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PROCEEDI NGS
CHAI R JOSHI : Good morning. The
time now is 10:05 a.m We had on the
agenda today two votes. One on the
proposed TPEP rules, which we had a
hearing on | ast month. And we're having

a hearing on changing to the yell ow

medal |l i on rul es around what vehicles can
be hacked up. But we don't,
unfortunately, have a forum today. We

can have the hearing, but we can't have
the vote on either.

In I'ight of the fact that
essentially hack up rules are rules that
woul d affect decisions people are making
now, or are going to be making in the
next couple of weeks, we will waive the
current rules and act as if these rules
were promul gated until we can come
t oget her and vote because the commi ssion
i's unani mous in support and so we're
trying to schedule that vote for May
7t h. And in the meantime, if people
have questi ons about what vehicles can

be hacked up given this sort of |imbo
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time, please contact us or contact
Assi stant Commi ssioner Gridley and we'll
be happy to work with you to clarify
t hi ngs. We understand that delaying a
vote does change people's business
deci sions and we want to try to mtigate
agai nst that as much as possible.

We are |l ooking at May 7th for
anot her meeting where we would come just
for the purpose of voting on those two
packages. There would be no hearing and
it should be pretty brief. As soon as

we can | ock down the 7th as the dat e,

we'll let everybody know.
In the meantime, | want to thank
everybody for com ng this morning. ' m

very excited to announce our new Deputy
Commi ssioner for Finance Adm nistration,
Jenni fer Gavitts (Phonetic), who |"]
make stand up.

(Appl ause.)

CHAI R JOSHI : | know many of you are
fam liar with M dori Valdivia who left a
few months ago to join the MIA, and

Jennifer Gavitts is joining us in the
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position that M dori held as Deputy
Commi ssi oner for Finance and
Admi ni stration. She comes to us from
t he Department of Social Services and
Human Resources for External Affairs.
In 2014, she built from the ground up
the entire I D NYC operations. Hiring
the staff, planning the IT, doing the
procurements, the infrastructures, the
bills, and managing the admi nistration
of the roll out.

It's undisputed that this program
exceeded all expectations and over
700, 000 New Yorkers were enrolled in its
first year, thanks in |arge part to the
wor k that Jennifer did. I n addition to
her substantial experience in the public
sector, she also has substanti al
experience consulting for public service
clients, and this will be a valuable
skill as she navigates (inaudible) just
with our partners in the private sector.
We know that Jennifer will also be
val uable to us as we |aunch new programs

here at the TLC, including the expansion
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of wheel chair accessibility in the
for-hire sector. Pl ease join me in
giving Jennifer a warm wel come.

(Appl ause.)

CHAI R JOSHI : | also want to mention
some of the more difficult aspects of
the industry that has been prevalent in
al most every meeting we have. I n March
there was a tragedy for the TLC license
driver community when Nicanor Ochisor, a
medal I i on owner and taxi owner, took his
life and it followed several other
sui ci des.

At anot her commi ssion meeting |
spoke of awareness or GoFundMe page for
the famly of Jeffrey Camacho, who was
shot eight times and miraculously lived,
and this by a passenger who was
attempting to rob himand did for $23.

Today, | want to highlight that
there is also a GoFundMe page for the
fam |y of Nicanor Ochisor and if you'd
i ke to support you can go to
www. gof undme. com/ f undf ort heochi sorfami ly

and with that, what we can do today,
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even though we don't have a forum, is
listen to the presentation from Charl es
Fury (Phonetic) on the changes to the
yell ow medallion rules that are
proposed.

MR. FURY: Good mor ni ng,
comm ssioners. Today |I'Il be sharing a
brief presentation on the proposed rul es
bef ore you that we'll be having a public
heari ng on and voting on at the next
commi ssioner meeting.

The proposed rules include four
updates to existing regul ations.
Specifically, the increased taxi vehicle
choice for those purchasing a vehicle to
use as a taxicab. Al'l ow used vehicles
to be placed into service as a taxicab.
Update current taxi improvement funds
and street hail livery fund rules and
uni formy apply the existing seven-year
retirement schedul e.

Additionally, the proposed rul es
codify existing policies and practices
foll owed today in the most serious cases

where TLC seeks to revoke the |icenses
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of unfit drivers. Today, the
chairperson issues a written deci sion
accepting, rejecting, or modifying
those remembered decisions and the
deci sion includes the chair's reasons
t herefore.

Additionally, drivers convicted of
one or more crimnal offenses are
revoked only if there is a finding of a
direct relationship between the cri mi nal
of fenses and the duties of the |licensee
and that continued |icenser proposes an
unreasonable risk to public safety.

By codifying these policies and

practices, the proposed rules ensure

future licensees are afforded the same
procedural protection as those |icensees
received today. However, since these

provisions do not represent a change
from current practices, they will not be
a focus of my presentation.

Today, unrestricted medallions are
not required to be used with the
wheel chair accessible vehicle may be

used with the Nissan taxi of tomorrow, a
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wheel chair accessible for a | arge
hybrid. Al t hough hybrids are typically
preferred by taxi drivers as a result of
their | ow operating cost, only a limted
number of vehicles currently meet the
hybri ds specs.

The proposed rules would amend the
vehicle specs for use of m d-size
sedans. Vehicles that are currently a
popul ar vehicle choice in the FHV
sector. Not ably, this change can be
made wi t hout i mpacting passenger
comforts since m nimum requirements for
head and | egroom as well as seat depth,
remai n unchanged.

Today, only vehicles with | ess than
500 mles can be placed in the service
as a taxicab. However, no similar
restrictions exist in other TLC
regul ated sectors. Requiring new
vehicles only in the taxi sector has
obvi ous economi c i mpacts.

The proposed rules would again
permt the use of used vehicles in the

taxi sector. Vehicles with more than
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500 mles could be placed into service
as a taxicab, so long as that vehicle
meets all taxicab specifications.
Additionally, all vehicles must pass
TLC's comprehensive safety emi ssion

i nspection before they can be pl aced
into service. And this proposed rule
making is a resolve of the two-year
pil ot program testing the use of used
vehicles in the taxicab sector.

Used vehicles will receive the
uni formed seven-year vehicle retirement
schedul e applicable to all taxis today,
| ess the age of the vehicle. As an
example, a 2015 vehicle placed into
service today would be three years old.
The difference between the current year
hack up and the model year of the
vehicle in this case would equal three
years.

This three-year old vehicle would
have to be removed from service in 2022
and we get to that date by applying the
standard retirement schedul e, the

current cal endar year, plus seven years,
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is 2025, less the age of the vehicle
| eaves us to 2022 retirement date.

Current rules governing the taxi
i mprovement fund and street hail livery
i mprovement fund require the 30 cent
passenger surcharge, the allocated and
separate driver and vehicle fund. Bot h
drivers and fl eet operators have asked
that a 50 cent per trip driver payment
t hat are paid to drivers who complete
trips in a wheelchair accessi ble vehicle
be increased to provide additional
incentives to drivers.

However, without the ability to
adjust this allocation, TLC is unable to
increase driver payments under the
current rule structure. The proposed
rules would allow TLC to periodically
review avail able funds and then adjust
t he payments accordingly. Prelim nary
analysis reveals that TLC would be able
to increase driver accessibility
payments should these rules be adopted.

The final topic is a uniformed

seven-year retirement schedul e. Current
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TLC rul es provide that all vehicles

pl aced into service on or after April
20, 2015, are assigned a uniformed
seven-year retirement schedul e. Those
vehicles must be removed seven years
after the vehicle is placed into
service. However, vehicles that were
pl aced into service April 20, 2015,
follow under the old retirement rules.
And as such, have retirement schedul es
from anywhere between three and

seven years.

The proposed rules would close this

gap and apply the uniformed seven-year
retirement schedule to all taxis

regardless if they were placed into

service before or after April 20, 2015.

Of course, vehicles can only remain in
service until the retirement date if
t hey pass all safety and emi ssions
i nspecti ons.

The proposed rules before you are
about one part of an ongoing effort to
continually review and i mprove TLC

regul ations in response to ongoing
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changes in the city's for-hire industry.
This work has resulted in the uniform
application of important public policy
safety and consumer protections beyond
just the taxicab industry. Changes such
as universal TLC driver license,

uni formed driver education requirements
regardless if a driver wi shes to operate
a taxi or an FHV, trip record
requirements and for-hire bases and most
recently increasing accessibility in the
for-hire sector. Al'l important
regul ati ons that previously applied only
to taxis.

Additionally, the work has resulted
in modernized regul ations that reduce
regul atory board burdens while still
ensuring i mportant public policy
objectives are met. These changes have
included elim nating the owner must
drive requirement in taxis, allowi ng any
taxi owner to remove the partition in
their vehicle if they install an
in-vehicle camera system. Testing

flexible taxi | eases that respond to the
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wor ki ng hours drivers prefer, as well as
testing upfront pricing taxi trips
booked through apps.

These changes, |ike those changes
bef ore you today, |l ook to remove
regul atory barriers that may tamper with
the taxis' ability to compete with the
ot her for-hire sectors.

' m happy to answer any questi ons
you may have.

(No response.)

MR. FURY: Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR. W LSON: We have one speaker
signed up, Peter Mazer, MIBOT.

MR. MAZER: Good mor ni ng, Chair and
members of the commi ssion. My name is
Peter Mazer, and | am General Counsel to
the Metropolitan Taxicab Board of Trade
in association with representing the
owners and operators of more than 5,500
medal | i on taxicabs.

We al so operate the MIBOT driver's
resource center, providing a variety of

training and other services, including
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free |l egal representation to more than
20, 000 drivers operating taxicabs for
our members. At the outset, | want to

t hank the commi ssion for proposing these
rules and | | ook forward to their

i mmedi ate adoption.

Today, the medallion industry is
facing unprecedented chall enges.

Ri dership has plummeted by more than 30
percent over the |ast four years,

| argely due to the proliferation of

(i naudi bl e) vehicles which clog the
streets, which are often cavalier with
respect to public safety and operate an
entirely different regulatory realm
Wth no Ilimts on the numbers of

| icensed vehicles, vehicle choice, bares
charge to a motive operation.

Today the commi ssion is considering
some very sensible changes to a few of
the rules governing the taxicab
i ndustry. Changes that will have no
I mpact on public safety or quality of
service. All taxicabs are required to

undergo rigorous inspections with the
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TLC facility three times a year. No
vehicle can be made in service as a taxi
cab unless it passes inspection.

Amendi ng these rules will allow any
taxicab to remain in service for use as
a taxicab for up to a maxi mum of
seven years, as long as it continues to
meet these rigorous inspection
requirements. Makes sense in |light of
the fact that today's cabs are safer and
cl eaner than taxi cabs from years ago
when shorter vehicle retirement periods
wer e mandat ed.

Li kewi se, we applaud the decision of
the TLC to allow most owners to select,
within limts, the vehicle model that
best serves their needs as a taxicab.
Owners will once again be able to select
from an array of vehicles, each of which
meet TLC' s standards for size, comfort,
and durability that best services the
desires of their drivers and the riding
public.

I n addition, certain owners will be

permtted to place into service as taxi
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cabs vehicles that have been previously
used as green cabs, black cars, or
private vehicles. Provi ded again, al

st andards of size, comfort, safety, and
durability are met.

Finally, | commend the TLC for
proposing some changes to rules
governing the suspension and revocation
of licenses for individuals who have
been charged with or convicted of a
crime. Public safety has al ways been a
priority of the commi ssion, but it's
al ways a difficult decision to deprive
someone of his or her livelihood.

Proposed rules are clarified and
necessarily linked between a crimi nal
of fense and an individual's fitness to
transport passengers for-hire. Rul es
mandat ed that each person charged with
or convicted of a crime is treated as an
i ndi vi dual worthy of due-process and
fair treatment under the | aw. This will
be accomplished by still ensuring that
there is no unreasonable risks to the

public, and that individuals will be
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subject to adverse |license and

consequences only if the offenses

related to the duties of the licensee.

This is the standard use of most
empl oyment situations and is an
appropriate standard in renewi ng
| icensing decisions, and this will
ensure the integrity licensing proces

| note that when the commi ssion does

S.

some wonderful things, |ooks |like nobody

shows up. But |'m here to say that |
commend the staff that we work with.

commend the comm ssioners putting

We

t ogether this very comprehensive package

which is fair to owners, drivers, and
the public. This is a significant st
in protecting the taxicab in the
for-hire industries, strengthing the
i ndustry, and while at the same time
enabling the comm ssion to fulfill it
mandate to protect the public.

| thank you for giving me the
opportunity to testify this morning,
"1l be happy to answer any questions

you may have.

to

ep

S

and
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(No response.)

CHAI R JOSHI : Thank you.

Wth that, we will close the meeting
at 10:25 a.m and anticipate that we can
meet again on May 7th. But we'll et
you know as soon as that's finalized to
vote on both the revised TPEP rules and
the rules that were for public hearing
today. And in the meantime, for those
people who would |like to hack up under
t he proposed rules, please contact us
because we will be able to forego our
current rules while we're waiting for
the final vote on May 7th.

That ends the public meeting.

Thank you.

(Thereupon, the exami nation was

concluded at 10: 25 A. M)
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CERTI FI CATE
STATE OF NEW YORK)
' SS
COUNTY OF NASSAU )

|, JAMES A. TETTA, a Notary Public within
and for the State of New York, do hereby
certify:

That the witness whose exami nation is
herei nbefore set forth was duly sworn and that
such an exami nation is a true record of the
testimony given by such a witness.

| further certify that | am not related to

any of these parties to this action by bl ood or
marri age, and that | am not in any way
interested in the outcome of this matter.

| N Wl TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set ny
hand this 25th day of April, 2017.
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