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Owner Must Drive Rules & the 

Independent Medallion Driver Option 

 

The New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission (TLC) 

recently modified its Owner Must Drive Rules to allow a Medallion 

owner to designate, under an Independent Medallion Driver Option, an 

Independent Medallion Driver for a one year period beginning on 

January 1 of each calendar year.  The designation form MUST be 

submitted to the TLC by November 1 of the current year for the 

upcoming year (for example, a designation for Calendar Year 2013 

must be submitted to the TLC no later than November 1, 2012). 

The Independent Medallion Driver selected would be 

responsible for satisfying the owner’s service requirement.  One 

change of the designated driver will be allowed during the calendar 

year period.  If the designated driver does not cover the required shifts, 

the owner of the medallion MUST drive the vehicle themselves to 

make up the difference. 

The form that will need to be completed by both the Medallion 

Owner and the selected Driver can be found at the following locations 

on our web site: 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/tlc/downloads/pdf/ind_med_driver_desig_rem

oval_app.pdf, 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/tlc/html/licenses/medallion_main.shtml. 

The form lists the documents and the payment amount that are 

required by the TLC for this option to be selected.  Failure to complete 

the form in its entirety and to provide all required documents and 

payment will result in the request being denied. 

The standard annual filing deadline of November 1, 2011 for the 

upcoming year has been extended to December 23, 2011 for those 

medallion owners seeking to designate a driver under the Owner Must 

Drive Option for Calendar Year 2012.  This is a one-time extension of 

the deadline.  Future selection documents, beginning with the 2012 

submissions for Calendar Year 2013, must be filed by November 1 of 

the current year for the following calendar year.  Late filed documents 

will NOT be accepted. 
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