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MR. JIHA: Good morning. Welcone
t he Taxi and Li nousi ne Comm ssion. Let
record reflect that we have a quorum for

meeti ng.

to
t he

t he

Today, the Comm ssion will vote on a

rul es package to repeal the requirement

t hat

certain taxi owners nust purchase the Taxi of

Tomorrow. And then a vote on a rules package

to i nplenment the accomwdati ons fromthe TLC

i nvestigation of taxi brokers, which occurred

in 2019.

Bill, would you Iike to add anyt hi

ng?

MR. HEI NZEN: Good norning. Thank you.

| did want to mention that the Chi
Chapl ai n Archbi shop Hartman for TLC's

Enf orcenent has had some health i ssues

ef

| ately. And | just wanted to say to him and

to his famly, that we are all keeping you in

our thoughts and we wi sh you the best.
just ask that people do keep himin thei

t hought s.

So, |

r

As Comm ssioner Ji ha mentioned, today

the TLC will vote on a package of rules

flow fromthe broker investigation that

t hat
Mayor
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de Bl asio ordered this summer and that TLC
wor ked on, along with our partners at
Department of Finance and Department of

Wor ker and Consumer Protection. W think
that these broker and agent rules wil
greatly increase the amount of transparency
in the process and information. And
information that's available not only to
potential medallion purchasers, but also
information that's available to TLC and t hat
will help us to audit and evaluate the health
of the industry. Our new business practices
accountability unit will play a key role,
both in collecting and analyzing this

i nformati on, doing periodic audits of the

i ndustry and al so feeding that information
into TLC | eadership so that that information
is fully incorporated into our

deci si on- maki ng process.

These rules, as we have said, are just
one part of a larger effort. And this effort
t hat we have taken to try to help and to
stabilize the medallion industry stretches

back over a few years after the first major
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di sruptions done by the apps. As you know,
for many years TLC | acked the power to mmc
t he number of for-hire vehicle |licenses and
we have had that power since 2018. And we
have seen that the overall nunber of |icensed
drivers and vehicles, both of which had hit
record highs, have begun to decline. And
this, conmbined with the increased
responsibilities that we have put on the apps
to provide trip and fare getting into the
City to pay their drivers fairly and to
provi de accessible service that made it

I mportant to bring nore stability, nore
predictability.

There's still a ot nore to be done for
the medallion industry and for all the
sectors that we regul ate. But we're |ucky --
| just want to point out to say, the City is
| ucky and the industry is lucky. W have
very intelligent and engaged comm ssi oners.
| can never say enough that those of us who
don't work for the City, they do not get
paid; they do this on a volunteer basis. And

t hese comm ssioners, some of them are
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selected by the mayor directly, some of them
are appointed on the recomendati on of the
different council, pro-delegations. But al
of them come together and they all -- we have
seen them over and over conme together, and

t hey make deci sions based on what's the best
interest of the City, nmostly the best

i nterest of the drivers and passengers. So,
| just want to thank them We're also |ucky
t hat Comm ssioner Jiha agreed to serve as
acting chair despite having at |east one

ot her day job. So, we appreciate that very
much.

Also | just want to thank the drivers
of the small businesses who we regul ate and
who have conme to these hearings, never
failing to tell us what's on their m nd and
to help improve our decision-nmaking process.
And finally, just thanks to the great team at
TLC, who, during a period of transition
that's stretched out a little | onger than we
t hought it would, have done -- you nore than
kept things going. | think, in ternms of

sustainability and resiliency, you've
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denonstrated that you have that many, many,
many times over, so thank you for that.
(Appl ause.)
MR. WLSON: Okay. And then on to the
busi ness, which will be a relatively short
meeti ng.
The first item for action is approval
of the m nutes from October 30, 2019.
Does anyone nmove?
(Hand gestures.)

MR. W LSON: Anyone second?
(Hand gestures.)

MR. WLSON: All in favor?
(Hand gestures.)

MR. W LSON: And so, the m nutes are
approved. The next itemis base approvals.
And | see that Fabian is here.

MR. CANCEL: Good norning,

Comm ssi oners. My name i s Fabian Cancel. I
am the Director of the Base and the Business
Unit. | have fifty base renewal s and change
applications presented for your approval.

MR. W LSON: Does anyone nmove?

MR. JIHA: So npved.
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MR. W LSON: Anyone second?

MR. SORRENTI NO: (Hand gesture.)

MR. WLSON: AlIl in favor.

(Hand gestures.)

MR. W LSON: Thank you. The next item
on the agenda is the rules repealing
requi rements that certain medallion taxi cabs
be hack-up with the Taxi of Tonmorrow
vehicles. These rules were originally
published in the City Record on
September 30, 2019, with a coment deadl i ne
of October 30, 2019. A public hearing was
held on these rules on October 30, 20109. No
written coments were received and no changes
wer e proposed to the rules follow ng the
initial publication. As required by CAPA,
the final rule was posted on the Comm ssion's
website and provided to the comm ssioners on
January 31, 2020.

Does anyone nove?

MR. SORRENTI NO: (Hand gesture.)
W L SON: Does anyone second?

JI HA: Second.

3 3

W L SON: All in favor?
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(Chorus of ayes.)

MR. WLSON: Okay. They pass.

The next item on the agenda is the
revision for the Taxicab Broker and Agent
rules, which established the investigation
into Taxi Brokers that occurred in md-2019,
as Acting Comm ssion Heinzen described.
These rules were published in the City Record
on September 30, 2019, with a comment
deadl i ne of October 30, 2019. A public
heari ng was held on these rules on
Oct ober 30, 2019. A nunber of written
comments were received, all of which were
provided to the conm ssioners follow ng the
public hearing based on feedback fromthe
public and stakehol ders.

The staff recommended the foll ow ng
changes be made to the rules, as originally
proposed. Brokers are required to disclose
empl oyees at the time of application. The
revisions will require that brokers cannot
collect a fee in respect of a transfer in
whi ch they have an interest, unless they have

made proper disclosures to buyer and seller.
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The changes were made to clarify that brokers
may have separate contracts for buyers and
sellers, but all that's included in the
requi rement disclosures. To clarify, the
brokers has a duty to disclose known |iens
and encumbrances from wheel chair accessi bl e
vehi cl e hack-up requirements to purchasers.
Permtted exceptions to the requirenment for
pronpt paynment funds due to broker's client
when funds are being held under an escrow
created for a particular purpose is
cul mnated on clients responsibility for an
(1 naudi bl e).

And finally, the revisions would extend
t he period by which an agent nmust give notice
to an order of a change and the | ease payment
woul d be sixty days before the change. As
requi red by CAPA, the final rules was posted
to the Comm ssion's website and provided to
the comm ssioners on January 30, 2020.

Does anyone nmopve?

MR. SORRENTI NO: So nmoved.

MR. W LSON: Okay. Anyone second?

MS. POLANCO: Second.
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MR. WLSON: AlIl in favor?
(Hand gestures.)

MR. WLSON: Okay. That's passed. And
| think that's it. | think we have a notion
to adjourn.

(Hand gestures.)

MR. WLSON: Okay. The neeting is

concluded. It is now 10:21.

TI ME ADJOURNED: 10:21 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF NEW YORK)
. SS
COUNTY OF QUEENS)

|, Sabrina Brown Stewart, a shorthand
reporter within and for the State of New York, do
hereby certify that the within is a true and
accurate transcript of the statement taken on
February 5, 2020.

| further certify that I amnot related to
any of the parties to this action by blood or by
marriage, and that | amin no way interested in the
outconme of this matter.

IN W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set ny
hand this 5th day of February, 2020.

Dabruta Brown— awart”

Sabrina Brown Stewart
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