Joint Meeting
Archives, Reference and Research Advisory Board
Archival Review Board
February 4, 2025

ARRAB Members in attendance: Marco Carrion (Chair), Pamela Cruz, Rebecca Pou, Glenda Grace, Sarah
Gonzalez, Lillian Jean Baptiste, Alison Cornyn, Eric K. Washington

ARB members in attendance: Chotsani Sackey, Jeff Lowell, Pauline Toole (Chair)
DORIS staff in attendance: Sylvia Kollar, LaTonya Jones
Call to Order Marco Carrion called the meeting to order

Chair Carrion asked for a vote to approve the agenda and the minutes from the January 24, 2024
meeting and the amended August 14, 2024 meeting minutes. Pamela Cruz made a motion to approve;
Jeff Lowell seconded; the minutes were approved.

ARRAB Chair Report
Marco Carrion reported that he had just begun a new position as the President of the Consortium for
Worker Education. He commended the Board members and DORIS.

ARB Chair Report

Pauline Toole reported on developments at the agency. A new Director of the Municipal Library was
hired after the former director resigned in August. Two exhibits opened—one on the 1964-'65 World's
Fair that is in the lobby area. The second is titled “New Visions of Old New York” which is a collaboration
with the New Amsterdam History Center. A 3-D, interactive screen zooms in on various locations and
explanations. Replicas of archival records highlight the Native Americans, enslaved people and women.
There have been several well-attended lunch/learn sessions. DORIS would like to provide board
members with a tour of our Industry City site.

Report on Charter Revision proposal to merge the two boards

The merger of the two advisory boards was combined with two other matters—moving the authority to
issue film permits from the Small Business Services Department to the Mayor’s Office of Media and
Entertainment and establishing a Charter-office focused on Minority and Women Owned Business
Enterprise. It did not pass.

Members agreed that voters did not understand what the measure entailed and agreed there was
misinformation circulating. We are looking at next steps. Board members agreed that the merger
remains a good idea. While this could be a stand-alone question put up for a vote from another Charter
Revision Commission, it might be a smoother process to move it as local legislation.

Discussion of a joint report from the Boards

Pamela Cruz said there was a timing issue because the ARRAB issued a report for the calendar year while
the ARB issued a report for the fiscal year. They aren’t in synch because of the timing of the
reconstitution of the ARRAB.

Glenda Grace made a motion to adjust the timeframe for the ARRAB report to conform with the fiscal
year. Pamela Cruz seconded the motion. The board voted unanimously to adopt the motion.



Pamela Cruz stated the group needed a framework for the report as well as people to work on it.

Jeff Lowell offered to review the Charter language to determine if there would be any obstacle to a joint
report.

Glenda Grace suggested that the report should educate people about the boards working together.

Archivist’s Report

Sylvia Kollar announced that the agency received approval to bring on an archivist funded by the NHPRC
to process the records of the Human Rights Commission. The City Service Corps member will assist by
testing the vocabulary used in descriptions—some terms may be outdated. Case files will not be
digitized.

Arafua, the City Service Corps member working in the Archives is continuing to add the full names of
women in collection descriptions and will launch a transcription project to document enslaved people,
using eleven volumes of colonial records.

There is a pilot project that engages some former officials from the Dinkins Administration to identify the
lesser known people in photos from that collection.

There also is a volunteer transcription project to enter data from the 1890 Police Census into an online
platform.

Outreach Report

LaTonya C. Jones reported that her team had coordinated 23 events since the August meeting, with
more than 1400 people attending either in person or online events. This includes Open House New York
tours, a Holiday Story Exchange, Lunch and Learns and Trivia Night. They are finalizing the Spring
schedule and focusing on developing more curriculum aids and Neighborhood Stories.

New Member Recruitment

Pauline Toole explained that both boards had open positions and encouraged the board members to
suggest colleagues, friends, etc. who might be interested in serving. The names and contact information
will be forwarded to the Mayor’s Appointments Office.

Lillian Jean Baptiste suggested that we share this opportunity with community board which could open
up membership and increase diversity. Also, we should contact education institutions about Board
participation.

Other Matters

Eric K. Washington provided updates on the status of Colored School #4 for which he successfully led the
effort to obtain Landmark status. The building is in the Sanitation Department’s portfolio and the
representative reported to Community Board 4 that they were not going to relinquish the building for
alternate community/commemorative use. More information would be provided when the agency
briefs the community board later in the month. The capital project to make critical building repairs has
not begun.

The members agreed to calendar joint board meetings in the second week of each calendar quarter.

There being no additional business, Marco Carrion made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Jeff Lowell
seconded. The meeting concluded at 4:48.



