
THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 10007 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 4 

January 31, 2022 

THE CHIEF CLIMATE OFFICER AND 
THE OFFICE OF CLIMATE AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

WHEREAS, we face an unprecedented global climate emergency; and 

WHEREAS, the Sixth Assessment Report published by the United Nations' 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change determined that changes to the climate are 
widespread and rapid, requiring immediate and large-scale reductions in greenhouse gas 
emissions; and 

WHEREAS, climate change is already impacting New York City, and in 2021 alone the 
city suffered from several extreme weather events, including record rainfall from Hurricane Ida 
that resulted in the death of several New Yorkers, flash flooding and damage to property; and 

WHEREAS, the world's leading climate scientists, including the New York City Panel 
on Climate Change, predict that the impacts of climate change will worsen if action is not 
taken to curb emissions; and 

WHEREAS, section 20 of the New York City Charter requires the mayor to establish an 
office of long-term planning and sustainability to, among other things, develop and coordinate 
the implementation of policies, programs and actions to meet the long-term needs of the city, 
with respect to its infrastructure, environment and overall susta�nability; and 

WHEREAS, this Administration is committed to positioning New York City as a 
worldwide leader on climate change and environmental justice; and 

WHEREAS, the City seeks to consolidate leadership and offices related to climate 
change and environmental justice in a Chief Climate Officer and an Office of Climate and 
Environmental Justice; and 

efficient approach to environmental sustainability, adaptation, and remediation; 






