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MR. WANTTAJA: Good norni ng.

I*'m acting Comm ssioner Ryan Wanttaj a,
and | am joined today by Comm ssioners
Sorrentino, Aguado and Kest, as well
as several TLC staff menbers |istening
I n and taking notes.

" mexcited to be here today for
our public hearing on the Taxi Meter
Rate of Fare. As many of you know,
it's been over a decade since the TLC
has adjusted the taxi meter rate of
fare, so |I'mvery glad that we are
getting to the | ong overdue work of
readjusting it to reflect drivers’
expenses as they exist today.

We have an incredibly | engthy
i st of speakers, and |I'm glad to have
so many people engaged in this
process. So |'Il keep my list of
housekeeping items short.

First, today's hearing is about
the taxi meter rate of fare and itens
that the Comm ssion should consi der

when setting the taxi meter rate of
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fare. Our hearing on FHV Driver Pay
Is tomorrow, so if you are waiting to
testify about FHV Driver Pay, 1'd ask
t hat you save your testimony for
tomorr ow

You are welcone to testify today
and tonorrow, if you have information
on both tax expenses and FHV expenses.
But given the distinctions between the
i ndustries, it will be hel pful for our
work here if we keep the discussion
t oday focused on expenses related to
taxi operations. And then we can
focus tonorrow on expenses related to
driving and FHV.

Second, in addition to
testifying today and providing witten
comments to us, the most hel pful thing
you can do to ensure that TLC has al
the information it needs to set the
taxi meter rate of fare, is to fill
out the driver expense survey TLC is
sending out to all licensees today.

Any adjustments we nmake to the meter

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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rate of fare needs to be based on data
surroundi ng expenses, inconme, driver
and vehicle supply and the Iike. And
this survey is one of the main ways we
will be collecting that data. I f you
want to ensure your voice is heard in
our rate setting, please, please fill
out that survey.

And finally, due to the | engthy
| i st of people who have signed up to
speak today, we are limting testinmony
to two mnutes. As always, you are
more than welcome to suppl ement your
testinony today with written coments,
whi ch you can send to TLC rules at TLC
dot NYC dot GOV

Since we are just in the
i nformati on gathering stage of setting
the rates of fare, there is no hard
deadline to submt additional
comments. Following this week's
hearings and the conpletion of the
driver expense survey, TLC will get to

wor k anal yzing the information you al
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have provided and formally propose new
rates early this summer. At which
time, we will have another public
hearing on a concrete proposed
adjustnment. All this is to say, this
I's not your final opportunity to weigh
in on the rates of fare. This is the
formal beginning of the process, and
we are excited about working with al

of you every step of the way in
setting the rates.

Wth that said, let's dive right
into this. As Tanya nentioned, please
ensure your Zoom nanme matches the nane
you used when you signed up to speak.
When | call your name, you are free to
turn on your camera, unmute your mc
and begin your testinmony.

You will be given notice when
you have 30 seconds remai ning, and
t hen anot her when your tinme has
expired. At which time, you nust
concl ude your testinmony.

So with that, our first speaker
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will be Richard Lipsky (phonetic),
foll owed by M chelle Dottin.

MS. SCOTT: Richard Lipsky,
pl ease unmute your m crophone and

begi n your testinony.

SPEAKER: Good nmor ni ng, Cochair,

good mor ni ng, Conmm ssi on. My nanme is
Ri chard Lipsky, | represent Big Apple
Taxi Managenment Conpany. And

delighted to be here today.

| think the major issue here is,

for us, we are a | arge managenent
conmpany and a major issue is howto
get the cars back on the street. And
| think that's something the

Comm ssion has been | ooking at as
wel | .

And one of the things we want

do is to make sure that we can ki nd of

wai ve the accessibility issue for
temporary transition because the
availability of the accessible taxis
are not there, so that we can conmply

with the -- the mandate of
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accessibility. Which we are wel comed
to do.

But if the cars are not
avail abl e and the supply chain is
broken, we have 7,000 nmedallions in
storage and we need to figure out
col |l aboratively how to work together
so that we can get those cars on the
street.

| have | arger testimny as well
that, you know, | will submt on some
ot her issues that are inportant in

terms of the transition to

col |l aborati on between Uber and -- from
taxi s and Uber working together. So
we'll talk about that --

TI MEKEEPER: Thirty seconds
remai ni ng.

SPEAKER: Yes. So we | ook
forward to working with the new
comm ssi oner, Conm ssioner Do and
working to get yellow taxis on the
street and getting back to a ful

conpl ement of those taxis serving the
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publ i c.

Thank you very nmuch. I wi |
submt my testinmny, and we'll go from
t here.

MR. WANTTAJA: Okay. Thank you
very much for your testinony.

Next up, we will have M chelle
Dottin, followed by M chael Sinon.

SPEAKER: Hi. Good norning.

MR. WANTTAJA: Morning.

SPEAKER: | am M chelle Dottin,
a driver and advocate for all drivers
and delivery workers. | am part of
the I1DG.  And really, today, | want to
tal k about | easing caps, some of which
| believe have been unfair.

We've had licenses given to many
new -- new organizations such as
Revel , which were for electric cars,
whi ch took away the ability for
i ndi vi dual drivers to be able to have
their own plates.

This is a hardship on the

driver. It should have -- these
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drivers should have been put into
consideration first, rather than
corporations. 50 plates could have
been given to 50 drivers. We'd |like
you to consider taking those drivers
who have had -- whose been in the
system before the noratorium
grandfathered in, to be able to get at
| east the electric plates, if not
pushing themin to waive those drivers
who want to do that.

But it's been highly unfair that
t hese | arge conmpanies are the ones who
can fleece the drivers, take advantage
of all of these procedures and make
the drivers stay in that node of, you
know, paying day-to-day --

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds
remai ni ng.

SPEAKER: So pl ease, |'m asking
you at this time to open up sone
pl ates for grandfathered-in drivers,
as well as those electric plates that

you took away, which was totally
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unfair to those drivers. Please take
this into consideration. | inplore
you. This is something that --
fairness should be always put in

pl ace.

Thank you for your tinme.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for
your testinony.

Ours next speaker will be
M chael Sinmon followed by Jaime
Serrano (phonetic) who has requested a
Spani sh interpreter.

M chael Sinmon, you may unnute
your m crophone and begin your
testimony.

SPEAKER: | got it. Okay.

Can you hear nme?

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes, we can hear
you.

SPEAKER: Okay. M name is
M chael Simon. And |I'm a medallion
owner for almst 40 years. The
medal | i on owner driver and | easing

driver want expectations in their
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future, that they can support a famly
and be proud. Pride is definitely
m ssing in this industry, and we have
to bring it back.

|"ve conme to realize there's a
hi erarchy that needs to be followed in
this industry. The taxis nust be the
first choice for the riding public and
t he bl ack car second.

The role of the black car is for
passengers that want to pay a much
hi gher price for a nmuch nore
confortable car. |If we go back to
Fiorello La Guardia, who created the
medal I i on system and he was
consi dered one of Anmerica's best
mayors of all times, even an airport
was named after him he was not a
stupid guy. He was progressive. He
created the nmedallion system after the
Great Depression to provide neans for
owners and drivers to make a better
i ving.

Yel | ow cabs scream New York

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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City. The nmore cabs you put on the
streets, the nmore New York you have
and the world sees. New York and
yel |l ow cabs go together.

A significant cost to nmedallion
owners is the vehicle retirement
di vision. Uber drivers are allowed to
keep their car as long as they want,
but taxi owners cannot. And this is a
significant added --

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds
remai ni ng.

SPEAKER: Significant added cost
for the medallion owner.

Il'"d like to propose that owners
with only one driver be able to keep
their cars for as long as it passes
I nspections.

l'd also like to mention
somet hi ng about roof |ights, roof
| i ghts, which is an overl ooked
subject. They're not bright enough.
Especially on taxis that have rooftop

advertising. The advertisers really
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don't care about how bright they are
because they only care about their
signs. There's a conflict of

i nterest --

TI MEKEEPER: Ti me has expired.

SPEAKER: So that's why |I'm
asking for a proposed rule to make the
roof |ight brighter.

Thank you very much.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for
your testinmony.

Our next speaker will be Jaine
Serrano, who has requested a Spani sh
| anguage interpreter, followed by
Bhai ra Vi desai

MS. SCOTT: Jam e Serrano,
pl ease unmute your m crophone and
begi n your testimony.

SPEAKER: Can you hear nme now?
Good nor ni ng.

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes, we can hear
you.

SPEAKER: |I'm here to testify

for the increase in the fare.
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I|''m a medal lion owner for the
| ast 20 years, and |'ve noticed an
increase in the prices for over the
| ast 10 years. For exanple, car wash
was $8, now it's 16. Change of oi
was 30, now it's between 55 and 60.
And the prices have increased 70 to
80 percent. And of course, gasoline
has been increased by quite a bit.

| think the $3 a m nute is good
and 60 cents a mnute -- |'msorry.
$3 a mle is good and 60 cents a
m nute is good. The price now from
$42 to LaGuardia is going to be
i ncreased to $50.40, with the
increase, | think it's good.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for
your testimony.

Our next speaker will be Bhaira
Vi desai, followed by Vinal Val horta
(phonetic).

SPEAKER: Hi. Good norning.
Thank you so much, menbers of the

Comm ssion, and congratul ations to
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Chairman Do. We really look forward
to working with you.

It has been 10 |l ong years since
the yell ow cab neter rates have gone
up. Ten of the most difficult,
pai nful years that this industry has
seen. From suicides to early deaths,
so much tragedy in these | ast
10 years. But | also remember in
2012, when the last fare raise took
pl ace. The sense of hope that
exi st ed.

It had been eight years prior,
you know, to -- eight -- it had been
ei ght years before that raise had been
enacted. People had already been
waiting for so long. But once the
2012 raise came in, we saw the effect
on driver income.

We saw it at |least for the first
year, and then Uber and Lyft were
allowed in pretty much unregul at ed.
And very soon, the raise to the bottom

sank in for everybody. What we've
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seen is an attenpt to really destroy
full-time driving as a job.

When you fast forward to today,
you are | ooking at gas prices that are
80 percent higher today than just from
2019. The cost of bread and m | k has
gone up, you know, the | atest Consuner
Price Index reports indicate that the
cost of food, which is -- which is
going up at a faster rate than it's
ever been since 1980 --

TI MEKEEPER: Thirty seconds
remai ni ng.

SPEAKER: -- last 40 years, is
only going to continue to go up.

But what we need fromthe TLC is
not only inmediate action for this
present crisis, what we need is to
reset the economcs in this industry
to protect full-time jobs. So that
every single driver can take home
after expenses, $25 per hour. Not hing
| ess than $25 per hour.

Drivers bear expenses --
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TI MEKEEPER: Ti me has expired.

SPEAKER: They col l ectively
serve a mllion people every single
day. They work in dangerous
conditions. They perform work that is
essential to our City. Their I|abor
needs to be respected, and that means
not hing | ess than $25 an hour after
expenses for every single driver.

Thank you.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for
your testinony.

Our next speaker will be Vinal
Val hortra (phonetic), followed by
Mohammed | sl am

Vi nal Val hortra, you may unnute
your m crophone and begin your
testinony.

SPEAKER: Ckay. Hell o, sir.
You hear nme, sir?

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes, | can hear
you.

SPEAKER: Good norni ng, al

comm ssi oners. To our godfathers,
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t hank you so much. Great work for us.

My name is Vinal Val hortra. So
| -- 1 am-- menbers -- we agree that
you raise 65 and meter rate is better.
Pl ease consi der owner at JFK Airport,
because most car have |i ke
wheel chairs, they're |ike tank gas.
They don't put in gas. They're tank
gas. Like going to JFK and LaGuardi a.
We spent too much gas.

So pl ease reconsider |ike $7
from JFK. And tax over one -- one
hour and fifteen m nutes, add anot her
$5 sub charge. Sane |ike LaGuardi a.
And | -- long areas, please take --

t hese conpani es, conpani es and
vendors. | ama -- they're cheating
on us. Since they start paying like a
few percent, $250 to the State, | find
out they're not paying us properly.

Because | have a person reported nme.

So in one of the -- they pay nme
| ess, $140 paid for -- 8-dollar. So
t hey have something -- no accurate
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system Please, | amready to assi st
with you any -- on this. So this
very --

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds
remai ni ng.

SPEAKER: All drivers on --
getting direct payment in their
accounts. So | don't know what other
drivers, | find out -- | am sure --
receiving to be made -- they don't
sending us in our accounts.

So again, please raise, it's
good for all. Thank you so much.
Thank you. God bl ess you.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for
your testinony.

Our next speaker will be
Mohanmmed | sl am foll owed by Peter
Mazer.

SPEAKER: Hi . You hear me, sir?

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes. We can hear
you.

SPEAKER: Yeah, yeah. Good

nor ni ng, everyone. M nane is
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Mohammed Islam Driving nore than two
decades in yell ow cab.

Rai sing the fare is |ong
overdue. The last increase was
10 years ago, which you know,
everybody knows about it. Conpanies
| i ke Uber and Lyft, will raise their
fare if it is raining or snow, or
evening or morning rush hour, while
medal | i on driver cannot do that.

Yel | ow cab and green cab, bl ack
fare to go to JFK Uber and Lyft can
charge up to even 200-dollar in the
eveni ng rush hour or snow or rain.

Okay. And the -- is a little
bit slow there. Down their fare,
yell ow cab and green cab neter fare.
So people will chose Uber and Lyft
over us. We cannot conpete with them
We can't surcharge -- our insurance
and all of the rules tied up -- yellow
cabdriver and medal lion owner.

Car cost and living cost, which

is, as | mentioned, everything before

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




o o b~ W N

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

22

cost, living cost, everything high.
Al'l of our money goes to TLC or State
of fund. And TLC drivers |ike poorly.
We need to raise the fare to get that
| evel ed playing field with Uber and
Lyft.

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds
remai ni ng.

SPEAKER: Okay. You only gave
me two m nutes. | cannot explain
what ever | have.

So please listen or go to
website, NYTWA, she has very good
poi nt and you will |earn how to hel p,
especially yell ow and green
cabdrivers.

So please, try to help, and |
believe TLC will do this. Especially
our new chairman. Thanks for
| i steni ng agai n.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for

your testimony. |I'Il just rem nd
everybody that, you know, | understand
the time is short. We do have a very
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| engthy |ist of speakers. But you are
nmore than welcome to submt written
testinmony to TLC Rules at TLC dot NYC
dot GOV.

As | prom sed, this is just the
begi nning of this. W will be
accepting testimny well beyond these
hearings. So please, if you do have
nore i nformati on you wi sh to provide
us, do not hesitate to reach out.

Wth that said, we have -- our
next speaker will be Peter Mazer
foll owed by Airhen Tonsel (phonetic).

SPEAKER: Good nmor ni ng,

Comm ssioners. MW name is Peter Mazer
and |' m general counsel to the

Met ropolitan Taxi cab Board of Trade.
This is a trade association that is
seventy years old, representing the
owners and operators of |licensed
medal | i on taxi cabs.

As you've heard, fare
I ncreased -- taxicab fares have not

been increased since 2012, while the
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cost of living continues to rise. At
the same time, ridership has declined
and average revenues in taxicabs has

declined by half over the | ast

10 years.

A fare increase is |ong overdue.
But it will not solve all of the
I ndustry's problems. That will
require a conprehensive regul atory
review of everything that the
Comm ssion does that affects drivers,
owners, operators and passengers. W
need to think creatively about making
t he best use of our cabs to conpl enent
other forms of mass transportation and
provide alternatives to private car
owner shi p.

When the City Charter was
written in 1971, the industry was
different. We relied primarily on a
comm ssion basis. So the analysis
going into a fare increase petition
was different. And on behal f of

MIBOT, we plan to submt a fare
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I ncrease petition, which will be
comprehensive and will ook not only
at the econom cs of increasing
revenue, but also |ooking at how we
can be a part of the transportation

I nfrastructure, and how we coul d, as
an i ndustry, pronote better use of our
t axi cabs.

We pronote the followi ng itens.
We suggest in addition to a fare
i ncrease - -

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds
remai ni ng.

SPEAKER: -- the use of the
extension of the 250 surcharge to al
trips on the outer boroughs to
i ncentivize passengers to use taxicabs
and -- and incentivize our drivers to
serve the outer boroughs.

We support a gasoline surcharge,
whi ch we believe should be indexed at
a price of gasoline, and the surcharge
should go up or down based on the

current gasoline prices on a regular
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basi s.
We support the use of the
i ncreases in the JFK search --

TI MEKEEPER: Tinme has expired.
SPEAKER: -- and al so the
LaGuardia rate. We are suppl enmenting

our comments with written conments,
and as | stated earlier, a much nore
conmprehensive fare increase proposal
In the near future.

Thank you for your tinme.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for
your testinmony.

Our next speaker will be Airhen
Tonsel, followed by Eugene Sol onon.

| see Airhen Tonsel in here.
You are free to unmute your mc and
begi n your testimony.

SPEAKER: Hel |l o, can you hear
me ?

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes, | can hear
you.

SPEAKER: Thank you. Thank you

very much.
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You know, |'m not going to go
into the fare hike and how much it
should be. | think anybody in their
right mnd knows that we need a fare
hi ke. But I'm going to hit a couple
of different points.

One of themis -- is, app

conpani es' ability to undercut yell ow

meter. The yellow meter integrity
must be kept in tact. And -- you
know, just passing the -- giving the

fare raise is not going to be enough
wi t hout passing a rule or a |aw that
prevents from any segment of the
taxi -- the for-hire vehicle industry
for charging below the yell ow meter.
That is extremely inmportant in ny
opi nion. And that should be
considered by -- by the TLC.
Secondl y, gasoline surcharge,
that's an i nmedi ate concern. It
cannot wait three, four, five nmonths
for the fare hike to happen and then

we get the gasoline surcharge or you
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can consider it. |If you are going to
consider giving us a gasoline
surcharge to help us with the gasoline
prices --

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds
remai ni ng.

SPEAKER: And al so, one nore
thing. For love of God, | don't know
why DOVs, driver owned vehicles with
single drivers have to pay double
i nsurance. | have no idea where that
came from who regul ates that and who
enforces that. lt's unfair.
Especially this day and age when
everybody is having hard tinme finding
drivers. So are DOVs. And if
sonebody - -

TI MEKEEPER: Tinme has expired.

SPEAKER: -- and buy their own
vehicle, they should not have to pay
doubl e i nsurance. Please |ook into
it. It's extremely inportant for them
to survive. There's no reason for

them to pay nore than double the
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I nsurance of a single driver. Like an
owner driver. Thank you very much.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for
your testimony.

Our next speaker will be Eugene
Sol omon, foll owed by Wayne Chin
(phonetic).

Eugene, you may unnute your

m crophone and begin your testinony.

SPEAKER: Okay. Yes. | am
Eugene Sol onbn. | have been a taxi
driver since 1977. | was a medal lion
owner from 1984 until 1991. 1'mthe

aut hor of Confessions of a New York
Taxi Driver, and the blog "Cabs are
for Kissing."

You asked for suggestions from
drivers in your e-mil about ways to
retain experienced drivers and
I ncrease passengers' interest in
taxis. So nmy -- hope this isn't off
topic, but my comments have to do
with -- my suggestion is to inprove

the driving -- the driver's condition
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whi |l e behind the wheel is to
conpletely elimnate the taxi TV.

It's -- the driver has no
control over the volune or even the --
whet her he can turn it on or off.
It's preset. The volune is preset by
CMTI. Even the taxi garage cannot
change that.

Prerecorded | oops of sound bites
whi ch begi ns when the meter is turned
on and end when the meter is turned
of f, continuously going on over and
over again. It's annoyi ng and
di stracting to the driver. And I
think it has no place in the
environment of a taxi driver. It
actually violates, if you think about
it, the purpose of Vision Zero, which
is to create a distraction free
envi ronment.

My suggestion is not to
elimnate the taxi TV --

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds

remai ni ng.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




o o b~ W N

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

31

SPEAKER: -- but to elimnate
the sound. 1'd like to see it
transition from sound into text
messages and videos and pictures only.
Il think this will be appl auded by al
drivers and the passengers as well,
who generally pay attention to it or
hopefully turn it off.

Thank you for listening. That's
my comment .

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for
your testinony today.

Our next speaker will be Wayne
Chi n.

SPEAKER: Hel | o. Hi . Good
morni ng. Can you hear me? Hell o?
Hel | 0?

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes, we can hear

you.

SPEAKER: Yes. M name is Wayne
Chin. | am a taxi owner. l'm also a
member -- alliance. And I -- |

support my union position proposal for

the rate increase because we haven't
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had a raise for the last 10 years.

In the nmeantinme, the living
cost, the operating cost went up. So
we need -- we need a raise for the
fare. And because right now we have
to work a |l ot of hours just to
survive. Okay. And so -- |1'm working
si x days a week -- six days a week,
14- hour day just to survive.

So we need a raise so we can
support our famly, we can send our
kid to college. You know, also -- you
know, we drive |ong hour on a street.
It take a toll on ny body. You know,
our body, you know, sitting there al
day, your |egs, your body, your back
tired. You know, so we need to work
| ess hour, you know. So if the rate
i ncreases, we can work | ess hour.

Ri ght now, | do like 70, 80 hour
a week. That's too much for us. We
have to work |ike 60 hours, 65 hour.
You know -- you know, just |ast nonth,

| -- | work in JD Lot. | had one
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driver taken by ambul ance because he
havi ng medi cal emergency --

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds
remai ni ng.

SPEAKER: He had a medi cal
emergency. The driver had to work
| ong hour just to survive. W need a
raise for all driver across the
I ndustry to survive. So -- sO we can
provide our famly, we can send our
kid to coll ege.

Thank you so much for your tinme.
Thank you so nuch. Bye- bye.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for
your testinony.

Our next speaker will be Zubin
Sol ei many, followed by Richard Chow
(phonetic).

SPEAKER: Hello. Good norning.
Good morning. This is Zubin
Soleimany, I'"'ma staff attorney at the
New Yor k Taxi Workers' Alliance.
would |like to focus my conmments today

on the use of upfront pricing in the
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e-hail market, where taxi passengers
receive a flat fare and drivers
receive a flat rate of conpensation.

There are currently no
regul ati ons that govern what the
drivers are paid when there are fl at
rate E-hail trips. As we are | ooking
at a situation in where we are going
to analyze the rates of fare, we have
to understand that there has to be
regul ati on here where there's a
growi ng E-hail market and any change
to the rates of taxi fares won't
actually inmpact what drivers earn on
these trips.

Prior to the pilot programfor
E-hails, drivers were required to be
paid the full rate of the fare. Like
t hey woul d any other credit card trip.
Unfortunately, what we've been seeing
Is the drivers are often earning | ess
and often significantly |ess than
they -- than what they would have with

the nmetered fare.
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So the main proposal we have
here is that under no circunstance on
an E-hail trip should a driver receive
anything | ess than what the metered
fare woul d be for that trip.

To be fair, drivers on these
trips should be entitled to additional
conpensation for the time in transit
fromthe dispatch point to the pick-up
point, which is time where they are
forgoing any other street hail and
woul d even pass up passengers who
could begin a trip earlier. That's a
concept that's codified in the rules
for app-base, high volume drivers in
the utilization rates that ains to
conmpensate --

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds
remai ni ng.

SPEAKER: -- woul d be working.

| would note that there was a
pi l ot program established in May of
2018, comenced in June of 2018, which

was supposed to produce four reports
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t hat were supposed to, anmong ot her

t hi ngs, analyze what drivers -- the

I mpact on drivers earning it. Only
one report was produced and we have
not seen the rest. The program was
supposed to expire after 24 nonths, or
rul es were supposed to be

promul gated - -

TI MEKEEPER: Ti me has expired.

SPEAKER: |t seenms that neither
of those things have happened when
t hey were supposed to. We would be
very interested to know what happened
to these reports, what data TLC does
have about driver earning. The
prelimnary data showed that flex
fares were |l ess than netered fares
wi t hout even going into how nuch of
that the driver had kept.

So we'd ask for that data -- for
that research to be conpl eted, that
data be shared and to -- to have a
regulation in the future that all ows

for a fare amount of driver pay
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absolutely no I ess than the metered
rate.

Thank you very nuch.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for
your testinony.

Our next speaker will be Richard
Chow, followed by Vignesh Trespa
(phonetic).

SPEAKER: Hello. Can you hear

me ?

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes, we can hear
you.

SPEAKER: Hi. Good norning. Wy
name is Richard Chow. [|I'm a nmenber of

the New York Taxi Workers' Alliance.
Il'ma yell ow owner driver. The
inflation is too high across the
country, cost of living, cost of
driving is very, very expensive.

Taxi -- raise for taxi fare, no raise
for 10 year. After this rate, next
five years, okay. Not 10 year. 10
year is too |ong.

Last two week ago, New York Taxi
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Work Alliance neeting, all the driver
agreed the taxi neter fare of
25 percent high, JFK 70-doll ar, Newark
Airport, LaGuardia Airport, fare plus
surcharge and to the City. And plus
the 75-cent gallon for the -- 75 cent
gallon for the gas surcharge.

| strongly support NY -- the New
York Taxi Work Alliance, raise for all
the drivers imedi ately, please. Most
of the time, | see City not busy. |
drove ny enpty cab, drove to JFK, hit
the traffic waiting for the passenger
and the |law conme back to the city,
cost me gas, l1ll-dollar. | paid
Verazano Bridge every day, $13, 10
cents. Drive 37 mle to the JFK every
day. M household -- |ate paynent,
the credit cards are nore than
$8, 000 --

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds
remai ni ng.

SPEAKER: |*'mraising two kids

to the college. M late brother, ny
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sister-in-law passed away the sane
year. M -- but the new cars cost
45,000 to 50,000. The car dealer are
charging too much, very expensive. |
cannot afford it.

We need nore vehicle inspection
automatically as |l ong as pass the
I nspection. W need the driver rate
t hat --

TI MEKEEPER: Tinme has expired.

SPEAKER: We need the raise
I medi at el y.

Thank you for listening. Thank
you.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for
your testinony.

Our next speaker will be Vignesh
Trespa, followed by Edward Vaccio
(phonetic).

SPEAKER: Hell o, can you hear
me, please?

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes, we can hear
you.

SPEAKER: Yeah. |1'm Vignesh
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Trespa. I'mrenting a 2015 Sol o Van
(phonetic) for 600-doll ar per week.

I *'m doing my business from July,
this 2016 Solo Van is not eligible for
Uber Black and SUV. So | |ose ny one

and only job. And working for nore

t han four years now, | want to buy ny
own car. But due to the cab on the
pl ate, | cannot buy my own car.

So I"'mreally in confusion, I|ike
what | do is -- is -- you know -- so

| ose my j ob. So TLC, decision nmaker,
pl ease help us have the driver |ike us
to get their own plate and own car.

Thank you.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for
your testinmony.

Our next speaker will be Edward
Vacci o, followed by Robert Fadiga
(phonetic).

Edward Vacci o, you can unnute
your m crophone and begin your
testimony.

Edward, you may begin your
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testimony.

SPEAKER: Hell o, can you hear
me?

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes, we can hear
you.

SPEAKER: Okay. I"m a green,
wheel chair accessi ble vehicle owner
and driver. Not enough people are
tal ki ng about the problemwi th the

Uber and the Lyft and all that ride

share.

They have so many cars on the
road. |'m forced to do Uber rides
because there's -- so few people are

taking the taxis. \Whether it be
E-hail. We can't conpete when we are
out nunber ed, probably like -- there
m ght be 100, 000 people driving with
Uber and -- you know, like that's one
tenth of that yellow cabs left on the
road.

So nobody is going to want to
drive a yellow or green cab because

you can't even pay the expenses. You
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can't make any noney. You are not
getting the fares. People are going
to take the Ubers because they're
going to get a car nuch quicker
because there's outnunbered.

Now, Uber recently, back in
December, they cut nmy pay out from
65 cents per mnute to 50 cents a
m nute. So they took $9 an hour away
fromme, the highest inflation --

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds
remai ni ng.

SPEAKER: The -- the --
sometimes |'mdriving around two hours
waiting for an Uber call with no
fares. And | think they | owered ny
fare because they used to have to
pay -- | don't know if it was called
utilization, where you had to pay for
the driver's time out there. They did
away with that. They pay me bare,
bare mnimum And |I'm not getting the
rides. So unless that is fixed --

TI MEKEEPER: Tinme has expired.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




o o b~ W N

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

43

SPEAKER: Then Uber is forced to
at | east pay the driver where they can
make m ni mum wage. Everything el se
doesn't mean anything. You can raise
the yell ow and green taxis all you
want. But you are not going to get
the rides because people aren't going
to call them because they're
out nunbered, you know, 10, 20 to one
by -- and Uber seenms to be unlimted.
| think they're already asking people
to join Uber where | thought there was
alimt on it.

So it's just -- Uber is getting
away with murder and totally
destroying the whole yell ow and - -
they gave me a ride -- Uber gave nme a
ride to the airport from Brooklyn.

Uber charged the passenger $87. They
paid me 42. Okay. | called Uber. I
said --

MR. WANTTAJA: "' m sorry, your
time is expired. W have to nove on

SPEAKER: Thank you very much
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and the problemis that Uber is --
s --

MR. WANTTAJA: All right. Well,
t hank you for your testimony.

Our next speaker will be Robert
Fadi ga, followed by Allison Langley.

SPEAKER: Hello. M nane is
Robert Fadi ga. |''ma medal lion owner
and been driving on the streets of New
York since 1994. It's 28 years.
That's like a mllion mles. And I'd
have to say, it's a pretty sad story
right now with this situation and cost
bet ween gas and i nsurance. Even
grocery shoppi ng.

l*'ma menber of the New York
Taxi Workers Alliance, and they're
really | ooking out for the owners and
drivers in this city. So | really
support what's going on as far as what
t hey' re advi si ng.

We really need a fare increase.
10 years is a really long time and we

need a gas surcharge. W need
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sonmething that's there so that we
don't have to wait every time, like to
deci de on gas surcharge. Like when
the gas gets to a certain price, it
shoul d just automatically be

I mpl ement ed.

And then the | ease cap to
protect us drivers for, you know, any
gouging pricing. Inflation is just
i ncredi bl e between, you know, the time
when the fare went up last time --

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds
remai ni ng.

SPEAKER: lt's incredible. lt's
nore than 30 percent. | really hope
that the Taxi Limousine Conm ssion
cones to a good number for our future.
And even the cost of a new vehicle to
put into service has increased
tremendously.

Thank you for your time and
t hank you New York Taxi Workers'

Al I'i ance.

Have a great day.
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MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for
your testinony.

Our next speaker will be Ally
Langl ey, followed by Mohamadou Aliyou
(phonetic).

SPEAKER: Good nmor ni ng. My name
Is Ally Langley. 1'mstaff attorney
at the New York Taxi Workers'

Al I'i ance.

On behalf of our yellow and
green cab menbers, |I'm here to ask not
only for a raise to the meter, but for
comprehensi ve regul atory action to
protect driver income fromrising
expenses.

As nmy col | eagues at NYTWA, as
wel | as our many menbers who have and
will testify today will attest to, the
need for a raise is urgent. Drivers
are living through a crisis of
poverty, struggling to quite literally
even put food on the table for their
fam lies.

But while raising the meter is
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an essential and necessary first step
to conbat this poverty, it's not the
only part of the solution. | nst ead,
it nmust be part of our comprehensive
rul es package that increases driver
pay, while Iimting driver expenses.

NYTWA has proposed such a
conprehensive package in our written
subm ssions, and today I'Ill highlight
just a few of those proposals.

First, drivers need to see not
only a raise to the meter now,
10 years after its last increase, but
al so annual increases to account for
inflation. The TLC has al ready
acknowl edged the inmportance of use
annual increases for inflation while
creating the rules for app driver pay.
Yel | ow and green cab drivers need and
deserve the same certainty that their
pay will, at mninmum keep pace with
ri sing expenses.

Second, in addition to rule

changes that lead to an i medi ate
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I ncrease in driver pay, the TLC nust
al so pass rules that help drivers
manage costs.

For exanple, the | ease caps need
to be revised in order to reflect the
changing realities of the industry.

When the | ease --

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds
remai ni ng.

SPEAKER: -- 2012, it was
standard for drivers to double shift.
That is one driver worked the day
shift and another the night. As a
result of the changes brought by Uber
and Lyft and the decrease in
passengers for yell ow cabs, now a
single driver will |ease a cab for
24 hours. And each car brings a nuch
| ess income. So the |ease caps mnust
be reduced to reflect this reality.

Simlarly, the rules must be
changed to account for increases in
t he purchasing of new vehicles and

there nmust be an automatic extension
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of retirement dates for all cabs that
pass i nspections.

TI MEKEEPER: Tinme has expired.

SPEAKER: Thank you for your
time today. We look forward to
wor king with the TLC to i npl ement
t hese changes.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for
your testinony.

Our next speaker will be
Mohamadou Aliyu, followed by Austin
Chowdhry (phonetic).

SPEAKER: Hi. Good norning. Wy
name is Mohandou Aliyu. l"m a father
of four; a three-year-old,
five-years-old, seven-years-old and a
24-year-old who cannot even take care
of himself. | have to |ook after him
every time.

| *ve been driving a cab since
2001, and I'm the proud menber of the
New Yor k Taxi Workers' Alliance.

Last 10 years, a war has been

waged on me and nmy famly through the
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EL company. M life has been damaged.
My dream have been turned to a
nightmare. | mean, ny |life has been
ruined | ast 10 years. And | wel cone
t he new chai r man. Il wish him]luck. I
wi sh him good luck. This is the tinme
to fix this. To make somet hing worKk
better.

And |I'm fully supporting New
York Taxi Workers' Alliance old
proposal, fromlevel one to |evel 24.
Anything |l ess than that won't be
accept abl e. Because we are human
bei ng, we are hard-working people.
And a system not governnment issued
al l owed a system to make hard-wor ki ng
people -- it's not acceptable, it's
not good, it's not good for the
soci ety. Therefore, this is the
opportunity --

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds
remai ni ng.

SPEAKER: -- to -- the systemto

raise this fare to make our |ives
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better and nobody should touch our
meter. Our meter should not be
t ouched by any EL.

Anyt hing | ess than the meter
will not be acceptable. We will be
sl eeping on the street until we adjust
this. Because we went through so
much. We went through so much damage.
10 years is too much. Thank God |I'm
still alive. This is the time --

TI MEKEEPER: Tinme has expired.

SPEAKER: This is the time to
get it done so | can go back with ny
life and my -- my children are not
going to be poor like me. MW
children -- because |I'm a hard-worKking
guy, | drive, |I'm proud menber of New
York Taxi Workers' Alliance. And |
want you guys to fully inplenent all
the 24 proposal from New York Taxi
Wor ker Al liance.

Thank you very nmuch.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for

your testinmony.
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Our next speaker will be Osman
Chowdhry, followed |brahim Dial ou
(phonetic).

SPEAKER: Hello. Good norning.
Hear me?

MR. WANTTAJA: Yes, we can hear

you.
SPEAKER: MWy name is Osman

Chowdhry. |I'm on behalf of United

Taxi Drivers Association NYC. |[|'ve

been driving | ast 25 years.

But first of all, when the fare
I ncreased, | need to know, verify the
driver guarantee income. When | drive
the nighttime, | get the fare for out
of city. M fare is not getting -- |
don't get my fare. That's why | need
the flat fare rate. Guaranteed by
fare, because every sector |ike
subway, bus, plane, airline, train,
everywhere you got to buy fare, got to
buy the ticket and when it come to the
yell ow taxi, they go somepl ace, they

don't get fare. That's why |ose a | ot
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of noney.

Anot her thing that came out,
JFK, LaGuardia flat fare is fine. The
50 percent fare |local get the JFK
li ke -- |i ke 10-dollar fare, but --
fare, we have to make the universal
40-dol l ar | ocal fare because
ot herwi se, the -- the solution -- the
only city cab, the flat fare going to
benefit 50 percent fare -- we need to
fix things.

And also if someone, when
driving, if someone throw up vomting
I nside of cab, that night we don't
make nmoney because we finish our
shift. You need to make -- follow the
Uber rule. Anybody making this kind
of thing, they have to -- all -- like
hundred 50-dollar. So driver have a
guarantee that that type is going to
do it, we're not making nmoney.

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds
remai ni ng.

SPEAKER: Also -- submt ny
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written testinmny, as soon as
possible. | have a |l ot of things.
Two m nutes is not enough.

Thank you very nuch for
opportunity.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for
your testinony. I f you have
addi ti onal comments, feel free to
submt those to TLC rules at TLC dot
NYC dot GOV.

SPEAKER: Thank you very much.
11 do that.

MR. WANTTAJA: All right. Thank
you.

Our next speaker will be |brahim
Diallo, followed by Raul Rivera.

SPEAKER: Hi. M nane is
| brahi m |'ma staff attorney at the
New Yor k Taxi Workers' Alliance.

Thank you for hosting this hearing.

Previ ous speakers have tal ked
about expenses, and we know those need
to be | ooked at. We know that drivers

support famlies. Our data shows that
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about 90 percent of drivers -- for
about 90 percent of drivers, the
income they make fromdriving is the
mai n household income. And we heard
from Richard earlier and Wayne and
Mamadal i ou, about -- that they're
raising famlies with this incone,
they're paying rent, they're paying
nortgage. So it's inportant that the
income that they make is high enough
to be able to do that when they're
wor ki ng eight, 12 hours a day.

| want to focus my comments on
the need for nore robust regul atory
framework on the E-hail side. I
believe that wi thout properly
regul ating E-hail, this will become
t he back door for driver exploitation.

As you know, E-hail is the new
boundari es that app conmpani es are
going to push. And it is inportant,
as a regul atory agency, that the TLC
I's prepared to adequately respond and

put in place well-informed policies
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that center drivers who are the nost
I mpacted by these changes.

| don't think there's another
regul atory agency in the country that
I's better equipped with data and | egal
authority to seriously protect the
driver earnings in the E-hail space.
The TLC knows exactly how much drivers
earn through this pilot program --

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds
remai ni ng.

SPEAKER: And we know what
happened | ast time app conmpani es were
able to redefine the boundaries w thin
the TLC s regulatory framework, on the
taxi and for-hire industry. W are
dealing with the consequences to this
day. Including the raise to the
bottom  We cannot forget the |essons
that we | earned from that era.

We know that app companies wil |
exploit every | oophole that exists,
and it is important that the TLC does

a conmprehensive review and make sure
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that driver earnings are protected.
E- hail cannot be the back door --
TI MEKEEPER: Tinme has expired.
SPEAKER: -- exploiting drivers.
Thank you.
MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for
your testinmony.
Our next speaker will be Raul
Ri vera, followed by Val car Singh.

SPEAKER: Good morning. M nane

Is Raul Rivera. |[|I'm a New York

nati ve. |'ma TLC driver and a TLC
driver advocate. |'mhere by City
Hal I, and we want to thank the

Comm ssion for the hearings.

And one of the -- | want to
express nyself. One of the problens
we have here in the City, there's a
| ot of division, there's a | ot of
bl am ng, pointing fingers. W have
many groups that are blam ng Uber and
Lyft. And the real problemis, the
taxi -- the TLC, the Taxi and

Li mousi ne Conmm ssSi on.
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| founded a group called NYC
Drivers Unite. It's the only group in
the City with a petition to reformthe
Taxi Limousine Comm ssion. W have
el ected officials that signed on,
I ncl udi ng Mayor Eric Adams. We just
had a meeting with him March 5, and we
sent himclose to 30 points and three
bills for the benefit of the driver.

Also | want to say that we --
drivers in the City are extrenely
| ucky. We just dodged a bullet.
M. Ryan Wanttaja was not chosen as
the new TLC Chair, and we are thankful
for that. [It's not a personal attack.
But we need sone real change, and we
can't keep blam ng Uber and Lyft. We
got to reform that Taxi Linousine
Comm ssi on.

M. Adanms signed that petition.
We wanted to stand by his name. W
asked that he give us a press
conference, or at |east give us a

statement. We wanted to stand by his
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name. That's what we ask.

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds
remai ni ng.

SPEAKER: Thank you.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for
your testinmony.

Our next speaker will be Val car
Singh, followed by Enmdee Shai k
(phonetic).

SPEAKER: Testing. You talk --
you heard me, sir?

MR. WANTTAJA: Yeah. We can
hear you. There's a fair amount of
echo on there, though.

SPEAKER: My name is Val car
Singh. I'mdriving |like 32 years, and
| am the Taxi Worker Alliance menber,
|l ong tinme. So we need now fare meter
rai sed. And 10-year no had nmeter
rai se, so everything got expensive.
| nsurance and -- and car pay, taxi
pay, car cleaning, and gas is double
now. Even you buy the food now, it's

very expensive.
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And |I'm hel ping my brother.
l*m-- nmy brother, my nother, ny
father and my kid. So very expensive
to buy stuff. So | request M. New
Mayor and New Comm ssioner, you can do
It now, this time. Last
adm nistration didn't raise anything.
Now 10 year and you can do now.

Inflation is very high, even
Presi dent Biden say inflation high.

So | don't have to tell you. You know
everything. So please give the neter
fare raise for yellow cab. And Uber
charging so much noney, even TLC
knows, they're not doing any control.
They charge |ike 150, $200 for JFK and
we're charging only $52. So now

pl ease, time. Otherwi se, it's going
to be a |ot of taxi driver getting

li ke -- they get bankruptcy. A |ot

of --

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds
remai ni ng.

SPEAKER: Guy no driving because
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the gas. So please now raise the
meter fare, and our Taxi Worker
Al l'iance, we are agreeing with them

So time to go now is -- give us
good opportunity and we drive |like a
12- hour day. So then we can drive --
live | ess and we can raise our famly.
You know, give us, please.

Thank you very much.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for
your testinmony.

Our next speaker wil |l
be Endee -- foll owed by --

(Audio interruption.)

MR. WANTTAJA: "1l say it one
nmore time. Our next speaker will be
Endee Shai k, foll owed by Daoud Di an
(phonetic).

| am seeing a Masoud All am
(phonetic) in here. Maybe we'll go
wi th Masoud All am next then.

SPEAKER: Hel | o.

MR. WANTTAJA: Hi, yes.

SPEAKER: Hi. Can you hear me?
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MR. WANTTAJA: Yes, we can hear

you.
SPEAKER: Yes, sir. Good

afternoon, guys. M nane is Masoud

Al lum and | have been driving taxi,

yellow taxi from 2007. And we really
need a raise because the expenses and
everything just went too high. The
exanpl e that the car cash, | used to
do it before the pandemc, was | think
$12. Now it's high to $24. And like
all those expenses now is tw ce anmount
what ever we used to pay before the
pandem c.

And the noney we make, it
doesn't cover all those expenses. And
the gas prices, out of control. I
drive one of the six cylinder vehicle
and every day | need |like 60-doll ar
gas. And to make $60, | need to bring
one JFK and take me |ike two hours
when we push the traffic to JFK
Airport like in rush hour.

And so | will say like

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




o o b~ W N

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

63

Comm ssion that we actually really
need a raise and that the Comm ssion
can do sonething --

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds
remai ni ng.

SPEAKER: -- smart. So we
cannot have the conpetition with Uber
and then suffer and -- and we can
survive that way so that the
Comm ssion can find out. And thank
you. Thank you so nmuch. Thank you
for everything. Thank you, sir.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for
your testinmony.

Our next speaker will be Souren
Manakat oua (phonetic), followed by
Mangi nder Singh (phonetic).

SPEAKER: Hell o, everyone. M
name i s Souren Manakatoua. |'m member
of New York Taxi Workers' Alliance. I
own and drive -- | own and drive a
medal | i on taxi since 1989. [|I'm
60 years old and have asthma and

prostate conmplications for | ast
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five years due to driving cab for |ong
hour s.

"' m requesting that NYC and New
York State should give us a retirement
I ncome because we ran the city |ike
every other City enployees, including
but not Iimted to fire, police,
sanitati on and MIA. Whom we pay SoO
much nmoney to run through our nose.

Our jobs are the nost hazardous
and dangerous. | didn't get much
benefits from |l oan forgi veness because
my | oan was only 200, 000. I
appreci ate the counselors calling me
every other nmonth, but it's not
hel ping me pay my | oan anount plus
ot her expenses because |I'm not driving
anynor e.

l'mat the mercy of brokers and
I nsurance conpani es who keep
exploiting me and us. There's a
monopoly for medallion insurance. It
cost over $10,000 a year to ensure

when owners cannot drive.
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When | went to sell ny
medal lion, it was one mllion dollars.
They said we will call you --

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds
remai ni ng.

SPEAKER: But they never called

me. But | heard they were selling
their medallions for one million. So
| hope you understand what |'m tal king

about. That's why there should be
owners at the sole center, drivers at
the sole center, should have owners to
get conpensated when they're old 55
age, and help them get cheaper

I nsur ance.

Any further inquiries or
guestions, you can reach me in the
e-mail or call the union. W ran the
city like no one else but still want
the credit we deserve.

Thank you all for your tinme and
pati ence.

TI MEKEEPER: Ti me has expired.

SPEAKER: May God bl ess us all.
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Thank you so much. Have a nice day.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for
your testinmony.

Our next speaker is Vangi nder
Singh, followed by Emdee Matal ab
(phonetic).

SPEAKER: Good nmor ni ng,
everyone. M nane is Vangi nder Singh.
Hel | 0?

MR. WANTTAJA: Hi, yes. We can
hear you.

SPEAKER: Good nor ni ng. My nanme
I s Vangi nder Singh, and |I'm supporting
the all -- to the Taxi Worker Alliance
and | add nmy comment, the toll at the
Verazano Bridge is by two way now. So
when we go to the Staten Island, the
customer pay us the way back, plus the
toll to go to Bronx. Also be --
should be to the -- paid to the round
trip toll to the driver to make his
I ncome nore.

Because sonmetinmes JFK i s busy,

and they |like to conme JFK and the
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ampunt of taxi at JFK is very high
right now. And plus we need the

I mmedi ate rai se because we are paying
li ke 30 to 40 percent everything high,
t han conpared to the 2012. Ri ght now,
I*'m are working 90-hour week to make
sure | make my |iving.

So thank you for your
supporting. Especially for the Taxi
and Li mousi ne Conm ssion, not to give
us 10-year rate. You know. And make
us al most bankrupt. So can you make
the rule. Cannot be happen again.

And every year revise the rates to the
I nflation.

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds
remai ni ng.

SPEAKER: So thank you to al
participating and that's all. Thank
you very much.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for
your testinony.

Our next speaker will be Endee

I slam followed by Daoum Di an
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(phonetic).

Endee |Islam you may unnmute your

m crophone and begin your testinony.
(No response.)

MR. WANTTAJA: One nmore call for
Emdee |Islam you may unnmute your
m crophone and begin your testinony.

(No response.)

MR. WANTTAJA: Ckay. W'l |l nmove
onto our next speaker, and Islam if
you are there, our next speaker wil
be Daoud Di an, followed by Endee
Mout al ab.

SPEAKER: Hey, how are you
doi ng. Thank you for the time. The
thing | wanted to mention was nore
from an investor perspective and
related to making sure the medal lion
val ue doesn't decline too nuch.

And so for exanple, two topics
on this, 1'"ll keep it short, is one
relates to the | ease cap. So for
exanpl e, the NYTWA just said that the

| ease cap should be | owered because
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they correctly said that instead of
two shift drivers, there's one shift
drivers. But if you reduce the | ease
caps, you are going to crush medallion
val ues. And you know, we can go into
the details later.

So some suggestions, while good,
actually have a negative inmpact on the
medal | i on value. And given the City
just gave 170,000 debt guarantee, that
al so puts the City guarantee at ri sk.

The other thing |I wanted to
mention was about this call for one
driver, one plate. MWhile |I understand
the logic behind it, obviously, if
sonebody's been driving a TLC pl ated
car for 10 years, they should have the
opportunity to have their own plate.

In terms of the yell ow cab
I ndustry, and I'Ill talk about it nore
tomorrow in more |engthy testinmony or
nore detailed testinmony, is that if
you open the FHV |license pause, the

medal I i on value is going to be
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crushed. So the only thing | wanted
to highlight, obviously in two m nutes
it's hard to go over all of this, is
some of the --

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds
remai ni ng.

SPEAKER: While some of the
suggestions are well intentioned, it
can have very negative inmpacts on the
medal Il i on value. And if the City just
guar ant eed medal | i on debt for
perspective medallion investors, we
need to see very clear guidance on
ki nd of the path forward for vehicle
caps and what not .

Anyways, thank you very much for
your attention. Appreciate it.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for
your testimony.

And we are going to try Endee
| slam one nore time here.

SPEAKER: Hel | 0?

MR. WANTTAJA: Hel | o.

SPEAKER: Can you hear ne?
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MR. WANTTAJA: Yes. We can hear
you. You can begin your testinony.

SPEAKER: Thank you very much
for the opportunity to explain
my opi nion.

Actually, | work for Uber, Lyft
and Carb (phonetic). So the driver --
| need to know, | conmplete the fare,
Uber take about -- tax and the end of
the year they don't provide us that
tax information and -- driver, |
shoul d know before accepting a fare,
where | go, how much |I'm going to
make, how long it take. Why Uber and
Lyft, they don't provide this
I nformation.

And al so, | got another concern
about -- now Uber going to charge the
customer | ook |ike 200, they provide
us only 40-dollar or 50-doll ar and
there is no rules and regul ati ons.
They charge and take nmore | ook |ike 45
person to 78 person noney from - -

we -- rates, they don't provide us any
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type of conpensation or anything. And
| got another concern.

| drive also Carb. What they're
doi ng, they also take comm ssion from
me and that's --

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds
remai ni ng.

SPEAKER: And | think -- the
rental company, they're -- | think
they need to also bring us rules and
regul ation for renting a car
because -- make renting high any tinme.
There is no rules and regul ation. And
driver are suffering any time they
give you high. So this is nmy concern.

Thank you very much.

MR. WANTTAJA: Thank you for
your testimony.

And | am | ooking at the I|ist,
and it appears that was the | ast
speaker for today's hearing. Thank
you, everybody, so much for your
testimony. Once again, | would just

encour age everybody wat chi ng,
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i stening and who has participated, to
pl ease fill out the driver expense
survey that we will be sending out
today. That will be incredibly useful
to us as we set the taxi meter rate of
fare, in addition to all the great
testi nony you provided today.

And again, tonorrow, we've got
our hearing on FHV driver pay. So if
you have thoughts on what we shoul d
set the FHV driver rates of pay,
pl ease participate in that hearing
t omorrow.

Thank you to our Comm ssioners
for joining us today, and thank you
all for participating.

(TIME NOTED: 11:22 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF NEW YORK)
. SS

COUNTY OF SUFFOLK)

|, Elbia Baires, a Notary Public within
and for the State of New York, do hereby certify:

| reported the proceedings in the
within-entitled matter, and that the within
transcript is a true record of such proceedings to
the best of nmy ability.

| further certify that I am not rel ated
to any of the parties to this action by bl ood or
marriage; and that | amin no way interested in
the outcome of this matter.

| N W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set

my hand this 30th day of May, 2022.

b (B

Elbia Merino (Baires)
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