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CHAIR DO: All right. Good nmorning.
l*'mcalling this meeting to order at
10: 07 a.m | am David Do, comm ssioner of
the Taxi and Li nousine Comm ssion. [|I'm
joined today by our board of conm ssioners;
Comm ssioner Mtchell, Comm ssioner
Sorrentino, Comm ssioner Vel azquez,
Comm ssi oner Chan, Comm ssioner Bader, and
Comm ssi oner Bierstein.

| want to start to say a few words
bef ore we nove on to a much antici pated vote.
As sonme of you already know, on June 5th,
many of us gathered at our Wbodsi de
| nspection Facility, to celebrate a historic
m | est one. More than 50 percent of our
active taxis are now wheel chair accessi bl e.
Let's give that a round of appl ause.

(Appl ause) .

CHAIR DO. It was a great event. And
once again, I'd like to thank all of the
advocates, including the Deputy Mayor of
Oper ations, our Comm ssioner Bader, for
com ng out, industry partners, and my TLC
team for com ng and maki ng that event a

fantastic event and increasing accessibility

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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for years to cone. That good work continues.

On that note, |I'd like to rem nd
everyone that applications for the Accessible
Taxi Loan Assistance Service pilot program
ot herwi se known as ATLAS, are now open.

Under this program 100 small business
medal | i on owners who own no nore than one
medal I i on, and meet all of the
qualifications, can apply for a special |ow
I nterest |l oan on a Sienna WAV. For nore

i nformation, visit newyorkcity.gov/tlec.

Now, let's get to today's business.
Maki ng New York City a nore affordable place
to live is a top priority for this
adm ni stration, and our vote today on the
amendments to driver pay is about exactly
t hat . l'd like to thank the driver
community, who are here today, and the
advocate organi zations for their patience
over the | ast year, as we worked on the
revi sed set of rules we'll be voting on
t oday.

In New York City, we respect and
protect our driver workforce. W invented

m ni mum pay for rideshare drivers, and we've

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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done nore to protect their pay than any city
in the nation. As nmulti-billion dollar
conmpani es have continuously sought ways to
pay them less, the rule we're voting on today
reflects that commtment. Our |icensees have
waited a long time for this vote. Last year,
the City's rideshare drivers suffered through
nont hs of harnful and unnecessary | ockouts by
Uber and Lyft. They oftentinmes found
t henmsel ves | ocked out from the apps in the
m ddl e of their shifts, as they were working
hard to pay for their bills and feed their
famlies.

The app conpani es were exploiting
| oopholes in our rules to artificially
I ncrease utilization rates, to avoid paying
drivers nmore, which is unacceptable. These
proposed rules not only go a | ong way towards
closing this | oophole and providing further
| ockout protections for drivers, but they
al so provide a sensible pay increase based on
inflation and increased expenses.

We have taken several nmonths to
carefully review the public conments we

received. The statement of basis and purpose

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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in the final version of the rule proposal
di scusses the comments and our consideration
of them One area of focus anong the
coments received fromthe high-volume
conpani es was the assumption in Dr. Parrott's
driver expense report, that gas-powered and
electric vehicles are fully depreciated after
five and six years, respectively, based on
typical load | engths reported by survey
respondents and hold m ni mum residual resale
value. The assumption that financed vehicles
are fully depreciated at the end of the | oan
termis consistent with the met hodol ogy we
adopted in 2018 and does not represent a
change in approach by Dr. Parrott or the TLC.
However, recognizing that an ol der,
hi gh-m | eage vehicle used intensively for
for-hire vehicle service may neverthel ess
retain some resale value. TLC deemed it
reasonabl e to quantify an anount of residual
value. This estimation was tailored to
vehicles used to provide for-hire service in
New York City and incorporated into the
conposite expense factor. Using inspection

records and estimated vehicle trade-in val ues

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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provided by the Kelley Blue Book, TLC worked
with Dr. Parrott on a supplenmental expense
report to estimate the residual val ue of
common ol der vehicle still active in
providing service.

The wei ghted average for the trade-in
val ues derived fromthis analysis was $7, 200
f or gas-powered vehicles and $10, 800 for EVs.
These val ues were incorporated into the
expense factors for owned vehicles on an
anortized basis. These modifications to the
expense nodel devel oped in December 2024
report slightly reduce the net impact on the
i ncrease per-mle expense factor to 87 --

. 879 percent.

Together, TLC s increase in the
per-mle driver expense rate, alteration of
the time-based utilization rate, the addition
of the distance-based utilization rate, and
the March 2025 inflation increase to per-mle
pay rate pursuant to the CPI-W of
3.92 percent, will result in a m nimum
per-trip paynment of approximtely $29.07 for
a sanple trip of 7.5 mles and 30 m nutes.

The revision, accounting for the residual

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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val ue of ol der vehicles, reflects an overall
approxi mate increase of five percent conpared
to the 2024 rates and 26. 3 percent conpared
to the original 2019 rates.

In addition, TLC also clarifies in the
rule that 16-hour driver assess requirenent
resets after the driver has been | ogged out
for eight hours. This is consistent with the
ei ght - hour reset period in the TLC s
| ongst andi ng driver fatigue rules.

Before I hand it over to our general
counsel for official business, I'd like to
ask if any of our comm ssioners would like to
say a few words, and | think | want to
recogni ze Conmm ssioner Bader first, to say a
f ew wor ds.

COW SSI ONER BADER: Thank you very
much, Comm ssion and Chair. What we are
voting on today --

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Your mc isS not on.

COMM SSI ONER BADER: " m sorry. I's
t hat better? There we go. | was waiting for
the green light. You know. that's very
| mportant. We're only supposed to go forward

when we have a green light; we all know that.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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Red light, we stop. Yellow |ight, we watch.
Yeah, we all have to watch. Thank you very
much.

(Laughter).

COMM SSI ONER BADER: What we are about
to vote on today is a reflection of a |ot of
wat ching that this Comm ssion and the staff
have done for a nunmber of years. This
dynam c of for-hire vehicles is a relatively
new dynam c in the City of New York,
considering how old the City is and how | ong
we've had taxis on the streets of New York.
So, we, as the regulatory body, are in a
position where we have to constantly reassess
what wor ks and what doesn't work and what the
priorities are and how we protect the
passengers, the riders, the drivers, the
vehicles, so that we have a safe and
responsi bl e industry in the City of New York.

And | think that what we are proposing
t oday and what we'll be voting on today is a
reflection of that, and it is a step forward
in making sure that there is a |ot of -- that
we' || have that protection, particularly for

t hese proposals, which are nostly about

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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10
protecting the drivers. There was a big
i ssue in previous relative to | ockouts.
Personally, | was very upset about that. No

one wants to go to any kind of work
envi ronment where they don't know for sure
when they're going to be worKking.

So, by putting in what we did today,
what we're proposing today, which is a
72-hour advance notice to any driver if they
wi Il not be avail able, plus the fact that if
there is a |ockout, there is a penalty and a
fine that's pretty severe for each individual
action, we feel we're noving in that
direction, to ensure that people for whom
driving a for-hire vehicle is their
profession, is their career, that they wll
have sonme protection, and they will be able
to earn an i ncome that will nake their |ife,
as the magic word in New York City is today,
so they can live affordably in the City of
New York, and that's the direction that we're
moving in with these proposals today.

So, | want to thank everybody on the
Comm ssion and all the staff for making this

possi ble. We listen, and | think the

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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proponents who are here were hel pful and we
| i stened, and | want to thank everybody
I nvol ved.

(Appl ause) .

CHAI R DO Thank you, Conmm ssioner
Bader .

Comm ssi oner Bierstein.

COMM SSI ONER BI ERSTEI N: Yes. | just
want to say, | wanted to thank our Chair,
Comm ssioner Do, and the staff of the TLC f
their hard work on these regul ations. As
Comm ssioner Do mentioned, it's been a
process of identifying the problem finding
the regul ations that would help to address
and getting it through to today where we're
doing the vote, and | thank everyone for
their hard work. | think this is a really

| mportant vote in terms of protecting drive

or

It

rs

fromthe predatory actions of conpanies that

woul d, you know -- that m ght otherw se be
exploiting drivers unfairly, and that this
an inportant step in protecting drivers and
protecting their livelihoods.

(Appl ause) .

CHAI R DO: Comm ssi oner Vel azquez.

'S

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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COW SSI ONER VELAZQUEZ: Thank you. I
would Iike to thank you, Chair Do, and I
would like to also just thank my fellow
comm ssioners for their coments, and |
totally concur. | also want to thank the
staff at the TLC for working collaboratively
with the stakeholders in this room

And just to add to what was el oquently
said, the drivers are part of the skel eton of
this city or part of the infrastructure. |If
we don't have a strong skeleton and a strong
infrastructure, we will not be able to
support what New York City does every day.

So, what we are doing today ensure that
we are shoring that up, and |I'm very proud to
be part of it.

Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause) .

CHAI R DO: Thank you, Conm ssioner
Vel azquez.

And now, onto our official business, so
t hat we can vote on this extraordinary pay
i ncrease.

MS. ELUTO:. Okay. Conmm ssioners, a few

items before the vote. So, the first item

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100



© 00 N o o b~ w NP

N DD N N MDD P P P P P P P P PP P
ag A W N B O © 00 N O O »d wWw N+, O

In Re Conmm ssion Meeting NYC - Taxi & Linousine Conm ssion

June 25, 2025
13

before you are the mnutes for the April 30,
2025, Comm ssion neeting. Il will now call a
vote to adopt those m nutes.
Al'l those in favor, please raise your
hands.
(Al'l hands raised).
MS. ELUTO: Thank you. The m nutes are
adopt ed unani nously.
| will now call on our Director for
Base and Busi ness Services, Fabian Cancel, to
present the base |icense applications.
MR. CANCEL: Good Mor ni ng,
Comm ssioners and attendees. M nane is
Fabi an Cancel. |I'mthe director of TLC s
Base Business Licensing Unit.
20 bases have been submtted for your
review, and we are awaiting your approval.
MS. ELUTO. Conm ssioners, any
questions, or can we nove to a vote on
adopting the base license reconmendati ons?
Al'l those in favor of adopting, please raise
your hands.
(Al'l hands raised).
MS. ELUTO. Thank you. They pass

unani nously.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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MR. CANCEL: Thank you.

MS. ELUTO: Comm ssioners, we will now
turn to Item 5A on the agenda, the driver pay
for high-volume for-hire vehicles rule
package. The proposed rules were published
in the City Record on January 3, 2025, for
public coment. A public hearing was held by
the TLC on February 5th, and the public
comment period ended on March 5th. On
June 20th, the final version of the proposed
rul e was posted on our website and circul at ed
to the comm ssioners, along with the hearing
transcript and all written comments that were
received.

Comm ssioners, may we nove for a vote?
Al'l those in favor of adopting the rules
amended, please raise your hands.

(Al'l hands raised).
MS. ELUTO:. And the vote is unani nmous.
(Appl ause) .

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Let's do it again in

Si x nont hs.
(Laughter).
CHAIR DO: All right. Today is a great

day for our drivers, for our advocates, and

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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for all those who work in the for-hire
i ndustry.
(Appl auses).

CHAI R DO: Your advocacy over the | ast
year has made today a reality. It is all of
your outreach work and dedication that nmade
us to this point today. So, again, | want to
t hank the TLC staff. | want to thank our
board of comm ssioners for their courage in
stepping up instead of stepping down. And
for all of you who are stepping up to ensure
t hat we got here today, congratul ati ons.

(Appl ause) .

CHAIR DO: All right. And with that,
the time nowis 10:21, and I'Il close this
meeting.

Thank you, everybody.

(Appl ause) .

(TI ME NOTED: 10: 21 a.m)

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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CERTI FI CATE
STATE OF NEW YORK)
. SS
COUNTY OF QUEENS)

|, Sabrina Brown Stewart, a Notary Public
within and for the State of New York, do hereby
certify:

That the wi tness whose exam nation is
her ei nbefore set forth was duly sworn and that such
an exam nation is a true record of the testi nmony
given by such a witness.

| further certify that I am not related to
any of these parties to this action by bl ood or
marriage, and that | amnot in any way interested in
t he outconme of this matter.

IN W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set ny
hand on this 3rd day of July, 2025.

Sabruta Brows— et

Sabrina Brown Stewart
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