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MS. ROZEN: Good nor ni ng,
wel come to the New York City
Department of Small Business Services
virtual hearing, today's date is
January 6, 2022, the time is 11:05
a.m This is a public hearing being
hel d pursuant to New York City
Adm ni strative Procedure Act, also
known as CAPA.

My name is Leenore Rozen, and |
am an assi stant general counsel here
at SBS. Present today are a nunber of
SBS staff menbers and nmenbers of the
publ i c.

Today's hearing concerns a
proposed rule amendment to SBS's
COvI D- 19 grant program for small
busi nesses. The full text of the rule
proposal and a statement of the basis
and purpose was published in the City
Record on Decenber 3, 2021, and on the
New York City Rules website. The
proposed rules were certified by the

New York City Law Departnment and the
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New York City's Mayor's Office of
Oper ati ons.

By way of background, the
federal American Rescue Plan Act, also
known as ARPA, of 2021 makes funds
avai | able to state and | ocal
governnents to address the continued
I npact of the COVID-19 pandem c. The
ARPA Interim Final Rule specifically
cites tourism travel, and hospitality
as sectors that would be appropriate

targets for loans and grants. DSBS is
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proposing to promul gate an amendnent
to Chapter 17 of Title 66 of the Rules
of the City of New York by adding a
rei mbur senment - based grant to fund

out door heating expenses for food
service establishments.

The new grant component will be
avai |l abl e to businesses that are
eligible for the NYC Small Business
COVI D Recovery Grant Program that
have revenue of up to $1 mllion, and

that are participating in the Open
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Restaurants Program with sidewal k
seati ng. El i gi bl e busi nesses wil |
need to show that they purchased and
properly installed electric or natural
gas fired outdoor heating units in
order to receive the grant funds. The
purpose of this grant is to encourage
smal | businesses to continue providing
out door dining options to custonmers
during the COVID-19 pandem c, as well
as to support these businesses by

i ncreasing revenue and rei moursing
pandem c-rel ated expenses.

At this time we will open the
floor to give an opportunity to
members of the public to testify. W
will begin by unmuting those who have
requested to testify, one at a tinme.

For those who wish to testify
and did not sign up to do so prior to
this hearing, please use the raise
hand feature of Webex and we will add
you to the list. |If you dialed in,

you can raise your hand by pressing

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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star three.

We are going to begin now.

At this time, | do not see any
hands rai sed.

We will |eave this hearing open
until 11:30 a.m to give an
opportunity for other members of the
public who may be running late to join
us.

We will resume at 11:30 to close
the hearing if no one joins us prior
to that tinme.

Thank you.

(Whereupon, a brief recess was
t aken; after which the proceedings
conti nued as follows.)

MS. ROZEN: | see someone | ogged
I n under number 2149 star star star
star 009. | f you can please identify
yoursel f.

| sent you a request to unnute.

MS. DELAROSA: Hi. This is
Val erie Delarosa. | just couldn't |og

onto the Webex. The |ink on the

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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website doesn't work, so I just dialed
I n.

MS. ROZEN: Okay. \What is your
name agai n?

MS. DELAROSA: Valerie Del arosa.

MS. ROZEN: Hi, Valerie. Dd
you want to testify?

MS. DELAROSA: No. | was | ust
l'istening in.

MS. ROZEN: Okay. | did an
I ntroduction earlier for the rules,
and we were just waiting to see if
others wanted to login or are having
i ssues, as you are, so.

MS. DELAROSA: -- the link on
the website, and | have | ogged onto
t hese before, but | couldn't figure
out how to get to the thing to enter a
nunmber . But yeah, the link on the
website did not work.

MS. ROZEN: On the SBS website?

MS. DELAROSA: On the Rules
website with the |ink.

MS. ROZEN: Okay. It didn't

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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wor k, okay. That's unfortunate. But
you were able to log in through your
phone, or --

MS. DELAROSA: Yes, ny phone,
yep, which is why | didn't join until
now.

MS. ROZEN: Okay. Well, we're
waiting for others so we'll see if
anybody el se wants to testify.

MS. DELAROCSA: Okay. Thank you.

MS. ROZEN: Sure.

(Wher eupon, a brief recess was

t aken; after which the proceedi ngs
continued as follows.)

MS. ROZEN: Okay, everybody, the
time is now 11:30 a.m, seeing as no
members of the public have joined us
who wish to testify, we will concl ude
t he hearing. However, i1 f you woul d
li ke to submt a comment in writing,
you can still do so by 5:00 p.m
t oday, and we will review it.

Thank you everybody for joining.

(Ti me not ed: 11:30 a.m)

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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CERTI FI CATE
STATE OF NEW YORK )

) sSs:
COUNTY OF SUFFOLK )

|, STEPHANI E O KEEFFE, a Reporter
and Notary Public within and for the State of New
York, do hereby certify that the within is a true
and accurate transcript of the proceedi ngs taken on
January 6, 2022.

| further certify that | am not
related to any of the parties to this action by
bl ood or marriage, and that I amin no way
interested in the outconme of this matter. | N
W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set nmy hand this
6th day of January, 2022.

J )
_m@’vﬂ C)@L
Stephanie O'Kegffe
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