
 

Everything You Need to Know About 
the U.S. Army's 'Buffalo Soldiers' 

 

  

 

  

Military.com | By Blake Stilwell 

Bob Marley first sang about Buffalo Soldiers in 1983, a little less than 120 years 

after the actual Buffalo Soldiers were formed in the U.S. Army. Marley's song 

accurately depicts their story as a fight for survival in the prejudiced Army of the 

time period, but they also fought to survive the harsh conditions of the frontier, 

conflict with native tribes and Wild West outlaws as they sought to maintain law 

and order and protect settlers. 

The Army units that would come to be known as "Buffalo Soldiers" were created 

during the post-Civil War Reconstruction Era. On June 28, 1866, Congress passed 

a legislation that allowed Black men to enlist in the peacetime army. Officially 

called "An Act to Increase and Fix the Military Peace Establishment of the United 

States," it created two regiments of all-Black cavalry and four regiments of all-

Black infantry, commanded by white officers. 

https://www.military.com/author/blake-stilwell
https://www.military.com/army
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/forming-buso.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/forming-buso.htm


 

 

What Is a Buffalo Soldier? 

The original Buffalo Soldiers came from these units. The U.S. Army's 9th and 10th 

Cavalry were the first. Then came the four infantry units. The 38th U.S. (Colored) 

Infantry Regiment and the 41st U.S. (Colored) Infantry Regiment, were eventually 

consolidated into the 24th Infantry Regiment. The 39th and 40th (Colored) Infantry 

Regiments were consolidated into the 25th Infantry Regiment. 

They weren't the first Black men to serve in defense of the United States. Black 

men served in the Continental Army and state militias during the Revolutionary 

War. Black troops served in the War of 1812, and freedmen and former slaves 

fought in the Civil War for the Union Army. The 1866 legislation was the first to call 

for specific units composed of Black troops and recruited from Washington, 

Louisiana, Kentucky, Kansas and Missouri. [READ MORE] 

 

 

The Wall That Heals | In Memory Program 
Application Deadline August 28th 

https://www.military.com/history/everything-you-need-know-about-us-armys-buffalo-soldiers.html


 

 

The VVMF's IN MEMORY program invites families and communities to remember 

those Vietnam Veterans whose lives were cut short by their service. 

 

https://www.vvmf.org/In-Memory-Program/


 

Honorees submitted before August 28, 2023, will be remembered on a 

special video display at The Wall That Heals during its visit to New York City 

from Sept 27 - Oct 1.   

 

These veterans will also be included in a ceremony at the Vietnam Veterans 

Memorial in Washington, D.C. on June 15, 2024, and will be celebrated in a 

number of other ways by the VVMF.  You can sign up or learn more 

at vvmf.org/InMemory 

 

Thank you in advance for your help in honoring our Vietnam Veterans! 

Submit Your Loved Ones to the In Memory Project Here  

 

Read More About The Wall That Heals 

 

Volunteer to Help with The Wall That Heals 

 

 

 

National Night Out 
Tuesday, August 1, 2023 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fvvmf.org%2FInMemory&data=05%7C01%7Ccdorval%40veterans.nyc.gov%7Cb40d6cd4f3864b0a828808db87c31258%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C638253044448099545%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Pv%2Bw2k8dTgZ8liErtznu4sJC%2BD097ZnsoVwHjrfJ5%2B0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.vvmf.org/In-Memory-Program/
https://www.nyc.gov/site/veterans/community/the-wall-that-heals.page
mailto:connect@veterans.nyc.gov?subject=Volunteer%20%7C%20The%20Wall%20That%20Heals


 

 

 

Join the NYPD and city officials at more than 70 locations citywide on National 

Night Out Against Crime, Tuesday, August 1st, 2023. 

National Night Out is an annual community-building campaign that promotes 

police-community partnerships to help make our neighborhoods safer, more caring 

places to live. It seeks to strengthen the relationship between neighbors and law 

enforcement, fostering a true sense of community. Millions of neighbors take part 

in National Night Out across thousands of communities from all fifty states, U.S. 

territories and military bases worldwide.  

Enjoy barbeque and bounce houses, face painting, food, and fun. Meet leaders 

and personnel from your local precinct and interact with neighbors, community 

members, and local businesses with the common goal of partnership and safety. 



Click Here To See The National Night Out Against Crime Locations  

 

 

 

Veterans Roundtable on the PACT Act 
Wednesday, August 2, 2023 

https://www.nyc.gov/site/nypd/bureaus/patrol/find-a-national-night-out-against-crime-event.page


 

 

RSVP FOR LOCATION 

 

mailto:CONGRESSMANJEFFRIES08@GMAIL.COM
https://salmagundi.org/2023-cogap/


 

 

VETERAN NEWS 

 

 

America Marks 70th Anniversary 
of End of Korean War 

 

July 24, 2023 | By David Vergun , DOD News  

  

On June 25, 1950, North Korean forces crossed the 38th parallel and 

attacked South Korea. Three days later, North Korean forces captured South 

Korea's capital, Seoul.  

The following week on July 1, the first U.S. ground troops, arrived in Korea to 

support South Korea.  

http://www.defense.gov/News/Author/71410/david-vergun/


 

The decision to aid South Korea was made by President Harry S. Truman. In 

his "Memoirs," published in 1956, Truman states: "If South Korea fell, the 

communists would attack other nations, resulting in World War III."  

The communists he referred to, were the former World War II U.S. allies 

China and the Soviet Union, which now supported North Korea.  

By early August 1950, the North Korean army had overrun most of South 

Korea except for a small pocket in the far southeast known as the Pusan 

Perimeter.  

During the months of August and September, U.S. Soldiers and Marines, 

along with United Nations forces, landed in Korea to bolster South Korea's 

defense. [READ MORE...] 

 

 

More Veteran-related Headlines 

Military Times: VA to review link between military toxin and additional cancers 

 

Federal News Network: Group of military spouses plead with Senator Tommy Tuberville 

to release his hold on military appointments  

 

Stars and Stripes: VA has processed 425,000 PACT Act claims since law enacted 

 

Soundings: Veterans Will Sail Long Island Sound to Raise PTSD Awareness 

 

Military.com: Barbie and Ken Went to War Long Before the 'Barbie' Movie 

 

 

Friday Movie Nights at the Intrepid Museum 

https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/3418679/america-marks-70th-anniversary-of-end-of-korean-war/
https://www.militarytimes.com/veterans/2023/07/25/va-to-research-link-between-burn-pit-smoke-and-additional-cancers/
https://federalnewsnetwork.com/federal-newscast/2023/07/group-of-military-spouses-plead-with-senator-tommy-tuberville-to-release-his-hold-on-military-appointments/
https://federalnewsnetwork.com/federal-newscast/2023/07/group-of-military-spouses-plead-with-senator-tommy-tuberville-to-release-his-hold-on-military-appointments/
https://us16.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/preview-content-html?id=6491078#adams
https://www.soundingsonline.com/news/veterans-will-sail-long-island-sound-to-raise-ptsd-awareness
https://www.military.com/off-duty/movies/2023/07/26/barbie-and-ken-went-war-long-barbie-movie.html


 

 

Free Fridays are back! The Intrepid Museum is once again extending its hours free of 

charge on the last Friday of June, July and August from 5:00pm-9:00pm. Celebrate the 

ship’s 80th commissioning anniversary and enjoy special programs, including our free 

summer movie series, featuring classic “ship” themed films. 

Current and former service members and their guests are invited to use the 

Member line for priority entry. No registration required. 

Friday, July 28: Crimson Tide 

Friday, August 25: Top Gun: Maverick (also includes access to Cat Shot Café for 

free snacks and drinks) 

  

MOVIE NIGHT GUIDELINES AND HELPFUL TIPS: 

• Seating is available on a first-come, first-served basis and space is limited. 

• Guests are invited to bring lawn chairs, picnic baskets and blankets to view the 

films outdoors, free of charge, on a huge inflatable screen on the flight deck. 

• Light concessions will be sold onsite, and visitors are encouraged to bring their 

own food and non-alcoholic beverages. 



 

• Alcohol is not permitted. 

• All exits are final; there is no reentry allowed. 

• Movie will begin at sunset. 

• The Space Shuttle Pavilion will close at 8:00pm. 

• The bridge will be closed during free Fridays. 

• All movies will have open captions.  

Learn More About Summer Movie Nights at the Intrepid Museum  

 

 

 

 

 

We are looking to highlight Veterans in the arts community! Whether it's an upcoming free 

exhibition, performance, or piece/installation you've created, we want to showcase your 

work and help spread the word. Submissions will be reviewed on a rolling basis and 

promoted at our discretion. We want this to be a space for Veteran artists to express 

themselves in an authentic way. 

 

Please email submissions to connect@veterans.nyc.gov with a brief bio, an artist 

statement, art medium, and your affiliation to the Veteran community. 

 

https://www.intrepidmuseum.org/free-fridays/#2
mailto:connect@veterans.nyc.gov


 

 A Message From Mayor Adams: 

 

Each week DVS will share a short update about how our administration is getting stuff 

done for New Yorkers.  

 

 

Week in Review | July 16 - July 22 

 

The Adams administration is dedicated to cutting through the noise and delivering 

information directly to you and all New Yorkers. 

Sign up to "Hear From Eric" and get direct messages from City Hall, tailored to your 

interests and neighborhood, sent directly to your inbox – at nyc.gov/hearfromeric! 

 

 

Join Our Team! Be Part of the Mission! 

http://nyc.gov/hearfromeric
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2s2YEzE8hdQ


 

 

 

Current DVS Job Openings 

 

Being part of our team is a great way to continue to serve. 

 

Visit NYC.gov/jobs and select “Veterans’ Services” from the agency menu to learn more 

about and apply to the job below. 

  

Client Services Manager - DVS seeks a highly qualified candidate to join Community 

Services as a Manager.  The Manager will be responsible for managing the day-to-day 

operations of a team responsible for performing intakes and sending referrals within the 

VetConnectNYC system, a multi-provider network of participating organizations, 

government agencies, and other partners that provide direct services to Veterans. The 

Manager will also be a subject matter expert in claiming VA benefits through accreditation 

by New York State Department of Veterans Services. 

 

VA Work Study Positions at DVS 

The NYC Department of Veterans' Services (DVS) supports VA Work-Study Positions! 

Here is a current list of available VA Work-Study openings: 

• Administrative Intern 

• Benefit Intern 

• Care Coordination Intern 

• Data Analyst Intern 

• Information Technology Intern 

• IT Support Intern 

https://a127-jobs.nyc.gov/psc/nycjobs/EMPLOYEE/HRMS/c/HRS_HRAM_FL.HRS_CG_SEARCH_FL.GBL?Page=HRS_APP_SCHJOB_FL&Action=U
https://a127-jobs.nyc.gov/psc/nycjobs/EMPLOYEE/HRMS/c/HRS_HRAM_FL.HRS_CG_SEARCH_FL.GBL?Page=HRS_APP_SCHJOB_FL&Action=U
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/veterans/downloads/pdf/DVS-Administrative-Intern-05172021.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/veterans/downloads/pdf/va-work-study-benefits-intern.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/veterans/downloads/pdf/va-work-study-care-coordination-intern.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/veterans/downloads/pdf/Data-Analyst-Intern-Description-2022-03-25.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/veterans/downloads/pdf/VA-Work-Study-Student-Job-Description-Information-Technology-Intern.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/veterans/downloads/pdf/DVS-IT-Support-Intern-05172021.pdf


 

• Legal Intern 

• Outreach Coordinator Intern 

• Veteran Business Promotion Intern 

 

If you are interested in applying for a DVS-specific Work-Study position and meet 

eligibility requirements, please submit the following 

to VAWorkStudy@veterans.nyc.gov: 

• Resume 

• Job Specific Cover Letter 

• Supporting Documents found in the Job Description 

Check Here for VA Work-Study Postings 

 

 

 

NYC Civil Service Job Openings and Exams 

 

 

 

https://www.nyc.gov/assets/veterans/downloads/pdf/VA-Work-Study-Student-Job-Description-Legal-Intern.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/veterans/downloads/pdf/VA-Work-Study-Student-Job-Description_Outreach-and-External-Affairs-2.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/veterans/downloads/pdf/va-work-study-student-job-description-veteran-business-promotion-intern.pdf
mailto:VAWorkStudy@veterans.nyc.gov
https://www.nyc.gov/site/veterans/initiatives/va-work-study.page


 

Open Competitive Exams 

 

Housing Assistant - Housing Assistants, under general supervision, with some latitude 

for independent action or decision, perform work of ordinary difficulty and responsibility in 

the administration and management of the NYC Housing Authority’s public housing and 

leased housing program. All Housing Assistants perform related work. 

 

Call Center Representative - Call Center Representatives, under supervision, in the 

Office of Information Technology and Innovation (OTI) New York City 24-hour 3-1-1 Call 

Center, provide a single point of contact for all non-emergency City services utilizing state-

of-the-art telephone and interactive computer systems, respond to phone inquiries from 

the public, provide customer service and information to callers, take complaints and 

service requests and forward them for further action; enter inquiries, complaints and 

requests into appropriate computer systems, and perform related clerical and computer 

support work. 

 

Youth Development Specialist - Youth Development Specialists under supervision, and 

with limited latitude for the exercise of independent judgment and initiative, work as part of 

an interdisciplinary team to provide secure, safe care, and skill-based therapeutic 

interventions for pre-adjudicated and post-adjudicated youth in juvenile detention facilities 

and other ACS operated or managed juvenile justice facilities and programs. To read 

more, visit the full job description here! 

 

To receive monthly updates on upcoming civil service exams click the button below to be 

directed to the Subscribe to the DCAS Newsletter page. On the registration form, select 

"City Jobs and Civil Service Announcements". 

 

Subscribe to the DCAS Newsletter Here  

 

 

https://a856-exams.nyc.gov/OASysWeb/exams
https://www.nyc.gov/site/dcas/about/citywide-administrative-services-newsletter-sign-up.page


 

Programs and Initiatives 

 

Affordable Housing For Veterans 
 

 

The NYC Department of Veterans' 

Services (DVS) maintains a list of federal, 

state, and city programs that offers a 

limited, but selective list of affordable 

housing options for veterans seeking 

financial relief for their housing 

arrangements. Visit our Affordable 

Housing for Veterans page to learn more.  

 

 

Empowering Veteran Business Owners 
 

 

The primary mission of the VBLA is to 

serve Veterans seeking support and 

assistance with running a business and in 

their pursuit of New York City Government 

contracting opportunities. Our leadership 

association engages with the private 

sector, government, advisory board, and 

local partners to build a consortium that 

facilitates the growth and development of 

Veteran Businesses.  
 

 

VetBizNYC: Supporting Veteran Entrepreneurship 

https://www.nyc.gov/site/veterans/index.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/veterans/index.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/veterans/services/vet-affordable-housing.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/veterans/services/vet-affordable-housing.page
https://www.nycvbla.org/
https://www.nyc.gov/site/veterans/services/vet-affordable-housing.page
https://www.nycvbla.org/


 

 

DVS has launched VetBizNYC, an 

interactive map that identifies Veteran-

owned businesses across the five 

boroughs. New Yorkers can use our 

interactive map to find and support 

Veteran-owned businesses in their 

community. 

 

 

Are You Getting the Benefits You Deserve? 
 

 

The NYC Department of Veterans' 

Services (DVS) represents NYC 

Veterans in claims for benefits from 

the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs. 

Our team is also qualified to assist with 

PACT Act related claims. If you had a 

toxic exposure during your service, time is 

crucial for you to get the benefits you 

deserve. To file a claim, fill out 

the VetConnectNYC.org form 

and select Benefits Navigation as your 

preferred service. 
 

 

VetConnectPro: A First-in-the-Nation Employment Tool 

https://vetbiznyc.cityofnewyork.us/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/veterans/index.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/veterans/index.page
https://www.va.gov/
http://vetconnectnyc.org/?fbclid=IwAR3E9FG39sw0yuFXdE69rdwj3tTdrw-TgmUyUCTxZoyhkapQg1-STdY7rt4
https://vetbiznyc.cityofnewyork.us/
http://vetconnectnyc.org/


 

 

VetConnectPro, is a new employment 

tool designed to help Veterans find 

employment within NYC government. 

The platform features a military skills 

translator that can match your service 

experience and Military Occupational 

Specialty (MOS) to City jobs and civil 

service exams. Upload your resume 

and get started 

today: nyc.gov/vetconnectpro. 
 

 

 

Newsletter Sign-up 

 

If you received this newsletter by way of a friend or colleague and have yet to sign-up on 

your own, click here, and stay up-to-date with the latest news impacting the community, 

updates on city services, info on DVS programs, Veteran-specific resources & more. 

 

 

Contact Us 

 

• Complete a service request form at vetconnectnyc.org 

• Message the Commissioner 

• Partner with DVS 

• Press Inquiries 

• Event Request Form 

Stay tuned on our website www.nyc.gov/vets and social media 

platforms @nycveterans, or via email at connect@veterans.nyc.gov. 

 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/veterans/initiatives/vetconnectpro.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/veterans/initiatives/vetconnectpro.page
https://nyc.us16.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=f7b9346505d410be91f983085&id=1c42dfcee9
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvetconnectnyc.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CConnectDVS%40veterans.nyc.gov%7Caf1747a0e2784b21708a08d88fea6d78%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637417584308357948%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=7pofXkHZUR17%2BunMKyYoMnM%2F2hy10TszkM4oIcYY%2FAA%3D&reserved=0
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/veterans/contact/message-the-commissioner.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/veterans/contact/partner-with-dvs.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/veterans/contact/press-inquiries.page
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=x2_1MoFfIk6pWxXaZlE7777vG0jplc5Mkrs11Hx-qvpURERDSlAzWjZMU1NFUjdZUVlJREFCOTBNTy4u
http://nyc.gov/vets
https://twitter.com/nycveterans
mailto:press@veterans.nyc.gov?subject=Newsletter%20feedback%20
https://dvs.yourjobpath.com/

