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M79 Project Background 

16BC 
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M79 SBS Project Goals 
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M79 Bus Operations 
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M79 Route 
81st at Amsterdam 

stop to be removed 
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Transit Issues 
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Crawl  
<2.5 mph 

9% 

In Motion 
43% At Bus 

Stop 
26% 

Delays 
21% 



M79 Average Speeds 
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Slowest 

bus 

speeds 



M79 Street Operations 
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Issues: W 79 St and Broadway 
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Overlapping turns 

(yellow) queue in center 

– high crash location 

W 79 St at Broadway, looking west 



Ban 

southbound 

left turn 

Add dedicated 

left turn bay and 

protected phase 

(green arrow) 

Proposed: W 79 St and Broadway 
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Move bus layover 

space to last stop, 

restore parking here 

100’ 

M79 SBS 

STOP 

M79 SBS 

STOP 
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W 79 ST 



Proposed: W 79 St and Riverside 
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Move bus layover 

space here, behind 

existing stop 

100’ 

M79 SBS 

STOP 

M79 SBS 

STOP 

W 79 ST 



Issues: W 79 St and Columbus Ave 
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Heavy right turns (yellow) 

overlapping with heavy 

pedestrian crossings (blue) 

NEW 

PHOTO 

PENDING 

W 79 St at Columbus Ave 

Requests from CB 7 and 

American Museum of Natural 

History to address safety 



Add right turn 

bay & 

protected turn 

phase 

(green arrow) 
Add “No Standing Anytime” 

to clear corner for bus and 

other right turns 

W 79 St and Columbus Ave 
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Change signal 

timing to have 

protected turn 

phases & 

separate all-way 

pedestrian phase 

70’ 
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W 79 ST 

Add protected 

turn phase 

(green arrow) 



Issues: W 81 St and Columbus Ave 
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Narrow lanes 

approaching 

Columbus Ave 

Bus stop blockages prevent 

M79 from pulling fully out of 

traffic and into bus stop 

Double parking Double parking 

W 81 St at Columbus Ave, looking east 

Double parked 

deliveries/service 

vehicles 



“No Parking 9a-5p M-F” 

for standing deliveries, 

pickups/dropoffs 

(parking all other times) 

Widen travel 

lanes to relieve 

congestion & 

improve visibility 

Separate 

SBS/Local 

stop space 

Add EB curbside bus 

lane b/w Columbus Ave 

and CPW 

(7a-7p M-F,  

parking all other times) 

W 81 St and Columbus Ave 
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“No Standing 

Anytime” for 

length of turn bay 
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M79 SBS 

STOP 
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160’ 

C
O

L
U

M
B

U
S

 A
V

E
 

W 81 ST 



Issues: W 81 St and CPW 
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Bus delays 

along W 81 St 

waiting to pull 

into CPW 

eastbound stop 

Daytime service 

trucks lack curb 

space, block 81 St 

westbound traffic 

W 81 St at CPW, looking west 



Continue EB curbside 

bus lane to CPW 

(7a-7p M-F, parking all 

other times) 

W 81 St and CPW 
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60’ 

110’ 

M79 SBS 

STOP 

M79 SBS 

STOP 

200’ 70’ 
EXISTING NO 

STANDING 
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W 81 ST 

“No Parking 9a-5p M-F” 

for standing deliveries, 

pickups/dropoffs 

(parking all other times) 



Issues: W 81 St and CPW 
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Contributes to 

mid-day 

congestion on 

W 81 St and on 

CPW bordering 

the museum 

AMNH-bound buses 

seek out layover 

space on weekdays 

mid-AM to early PM 

W 81 St b/w Columbus Ave & CPW 



W 81 St and CPW 
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AMNH 

Bus layover 

9a-2p  

M-F, parking all 

other times 

Bus stop 

(no change) 

Bus stop  

(no change) 

Bus layover 

9a-2p 

M-F, parking all 

other times 

Parking 

(no change) 



M79 SBS Project Benefits 
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Next Steps 



Questions? 

New York City Transit 


