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PROCEEDI NGS

MS. SCOTT: Good norning. Today's
Public Hearing is about to begin.

This hearing is being conducted
remotely, via Zoom and is being
simul casted to the TLC's website, live
stream and Facebook accounts. All
persons wishing to testify were asked to
sign-up in advance of the hearing.

Al'l regi stered speakers are joining
the nmeeting via Zoom I f you're
speaki ng today, your audio and video
were automatically muted.

When your name is called, the
moderator will activate your account and
you will have control of your camera and
m crophone. \When ready, please state
your name and affiliation, and then
proceed with your testinmony.

Public testimony will be Iimted to
three m nutes per speaker. Any
additional comments may be submtted in
writing to the Comm ssion. \When your
testinony is conplete, your audio and

video will be muted by the noderator.
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A special note for our registered
speakers:

Pl ease ensure that your display nane
in the Zoom meeting matches the nane
t hat you used when you signed up to
speak. This will enable the moderator
to confirmthat you are present in the
meeti ng.

Cl osed captioning is avail able for
today's neeting. Consecutive
interpretation is also avail abl e.

During the sign-up process, individuals
were asked if they require | anguage

assi stance. A Spanish interpreter and a
Chi nese Mandarin interpreter have been
made avail abl e.

|f you are using an interpreter,
when your nanme is called, please speak
and the interpreter will repeat your
testimony in English.

Thank you for your attention.

Pl ease hold until we are ready to begin.

We will repeat this message in
Spani sh and Chi nese Mandari n.

Spani sh I nterpreter, please go

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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ahead.

(Message repeated in Spanish.)

MS. SCOTT: Thank you, Spanish
| nt erpreter.

Chi nese Mandarin Interpreter, please
go ahead.

(Message repeated in Chinese
Mandarin.)

MS. SCOTT: Thank you to our Chinese
Mandarin interpreter.

| will now yield the floor to our
Comm ssi oner and Chair, David Do.

Chair Do: Great. Well, good
mor ni ng, everyone and | want to first
t hank our fellow Comm ssioners for
joining us this morning, including
Comm ssioner Mtchell, Conmm ssioner
Aguado, Conmm ssioner Sorrentino, and
Comm ssi oner Vel asquez.

| also want to thank our TLC team
members who make this public run very
smoothly and they're also listening in
and taking anple notes for us to review
inalittle bit.

Before we officially begin, | also

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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want to thank Comm ssioner Kest for
serving on this Comm ssion since 2018.
Recently, he has nmoved into a sabbati cal
and so he has left a strong conm t nent
to this industry and a strong | egacy
within the TLC.

So, | thank himfor his service.

Next, | want to talk a little bit
about the lawsuit that has recently
transpired, and | want to reassure our
Uber and Lyft drivers that despite | ast
week's court ruling blocking the new
m ni mum pay standard, we're continuing
our efforts to enact this inportant
st andar d.

And when the judge released his
written ruling yesterday, it made cl ear
that this was just a technical delay and
not a defeat, and we're considering all
of our options and will be deciding our
next steps soon and we'll let the
community know very soon. The question
is not if we will continue to push and
fight this, but how we do it.

And so now | would |like to take the

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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opportunity to go into the purpose of
this meeting today, is to listen to you
-- all of you at our two public

heari ngs.

The first public hearing will be on
t he proposed amendment on our Medallion
Rel i ef Program rules.

The rule is to change the
eligibility of the Medallion Relief
Program so that medallions (sic) with
six or fewer medallions can participate
in the program The current rule | ays
out that five or fewer can participate.

And before we get into that, | also
want to give everyone an update on the
MRP+ program

We have refinanced over 1,700 | oans
and forgiven over $300, 000, 040 worth of
debt. Medallion owners can stil
participate in this program and the
deadline to sign-up with the ODRC is
next week, January 17th. And to
partici pate, please email
driversupport@ |l c.nyc.gov. Again,

that's drivers --

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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driversupport@ | c.nyc. gov.

You can also reach out to the
owner -driver resource center through
phone at 718-391-5511. Again, that's
718-391-5511 or emaill
driversupport@|l c.nyc. gov.

The second public hearing is on the
rule to issue up to 1,000 new for-hire
vehicle |icenses to battery electric
vehicl es only.

Up to 400 will be avail able on a
first come, first served basis to anyone
who meets the license criteria. So,
that's anyone -- all right -- and -- and
then there is 600 that will be
restricted to individual drivers.

These individual non-transferable
licenses will provide drivers | easing
their vehicles an opportunity to own
t heir vehicles.

Today, it is a public hearing to
hear from all of you, but we will not be
voting on these two rules today. The
soonest that these rules could be

adopted by the Comm ssion is at the next

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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schedul ed neeting on January 25t h.

| f and when the electric vehicle
license rules is passed, we will release
an industry notice detailing the
application process for these |licenses.
We will also publicize the process
t hrough social media and our website.

| f you're considering a purchase of
an EV as a result of the pending rule,
pl ease, please, please -- this is very
i mportant -- wait until the TLC
announces the application process. Do
not buy your vehicle yet.

And at this point, I'll now hand it
over to our general counsel, Sherryl
Eluto, to becone the first public
hearing on the proposed changes to the
MRP+ program

Sherryl .

MS. ELUTO: Good norning. \When |
call your name, you can un-mute your
m crophone and begin your testinony.

Each speaker will be allotted three
m nutes to speak. The time [imt wll

be strictly enforced. A 30 second

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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warning will be provided and then you
will need to conclude your testinony
when your time limt is up.

The video of this hearing and copies
of all written comments will be provided
to the Comm ssioners prior to the vote

on these rules at the next Conmm SSi on

meeti ng.
And with that, we will begin our
public hearing and I will call on our

first speaker.

First speaker is Mohammed Taj ol
| sl am

SPEAKER: Hi. Good norning. M
name is MD Islam |'m owner of
(indiscernible) LLC. M medallion is
(i ndi scernible).

| bought this medallion in 2014 for

$807,000. So, | protect two lines from
(i ndiscernible) -- and that's from
Barcel ona -- (indiscernible).

My | oan, (indiscernible), $567,000
ri ght now and Barcel ona, 138,000. And
ri ght now, (indiscernible) is not

allowing me for -- to do the MRP because

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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| have a second | oan

|*'ma driver-owner. |'mdriving for
27 years. These (indiscernible) were
created for drivers |ike me. If you're
allowing up to six medallions for
busi nessmen, please make some rule for
two | oans.

This is a lot -- there is a |ot of
drivers like me that are with two | oans.
Since you are able to take care of owner
with up to six medallions, |I'm kindly
asking you to include driver-owner |ike
me that have two | oans.

That's all | have to say. Thank
you.

MS. ELUTO: All right. Thank you
for your conments.

Our next speaker is Shamay Al bachafi
(phonetic).

(No response.)

MS. SCOTT: Actually, our next
speaker will be Peter Mazer.

MS. ELUTO. Okay. M. Mazer.

SPEAKER: ' m here.

Ckay. Good norning, Chairperson Do

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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and menmbers of the Comm ssion.

My name is Peter Mazer, general
counsel to the Metropolitan Taxicab
Board of Trade, a 70-year-old
associ ation representing owners and
operators of licensed medallion
t axi cabs.

The Medal i on Relief Program has
hel ped many small business owners
restructure their medallion | oan debt.
Today, the TLC is proposing a change in
the eligibility requirements.

We support the TLC s proposal to now
include owners of up to six medallions
in the program We also urge the
Comm ssion --

(Di sruption in transm ssion.)

MS. ELUTOC: M. Mazer, you're muted.

SPEAKER: Oh, | see. Okay -- great.
Let me pick up where |I left --

Today, the TLC is proposing a change
in the eligibility requirements. W
support the TLC s proposal to now
i nclude owners of up to six nmedallions

in the program

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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We al so urge the Comm ssion to take
additional steps to keep this program
open so that nore borrowers can

partici pate and additional |enders can

consi der the advantages of participating

in this program We would further
encour age the Comm ssion to allow any
medal I i on owner to participate,

irrespective of the number of medallions

t hey may own.

Every medal | i on owner faces an
ongoi ng financial crisis, whether they
own one medallion or sonme greater
number .

The medal i on taxicab industry has

not recovered from the pandem c.

Thousands of medallions -- cabs remain

off the road due to a | ack of avail abl e

drivers, the unavailability of vehicle

financi ng, or econom c uncertainty. No

medal | i on owner who woul d ot herwi se
qualify for participation in the
Medal I i on Relief Program should be | eft
behi nd sinply because they have an

ownership interest in nmore than six

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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medal | i ons.

We urge the Comm ssion to open the
programto any medallion owner in need
of debt relief and to keep the program
open as long as there remains a need for
the program and resources are avail abl e.

Thank you for your tinme and
consi deration, and | would be happy to
answer any questions you may have.

MS. ELUTO: Thank you for your
comments and that concludes our first
publ i c hearing.

We will now begin our second public
hearing on FHV electric vehicle |licenses
for individuals.

OQur first speaker is Bhairavi Desai.

(No response.)

MS. ELUTO. Okay. | don't see --
apparently we're having tech issues.

Al'l right. M. Mazer, we're going
to go back to you cause you're our
second speaker --

SPEAKER: Oh - -

MS. ELUTO. -- so good you're still

on.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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SPEAKER: Okay. Thank you. You can
hear me, right?

MS. ELUTOC: Yes.

SPEAKER: Good norning again. M
name i s Peter Mazer, general counsel to
the Metropolitan Taxicab Board of Trade.

The TLC i s now consi dering
modi fications to the cap on the issuance
of new for-hire vehicle permts by
all owi ng an additional 1,000 new FHV
permts to be issued, as long as the
vehicles attach these permts on
el ectric vehicles.

As of December 30, 2022, there were
74,396 permts issued to vehicles
affiliated with Uber and Lyft, and
anot her 19,000 for-hire vehicle permts
issued to cars affiliated with livery
and bl ack car bases.

At a time when the City and state
are planning to address congestion in
the central business district through a
tolling system one may wonder why
addi ng an additional 1,000 for-hire

vehi cl es on our already crowded streets

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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I's necessary. It is not clear fromthe
statenment of basis and purpose that the
TLC has consi dered the need for

addi tional for-hire vehicles to be

pl aced in service.

The medal lion industry supports the
goals of the City and state to pronote
the use of electric vehicles. Medallion
fl eet owners would be willing to
i ncorporate electric vehicles into their
fleets if certain hurdles could be
over come.

First, the cost of the vehicle and
the |l ack of financing available to nmost
medal | i on owners needs to be addressed.
Medal | i on owners and operators sinmply
cannot afford the burden of purchasing
new expensive vehicles. A programto
provide incentives to support the
purchase of electric vehicles would be
hel pful in this regard.

Second, the problem of avail able
infrastructure nmust be addressed.
Significant incentives nust be

undertaken to i ncrease the nunmber of

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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charging stations available to taxis. A
vastly increased electric fleet would
require both substantially nore charging
stations, as well as nore facilities to
repair and maintain electric vehicles.

The yell ow cab industry is excited
to partner with the City and will work
side by side to make an i ncreased
electric vehicle fleet a reality. W
share the goals of the City to pronmote a
cl eaner environment and healthier City.

To this end, we believe a better
approach would be to work with existing
| i censees, both in the taxicab and in
the for-hire industries, to meet these
goal s by replacing existing vehicles
with electric cars, acconmplishing the
City's goals without increasing traffic
congestion.

Thank you again for your time and
consi deration, and | would be happy to
answer any questions you may have.

MS. ELUTO:. Thank you M. Mazer.

Our next speaker is Andrew

Gr eenbl att.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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SPEAKER: Good morning. M name is
Andrew Greenblatt and I'mthe Policy
Director of the I ndependent Drivers
Guild. Thank you for this opportunity
to testify before you today regarding
t he proposed creation of 1,000 |icenses
for electric vehicles.

The | ndependent Drivers Guild is a
nonprofit affiliate of the International
Associ ation of Machinists and Aerospace
Wor kers, and our organization represents
over 100,000 for-hire vehicle drivers in
New York State.

We thank the TLC again for |istening
to drivers' concerns. | DG has al ways
mai nt ai ned that an inportant piece of a
stable and thriving FHV industry is for
drivers to be able to own their own
vehicles with TLC |icenses.

The current cap on |icenses has
created a shortage forcing many drivers
to | ease vehicles. This nmeans that
firms that | ease these vehicles are able
to take a cut of drivers' pay while

keeping them from buil ding any equity in

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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their own cars. There is a better way
and this proposal would be an inportant
first step.

To enpower drivers and help
stabilize these workers and their
famly, all 1,000 new FHV |licenses for
electric battery vehicles should first
be offered to existing individual
drivers. Preference should be given to
drivers who are currently | easing and
di stributed on a seniority basis.

Why is this nunber Iimted to 600 in
the current proposal and why give any
applicant the ability to own up to 400
more TLC licenses on a first come, first
served basis?

In the unlikely event that 1,000
drivers don't step forward, the TLC
could then offer remaining |licenses to
others. \Who gets these licenses is no
smal |l matter.

The Drivers Guild research has found
that FHV drivers who rent their vehicles
i ncur $10, 000 per year nore in expenses

t han those who own their own cars and

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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| icenses. That could be the difference
bet ween m ssed rent paynments and a
stabl e home; between earning a living
wage and desperation.

El ectric vehicles are also cheaper
to operate. Fuel costs and repairs
could be as much as 40 percent |ower for
t hese workers. Electric vehicles are
the future and drivers should be the
first ones to have access to that
future.

Should the TLC want to encourage the
rest of the FHV industry to junp on the
el ectric bandwagon, we woul d encourage
the TLC to offer |l ower fees for electric
vehicle |icenses.

Thank you all for your hard work and
for giving us time to discuss this
matter with you.

MS. ELUTO:. Thank you -- thank you
for your conmments.

Our next speaker is Cira Angeles --
except | don't see her -- oh.

SPEAKER: Good nor ni ng,

Comm ssioners. M name is Cira Angeles,

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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a spokesperson for the Livery Base
Owners Associ ati on.

Today's testimony is in opposition
to the TLC rul es presented today.

| f adopted, these rules will only
further injure the livery sector, which
has been in a prolonged state of
emergency since 2018. Wth this rule,
TLC has once again m ssed an opportunity
to support the imm grant owned small
mom and- pop busi nesses we represent.

First, livery opposes the
restriction that reserves all 1,000
| icenses created by this rule to
electric vehicles. While we support the
transition to EVs on our City roads, the
I naccessi ble cost in maintenance for EVs
for our drivers creates an absolutely --
wi th absolutely zero charging station in
t he outer boroughs, creates an
unrealistic pathway.

We need for nonelectric vehicles or
hybrids to be considered al so.

Second, in the manner in which these

new | i censes are disbursed does not hing

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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to address the massive need for new
licenses for the livery sector. W have
experienced al nost 80 percent decline.

Reserving 600 individual |icenses
for EVs that our drivers cannot afford
to own, maintain, or charge -- another
400 on a first come, first served basis
-- can only allow corporate entities
t hat can go and buy up to 400, and then
the rest that our drivers cannot afford
-- and work in the central business
district in congested zones -- further
hurting our industry.

As is, this rule will fail to bring
the green revolution to the outer
boroughs as that purport to do.

Third, we believe an annual review
license ignores the extreme emergency of
the need for nore licenses for the
l'ivery sector.

In 2015, we -- the TLC reported over
21,000 licenses in the livery sector.
Today, as per your report of 2022, we
only have over 3,900. W've |ost out of

494 bases, 238 businesses that had to

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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close their doors under the TLC s wat ch.

We urge the Comm ssion to keep the
six-month review for |icenses, as they
were created by City Council in 2018, to
keep a close watch as to the side
effects of this one-size-fits-all
policy.

Lastly, we reject the TLC plan to
cease issuing licenses to drivers with a
|l ong-term | ease in effect prior to 2018
with --

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds remai ning.

SPEAKER: -- a |lease to buy option.
The City Council group was created to
assi st our drivers.

We would like to work -- we are
willing to work with the TLC, but to
conti nue noving forward, we cannot have
all the debt stacked against us. W
have survived the pandem c and its
econom c decline and still manage to
serve our communities.

We are asking for the TLC to be our
partner in supporting our sector, our

drivers, and the passengers that we

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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transport in New York City. W hope
future proposed rules --

TI MEKEEPER: Ti me has expired.

SPEAKER: -- take our industry into
consi der ati on.

Thank you.

MS. ELUTO: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Mchele Dottin.

(No response.)

MS. ELUTO. Ms. Dottin, un-nmute your
mc -- okay.

SPEAKER: Good norni ng, Conmm ssioner
Do and Comm ssioners. Happy New Year to
you. We're starting off with a bang,
see.

Wth regard to the 1,000 BEV pl ates
-- you're proposing the issue -- |I'm
ki ndly asking that you put a portion of
those to drivers who have been | easing
and renting before the noratorium set in
-- who have spent about 65 to $108, 000
on those vehicles, who now cannot do
anything with themand is forced to
continue renting, as well if they chose

to stay with those plates, have to pay
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t he | easing conpanies for the insurance
in order to continue to operate.

It is totally unfair. Those
drivers, unfortunately when they signed
t hose contracts, did not realize that
t hose plates did not come with the car
and | think turning around those pl ates
continues to add nmore cars through the
| easi ng system i nstead of keeping
numbers at a | ower pace -- those plates
to the drivers who earned it.

Spendi ng $108, 000 for a Canry that's
20,000 is ridiculous, right? So, again,
we're taking food fromthe famlies --
we're taking food fromtheir nouths. W
can actually put some of those plates to
those drivers who surely earn it or take
the ability fromthe | easing conmpany to
continue reusing -- recycling those
plates -- and give it to the drivers who
have earned it, as well as the EVs.

The first preference should go to
t hose driver -- those grandfathered
drivers who have been in this system

bef ore 2018. They should have a
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preference. All 1,000 should go to the
drivers.

We need to continue showi ng that you
have given us drivers -- FHV drivers --
concern over their income. They're
suffering with all of these fees that
t hey have to pay.

Al'l of these, you know, comnpanies
t hat know and come and predatory (sic),
and exploit these drivers, we need to
show that these 1,000 should go to
drivers both first who have been | easing
and renting, and then to new requests
because they can't afford to get a new
car right now. They're already paid an
exor bitant ampunt on that.

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds renai ning.
SPEAKER: At IDG -- Independent
Drivers Guild -- we fight for the rights
of these drivers and we continue to

fight.

We're asking that this is something
that's very inportant to the drivers and
it will show that you care about their

i ndi vi dual earnings -- that they keep
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the noney in their pocket and now can
utilize those cars that they paid so
much nmoney for.

Thank you, Comm ssioners. Please,
pl ease, please think about the drivers
first. Have a great day.

MS. ELUTO: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Adalisa Paeto
(phonetic.)

Ms. Paeto -- yes -- okay.

SPEAKER: Good morning -- good
mor ni ng, Comm ssioners. Thank you for
this opportunity.

My name is Adalisa Paeto --

(i ndiscernible) -- Taxi Union Drivers of
New York. We are pleased that the
pl ates are being released for drivers.

| had a meeting with Comm ssi oner Do
| ast year about this point, but our
concern is that we have so many drivers
that are struggling, paying |easing for
pl ates that they should ve gotten if
this rule was not in effect.

Our main concern is that the drivers

t hat have those issues and that are

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




© 00 N oo o b~ w NP

N N N N NN P P PP PP PR R
g A W N P O © © N O U A W N P O

In Re Comm ssion Hearing NYC - Taxi & Linousine Comm ssion

January 11, 2023

27

paying -- they're | easing |eading and
bei ng overcharged by these | easing
conmpani es -- should be taken into

consi deration when it comes to the plate
rel ease.

We understand that we want to help
our environment and we want to nove
forward into electric cars, so in the
future, and future years, we have nore
el ectric cars on the road, so that will
hel p our environment.

But right now, we have thousands of
drivers struggling with this issue that
they are either overpaying the | easing
conpani es because they're not allowed to
have plates or they have a car parked in
t he garage and paying for that garage,
and then at the sane tinme, they are
renting a car fromoutside in order to
wor k.

So, we urge the Comm ssioner to work
with these drivers first to see how can
we solve their issues to help the
i ndustry and to help them and then nove

forward into seeing if there's any
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possibility for those drivers -- or even
those that are willing to -- going into
the EV plates will take care of the

drivers that are struggling right now
because it's hurting them

lt's hurting their famly with this
econom c crisis that we have right now.
It will be really a good help for them
to be able to bring nore earnings to
their home instead of giving nost of
their earnings to the | easing conpanies
and the conpanies that are renting cars
when t hey have one that is not being
able to be used.

Like I said, we are happy about the
pl ate rel ease. We just want the
Comm ssioners to think about those
drivers that --

TI MEKEEPERS: 30 seconds remai ni ng.

SPEAKER: -- have been struggling --
t hat have been struggling with the plate
i ssues for so long and try to work out
with them before releasing the EV plaits
pl ates to other drivers.

And thank you very nuch and have a
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good day.

MS. ELUTO:. Thank you.

Our next speaker is Ron G .

SPEAKER: Hell o, Comm ssioners.

Good nmorning. Thank you for taking the
time out to have this hearing.

" m just speaking in regards to the
l uxury |imusine sector since that's the
part that | belong in.

In my opinion, first of all, I think
it's great that the TLC is all owi ng
drivers to get their own plates with
electric vehicles. However, as an owner
of a luxury |limusine base, we cater
towards a certain type of traveler.

One of those needs that they have
tends to be that they want | arger
vehicles, such as an Escal ade, whet her
it's for business or pleasure.

Currently, in the market, there's
really no substitution for electric
vehicl es such as an Escal ade, so,
therefore, in regards to the pause, |
feel that the luxury |linmusine bases

should be allowed to, you know, buy
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t hese kind of vehicles -- the Escal ades
that are still fuel combustion
engines -- until a suitable replacenment

Is out on the market.

|*'m not sure if you guys are aware,
but there's only about 1,600 plates that
are registered to the TLC | uxury
Il i mousi nes and that's only about two
percent -- not even two percent of the
110, 000 pl ates that are currently on the
road.

We're a very small sector, which is
conprised purely of small bases. Most
of these bases have 20 cars or |ess, and
not all of themare affiliated with --
are owned by the bases. They're -- you
know, they use independent contractors.

Wth the pause, it has been very
difficult to grow our businesses and it
still continues to be a challenge to
t hi s day.

While | think it's great that, you
know, the EV -- you know, we're able to
get electric vehicles back on the road,

| ask that the TLC reconsi der our sector
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as, you know, we don't have that pause
so that we can actually be able to grow
our businesses.

We're not going to scale our
conpani es to, you know, have 50,000 cars
on the road. You know, one or two
vehicles a year will make a big
difference in me being able to grow ny
busi ness.

In short, while |I do think that the
electric is the future, at the current
time, | do urge that the TLC reconsi der
that we do get a chance to buy, you
know, our permts for fuel combustion
engi nes, whether it's through an
all ot ment of say, you know, a car or two
a year -- a plate or two a year.

But, again, we're a very snmall
sector. We don't -- we're not | ooking
to, you know, crowd the roads. W're
not | ooking to grow our businesses to be
t he next Uber or Lyft --

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds renai ning.

SPEAKER: -- and we just want to,

you know, be able to contribute to our
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communi ties.

We -- you know, conpanies such as
m ne does take care -- you know, we do
conmpensate our chauffeurs very well. W

also pay for all the expenses. They
don't -- you know, they don't pay for
any fuel, tolls, repairs.

So, again, it's just a small sector
that |1'm basically just putting it out
there and | guess that's pretty nmuch it.
So, thank you so much for your tinme.

MS. ELUTO: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Astarling
Martinez (phonetic) and we need the
Spani sh interpreter.

(No response.)

MS. ELUTO. M. Martinez, un-nute
your mcC.

(No response.)

MS. ELUTO:. Interpreter, maybe you
can tell M. Martinez to un-nute his

m crophone.

SPEAKER: | would rather not give an
opi ni on. | just would want to |isten.
MS. ELUTO. Oh, okay. It took ne a
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second to figure out -- okay.

Al'l right. Thank you then. So, no
comment s?

SPEAKER: No, | don't have any
comrent s.

MS. ELUTO. Okay. Thank you, sir.
Yes, you can listen to the whole
heari ng.

Our next speaker then is Tenzen
Del ek (phonetic).

(No response.)

MS. ELUTOC: M. Del ek, you can
un-mute your m crophone.

SPEAKER: Hell o, everyone. This is
Tenzen Del ek speaki ng. ' m currently an
Uber/Lyft driver, so I"'mrenting from
the -- renting from (indiscernible).

Currently, my weekly paynment is 500.
Now, it's -- the car is very old and it
Is also, | have to |like maintain | ot of
things and also | have to feed nmy famly
weekl y.

This is -- like, | don't even make
l'i ke -- just pay for the car. | don't

put any nmoney on ny (indiscernible) -- 1
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do without -- w thout ny plate.

So, | want to -- TLC, please, |
understand for the drivers to give a new
pl ate and that's ny own hope to get a
plate. That's all | want to say.

Thank you.

MS. ELUTO: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Gabri el
Her nandez.

(No response.)

MS. ELUTO: M. Hernandez, un-nute
your m cC.

SPEAKER: Hell o, can you hear nme?

MS. ELUTO. Yes -- yes, we can hear
you.

SPEAKER: Thank you very nuch.

Al'l right. Hello, everyone. M
name i s Gabriel Hernandez and |I'm here
to share ny testinony.

| believe that allowi ng new TLC
pl ate vehicle will not create nore
congestion on the street on New York --
five boroughs. The amount of drivers
are the same whether they rent or buy.

Newer electric cars driven by the
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drivers also means safer cars on the
road than the ones rented at the garage.

Everyone who doesn't have a TLC
pl ate should be eligible for at | east
one. Renting weekly is very expensive
and hard to get by. When drivers have a
pl ate, they can work | ess to make nore.
That al so neans |ess drivers that are
tired on the road as well.

When drivers work |l ess to earn nore,
it also means | ess stressed drivers on
t he road, which means drivers can have
happier famly life as well -- things
t hat are made conplicated because of the
rental corporations taking advantage of
drivers during a desperate situation.

If this justice is made, it would
not only change the life of the driver
and their famly, but it's very good for
the community of New York having newer
cars on the road as well. Less drivers
will be on the road cause they won't
have to work or sleep in their cars to
make ends neet, which will also help the

congesti on.
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Al'l the drivers are working all the
time. That creates more congestion. |f
you spend less time on the road, you
wi | I make enough, right -- not |ike
these 24/ 7 rental conmpanies. They're
li ke a mafi a. It's a nonopoly. They
don't have any growth for the drivers.
It just seens |ike a modern-day sl avery.

That's what | have to say. Thank
you for your time, guys.

MS. ELUTO. Thank you.

Our next speaker is Gurpal Singh.

SPEAKER: Hey, everyone and ny name
is Gurpal Singh. | am an Uber and Lyft
driver, so | am happy to hear -- to open
FHV |icense.

So, | was apply FHV license 2018 and
| got denied because of that car
deal ership. So, then it's hard to pay
rent for car and | keep paying rent
since 2016.

So, | hope that the TLC review al
application who got denied when this
happened in 2018. So, then -- and give

driver opportunity to have their own car
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and own pl ates.
So, that's all | say. Thank you.
MS. ELUTO. Thank you for your
commrent s.
Next up is Alasin Ali (phonetic).

(No response.)

MS. ELUTO: M. Ali, if you can
un-nmute your mc -- okay.

SPEAKER: Okay. Good norning. ' m
from Brooklyn. |1'm one of the TLC

driver since 2007.

| had a TLC plate, but unfortunately
| surrender nmy plate 2018. So, now | am
eager to get one of the TLC plate on the
new el ectric car so that | can maintain
my famly. Thank you.

MS. ELUTO:. Thank you.

Our next speaker is Rashan Jacody
(phonetic).

(No response.)

MS. ELUTOC: M. Jacody, if you could
un-mute your mc, you can begin.

(No response.)

MS. ELUTO. Sir, you have to un-nute

your m crophone.
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(No response.)

MS. ELUTO: All ri

to go onto the next

there it

goes.

You're un-nmuted --

SPEAKER: Hi -- (i

MS. ELUTOC:
Hi .

SPEAKER: My

Jacody.

MS. ELUTO: Yes.

SPEAKER: | bought

car. Before | bought

(indiscernible) for
we're allowed to buy t
car. | bought it, but
car.

tried

So, after |

TLC plate, but it not
"' m now excited for, |
mont hs of waiting for
now |I''m very happy for
opportunity for the 1,
regi stered.

So, |

would |ike t

with Tesl a.

speaker --

t he TLC.

ght. We're going

wait, no
great.

ndi scerni bl e).

Good norni ng.

name i s Rashan

a Tesla Model 3
the car, |
They sai d
he Tesla Model C

t he Tesla Model 3
to register the
regi stered. So,
| ke, the three
TLC plate. So,
t hat, we have
000 car

o drive for TLC

Thank you.
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MS. ELUTO: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Gertab Singh
(phonetic).

M. Singh.

SPEAKER: Yes, hell 0?

MS. ELUTO: Yes, hello. W can hear
you.

SPEAKER: Thank you so much for
giving sonme time to testinony.

| am a long-tinme driver with the TLC
driving a really long time -- over two
decades. | have my own medallion too,
whi ch we [ ost during the COVID.

| urge the Comm ssion, please
consider this for driver-owner drivers
who don't have enough access right now
to get the plates. So, you know, we
really, really need |license plates to
drive the TLC and earn enough noney.
That's my request.

Just please consider, like, driver
-- long-time -- they can get the |license
pl ates. Thank you.

MS. ELUTO:. Thank you.

Our next speaker is Daniel Gaval anos
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(phonetic).

(No response.)

MS. ELUTOC: M. Gaval anos, you can
un- mute your mc.

SPEAKER: Good morning, all.

MS. ELUTO: Good norning.

SPEAKER: My name is Dani el
Gaval anos. | ' m an Uber driver.

| know that we need to go green.
That's why we need the electric cars.
1,000 license plates is not enough. You
menti oned congestion -- too many cars.

Al'l we need to do is transition.
That's all we're doing. W' re not
addi ng new drivers. W just doing the
transition for the people who are
| easing cars and renting cars. That's
all we're doing. There's not going to
be nore congestion just because you're
going to issue a new |license.

So, | ask TLC to work with us. | am
hopi ng that they are on our side, not on
t he other side because 1,000 -- if you
| ook back, you mentioned that you issued

20, 000 plates, 70,000 plates. Mhat is
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1,000 plates a year to give to a driver?
| mean, that's -- that's ridicul ous
cause we're over here suffering.

| -- 1 used to make 100, 000 a year.
| lost my job so | decided to drive,
chose to make peanuts when we can make a

decent amount of noney to support a

famly, to pay our rent. Just |easing a
car, it costs me al nost $80,000. | pay
off the car. Now, | have to | ease the
pl at es. It's nonsense.

Either TLC give us the plates or
make the | easing conpany give us the
plate. | mean, TLC have to | ook at
t hose nunbers and they need to see
what's going on with the drivers'
renting, leasing the cars and see if we
deserve those pl ates.

Just because you're making a
deci si on based on congestion and you're
hol di ng back, you know, people to --
drivers to nove on and to have a better
life, and you're keeping the mnority
peopl e down instead of bringing them up.

So, how many -- how many |icenses

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




© 00 N oo o b~ w NP

N N N N NN P P PP PP PR R
g A W N P O © © N O U A W N P O

In Re Comm ssion Hearing NYC - Taxi & Linousine Comm ssion

January 11, 2023
42

have we i ssued back in the days and
never had a problem? Now, just because
you're going to issue 1,000 plates,
you're going to have congestion?

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds renmi ning.

SPEAKER: It doesn't make no sense.

So, | suggest that please, TLC,

i ssue plates as it comes, not once a
year. Thank you.

MS. ELUTO: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Gerable Zuhar
(phonetic).

SPEAKER: Hi. M name is Gerable
Zuhar. |'ve been driving for Lyft and
Uber since 2018 and |'ve been renting
since 2018.

The costs are a | ot because you
spend a | ot of noney just to rent a car.
| think every driver have a right to get
pl ate because | said -- like |I said
previous, the cost are a |l ot of you
can't make, |ike, nmoney.

| think creating new plates
doesn't -- doesn't -- doesn't cause a

congestion because it's just simly
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equal because those people, when they
own their own plates, they will not rent
cars. So, it's the sane.

So, those cars, they will stay by
their conpanies -- | mean, the renting
conpani es, so those driver, when they
have their own cars, they will not rent.
So, it's the sane.

It's the same and it's -- it's nore
conveni ent because they will not spend a
|l ot of times on the roads because when
you rent the car, you will spend nore
times driving because you just want to
fight to make some -- some noney because
the rents are expensive.

When you own the plates, you wil

drive |l ess and you will make nore nmoney
and you will be |less stressed. You wil
be happy with your famly -- a | ot of

positive things.

So, | think every driver have the
right to get plate and some drivers,
they work partial (sic) time but some
drivers, they work nmore, | think -- the

same. This is -- | hope they wll
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rel ease nore plates for drivers who are
renting cars and those compani es, they
are -- |like they take advantage. They
steal money. A lot of stories with
t hose conpanies, drivers, they know what
| ' m sayi ng.

Yeah, so please, like, release nore
pl ates for those people. Thank you.

MS. ELUTO: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Guseyn
| shankuliyev. |I'm sorry, | probably
messed that up

SPEAKER: No, that's good.

MS. ELUTO. ©h, okay.

SPEAKER: Thank you guys for

allowing me to speak. It's such an
honor .

So, | am a basketball trainer by ny
(indiscernible). | train, coach kids of

different ages, levels. But in nmy free
time, | do Uber and Lyft, which is on
average, 40 to 60 hours a week and |I'm
renting a car obviously, so | can't
really -- you know, | don't have my own

pl at es.
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| rent a car fromthe conmpany --

li ke Tower -- and just the basic math, |
have to -- my costs per week is $1,000
and | make, like, 1,300 or 400 -- Ilike

t hese days, which if you think about,
spending 40 to 50 hours, is kind of too
much | guess. Even you, you can think
about it.

And that's the only thing |I was
going to say, is just |I do it on ny
part-time -- on nmy free time, but that
woul d be a good opportunity for sonebody
l'i ke me who wants to be a stable member
of society -- make noney, pay taxes,
help famlies -- just be useful.

If 1'"m going to have an opportunity
li ke that -- have my own plates -- yeah,
just wanted to say that and | appreciate
you so much for this opportunity.

Thank you.

MS. ELUTO: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Harnon Prit
Si ngh (phonetic).

(No response.)

MS. ELUTO: M. Singh, un-nute your
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m crophone.

SPEAKER: Yeah, hi. How are you
guys doi ng?

| just would |like to say that the
new EV |icense should be given to the
drivers who are already |easing the
vehicles from the conpani es or sone
private guys -- or, you know, using
pl ates and having their own cars.

Pl ease bring these plates in the
hands of the working people, not to the
car place or like people who have four
or five cars -- or two cars -- and
peopl e who are not driving, they
shoul dn't have any pl ates.

| think the plates which are already
exi sting should be going to the people
who are working on the road every day,
not who are sitting at their honmes and
maki ng nmoney off it.

Thank you. That's it -- and pl ease
listen to the people, not to the big
conpanies. Please listen to the people.

MS. ELUTO:. Thank you for your

comments.
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Our next speaker is Rigzin Gurung.

(No response.)

MS. ELUTOC: M. Gurung, you can
un-nmute your m c and begin.

(No response.)

MS. ELUTO. Sir, you have --

SPEAKER: Hi .

MS. ELUTO: -- yeah, go ahead. Yes,
we can hear you

SPEAKER: Yes, hi. My name is
Ri gzin Gurung. Recently, my full-time
job is Uber and Lyft.

Recently, I'mleasing fromthe
rental company, so they are charging for
us. So, weekly, $450 for my car and $15
my insurance -- and even they charge a
| ot of nmoney for us, even with Lyft and
they call us during very bad conditions.
So, sometinmes brakes not properly
wor ki ng -- various issues for us.

If you go to service center -- car
auto shops are going to take a long time
-- three hours, four hours. W have
suffering those things.

| have two question to this:

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




© 00 N oo o b~ w NP

N N N N NN P P PP PP PR R
g A W N P O © © N O U A W N P O

In Re Comm ssion Hearing NYC - Taxi

January 11, 2023

& Li nousi ne Conm ssi on

48

If it is important to you, what the
application for us will be in, in
advance, how you can drive us people in
advance.

Number two, please publish the
informati on on how the license will be
di stributed fairly with our clear open
process. So, we want to -- so, most --
| want to request Conmm ssioners to
consider to drivers, please, so driver
are now (indiscernible) -- so | have to
seven days wor K.

| don't have the time for ny
fam | ies because | have to pay a | ot of

rent to those conpanies. Those

conpanies are -- I'mtelling you, those
are like illegally, like, a scam
company. | feel like that. Even t hey

are very rude and their service very
bad -- car is very bad.

So, please consider to the drivers
-- all drivers -- who are working hard.
So hard to work every day 14, 15 hours,
seven days. | don't have the time for

my famlies. Please consider to
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drivers.

Thank you for all.

MS. ELUTO. Thank you for your
coment .

SPEAKER: You're wel come.

MS. ELUTO. Our next speaker is Sona
Lama (phonetic).

SPEAKER: Hel l o, can you hear me?

MS. ELUTO: Hello -- yes, we can
hear you.

SPEAKER: Hi . Good nor ni ng,
everyone. My name is Sona Lama. l'"'m a
driver advocate. Moreover, |I'ma very
proud member of | ndependent Drivers
Gui | d.

| DG, | ndependent Drivers Guild, is
little off the -- all the drivers that |
woul d say, | eading driver organizations
in the nation, | represent over hundreds
of for-hire drivers in New York City and
advocate over 250 drivers across New
York, New Jersey, Connecticut,
Massachusetts, and Illinois -- Chicago.

| DG advocates for nore drivers than

any ot her organization throughout the
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actions and advocacy, from wages to

of fer them benefits, to (indiscernible)
resour ces. | DG has been | eadi ng and

wi nning fights for drivers.

Finally -- finally today, TLC has
heard |1 DG for demandi ng nore plates for
di vers. But TLC, 1,000 plates are not
enough. We want nmore plates. What
happened to those surrendered pl ates?
Thousands of plates were surrendered,
right, during this COVID over the years.
Where are those plates? Why so many?

Who is blocking TLC from giving nore
pl ates for driver? 1Isn't it the driver
who run the TLC for the regulation to
run the office? 1Isn't it the driver who
is making TLC generate noney? Honestly,
who pays the salary of TLC staff?

That's my question first. Isn't it the
driver fees and ot her expenses to TLC?

So, please, this is the time to wake
up with all these crisis. All the
| easi ng conpani es are benefitted.

Pl ease, wake up. | would like to tel

everyone right now -- the drivers at TLC
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with this crisis,

money than TLC itself

At the end of

home -- is our house.

sonet hi ng el se.
So,
But

fine, not

af ford

right.
it. | t

for regul ar

TI MEKEEPER:
SPEAKER: |
So,

are | easing conmpany.

heard al

the drivers.
Pl ease, al
to just

I Ssues. I

Pl ease do sonething for

t he day,

treated like a famly member,

EV plates are fine --

has to be -- it

peopl e too.

cannot

| ong story short,

rate from $250 to 650,

demand nmore plates for

fellow drivers and our

only the benefit

are |l easing company who is making nore

and we know t hat .
the drivers.
TLC i s our

to be

i ke

We want

not

that's
everyone can
has to be

EV pl ates are

cars are nmore than $100, 000.

30 seconds renai ning.

afford it, right.
the benefitted
They raise their

and you al ready

the drivers are conpl aining,

these | ease conpanies mafia-style to rob

drivers have no options

come here and say the sane

our

fellow | DG
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members.
Thank you.
MS. ELUTO:. Thank you.

Our next speaker is Guermo Foundare

(phonetic).
SPEAKER: Good nor ni ng.
MS. ELUTO: Good norni ng.
SPEAKER: Hello -- yeah, okay.
MS. ELUTO:  Yes.

SPEAKER: Yeah, you say ny nanme

al ready.
MS. ELUTOC: | did. We're ready.
SPEAKER: Right -- cool.
So, I"'ma for-hire vehicle
ri de-share driver. " m al so organi zer
for | DG

| DG has been in the industry as a
machi ni st partner for a long time. W
organi ze nmore than 140,000 for-hire
drivers in New York State, Connecti cut,
New Jersey, Massachusetts, and Chicago,
Il 1inois.

So, | am able to represent 250, 000

menbers. Al so, we want to thank the TLC

for the opportunity to speak up.
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So, why TLC is going to issue 1,000
pl ates for that -- for the vehicles?

Why only giving 600 to -- to the drivers
and giving 400 to the |easing industry
rat her than (indiscernible) the |easing
i ndustry. They should be punished
because they're being -- harmng the
driver's life forever.

Wth the paynments, they
(indiscernible) plate when the driver
finished their car. So, that's
somet hing TLC to take in consideration
and give -- and issue all the license
pl ates only to the drivers because the
drivers are also business owners
I ndependent and they pay taxes |ike
bef ore speakers say.

We pay the taxes. We pay your
salary for the City and we pay a | ot of
tickets also. W' ve been punishing from
everywhere. So, you should think about
it very well and be more human, and give
these plates to the drivers, not the
conpani es maki ng money on the expense of

the drivers' benefits and their famly.
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When you have a happy driver driving
around, you have better comunity. You
have better citizens. You have better
(i ndiscernible) allocated because your
father, rather than being 14, 16 hours
on the road, making noney to pay the
rent, they could save hours of that and
all ocate to their children.

You have --

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds remaining.

SPEAKER: -- extremely situation on
the City. You should take that into
consi der ati on.

Thank you.

MS. ELUTO:. Thank you.

Our next speaker is Baris Yalsin
(phonetic).

SPEAKER: Hel | o.

MS. ELUTOC: Hel | o.

SPEAKER: Can you hear nme?

MS. ELUTOC: Yes.

SPEAKER: | participate here to
| earn the terms and conditions how to
apply for the new electric car license,

but so far | didn't get any information.
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Coul d you please tell us more about
this informati on?

MS. ELUTO:. Comm ssioner Do?

SPEAKER: Excuse me?

Chair Do: Thank you.

So, this is a public hearing so that
we can hear fromyou all and consi der
the rule.

And so this is just to see what your
comments are and your feedback on the
rules as proposed. And that's why we're
in this public hearing today.

SPEAKER: Thank you. | didn't know
that. | thought that you were going to
give nore information and |I would Iike
to learn also what is this first cone,
first serve.

How is it working and who is it for?
lt's not for individuals, | think?

MS. ELUTO:. It's for both.

Chair Do: So, we'll be releasing
more information -- thank you, Sherryl.

We'll be releasing more information
once the -- once the entire Comm ssion

has a full vote.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




© 00 N oo o b~ w NP

N N N N NN P P PP PP PR R
g A W N P O © © N O U A W N P O

In Re Comm ssion Hearing NYC - Taxi & Linousine Comm ssion

January 11, 2023

56

And so this is, right now a
f eedback and public hearing phase so
that we can hear fromthe comunity and
then we'll tweak, if needed, the rules
around this and do a final vote |ater on
t hi s nmont h.

SPEAKER: | see -- | see. Thank you
-- thank you for us speaking and thank
you for this hearing.

OCkay. Have a good one.

MS. ELUTO:. All right. Thank you.

Our next speaker is Luis Uceda
(phonetic).

SPEAKER: Hel | 0?

MS. ELUTO: Yes, hello.

SPEAKER: Yeah, hi. M name is Luis
Uceda. Thank you for giving me this
opportunity. This is my first meeting
with the new Comm ssioner David. | hope
this time, you know, you guys do
somet hi ng.

| participate before, but | stopped
doing it, cause they never do anyt hing.
| feel like | waste time with you --

with this and | hope this time, you
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know, we're doing sonething better for
the driver.

| know you tried to give nore
pl ates, but actually, ride-share right
now, | had to -- God bless you -- | had
to rent a car for somebody and |'m goi ng
to spend |like 18,500 every year for
rental car.

So, right now, | don't make nuch
money - -

(I'nterruption in transm ssion.)

MS. ELUTO. Sire, you nuted
yoursel f.

(No response.)

MS. ELUTO: M. Uceda, no one can
hear you -- okay.

SPEAKER: | didit -- 1 did it --
somebody muted from ne.

OCkay. Actually, yeah, |like | said,
| pay 1,800 in rental car and the
Comm ssioner need to go back and check
t hose people who own so many plates with
one license. People |like me, and many
people |like me, we only own one |icense

and we don't even have opportunity to
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have one pl ate.

So, why you should be giving pl ates
to those people who kill the people? |
have friends, they pay 650 every single
week for renting a car that's owned by
Tower. You're going to have to work
around 14, 15 hour days, seven days a
week.

Why do we want to kick this guy out?
He has five kids. He needs an
opportunity. This guy passed through so
many depressed right now because he has
to work |ike horse to make the noney to
pay for car.

Pl ease, please, consider to the
people Iike me and the other people
outsi de, that we don't have plate. You
know what, |'m just thinking myself, you
know, try to organize drivers and go to
the news -- go to the Mayor. Go to
anyone to listen to us because this is
| i ke the other guy said -- this is |like
maf i a.

The deal ership owns -- they got the

money. They got the noney to buy cars
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easily. For me, a regular guy who has
to work 15 -- 40, 55 hours a week, you
know, we don't have that kind of noney.
Ri ght now nmy paynments behind to so many
personal problems with noney and
financial problem

So, why don't try before you give
400 plates to the other people, why
don't give it to us? Why you don't see
what's goi ng on --

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds renmi ning.

SPEAKER: -- with then? Who runs
the TLC because before, no matter what
you speak -- no matter what you doing --
nobody -- nobody do anyt hi ng.

So, | hope you guys, this time --
Comm ssi oner Dave -- you know, please do
somet hing. See what's going on with
t hat department because a | ot of things
are going on with that department and a
| ot of things are going on.

Thank you for your help. Happy New
Year guys.

MS. ELUTO:. Thank you for your

comments.
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Our next speaker Dadarel Al am
(phonetic).

(No response.)

MS. ELUTO. M. Alam you can
un-mute your mc.

SPEAKER: Hel l o. Good norni ng.

MS. ELUTO: Good norni ng.

SPEAKER: | want to request TLC,
everyone should be able to get a plate.
Everyone should be able to choose their
personal schedul e and instead of issuing
plate to some conpanies, | think those
peopl e have -- already have the |license.
Everyone should be -- get the chance to
own a personal plate.

And instead of only electric
pl anning -- electric vehicle, | think
hybrid vehicle should be included in the
plan to issue the plate by TLC.

That's it. Thank you so much.

MS. ELUTO: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Mohammed Acuriju
(phonetic).

SPEAKER: Hel | 0?

MS. ELUTO: Yes -- hello.
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SPEAKER: Yeah, | think whatever |

was going to say has been said already.

But what | was going to say now is
since TLC is still issuing TLC license
to individuals -- | believe TLC is
I ssuing -- at least still continue

I ssuing plates because the drivers is
having like -- Uber is killing us. Lyft
is killing us and then rental of |ease
is also killing us.

So, | feel like if Uber -- if TLC is
going to continue to hold the plates and
not issue, it's going to hurt us the
nmost. So, | think that's all | have to
say.

MS. ELUTO: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Raul Rivera.

(No response.)

MS. ELUTO. M. Rivera, un-nute
yoursel f.

SPEAKER: Good nmorning to the
Comm ssion. Good morning to Chair Do.

| -- my name is Raul Rivera. |'m
t he founder of NYC Drivers Unite, the

only group in New York City seeking the
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reform of the Taxi & Limousine

Comm ssion. That petition that we have
has been signed by many el ected
officials, including Eric Adams, and we
still wait for our press conference
cause we want M. Adans to stand by his
signature.

Now, | want to touch on some points
that | share with the Comm ssion -- that
| emailed M. Do |last night. There's
ei ght points. |I'mgoing to try to go
t hrough the points as nuch as | can.
There's eight points. Let nme see if |
can read them all.

First of all, these points are
crucial to the plates and who receives
t hose plates. So, personally, | believe
all plates -- all plates should go to
New York City TLC driver.

Al so, fleet conpani es already have
more than enough TLC plates. Some fl eet
conpani es have thousands and thousands
of plates -- Fast Track Mobility,

Ameri can Lease, Tower, (indiscernible).

Lots of fleet conmpanies are changing
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t heir business nodel.

FIl eet companies are refusing to buy
cars. Many of the cars have over
200,000 mles on them for the existing
pl ates that they already have, and are
now only renting out plates to drivers
at a high cost.

My next point is, stop fleet
conpanies fromrenting out TLC pl ates.

Fl eet conpani es and ot hers are taking
advant age and renting out TLC plates for
hundreds of dollars per week -- anywhere
from 200 to $350 per week.

If the Taxi & Limousine Conm ssion
moves forward and gives fleet owners EV
pl ates, then the TLC should make sure
that the fleet conmpani es have EVs for
t hose plates that they receive. EV
pl ates -- excuse nme -- EV plates and
el ectric vehicles should all be under
the name of the fleet conpany and
receive EV pl ates.

FIl eet compani es and others that rent
out TLC plates are adding to the

shortage of vehicles to rent. Not
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everyone can buy a vehicle when starting
out as a TLC driver. Stop fleet
conpanies -- stop fleet conpanies from
renting out TLC plates without a vehicle
regi stered to the fleet conmpany itself.
New York City TLC pl ates were not
intended to be used in this manner. TLC
Taxi & Linousine --
TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds renmai ning.
SPEAKER: -- Comm ssion should
consi der the hybrid vehicle to be added
to the City streets and give plates to

t hose drivers who do have hybrid

vehi cl es.
Al so, |I'm going to add, next time
TLC goes to court, I'mwlling to

testify. You have my support. Thank
you.
MS. ELUTO: Thank you.
Our next speaker is Bhairavi Desai.
SPEAKER: Good norni ng, Conmm ssioner
Do and ot her nmembers of the Comm ssion.
My name is Bhairavi Desai. |'mthe
Executive Director of the New York Taxi

Wor kers Alli ance.
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First, |I actually really want to
rem nd everybody why the vehicle cap was
put in place. You know, in 20 --
bet ween 2017 and 2018, we saw a massi ve,
massi ve, you know, decline of driver
income. The TLC, in an independent
study, found that over 90 percent of the
drivers were earning bel ow m ni mrum wage.

| mean, the race to the bottom was
vicious, and it was painful, and it was
literally deadly. When Dougl as Shifter
(phonetic) died by suicide outside the
gates of City Hall, he left a note on
Facebook where the entire note
concentrated on what the flooding of the
streets with cars had neant for drivers.

He himself was a black car driver.
He t al ked about how havi ng over 100, 000
cars to conpete with made it absolutely
i mpossi ble for drivers to survive.

We cannot go back to those days and
one way in order to ensure that, these
pl ates can only be given to drivers and
only as a transition for drivers -- for

cars that are already on the streets so
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that you don't create new cars on the
streets because congestion and fl oodi ng
of the streets is a significant problem

Secondly, the way to address all the
predatory leasing is really sinple. TLC
al ready regul ates | ease caps on the
yell ow cab side. Simlarly, the TLC
must regul ate | ease caps on the for-hire
vehicle side. The Taxi Workers Alliance
has put forth these proposals to the TLC
since 2018.

It makes absolutely no sense why a
Toyota Canry woul d be capped at 275 a
week on the yellow cab side, but could
be rented for as much as $650 a week on
the FHV side. W need those | ease caps.

Al so, the grandfather clause should

not be taken out. | don't see what the
need would be. |If you do have drivers
that, you know, are -- finish up their

payments after August 2023, they should
still be entitled to that title --
TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds renai ning.
SPEAKER: -- for that vehicle.

And one of the issues, along with
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capping the | eases for FHV, we need to
do a whole set of rules that include
making it easier for drivers to get
access to the title once they finish,
you know, conpleting all their payments.

This is something the TLC has
al ready done on the yellow cab side.

The TLC must do that also on the FHV
side, not only to address the
exploitation that FHV drivers are facing
t oday - -

TI MEKEEPER: Ti me has expired.

SPEAKER: -- but also in the pure
interest of equity between the sectors.

Thank you for your time.

MS. ELUTO: Thank you for your
comrent s.

Next speaker is Ri had Hasan
(phonetic).

SPEAKER: Hi. Thank you for this
meeti ng. ' m very happy to know t hat
there are 1,000 plates being rel eased,
but 1'd like to speak about sone points.

The application process is kind of

hazy and it's really not clear to
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understand how to apply and the process
is still vague. So, please give a clear
regul ati on and expl anation how to apply
for the plates.

And the second is | would like to
mention that, yes, ny other coll eagues
have been stating that the plates --
renting a plate is too expensive. It is
t oo expensive.

Even t hough the people who are
renting us the plates, they don't have
t hat much of expense, but they're
charging nmore and nmore noney every nonth
and every year, they're increasing the
nmoney even though it doesn't make any
sense.

Renting a plate itself is right now
in the market of 500 bucks. It doesn't
even make sense. How is TLC approving
this? | mean, | think they're aware of
t his.

So, please take a |l ook into that
matter as well because it is also
hurting the TLC Conmm ssion as well

because you guys are also working on an
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hourly basis as well. So, please take a
| ook.

And al so you are already aware that
renting a plate also demands to pay
extra i nsurance, which al so doesn't make
sense. And al so conmpanies |ike Tower
and ot her conpani es, they're making
nmoney using these TLC | oopholes and as a

result, we, the drivers, and the TLC

Comm ssion itself, is |osing noney.
So, | don't know how it is worKking
for the Comm ssion. | would be -- 1

woul d say it would benefit the
Comm ssion to |look into this matter and
try to resolve the matter as well .

So, yeah, like |I mentioned that
because of these issues, you guys are
the only ones who are making the rules.
So, if you guys are speaking up, | think
it will be -- it will be both -- it will
be both -- it will be better for both
the parties.

| think that is all | have to say.
Thank you very nuch.

MS. ELUTO: Thank you.
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Our next speaker is Joeline Moran
(phonetic).

SPEAKER: Yes, that's ne.

Good morning first of all. 1'd Iike
to -- 1'd like to say that I'm a
24-year-old Hispanic who lives in a
t hree bedroom apartnment housing, |iving
with a sister who's disabled and a
grandma who has no incone.

|'d like to add that it's really --
it's really good to offer the electric
pl ates, but | -- | do agree with some of
t he people that said that the electric
pl ates should only be available to those
peopl e who have been renting and worKking
for compani es who want to exploit them
for about 13 to 16 hours a day.

These plates should be prioritized

to those people who have been doing

this. |'m somebody that applied when --
the last time that -- that the plates
was offered -- the EV plates was offered

-- and | wasn't able to do it on tinme
because these -- these conmpani es took

advant age and were ahead.
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| just want to be -- | just want it
to be fair for everybody, you know.
That's all | had to say. Thank you.

MS. ELUTO: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Ron Rothstein.

(No response.)

MS. ELUTO. M. Rothstein, you can
un-nmute your m c and begin.

(No response.)

MS. ELUTO: Sir?

(No response.)

MS. ELUTOC: Ron Rot hstein, you need
to un-mute your m crophone.

(No response.)

MS. ELUTO.  All right. W'IIl come
back to you.

Our next speaker is Wander Di az
(phonetic).

(No response.)

MS. ELUTO. M. Diaz, could you

un-mute your m crophone -- yes, good.
SPEAKER: Yeah, hi. Good norning.
My name is Wander Diaz. |I'ma Lyft and

Uber driver.

So, is -- | think it"'s ridicul ous
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that every driver drive many tinmes, |ike
15 hours -- sonetimes 17 hours a day --
only to pay the |ease -- the |ease for

t he company. So, that is ridiculous and
the conmpany -- the | easing conpany
actually is very, very expensive. Every
drive -- every driver can't pay |like
t hese thousands and sonmething a week for
the rent-a-car.

So, | think the TLC like to
consi derate getting plate only for the
driver and keep the driver first. That
Is my opinion and thank you for the
opportunity to participate on that
heari ng.

MS. ELUTO: Thank you for your
comrent s.

We're going to go back to Ron
Rot hstein. If you're prepared, you can
un- mute your mc.

(No response.)

MS. ELUTO: No -- all right. We'll
put you at the end of the list then.

Let's go onto Sukta Raj (phonetic).

(No response.)
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MS. ELUTO. Here we go -- M. Raj,
if you can un-nute your m c and begin.

(No response.)

MS. ELUTO: Sukta Raj?

(No response.)

MS. ELUTO. All right. W're going
to go next to Pedro Accosta (phonetic).

(No response.)

MS. ELUTO: M. Accosta, if you
could un-mute your m c and begin.

(No response.)

MS. ELUTO: People -- participants,
you need to un-nute your mc when | call
your name, otherwi se you can't testify.

Al'l right. ' m going to go onto
Mohammed Raman (phonetic).

SPEAKER: |Is it Mohammed Zi hed Raman

(phonetic)?

MS. ELUTO. Yes -- yes, that's fine.
SPEAKER: Good norni ng. | was
sl eepi ng. ' m sorry for the late --

MS. ELUTO: That's okay.
SPEAKER: -- because | already nade
a comment on the web page -- |like the

TLC web page.
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So, the best -- like this is New
York City -- you know, largest city in
the United States and every day new
people are comng fromthe different
country -- you know, different state --
and when they're comng in and | ooking
for the opportunity, there is -- |
think, |like when they're comng in --

and if they choose to drive a taxi --

and they don't, |ike, you know, really
get it, like --
' m tal king about, let's say, now

future generations are comng up --

i ke, you know, every culture -- every
-- | mean, race -- so, when they're
comng in or they're growing up, they
will see like all before the TLC pl ate
-- let's say nme 10 or 15 years ago --
TLC plate was |ike, you know, nobody
taking it.

You know, there was no opportunity
about Uber, Lyft, or anything. Now
there's days |i ke when Uber giving
opportunity. You know, the Lyft giving

opportunity. There was another conpany
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comng -- they're out already.

So, my main thing is, like, you
know, the TLC should give everybody
opportunity for the future, not to |iKke,
you know, people who are going to take
all the plate and they're going to do
t he busi ness the way they did the
medal lion, |ike yellow cab medal li on.

Peopl e bought it |ike, you know,
let's say, 5,000, $10,000. They had to
stop those medallion and then it becones
like a mllion doll ars. So, sane thing
| see is doing also TLC pl ate.

Some people -- it's supposed to |iKke

whoever want to drive, they can apply.

They can just whenever they -- they want
to move to another, like, job, they're
supposed to return the plate -- and |I'm

not tal king about that. That plate wil
be i ssued to somebody, |ike, who is new
com ng, you know.

But, | nean, all TLC can do -- that
amount of | ess than 1,000 plates giving
for the electric vehicle -- and if these

plates -- |ike anyone is unable to drive
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or returning the plate. So, that anmpunt
of nunber --

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds renmai ning.

SPEAKER: -- yeah, sorry.

They can -- they can, |ike, you
know, give it to the people -- that
waiting list -- you know, on the waiting
list. That will be like only chance to

peopl e apply and can be waiting |list and
get the plate.

So, this way, all the syndicate --

whoever, |ike, you know, making the TLC
plate -- like, you know -- | mean,
they're selling -- they're renting, you

know. They're not going to have a
chance.

Thank you for giving us opportunity.
Thank you.

MS. ELUTO: Thank you for your

comment s.
Our next speaker -- very simlar
names -- Mohammed Raman (phonetic.)

(No response.)
MS. ELUTO: M. Raman, can you

un-mute your mc and begin?
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(No response.)

MS. ELUTC: M. Raman?

(No response.)

MS. ELUTO: All right. Then | have
-- oh, yes.

SPEAKER: Okay.

MS. ELUTOC: It was a test.

SPEAKER: Can you hear nme?

MS. ELUTOC: Yes -- yes, | can.

SPEAKER: Okay. Thank you for
everybody who is |istening.

Actually, | have a few word. First
of all, my opinion is that driver was --
is driving full-time, they should
deserve the plate. Li ke, if a driver
has a record, one year full-time, they
deserve a pl ate.

So, this is nmy first thought, and ny
second thing is, the City should -- need
to take a massive action to the | easing
conmpany. So, they have a huge nunber of
cars -- thousands and thousands of cars
-- and the car quality is not good.

So, | think City can take action to

reduce the amount and the | easing
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conpany, they can have only 100 cars and
the rest of the plates should be
all ocated to the driver.

That's it. Thank you.

MS. ELUTO:. All right. Thank you.

Our next speaker is Depeche Bosnet
(phonetic).

(No response.)

MS. ELUTO: M. Bosnet, if you can
un-mute your m crophone.

SPEAKER: Hi. Thank you for asking.
| ' m okay just |listening. | don't have
any questions -- | don't have anything
to say. Thank you.

MS. ELUTO. Okay -- all right.

Thank you.

Our next speaker then is Synette
W I son (phonetic).

SPEAKER: Hi . Good nor ni ng,
everyone.

| *'m an individual owner-operator and
smal|l fleet owner and since the licenses
will be made on first come, first served
basis, | wanted to start with a

question, that can, for the sake of
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time, be answered in an external affairs
emai | .

Based on Comm ssioner Do's
statement, that the ruling will be
announced on January 25th, wil
applications be accepted the same day |
think is the concern for everyone
eagerly awaiting to apply.

We have a very long waiting |list of
TLC licensed drivers who inquire al nmost
dai |y about renting one of our EV
l'i censed vehicles at an affordable rate.
| hear daily conplaints fromdrivers,
how dri ver pay has decreased on maj or
ride-sharing platforms such as Uber and
Lyft, even though passenger fares have
skyrocketed throughout and
post - pandem c.

They compl ain of how they're getting
crushed at the punmp with historic gas
prices and | wish | had nore cars to
offer, but w thout warning, the TLC
i ssued the ban on the new EV |license and
crippled our fledgling new business.

At one public hearing, Revel's
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referenced his infrastructure and herein
lies the problem Revel's fleet was
given priority over individual

owner -operators in a sweetheart back
room deal that the TLC had previously
and publicly denounced.

While there is a market for what
Revel provides, forcing drivers to work
for m nimum wage only further underm nes
driver pay and bolsters Uber's
obj ections to what appears to be a TLC
back-driver pay increase.

As we work to create a
car bon-neutral footprint, we have a
uni que opportunity to support | ocal
smal | businesses in the form of
owner - operators, which is the heartbeat
of New York City.

For early adopters, such as nyself,
| was scoffed at by the |arger rental
conmpani es. As one of the first TLC
vehicle license holders of a Tesla, |
was told that drivers didn't and woul d
never want to rent one. Now, we see

| arge fleets on the road while ny
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conpany was cut off at the knees before
we would fully get off the ground.

We invested in EVs with no
incentives fromthe TLC or any
gover nnent agency, a true capitali st
enterprise. The sheer cost of electric
vehicles is enough of a barrier to entry
to ensure that congestion will not be
augment ed.

What is the TLC doing to work with
| ocal and state governments to provide
public or sem -public charging
infrastructure for up to 1,000 new EV
cars hitting the road? Paying --

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds remai ning.

SPEAKER: -- $32 for half an hour at
a Manhattan parking garage to acquire
100 mles of range or less multiple
times a day is further bad business for
drivers. The scarcity of public options
shared with the general public is
al ready inciting violence at these
chargers.

We have a unique opportunity here to

make New York City and the world a
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better place and generate operational
revenue for the TLC that does not depend
on driver citations in the form of
(indiscernible) credit. | |ook forward
to receiving clear and unanbi guous
gui delines for applications --

TI MEKEEPER: Ti me has expired.

SPEAKER: -- from an external
affairs emails. Thank you.

MS. ELUTO: Thank you for your
comment s.

Our next speaker is Mehmet Aduwam
(phonetic).

(No response.)

MS. ELUTO: M. --

SPEAKER: Yeah -- hi.

MS. ELUTO:. Yes.

SPEAKER: Good morning -- yeah, good
mor ni ng.
Actually, | agree with the

congestion problem on the streets. Yes,
that's real, but what | don't understand
is now there's a cap on TLC pl ates,
right? So, on the streets, let's say,

1,000 plates at the moment, but there's
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no cap on driving license. So, anybody
can go to TLC and apply and get a TLC
driving license.

And as far as | know, on the
liability insurance, you can only add
two drivers, if I'mnot m staken -- or,
let's say, three. So, if there are a
t housand TLC plates on the streets,
maxi mum drivers must be 3,000. So, how
come you are still issuing driving
license every day, |ike hundreds, if not
t housands, and then put cap on TLC
l'i cense?

| nmean, even the math doesn't do it.
|f there are |ike 1,000 plates, how can
be 100, 000 drivers on the streets? And
now this mght seemlike little bit
of fensive, but |'ve been taking the TLC
course, but mpst of the attendees can't
even speak English. So, they cannot
communi cate with their passengers or
even the instructor.

So, if you are not putting any
limtations on these -- or rules on

t hese kind of problenms, how can we solve
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t he congestion and TLC probl em because
it's kind of a chicken and egg probl en?
lt's not only one side of it. It's not
only about the nunber of TLC pl ates;
it's al so about the number of drivers,
driver quality, and if they, you know,
follow the rules.

| mean, there are terrible drivers
on the streets, and everybody knows it,
and nost of them are TLC drivers. They
don't respect each other.

They don't even respect anybody, but
they're on the streets. Now, people who
follow the rules, who try to stay in the
limtation are being punished kind of.

So, this is my testinmny and when
you t hink about the TLC pl ates, you
should al so think about TLC driving
| i censes and quality of the drivers as
wel | because it's all in one bow , |
t hi nk.

This is nmy testinmony and thanks a
| ot for your time.

MS. ELUTO:. Thank you for your

testimony.
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Our next speaker is Lem W shel z
(phonetic).

(No response.)

MS. ELUTO: M. Wshel z?

SPEAKER: Hello. Can you hear ne

okay?
MS. ELUTO: Yes, | can hear you.
SPEAKER: All right. | wanted to
tal k about the electric battery -- the

word "battery” is mentioned and |'m just
recommendi ng that the word "battery" be
removed and instead you say, "fully
electric" instead of "battery electric”
because they're -- it's going to stifle
i nnovation to limt the electric
vehicles to battery.

There's | ots of ways to store energy
-- hydrogen, and flywheel, and whatever
-- and by putting battery electric here,
you're not making that -- it's
(i ndiscernible). You're not going to
have that devel opnment happeni ng.

And the recharge time for battery
electric is not good, and nost people

don't -- most taxi drivers don't own
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their home and don't have the ability to
charge at home. So, forcing this
battery electric vehicle, instead of the
alternative, we're never going to get
anywher e.

| mean, California has had electric
-- hydrogen electric -- I"msorry --
hydrogen refueling stations since 2003 |
believe it is, and there's -- | mean,

Toyota already has a vehicle for this.

The energy is saved as hydrogen. It's
still fully electric though.
So, that's all I'm asking is that

the word "battery"” be removed fromthe
rule. So, not battery electric
vehicles, but fully electric or whatever
el se you want to say.

And the -- others had brought up the
fleet problemand | also think that the
fleets should not be allowed to get any
new plates. You have the individuals or
the small businesses that are trying to
get plates. These fleet conpanies are
just looking to get as nuch noney as

t hey can.
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They're | ooking for a profit.
They' re not doing anyone any good if --
even if someone -- if we give a plate to
an individual driver who then wants to
rent it out, you're better off because
| ' ve found better prices fromindividual
renters than fromthese conpanies and
you have better vehicles.

The big conpanies are not taking
care of their vehicles and I think that
all the fleet conpanies -- all these big
conpani es that renting out and taking
advant age of everyone, they should be
required to only have electric vehicles.
So, that's a whole separate rule. So,

t hat has nothing to do with what today
i's about.

Today is just about electric, you
know, |icenses and the other issue. But
| did want to put that out there as
wel | .

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds remaining.

SPEAKER: All set.

MS. ELUTO:. All right. Thank you.

SPEAKER: Thanks.
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MS. ELUTO:. Our next speaker, Redwan
Hasan (phonetic).

SPEAKER: Thank you so nuch for
giving me tinme.

| just mention three things. One
thing -- first thing is we don't know
how -- exactly how to -- you know, we
are apply the TLC plate. So, can --
pl ease can you give us the main
i nformati on how do we apply that.

And also | mention is other two
t hi ngs. First of all, one is |like ny
ot her -- other colleague al so nentioned
that -- it's like you give like 1,000
pl ates, but 400 plate you give -- I|ike
is the corporation. So, that -- they
are like -- they -- the rent is like too
expensi ve.

So, | think we deserve and -- we
deserve it. Like, also, pull up 1,000
plate in individual person. So, can you

pl ease do that for all of us because we

deserve it. They are |like so expensive.
They are -- they make noney, so two
months -- |ike every week they make 500,
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$400.
We deserve | think, so -- and other

thing is, you give TLC |license but you

didn't give TLC plate. So, it's -- you
know, a | ot of people now -- a | ot of
driver -- TLC driver -- but they didn't
have plate. So, it's like -- so

(i ndiscernible) of us.

So, you should give the plate al so
-- you give TLC license and also TLC
pl ate. So, you just making sonmet hing
deeper. So, that's it. M three things
is like that. Thank you.

MS. ELUTO: Thanks for your
testi nony.

Our next speaker is Del one Bapti st
(phonetic).

M. Baptist.

SPEAKER: Hello. Good afternoon.

Del one Bapti st here speaking.

I'"'mfairly new to the TLC. | just
got nmy license about a week ago and, you
know, |'m happy to be a part of, you
know, this TLC here.

It's hard getting a vehicle for ne,
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you know, and | would |like to be a part
of this -- this -- these plates because

| realize the monopoly that was nmade off

of it -- and I'm not going to use any
nanes. You know, | want to be
respectful about it. It's just -- |

just want a fair share.

You know, | want a chance | shoul d
say, to be able to hold onto a plate and
to help the youth because, you know, |I'm
fromthe urban area. A |l ot of the Kkids,
t hey don't have jobs. You know, and
that's when the crime rate goes up
because they can't get a job.

So, I'll be able to, you know,
empl oy these guys and give them sone
wor k where they could drive a vehicle
and, you know, stay off the streets.

So, it will help the community even if
you open up the regul ar plates because |
do know a | ot of plates have been handed
in.

But |I'm just grateful for the
opportunity to speak, and thank you so

much, and pl ease consider opening up
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some nore plates for the -- for the
smal | businesses so that we can create
nmore jobs, and enpl oy people, and -- you
know, thank you.

MS. ELUTO: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Mahidir Roci mov
(phonetic).

(No response.)

MS. ELUTO: M. Rocinmv, if you can
un-mute your m crophone.

(No response.)

MS. ELUTO. Sir, you need to un-nute
your m crophone.

(No response.)

MS. ELUTO:. All right. Then our
next speaker is Larvi Itavu (phonetic).

(No response.)

MS. ELUTO: Yes, you can begin.

SPEAKER: Oh, okay. Just so that ny
vi deo can now be enabled -- no worries.

Good morning, everyone. (Good
mor ni ng, Comm ssioner.

The -- really, the reason that this
hearing is created is actually to

address the issues that the drivers are
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facing, and | understand the electric
vehicles are very inportant to the
environment, and the goal is, you know,
to have a clean, you know, City -- and
we need that.

And, unfortunately -- and | think
you all would agree with me -- that the
goal should be to help drivers and
that's what | DG has been doing for the
past going to be seven years alnost, is
advocating for drivers to have
i ndependency (sic). And, you know, |
respect the TLC and | understand that
there is a |lot of work to do.

But, again, drivers are suffering
and that needs to stop. VWhen | say
"suffering", | have to back it up with
somet hing, which is when they go to
| ease a car, these conpanies are really
t aki ng advant age of them

One nmore thing -- | know time is

going really fast -- as you know, we

have been calling for nmore relief stands

t hroughout the City and having j ust

electric vehicle right now would not be
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easy for drivers to be charging,
especially the one that live in an area
where finding parking or finding a
charging dock is very hard; not to
mention, they're going to be having fear
of getting ticketed in a place where

t hey cannot park.

There are so many things that
really, the TLC needs to address, and go
back to the drawi ng board, and actually
figure out all these |ogistics for
drivers that really need to have the
I ndependency (sic) of having their own
vehi cl e.

Each -- every relief stand that is
exi sting right now is occupied by either
NYPD or --

TI MEKEEPER: 30 seconds remai ning.

SPEAKER: -- other drivers that
they're really not -- don't need to be
there -- where the goal for the TLC is

to actually help its members and thank
you for the tinme.
MS. ELUTO:. Thank you for your

comments.
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"' m goi ng back to Mahidir Roci nov.

(No response.)

MS. ELUTOC: M. Roci nmov, can you
un-nmute your mc? | see you're on the
screen but you're not un-muting.

(No response.)

MS. ELUTO: All right then.

That concludes our public hearing.
We have no nore speakers for today. So,
t hank you.

CHAI R DO Thank you, Sherryl, for

gui di ng us through the two public

heari ngs.

And | just want to tell all of
our -- those who have testified today --
those who are listening today -- that's

there's going to be an open and
transparent process and we wil
hi ghl i ght how to get these |icenses
t hrough our external affairs teamin the
com ng weeks after the vote and give you
as much time for you to ask your
gquestions.

It will be -- again, my comm t ment

is to be fully transparent with this
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process as we move on.
| also want to thank our

Comm ssioners for listening in today and

participating, and of course the TLC

team members who make the magi c happen

so that we can talk to our TLC community

on a regul ar basis.

And so with that, I'll adjourn this
meeting today at 1146. Thank you,
everybody.

(Time noted: 11:46 a.m)

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




© 00 N oo o b~ w NP

N NN R R R R R R R R R R
N kP O © 0w N o 0o » W N kB O

23
24
25

In Re Comm ssion Hearing NYC - Taxi

January 11, 2023

& Li nousi ne Conm ssi on

96

CERTI FI CATI ON

I, JULIA M SPEROCS, a Notary Public
for and within the State of New York, do
hereby certify:

That the wi tness whose testinmny as
herein set forth, was duly sworn by me;
and that the within transcript is a true
record of the testimony given by said
wi t ness.

| further certify that | am not
related to any of the parties to this
action by blood or marri age, and that |
amin no way interested in the outcome
of this matter.

I N W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto
set my hand this 11th day of January,
2023.

Nl ™M Seaen

J Julia M. Speros
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