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CHAI R VALDI VI A: Good morning. | am
calling the meeting to order at 10:11
A-M M name is Mdori Valdivia.
Comm ssi oner and Chair of the TLC.

" m joined today by a board of
comm ssioners: Comm ssioner Mtchell
Comm ssi oner Vel azquez, Comm ssioner
Bader, and Conm ssi oner Bierstein.

Thank you, comm ssioners, for joining
t oday. | ' m grateful to serve beside
you.

Today we are holding this meeting to
vote on a driver relief rule package in
a resolution for increased
accessibility: Financing the ATLAS
program

Il will say this week | have been in
mour ni ng. Last week, a third taxi
driver died after taking a fare fromthe
airport to the West Village. Three taxi
drivers died in yellow taxis in the past
three months. And | want to speak their
name into the record and | ask for a
moment of silence to acknow edge and

honor their |ives. Khal i fa Siwa,

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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Ri chard Coul i baly, and Jagjit Singh.

Ri chard Coul i baly passed on
July 5th. He drove for 19 years and was
fromthe Ivory Coast. Khalifa Siwa
passed on August 26t h. He drove for
20 years and was from Tanzania. And
Jagjit Singh passed on September 11th.
He drove for 19 years and was from
I ndia. And they |eave a | egacy of
famly and friends who |ove them They
al so served the great City of New York
as its ambassadors and guides. There
are almost 1 mllion trips, TLC trips,
taken a day, and that makes us the third
| argest transportation mode in New YorKk
City. And | know as conmm ssioners,
we're all proud of that. Everyday there
are 180,000 drivers just like M. Siwa,
M. Coulibaly, and M. Singh. The power
of the system And they represent the
very best of our city. W take these
deat hs very seriously and we are
commtted to ensuring that TLC can
better serve its drivers meeting where

they are, and that's why we're here.
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Today marks Day 113 for me on this
job. Working days, | believe. | am
proud of the quick work that TLC staff
put together in this rule package.
Driver dignity, how they earn a |living,
and what they earn is a key priority for
me. This rule package was we have heard
fromour driver community is just a
starting point of how we can think about
how t his agency better serves drivers
reduce financial issues. Some things
may not be enough, but we do have to
move fast.

When we held our driver survey
earlier this sumer, we asked drivers
what is an issue that is nost pressing
for them One in four were about
26 percent drivers shared that fines and
penalti es have caused them t he nost
frustration on the job. Leaders from
driver comunities as related to these
deat hs have called for healthcare funds,
retirement benefits, nmpre access to
bat hrooms in taxi stands. And we are

| ooking into these initiatives.
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At the public hearing on August 13,
2026, for this proposed rul e package, we
heard from countl ess drivers who gave us
very hel pful insight on how we can
modi fy our rules to better serve their
needs. And | am very grateful for the
drivers who showed up and candidly
shared their frustrations with us. W
proposed elimnation of fines associ ated
with m ssed inspections for taxicabs and
FHV vehicles, which range from 100 to
500. Both violations result in the
suspensi on of license until conpliance.
Therefore, an additional fine was an
unnecessary burden. Upon that, the
staff coment, we are al so extending
this relief to Street Hail Livery
vehicles as well.

Since the hearing, we al so amended
the MRP Medallion transfer rules so
owners can transfer it to an expanded
list of famly menbers to include
si blings, grandparents, nephews, nieces,
and first cousins. And to be able to

transfer it fromindividual nanes and

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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sol e proprietors to a corporate entity,
for which that individual retains
100 percent exclusive interest in the
corporate entity.

Drivers in the | ast hearing al so
spoke about how maybe they didn't have
i medi ate fam |y members that would want
to take on this MRP | oan and maybe t hey
would like to eventually transfer their
Medal |l i ons to other folks with six or
| ess Medal lions that may be eligible for
the MRP program so they can retire.
Ot her drivers tal ked about being able to
transfer the Medallion to an LLC or
simlar corporate entities that would
m nim ze financial and potential tax
bur dens.

| was particularly struck by a
driver who said "Bottomline is whatever
| say here is not really going to
matter. Because we need a business out

there. We're not |ooking to be

mllionaires. W just want to pay our
bills every nonth." And to that driver
and all others, | say what you say does

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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matter. And | believe all the

comm ssioners are listening, and this is
just the beginning. So we will continue
to work with partners and stakehol ders
to identify meaningful paths for our
remai ni ng Medal li on owners who still
need relief.

And now, |I'm going to hand it over
to our general counsel, Sherryl El uto,
to take us through today's agenda.

MS. ELUTOC: Good mor ni ng. Before we
begin, I want to rem nd everyone that we
shoul d mai ntain proper decorum and
civility. Thank you.

Comm ssioners, the first item before
you are the m nutes fromthe July 15,
2026 comm ssi on neeting. | will now
call for a vote to adopt those m nutes.
Al'l in favor for adopting, please raise
your hands.

(Hands raised.)

MS. ELUTO: Thank you. Votes are
unani mous. Next item

We have report on our ATLAS Pil ot.

We have Assistant Comm ssi oner for

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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Program Pl anni ng and Management, Ci ndi
Davi dson, and Sharm n Kashem our Deputy
Director of programs. And | believe
Sharm n, you're giving the presentation
first.

MS. KASHEM  Thank you, Conmm ssioner
Val di via and thank you, Sherryl. Good
mor ni ng, Comm ssioners. M name is
Sharm n Kashem and |'m the Deputy
Di rector of Programs at the TLC Owner
Driver Resource Center. It has been a
year since we began the accessible taxi
| oan assi stance service, also known as
ATLAS Pil ot Program And today | wil
be providing an overview of the program
and our recommendati ons.

About the Pilot Program The ATLAS
Pil ot resolution was adopted on
April 30th, 2025. The TLC and
partnership with the Disability
Opportunity Fund, DOF, and the Enmpire
St ate Devel opnent, ESD, and the New York
Taxi Workers Alliance, NTWA, worked
together with a common goal: To get

mor e wheel chair-accessi bl e vehi cl e WAVs

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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on the road by assisting small business
Medal I i on owners in obtaining a
financial pathway.

The ATLAS programis designed to
support 100 i ndependent Medallion owners
in converting or hacking up their
vehicle into a wheel chair-accessible
vehicle. A $30,000 Taxi | nprovenent
Fund, TIF grant, will go towards the
purchase of the vehicle if the Medallion
owner is approved and be redirected to
the Disability Opportunity Fund. The
DOF in turn will work directly through
their partnership with Toyota to secure
accessi ble Sienna taxis. On
Sept ember 29, 2025, the first | oan
application was approved and signed.

So let's talk a little bit about the
eligibility and application steps. To
become part of the Pilot Program
Medal I i on owners nust conpl ete an
eligibility and application process. To
get started, a Medallion owner will
complete the TLC eligibility form and

TIF enroll ment process. Once conpl eted,

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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TLC will review the owner's eligibility
status and conpl ete that process. |
determ ned eligible, TLC will notify the
Di sability Opportunity Fund. The DOF
will review the | oan application and any
correspondi ng documentation. Once
approved, the owner will be connected to
Toyota. After conpletion of a hack-up
and vehicle inspection, the Medallion
owner will receive a $30,000 TIF grant
to their | oan. If the Medallion owner's
vehicle is close to their vehicle's
retirement date, an owner may be
eligible to receive a vehicle hardship
extension as well as an additional
extension while their application is
under review. This may only be
considered for only one tinme. However,
in order to be considered, they mnust
conpl ete the vehicle extension request
form

So as we nentioned in the previous
slide, Medallion owners nmust conpl ete an
interest formto determ ne

pre-eligibility before they're connected

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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to the Disability Opportunity Fund. TLC
considers eligibility based on the
filing criteria. A Medallion owner nust
own one Medallion and is confirmed that
they are the sole proprietor or
princi pl e sharehol der of the corporate
entity which owns the Medallion. The
vehicle nmust be within 120 days of their
vehicle retirement day and during the
time of their application pre-screening.
The owner must not owe any nmoney to the
TLC or any other City agencies. |If
their Medallion loan is part of the
Medal lion relief program they nust be

i n good standing. Qualified Medallion
owners will complete a nmemorandum of
under st andi ng, also known as the MOU,
with the TLC to confirm participation in
the Pilot Program Once the TLC has
confirmed this information, Medallion
owners will be connected to our

Di sability Opportunity Fund where the
final determ nation of the | oan wl
occur.

Since the start of the program we

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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have received a total of 353 interest
forms. And of those 353, 230 Medallion
owners have been deemed eligible and
gualified to participate in the program
However, we have deemed 123 applicants
not qualified for the program for a
variety of reasons such as their hack up
date has not been current or there are
multiple principles Iisted on the
Medal |'i on.

So as we tal k about the year of this
program once the Medallion owner passes
the eligibility screening and TIF
enroll ment, they're referred over to the
Di sability Opportunity Fund for review
and approval. As of August 31st, 2026,
a total of 78 Medallion owners had been
sent over to the DOF. Of that, 42 | oan
applications have been approved and the
remai ni ng 33 have pending | oan
applications. Which can mean they are
either in the process of submtting
their | oan docunments or working towards
conpleting a | oan application process.

Lastly, there's about three individuals

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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who have declined to continue with the
program which could be for a variety of
ot her reasons.

Loan performance. So, how does the
process work? Instead of financing the
full $81,000 at cost of a traditional
WAV purchase, ATLAS brings down the cost
down to $51, 000 after the 30,000 TIF
grant is applied. Wth this, a
Medal I 'i on owner will now have an
esti mated | oan payment of $686 a nonth.
Wth this new | oan structure, it has
al l owed six Medallion owners to
officially pay off their |l oan. As of
August 31, 2026, we have al so disbursed
$990,000 in TIF grants. Lastly, the
retention rate of Medallion ownership is
on 100 percent. Meaning every Medallion
owners has been able to keep their
Medal I i ons going through the ATLAS
program

TLC recomendations. As we reviewed
t his past year, our recommendation to
the Comm ssion is to extend the ATLAS

Pil ot Program for an additional one

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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year. Extending the program gives nore
smal | busi ness Medal lion owners an
opportunity to obtain | ow cost financing
of a WAV. It would also provide us with
nore time to properly evaluate the
program performance, identify areas for
i mprovenent, and understand its i npact
over a |longer period of time. As for
the results, it speaks for thensel ves.
As we currently have 36 Medallions on
the road for a total of 55,984 trips
compl eted after vehicle hack-up and
i nspection. Wth the extension of this
program we hope to continue to expand
t he accessible fleet and | ower the cost
of vehicle |loans to support the econom c
totality of the taxi sector.

We thank you for this time. And |
will now like to introduce, Cindi
Davi dson, Assistant Comm ssi oner of
Program Pl anni ng Management in the
Di vi si ons of Operations, People and
| nnovati ons to answer any questi ons.
Thank you.

MS. DAVI DSON: Thank you,

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




© 00 N o o b~ wWw NP

N DN DN D MNP P P P P P P PP
o b~ W N B O O 00 N OO O p»~ w N +» O

In Re Conmm ssion Meeting NYC - Taxi & Linousine Conm ssion

Septenber 17, 2026

16

Comm ssi oner.

CHAI R VALDI VI A: Comm ssi oner
Bi erstein has a questi on.

COMM SSI ONER BI ERSTEI N: My question
is | noticed on the slide here that
there are 78 applications in progress
with the Disability Opportunity Fund.

But on the previous slide, you saw that
230 applicants had been deenmed
gualified. That is, we went fromthe
353 applications to the 230 that were
gualified because 123 weren't. So | was
wonderi ng why there are only 78
applications in progress with the DOF?
What happened to the rest of those 230
who the TLC found qualified, and in
theory, referred to the DOF that seemto
not have anything in progress wth DOF?

MS. DAVI DSON: ' m so glad you asked
t hat question because | knew it was
definitely going to come up in the way
t hat we were, with our presentation. So
the 230 that were deemed eligible, they
met the Pil ot Program ownership

requi rements. So they met that the

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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i ndi vi dual Medal lion owner, they didn't
own any ot her Medallions, and their
vehicle was within the time range to
participate in the pilot. The second
part of that phase of the enroll ment
process is to conplete a couple of other
steps before they get to the Disability
Opportunity Fund. So one, as part of
this program the drivers enroll in the
Taxi | mprovenment Fund prior to going to
the Disability Opportunity Fund. V\hich
is different than the normal TIF process
where drivers will enroll in TIF after
their vehicle is hacked up. So, for
some Medal | ion owners, the TIF
enrol | ment process, they needed sone
addi ti onal assistance or they didn't
follow through with the enroll ment
process, to then nove them along to the
Di sability Opportunity Fund because the
TIF enrol Il ment had been to conpl et ed.
There were some that ended up
hacking up their vehicle outside of the
program for whatever reason. And then

there were others who just decided that

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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they weren't interested in the program
and they withdrew. So that's kind of
how we went from 230 down to the 78.

CHAI R VALDI VI A: | believe
Comm ssioner Vel azquez has a questi on.

COMM SSI ONER BADER: Foll owi ng up on
t hat --

CHAI R VALDI VI A: " m sorry.
Comm ssi oner Vel azquez has a question,
and then I'"Il let Comm ssioner Bader go.

COWM SSI ONER VELAZQUEZ: Thank you
for the presentation. Appreciate it.

So just, you're gonna extend the program
for how | ong now?

MS. DAVI DSON: One year. One year
recommendati on for one year.

COMM SSI ONER VELAZQUEZ: So, is the
goal to hit the hundred in the progrant?
Because it sounds |ike you had, it was
sonmething like 43 in, 38 in progress. I
don't remenmber the numbers exactly. So,
is the goal to get to that hundred in
t he year or are you |l ooking to expand
from that hundred and add or is that

somet hing that you can't do because the

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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program doesn't all ow?

MS. DAVI DSON: Ri ght now, we are
| ooking to meet that hundred. | think
there's a lot. | can't speak for the
Di sability Opportunity Fund. But |
think there's a ot of interest in
supporting this program and making it
nore permanent or exam ning the
eligibility. So we want to make sure we
get that to that hundred. W have the
funding for that hundred. We want to
get those vehicles on the road. And
then we want to reevaluate how this wil
help the industry more expansively.

CHAI R VALDI VI A: Thank you.
Comm ssi oner Bader and then | have a
comment .

COMM SSI ONER BADER: | remember a
year or so ago when this first came up.
And we were all very excited about the
possi bility and the opportunity to
assi st the disability community and so
|*m proud that we did that a year ago.
And I'm certainly very pleased to see

that it's been as successful as it's

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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been. So I'm very happy about that and
' m very excited to be in a position
where we can now extend that program for
a year. | have two questions.

One is followi ng up on what
Comm ssioners Bierstein saying is that
it seemed like a third of the people who
are actually now in the program and have
t hose Medallions. But is there, did you
find the way or is there a way that
you' re thinking, that maybe going
forward, we can increase that percentage
so that more than a third of people, so
to speak, who maybe want this, who is
eligible and be able to maintain it. | s
there anything we can do to increase
t hat percentage? Are you aware of that?

MS. DAVIDSON: So can you, what is
your question?

COMM SSI ONER BADER: My question is,
only a third, to follow up, only a third
of the people who qualified --

MS. DAVI DSON:  Yeabh.

COVM SSI ONER BADER: Right. Only a

third of that then now are within that

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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program

MS. DAVI DSON: So you want to
I ncrease that share?

COMM SSI ONER BADER: Ri ght . I's
there a way we can, we can have a higher
percentage than a third going forward?

MS. DAVIDSON: Yes. And there's a
couple of things that we've done as an
agency to already inprove that process.
One is we created a special kind of
pat hway for TIF enroll ment for ATLAS
applicants. So normally, under kind of
regul ar process, the TIF enrollment form
woul d be mailed in. We made changes
about halfway into the programto ease
t hat burden, to allow anyone who is
applying for TIF to e-mail their
enrol lment formto us and we woul d kind
of help expedite that process. So |
think that's going to help.

| know the teans are al so doing nore
outreach and follow-up calls to
i nterested Medallion owners to find out
hey, do you need help with anything

along this process. The New York Taxi

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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Wor kers Alliance al so does that.

And then what we're also going to be
doi ng, the team does targeted outreach
to drivers and taxis that nmeet the
program but haven't necessarily
submtted their interest form So we've
al so done proactive outreach to meet, to
target those groups and say hey, do you

know about this program? |If so, let's
tell you nore about it.

COWM SSI ONER BADER: And foll owi ng
up on that. If we, the target is a
hundred. |If we were in the position
where we could exceed that, would we
have the ability to exceed that hundred
and put nmore than a hundred of these in
to this progranm? Or is there sone kind
of, is that a self, so to speak? |Is
t hat a nunber that we come up or could
we concei vably have nore than a hundred
vehicles in this progrant?

MS. DAVIDSON: So right now, we have
funding for the 100. Bet ween Empire

St ate Devel opment and then our grant

program - -

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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COMM SSI ONER BADER: Ri ght .

MS. DAVIDSON: -- and the financing
structure. | think we would |ove to be
able to expand it.

COVWM SSI ONER BADER: And ny | ast
guestion is we are continuing the
programwith Hillside Toyota, |
under st and?

MS. DAVI DSON: Yes.

COWMM SSI ONER BADER: So no news is
good news. | haven't heard anything bad
relative to them But have there been
any issues or have you | ooked into maybe
we want to split it up and get another
franchi se, another dealer involved or is
t here anything worked well with Hillside
and that's why we're just going to
continue with Hillside?

MS. DAVI DSON: So, the background
with Hillside Toyota is the Disability
Opportunity Fund had a relationship with
Toyota corporate and the Toyota
foundation. And so they were able to
ki nd of bridge that gap and then

i dentify a dealership in the New York

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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City area to be able to provide this
service. And so, Hillside Toyota, |
believe, was identified to do that. I
haven't heard any sort of issues with
the kind of vehicle purchase process. I
t hi nk what some drivers are experiencing
now, and what we've been told by the
Disability Opportunity Fund, is there's
now been a bit of delay. So then
getting a vehicle and the vehicles
supply. And now there is, | think it's
a one nonth | ag between when a | oan
application is approved and then waiting
to get a vehicle.

COWM SSI ONER BADER: Under today's
rule that's not really a long time. So
that's fine. And | presunme nost of
these are Toyota Siennas, right, that
they're using?

MS. DAVIDSON: They're all Toyota
Siennas. Yes. Accessible Toyota
Si enna. Hybrids.

CHAI R VALDI VI A: Thank you. The
only comment | wanted to raise was |'m

appreciative of Cindi and Sharm n and
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everybody el se who works on this program
as well as the Taxi | nmprovement Fund.

We' ve been doing this for a while, but
this is a new program for us and | have
met with the Disability Opportunity Fund
and our partners on how to think about,
to your points, Comm ssioner Bader,

being able to maxim ze the current funds
so we can actually serve nore people.

So really appreciate. Sherryl.

MS. DAVI DSON: Thank you.

MS. ELUTO: Conm ssioners, so we're
calling for a vote on the resolution to
extend this program for one year. It
wi Il conclude on Septenber 28th, 2027 so
we can reach the goal of 100
partici pates. Do we have a vote?

(Hands up.)

CHAI R VALDI VI A: That's unani nous.
Thank you.

MS. ELUTO: Al right,

Comm ssioners. We will now turn to
Item 5A on the agenda. Driver relief
penalty reduction and MRP rul e package.

The proposed rule was published in the
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City record on July 13th for public
comment. The public hearing was held by
the TLC on August 13th and the public
comment period ended on August 13th. On
September 14th, the final version of the
proposed rul e was published on our
website and circulated to the

comm ssioners. Along with the hearing
transcript and all written conmments that
were received. Comm ssi oners, are we
havi ng di scussion or are we ready to

move for a vote?

COVM SSI ONER BADER: | have a
gquesti on.
CHAI R VALDI VI A: Il will be calling

on fol ks who want to talk. Yes,
Comm ssi oner Bader.

COMM SSI ONER BADER: This is 5A,
correct? So what exactly now is the
vote on?

MS. ELUTO: On the rule package.

CHAI R VALDI VI A: Sherryl, can you
speak to all elenments of the rule
package, pl ease.

MS. ELUTO: Sur e. Give me a second
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and 1'll go through it with you.

CHAI R VALDI VI A: Our general counsel
has a very big binder of all the things
t hat she has right now for this meeting.
So appreciated, general counsel.

MS. ELUTO: Sure. So you're voting
on the driver license replacenment fee of
$25. We are voting to renmove that fee
as unnecessary. Once you've | ost your
| i cense, you need to come in and get a
new | icense. And presumably, you're not
wor ki ng until you have your |license. So
that seens to be, the $25 seens |ike an
unnecessary extra there.

CHAI R VALDI VI A: Can you tal k about
t he other ones, please?

MS. ELUTOC: Sure, | can.

CHAI R VALDI VI A: There is a $50
stolen license fee.

MS. ELUTO. Yes. Also the $50
stolen license fee. |If you have an
unreadable license, a lost |license, or a
| i cense that does not match your current
appearance, you're supposed to cone in

and get a new photo, a new |license. I
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mean we use the DW photos, but you're
supposed to upgrade and have a |license

t hat accurately | ooks lIike you. W feel
safe to take away the $50 fine because
i f you're commtting fraud, then you're
going to be subject to a higher penalty,
a hi gher summons.

CHAI R VALDI VI A: I will talk about
the other two very quickly just to |ist
it froma line item basis. There is the
elimnation of the fee, or fine, as it
relates to a m ssed vehicle inspection
because we are going through a
suspensi on process anyway. And then
there's the elimnation of m ssed or
| ate drug tests penalty because you are
suspended when you m ssed your drug
test. And so, those are the four fines
and fees. Do you want to talk |ine
items? | have tal ked about them a
little bit already.

MS. ELUTO: Sure. So the MRP Plus
program to expand it. If a driver
di es, so how does the estate transfer

the Medal lion over. So, we're expressly
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giving in the rule proposal is that upon
the death, it can go to the Medallion
owner's famly. And then after the
heari ng, we expanded the list of famly
menbers. So it's cousins, siblings,
grandparents, you know, in case there's
no i mmedi ate fam|ly member that wi shes
to take over the Medallion. W' ve cast
the net a little wider. |t could be
upon death or it could be upon
retirement. |f you wish to now pass it
down to your children. And then, the
MRP guar antee would travel with the
Medal |i on.

Al so, there are situations where
there is a partnership, and they, while
the Medal li on was setup as partnership
and you received the MRP guarantee.
Later on, one partner wi shes to buyout
t he ot her partner. So we're going to
all ow for that procedure.

And what we've al so expanded it upon
hearing your comments was that you can
switch it from if you're an individual

owner, we had heard testinmony that there
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were taxi benefits to incorporating an
LLC or an S Corp. So long as you
retained 100 percent in your name, you
can do that. You can incorporate and
reap whatever tax benefits come to you.
And | believe that's it.

CHAI R VALDI VI A: Okay. Thank you.
Comm ssi oner Bader, yes, go.

COMM SSI ONER BADER: So originally
you said we were voting for 5A, but
really conmbining all to one vote. I's
that correct? MRP as well as the fines
al | .

CHAI R VALDI VI A: It is one set of
proposed rules and the proposed rules
i ncl ude driver relief penalty and MRP.

COWM SSI ONER BADER: So we have a
nunmber of proposals here that have been
grouped toget her. | want to. It's
unfortunate they're grouped together in
my view. | think they're very specific
different issues and I'Il like to
address them The rule relative to the
MRP, | think it is a good idea. It

expands the ability of, for people to
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transfer and maintain the valuation on
their Medallions as well as to change
the structure and | support that.

Rel ative to the m ssed i nspections
for taxicabs. We, one of the wordings
says that both violations may result in

a suspension of the license. The rule

says that the license will be suspended.

There's not a may there. And | think
that that's a pretty strong penalty and
t hat may be enough. We have an issue
with the drug testing. |In that at the
noment, it's by appointment as opposed
to random And | think some of us, |
for one, think that it should be a
random test. And therefore. And since
the fine, since it's a fine, it's not
random

And as a fine for taking something
when you know what it's going to be, ny
| mpression of that is that that the
i ndi vi dual knowi ng that they have to
take a test on a certain day and not
showi ng up means that they may have an

i ssue with that. And t herefore | think
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there should be a fine for that. If we
were to change the rules so that it's a
random test, then you can't m ss the
t est because it's random and then
there'd be no need for there to be a
fine because the test results will speak
for themsel ves.

The other two itenms have to do with
fee for licenses that are | ost or
st ol en. For all of us, all across this
state and this country, we are issued
| i censes and we're issued different
ki nds of certifications that give us
certain rights to operate equi pnment, to
drive, to do all kinds of things. To
perform operations, all of these things.
And that's an inportant distinction and
| mportant privilege that you're given by
t he government and regul atory body.
It's your responsibility, | believe, to
mai ntain that. And it's your
responsibility to make sure you keep it.
And it's your responsibility to make
sure that it's protected. To put, to

not. And any one of us who |oses them
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or destroys them or has to pay a fine to
get a replacenent for any kind of those
| icenses. And | think that that is how
as it should be.

We want to make sure that people
under stand how i nportant these |icenses
are or any other kind of license and to
have a mnimal fine for that, and to
make sure that you're responsible,
think is the appropriate measure.
understand that these, they understand
that these actions will have m ni mal
| mpact one way or another. | think, but
meanwhile | think and we're going to
vote and we're going to vote on this and
it will probably pass. But | think that
these will have m nimal i npact.

Meanwhile, | think they are very,
very inmportant other concerns and issues
which wi Il have greater inpact on
drivers. And those are the issues that
| hope we deal with soon. We have
| ssues with bathroom facilities. W
have issues with deactivation of drivers

by apps. We have rising insurance rates
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fromall kinds across the board. W
have an issue relative to the split of
the fare by the for-hire vehicle apps
among ot her reasons that | think are
much nmore inportant, have a nmuch greater
| mpact on drivers. Those are the issues
that | hope we address soon. | think

t hose are the issues that are nost

i mportant to the drivers in this

i ndustry, and those are the issues that

| hope we do. Meanwhile, | don't really
t hink that anybody, regardless of your
position, should not have to pay for not
bei ng responsible relative to

mai nt ai ni ng and controlling your

| icense. So | am not in support of
those two fines. Thank you.

CHAI R VALDI VI A:  Appreciate your
comment, comm ssioner. Yes,

Comm ssi oner Bierstein.

COMM SSI ONER BI ERSTEI N: | just
wanted to make one comment with the fine
associated with the m ssed drug test. |
agr ee. ' m of the view that fine serves

really no purpose if the license is
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suspended by not doing it on time.
That's sufficient deterrent and | don't
think that the fines add anything, and
for that reason I'"'min favor of it.

However, following up a little bit
wi th what Comm ssi oner Bader nmentioned.
| heard the coments at the hearing
about the way the drug test is
structured, and the fact that it has to
be done by the anniversary date, and the
I ssue of the potential for random drug
testing was raised. | think that in
general, random drug testing where the
person is not aware of when it's going
to be is a more effective means of using
drug testing. And | understand there's
some conmplications or there may be sone
complications in applying that in the
TLC environment.

So | appreciate that that's not
somet hing we can do now. So as |ong as
we have the structure we have, it makes
sense to me to remove that fine. But |
understand this will happen, but I'm

urging and want to put in the record
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t hat the Comm ssion should | ook into and
study the possibility of replacing the
current drug testing structure with a
different structure that is nmore
effective in actually detecting and
deterring drug use than these distinct
structures, which | think is subject to
use. And with the understandi ng that
that's the issue that the Comm ssion
will be investigating, |ooking ins to
see what woul d be feasible.

whol eheartedly support the small rule
change at the monent to the existing
structure.

CHAI R VALDI VI A: Thank you,

Comm ssioner Bierstein. Anyone else?
Ckay, Sherryl.

MS. ELUTO: Comm ssioners, |I'm
calling for a vote. All those in favor,
pl ease rai se your hands.

(Hands up.)

MS. ELUTO: Because it is 4-1, you
do not have a necessary vote.

CHAI R VALDI VI A: Okay. Not ed. So

Comm ssi oner Bader, we | ook forward to
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wor ki ng with you on how to move forward
on this rule package. That being said,
| am saddened that the Medallion relief
package and the flexibility that we
wanted to give to over 2,000 famlies
wi |l not happen today. And so that is
deeply di sappointing and we wil
regroup.

COMM SSI ONER BADER: | am
di sappoi nted that some of these things
al so don't go through. As you're aware,
| think there are ways, a variety of
ways we can deal with this to make sure
that we give the relief when it's
needed. And | think that is the nore
i mportant issue here than sone of these
small fines. And if we can find a way
to do that today, | would have no
probl em on voting specifically for that
Medal lion relief programthat would give
t hose people that relief.

CHAI R VALDI VI A: Comm ssi oner
M tchell, Comm ssioner Vel azquez, you
have anything you want to say?

COW SSI ONER VELAZQUEZ: |'m sorry
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sai d. | hope we can get to a bett
pl ace.

COMM SSI ONER M TCHELL: | echo
Comm ssi oner Vel azquez's comment.

CHAI R VALDI VI A: All right.

vote on the four applications.

er

MS. ELUTO: Then | will now cal

this didn't nove forward. That's what |

on

Assi stant Comm ssioner for Licenses and

St andards, Parmit Singh, to present the
base |icense applications.

MR. Sl NGH: Good nor ni ng,
Comm ssioners. M name is Parnjit
Si ngh. | *'mthe Assistant Conmm ssi oner
for Licensing and Standards. | have
four bases here | present to you that
are recomended for approval.

MS. ELUTO: Yes. Let me call for a

Comm ssioners, please raise your hand if
you're in favor.

(Hands raised.)

MS. ELUTO: Five-nothing. Thank
you.

MR. SINGH: Thank you.

MS. ELUTO: Comm ssioner, | turn the
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Septenber 17, 2026

meeting back to you.

CHAI R VALDI VI A:  Great. Let's see.
And that brings us to the end of the
meeting. Thank you, Comm ssioners. And
with that, | will concl ude.

(Wher eupon, the above meeting
concluded at 10:48 A. M)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF NEW YORK )
SS:

COUNTY OF KINGS )

| , VANESSA WALKER, a shorthand reporter
within and for the State of New York, do hereby
certify that the within is a true and accurate
transcript of the statement taken on 09/17/2026.

| further certify that I am not rel ated
to any of the parties to this action by bl ood or
by marriage, and that I amin no way interested
in the outcone of this matter.

| N W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set
my hand this 17th day of Septenber, 2026.

Vanessa Walker
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