
TH E CITY OF NEW YORK 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

N E:w YORK, N. Y. 10007 

EXECUTIVE ORDER No. 16 

April 24, 2026 

MAYOR'S OFFICE OF DEED THEFT PREVENTION 

WHEREAS, New Yorkers deserve to be protected and safe in their homes, which can be 
achieved through robust prevention of and protection against predatory deed theft; and 

WHEREAS, deed fraud and deed theft occurs when someone records fraudulent deeds, 
mortgages, or other liens against a property without the owner's knowledge or consent; and 

WHEREAS, criminals have targeted homeowners across the City, using fraud, coercion, 
and deception to steal homes from families who have lived in New York City for decades; and 

WHEREAS, since 2014, there have been thousands of complaints of deed theft in New 
York City, concentrated primarily in Brooklyn and Queens, demonstrating the persistent and 
systemic nature of this problem; and 

WHEREAS, scammers have routinely targeted vulnerable homeowners, particularly 
seniors and immigrants in historically Black neighborhoods, threatening their housing stability, 
generational wealth, and community cohesion; and 

WHEREAS, despite changes to state law, homeowners remain vulnerable and deed theft 

continues to undermine public confidence in property systems and municipal oversight; and 

WHEREAS, a coordinated, citywide response is necessary to prevent deed theft, ensure 
quick intervention where fraud is suspected, support victims, and protect generational wealth for 
New Yorkers while expanding pathways to secure homeownership; 

NOW, THEREFORE, by the power vested in me as Mayor of the City of New York, it is 
hereby ordered: 






