Island Ave, 10464, between Carroll & Schofield Sts, License
#NEW

*SRD 2918 Corp, 2918 Bruckner Blvd, 10465, between E Tremont & Edison Aves,
License #NEW .”

Motion to accept the Resolution was made by Mr. Chirico, seconded by Mr. Sullivan and
unanimously appreved by all.

MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE: Mr. Russo

The Committee met on June 14, 2016 and discussed the following topics, Slow Zone for
Westchester Square/Zerega Avenue which will add fifteen speed humps to an area that already
has seven; street activity permit applications; ambulette drop-off for the Family Medical Practice
on Harrington Avenue and East Tremont Avenue. The following resolutions will be presented to
the full Board on June 16, 2016.

“Resolved. .. at the request of the Municipal Services Committee of Bronx Community
Board 10 that the Board approve a letter of support for the Department of
Transportation’s implementation of a “slow zone” for the Westchester Square Zerega
area. Support is contingent upon a review of the location of fifteen proposed speed
humps and final determination of number and location in coordination with the
Department of Transportation and the Committee.”

Motion to accept the Resolution was made by Mr. Accomando, seconded by Mr. Cantillo and
approved by a majority with two (2) opposed. It be should reiterated that support is contingent
upon a review of the location of fifteen proposed speed humps and final determination of number
and location which are to be provided by the Department of Transportation.

“Resolved...at the request of the Municipal Services Committee of Bronx Community
Board #10 that the following Street Activity Permit Applications be approved and
forwarded to the full Board:

Event ID: 275902 — 4™ of July Block Party, July 4, 2016, 12 noon to 9 PM including setup and
breakdown, B Street between Baisley Avenue and Dead End

Event ID 280365: Ellsworth Avenue 6™ Annual Block Party - July 16, 2016, Noon to 7
PM, including setup and breakdown, Ellsworth Avenue between Fairmount and Baisley
Avenues

Event ID: 289804 — Praise and Prayer 11 Block Party — July 31, 2016, 9 AM — 5 PM including
setup and breakdown, 1450 Commerce Avenue between Westchester Avenue and Butler Place

Event ID: 278671 — Worship Experience Event, Religious Ceremony, August 21, 2016,
9 AM to 5 PM including setup and breakdown, 1450 commerce Avenue between
Westchester Square and Butler Place

Event ID 293629 — Throggs Neck Halloween Parade — Block Party, October 29, 2016, 9 AM —4
PM including setup and breakdown, Throggs Neck Boulevard between Harding And Schurz
Avenues.”
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Motion to accept the Resolution was made by Mr. Salimbene, seconded by Ms. Baez and
unanimously approved by all.

“Resolved... at the recommendation of the Municipal Services Committee of Bronx
Community Board #10, that the Board support the creation of a drop off zone on
Harrington Avenue at the Corner of East Tremont Avenue, adjacent to Family Medical
Associates, the medical offices of Drs. Wendy and Fmilio Biagiotti. The goal of this
Resolution is to provide for the safe conveyance of patients from ambulates and
ambulances to and from the medical office from Harrington Avenue, and avoid
dangerous disruptions of traffic on East Tremont Avenue.”

A discussion about setting a precedent for future requests of this nature began. Mr. Russo said
that the location for this drop off zone will be on Harrington Avenue and will remove one
parking spot during the hours of 9:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.m. Monday thru Friday only. He added that
future requests for drop off zones will be evaluated on a case by case basis.

Motion to accept the Resolution was made by Mr. Chirico, seconded by Mr. Accomando and
approved by a majority as follows: twenty-five (25) in favor, four (4) against, one (1)
abstention.

PARKS/RECREATION COMMITTEE: Mrts. Gaﬂagher

The Committee met on June 13, 2016 and the minutes are self-explanatory. Mrs. Gallagher noted the
additional funding for Bicentennial Veterans Memorial Park; dredging of Hammond Cove, Colucci Park
dog run and the 9-11 Memorial.

PLANNING/BUDGET COMMITTEE: Mr, Misiurski

The Committee met its goals for the year and did not meet in June, 2016. Monies are being allocated for
equipment and supplies which will be spent by June 30, 2016. The conference furniture in the Board’s
office will have new furniture and will be ADA compliant.

HEALTH/HUMAN SERVICES: Mrs. Hunt

The Committee met on June 7, 2016. A public hearing was held on two group homes proposed for Graff
Avenue and Middletown Road. Minutes were included in the meeting packet. No vote was taken
because there was a lack of membership quorum. A Resolution on 276 Graff Avenue was read earlier at
tonight’s full Board meeting and not approved. The property on Middletown Road is no longer under
consideration. The Board is working on a letter to Montefiore about the wait times at Weiler Hospital.

OLD BUSINESS: None

NEW BUSINESS:

Mr. Goldstein announced his resignation from the Board to pursue other interests. Mr. Goldstein noted
that the lack of respect for the Board’s leadership is disheartening and has caused internal problems.

Motion to close the, June 16, 2016 Community Board #10 meeting was made by Mr. Misiurski, seconded
by Mr. Lynch and unanimously approved by all.

Respectfully submitted by Susan Duffy.
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