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1 PROCEEDI NGS
2 MS. SCOTT: Good norning. Today's
3 Public Hearing is about to begin.
4 This hearing is being conducted
5 remotely via Zoom and i s being
6 simul casted to the TLC' s website, live
7 stream and Facebook accounts.
8 Al'l persons wishing to testify were
9 asked to sign-up in advance of the
10 hearing. All registered speakers are
11 joining the nmeeting via Zoom |If you
12 are speaking today, your audio and video
13 were automatically muted.
14 When your name is called, the
15 moderator will activate your account and
16 you will have control of your camera and
17 m crophone. \When ready, please state
18 your name and affiliation, and then
19 proceed with your testinmony.
20 Public testimony will be Iimted to
21 three m nutes per speaker. Any
22 additional comments may be submtted in
23 writing to the Comm ssion. When your
24 testimony is conplete, your audio and
25 video will be muted by the noderator.
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1 A special note for our registered
2 speakers:
3 Pl ease ensure that your display nane
4 in the Zoom neeting matches the nane
5 t hat you used when you signed-up to
6 speak. This will enable the noderator
7 to confirmthat you are present in the
8 meeti ng.
9 Cl osed captioning is avail able for
10 today's neeti ng.
11 Thank you for your attention. |
12 will now yield the floor to our
13 Comm ssi oner and Chair, David Do.
14 CHAI R DO:. Well, good norning
15 everyone and wel come to the Public
16 Hearing on TLC s new storage program
17 | *'m Comm ssioner David Do and |'m
18 j oined today by Comm ssioners Chan,
19 Bader, Kaufman, and Sorrentino.
20 Bef ore we begin, | have sonme
21 updat es.
22 Last week, City Hall and the TLC
23 announced the Green Rides Initiative.
24 Our proposed rules detailing the
25 initiative to require 100 percent of
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1 trips conducted by the City's high
2 volume for-hire fleet to be either zero
3 em ssion or wheel chair accessi bl e by
4 2030, both Uber and Lyft have already
5 commtted to neeting this goal and we're
6 very excited to help shepherd in a new
7 era in which TLC's fleets are both
8 sust ai nabl e and accessi bl e.
9 We do not expect this to happen
10 overnight, but with the EVs becom ng
11 more affordable and the tragic results
12 of climte change apparent every day,
13 the time to move forward with zero
14 em ssion vehicles is now.
15 The Public Hearing on Green Rides
16 will take place on September 20th and we
17 are eager to hear your comments.
18 Today, we will be tal king about
19 creating a new short-term storage
20 program for FHVs, and before we get to
21 that, 1'd like to rem nd everyone that
22 the Long-Term FHV Storage Program we
23 created during COVID is ending on August
24 31st.
25 We are bal ancing the need for
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1 vehicles on the street and the need for
2 drivers to have a storage option. |
3 the rule for the new storage program
4 passes, it will go into effect as early
5 as November.
6 Sone inportant rem nders for our
7 | i censees:
8 | f anyone has plates in storage and
9 wants to utilize them please get them
10 out as soon as possible. MWhile we will
11 be taking today -- while we will be
12 tal ki ng today about the Short-Term
13 St orage Program these prograns wll not
14 overlap. After 11:59 p.m on August
15 31st, any vehicle license left in
16 storage will be closed-out and the
17 licensee will |ose the plate.
18 For instructions on how to renove
19 your |licenses from storage, you may
20 visit TLC s vehicle page on our website.
21 Now ont o our heari ng:
22 Today, we are -- we will be hol ding
23 a Public Hearing on proposed anmendnents
24 to our rules. The rule package woul d,
25 one, create a new short-term program for
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1 FHVs; two, clarify that |icenses
2 remaining in the COVID-19 storage
3 program wi || not transfer over to this
4 short-term FHV storage program and,
5 three, if the |license has not expired,
6 the license holder will be subject to
7 fines and suspensions for failure to
8 follow directives to exit the storage
9 program as well as revocation for
10 non-use.
11 The notice to comment on the
12 proposed rul e was published in The City
13 Record on July 20, 2023 and the conmment
14 period ended yesterday. W are not
15 voting on these rul es today.
16 Al'i son Hartwell, our Assistant
17 Comm ssi oner for Licensing and
18 Standards, will now give a brief
19 descri ption of our new proposed rul es.
20 | will hand it over to Alison.
21 Al i son.
22 MS. HARTWELL: Thank you,
23 Comm ssi oner Do. Good norning,
24 everyone.
25 Just a few brief slides on today's
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1 presentation -- ny presentation for
2 today's for-hire vehicle |license storage
3 program
4 The COVI D-19 Long-Term License
5 St orage Program was created to give
6 relief to vehicle Iicense holders during
7 the COVID-19 pandemi c. As conditions
8 have eased and trip volunmes continue to
9 rebound, the TLC is ending this program
10 The vehicle storage programw ||l end
11 on August 31, 2023. All storage
12 requests must be submtted on or before
13 11: 59 p.m on August 31, 2023. No
14 extensions will be given.
15 As Comm ssioner Do st ated,
16 instructions for how to remove vehicles
17 from storage are | ocated on the Vehicle
18 Li censi ng page of our website. Failure
19 to renove these licenses from storage
20 will result in the loss of this |icense.
21 Movi ng forward to the next slide
22 I ntroducing the new For-Hire Vehicle
23 Li cense Storage Program the TLC --
24 CHAIR DO. Give us one -- one
25 second, Alison.
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1 Can we get to the next slide,
2 pl ease?
3 (Conpl ying.)
4 CHAI R DO:. Okay. Go ahead.
5 So, this slide just explains that
6 the current vehicle storage program will
7 end August 31st, |ike Alison just said.
8 No extensions will be given.
9 And then next slide, please.
10 (Conpl ying.)
11 CHAI R DO Al right. Go ahead,
12 Al i son.
13 MS. HARTWELL: Thank you.
14 The TLC i s proposing a new
15 Short-Term For-Hire Vehicle License
16 St orage Program which allows for-hire
17 vehicle licenses to go into storage
18 under the follow ng conditions:
19 A for-hire vehicle license can go
20 into storage once in every two-year
21 l'icense cycle. They can be in storage
22 for up to 60 days.
23 The TLC will not enforce inspection
24 and i nsurance requirements while the
25 | icenses are in storage. Li censes must
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1 be valid and not have any open

2 suspensi ons, outstanding fines or fees

3 to enter the License Storage Program

4 And, finally, license plates nust be
5 surrendered to DW prior to entering the
6 storage program

7 Next slide, please.

8 (Compl ying.)

9 MS. HARTWELL: Thank you.

10 This is a benefit to |licensees who
11 may be traveling outside of the country
12 or who may be experiencing issues with
13 their vehicle. Licenses that are

14 currently in the COVID-19 storage

15 program wi ||l not be transferred to the
16 new storage program

17 More information on how to place and
18 remove for-hire vehicle licenses from

19 storage will be posted on our web page
20 closer to the date of the start of this
21 program

22 Shoul d these rules pass, TLC expects
23 to begin this program as early as

24 Novenmber of 2023. Thank you.

25 Comm ssi oner Do?
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1 CHAI R DO: Great. Excel | ent.

2 So, at this time, we'll nove into

3 the Public Hearing and | will turn it

4 over to Sherryl to go through the |i st

5 of speakers today.

6 Thank you.

7 MS. ELUTO: Good norning.

8 When | call your name, you can

9 un-nmute your m crophone and begin your
10 testi nony.

11 Each speaker will be allotted three
12 m nutes to speak. The time [imt wil

13 be strictly enforced. A 30-second

14 warning will be provided and then you

15 will need to conclude your testinony

16 when your time limt is up.

17 The video of this hearing and copies
18 of all written comments will be provided
19 to the Comm ssioners prior to the vote
20 on these rules at the next Conm ssion

21 Meet i ng.

22 Wth that, we'll begin our Public

23 Hearing and | will call our first

24 speaker.

25 Our first speaker is Jose
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1 Altam rano. He is the Vice President of
2 the Myram (phonetic) Group Livery Base.
3 He'll be followed by Alli Langley

4 and Robert Siegel.

5 Ckay. M. Altamrano, you can

6 begi n.

7 MR. ALTAM RANO: Good mor ni ng,

8 Comm ssi oner Do, Menmbers of the

9 Commi ssi on.

10 Do you hear me?

11 MS. ELUTO: Yes.

12 MR. ALTAM RANC: Perfect. My name
13 Is Jose Altamrano. | amthe President
14 of the Livery Base Owners. We represent
15 over 250 livery bases, along with their
16 drivers, through New York City, which

17 serve approximtely 250,000 New Yorkers
18 every day.

19 Our bases are small mom and- pop

20 busi nesses, which are owned and operated
21 by imm grants, and see a |l argely

22 I mm grant and first generation American
23 popul ation of the City. Known as a

24 community car service, our livery bases
25 and drivers have stepped in to fill in
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1 the gaps in public transportation

2 deserts across the outer boroughs.

3 Our drivers are mcro-businesses

4 that enjoy the flexibility of working

5 with our bases as well as pride in

6 serving their communities. Together, we
7 provide the communities we serve with

8 safe, reliable transportation and these
9 communities in turn put their trust in
10 us and their | oved ones and thensel ves.
11 We applaud the TLC in inmplementing
12 the FHV |icense storage rul e package.

13 This is a vital and necessary tool for
14 our drivers. Particularly now that the
15 unj ust 2018 vehicle cap still continues
16 to loomand [imt our industry, every

17 vehicle |license has to be protected.

18 For a driver that has to change

19 their vehicle and has to wait for a

20 title to arrive from four to six weeks,
21 this is a lifesaver. This ensures that
22 a driver does not |ose his vehicle

23 license while in the process of making a
24 vehicle transfer. W need to ensure

25 t hat our drivers are protected and have
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1 the necessary tools to keep themin
2 busi ness.
3 We thank you for your consideration.
4 We're happy to work together as New
5 Yorkers to ensure that the City can
6 continue to provide opportunity for
7 har dwor ki ng i mm grants and their
8 famlies.
9 Thank you very nuch.
10 MS. ELUTO: Thank you.
11 Our next speaker is Alli Langl ey,
12 Staff Attorney for NYTWA
13 MS. LANGLEY: Good norning. My name
14 is Alli Langley. [I'ma staff attorney
15 for the New York Taxi Workers Alliance.
16 Before | begin my substantive
17 comments, | would first like to thank
18 the TLC for the work that you have put
19 in to make the Long-Term COVI D-19
20 St orage Program permanent in the
21 short-term version.
22 In an industry that relies on
23 wor kers providing significant upfront
24 financial investments just to go to work
25 every day, this is a much needed
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1 solution for periods when workers are

2 unabl e to make those paynments, whether

3 it's due to illness or trips abroad.

4 To ensure that the programis as

5 effective as possible, NYTWA proposes

6 the follow ng nmodifications:

7 First, the maximum time period for

8 storage nust be extended to 120 days per
9 year, or 240 days per the two-year

10 | i cense period, and that should be

11 cumul ative. So, drivers should be able
12 to put the license into storage nultiple
13 times if necessary, if, for exanple,

14 they plan a trip abroad and then

15 unexpectedly fall ill.

16 As the TLC notes, many drivers

17 travel abroad to visit famly and this
18 programwi |l help facilitate that.

19 Because the cost of international travel
20 is so high, many drivers go for a couple
21 of months at a tine.

22 So, extending the time period of the
23 storage programwi |l give drivers nore
24 flexibility and will allow for themto
25 stay abroad for a little bit |longer once

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re Taxi and Li nousi ne Comm ssion Public Hearing NYC - Taxi &
Li nousi ne
August 23, 2023
16
1 they are able to save for the cost of an
2 i nternational plane ticket.
3 Second, the storage program mnmust
4 all ow extensions for drivers who can
5 denonstrate that they cannot drive due
6 to illness, either their own or a famly
7 menber they're taking care of, or other
8 circumstances beyond their control.
9 For exanple, we've recently seen
10 that due to supply chain issues, drivers
11 are unable to get parts they need for
12 mai nt enance or repairs in order to pass
13 i nspection. This standard for
14 extensions would align the storage
15 program with the statutorily mandated
16 exceptions for the non-use |icense
17 revocations and would also give drivers
18 who are caretakers for famly menbers
19 with illness an additional cushion.
20 Finally, just as it addresses
21 wai ving TLC requirements for insurance
22 and i nspection during the storage
23 period, the TLC should ensure that the
24 rule clearly addresses the tolling of
25 the 60 day non-use tinmeline.
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1 Whil e the non-use rule is addressed
2 at the end of the proposed | anguage when
3 di scussing violations if the license is
4 not removed from storage, it's not
5 proactively waived in 59 --
6 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: 30 seconds
7 remai ni ng.
8 MS. LANGLEY: -- 59A-36(1), sub (a),
9 so we would just like to see that
10 addressed there.
11 We propose specific rule | anguage in
12 our written comments and are, as al ways,
13 happy to answer any questions.
14 Thank you all so much for your tinme
15 t oday and your work to make this program
16 per manent .
17 MS. ELUTO: Thank you.
18 Our next speaker is Robert Siegel of
19 Fortune Lino.
20 MR. SIEGEL: Good afternoon,
21 Comm ssi oner Do and Menbers of the
22 Comm ssi on.
23 First, I do want to thank you for --
24 sincerely for creating the storage --
25 | ong-term storage programthat you
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1 created when it was needed nost. For
2 that, the TLC is to be appl auded.
3 However, stopping this program now
4 at this point by picking an arbitrary
5 date, which you -- which -- of August
6 31st, which was picked, as |'ve been
7 i nformed, quite some time ago, without
8 realization (sic) to the current
9 conditions that may exist at the time is
10 not hi ng short of destructive to the
11 I ndustry.
12 The particul ar program was enacted
13 to allow at | east menbers and base
14 owners to survive -- survive in a very
15 real way. |f this program did not
16 exi st, more conpani es would have gone
17 out of business than already have.
18 In this particular case, when you
19 pi ck a date, August 31st, as you had in
20 t he past, you should have been -- at
21 | east had the flexibility to eval uate
22 the conditions that would exist at the
23 time.
24 Currently on the news, it's no
25 surprise that there are new waves of
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1 COVI D com ng anongst the City.
2 Busi nesses are cl osing down
3 temporarily. There's talk about
4 mandat es bei ng rei mposed and, frankly,
5 the economy in the riding public has not
6 recovered to the extent that it needs
7 to, to be able for bases -- particularly
8 that's who I'mtalking to -- to take
9 their vehicles out and have enough
10 busi ness to support those bases --
11 support those vehicles.
12 I f you force us to take those
13 vehicl es out, you're then inmposing upon
14 your bases, unnecessary and harsh -- |
15 dare say draconian -- rules to make them
16 operate in an economcally inviable
17 (sic) way. To have somebody operate a
18 base that's not econom cally viable
19 doesn't serve the public. It doesn't
20 serve the TLC. It serves no one.
21 There's no reason that | can see,
22 and no stated reason that has been
23 expl ai ned, why this program must end on
24 August 31st. Ending it doesn't do
25 anything to favor the riding public nor
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1 t he bases.
2 This is, frankly, with all due
3 respect, a hostile rule to your
4 licensees and it's going to occur to the
5 detri ment of many of us. And to have
6 the base licenses forfeited in |Iight of
7 the fact that there's this cap on new
8 bases is -- makes it only nore
9 draconi an.
10 If I were to say to you, as
11 attorneys, that -- or whatever nmenbers
12 m ght be in --
13 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: 30 seconds
14 remai ni ng.
15 MR. SIEGEL: ~-- that you can no
16 | onger have any new clients, and by the
17 way, whatever you have may be thwarted
18 further, you would ook at me |ike I
19 was, you know, from sonme ot her planet.
20 This particular rule should be
21 ext ended. | can see no reason that it
22 shoul dn't be. Because you can do
23 somet hi ng doesn't mean that you shoul d,
24 but you should in fact extend it for the
25 benefit of the loyal |icensees and the
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1 base owners that exist.
2 Thank you.
3 MS. ELUTO:. Thank you.
4 There are no ot her speakers in the
5 gqueue, so that concludes our Public
6 Hear i ng.
7 Comm ssioner, | turn it back to you
8 to close out the hearing.
9 CHAI R DO: Okay. Well, thank you
10 all for providing public testinony today
11 on our rule for the Short-Term Storage
12 Program We will consider the comments
13 t oday that we've heard and nove forward.
14 At this time, it is 10:19 and | will
15 adj ourn this nmeeting.
16 (Time noted: 10:19 a.m)
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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1
2 CERTI FI CATI ON
3
4 I, JULIA M SPEROCS, a Notary Public
5 for and within the State of New York, do
6 hereby certify:
7 That the witness whose testinony as
8 herein set forth, was duly sworn by me;
9 and that the within transcript is a true
10 record of the testinmony given by said
11 wi t ness.
12 | further certify that | am not
13 related to any of the parties to this
14 action by blood or marri age, and that |
15 amin no way interested in the outcome
16 of this matter.
17 I N W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto
18 set my hand this 23rd day of August,
19 2023.
20
21
22 Nl M Seareq
) Julia M. Speros -
23
24
25
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