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OFFICERS  

CHAIRPERSON: Martha Taylor 
1st VICE CHAIR: Michael Hannibal 
2nd VICE CHAIR: Seymour Schwartz 
3rd VICE CHAIR: Mary Maggio 
EXEC. SECRETARY:  Bhitihara–Martha Fulton 
TREASURER & BUDGET DIRECTOR: Harbachan Singh 
 
 

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS   

Honorable Linda Lee - 23rd District 
Honorable James Gennaro - 24th District 
 

BOROUGH PRESIDENT    
Honorable Donovan Richards 

 

STAFF 
DISTRICT MANAGER: Marie Adam-Ovide 
Soleil Griffin, Community Assistant 
Nettie Norris, Community Assistant 
 

BOARD MEMBERS BY AREA 
 

Area 1 – Kew Gardens Hills 

Jennifer Martin – CHAIR, Heather Bennett-Idels, Joshua Glikman, Tobias  
Paris, Simon Pelman, Israel Peskowitz and  Jacob Weinberg. 
 

Area 2 – Briarwood  

Seymour Schwartz  – CHAIR, Allen Eisenstein, John Gebhard, Elke Maerz, 
Mohammad Rahman, and Douglas Sherman.  
 

Area 3 – Hillcrest Estates & Jamaica Hill 

Wendy Gennaro – CHAIR, Dilafroz Ahmed, Saaif Alam,   Bhitihara-Martha 
Fulton,  Ahsan Habib, Mohammed “Delwar” Islam,  Hersh  Parekh and Frances 
Peterson.  
 

Area 4 – Flushing Heights, Flushing Suburban, Hillcrest 

Dr. Penny M. Stern – CHAIR, Kenneth Cohen II, Marva Dudley and Dilip 
Nath.   
 

Area 5 – Georgetown Mews, Pomonok, Electchester, Flushing 

Mary Maggio – CHAIR, Neeta Jain, Jenna Citron Schwab and Deepti      
Sharma. 
 

Area 6 – Utopia, Fresh Meadows, West Cunningham Park 

Maria DeInnocentiis – CHAIR, James Gallagher,  Caitlin Marziliano,     
Alan Ong, Tamara Osherov, Amy Tse and  Steven Villaran. 
 

Area 7 – Jamaica Estates & Holliswood 

Howard Fried – CHAIR, Edward Chung,  Michael Hannibal, Nikolas         
Michael, David Mordukhaev, Jesse Rosenbaum,  Aliyah Salim, Harbachan 
Singh, Martha Taylor, Mohammed Tohin and Mayer Waxman. 

February 

January’s Community Board 8 Public Hearing/Meeting (recap) 
183-02 Union Turnpike 

Fresh Meadows 
 

The minutes of Wednesday, December 11, 2024 meeting was  unanimously approved by 30 members. 
 

Chairperson’s Report – Chairperson Taylor stated that CB8 members who joined the board on an odd year 
must re-apply. The application is now open online. The deadline is Friday, February 14, 2025, by 5:00 p.m. 
Please do not wait until the last day to complete the application. Please see Marie or Nettie after the meeting to 
see if you are on the list to re-apply. 
 

Former CB8 Member Susan Cleary passed away earlier this month. There was no memorial or service as she 
does not have any living relatives. Susan served as a CB8 Member for 21 years. She was passionate about our 
parks. She served on the Parks Committee, Zoning Committee and Transportation Committee. She was also 
very much involved with the Borough President’s Solid Waste Advisory Board. In addition, she served on the 
107th Precinct Council, The JFK Democratic Club and served as Vice President of the Kew Gardens Hills 
Tenant Association 
 

Let’s observe a moment of silence in her memory. 
Continued on Page 4 

   

Next Public Hearing/Meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 12, 2025 
Minutes of Board Meetings are available usually within two weeks on our website. 

www.nyc.gov/queenscb8 

African–American History is American History! 
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A Word from CB8… 
 

Dear Resident, 
 
Why do we dedicate a month or time to celebrate Black History Month or African 
American History Month or any other group (i.e. Asian, Jewish, Latinos, Pacific Islanders, Women, 
etc.)?  
 

As residents of New York , we have all experienced being stuck on the train/subway due to a 
signal malfunction or other issues with the trains. We are seated next to strangers that we would 
ordinarily not even look at; however, since we are stuck with them for some time, a conversion 
ensues. Usually, we vent about the fares that continue to increase while the quality of service 
diminishes. Then the conversation veers towards more personal things. Maybe you realize that 
you both went to Mexico for your honeymoon, or your children both went away to college. All 
of a sudden you realize how much you have in common and see yourself in the stranger who may 
become a friend. Maybe you learn that this stranger did something extraordinary that may 
improve the life of someone you care about. You certainly couldn’t tell that by just looking at 
him/her. 
 

Here is a list of some of the contributions made by Black Americans/ African-Americans that 
you may not be aware of: 
 

• Henry T. Sampson is the African-American who created the first cell phone back in 1971 and 
the First African-American student to earn a Ph. D. in Nuclear Engineering at the University of 
Illinois Urbana-Champaign in 1967. 

• Patricia E. Bath was an innovative research scientist and advocate for blindless prevention, 
treatment and cure. She invented a new device and technique for cataract surgery known as 
laserphaco. 

• Lucean Arthur Headen was an aviator, entrepreneur and inventor. He invented an automatic 
stabilizer to allow aircrafts to remain level in flight after banking. 

 

One can only imagine what life would be like without these inventions. 
 

Our hands are composed of five different types of fingers. They each have a function. One finger 
is not better than the other, as they are all needed to have a proper hand.  So is our human family. 
We all have a role to play and, we cannot all be thumbs. Let’s celebrate our diversity! 
 

Sincerely,  
 

Marie Adam-Ovide                                      Martha Taylor                                

District Manager                                                                      Chairperson          
 

It takes more than City Hall to make New York City great, it takes us all!  

NYS has a closed primary. You must be registered with political party to vote during the Primary 

Elections. If you are registered to vote and you would like to change your political party affiliation, 

Friday, February 14, 2025 is the last to make that change so you can vote in the June 24, 2025’s 

Primary Election.  For more information, please go to www.vote.NYC 

Voter registration cards are available at the Community Board 8 Office. 
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 January’s Community Board 8 Public Hearing/Meeting (recap) 
                                                     (Continued from Page 1) 

 

Guest Speaker - Honorable Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz  

She came to share the most recent activities happening in Queens County. She has two Assistant District  
Attorneys working for her now. They are obligated to go out into the community.  

There were 60,000 arrests and 48,000 arraignments in Queens County last year.  This included: 2500-gun 
cases, and 75 homicides. She also discussed how her office is addressing gangs, squatters, scooters, and 
scams. She also discussed the activities involving the Cold Case Unit. 

Honorable Councilmember Jim Gennaro 
Main Street - DOT made a decision to close off an area in front of Wasserman’s Supermarket for loading 
and unloading.  There will be traffic changes on Vleigh Place by the Kew Gardens Hills Library. This was 
presented to the community board in April. DOT will go out to do a study of the area to make it safer. 
There has been a lot of accidents, and people are getting killed.  
 

He announced that he allocated a Quarter Million dollars to deal with graffiti, spray painting, garbage         
receptacles etc. If you see any unsightly conditions in the community, call his office and they will take care 
of it. 

Shubhra Datta – representing Borough President Donovan Richards  
The Community Board application is now open.  The application window closes on February 14, 2025 by 
5:00 p.m. For those interested in applying or re-applying, please submit your application at 
queensbp.nyc.gov.  Please contact our office for a paper application at (718) 286-3000.  If you are a current 
CB member and not sure of your current status in needing to re-apply, please email Michael Carlier,       
Director of Community Boards at mcarlier@queensbp.nyc.gov. Once an application is submitted, our 
office will reach out to conduct phone interviews.  Notice of   appointments will be made in late March. 

Mr. Datta informed us of upcoming QBP events for January. 

Captain Mo Tsang – NYPD 107th Precinct 

He announced that crime was down in 2024, except for grand larceny, grand larceny auto and burglaries in 
the 107th Precinct. The issue of people posing as landscapers to burglarize homes targeting Asian house-
holds continues. He encouraged residents to call the police, if they notice suspicious people please call 911. 
He introduced some of his officers including officers from NCO Unit. 

Health Minute with Dr. Penny Stern – Health Committee Chair 

She shared important information about the Norovirus, which is not a new virus. Several thousand cases of 
norovirus occur each year, from late fall to early spring for the most part. Most people are aware of the   
virus from outbreaks on cruise ships but it can also strike at schools, restaurants, day care centers and      
various types of healthcare sites. The symptoms are: 

• A stomach virus accompanied by vomiting, diarrhea, headaches and body aches. 

• There is no specific treatment earmarked for norovirus, but people are advised to drink plenty of fluids, 
especially water to maintain hydration.  

• You can get the virus from another person or eating something bad or even touching a contaminated 
surface or object. When you put those unwashed hands in your mouth, there’s the entry route into the 
body. Washing your hands is the best protection and that means soap and water, not hand sanitizer. If 
you really feel sick, stay home to reduce the risk of infecting others. 

• If you’ve got a high fever and are really, seriously unwell, you need to seek medical attention promptly. 
Dehydration is a real concern with norovirus which is why hydration is so important. If you feel dizzy 
or like you’re going to faint, don’t wait to get help. As with most medical conditions, the very old and 
the very young are at particular risk so pay attention to people in those groups. There is no vaccine 
available, as of yet, but potential vaccines are being worked on. Try to stay healthy and avoid norovirus. 
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Holiday service is subject to change. If  your collection day falls on a holiday, 
please call 311 or check the Department of  Sanitation’s website: 

 
https://www.nyc.gov/site/dsny/index.page 

PROTECT YOUR PIPES FROM FREEZING 

Homeowners are responsible for protecting their pipes and water meters from freezing. Most pipes and    

water meters are in basements, crawl spaces, and other unheated areas, where cold winter temperatures could 

cause them to freeze. 

If a meter freezes and breaks because the homeowner did not take reasonable steps to protect it, DEP will 

repair or replace the meter and bill the homeowner for the cost. If a service line or pipe freezes and breaks, it 

is the homeowner’s responsibility to have repairs made by a licensed master plumber. 

To protect your pipes and water meters from freezing: 

• repair broken and cracked windows, doors, and walls 

• install storm windows on basement windows 

• tightly close doors and windows to the outside 

• insulate outside walls 

• eliminate drafts from crawl spaces 

• turn off the water to outside faucets, remove hoses, and drain the pipes 

• ask your local plumbing supplier about materials to insulate pipes and meters 

• take extra care to ensure your meter is insulated if it is installed in an unheated garage 

• insulate the wall and open cabinets if pipes or meters are in a closed cabinet against an outside wall to 

allow warmer air to reach them 

• arrange to have someone turn on a faucet periodically if you are going to be out of town during cold 

weather. 

If your pipes or meters freeze: 

1. Open a faucet near the frozen point to release vapor from melting ice. 

2. Direct a hair dryer or heat lamp at the frozen section, or put a small space heater nearby; 

and, NEVER thaw a frozen pipe or meter with an open flame. This is not only a fire hazard, but could 

also cause a steam explosion. 

If you are unable to thaw the frozen pipes, consult a licensed master plumber. If your meter is damaged by 

the cold, contact 311. 
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• What is Fair Fares? Fair Fares is a 
program to help New Yorkers 
with low incomes manage their 
transportation costs.  

•  Eligible low-income NYC        
residents receive a half-price     
discount on subway and eligible 
bus fares.  

•  More than 150,000 New Yorkers 
enrolled in the program in the 
first year.  

•  Low-income New Yorkers can 
apply through a new online    
platform.  

 

Visit: nyc.gov/fairfares 
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     LIQUOR LICENSE NOTIFICATION (S) 
 

Blocrock Luxury Inc. 
 d/b/a  Posh Pizza 
 190-21 Union Turnpike in Flushing 

NEW - Full Liquor License 

Rubsub Inc. 
 d/b/a  Kin’D 
 192 - 23 Union Turnpike in Fresh Meadows 

 Renewal - Full Liquor License 
 

 
Any complaints about establishments with liquor licenses should be sent to    
Community Board 8 in writing.  Unless a signed, written notification is     
received at our office, we cannot follow up. You must also include your     
address and telephone number. 

 

P.S. There will be no Cannabis/Liquor Committee meeting in February. 

DEMOLITION/VACATE NOTICE  
 
 

• 69-66 182rd Street — Excavation/Construction 
 

• 167-10 Union Turnpike — Vacate Order — January 15, 2025 
           Fire damage at wall and ceilings of  Apartments 1, 2 & 3. Broken  
           windows and plywood sealed at Apartments 2 & 3. No electricity at the  
           entire building. No gas service at the entire building. No hot water at 
            the entire building. No heat at the entire building.                 

            
NYC Department of  Housing Preservation Repair/Vacate Order issued. 

 

 

 
 

 

Community Board applications are open until February 14, 2025. If  you are a civic-minded 
individual interested in serving your local community board to advocate for your community, 
please complete the application at link below on Borough President Donovan Richards’ 
website to join: 
 

https://form.jotform.com/mcarlier/2025-queens-cb-application 

Nikko Hibachi Steakhouse & Bar, Inc. 
 d/b/a  Nikko Hibachi Steakhouse Restaurant & Lounge 
 192 - 23 Union Turnpike in Fresh Meadows 

 Renewal - Full Liquor License 

Cannabis—Retail Dispensary Premise 
420 Wonderland LLC 
 d/b/a  Just a Little Higher Briarwood 
138-72 Queens Boulevard in Briarwood 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=demolition+clip+art&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Q3SydOuPJDA_vM&tbnid=zAblaxPNf1NE8M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.123rf.com%2Fclipart-vector%2Fdemolition.html&ei=jkp5UY-TKeiW0QHLvYGQBA&bvm=bv.45645796,d.dmQ
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 February 2025 
Community Board 8, Queens 

African-American History Month 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28  

“Knowledge is a garden. If it isn’t cultivated, you can’t harvest it.”– Priscillar Wenyika 

 

Board Meeting 
Public Hearing 

7:30 p.m. 
Hillcrest  

Jewish Center  
183-02 Union  

Turnpike 

Executive  
Cmte. 

Meeting 
7:30 p.m. 

CB8 Office 

We’re closed 


