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DISTRICT OFFICE 
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Hollis, NY 11423-2126 
Tel # (718) 264-7895 
Fax # (718) 264-7910 

E-Mail: qn08@cb.nyc.gov 
Website: www.nyc.gov/queenscb8 

 

OFFICERS  

CHAIRPERSON: Martha Taylor 
1st VICE CHAIR: Michael Hannibal 
2nd VICE CHAIR: Seymour Schwartz 
3rd VICE CHAIR: Dilip Nath 
EXEC. SECRETARY:  Bhitihara–Martha Fulton 
TREASURER & BUDGET DIRECTOR: Hersh Parekh 
 

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS   

Honorable Sandra Ung- 20th District 
Honorable Linda Lee - 23rd District 
Honorable James Gennaro - 24th District 
 

BOROUGH PRESIDENT    
Honorable Donovan Richards 

 

STAFF 
DISTRICT MANAGER: Marie Adam-Ovide 
Soleil Griffin, Community Associate 
Nettie Norris, Community Associate 

BOARD MEMBERS BY AREA 
 

 

 

Area 1 – Kew Gardens Hills 

Jennifer Martin – CHAIR, Heather Bennett-Idels, D. Lavelda Davis,       
Marisol Perez, Joshua Glikman, Israel Peskowitz and  Jacob Weinberg. 
 

Area 2 – Briarwood  

Seymour Schwartz  – CHAIR, Shaleeza Deen, Allen Eisenstein,                   
John Gebhard, Elke Maerz, Mohammad Rahman, and Douglas Sherman.  
 

Area 3 – Hillcrest Estates & Jamaica Hill 

Wendy Gennaro – CHAIR, Dilafroz Ahmed, Saaif Alam,                               
Bhitihara-Martha Fulton,  Ahsan Habib, Mohammed “Delwar” Islam,            
Hersh  Parekh and Frances Peterson.  
 

Area 4  & 5 – Flushing, Flushing Heights, Flushing Suburban,  

Hillcrest, Electchester, Georgetown Mews, Pomonok 

Dr. Penny M. Stern – CHAIR, Kenneth Cohen II, Marva Dudley, Neeta Jain,       
Dilip Nath and Kelly Sexton 
 

Area 6 – Utopia, Fresh Meadows, West Cunningham Park 

Maria DeInnocentiis – CHAIR, Armando Echeverry, James Gallagher,  
Caitlin Marziliano,  Alan Ong, Tamara Osherov, Amy Tse and  Steven Villaran. 
 

Area 7 – Jamaica Estates & Holliswood 

Howard Fried – CHAIR, Edward Chung,  Roger Joyner, Michael Hannibal, 
Doretha McFadden, Nikolas Michael, David Mordukhaev, Jesse Rosenbaum,  
Aliyah Salim, Martha Taylor, Mohammed Tohin and Mayer Waxman. 

January 

December’s Community Board 8 Public Hearing/Meeting (recap)  

183-02 Union Turnpike  

Fresh Meadows  

 
 Minutes: 

 The minutes of the Community Board 8 meeting held on Wednesday, November 22, 2025, were unanimously  

 approved by 27 members.  

  

Chairperson’s Report:  

We’ve reviewed the meeting dates for 2026. They are approved with no objections. If you need an excused ab-
sence, please  call the Community Board office. I attended the Fresh Meadows Development’s meeting last 
month. I listened to the revised proposal and to the residents. It came to my attention that they are not properly 
maintaining the   apartments. That is concerning. This must be addressed before they proceed with any plans for 
the future.  

Happy 100th Birthday to Sey Schwartz!  
  
Happy Holidays!   

Continued on Page 2 ——-> 
 

The next Public Hearing/Meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 7, 2026 
Minutes of Board Meetings are available usually within two weeks on our website.  

Happy New Year!  Happy New Year!   Happy New Year! 
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 (Continued from Page 1) 
 

Lieutenant Jaspreet Gill,  Special Operations Officer - 107th Precinct   
He announced that we have a new commanding officer, Captain Michael Blacklarkin. During the holiday 
season there tends to be a lot of home invasions. Lock your doors. If you have packages delivered to 
your home, retrieve them or have someone get them for you.  
  
Shubhra Datta representing Queens Borough President Donovan Richards  
The office is having a toy giveaway and tree lighting on December 15th at 6:00 p.m. and on December 
17th, a Menorah lighting at 4:30 p.m.  The events will be held outside the Borough Hall. Please see flyers 
for more information. Happy Holidays and Happy New Year.  
  
Health Minute with Dr. Penny Stern – Health Committee Chair  
December is Safe Toys and Gifts Month as per the American Public Health Association and Prevent 
Blindness America. The purpose of this campaign is to make people aware of whether particular toys are 
appropriate for the children receiving them – with special consideration for children under the age of 
three. Below is a number of guidelines.  
  

• Look carefully at toys with sharp edges, small parts, that shoot, that have batteries and buttons.  
 

• Look at interactive toys that can be played with other children and consider the size of the toy for 
the age group.  

 

• Read labels and make sure the toy has passed a safety inspection and meets the standards established 
by the American Society for Testing and Materials.  

 

• If you are giving sports-related gifts, make sure that protective equipment is included – like giving a 
helmet with a scooter.  

 

• Avoid toys with cords or heating elements.  
 

• Check if there is a possibility of lead exposure. Most older toys that may have been passed down to 
you often have lead paint on them.   

 

• Avoid giving crayons or markers unless you make sure the ink and dyes are non-toxic.  
 

### 

 

Community Board 8Q celebrated 
CB8 Member  & Second Vice-Chair 

Seymour “Sey” Schwartz as he 
reaches his milestone birthday of   
100 years old at our last general    
meeting this past December. 
 

What a wonderful way to end the year! 

 

Pictured from left to right: Chair Martha Taylor, 2nd Vice-Chair Seymour Schwartz , Board Member 

Amy Tse and back row District Manager Marie Adam-Ovide.  
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A Word from CB8… 
 

Dear Stakeholders: 
  
Happy New Year! Are you free most evenings and considering donating your time? Would you 
like to use that valuable time to give back by advocating for your community? How about        
becoming a Community Board 8 Member? 
 
Please note, in addition to attending the full Board’s monthly meetings you will be required to  
attend trainings sponsored by the Queens Borough President’s Office; participate fully in at least 
two committees. There is a lot of reading of documents prior to deliberating and voting on     
zoning matters and other community issues. 
 
For all those interested in joining the community board, the application will be open on the 
Queens Borough President’s website on Monday, January 5, 2026. It closes at the end of     
business day on Friday, February 13, 2026. The website address is www.queensbp.org.  
 
Please share this information with your friends and neighbors. It takes more than City Hall to 
make New York City great, it takes us all! 
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 

Sincerely, 

Marie Adam-Ovide                               Martha Taylor                               
 District Manager                                                                   Chairperson          

IT’S TIME TO SAY FIR-WELL 
December 26, 2025—January, 11, 2026 
 

Wrap up your holiday season and say goodbye to your tree at Mulchfest. Join NYC Parks in 
the NYC holiday tradition of  recycling your Christmas tree!   
 

Cunningham Park (Union Turnpike and 196th Place) 
 

#Mulchfest 
Share your fir-well! Use #Mulchfest to share your memories with friends and family. 
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The Community Board 8’s monthly meetings are usually held on the 2nd  
Wednesdays of  the month at 7:30 p.m. sharp, unless there is an unusual          
circumstance or the date falls on a religious or on a major holiday. The meetings 
are usually held in the auditorium of  the Hillcrest Jewish Center located at 183-02 
Union Turnpike in Fresh Meadows. Our meetings are in-person and open to the 
public. Anyone who wishes to speak may do so during the Public Hearing and/or 
Public Participation part of  the meeting, provided that he/she signed up for 
speaking time (preferably by calling the   Community Board at 718-264- 7895 no 
later than 4:00 p.m. the day of  the    meeting). The speaker may be granted up to 
two (2) minutes of  speaking time (at the discretion of  the CB8 Chair). If  you are not 
present when your name is called, you will not be allowed to speak.  

 Jan. 7th  February 11th March 11th 

 April 15th  May 13th   June10th  

 No meeting in July  No meeting in August September 9th  

October 14th  November 18th   December 9th 

Community Board  8Q - Committee Meeting Schedule 

Most of  our committees meet as the need arises. Please check our website for 
committee meeting notices and posted minutes: 

https://www.nyc.gov/site/queenscb8/meetings/meeting-notices.page 

 

The Cannabis/Liquor License Committee meets on the third Tuesday of  the 
month to review new cannabis or liquor licenses. The committee also meets to 
address written complaint (s) about eating/drinking establishments that are up 
for renewal.  The Transportation Committee meets usually on a quarterly basis 
after gathering requests from the community for traffic changes, etc.  

 

If  you have any issues that you would like our committees to address, please sub-
mit a written request. 

Community Board  8Q  

Meeting Schedule 
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NYC Department of  Finance 
SENIOR CITIZEN HOMEOWNERS’ EXEMPTION (SCHE) 

 

You may qualify for SCHE if  the total combined annual income of  the         
property’s owners and their spouses is $58,399 or less and every owner is 65 years
-old or older (If  the owners are spouses or siblings, only one must be 65 years old or  older.). 
With some exceptions, the property must be the primary residence of  all owners. 

 

Deadline: Monday, March 16, 2026 

How to get help: Visit www.nyc.gov/contactpropertyexemptions or call 311. 

Please note - If  your 65th birthday will be December 31, 2026, you do not have 
to wait for your actual birth date to send in the application 

 

SCHE Applications are also available at the Community Board 8 office. 
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DEMOLITION/VACATE NOTICE  
 

• 164-33 76th Road [Full Demolition] 
 

 

     LIQUOR LICENSE NOTIFICATION (S) 
 

• None received.  
 
Any complaints about establishments with liquor licenses should be sent to Community Board 8 
in writing.  Unless a signed, written notification is received at our office, we cannot follow up. 
You must also include your address and telephone number. 

CITY PARKING RULES 
 

The City suspends alternate side parking regulations for both street cleaning purposes and 
traffic flow, on legal and/or religious holidays.  

 

 

                                       New Year’s Day ………………..Thurs., Jan. 1st 

                                     Three Kings Day………………….....Tues., Jan. 6th 

                                Martin Luther King’s Day……..…………..Mon., Jan. 19th 

 

(Parking meters are still in effect. * Except during major holidays) 

CANNABIS  
LICENSE 
UPDATE 

 
 

Boom Factory LLC 
Application Update 
 
Desann Carty is no 
longer affiliated with 
this application. The 
current owners of  the 
business are: 
 
• Latrisha Wilkins 
• Zaniyah Kornegay 
• Tyler Stalworth 
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January 2026 
Community Board 8, Queens 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Board Meeting 
Public Hearing 

7:30 p.m. 
Hillcrest  

Jewish Center  
183-02 Union  

Turnpike 

We’re closed! 

“ Tomorrow is the first blank page of a 365-page book. Write a good one.”                 

—  Brad Paisley 

We’re closed! Transportation 
Committee 

Meeting 
7:30 p.m. 

CB8 Office  
197-15 Hillside 

Ave 


