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MS. SCOTT: This Comm ssion neeting and
public hearing is about to begin. This
meeting i s being conducted remotely via Zoom
and simulcasted to the TLC s website,
| i vestream and Facebook accounts. Al |
persons wishing to testify were asked to sign
up in advance of the hearing. All registered
speakers are joining the neeting via Zoom

| f you are speaking today, your audio
and video were automatically nmuted. \When
your name is called, the noderator wil
activate your account and you will have
control of your camera and m crophone. \hen
you're ready, please state your nanme and
affiliation and then proceed with your
testimony. All the testinony is [imted to
three m nutes per speaker. Please limt your
remar ks, specifically, to the rule package
bei ng di scussed today. Any additional
comments or separate itenms may be submtted
in witing to the Comm ssion. When your
testimony is conplete, your audi o and video
will be nmuted by the noderator.

Cl osed captioning is avail able for

today's neeting. Consecutive interpretation

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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is also avail abl e. During this sign-up
process, individuals were asked if they
needed any | anguage assi stance. A Spanish
interpreter has been made avail able. \When
your name is called, please speak and the
interpreter will repeat your testinony in
Engl i sh.

Thank you for your attention. Pl ease
hold until we are ready to begin. W will
repeat this message in Spanish. And in one
moment, | will get the Spanish interpreter
on.

(Brief pause in proceedings.)

MS. SCOTT: Our Spanish interpreter is
not connected right now. W're going to nove
forward with the Chair's opening remarks.

COW SSI ONER JARMOSZUK: Good nmor ni ng,
and wel come to the Tuesday, June 22, 2021,
New York City Taxi & Limousine Comm ssion
meeting, the TLC. Once again, we are neeting
renotely but hope that as the City's
vaccination efforts and rates continue to
rise and our COVID cases keep falling, we
will be able to meet in person again soon.

| am Al oysee Heredia Jarmszuk,

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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Comm ssioner and Chair of the TLC. This
morning, | am joined by Comm ssioners Bil
Aguado, Jacques Ji ha, Steven Kest, Kenneth
M tchell and Thomas Sorrentino. W have a
full agenda today, including votes on two
rul e packages we previously heard, so I wil
be brief.

But first, I'd like to share sone
bittersweet personnel news. Bill Heinzen,
who served the TLC as Deputy Comm ssioner for
Policy and as Acting Chair, accepted a new
position as General Counsel for the
New York City Board of Corrections. W are
all incredibly sad to see him | eave but
excited for himas he takes on this new role.
To Bill, | would Ilike to thank you for al
you have done for this agency and for the
City of New York and for me and our time
together at the TLC. And we wi sh you
absol utely nothing but the very best in your
new rol e.

| am al so pleased to welconme Ms. Laura
Popa as our new Deputy Comm ssioner for
Policy and External Affairs. Laura comes to

the TLC after a | ong and successful tenure

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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with the New York City Council, where she
served as its Deputy Chief of Staff for
Legi sl ation and Policy. So, please join me
in welcomng Laura to the team

And separately, if you have not already
voted today, | strongly encourage you to vote
in today's primary elections. The polls wil
be open until 9 p.m this evening. And if
you need any help |l ocating your poll site,
you can visit findnypollsite.vote.nyc online.

And then lastly, we are just deeply
saddened to report that the TLC fam |y has
| ost one of its own very recently, |ast week,
a staff member from our Long Island City
licensing team and office, Mark Hartley. He
was an outstanding supervisor at our client
services |licensing counter. So many TLC
| i censees and operators have interacted with
Mar k. He was known and respected by both
i ndustry menbers and |icensee staff alike.
And Mark is truly m ssed and our thoughts and
prayers are with himand his famly and al
of our coll eagues.

| will have nore to say about the rules

before us for a hearing. But first, | would

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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like to pass the mc to Ryan Wanttaj a, our
General Counsel, to get through the first
parts of our agenda.

MR. WANTTAJA: Okay. Good norning,
Comm ssi oners. Before you are the m nutes
fromthe May 4, 2021, Comm ssion neeting.
Same as in prior virtual hearings, | wll ask
t hat you raise your hand for the vote and
keep it raised until your vote has been
not ed.

So, with that, all those in favor of
adopting the m nutes before you, please raise
your hand.

COMM SSI ONER JARMOSZUK: (Rai ses hand.)

COWM SSI ONER AGUADO: (Rai ses hand.)

COWM SSI ONER JI HA: (Rai ses hand.)

COMM SSI ONER SORRENTI NOC: ( Rai ses
hand. )

COMM SSI ONER M TCHELL: (Rai ses hand.)

COMM SSI ONER KEST: (Rai ses hand.)

MR. WANTTAJA: And with that, the
m nut es are adopted unani mously.

And next, | will invite Fabian Cancel
to present the Base |licensing

recommendati ons.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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MR. CANCEL: Good nmor ni ng,
Comm ssioners. M name is Fabian Cancel.
|"mthe Director of the Base and the Business
Licensing Unit. W presented three renewal
and change applications, and they have been
subm tted and are currently awaiting your
approval .

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you, Fabi an.

So, all in favor of adopting the Base
i censing recommendati ons before you, please
rai se your hand.

COMM SSI ONER JARMOSZUK: (Rai ses hand.)

COVM SSI ONER AGUADO: (Rai ses hand.)

COMM SSI ONER JI HA: (Rai ses hand.)

COMM SSI ONER SORRENTI NOC: (Rai ses
hand.)

COMM SSI ONER M TCHELL: (Rai ses hand.)

COMM SSI ONER KEST: (Rai ses hand.)

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you. And with
that, the recomendati ons are adopted
unani mousl y.

MR. CANCEL: Thank you.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you, Fabi an.

Up next, we will have our public

hearing on the rules regarding the battery

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PR PR R PR
o A W N P O © 0O N O U A W N P O

I n Re Conmmi ssion Hearing NYC - Taxi & Linousine Conmi ssion

June 22, 2021

10

electric vehicle exemption to the FHV

i censi ng pause. Before we begin, | wil
pass it back to the Chair to introduce the
rul es.

COWMWM SSI ONER JARMOSZUK: We are
delighted to be here today to listen to
everyone's testinony and to set the record
straight on the narrative surroundi ng the
proposed rul es. | mnportantly, this hearing
presents a great opportunity for the TLC to
affirmits commtment to the environment and
sustai nability.

New York City, New York State and,

i ndeed, the world has set a high bar when it

comes to reducing greenhouse gas em ssions

and mtigating the effects of climte change.

To achieve the goals of the Paris Agreenment,
the Climte Leadership and Community
Protection Act, and the many | aws enacted at

| ocal levels, it is inmperative that we

transition from fossil fuels to clean energy.

The TLC are fully aware that in the
transportation sector, electric vehicles are
an essential part of a clean energy future.

And we are fully commtted to electrifying

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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not only our own fleet, but all vehicles that
we |license as well; and that's approxi mtely
96,900 cars. Getting there means building a
robust infrastructure of charging stations,
ensuring that the economcs are right for
owners and drivers, identifying wheelchair
accessi ble electric vehicles and swapping out
all existing gas-powered vehicles for
electric ones. This is a challenge that the
TLC is up to neet.

Beyond reduci ng em ssions, supporting
the environment means achi eving a sustainabl e
city. The TLC is up for that chall enge, too.
And here is what we already know: It is not
sustainable to allow an unlimted number of
new vehicles to the road in a city that is
all too famliar with the choke of traffic
congestion. And it is not sustainable to
allow an unlimted number of new vehicles on
the road in an industry that is all too
famliar with the pain of destabilization.
We have, unfortunately, seen this movie
bef ore, 80,000 new cars flooding the streets
in search of fares, traffic at a standstill

in Manhattan and the other boroughs, the

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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teetering of a thriving industry, the tragic
| oss of livelihoods and lives. And on top of
t hat, we experienced the COVID-19 pandem c,
whi ch paralyzed the industry, as it did the
rest of the country.

We are only starting to make a
comeback, and | see great things ahead for
our future. But all our licensed vehicles
are not on the road and demand is only just
begi nning to pick up. W will not be
repeating the same m stakes of the past. W
al ready have a cap and a process in place to
| ook at issuing new vehicle |licenses
holistically, based on the need of the market

and the needs of our city.

Today's rule will ensure that the
addition of new electric vehicles will be
seen through that | ens. So, let me be clear
on the narrative: The TLC will do everything

it can to support owners who want to

transition their license vehicles from
gas-powered to electric, and we wel cone
conpetition and innovation to make that
happen. Again, let me be clear on the

narrative: We are not foreclosing

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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opportunities in the future to issue new

i censes for electric vehicles. W are not
foreclosing all opportunities for TLC
l'icensed drivers to obtain their own FHV
license. We |ook forward to working with al
i ndustry stakeholders to | ook at this issue
and to find a path for drivers out of the

| easi ng nmodel in a market-responsi bl e manner
during our biannual review process.

What we will not allow is the
opportunity for another corporation, venture
capitalist or otherwi se, to flood our streets
with additional cars. Looking at the data of
the 96,900 FHVs in the fleet, there are
86, 134 FHVs that have not performed a single
trip since March 1 of 2021, just a few short
weeks ago. Why would the TLC licensed nore
vehi cl es when there are so many that are not
in use right now? There is no shortage of
l'icensed vehicles right now in New York City.
The nunber of |icensed vehicles outweighs the
demand for rides by passengers; these are
facts. And this is the math and this is our
reality.

We cannot let an unlimted nunmber of

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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new vehicles further destabilize the market,
regardl ess of how they are powered. More
cars today will not be good for the industry.
It would not be good for drivers. It woul d

not be good for the riding public, and it
most certainly would not be good for the
envi ronment .

The TLC is commtted to partnering with
all of you to achieve our shared goals and to
be a greener city and a green TLC taxi fleet,
i ncluding FHVs. That includes environnmental
advocates, like the League of Conservation
Vot ers, Con Edison, TLC licensed drivers, TLC
| i censed owners and operators and the many
busi nesses that support innovative technol ogy
and vehicle electrification. This also
i ncludes new players in the market, just not
at the expense of the cap or the industry or
the livelihood of our TLC licensed drivers
and owners.

So, today, and going forward, | | ook
forward to working with you on
pro-environmental, pro-sustainability and
pro- mar ket responsi ble solutions that wil

hel p New York City achieve a cl ean energy

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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future. Thank you.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you. So, we have
a long Iist of speakers signed up to testify.
Speakers will be limted to three m nutes,
and I will provide you with a 30-second
war ni ng and | et you know when your time is
conpl eted. Again, we have a very long |i st
of speakers, so this time [imt wll be
strictly enforced. When your nane is called,
pl ease unmute yourself and you may begin your
testimony. And with that, our first speaker
today is Frank Reig.

MR. REI G Good morning, Comm ssioners,
and thank you for the opportunity to testify
this morning. | want to start with a very
straightforward question: What has changed,
exactly, since February? ' Cause in February,
the TLC reviewed the EV exenption and found
it should stay in place through August. | t
didn't see EVs as a threat to congestion at
that time, and for very good reason. EVs
make up just one half of one percent of FHVs
in New York City. And the TLC has only
i censed 400 EVs under the exenption, while

the total FHV fleet has decreased by

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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t housands. Those numbers haven't changed.
We haven't seen any new anal ysis of

del i beration by the TLC on this issue. Yet,
here we are on Primary Day di scussing an
emer gency proposal, that woul d guarantee a
monopoly for the Silicon Valley rideshare
giants and the status quo of gas cars and
drivers without |icense.

Only one thing has changed since
February, to be clear; Revel, a Brooklyn born
and based company, announced its rideshare
service. And since then, we've encountered
unprecedented resistance fromthe TLC, who
has sl ow-wal ked our applications for nmonths.
But also, it's clear now what the purpose of
t hese del ays was for. It was to get to
today, to change this entire licensing schene
to avoid licensing our small fleet of 50
el ectric vehicles. To be clear, we're
tal ki ng about 50 electric vehicles, not
1, 000, as we understand the Chair has been
telling the Comm ssioners.

| want to set this straight on the
record. This is a reference for a | easing

agreement, which we submtted to TLC

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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licensing with our vehicle applications. | t
gi ves our |easing partner the right, not the
obligation, to |lease a thousand vehicles to
us, if we ever ordered that many, which we
have not. Revel isn't going to flood the
streets with thousands of cars at once, |ike
ot her operators have in the past. In fact,
we literally can't do that. A for-hire
electric fleet needs charging infrastructure,
and this city has none of that. Our goal is
to do a nulti-year build-out of charging
infrastructure, along with our rideshare
service. And you won't see any real growth
in one without the other.

Lastly, et me explain nmy Revel
service, which has sparked this entire
hearing. This entire process is actually a
solution to congestion, not a cost. First,
our 50 vehicles are owned by Revel and driven
by our enpl oyees; meaning, they're driven
mul tiple shifts per day and dispatch
according to demand. By optim zing
utilization, one Revel EV will do the work of
four gas-powered Uber or Lyfts.

Second, we're hiring experienced TLC

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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drivers who can now | et go of their
burdensome | eases used to drive for gig
economy conpani es who don't care about them
We are literally taking drivers out of
gas- powered cars and replacing themwth
Revel EVs. We're offering exactly what this
Comm ssi on has been asking for, for years;
fair treatnment and stable pay for drivers,
who are all W2 enployees with benefits, with
health care and a plan to drive EV adoption
in this city, not by 2030 but today. This is
progress that can't and won't wait. | urge
the Comm ssion to reconsider this absolutely
shortsighted rule change. Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER JARMOSZUK: Thank you,
M. Reig. W appreciate your candor, your
testinony and the opportunity to hear you and
your own voice. Thank you so nuch.

MR. REI G. Thank you.

MR. WANTTAJA: Okay. Our next speaker
on the list is Jose Altam rano.

MR. ALTAM RANQC: Can't see ne.

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes. We can hear you
now.

MR. ALTAM RANO: You can hear me?

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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MR. WANTTAJA: Yep, we can hear you.

MR. ALTAM RANO. And | can't turn ny
vi deo on, but that's fine as well.

Good morning, everyone. Thank you for
havi ng me here today. My name is Jose
Al tam rano, president of the Livery Base
Owners and EI Barrio's Car Service, |ocated
in East Harl em The Livery Base Owners
represent over 250 livery bases in
New York City. Our member bases serves
approxi mately 150,000 New Yorkers each day in
every borough, except for Staten Island. On
behal f of those base owners and customers
that we serve, we respectfully submt the
following comments on the TLC proposed rul es:

In 2014, the livery sector of the
for-hire industry enjoyed over 30,000 for
livery vehicles. Our passenger profiles are
of residents in the outer boroughs who may or
may not speak English as a first |anguage.
Our bases are equi pped to serving these
passengers because nost of our nmembers are
I mm grants as well, and we come fromthe sane
communities as our passengers. However, 2014

spilled the entrance of what we now know as

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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hi gh-volume for-hire vehicle services. These
| arge corporate entities gobbled up market
shares and provided financial incentives to
our affiliated drivers. These high-volunme
FHV services operate at a | oss, because their
goal at the time was to elimnate all of the
conpetition here in the City.

As a result, after seven years, the
number of affiliated vehicles in our livery
sector has dropped bel ow 9,000 vehicles. TLC
failed to provide |egislation that would
| evel the playing field over tine. | nst ead,
the TLC instituted bl anket approach
| egi sl ati on over the entire industry.

Our conmunities, poor and working class
i mm grants and people of color, are the ones
suffering fromcrunmbling MIA infrastructure,
service disruptions, irregular and
i nconveni ent bus |lines, recently suffering
fromour own | ack of vehicles. OQur
communities are the ones who suffer when
smal | bases are unable to provide a ride from
| ack of cars and forced to deal with surging
pricing el sewhere.

The LBO is in support of the proposed

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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rule, as we are in favor of avoiding unfair
conpetition and destability (sic). Our
livery sector of the industry has been

pl eadi ng for years since the cap was pl aced,
to be given the ability to add vehicles,
seeing as we have dropped about 70 percent in
vehicles. W are not in favor of another
tech conpany using a | oophole to create a
huge fleet, while our industry that has been
conmplying with the regul ations thrown at us
basi cally di sappear.

The 2018 cap was put in place to
control the exponential growth of tech
conmpanies. Why allow it now? W are
refreshed by the oversight of Comm ssioner
Al oysee to see this for what it is, tech
conmpany | ooking to disenfranchise our
busi nesses that have been serving our
communities for over 30 years. OQur
struggling bases are constantly having to
tell our customers that we do not have a
vehicl e available for them during peak
moments. Up to 50 percent of our calls are
goi ng negative due to | ack of vehicles. |

any sector should be allowed to add vehicles,

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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it should be ours.

We have asked in the past, of this
Comm ssion, to allow us to have restrictive
vehicle permts that would only stay in the
livery sector. Our small bases are in
crisis, and we're looking to TLC to provide
| eadership on this issue and help us remain
vital. W do not want to be forgotten.
Whi |l e everyone focuses on high-volume bases,
yel l ow medallion crisis or small livery
sector quickly disappeared, and we need the
City to allow us to continue to serve our
communities. Thank you.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you, Jose.

COWMM SSI ONER JARMOSZUK: Yes. Thank
you, Jose.

MR. WANTTAJA: Our next speaker is
Bhai ravi Desai, who will be followed by
Jessica Enzmann.

MS. DESAI : Hi . Good morning. Can you
hear me?

MR. WANTTAJA: Good norning. Yes.

MS. DESAI: Okay. Great. Good
mor ni ng. Thank you so nuch. | am Bhai ravi

Desai . | am the executive director at the

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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New York Taxi Workers Alliance; we are the
organi zation of drivers in New York City. W
have menbers that drive Uber, Lyft, Via, as
wel | as green cabs, liveries, corporate bl ack
cars and yel |l ow cabs.

And | would like to say, unequivocally,
to all of the Comm ssioners, that we are in
full support of this rule. There is urgency
to see this rule passed. | want to rem nd
everybody, both at the TLC across the City
and al so those in tech finance, including
Revel, that the document which laid out the
most conpel ling argument for a vehicle cap
back in 2018 was a suicide note. A suicide
note by Douglas Schifter, who tal ked about
the i nmpact of oversaturation on drivers'
l'ivelihood and drivers' |ives.

At the end of 2017, TLC found in a
study that 96 percent of the Uber, Lyft
drivers were earning below the equival ency of
the m ni mum wage. The livery sector, the
yell ow cab sector are practically w ped out
as revenue has fallen close to 50 percent,
just for the yellow cab sector. W take

absolutely no confort in Revel's argunent
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that they're going to have gradual growth or
that they're going to put out a business
model , which appears to be progressive. Uber
and Lyft also prom sed bonuses and, you know,
guar ant eed pay, but we also know how t hat

wor ked out .

The simple issue here is, if Revel
wants to put nmore cars on the street, work
with the existing car owner drivers. There
are 9,000 medallions in storage, there are
t housands of FHVs still in storage. You can
work with the existing drivers. You do not
need to displace them There is urgency to
this rule. W ask the TLC to please vote on
it today. Thank you.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you. Our next
speaker will be Jessica Enzmann, foll owed by
Mohamed EI ouannas.

MS. SCOTT: Jessica, unmute your
m crophone.

MR. WANTTAJA: We appear to have | ost
Jessica. So, why don't we nove to Mohamed
El ouannas, and then we'll see if Jessica
rej oi ns us.

We can see you but, please, unnute.
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MR. ELOUANNAS: Hi. How are you today?

MR. WANTTAJA: Hi, there we go.

MR. ELOUANNAS: Thanks for having nme
t oday. My name is Mohamed El ouannas,
E-L- O U- A-N- N- A- S. It's really a privilege
to be here today. | wanted to address
Comm ssi oner Al oysee, that |I'm actually at
this point as a TLC licensed driver since
1992, and |, basically -- also at this point,
| drive as part-time for EV rideshare Revel
program

| would like to take this opportunity
to testify on what | think about our
environment protection, as | definitely want
my industry to | ook towards the future and
| earn fromthe past m stakes. It neans
havi ng the option of driving electric vehicle
and being an enployee with full benefits,
unli ke Uber and Lyft, which they're evading
the enpl oyment benefits for the drivers.
And, obviously, at this point, this is the
opportunity for me -- this is the opportunity
Revel is ready to give me today.

Wor ki ng for Revel neans a stable

sal ary, health care, paid time off, and that
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gives nme a peace of m nd. | love feeling
like a real part of -- | feel like |I want to
be part of this company knowi ng that there's
a support teamthere for me, if | need help.
And | also feel good to think by driving an
el ectric vehicle, that |I'm hel ping ny
climate, my environment -- contributing to
the environment as a citizen of this planet.

But if TLC goes to hat and getting rid
of the EV exenmption, drivers will |ose the
chance of becom ng EV vehicle owners. And by
sinply using a clean vehicle will definitely
contribute to our clean environment. And
clearly, the Mayor says that this
adm ni stration supports the green new deal
and support workers' rights, but it
definitely does not seemlike it to me.

Pl ease don't take away the only option

avail able to be an enployee. Drive an

electric vehicle today. Pl ease vote "no" on

movi ng the EV exenmption. Thank you.
COMM SSI ONER JARMOSZUK: Thank you,

M. El ouannas. And thank you for being a

| ongtime |icensee of the TLC. We appreciate

your testimny and your perspective, and we
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support your enmployment at Revel. So, thank
you, again.

MR. ELOUANNAS: Yeah. | just hope this
doesn't apply because, obviously, it seens
i ke you wanted to get rid of the EV
vehicles, but I'mnot sure if that applies to

t he wheel chair-accessi bl e vehicle, obviously.
| "' m not sure if you guys can vote on this to,
actually, keep this in place, you know,
for -- basically, just Revel for themto be
able to afford, you know, work benefits to
the drivers. You know, unlike Uber and Lyft,
t hey saturated the market, obviously. And,
obvi ously, this is not going to, basically --
| assume this is that. |'msure there's the
fact that -- just because the fact is the
congestion, the traffic congestion; that's
why | think nore likely that will be nore
beneficial to us drivers working for Revel
with full benefits, obviously. Thank you for
l'istening.

COMM SSI ONER JARMOSZUK: Thank you.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for your
testi nony.

COMM SSI ONER JARMOSZUK: We appreciate
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you. Thank you.
MR. ELOUANNAS: All right. Thanks.
MR. WANTTAJA: So, it |ooks |ike our
previ ous speaker has dropped off. So, our
next speaker will be Ryan Rzepecki, foll owed

by Annie Perez, who has requested a Spanish

translation. So, if our translator could be
on the ready for, not this next speaker, but
the one after that, that would be good.

So, next up, Ryan Rzepecki.

MR. RZEPECKI: Hi, how are you doi ng,
guys? | am Ryan Rzepecki. | began my career
at the NYC Departnment of Transportation
before | founded social bicycles, which
i ntroduced Junp Electric Bi kes around the
worl d, before we were acquired by Uber in
2018. So, |'ve been on various sides of this
type of discussion for many, many years. And
| understand how hard it is to make good
policy decisions during a time of rapid
t echnol ogy change.

| want to start by saying, reaffirm ng
that this was not a | oophole. That this EV
exemption was designed to allow new EVs into

the fleet and to encourage this type of
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busi ness nodel to happen. You know, Revel
was following the rules on the books and made
a significant investnment based on those
rules, mllions of dollars of investments in
buil di ng out charging infrastructure based on
those rules. It's the type of investmnment
that's going to be required to actually make
a transition to electric vehicle fleet.

And so, it's troubling, how can
conpani es make this type of investment that
we know we need to become the clean city that
we all want to become? How can you make that
investment if the agency changes the rul es of
the game just weeks before a proposed | aunch?
| believe it's critical for the TLC to reach
its stated climate goals for there to be new
busi ness nmodels in this sector, one where the
fleet is owned by the ride-hail operator and
the drivers are enmployees. Which is
somet hing that the agency has said for years
wasn't inportant to them To be cl ear,
removing this EV exenption only strengthens
the status quo of very large ride-hail
pl atforms and i ndependent drivers.

And | think it is difficult, extremely
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difficult, for that model to make the
transition to electric vehicles. The
i ndependent drivers don't have the resources
to build out a huge cityw de charging
network. And the ride-hail platforms have
not been owning this problem because they
don't own the fleet. And so, if we allowthe
status quo to continue, we are strengthening
the ride-hail providers. W will have the
same issues with drivers and fair treatnment
and kind of an inability to build-out the
next wave of this industry with clean
el ectric vehicles.

And so, | think it's extremely
i mportant to |leave this in place. To |eave
it -- work as it was intended and to take
this as a success that the TLC has created a
set of policies that enabled investnment,
enabl ed i nnovati on and enabl ed a new busi ness
model to be tried. Because let's face it,
the |l ast ten years has been hard. It's been
hard for everybody. It's been hard for
drivers, it's been hard for the agency. And
it's been hard for technol ogy conpani es --

MR. WANTTAJA: Thirty seconds
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remai ni ng.
MR. RZEPECKI : -- other than the big Q
to get established. And so, | hope that this

New Yor k- based conpany has the opportunity to
make this happen and deliver electric
vehicles at scale, eventually, in New York
City.
COWM SSI ONER JARMOSZUK:  Thank you. We
appreci ate your testimny. And, again --
SPANI SH | NTERPRETER: Hello. Sorry for
interrupt, but | am the Spanish interpreter.
COMM SSI ONER JARMOSZUK: No. No.
Pl ease, stop. We will call on you. W can
see where you are. Please, stop. Thank you.

Ryan, let's go on to the next speaker.
MR. WANTTAJA: Sure. Thank you. So,
next up i s Annie Perez, who has requested a
Spani sh translator. And then after Annie
Perez, we'll try Jessica Enzmann again. So,
Anni e Perez, please join. And | see we have
our translator on the |ine.
COWM SSI ONER JARMOSZUK:  ( Spani sh
di al ect in progress.)

MR. WANTTAJA: Okay. One nore call for

Anni e Perez to join.
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(No response.)

MR. WANTTAJA: Okay. We're noving on
to our next speaker. Let's try Jessica
Enzmann again, followed by Lauren Bail ey.
Jessi ca Enzmann.

MS. ENZMANN: Hello. Can you hear ne
now?

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes. Hel | o. Thank you.

MS. ENZMANN: Thank you. Sorry for
t hat before.

Hel l o. Thank you for the opportunity
to speak today. M nane is Jessica Enzmann.
| ' m speaking on behalf of the Sierra Club. I
wanted to note that the transportation sector
is currently the | argest source of greenhouse
gas em ssions in New York, contributing nmore
than a third of the state's em ssions. This
pol l ution has been shown to increase the risk
of asthma, heart attack, cancer and premature
death. Transportation pollution inpacts
communities of color the nmost, making it
crucial to prioritize zero em ssion vehicles
in these communities.

New Yor k has had some ambitious climte

goals through the Climte Leadership and
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Community Protection Act, including

85 percent reduction in greenhouse gas

em ssions by 2050. Elimnating the for-hire
vehicle |icense waiver for battery electric
vehicles is a step backwards in neeting

| ocal, state and federal goals for greenhouse
gas em ssion reductions. The current battery
el ectric vehicle exenption has been positive
for electric vehicle adoption. And the new
proposed rule stands to stifle the purchasing
of battery electric vehicles, and in turn
negatively impact the build-out of electric
vehicle charging infrastructure.

The battery electric vehicles are one
of the best tools to improve our air quality.
Elimnating tail pipe em ssions will benefit
everyone, especially those who Iive near busy
hi ghways. Di sal |l owi ng battery electric
vehicles to obtain licenses will set
New York back in terms of incentivizing new
battery electric vehicles. Wth over
two mllion passenger vehicles in total on
the road in New York City, the claimthat 400
new battery electric vehicles approved

for-hire vehicle |licenses between 2019 and
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2021 significantly contributes to congestion
or greenhouse gas em ssions through
congestion is questionabl e.

Cutting down on rideshare services that
utilize battery electric vehicles would only
increase the amount of trips New Yorkers take
I n gas combustion rideshare vehicles, and
ultimately increase greenhouse gas em ssions,
while slowing the transition to clean
transportation. The Sierra Club urges the
TLC to not move forward on the proposed rule
change to Local Law 147. Thank you for your
time.

COWMM SSI ONER JARMOSZUK: Thank you very
much.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you. So, next, |
believe we're going to try Anni e Perez again.
So, Annie Perez is on and she has requested
Spani sh transl ati on.

COMM SSI ONER JARMOSZUK:  ( Spani sh
di al ect in progress.)

MR. WANTTAJA: Okay. We'll give a few
more seconds here.

(No response.)

MR. WANTTAJA: Okay. Well, then, let's
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move on to Lauren Bailey, who will be
foll owed by Peter Mazer. Do we have Lauren
Bail ey?

(No response.)
MR. WANTTAJA: Okay. We'll just go
ahead and move on to Peter Mazer.
TLC HOST: We're adding that | ast
speaker.
MR. WANTTAJA: Okay.
TLC HOST: Okay. They are connecting

now.

MR. WANTTAJA: And which speaker is
t his?

TLC HOST: Lauren Bail ey.

MR. WANTTAJA: Lauren Bailey. Okay.
Hel | o.

MS. BAI LEY: Hi . | apol ogi ze.
didn't realize my name was my name. So,

t hank you very nmuch to the Zoom wi zards
behi nd the screen.

My name is Lauren Bail ey. | am the
Director of Climate Policy at Tri-State
Transportation Canmpaign. Tri-State is a
30-year old organization that works at the

intersection of transit, equity, environment
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and health and safety.

Now, | am here today to tal k about why
we are supporting the Comm ssioners today,
voting against removing this exenption. This
exemption is a policy proposal from 2018,
that we really saw as a stroke of genius from
the TLC, to not only mtigate the crisis that
we were having then with congestion --
Tri-State al so advocated and continues to
advocate for congestion pricing and other
measures to inprove our air quality in
New York -- but also to start meeting our
climate goals for electric vehicle
transition.

Now, | completely agree with our
col  eagues from the Taxi Workers Alliance, as
wel | as other organizations, that we need to
be deli berate, |l est we create a crisis again.
However, | want to reiterate what ny
coll eague fromthe Sierra Club said, that a
400-vehicle addition of electric vehicles
does not make the same crisis that we saw
before. Additionally, fearing that we need
to be deliberate about this, and this is

i mportant -- |, personally, and | believe
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none of nmy coll eagues either, have seen any
sort of data modeling to prove that this EV
exenption or the addition of a new conpany
woul d be sonething that would put us back in
that crisis we had in 2017.

Meanwhil e, we are fully aware of many
of the other crises that the TLC is dealing
with as well, including the medallion crisis.
So, we encourage the TLC to vote agai nst
removing this exenption today and really
begin to move forward with a full plan of how
we're going to nove into a sustainable
future. The TLC is responsible for one of
the | argest fleets in the country. MWhere the
TLC goes, the city goes, our state goes and
our country goes, frankly. And we want to
make sure that we're seeing a sustainability
pl an beyond pilots, before we're noving
policy levers that we know work and we know
are noving us into a culture shift and into a
transition that we need.

Finally, before I wrap up, | would |ike
to say when we talk about scaling up electric
vehicles, we | ook forward to the TLC -- as

the Comm ssioner said in her opening
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remar ks -- working with our stakehol ders on
this to find a way to have charging for
everyone and have this be a full plan.
However, Tri-State is fully against renoving
this exenption at this time, given that we
have not seen this plan, we have not seen
charging fromthe public sector or the
support from the governnment we need to do
that. And, frankly, if there's a private
sector nmoved to do that at the moment, |

see -- |I'mvery disappointed that the TLC is
| ooking to elimnate the opportunities for
future innovation, given the rapid novenent
of not only technol ogy, but clean technol ogy
ri ght now.

COVI D showed us that our air is killing
us, particularly in black and brown
communities, and | want to make sure that the
TLC is doing its due diligence before you're
changing the policies we do have that work.
And we very nmuch | ook forward to seei ng what
| hope is on your desk and just not public
yet, if you're having this determ nation
ri ght now. Thank you.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for your
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testi nony.
Our next speaker will be Peter Mazer,
foll owed by M chael MCutcheon. Peter, it
appears you're still nuted, if you'd want to

unnmute yourself. Thank you.

MR. MAZER: Okay. Thank you. Good
afternoon, Comm ssioners. M nanme is a Peter
Mazer, and | am general counsel to the
Met ropol itan Taxi cab Board of Trade; an
association representing the owners and
operators of the more than 5,000 |icensed New
York City taxicabs. Our full-service driver
center has provided taxicab drivers free
| egal services valued at nmore than
$1.5 mllion, and has represented drivers at
no charge at nore than 12,000 OATH traffic
court and crim nal court cases.

In 2018, the City Council passed and
the Mayor signed into |aw, |egislation that
created a 12-nmonth moratorium on the issuance
of new for-hire vehicle Iicense permts. At
the time, there were about 115, 000 FHVs
operating on the streets of New York,
significantly contributing to traffic

congestion, preventing drivers from earning a
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sustai nable income, as there was insufficient
passenger demand. At the time, for-hire
vehi cl es were transporting about 700, 000
passengers a day.

The City Council exenpted accessible
vehicles fromthe permt noratoriumto
encourage their expanded use to meet the need
of the disability community. Local |aw did
not extend the exemption of battery electric
vehicles; this was done by the TLC rule that
becane effective in September of 2019, after
the initial moratorium period. The TLC
reported then, that there were about 118, 000
| i censed FHVs. FHV ridership peaked at about
800, 000 trips a day in February of 2020, then
declined during the pandem c and is now
recovered by more than half.

However, the nunmber of FHVs licensed by
the TLC has not declined proportionately to
the decline in ridership, and there's stil
more than 93,000 |icensed FHVs, according to
TLC data. More than 85,000 of these are
hi gh-volume cars. This denonstrates that
there is no shortage of avail abl e FHVs,

i ncluding black cars and traditional livery
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services, to neet the needs of the city
residents and visitors.

However, it also denonstrates that at
present, there is still a critical need to
protect the |ivelihood of drivers, a key
objective of the initial legislation in 2018.
The rul e proposed was not anti-clean vehicle,
nor was it anti-BEV technol ogy. It does not
prevent any license base from putting on the
road, nore electric vehicles. It sinply
requires that electric vehicles placed into
service replace existing already |icensed
for-hire vehicles. It is true that electric
vehi cl es cause | ess pollution than
conventional cause, but they don't cause |ess
congestion. An electric vehicle still use
the same scarce streets space and contri butes
in the sanme way to traffic congestion as any
ot her vehicle.

As the city begins to recover fromthe
pandem c, one of the significant challenges
it will face is dealing with traffic and
congestion. As nore and nore people return
to work and as New York City cultural and

entertai nment venues reopen, one of the
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chal l enges facing our residents and visitors
will be the ability to get around the City
qui ckly and efficiently.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thirty seconds
remai ni ng.

MR. MAZER: Thank you. In May, the MTIA
reported that vehicular traffic on the
bridges and tunnels already is approaching
| evel s not seen in the past ten years, and
this is before the City is fully reopened.
The last thing the City needs now is to
create a method whereby the nunber of
for-hire vehicles on the road is increased at
a time when there is no denonstrated need for
such additional service. History teaches us
that the result will be increased congestion
and a decrease in driver inconme. Clean
technology is a goal that everyone
supports --

MR. WANTTAJA: Your time is over.

Pl ease concl ude your testinony.

MR. MAZER: Okay. Thank you.

The | aw has been successful in reducing
t he number of for-hire vehicles cruising on

the enpty streets, a major contributor to
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traffic congestion, and has raised driver
income. There is no need to altar that | aw
ri ght now, and we urge you to adopt this
rul e. Thank you.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for your
testi nony.

Our next speaker will be M chael
McCut cheon, followed by I brahim Toure.

MR. MCCUTCHEON: Thank you for giving
me the time to speak today. M nane is
M chael McCutcheon. | am a Brooklyn
resident, lived in New York for well over
fifteen years. |'m also an entrepreneur and
busi ness owner, the co-founder of Wayout
Future.

But I"'mreally here today just as a New
Yor ker who cares about a city that is fair,
equi t abl e, progressive and green. And | am
concerned with the proposed rul e change
t oday, both the substance and the process by
which it's being made. | think we can al
agree that pollution, the number of cars on
the road, and good jobs are three
interrelated i ssues that we should tackle. |

do not believe the proposed rule change
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effectively tackles, really, any of them and,
in fact, exasperates them And |'m nost
concerned of the way it's being done.

On the substance, you know, as | think
the TLC data suggest, it has given out 400
exenmptions for battery vehicles. And in a
city with two mllion, that is a very, very,
very m ghty nunmber and | think does very
little to drive congestion. There is not
going to be any evidence that there's any
exponential growth that we're concerned about
at the time. Revel's initial proposal is
very small in scope, and so there's no need,
in my view, to address this now.

| think, you know, also on the way that
this is being done, you know, obviously today
is Primary Day. A |lot of New Yorkers aren't
focused on this. The Conm ssion has already
publ i shed a Notice of Promul gation that seens
to suggest that this rule has already been

voted on and done. Even if that's not the

case -- which | see some menbers shaking
their head -- you know, as a nember of the
public who see sonething like that, it's very

frustrating because we have not yet had the
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six months or a year, based off of

reasonabl e, just as a New Yorker.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for

testinony.

City Adm nistrative Procedure Act

45

chance to fully speak our m nd.

And so, basically, my ask, the
Comm ssion, is to vote against this rule
change, to allow the exemptions to continue,
to support New York as a place of
experimentation, of innovation, of fairness
and let us lead. | think this rule change

woul d prevent that from happening and there
IS no reason to do it now. | think if the

Comm ssion wi shes to conme back to this in

new facts,

| think that's nore than, you know,

But |

think there's no reason to do this now. And
| would urge the Comm ssion to vote agai nst
the rule change and all ow New York to
continue to |l ead the way, that we seek to
build a better city, a |less bureaucratic and

more for all New Yorkers. Thank you.

your

And before we get to the next speaker,
just as a quick note about the nmentioned

Notice of Promul gation. The New York City,

requires
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the TLC to post a final version of its rules
on its website at |east three days prior to a
vote. That final notice needs to include the
Notice of Promul gation, which includes

i nformati on about the vote. So, obviously,
no rules are effective until after we have a
hearing and after we have a vote on the
rules. A slight quirk in CAPA makes it so we
have to post these notices that |ook |ike

rul es have already been voted on when, in
fact, they have not.

And just to be clear, this is how we
have been noticing rules for years. In fact,
we have two other rule packages, which we
will be voting on |ater today, that have
simlar |anguage in their notices. So,
just want to make it clear that, obviously,
none of these rules are effective until such
time as we have the hearing and the vote.
Under st and t he CAPA process and how we notice
these things is a little confusing and

qui rky, but to assure the public, we have not

voted on these yet. And no rules are
effective until such tinme as the vote
happens.
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So, with that, I would like to call up
our next speaker, |brahim Toure, followed by
Jane Selden. | see Ibrahim s name on there.
|f you'd like to unmute and begin your
testi nony.

MR. TOURE: Hello. Can you hear me?

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes. Thank you.

MR. TOURE: Okay. My name is |brahim
Toure, and I'm a New York State Licensed
Prof essi onal Engi neer. | worked in
transportation for about 19 years, in public
transportation, and also | eadership in energy
and environmental design, accredited
professional. | basically have five talking
points. Thank you for allowing me to speak.

Ri deshare vehicles can reduce traffic
congestion, but if properly managed, by
reduci ng the number the private passenger
cars on the road. Internal combustion
engi ne, |ICE, vehicles are designed for
maxi mum efficiency at hi ghway speeds and are
| ess efficient and more polluting during
sl ower urban taxi and rideshare operations,
with more frequent stops and idling. Battery

el ectric vehicles reduce pollution and noise
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by having zero tail pi pe em ssions and a qui et
electric notor. They're also nore efficient
at | ow speeds and during frequent stops,
usi ng regenerative breaking and are safer for
taxi and rideshare operations, with collision
avoi dance systems and excellent crash
ratings.

BEV taxi and rideshare services benefit
t he public by providing nmore safer, reliable,
environmentally friendly transportation
options. They benefit our environment by
reduci ng toxic vehicle exhaust and greenhouse
gas em ssions. They benefit our econonmy by
providing jobs to drivers, increasing the
productivity of passengers, and introducing
conpetition, innovation, and resilience into
the transportation business sector. The
current proposed rule change would directly
harm the forthcom ng New York City BEV
ri deshare service planned by Revel. This
service plans to hire TLC Iicensed drivers as
full enmployees with full health care and
ot her benefits, instead of as independent
contractors. This service also plans to

provide electric vehicles recharging and
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mai nt enance for their drivers, instead of the
drivers having to provide fuel and maintain

their own vehicl es.

Pl ease vote "no," so TLC licensed
drivers can have nore and better job
opportunities, so New York City residents and
commut ers can have cl eaner, safer
transportation options. And so we all can
breathe a little easier on our way home. And
| also just wanted to state that |I'm speaking
on my own behalf, as a lifelong New York City
resident and citizen. Thank you.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for your
testi nony.

Our next speaker will be Jane Sel den,
foll owed by Edgar SantaMari a.

MS. SELDEN: First, | would like to
t hank the Conmm ssioners for giving me the
opportunity to speak today. M nane is Jane
Sel den, and |I'm here on behalf of 350NYC, an
environmental activist organization focusing
on local New York City climte issues. OQur
goal is to drastically reduce greenhouse gas

em ssions and nmove towards a just transition

to a renewabl e econonmy. Electrifying the
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transportation sector is critical to
conbating the climate cri sis. So, we at
350NYC are opposed to the proposed rule
change that would revoke the exenmption for
electric for-hire vehicles.

In New York City, transportation
contri butes 30 percent of greenhouse gas
em ssions, a significant percentage of which
can be attributed to for-hire vehicles. A
study by the New York City Mayor's Office of
Sustainability show that between 2010 and
2018, greenhouse gas em ssions from FHVs and
taxis increased 66 percent, as a result of
t he exponential growth of app-based for-hire
vehicle services, |like Lyft and Uber. I n
Manhattan, for-hire vehicles spend roughly
40 percent of the time cruising wthout a
passenger or idling while waiting for a
customer. | dl i ng engi nes can produce up to
twice the amount of exhaust em ssions as when
the car is in notion.

These gas fired vehicles pose a huge
threat, not only to the health of our planet,
but al so endanger the health of our

communi ties. Exhaust em ssions contain a
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range of toxic pollutants, |ike carbon
monoxi de, nitrogen oxide and particul ate
matter, which have been |inked to higher
rates in asthma, heart disease, chronic
bronchitis, and cancer. Adverse health
effects from exposure to these toxins

di sproportionately inmpacts | ow-inconme
communities of color, as we have recently
seen during the COVID epidem c.

Despite the pledges of major for-hire
vehicle conpanies to transition to electric
vehi cl es, today over 99 percent are still
gas-fueled. We need nore than prom ses. W
need regul ations. The California Air
Resources Board recently mandated that
ride-hailing conmpanies start phasing in EVs
by 2023. And that by 2030, at | east
90 percent of mles driven by for-hire
vehicles nmust be in electric cars.

New York City should be instituting
simlar regqulations to systematically and
drastically ramp down the number of
combustion engine for-hire vehicles. The
City Council's decision in 2018 to cap the

nunmber of for-hire vehicle |licenses was a

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PR PR R PR
o A W N P O © 0O N O U A W N P O

I n Re Conmmi ssion Hearing NYC - Taxi & Linousine Conmi ssion

June 22, 2021
52

step in the right direction --

MR. WANTTAJA: Thirty seconds
remai ni ng.

MS. SELDEN: Thank you. But revoking
the exenption for electric for-hire vehicles
now makes no sense, and is inconpatible with
the city's climate goals of radically
reduci ng greenhouse gas em ssions by
transitioning to sustainable nodes of
transportation. Thank you.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for your
testimony. Next we will have Edgar
SantaMaria, followed by Samassa Ti di ane. And
Edgar, it | ooks |Iike we see you on here. But
pl ease unmute yourself, and you may begin
your testimony.

MR. SANTAMARI A: Hi. Can you hear me?

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes. Thank you.

MR. SANTAMARI A: Okay. Comm ssioners,
t hank you for the opportunity. | just want
to thank God, you know, many of us survived
this pandem c. Unfortunately, many drivers
didn't. But no driver will survive a conmpany
with nore cars and nore drivers. W just --

this past Saturday, we just cel ebrated
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Juneteenth, the end of slavery. Yet, another
privileged rich person wants to cone into the
i ndustry and get rich on mnorities and
imm grants. Often, the Mayor says he's for
Hi spanic lives, and Asian lives, and bl ack
l'ives matter and all that stuff. Well, show
us that our lives really matter. Help us fix
the current issues that we have with the
current conpani es.

|f the City needs nore electric
vehicles, give us the opportunity to
transition into those types of cars. W're
ready. We're willing to do it. W're
willing to help the City achieve the climate
goal . Thank you.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for your
testi nony. Next up, we have Samassa Ti di ane,
foll owed by Dorren Guez (phonetic). | see
Samassa's name has appeared. If you'd Iike
to unnute yourself, you may begin your
testinony.

MR. TI DI ANE: Yeah, hello0?

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes, hello. Okay. W
can hear you now. Thank you.

MR. TIDIANE: Okay. This is -- can you
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hear me?
MR. WANTTAJA: Yes, we can hear you.
MR. TIDIANE: Okay. This is Samassa
Tidiane. 1'll say hi, everybody. Supporting

the Comm ssion, TLC Comm ssi on. We don''t
need no more electrical vehicles on the road
because we have famly to take care of them
| have TLC licensed driver. l*"'ma TLC
licensed driver. So, if they come in,
they're going to be worse than what we have
right now. Because we have Lyft, Uber --
what ever conpany we have here. |If they cone
in, they're going to be nore worse than them
We don't want a vehicle.

|f they want to conme in this market,
they can conme in the market, you know, |ike
everybody. But we don't want electric nore
vehicle in the world, please. We are
supporting the Comm ssion hundred-percent for
that; and that's all | have to say. Thank
you, gquys. Thank you, Comm ssion. Thank
you, everybody. That's all | have to say.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for your
testi mony. Okay. I|"m | ooking at my list now

and up next, we have Aziz Bah, followed by
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Augusti ne Tang.

MR. BAH: Hel l o, can you hear me?

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes, we can hear you.

MR. BAH: Good afternoon,

Comm ssi oners. My name is Aziz Bah, and |I'm
the Organizing Director of the |Independent
Drivers Guil d.

Comm ssioner, the basic definition of
insanity is doing the same thing over and
over again, expecting a different outcone.
The vehicle cap failed in its objective and
hurt thousands of workers in the process. It
Is a regressive anti-worker policy that has
forced thousands of drivers to rent or |ease
vehicles frombig fleet owners, rather than
owni ng their own cars. While we understand
your concern about fleet owners, we urge you,
pl ease do not double down on a failed policy
by closing one of the only remaining paths to
ownership for hardworking drivers.

| ndi vi dual drivers must have a pat hway
to ownership. And the battery electric
vehicle exemption fromthe licensed cap for
drivers must be retained. In addition, we

urge the TLC to allow any drivers who has
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been driving professionally for at | east

two years with a good driving record to also
be all owed an exenption fromthe cap, if they
have an opportunity to own. For years, the

| DG has warned that capping Taxi and

Li mousi ne Comm ssion vehicle |license, rather
than limting the TLC driver's |icenses,
woul d hurt workers. Our warnings fell on
deaf ears. Hence, the City and TLC

I mpl emented the moratoriumin |ate 2018.

Since then, drivers who did not have
any savings or means to purchase and |icense
a vehicle, were stuck with forever renting or
| easing a vehicle to work. That, in fact,
turned fleet owners into the great masters of
t housands of workers who will struggle for
the rest of their |ife paying nmore than
$10, 000 per year in expenses, rather than own
their own vehicle; all this is happening as a
result of the vehicle cap.

After the cap, the TLC issued new
license at the rate of a thousand |icenses,
new | i censes, per nonth until the pandem c
hits. In total, TLC has issued 20, 000 nore

TLC licenses since the cap was put in place.
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That's an additional 20,000 workers who were
stuck leasing or renting fromthe big fleet
owners until and unless they can save enough
money to purchase an electric vehicle. As
New York search for solution to a decade-|ong
process, the problem with congestion, it has
focused the blame |largely on for-hire vehicle
drivers, while bus |anes and bi ke | anes
| argely reduce the space that was once
avail abl e, delivery trucks, construction
vehicles and trailers double parking all over
the City at all times are a huge factor.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thirty seconds
remai ni ng.

MR. BAH: But the |arge inmm grant
wor kforce is easier to blanme. | nean,
personally, | was stuck in a rental for a
year -- for years. The vehicle cap prevented
me from owni ng. It took ne years to save and
finally bought my first electric vehicles.
Despite the | ack of charging stations, it is
t he best avail able solution. | felt
i berated, and | know other drivers are
wor ki ng toward that same goal. To cut off

this option to own would be cruel, cruelty
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upon cruelty. One vehicle per TLC licensed
driver is the sinple solution. |If the City
is concerned with congestion --

MR. WANTTAJA: You get three m nutes.
Your time is up. Pl ease concl ude your
testi nony.

MR. BAH: Thank you. The City can

limt new TLC |icenses based on ridership and

needs. Only then, we can achieve true
empower ment, as opposed to subjecting us to
this failed cap rule. Thank you.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for your
testimony. Up next we have Augustine Tang,
foll owed by Mohammed Hussei n.

MR. TANG: Hi, I'"msorry.

MR. WANTTAJA: Hi .

MR. TANG: Can you see ne?

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes. Thank you.

MR. TANG. All right. Great. Thank
you very much. Thank you, TLC for -- TLC
Chair, for understanding the inportance of
not saturating the City with more vehicles,
whet her it's going to be four or 50 cars.
But, you know, here we go again, a

corporation comes in to msinterpret rules,
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make the City unbearable with traffic, and
create an environnment with slavery wages.
They' || say that the government shoul dn't
intervene. They'|ll put regulators in an evil
position, create peer pressure and then tell
the public that it's unfair for them that
they are the good guys. Unfortunately, the
City was not meant for nore vehicles,
meanwhi | e, creating poverty wages for the
drivers in every sector.

' m glad that the TLC sees through al
this, because Uber has done the same thing.
If we allow more vehicles to come into the
City, we're going to just shrug off the fact
t hat nmost of the drivers' l|ivelihoods don't
matt er .

For years, this has been happening. |
stand fully on TLC voting "yes" in proposing
a rule change. We've been through this
al ready. And although |I do feel that
electric vehicles are part of the future, we
just can't allow extra cars flooding the
streets, while drivers pay the ultimte
price. | have seen nmy own inconme w ndow

t hrough the years, and while taking a brunt
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of the work struck in gridlock. W' ve been

t hrough this. Let's learn from our m stakes.
Drivers have suffered | ong enough. Don't --
you know, don't think that they're any
different when they're using the same tactics
as when Uber first started. Please uphold
this rule -- please propose this rule change
because wrong deci sions may destroy nore
lives.

Again, | amgrateful that the TLC Chair
shares the same views. Please vote "yes" in
uphol ding this rule change. | appreciate
your time. Thank you guys very nmuch.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for your
testi nony. Next, we have Mohanmed Hussei n,
foll owed by M chelle Boston. Waiting on
Mohammed Hussei n.

(No response.)

MR. WANTTAJA: Okay. | f Mohanmed
Hussein is not ready, why don't we nove
straight to M chell e Boston.

(No response.)

MR. WANTTAJA: Mohanmed Hussein or

M chell e Boston, going once --

TLC HOST: " m here. Techni cal
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difficulties.

MR. WANTTAJA: Okay.

TLC HOST: We're bringing them up.
We're going to go to Sonam Lana.

MR. WANTTAJA: Sonam Lama. Okay.
Sonam Lama. | think we're all | ooking
forward to the days when we could do this in
person and not dealing with technical
difficulties. Sonam Lama -- okay. Here we
go. Sonam Lama. We have a nane in front of
us. Fantastic.

Sonam if you'd like to unnute
yoursel f, you may begin your testinmony.

MR. LAMA: Hell o. Can you hear me?

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes, we can hear you.

MR. LAMA: Hello, everyone. Thank you
for this golden opportunity. And, yeah, it's
a -- good afternoon to all Comm ssioners and
to my fellow drivers. M nanme is Sonam Lam,
and | am the organizer from the | ndependent
Drivers Guild, |DG.

So, as you all know that this industry
has been suffering a lot. And as a community
| eader from my South Asian and also the |DG

organi zer, we always see drivers crying and
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| i ke definitely comng to us for help, and
there's so many things that we want to but we
can't, you know. So, that's why | would |ike
to say TLC to pl ease, |like, you know, send
one of the representatives who can listen to
us and help us to help the drivers.

Every single day, the drivers come to
our office and ask for the help. W try our
best and sometimes we can't. And one of the
things is the plate. You know the plate,

i ke, in my community 90 percent drivers, the
men job is to literally |ike drive, and nost
of the wives, they don't work. Because

Sout h Asian, as you all know, that only
husband works and they are the ones who
conducts the whole famly. And nmore than

t housand drivers frommy only conmunity, they
are renting in a very high price fromthis --
the rental conpanies, and they are suffering.

So, | would like to enphasize, if you
could, you know, like, stop this capping
thing, that would really help for those
famlies. The political things, whatever,
frommy side, | don't understand. But if you

really care about the drivers and the
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famlies, you know, to bring the food on the

table, fromthe financial status, TLC has the

power, | know. Please help with that.

And also | want to add somet hi ng about

Taxi Alliance. | don't know what's wrong

with the Taxi Alliance. They always, |

bl ame us, I DG for our work. They never

ke,

appreciate -- we never, |like, go -- we never

throw stuff to them but they're always

trying to bite us. We don't know why.

Last

time | had there -- | was there admtting --

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you. We woul

like to limt comentary to our rules,

d

pl ease. We have a | ot of speakers. Thank

you.

MR. LAMA: Okay. Sorry about that.

Just wanted to make sure the straight thing

iIs that TLC is the one who cap the stop,

but

they're the one who did it, you know, this

ki nd of stuff. So, | just wanted TLC to be

transparent with drivers --
MR. WANTTAJA: Thirty seconds

remai ni ng.

MR. LAMA: Yeah. |f you really need

anything that 1 DG can do or as a | eader

from
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my conmmunity, Nepali comunity, you can reach
out to me and we can dive in with two other
drivers. So, please, if you could help
removi ng the capping thing, that would be
really appreciated. Thank you. Thank you,
Comm ssioners. And to all nmy fellow drivers,
t hank you so much.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for your
testi mony. Once again, just to rem nd
everybody, we have a lengthy |ist of
speakers. So, if you could please keep your
testi mony focused on the rules beforehand
t oday, that woul d be appreci ated.

So, | think, next, we're going to try
to go back to Mohanmed Hussein, followed by
M chell e Boston. We were having sone
technical difficulties on our end. So, next
up will be Mohammed Hussein, followed by
M chel | e Boston.

(No response.)

MR. WANTTAJA: Mohanmmed Hussein or
M chell e Boston. Are we still having trouble
pronoti ng people to speakers?

TLC HOST: Yeah. Mohanmed Hussein is

on the attendee, but the systemis not
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allowing us to pronote himto speak.

COMM SSI ONER JARMOSZUK: Okay. So,
l et's nove on to the next speak --

MR. WANTTAJA: | see himright here.

COMM SSI ONER JARMOSZUK:  Thank you.

MR. WANTTAJA: All right. Mohanmed,
pl ease begin your testinmony.

(1 naudi bl e di al ect.)

MR. WANTTAJA: Okay. Mohammed, |
believe you're cutting in and out, so we're
going to go ahead and go to M chell e Boston.
M chelle, | see you're in here. So,
Mchelle, if you'd like to unnmute, you may
begi n your testinony.

MS. BOSTON: Okay. Good afternoon.
| " m an Uber driver, and |I'm also a wheelchair
driver. So, nmy question is for all the
proponents of Revel. Why not give current
drivers the opportunity to phase out their
vehicles into EVs? |If you're so interested
in the drivers' well-being and this gas
em ssions, conme up with a solution where they
can use your cars and eventually transfer
over. Because EVs that you are bringing in

woul d still create overcrowding. So. M
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fear is that these people who are running
Revel, they will eventually force the drivers
t hat don't have EV cars, they will force them
out of business. If we try to bring themin
and then there's a cap, and then all of a
sudden, the drivers who are driving |ike
regul ar cars now, they can't afford to get an
EV.

So, what needs to be done, is the
drivers with regular cars, they should be
given the opportunity to transition their
cars into EVs. And EVs -- whether you
bring -- it doesn't matter. Overcrowding is
overcrowdi ng. And the next thing is the
wheel chair vehicles. W need nore wheel chair
vehicles. And eventually, if we have enough,
that will be overcrowdi ng. So, instead of
bringing in nmore EVs, which are just regul ar
cars, why not try to bring in nore
wheel chairs? It was very difficult for me to
find a conmpany that sells a wheelchair
vehicle. | had to do so much research. And
my car right now is not working and | need to
get anot her wheelchair car and it's very,

very difficult.
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So, | think that a |lot of drivers who
want to do wheel chair, especially the ones
who don't speak English, they don't know
where to go. When | went to the TLC, | just
had a list of cars that they would accept as
wheel chairs. | had no other information as
to where to go, who are selling these cars.
So, | do think that EVs should not be all owed
in, unless it's a current driver with a car
that's switching over. Thank you very nuch.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for your

testi mony. Okay. So, our next speakers --

up next, we will have Alec Soybel, followed
by Samor Solinian (phonetic). Next up, Al ec
Soybel. And Alec, we see you. You can

unmut e and begin your testinony.

MR. SOYBEL: Okay. Great. Good
afternoon, everybody. My name is Alec
Soybel. | would Iike to say hello to
everybody, to Conmm ssioner, Ms. Aloysee, and
to everybody.

In my opinion, | believe that TLC
should not allow a conmpany, Revel, to cone to
New York wi thout buying or wthout |easing a

taxi medal lion. There should be not a free
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| aunch for company Revel to come to

New York wi thout buying or |easing taxi

medal lions. | bought taxi medallion.
Everybody bought taxi medallion. They should
come and buy taxi nmedallion. This is a rich
conpany. And Revel would like to come to New
York without buying taxi medallions and in
coupl e of years, | repeat, in couple of

years, to fire its drivers and have
driverless cars on New York streets. It's a
goal of this company because they're

t echnol ogy conmpany, they understand that

driverless cars will conme to New York very
soon. In one, two, three years.
So, basically, they would |like to have

no taxi medallions to buy, and they would
like to drive driverless cars in two or
three years, and they will fire everybody;
every taxi driver, they will fire. They
don't need themif they have driverless cars.
So, right now there are nmore than 5,000

medal lions in TLC storage. What does it
mean? |t means that people cannot drive taxi
medal I i ons because for financial reasons.

They cannot pay taxi |loans to credit unions.
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And credit unions come after them and demand

that they to pay taxi |oans. So, basically,
we can |lose all our life savings because
credit unions will not give us a free | aunch.
Li ke, company Revel |like to have a free

| aunch with taxi medallions. So, every
person who come to New York streets need to
buy taxi medalli on.

| don't know the price of taxi
medal lion right now, but they need to buy
taxi medallions. There should be no excuse
for anybody to come to New York streets --
because streets are very expensive. It's a
gold. And New York streets can sell this
gold to the people. Why they need to give
free, themto come, conpanies |ike Uber, like
Tesla, |ike any conpany |i ke Revel, they need
to buy them

MR. WANTTAJA: Thirty seconds
remai ni ng.

MR. SOYBEL: If they don't have noney,
they need to borrow nmoney fromcredit unions
and take the same taxi loan like me, |ike
everybody el se. It's not a free launch in

New York. They like to have a free | aunch.
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They |ike to have some new opportunity with

driverless cars, but this should not be

allowed to them Because they need to think

about one or two years ahead of our tine.
one or two years will be driverless cars in
the streets. So, they like to have no
drivers. They do not care about drivers.
They care about profit, about revenue.

MR. WANTTAJA: Your three m nutes
is concluded. Please conclude your
testi nony.

MR. SOYBEL: In my opinion, they will
not allow themto come to the New York and
ot her conmpanies as well. W will not allow
all this electrical cars. Because sonme
el ectric cars in 2018 cost $17,000. Right
now, electrical cars cost $30,000. So,
basically --

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for your
testimony. Your time has el apsed. We're
movi ng on to our next speaker.

MR. SOYBEL: Okay. Thank you very
much.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you. Thank you

for your testimony. Next up, we will have

I n

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PR PR R PR
o A W N P O © 0O N O U A W N P O

I n Re Conmmi ssion Hearing NYC - Taxi & Linousine Conmi ssion

June 22, 2021
71

Ri chard Ciao, followed by Amara Sanogo.
Ri chard Ci ao, we see your nane. Feel free to
unmut e and begin your testinony.

MR. CI AO: Can you hear me?

VMR. WANTTAJA: Yes, we can hear you.

MR. CI AO. Thank you. Hi, good
afternoon, Comm ssioner and everyone. M
name i s Richard Ciao. "' mdriving for yellow
cab for 15 years. |'m an owner driver. I *'m
a member of the New York Taxi Workers
Al li ance. Thank you for having me, having nme
to speak today.

And TLC and the City should not allow
the new FHV license to Revel. Revel must buy
the medallion, enter the market. So, the
City must keep the FHV license, including the
el ectric vehicle. Protect the full-time
yell ow cab drivers and income and worKki ng
classes. So, medallion owners already
struggl e and are devastated, heavy debt,
forecl osure nmedallion and bankruptcy.

Recently, the cases is that nine
drivers have commtted suicide. So, | |ost
my brother, Kenny, he commtted suicide,

also. Since 2011, the City and the TLC
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all ows Uber and Lyft, EV and they flood the
whol e streets and failed to protect the
yell ow medal i ons and | eft us drowning for so
many, SO many years. So, we are enough. So,
we need nore -- no more allowed anot her tech
conpany to create another bubble. So,
pl ease, no more Revel. No nore electric
vehicle allowed in the City without buying a
medal i on. So, God bl ess everyone, and thank
you so much.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for your
testi nony. So, next, we'll have Amara
Sanogo, followed by Raul Rivera.

MR. SANOGO: Hel | 0?

MR. WANTTAJA: Hel | o, vyes. We can hear

you.
MR. SANOGO: Can you hear me? Yeah, ny
name is Amara Sanogo. l*'ma menber of the
Taxi Workers Alliance. And yes, I'mglad to
stick to this matter. This is an old debate

since Bl oonberg time when he was trying to
make people pay to come Downt own New Yor k
City. And because the City was already
crowded that time, so this time, it's worse.

We cannot allow any nmore cars in the City

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PR PR R PR
o A W N P O © 0O N O U A W N P O

I n Re Conmmi ssion Hearing NYC - Taxi & Linousine Conmi ssion

June 22, 2021
73

until we know we're able to push the Uptown
Ri ver or the East River to make nmore | anes
for cars. So, if that's not possible, so we
cannot allow any nmore cars in the City. It's
al ready crowded. And with -- somebody said
it, with the bike | anes and the parking or
the, you know, the street vendors on the
streets, the streets are already small for
the cars already in the City. So, we cannot
all ow no nore cars.

You know, if Revel or Tesla want to

buy -- want to sell their cars, let's have a
transition, you know, with the drivers
al ready, you know, who already have their

license. So, let's give them a cheap price
and let's have them buy the cars to try it,
you know. But new license, TLC cannot all ow
that in the City. It's going to be
di sastrous.

And plus, you know, if you allow that,
it's going to tarnish people's income; we
al ready see that with Uber. So, for ne,
plainly sinple, no nore cars in the City. |

want you guys to uphold the new rules, you

know, just not to allow that to happen.
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Thank you.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for your
testimony. Up next, we will have Rau
Ri vera, followed by U tinmolay Ouattara
(phonetic). Raul , we see your name, so feel
free to unmute and begin your testinmony.

MR. RIVERA: One second. Okay, can you
hear me?

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes, we can hear you.

MR. RI VERA: Good afternoon,

Comm ssi oners. My name i s Raul Rivera. ' m
a TLC driver. ' ma TLC driver advocate.
| "' mthe founder of NYC Drivers Unite. ' m

also a member of Famlies for Safe Streets
and a crash survivor. |'min full support of
not allowing Revel onto the streets. There
seems to be like some kind of confusion when
it comes to the drivers and their status.
And when we file our taxes, we file a 1099.
We are small business owners, just |ike the
pi zza shop, the bodega. And this is where
the distortion comes. And we have conmpani es
| i ke Revel, they want to come in here and
make us cheap | abored, cheap enpl oyees, and

we don't want that. lt's not -- we don't
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want to be gig workers. We're not gig

wor kers. We are TLC Comm ssion drivers. W
are small business owners; that's what we
are. And that's what need to be protected.

| f anybody deserves a plate, it's the

licensed TLC drivers. Mself, |I rent ny
vehicle. | don't have a plate. It would be
nice to get one. So, yeah, |I'm for not

|l etting them onto the streets. And as a
member of Famlies for Safe Streets and a
crash survivor, | would Iike to rem nd the
Comm ssi on, and anybody that's I|istening,
that Revel, it's not a safe platform They
were paused -- | think it was this year,
there was a pause because there was a | ot of
acci dents, people getting killed and hurt.
And as a driver with 20,000 trips, | still
see Revel riders driving around the City

wi t hout hel mets going the wrong way --

MR. WANTTAJA: |If we could keep our
remarks to the rules before us, that would be
appreciated. Thank you.

MR. RIVERA: Well, |I'm speaking about
Revel and the platform

MR. WANTTAJA: Revel is not before us
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today. We have rules before us today. |
could limt our testinmony to that. Thank
you.

MR. RIVERA: Aren't we speaking abo
Revel ?

MR. WANTTAJA: We're speaking about
rul es before us today, and you have a mn

remai ni ng. Thank you.

f we

ut

t he

ut e

MR. RIVERA: Okay. Fine. But |I'mjust

trying to say that that platformis not s
We should not allow them nore access to t
streets. It commonN sense. Last year, th
was a reporter that was killed on that

platform  They need to be safe. I f they
want to come into the City, if they're as
for plates, they should first focus on th

scooters and make sure everything is safe

there; that's all |'m saying. You know,
focus on the driver. |If we put the drive
first --

MR. WANTTAJA: Thirty seconds
remai ni ng.

MR. RIVERA: We put the driver firs
things fall into place. | thank you for

time.

af e.
he

ere

ki ng

eir

r

t,

your
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MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for your
testimony. Next up, we have Ul timaol ay
Quattara -- apol ogies for the pronunciation.
And follow ng that, we have Joy Gardner.

MR. OUATTARA: Hel | o, can you hear nme?

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes, we can hear you.
Thank you.

MR. OUATTARA: My name Ul ti maol ay
Quattara (phonetic). |I'ma Uber driver. ' 'm
al so a member of the Taxi Work -- the New
York Taxi Workers Alliance. And I fully
support this cap on the electric vehicle.
Because the electric vehicles, it's true that
there are less em ssions with electric
vehi cl es, but we already have enough cars on
the street, and you're going to make things
worse for everyone. \What's the point of
putting electric vehicle cars and we stil
have the gasoline vehicles on the street? It
wi |l make way |ess ride for everyone. And
the time we don't have ride, we are idling.
It's more pollution. So, there's no point to
bring nore vehicle on the street.

You can help the vehicle owners right

now to do their transition. I, myself, |I'm
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renting but | prefer that. | prefer that,
even if | know that |'m paying a higher price
to rent a vehicle, but it's still better.

Because what's the point of having ny own
vehicle if I'"mgoing to make | ess noney?
There's no need for me to have nmy own vehicle
if 1"mgoing -- even if | cannot afford to
pay nmy nonthly rent for the -- ny nonthly
payment .

So, this is a good thing that TLC
thing, they're going to cap the electric
vehicles. You can help the driver for himto
transition to electric vehicle in some years.
So, we don't need nmore vehicles right now,
new | icense for electric vehicles right now.
You have to maintain the cap. It's a good
thing to have a cap because we don't have
enough rides right now, and we have a | ot of
vehicles already. W don't need any vehicle,
new vehicles on the street.

So, thank you for what you are doing to
protect our full-time job and not letting
this corporation come and take advantage of
us. Thank you.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for your
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testinony. Up next, we have Joy Gardner.
Joy Gardner will be followed by Pete
Ri char ds.
MS. GARDNER: Hi, can you hear ne?
VMR. WANTTAJA: Yes, we can hear you.
Thank you.
MS. GARDNER: Good afternoon,
Comm ssioners. Thanks for your time today.
My name is Joy Gardner. |'mthe executive
director of Enpire Clean Cities. W're a
| ocal nonprofit environmental organization.
As mentioned in previous remarks by
both the Chair and some other speakers, in
New York City, em ssions fromtransportations
are a serious issue. They are the second
| argest source of greenhouse gas em ssions
and one of the primary sources of toxic air
pol I utant; such as particulate matter,
nitrogen oxide, and carbon nonoxi des. And
t hese air pollutants are directly linked to
maj or environmental and public health
concerns, such as asthma and cardi ovascul ar
di sease, disproportionately affecting | ow
i ncome communities and communities of col or

and vul nerabl e popul ati ons, such as chil dren.
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At Enpire Clean Cities, our mssion is to
i mprove air quality for New Yorkers by
reduci ng em ssions in the transportation
sector.

We really applaud and have supported
the TLC's comm tment to reducing these
harnful em ssions by pronoting the adoption
of zero em ssion battery electric vehicles.
Supporting the transition off of fossil fuels
to clean energy source is good for the
environment, good for our communities, and
good for the drivers who spend their ful
wor kdays on the road.

New York City has also taken sone great
steps in recent years to reaffirmits
comm tnment to carbon neutrality, through its
OneNYC 2050 plan, that New York City's fleet
transition to electric and alternative fuels
and the City's plans for more publicly
avai | abl e EV charging infrastructure. So, we
really shouldn't [ose this momentum as the
environmental health impact of severe
pol lution are only becom ng nmore urgent.

We encourage the TLC to reconsider this

rul e change and instead continue the regional
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effort to reduce transportation em ssions by
ensuring there are equitable, accessible, and
speedy pathways to the transition to zero

em ssion election vehicles, also providing
additi onal clean jobs and addition clean
transportation options for our residents.
Thank you.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for your --

COWM SSI ONER JARMOSZUK: Thank you. We
appreci ate your testimny. Sorry, Ryan. I
just want to say that we are conpletely open
and | ook forward to working with all the
envi ronmental groups and all our industry
st akehol ders to make our existing vehicles
electric. We believe in being green. Back
to you.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you. So, it | ooks
| i ke Pete Richards is not here. So, next up,
we will go to Jackie Lin, followed by Mlik
Anwar. | see Jackie. You can begin your
testinony.

MR. LIN: Yes. Yes. So, hi, guys,
everybody. So, you know, | just want to say
start off as let's be clear, battery electric

FHVs are not the problem right? There are
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only a few hundred battery eletric TLC
vehi cl es representing |ess than half the
percent of TLC vehicles. Furthernore, this
Comm ssion reported that TLC vehicles |icense
applications and license renewal s have
sharply decreased. And so, the net supply of
TLC licensed vehicles is decreasing. W are
| osi ng many nmore vehicles than we are
gai ning. The implenmentation of the vehicles
cap for drivers |like Serge, in a very
detrimental situation, he has been driving
TLC since 1996. In 2017, he actually entered
a | ease-to-own agreenent with Tower Auto to
purchase a TLC |icensed sedan. After
consi stently paying $409 per week for
three years, the pandem c prevented himfrom
conti nuously honoring those payments, his
vehicl e was disabled by TLC -- by Tower Auto
and | ater repossessed, which he has already
pai d over $60, 000 towards the vehicle that
only cost him 25.

And after getting the PVP I oan, which
Is a very good program that was given out by
the federal governnment, Serge was finally

able to buy his own vehicle, but he cannot
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get TLC plates to return to work, due to the
moratorium My question to TLC is, do you

t hi nk Serge deserves to have his own plates?
This is not the first story you've heard.
There's many nore drivers that has been

i gnored and stuck in simlar situations for
years. When are you going to answer the cal
to help and commpobn sense solutions? You
know, these are one of the major problens
that a |l ot of drivers face.

And another thing | want to say is:
Why not | et the drivers have a voice? Wy
not let the drivers vote if they want this
ban or not, right? And another thing | want
to say is, you know, as a driver nyself,
renting a vehicle, it's |ike you're al ways
payi ng the pimps for able to driver. W want
to stop that, right? W want to be able to
wor k on our own time and be able to work and
not be able to pay the extra fee.

You know, as a TLC |icensed driver
getting a 1099, after all those expenses,
we're left with literally nothing. And you
know, this is something that we use to feed

our famly, put a roof over our head. So,
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yeah, |let us own the plates. Let us not pay
t hese fl eet owners a rental fee. You know,
that is always hurting the driver's pocket.
So, what |I'm saying is, don't give big
corporations the ability to own pl ates.
Because they don't own one plate. They own a
t housand, 2,000, 3,000 plates, right? And
that is the part that hurts us.

When the moratorium cane into place,

l'i ke, many fl eet owners, they went and
purchased thousands of cars. Did that stop
the whole moratoriunm? Did that stop the
congestion in the City? No. They're just
waiting for TLC to license nore drivers --

MR. WANTTAJA: Thirty seconds
remai ni ng.

MR. LIN: -- and put nore drivers onto
the street, and that is where TLC nmessed up
on. It should have been a cap on the
l'icense, driver's license, where we let a
limted anount com ng in and com ng out,
right, limting the amount that's comng into
the industry. It should never have been cap
on the vehicles. Capping on the vehicles,

we're creating another medallion system Do
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you want anot her medallion system on your
hands? | don't think so. So, you know, this
i's somet hing that needs --

MR. WANTTAJA: Your three m nutes has
expired. Pl ease concl ude your testinony.

MR. LIN: Thank you. So, let the
drivers be able to own plates. Let the
drivers be able to work on their own time
wi t hout being able to pay $409 per week just
to rent a car that's not even theirs. And I
give the time back to you, guys.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for your
testimony. So, next up on my list, and
correct me if I"'mwong, |'m seeing Halidou
Kaganenca, follow by Chris Sequera
(phonetic). Next, we have Halidou on the
l'ine.

(No response.)

MR. WANTTAJA: Let's move on to Chris
Sequer a.

(No response.)

MR. WANTTAJA: Georgio Bravo is the
next one on the list. Do we have Georgio
Bravo?

TLC HOST: lt's just taking a monment to
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get the people to show up. Georgio Bravo
just --

MR. WANTTAJA: Oh, fantastic. | see
Georgio right here. Thank you.

So, Georgio, if you want to unnute
yoursel f, you may begin your testinmony.
Georgio you are still on nute.

MR. BRAVO: Good afternoon. l'"'ma TLC

instructor here in New York City in Brooklyn.

| instruct students to get new |license and

stuff and I'"'ma TLC driver, too. | have been
driving for almst four years. And |I'Il say
(i naudi bl e) electric vehicles. | just -- |
don't want to rent. | hear this froma | ot
of drivers that we don't want to rent. \Why?

Because we spend nost of the tinme driving,
just to pay alnost |ike 25 percent of our
i ncome just to give it to rental to big
conpani es that are making |like a | ot of
income just for that. That 25 percent is
mostly for like the taxes. W need the noney
to help to feed our famlies, too.

Now, if we get the plates -- |ike no
bi g corporation. Bi g corporation have |like a

| ot of plates making noney fromus. |f we
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get our own plates, it would be actually way
better, you know. | teach a | ot of students
and every single student is worried about

t hat because they want to have their own

pl ates, too. Why? Because they don't want
to waste their noney renting. Renting is

l'i ke al most $500 sonetinmes. Sometimes TLC
drivers make |ike $2,000 a week. Out of that
$2,000 a week, they have to save for the rent
of the house, the rent of the car, all those
stuff they have to feed the famly. So, $500
is alot just to rent a TLC vehicle. That's
all | have to say right now.

MR. WANTTAJA: Okay. Well, thank you
for your testinony.

MR. BRAVO. Thank you so much.

MR. WANTTAJA: So, | think next, we're
going to try Halidou Kaganmenca, followed by
Chris Sequera again. So, if we have Halidou,
t hat would be great. ©Oh, there we go.

Fant asti c. Hal i dou, we can see your nane.
| f you want to unmute, you may begin your
testi mony. Halidou, you are still on mute.
Pl ease unmute and you can begin your

testi nony.
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MR. KAGAMEMCA: Hel | 0?
MR. WANTTAJA: Hello, yes. Thank you.
We can hear you

MR. KAGAMEMCA: Okay. Thank you so

much for letting me join the meeting. Me, |
vote against like putting nore cars in the
City. If you really -- you already see that

there is a lot of traffic because of a | ot of
cars. \Why allow again, conpanies to put nore
cars on the street? So, it's going to make
more traffic. So, for me, this rule, it
doesn't make sense with the traffic. It's

l'i ke making nore traffic. And if you want
just the environment protection, you can try
to transit the mptor cars to electric. Like
t he peopl e that have, |ike, motor vehicle,
you can transfer them I|ike do a transit to
make it to -- they're going to change to

el ectric vehicles.

So, it doesn't make sense addi ng nore
cars. | don't know what is the deal in here.
|t doesn't make sense for nme. So, for ne, |
vote against that rule. | really don't want
it. Yeah, thank you so nuch.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for your

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PR PR R PR
o A W N P O © 0O N O U A W N P O

I n Re Conmmi ssion Hearing NYC - Taxi & Linousine Conmi ssion

June 22, 2021
89

testinmony. And it appears Chris has dropped
of f. So, our next speaker will be Basia
Osowski, followed by Matt hew Greene. Basia
we see you on here. So, if you want to
unnute, you may begin your testimny. One
nmore time for Basia Osowski, you may --

MS. OSOWSKI: Hell o?

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes, hello. Thank you.

MS. OSOWSKI: Can you hear me? | think

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes, we can hear you.
Pl ease begin your testimny. Thank you.
Basi a, you've gone on nmute again.

MS. OSOWSKI : Hel | 0?

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes, you're unmnuted.
Pl ease begin your testinmony.

MS. OSOWSKI : ["m sorry.

MR. WANTTAJA: Basi a, hell o?

MS. OSOWSKI:  Yes.

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes, you can begin your
testinony.

MS. OSOWSKI: | cannot hear you.

MR. WANTTAJA: You can begin your
testi mony or we can nove on to Matthew Greene

here.
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But

COWMM SSI ONER JARMOSZUK: She's sayi ng
she's having sound i ssues.

MR. WANTTAJA: Yeah.

COWMM SSI ONER JARMOSZUK: She's sayi ng
she can't hear.

(Brief pause in proceedings.)

MR. WANTTAJA: \Why don't we nove on to
Matt hew Greene while Basia -- we address her
sound issue. So, up next will be Matthew
Greene. And Matthew, | see your name is up
here. So, you may unnute yourself and begin
your testimony.

MS. OSOWSKI: Hello? Hello? Can you
hear me?

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes. Yes. We can hear
you.

MS. OSOWsKI: Can | --

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes, you can speak.

MS. OSOWSKI: Okay.

MR. WANTTAJA: Matt hew, |'m sorry.
we'll get to you right after Basi a. I''m
sorry. Thank you.

MR. GREENE: Okay. No worries.

MS. OSOWSKI : Hi . My name is Basia
Osowski. | ama TLC driver since 1984 and
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medal I i on owner since 1986. Thank you for
allowing me to express nyself on the subject.

In my opinion, we don't really need any
new mot or vehicles for-hire. | think it is
I mperative that your agency put the cap on
for-hire vehicles. As we already know from
t he previous experience, that when your
agency allowed Uber and Lyft w thout any
regul ati on on our streets, you created crisis
and chaos. You jeopardize the livelihood of
professional drivers. | think we don't need
any more vehicle licenses. Your agency must
utilize the cars and the drivers you al ready
have in the industry. And | agree with
M. Alec Soybel, that if they want to come to
our city to drive, let them buy our
medal | i ons.

Only in New York -- in our past and
decades, yellow drivers must invest mllions
of dollars to buy the medallion and endi ng up
homel ess now on the streets. So, please take
t hat under consideration and try to bring to
l'i ght, our industry which really share New
York for all decades. Thank you.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for your
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testimony. And thank you for staying with us
whil e we work through the audio issues. Next
up i s Matthew Greene, followed by Vinod
Mal hotra. So, Matthew, whenever you're
ready.

MR. GREENE: | am ready. Thank you.
Can you hear nme?

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes.

MR. GREENE: Terrific. Hey, thanks for
allowing me to speak today during this
sessi on. | just come from voting, so today
is devoted to nmy civic duty.

In any event, | was invited to speak
t oday, and encouraged to speak from Revel; |
guess one of the conpanies that's in
contention for this license, or for these
licenses. And I'mreally here to speak -- |
don't really have a dog in this fight, other
than fromthe perspective of the consumer.
So, | have been a cab riding consumer, New
Yorker, since | don't know, 1974 when it was
a struggle to raise $4.50 to get from
East 61st down to the Village. It costs a
little bit more now. But in any event, |

think the idea of adding EVs to these system
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and to any system is a really inportant
noti on.

And | would also like to say that |
have been a Revel scooter rider now for --
really, virtually since they first started
that service. And | find themto be a
terrific consumer-centric conpany that's
really devoted to the idea of customer
service and providing satisfaction. And so,
I f any conmpany is going to receive, | guess,
benediction fromthe TLC to, in fact, start
this service, it rightfully should be them
As a New York-based conpany, | think it makes
a ton of sense for themto be the inaugural
service providing EVs to the system

And these are challenging times for New
York, in general. W have not seen things
bottom out yet, relative to the comrerci al
real estate. And I'mafraid that's to cone.
So, for any conpany that's interested in

i nvesting in New York City, in providing and

enhancing tax revenues to the City, |'m al
for it. And so, |I'm not exactly sure what
the rule change is, but | would like the rule

change to include and all ow Revel to add EVs

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PR PR R PR
o A W N P O © 0O N O U A W N P O

I n Re Conmmi ssion Hearing NYC - Taxi & Linousine Conmi ssion

June 22, 2021
94

to the system that's really all | have to
st ay.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for your
testi nony.

MR. GREENE: You're wel cone.

MR. WANTTAJA: So, next up, we have
Vi nod Mal hotra, followed by Ashraf Ahmed.

MR. MALHOTRA: Hel | o.

MR. WANTTAJA: Hello. Thank you.
Pl ease --

MR. MALHOTRA: Hey, good afternoon,
Comm ssioners. Thank you for giving ne a
chance. M name is Vinod Mal hotra. So, we
really appreciate this new step to stop nore
nmot or cars com ng on the road. It doesn't
matter if it's EV, electric or anything. So,
you have this particular new rule, you can
repl ace our vehicle, anytine. My vehicl e,
you can send a letter to change next nmonth to
EV, | really appreciate of them 11 gladly
accept your offer. So, please, | request --
| *' m beggi ng on behalf of all ny driver
friends, do not |let any new vehicle on the
road, nor any nore conpanies, please.

Pl ease. Please. They are already
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devastating to feed our famlies. So,
pl ease, again, this is your best step towards
driver penalty. So, keep doing like this.
Good job. Thank you. We appreciate.

So, | saw this yesterday on Northern
Boul evard, this new company named New Ri de.
| don't know how you could give them the new
license to the new conpanies. So, we know we
answer any conpany, but please don't add any
new vehicles that will kill -- risking
drivers' |ives. So, whatever you do, please,
regul ate very strictly to the other
conpani es. They not conply with the rules,
but you telling them for the 50 cent because

t hey never comply with the rule. Let them

conply with your -- that rules, then | et
them -- you think they need nore cars, don't
| et them put nmore new cars. | think there's

anot her next years, there's no really need
for letting new car on the road. Please
that's not very good. Thank you, all,
Comm ssi oners.

So, | have a customer, please, the
conmpani es they're charging too much canceling

fees. So, |'ve been charged 5/%$10 to cancel
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my trip. They not allowed to cancel my trip.
So, please control their conpanies. They're
killing drivers. W are not making nmoney.
There's no affordable for us. |If you really
need putting nmore and nmore car on the road,

pl ease let's make all drivers m ni mum wages.
That's your responsibility as the TLC

i censes. It makes sense we all make a
decent living. So, $20 mnimum | don't
even (inaudible), but we need m ni num $20

m ni mum It doesn't matter yell ow taxi
driver, Uber driver, Lyft driver. So, we are
al ready live below the m ni mum wages. Pl ease
make sure -- don't |let any new cars on the
road, EV, electricity just to replace current
vehicle, which is |ike --

MR. WANTTAJA: Thirty seconds
remai ni ng.

MR. MALHOTRA: Thank you so nuch for
this new rule. To blast out these | oophole
conmpani es and represent by the EV system and
up-to-date with getting the plate, and
wheel chair accessible. So, if there's the
drivers (inaudible) some drivers having

problem with their own plates. Please make
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some new rules. They can get plates from
current owners, SO current conpanies. So,
whoever drive two, three years with them --

MR. WANTTAJA: Your three m nutes has
expired. Pl ease concl ude your testinony.

MR. MALHOTRA: Thank you so nuch.
Thank you. We appreciate this new rule.
Thank you so nuch. W're voting just for
that. Thank you so nmuch. We appreciate it.

MR. WANTTAJA: That you for your
testi nony. Next, up we have Ashraf Ahmed,
who actually is already on, and he will be
foll owed by Tamara Vi shnyakova. So, Ashraf,
when you're ready.

MR. AHMED: Yes, ready. Thanks, Ryan.
Yeah, ready. You hear ne?

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes, we can hear you.

MR. AHMED: Okay. Hi, Conm ssi on. Hi ,
everyone. Thanks Conmm ssi oner Al oysee.
Thanks Comm ssi oner Jacques. Thanks
Comm ssi oner Thomas. | know t hat | ong
meeting and maybe sonme of us getting tired,
but | do sonme shift today. | should go drive
my medal |ion, especially, no driver, no nore

driver drive yellow taxi. Only Uber drive
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medal lion. So, | got to start after that.
Anyways, nobody can say we're going to
refuse clean air. Our city clean, | like it.
| Love it. | need it. But when you buy a
house, you need to fix it first. All of you
Comm ssioners, | know you came and you found
all these problems in Taxi & Limousine
Comm ssion; it's not your fault. Even the
Mayor, when we tal ked he said | canme, | found
everything like that. W understand. But
it's your responsibility now. | understand.
lt's your job to fix. So, we say yes or
no -- you help.
So, | thank the Comm ssioner because

the | ast public hearing |I'm tal king about not
fair conpetition between Uber and taxi about
an inspection and she fixed it. Now worKking
on because we go to inspection once every
four months, Uber (inaudible) and she tried
and she's working on it. So, | appreciate

and | thank you too nmuch for that.

Okay. We need clean air, but is that

the time, Comm ssioner? That's what |I'm
aski ng. | buy this medallion over $700, 000
and | said before Uber get $1,600. | know.
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You came and found everything a nmess |iKke
that. | understand. But now we're | ooking
for justice. You have to help us. | feel
nervous for you Conmm ssioners. Uber is
tal ki ng about their problem Medal | i on
owners tal king about their problem People
tal ki ng about environment and clean air,
clean city; they talk about that. You have a
| ot of stuff thinking about. | feel nervous
how you have this job. It's a serious very,
very, very stress; | see that.

|*'m tal king only about my problem  So,

you have to fix all these problenms for al

t hese people. So, |I'mthinking about you.
What are you going to do? |'mthinking, but
' m sorry. | have to tal k about my problem
too. | know. | feel bad but | have to talk
about it. We need clean air. W need

electric air, but we need to fix it first.

We need justice. The people paid seven
hundred and ei ght hundred. | know you're

wor king hard with the City to get $20,000 for
these people to fix it, but we need to talk a
little about it because everybody is stil

owi ng 275. It doesn't care how much is the
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| oan, doesn't care how much is the tuition.
We need to talk about it. | don't like to go
too nmuch, may be | ater.
But | have maybe sonmet hing habit, the

Ameri can governnment (i naudible) to America,
if we need to nove potato from any ot her
country, it helps the farmers. They give him
a | ot of help.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thirty seconds
remai ni ng.

MR. AHMED: So, now -- thank you, Ryan.
OCkay, Ryan. So, only we need to justice.
The people affected too much fighting in
courts and three thousand famlies now with

ki ds have a |l ot of problemand it's stress
for kids. W need to |let these people -- not
driver. All drivers go to Uber, go to Lyft
and we're com ng now with new conmpany,
el ectric --

MR. WANTTAJA: It |looks |ike we have
| ost M. Ashraf Ahmed, but that was tine
expi red anyway. This was not us cutting him
off. The three mnutes had hit. So, we will

go ahead and nopve on to our next speakers.

Next up, we have Tamara Vi shnyakova, foll owed
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by Jhonny Martinez. Tamara, it |ooks |ike
you're on here, so feel free to unmute and
begi n your testinmony.

(No response.)

VMR. WANTTAJA: And once nore, Tamar a,
feel free to unnute and begin your testinmony.
Final call for Tamara to unnute and --

MS. VI SHNYAKOVA: Hel | 0?

MR. WANTTAJA: Hello, yes. W can hear
you. Thank you. Feel free to begin. Thank
you.

MS. VI SHNYAKOVA: Thank you,

Comm ssioners, for working hard and inviting
all of us to talk on this nmeeting. | want to
start with one story that seens that it has
nothing to do with taxi business, but it

does. Our famly's private car insurance
went up al nost 30 percent in the | ast

14 nmont hs because no accidents, we're really
good drivers --

VMR. WANTTAJA: Tamara, SO we were
limting testi mony based on the nunber of
speakers to the rules beforehand --

MS. VI SHNYAKOVA: Okay.

MR. WANTTAJA: |If you have issues with
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your insurance, feel free to reach out to our
external affairs departnent.

MS. VI SHNYAKOVA: Yes. | called the
company and asked them what happened, they
told me that statistic shows there's too many
cars on the road and this is why it's so much
congestion, so much accidents, and they have
no power to limt those cars. But you,
Comm ssi oner, have this power. Please use
it. We don't need extra, even electric, cars
on the road. They have electric taxi
already, quite a few. And they -- it will be
more and more electric yellow taxis on the
road. So, one nore conmpany will add nore
congestion, nore traffic, nore aggravation,
nore acci dents.

And if Revel wants to come and have
busi ness in New York, they need -- then |et
t hem pay for having business in New York as
much as we pay for perm ssion to work in New
Yor k. Let themto invest noney in the City,
not just use the City as a mlk cow. Let
them bring noney to the City that desperately
need nmoney. Let them buy medal lions that are

on the shelf and operate them There are
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more than 5,000 nmedallions in the City
because there is no drivers. And they want
to take nore drivers from our business. I
think it's really not fair and we don't need
extra taxi business in New York. Thank you.
MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for your
testimony. And | apologize to Tamara for

cutting her off in the mddle of a rhetorical

moment there. | am sorry.

MS. VI SHNYAKOVA: | was trying to make
a point.

MR. WANTTAJA: | know and |'m sorry.

' m sorry. My apol ogi es.

MS. VI SHNYAKOVA: lt's okay.

MR. WANTTAJA: So, our next speaker
will be Jhonny, followed by Desnond
Ar mah- Hanmonmd.  And Jhonny Martinez has
requested Spanish translation. So, | see we
have our Spanish interpreter on here now,
too. Jhonny, you're on nute. Feel free to
begi n your testinony.

MR. MARTINEZ: Hi. Good afternoon.
How are you? Can you hear me?

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes, we can hear you.

Hi, yes.
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MR. MARTINEZ: | would like to know if
you have an interpreter. | mean, | can do
English, too, but | just --

COMM SSI ONER JARMOSZUK: No. No.
(Spani sh dialect in progress.)

MR. MARTI NEZ: Okay. Good afternoon.
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to
give my opinion. | think that you have the
power to change the politics, TLC. | think,

l'i ke, the politics on the electric cars are
not enough and they are not good. They don't
have a good eval uation. They are not
working. It's unfair that |I -- like, a
wor ker that | have to pay nore than $100 a
month to rent a vehicle. More than $1, 400
every nonth to rent a vehicle. The big
conpani es are making -- are gaining rich of
renting the vehicle. And the taxi drivers
every day are poor. | think that you should
all ow the gas vehicles to run again.

| think that you shouldn't change the
politics because the electric cars haven't
changed their crowdedness on New York. The
electric cars don't have the capacity to

| oad; they don't have the | oad capability.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PR PR R PR
o A W N P O © 0O N O U A W N P O

I n Re Conmmi ssion Hearing NYC - Taxi & Linousine Conmi ssion

June 22, 2021
105

You should stop giving TLC |licenses and
revoke the TLC plates to the conpanies that
they are renting them This will be fair for
us, as New York citizens. Thank you very
much.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for your
testi mony. So, up next we have Desnond
Ar mah- Hanmmond, fol |l owed by Enram Di ngy
(phonetic). Okay. Desnond, we see you.
Feel free to unnmute and begin your testinmony.
Desmond, we still cannot hear you. | f you
woul d Iike to unmute and begin your
testinmony.

(No response.)

MR. WANTTAJA: Desmond, can you hear
us? You're still nuted.

MR. ARMAH- HAMMVONMD: Hel | 0?

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes, hell o.

MR. ARMAH- HAMMOMD: Can you hear me?

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes, we can hear you.
Feel free to begin your testinony.

MR. ARMAH- HAMMVOMD: Good afternoon. My
name i s Desmond Armah- Hammonmd. | am
affiliated with Revel. | have been a New

York City Yellow Cab Driver for the past
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30 years. |*'m very proud of nmy service, but
| think it's time for a change. |'mvery
excited to be driving for Revel electric
because with this company, | am an enpl oyee,
as conpared to an independent contractor,
whi ch means | receive steady salary every
time. Which is assurance for me, that ny
famly is taken care of. It also means that
| receive health care benefits, which is
huge. As alnmost all of you agree with me. |
will also receive paid vacation, like I'm
sure everybody do receive. When they go away
and they come back, there will be a paycheck
waiting for them Il think we will agree,
al so, that we | eave this earth better for our
grandchildren than we came into it.

It is my prayers and wi sh that the
Comm ssion will listen and foll ow modern
technol ogy and realize that electric vehicles
Is a way going forward, at |east we save our
pl anet. Myself and nmy fellow Revel rideshare
drivers, we are standing by ready right now
to hit the streets and do what we |ove to do
and enj oy doing best to serve our people.

Revel electric rideshare is |eading the way.
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li ke -- okay.

Comm ssion that the drivers that are

drivers. | can drive one car and not

the Comm ssion to continue to support
this the most famous bel oved city of

Thank you. Let's go Yankees.

testi mony. Next up, we have Enram Di

foll owed Naguan Jacobs. One nore cal

Nagquan Jacobs.

wi || pause here for a second, then.
see Naquan Jacobs is on here. Okay.
we can see you. We cannot hear you.

agai n.

| often hear people talk about congesti on.
Like | said earlier on, | have been doing

this for at |east 31 years, but | feel

Let me say, | would like to rem nd the

driving

EV cars today are already TLC |licensed

t wo

cars. So, the talk of congestion doesn't
really apply. EV cars are just to replace

t he gas- powered vehicl es. | strongly urge

EV in

ours.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for your

ngy,

| for

Enram Di ngy. If not, we can nopve on to

TLC HOST: We're pulling himup.
MR. WANTTAJA: Okay. Thank you.

Okay. |
Naquan,

Try
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MR. JACOBS: There we go.
MR. WANTTAJA: There you go. Thank
you. Yes. Feel free to begin your
testi mony. Thank you.
MR. JACOBS: Thank you. Thank you.
Thank you for having me. Good afternoon,
Comm ssioners. |I'ma Revel rideshare driver.

Well, soon to be. | have been driving for

al nost four years now and renting for al nost
four years. | mean, it's hard to save noney
being a rideshare driver, being a gig worker
and to purchase your own car. So, me driving
for a conpany |ike Revel is going to be
great. You know, it's going to open PTO.

| *'m | ooking for PTO, which everybody shoul d
be | ooking for. | mean, it's going green,
you know. It's hel ping the comunity. It's
hel pi ng everyone.

Li ke, I don't want to be stuck renting
cars forever, you know. | want to be able to
have guar ant eed pay. | mean, we have | arge
conpanies, like a |l ot of people said has a
t housand vehicles on the road that's just
sitting there. | mean, we're talKking about

50 electric cars that could be working and
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hel pi ng and serving the citizens of the City
of New York. I mean, | don't see, you know,
the harmin going green. | mean, | know you
guys are for it, and you guys are rooting for
it, for New York to go green. | mean, we're
ready to work. We're here. And thank you
for listening.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for your
testi nony.

MR. JACOBS: No problem

MR. WANTTAJA: Next up, we will try
Enr am Di ngy again, followed ny George
Herrera. Enram Di ngy.

(No response.)

MR. WANTTAJA: Okay. Do we have George
Herrera? All right. | see a George Herrera
here. So, George, whenever you're ready, you
may begin your testinony.

MR. HERRERA: Comm ssioners, thank you
for the chance to comment on the proposed
rul e. | hope that you move forward in
allowing us to have nore electric vehicles on
the road. The reason |I say this is,
obvi ously, you know, we want to make

New York City better. We want to care for
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our environment, for my children and the
children to come. The reason | was excited
to work for Revel is because, while | was
working -- | got my TLC license in 2019, and
when t hat happened, there was a cutoff for
license plates for TLC. So, again, | felt

| ost and not cared for. And | felt even nore
alone in this process of supporting nmyself.

So, | was forced to have to rent for,
you know, every week. And | felt like I had
no help but my own, you know. And to be
wor ki ng four, five, sonetinmes even six days
and two of those days of pay to go to paying
for a rental car, that's, you know, gas run.
If | had the ability to be guaranteed pay and
help the environment, | think that's a
benefit, you know.

And you're hearing fromsome of the
past generations of people who have put money
i n medal lions and, of course, it's sad to
hear it and you hear them pleading, could you
pl ease -- |ike, you know, pay for the
medal I i on. Because that's how unfair the
mar ket was before. And now we have the

opportunity within an organization that is
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willing to cover all costs, give me insurance
benefits, give me paid time off and, you
know, now it's a fight against them And
now, |'m stuck in a situation where if this
doesn't go through, then | will have to
ultimately end up renting again.

And so, | hope you really consider the

drivers and our thoughts. And this can | ead
to eventually the rest of drivers who have
been struggling to be guaranteed pay and do
our part in taking care of the environment.
Thank you so much for your tinme.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for your
testinony. | ' m going to read the nanme of the
next three speakers now. |t sounds |like one
of the issues we've been having is people are
not accepting pronmotion to the speaker. So,
|*'m going to read the names of the next three
speakers, so if we could all be ready to
accept pronmotions to speakers, that would be
great.

So, next up, we will have Chase Gong,
foll owed by Barnard Tinong, followed by
Barrette Lama (phonetic). So, up next, Chase

Gong, followed by Barnard Timong, followed by
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Barrette Lama. All right. Thank you. | see
Chase. You're free to unmute and begin your
testi nony.

MR. GONG: Hey, guys. Can you hear me?

VMR. WANTTAJA: Yes, we can hear you.

MR. GONG. All right. So, I'ma driver
at Revel. I'mjust recently a new hired.
And when | applied for this job as a driver
for the Revel electric rideshare program I
was actually pretty excited about this
opportunity, because | saw the huge potenti al
behi nd the conpany of being able to
positively change and i nmpact the ride-sharing
i ndustry. Revel plans to change that because
we will be actual enployees of the company.
There's a | ot of m sunderstandi ng about
what's really going on. W're actually
enpl oyees with benefits, with health
i nsurance, with vacation pay, sick days.

Not only does Revel care about their
compani es, they're actually actively fighting

climate change by using only battery-powered

cars. It feels good for me to know by
driving an electric vehicle, |'m doing
sonmet hi ng good for the environment. And |I'm

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PR PR R PR
o A W N P O © 0O N O U A W N P O

I n Re Conmmi ssion Hearing NYC - Taxi & Linousine Conmi ssion

June 22, 2021
113

hel ping to stop climate change in my City.

As a native New Yorker, and |'m sure you al
believe, we need a sustainable city. And
ultimately, drivers deserve to choose the job
that's best fit for them For me, that nmeans
wor ki ng at a conpany |ike Revel, where |I'm an
actual enmployee with benefits. Conpany
culture is very inmportant to me when choosi ng
an enmpl oyer. And Revel is conpletely
different from other conpanies, |ike Uber,
and Lyft, which I'm sure nost drivers work
for.

As sel f-empl oyed good workers, drivers
t hat works for Uber and Lyft do not get
benefits, and they do not get the type of
support that we would get with working with
Revel. And that is why ride-sharing drivers
in New York City have been displaced and
di sconnected for so |ong.

Revel offers to change all of that. |
hear you guys tal king about wanting to be
living in a sustainable city and about the
infrastructure and all of these things, about
how you want to change the infrastructure for

el ectric charging stations and all of these
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things. Well, Revel is offering you all of
that. So, | strongly urge you guys to
consider all this, for us as drivers worKking
for Revel, that is offering this and make the
ri ght choice today. Thank you so much,
Comm ssi oners.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for your
testinony. Up next, we'll have Dor ot hy
Leconte, who | see is already in here,
foll owed by Bernardo Celerino, followed by
Maurice Morrison. So, Dorothy, you can take
yourself off mute and begin your testinmony.

MS. LECONTE: Okay. Good afternoon.

Am | in?

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes, we can hear you.
Thank you.

MS. LECONTE: Okay. Comm ssioner.

Good afternoon, everyone. M ss --

Madam Comm ssioner, this is Dorothy. And ny
testi mony today, | amglad that | am here to
| et you know, | do not understand with the
Revel business. They want to cone into the
busi ness. They want to provide enmploynment to
drivers. MWhere I, nyself, is in trouble with

my medallion and also a | ot of other cab
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drivers. Li ke Alec said, they have several

t housand of medallions on the shelf. And in
the community, the Haitian conmunity that I
know, many Haitian, they are |ate seventies
where they lost their retirement because they
were not able to work. Their medallion used
to be on a fleet. The fleet returned the
medal lion to them

| believe if Revel want to do
something, it's not adding a conmpany on top
of what we have in the street. They should
come in and invite the owner drivers as a
busi ness. Let's invest our medallion to
Revel. Revel could take those nedallions and
wor k and help the City with all the
environment. They don't have to have their
own business. Because this nmorning, | --
(Technical difficulties.)

MR. WANTTAJA: Um - -

MS. LECONTE: All of these things would
never happen. Now, he become $10 an hour
driver. He's so discouraged. He's late
sixties. He doesn't know what to do. But
Revel going to come in -- all these guys are

testifying, okay. They're starting with
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fifty cars. Sooner or |later, they're going
to be starting with 100 of 1, 000. What
happened to the yell ow taxi medallion that we
are in trouble right now? W're financing
with our debt. We have so much debt --
(Technical difficulties.)

MR. WANTTAJA: Dorothy, it sounds |ike
you' re breaking up. But you al so have
30 seconds remai ni ng. | think we | ost
Dorothy here. W're going to go ahead and go
to the next speaker. "' m sorry. | think we
| ost -- thank you. Sorry. And Dorothy, if
you have more to add, please feel free to
reach out to us, but we just |ost your
connection here.

So, next up, we're going to go to
Bernardo Cel erino, followed by Maurice
Morri son. Bernardo, | see you're here. So,
feel free to unnute yourself and begin your
testi nony.

(No response.)

MR. WANTTAJA: And one nore tinme for
Bernardo Celerino. |If you'd like to unnute
yourself and begin your testinony. Fi nal

call for Bernardo Cel erino. Pl ease unnute

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PR PR R PR
o A W N P O © 0O N O U A W N P O

I n Re Conmmi ssion Hearing NYC - Taxi & Linousine Conmi ssion

June 22, 2021
117

and you may begin your testinony.
(No response.)

MR. WANTTAJA: Okay. We will move on
to Maurice Morrison. Okay. | see Maurice
her e. If you'd like to unnute yourself and
begin your testimny. You may begin.

MR. MORRI SON: How are you doing? Good
mor ni ng. Can you hear me?

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes, we can hear you.
Thank you.

MR. MORRI SON: Good norni ng, again. Wy
name is Maurice Morrison. And | live in
Jamai ca Center, Queens. Five-year TLC driver
here. Also |I've done other rideshare
progranms, |ike Uber and Lyft and Via. But |
recently was hired by Revel to be a driver
for their new rideshare program which was
somet hi ng of amazenment to ne. | had to junmp
on it because not only is it, you know,
environmentally friendly, the fact of them
providing vehicles which are nodel -w de
Tesl as, you know, which are one of the safest
cars out on the road today, it's a new
excitement to -- it brings a new excitement

to New York. A new feel. A new | ook. What
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more could you ask for?
They provide the vehicle. It's
benefits, it's paid vacation, time off -- al

the things that we don't get as independent
contractors, you know, having to rent these
cars with these high weekly rental fees, and
it's a lot. So, yeah, having this
opportunity to be a part of Revel's new, you
know, rideshare was something great for me,
you know, supports me. It helps nmy famly.
To where as before, it was hard, you know, it

was hard to find money to get the rental.

So, | ask that you guys vote "no" on
your deci sion. | mean, it's -- you have to
| ook at the idea of it's only 50 cars, you
know. We're not taking up a whole sector of
the City. lt's just a small, small market,
you know. We're not hurting anybody here.
We're just trying to make a living, and |
t hi nk we should be given that opportunity,
you know;, that's it.

MR. WANTTAJA: Okay. Thank you for
your testinmony.

MR. MORRI SON: Thank you.

MR. WANTTAJA: Up next, we'll have
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Abr aham Zuray, followed by Galina Kam nker.
Abraham | see you on there. Feel free to
unmut e and begin your testinony. Once nore
for Abraham Zuray. Please unnute and begin
your testinony.

MR. ZURAY: Hello, can you hear nme?

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes, we can.

MR. ZURAY: Thank you very much for
picking up my call. M name is Abraham
Zuray. |'m a menber of the New York Taxicab
Al'liance. And I'm very happy to participate
today to give nmy support to the TLC
organi zation to put a cap on the numbers of
taxi on the streets of New York. A couple
years ago, the City was fl ooded with vehicles
and it was a crisis because the traffic was
congest ed.

And TLC has found a solution to put a
cap on the nunber of the vehicles on the
road. But they keep a wi ndow open, which was
to allow electric cars to cone to the market
to get new plates with electric cars. That,
| think, was a problem because it's not
solving the problemto add new electric cars

on the road of New York. Because t he
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existing car with gasoline will still be on
the road. And if we keep -- if we lift up
the cap and all ow now, conpanies to come with
t housands of cars on the street of New York,
that will not take out of the street, the

exi sting cars.

So, to my opinion, it's good to keep
the cap on the nunbers of the vehicles that
is going to be on the road. I f we do not do
so, it's not in the advantage of even the
existing driver. W wanted to reach a
situation where taxi driving is a profession,
Is a job that one can do and contribute to
the nation to pay taxes, to take care of
fam | i es. But if we |leave it unregul ated, we
m ght wake up one day with numbers of taxi
equal nunmber of riders in New YorKk. Because
iIf we save the Revel, we're going to open the
door for Revel to come in with 50 cars.

My question is this: |If Revel was
all owed to have thousands of cars on the
road - -

MR. WANTTAJA: Thirty seconds
remai ni ng.

MR. ZURAY: -- will they not do it?
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So, | support TLC. Thank you, Conmm ssioner,
to keep the cap on the nunber of the vehicles
that's supposed to be on the road of New
York. Thank you very much. W don't need
more vehicles on the street of New York.

Keep a cap on the number of vehicles that's
supposed to be on the street of New YorKk.
They're not solving anything. Thank you very
much.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for your
testinony. And we've reached the final four
speakers here. So, up next then Galina
Kam nker, followed by Malik Anwar, foll owed
by Kuber Sancho-Persad, and finally,
Mouhamadou Aliyu. So, final four speakers
here. Up next is Galina Kam nker. And
Galina, | see you're on. So, whenever you're
ready, please unnute and you may begin your
testi nony.

MS. KAM NKER: Hi, can you hear me?

VMR. WANTTAJA: Yes, we can hear you.

MS. KAM NKER: Okay. Good afternoon,
again. Good afternoon, Comm ssioners. Good
afternoon, Madam Comm ssi oner Al oysee. I

appreciate you having given me the
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opportunity to speak up.

Again, we see here where we try to get

into market with electric cars. | know we're
all looking to beconme green one day,
hopefully, sooner rather than |ater. But
this company is -- the way | see it, as al

my coll eagues, medallion owners see for them
as an opportunity to get into the market.
Wth today 50 cars, tonmorrow it's going to be
100, 000, whatever, thousands of cars. Right
now, we are inundated with vehicles in the
City, in the boroughs. | know people are
trying to get an opportunity to work. But to
Al ec's point, |like today you're going to
wor k, tonmorrow they're going to replace you
with robot cars, where you're going to be
unenpl oyed.

So, why not | ook for sonething maybe
more useful, something with nore opportunity
and better future for you guys. As medallion
owners or TLC licenses, we are struggling to
get fares. | know we're tal king about green,
we're tal king about pollution, but we're not
going to save the City with 50 cars. It's

sonmething that will take |longer for the City
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to look into it and try to fix it,.
When Uber canme in, | didn't hear people
really raving about pollution. | mean, the

cars would just head into the road and nobody
tal ked about it. Now, | hear people start to
realize that we're getting nore and nore cars
and we cannot sustain any nore cars to the
road, which | agree. But for now, | think we
have nmore than enough. Electric cars, yes,
they're the future. But for now, we need to
survive. People like I, a medallion owner,
there are thousands of us. |[If you really
want to get a license and drive an electric
car, rent a medallion. Like Alec and as
peopl e said.

And |'m just curious, how nmuch does
Revel pay that you guys | ooked at the
opportunity, for you to think that this is
your future? Because |I think we're all going
to be guinea pigs for Revel to something nore
better and greater for them not for us as a
New Yor ker. So, please, Comm ssioner, | know
you're trying to do your best. | know
what ever mess we're in it's not your doing.

And | know you're trying your best --
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MR. WANTTAJA: Thirty seconds
remai ni ng.

MS. KAM NKER: -- for you to really
hel p New Yorkers, medallion owners, and al
of us to really survive. So, | appreciate,
Comm ssioner. | know you're trying your
best. And that's an opportunity for you to
be with us. Thank you.

MR. WANTTAJA: That you for your
testi mony. Next up, we have Malik Anwar,
foll owed by Kuber Sancho-Persad and then
finally, Mouhamadou Aliyu.

MR. ANWAR: Good afternoon. First of
all, I want to say thank you, for nothing,
actually. For screwing up nore. And second,
this is a waste of time, what we're doing
ri ght now. Had you guys listened to us in
the first place and not all owed corporations
to be taking place and let drivers get
pl ates, we wouldn't be having this. This is
a waste of tine.

And I'm still going to say, let drivers
get EV plates. But all these corporations,
you got to stop themall the way, from any

kind of plate at all. And stop giving out
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TLC licenses; that's also not needed any
more. We got too many on the road. And
worry about the drivers that couldn't
conplete their | ease because of the pandem c.
Reach out to them TLC says they're here for
the drivers, but do nme a favor, reach out to
t hose.

And tell your cops to stop giving us
tickets and give us nore protection. |nstead
of getting us killed everywhere. They're
everywhere except where a driver gets robbed,
shot, stabbed or kill ed. Your cops are
everywhere except those places. You need to
t hi nk about that. Not just business. All

right? For God's sake, help these people.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you.

MR. ANVWAR: | got time remaining?

MR. WANTTAJA: Thirty seconds.

MR. ANWAR: ©Oh, that was fast. Yeabh,
that's it. |'m done.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for your
testi mony. Next up we have Kuber
Sancho- Persad, followed by our |ast speaker,
Mouhamadou Al i yu.

MR. SANCHO- PERSAD: Hel | o. | could
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speak?

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes, we can hear you.
And it | ooks Iike you just put yourself back
on nut e.

MR. SANCHO- PERSAD: Hel | 0?

MR. WANTTAJA: Oh, there you are. Yes,
we can hear you. Thank you. Please proceed.

MR. SANCHO- PERSAD: Yes. | am for the
support of the rule change of not allow ng
new el ectric vehicles. | think, to me, that
the traffic congestion has been really bad in
the | ast couple of years. Actually, it's
gotten exponentially bad in the | ast couple
of months, including where all the cities was
S0 congested, that it used to be nore
Manhatt an was congested, now all the boroughs
are congest ed.

| think that if these conpanies want to
get in to add more vehicles, they should --
i nstead of adding nmore vehicles, try to get
the existing plates off the street or you
guys take the plates off and give them what
was exi sting already. Otherw se, there
shoul d be no adding of any nore vehicles,

ot her than maybe wheel chair accessible
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vehicles for the disabled comunity. And
more -- | mean, everybody wants the place to
be nore greener. Everybody wants
New York City to be nmore greener, but adding
more cars to an already congested city would
cause the city to -- cause the gas cars to
drive slower, which would al so cause
environment al i mpact causing, you know,
people, for us to take |longer to get to our
destination, causing us to pollute the air
nmor e.

So, | don't see the point of adding
nmore plates. But instead, taking the
exi sting plates and maki ng them change to
el ectric vehicles. Or you take the existing
fleets that are overcharging and giving it to

| i ke Revel, who wants to do enpl oyee; that's

my take on it. | really appreciate you guys
letting me tal k today. | am sorry. | know
you guys have a |l ot on your plate. | really

appreciate you letting me talk and |I hope you
guys do the right thing. Thank you.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for your
testi mony. So, we have Mouhamadou Aliyu

next. And then we also -- follow ng that,
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our final, final speaker, Ivan Ventura, who
was havi ng, apparently, technical
difficulties. So, we have two remaining
speakers; Mouhamadou Aliyu, followed by Ivan
Vent ur a. So, Mouhamadou, | see you. Pl ease
feel free to unnute and begin your testinmony.
MR. ALIYU: Hi, good afternoon. Good
afternoon, all the Comm ssioners. Good
afternoon, everyone. Fromthe get-go, |
100 -- 1,000 percent support your rule. It's
needed. It's due. | mean, it's m nd-bl ow ng
to have someone right now, to conme in this
i ndustry with this proposal. | mean, nobody
I's against electric vehicles. Nobody is
agai nst Revel. All we say is, license. The
| i cense nmust be capped, 100-percent. We nust
cap the license 100-percent because of the
situation the industry is in right now.
Everybody has to remenber, this is an
i ndustry with rules and regul ations. The
time to cap is going to be updated to be
adjusted to the reality of the monment.
What we are saying is, there is no
shortage of license at this time, and the

peopl e have to get that. We don't have no
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problemwith no EV. W don't have no problem
with the environment; that's not an issue.

We don't have no problemwi th vehicles. But
no |license can be issued right now.

My Iife has been destroyed because of
EL. s the TLC going to -- is this year
going to do it again, by finishing me up?
Because everything | |live for has been wi ped
away because of EL, that was the first
m st ake. Reason why this afternoon | comend
TLC for standing tall. | really appreciate
this rule -- this rule, and | urge al
Comm ssi oners, no exception, to vote "yes,"
on this rule. Because it's not about EV.
It's not about environment. lt's about
people. It's about human. Nobody is agai nst
capitalist, but this is capitalist at its
worst. MWhere is quality of Iife when we're
dyi ng? We are not getting nothing. W are
suffering, pain and suffering.

And now Revel going to add pain to
injury. They're going to finish us, period.
Not hi ng more. Reason why | support this rule
1, 000 percent. | commend TLC for seeing this

very qui ck because when Uber was comng in --
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MR. WANTTAJA: Thirty seconds
remai ni ng.

MR. ALIYU: -- when Uber was com ng in,
we said the people -- | think this time, TLC
IS seeing it comng in. Do not allow the big
fish to eat the small fish. Don't allow a
systemto keep us poor. |It's not acceptable.

We don't want to stay poor. We need to get
out of poverty by working hard. W don't
want to be hardworking poor. W want to live
a better life --

MR. WANTTAJA: Your three mnutes is
concl uded. Please conmplete your testinmony.

MR. ALI YU Thank you very much. I
appreciate it. | said it all. Thank you.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for your
testi nony.

And finally, we have |van Ventura.
Thank you for joining us. Sorry about our
technical issues earlier.

MR. VENTURA: No worri es. ' m here.
Thank you so much.

MR. WANTTAJA: Okay. Please feel free
to proceed.

MR. VENTURA: That's going to be a hard
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act to follow, man. That's a | ot of passion.
What's been going on here is drivers have --
we' re exhausted, you know. We're exhausted.
You guys are trying to fix the problem but
you're fixing problenms in a systemthat's
broken. You know, you guys are allow ng
conpanies to come here -- and | said this
before at the | ast meeting that the

comm ssioner were here. You guys are

all owing the big conmpanies to use us for

ensl avenent. For $15 an hour after you pay

t axes, you're enslaved. You're working |ess
t han McDonal d's at that point. Don't do this
for a living.

You guys have the power to help drivers
survive. How? By ensuring that the driver
makes a fair wage; inmplement it, you know.
| nstead of allowi ng big conpanies to cone in
with a fleet of 50, allow one single guy to
by one permt, one |license, get one car on
t he road. Let's move away from big conpani es
chargi ng $750, $600, $500 a week. It's
ensl avement. You guys have the ability to
hel p drivers succeed. But at the end of the

day, you guys are worried about em ssions.
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Listen, | get it. Allow drivers to buy their
own electric vehicles, and you're still going

to get a fleet of the same amount of cars.
Al'l ow 50 drivers to buy 50 cars.

You guys have the power to create
programs with Tesla, with every conpany. You
guys got the manpower. lt's over 100, 000 of
us with |licenses. Create programs for us to
get to financial freedom You guys got to
stop |l ooking at it nearsighted, start | ooking
farsighted. Sonebody said it before, fine,

t hey have 50 cars now, when the Tesla update
conmes to self-driving, they don't need 50
people. Screw them

You know, you guys got to make your job
alittle easier. All of you look tired,
overwor ked, exhumed, you know. Br eat he, take
a second, listen to us, put us on a panel
where we coul d speak to you freely. So,

thank God I'mthe | ast one because nobody is

behi nd ne. | don't have to rush. My time
runs out, it runs out.
MR. WANTTAJA: Well, 30 seconds

remai ni ng.

MR. VENTURA: You guys have the ability
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to fix it, but go one step at a tinme. Vote
"yes" with an exenmption. The exenption being
that if |I want to buy an electric car, | can.
| f Chevy makes an electric suburban, |I'm
t here. But you guys have to be able to do
this properly, you know. 50 cars in one
shot, it's not going to help. 300 cars
parked in Queens, it's not going to help.
150 cars in the Bronx in a parking lot, it's
not going to hel p.

Screw Tower, screw the big conmpanies

and let's worry about the little fish, the
drivers.

MR. WANTTAJA: Your three mnutes is
up. Please conclude your testinony.

MR. VENTURA: Everybody is here to help
the drivers. Drivers first. Screw the big
conmpani es. Have a nice day.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for your
testi nony.

And that concl udes our public hearing
on the rules. All right. So, thank you to
everybody who has testified today. That

concl udes our public hearing. And with that,

we'll move to a vote on these proposed rul es.
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A final copy of the rules was posted to the
TLC's website and e-mailed to each of the
Comm ssioners at |east three days prior to
this vote, as required by CAPA.

Addi tionally, these proposed rules ran
in the City Record on May 20, 2021, with a
comment deadline of June 19th. Copies of al
written comments received by the TLC were
sent to the Conm ssioners in advance of
today's hearing. So, unless there are any
further questions, we'll nove to a vote.

Al'l in favor of adopting the battery
el ectric vehicle FHV exception rules before
you.

COMM SSI ONER M TCHELL: Aye.

COMM SSI ONER JARMOSZUK: (Rai ses hand.)

COMM SSI ONER JI HA: (Rai ses hand.)

COVMM SSI ONER SORRENTI NO: ( Rai ses
hand.)

COMM SSI ONER KEST: (Rai ses hand.)

MR. WANTTAJA: So, | see Comm ssioner
Sorrentino, Comm ssioner Aloysee Heredia
Jarnmoszuk, Comm ssioner Kenneth Mtchell,
Comm ssi oner Kest, Comm ssioner Jacques Ji ha.

Al'l of those agai nst?
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COWM SSI ONER AGUADO: (Rai ses hand.)

MR. WANTTAJA: Bill Aguado votes
agai nst .

And with that, the rules pass by a vote
of five to one.

We have two nmore quick agenda itens on
our schedule here. 1'll make these quickly.
They're two quicks votes. So, next is a vote
on TLC s proposed hi gh-volunme base
classification rules, pursuant to staff and
public coment. TLC held a public hearing on
these rules on May 4, 2021. Pur suant to
staff and public comment, TLC anmended the
rules to clarify that a high-volume for-hire
service may continue to dispatch to vehicles
affiliated with Black Car, Lux Linmo, and
Li very Bases.

A final version of this rule
i ncorporating that change was posted to the
TLC s website and e-mailed to each of you
three days prior to this vote, as required by
CAPA. All copies of conmments were sent to
you in advance of this hearing. So, wth
that, | will nmove to a vote.

Al'l in favor of adopting the
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hi gh-vol ume base classification rules before
you.

COMM SSI ONER M TCHELL: Aye.

COMM SSI ONER JARMOSZUK: (Rai ses hand.)

COMM SSI ONER JI HA: (Rai ses hand.)

COMM SSI ONER SORRENTI NOC: (Rai ses
hand. )

COWMM SSI ONER AGUADO: (Rai ses hand.)

COMM SSI ONER KEST: (Rai ses hand.)

MR. WANTTAJA: And the rules are
adopt ed unani nously.

And our |ast item on the agenda, and
|1l be quick. We have a vote on proposed
trip records subm ssion rules. TLC held a
public hearing on these rules in May 4th.
Pursuant to staff and public coment, TLC
amended the rules to clarify in the penalty
box, the maxi mum penalty allowed by law is
for failing to submt trip records in
accordance with our rules.

A final version of this rule
i ncorporating that change was posted to the
TLC' s website and e-mailed to each of you
three days in advance of the vote, as

requi red by CAPA. And all comments on the
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rules were forwarded to each of the
Comm ssioners in advance of this hearing.
Wth that, all in favor of adopting the

trip records subm ssion rules before you.
COMM SSI ONER JARMOSZUK: (Rai ses hand.)
COMM SSI ONER AGUADO: (Rai ses hand.)
COVMM SSI ONER JI HA: (Rai ses hand.)
COMM SSI ONER SORRENTI NOC: ( Rai ses
hand.)
COVM SSI ONER M TCHELL: (Raises hand.)
COMM SSI ONER KEST: (Rai ses hand.)
MR. WANTTAJA: And the trip records
subm ssion rules are adopted unani nously.
And that is the final item on our
agenda. So, with that, the Chair can cal
this meeting to a close. Thank you for your
time.
MS. JARMOSZUK: Thank you, everybody.
Thank you, everybody, for your testinony,
your time, your patience. Thank you to al
t he Comm ssi oners. | appreciate your
i stening and participation. And we | ook
forward to working with all industry
st akehol ders on electrifying the vehicle

fleet, the existing vehicle fleet. And we
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| ook forward to continuing to wel come new
corporations and to coll aborating together
for an efficient industry, and efficient
mar ket, where we are working in the interest
of liveable wages for licensees.

Thank you so much. And with that, we
concl ude this public hearing.

COMM SSI ONER M TCHELL: Have a good
day, everybody.

(TI ME ADJOURNED: 2:15 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF NEW YORK)
. SS
COUNTY OF QUEENS)

|, Sabrina Brown Stewart, a shorthand
reporter within and for the State of New York, do
hereby certify that the within is a true and
accurate transcript of the statement taken on
June 22, 2021.

| further certify that I amnot related to
any of the parties to this action by blood or by
marriage, and that | amin no way interested in the
outconme of this matter.

I N W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set ny
hand this 8th day of July 2021.

Sabruta Brown— awart”

Sabrina Brown Stewart
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