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COMMUNITY BOARD 6 MARCH 10, 2021

This meeting was held virtually via Zoom due to the COVID-19 Pandemic

PUBLIC FORUM

The public will now be able to state or read their comments during the zoom meeting. All
requests for public comment must be submitted via email to QN06@CB.NYC.GOV by 3pm

on the day of meeting. Public comments submitted by Friday at Spm, will be included in the
minutes.

Roland Meier

My name is Roland Meier, I am a resident of FH since 1977. My wife Ellen is a FH native who went to PS 101,
like our three children we have been privileged to raised here. Both Ellen and I are volunteers in neighborhood
organizations.

My subject refers to GOOD AND WELFARE OF THE CB 6 DISTRICT.

I would like to ask for your guidance and support, not only of the upcoming votes of NY Assembly Bill A5375
and NY Senate Bill S1113 eliminating the use of gas-powered leaf blowers from May 1- Sep 13, but how we can
work to mitigate the health hazards caused by these devices who severely impact the quality of life in our
communilies.

1 am working from home and have been a victim of constant gas leaf blower noise, fumes, and dust for the past
12 years. Now, with Covid, and many more residents working and studying from home, there is a growing
number of neighbors who share my experience and frustration.

Whereas leaf blowers have initially been used only for spring cleanup and fall leave removal, these devices are
now used constantly from March to December. With probably 90% of homeowners contracting with landscape
companies we are subjected to 80+ decibel noise basically 6 to 7 days a week from 8am to 7pm. As a result,

1t is difficult to concentrate on our work

We must close our windows to reduce the noise and avoid the dust & toxic fumes

We cannot engage in telephone calls and zoom meetings unless hiding in the basement

We cannot enjoy the outdoors or our backyard

Students doing their classes from home cannot concentrate and are unable to hear what a teacher is saying.

The toxic pollution caused by gas leaf blowers have a major impact on climate change.

° According to the CA Air Resources board, 1 hour use produces the same amount of air pollution as
driving a Toyota Camry 1,100 miles, the distance from New York to Orlando.

In fact, the agency estimated that in the early 2020s, pollution from leaf blowers and lawn mowers would
surpass pollution from passenger cars in Southern California, as newer, more efficient cars hit the road.

) According to the EPA, they produce 300X more asthma-inducing, smog-causing pollutants than a
pickup truck.

At this time over 30 States and close to 400 municipalities have recognized the huge drawbacks to gas leaf
blowers and implemented restrictions and the number is increasing. For example:

Effective April 01, 2021, the city of Oakland, CA (Pop. 440,000) bans the use of leaf blowers, chainsaws,
mowers, trimmers, and other lawn equipment that rely on combustion engines citing health and climate change
concerns.

Effective January 01, 2022 Washington D.C. (Pop. 715,000) bans the sale and use of gas-powered leaf blowers
Effective January 01, 2019, Palm Springs, CA prohibited the use of gasoline-powered leaf blowers to improve
air quality and reduce noise pollution. Additionally, the ordinance prohibits blowing of leaves and debris into
the street or onto adjacent properties. In the meantime, the landscaping industry has adjusted with more
environmentally friendly practices using brooms, rakes, and battery powered blowers. Where bans are in place,
landscaping companies are still in business and prices have not increased.
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The current Assembly & Senate Bills are our local solution:
PURPOSE OR GENERAL IDEA OF BILL: To prohibit the use of gas-powered leaf and lawn blowers from May
first and September thirtieth. This bill aims to cut down on the careless usage of leaf blowers by restricting its
usage as a landscaping tool in the non-fall months.
I addition to creating an awareness within CB6, I would like to close with two questions:

a) How can we help and work with you to give your support to Assembly Bill A5375 and Senate Bill S113

which seek to regulate the use of leaf blowers?

b) How can you help us diminish the impact of these machines on our quality of life?

Thank you.

Chair Weitzman expressed to the Board that all public comments are taken seriously
and are followed up with personal emails from the Chair and/or various committee chairs.

MINUTES
The minutes of February 10, 2021 were accepted as written.
CHAIR’S REPORT

Chair Alexa Weitzman took a few minutes to acknowledge that this is the anniversary
of our last in person meeting. She acknowledged those that we lost in our community to
COVID. There have been 752,000 COVID cases in New York City and approximately 29,000
deaths. In addition, she mentioned the rising hate crimes against Asians / Asian Americans.
Queens CB 6 takes this very seriously and stands with these individuals. As part of its
Diversity, Education and Community Engagement Committee, CB 6 will be looking into ways
to address this further. Chair Weitzman welcomes feedback regarding how the Community
Board can help with these issues and make this community better and more accepting.

Chair Alexa Weitzman asked everyone to remember CB 6 Members: Dr. Karl Newman,
Christopher Collett and Joseph Hennessy as well as all the members of the community that
were lost this year with a moment of silence.

Chair Weitzman mentioned that an Ad Hoc Committee (Diversity, Education and
Community Engagement) was formed with Tania Padgett as the Chair and Kevin Ly as the Co-
Chair. If any Board Members are interested in taking part, they can let her know.

Chair Weitzman acknowledged the following CB Members that will not be renewing
their CB Membership this year and thanked them for their service: Naomi Altman, Soumaly
King, Norman Leibowitz, Gloria Ferreras, Jeremy Golant. There have been over 50 people
that have applied to be on the board this year. The Executive Committee will be taking a look
at the role of the public members on Committees.

Chair Weitzman reminded everyone that there is now a google calendar on our CB 6
website, www.nyc.gov/cb6q. This will contain all the links to sign up for meetings and events.
Also, you can subscribe to the calendar and the CB events will show up on your google



calendar. Also, Alexa reminded everyone that David Schneier is working on a proclamation
about COVID. If you want to work with David on this, please reach out via the office.

Last, Chair Weitzman thanked the Board Members and the CB 6 Staff for all the work
they do.

DISTRICT MANAGER’S REPORT

District Manager Frank Gulluscio announced that there are about 10 openings on CB 6,
so if you don’t get on the board this year, don’t get discouraged because you can still
participate in our community.

DM Gulluscio announced that he participated in a rally at Borough Hall regarding the
hate going on in our community with Asian Americans.

As a follow up on legislation that Frank spoke about last month with respect to Zoning
that was introduced by Speaker Johnson, this isn’t being voted on at this time.

District Manager Gulluscio mentioned Conflicts of Interest. This is to ensure that
“public servants do not use or appear to use your public position to benefit your private
interest, those of your family or associates”. If you are unsure if a situation is a conflict of
interest, we can find out.

District Manager Gulluscio announced that the status of further budget cuts is unknown
at this time. We are waiting for more information following the city and state budget.

Last, DM Gulluscio announced that York College is a great location to get a COVID
Vaccine. He mentioned that 18% of Queens residents have received their first dose. Also,
they are hiring individuals to work at Vaccine locations. There are a lot of different jobs there,
not just those administering the vaccines.

ELECTION TO FILL VACANCY FOR VICE CHAIR-SECRETARY

Kevin Ly nominated Mark Laster. Peter Beadle seconded the nomination.
There were no other nominations.
Secretary cast one ballot for Mark Laster as Vice Chair-Secretary.

ELECTION TO FILL VACANCY FOR VICE CHAIR-FINANCE

John Dereszewski nominated Heather Dimitriadis. Bruce Grossberg seconded the nomination.
There were no other nominations.
Secretary cast one ballot for Heather Dimitriadis as Vice Chair-Finance.
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CONSUMER AFFAIRS COMMITTEE REPORT

Elizabeth Newton, Chair of Consumer Affairs Committee reported that the Board
received one class change application. The class change is an existing restaurant that has a

beer/wine license and they would like to a wine, beer and liquor license:
White Radish, 108-25 Ascan Avenue, FH *Class Change*

CB 6 received the following liquor license renewals:

11 Poeta, 98-04 Metropolitan Avenue, FH
Mike’s Pizza, 71-75 Yellowstone Blvd., FH
Pizza Classica, 89-89 Union Turnpike, Glendale
Chipotle Mexican Grill, 70-30 Austin St., FH
Chebruechnaya, 92-07/92-09A 63 Avenue, RP

bl ot e

The 112 Precinct had no issues or complaints with these establishments.

The Committee had no objections to the new or renewal applications. A motion to
approve the new and renewal applications passed unanimously on a roll call vote.

CB 6 received the following Street Fair Applications:

1. QUEENS BOULEVARD FOREST HILLS FAIR

SUNDAY, APRIL 11, 2021 10:00AM - 6:00PM
QUEENS BLVD. BETWEEN YELLOWSTONE BLVD. & 70 ROAD

2. 112™ EXPL.ORERS SPRING BLOCK PARTY
SUNDAY, APRIL 25, 2021 10:00AM - 6:00PM
QUEENS BLVD. BETWEEN YELLOWSTONE BLVD. & 70 ROAD

3. 63" Drive SPRING FESTIVAL
SATURDAY, MAY 1, 2021 10:00AM — 6:00PM
63R° DRIVE BETWEEN QUEENS BLVD. & AUSTIN STREET

4. FOREST HILLS FESTIVAL OF THE ARTS
SUNDAY, JUNE 13, 2021 10:00AM — 6:00PM
AUSTIN STREET BETWEEN 69™ ROAD & 72N° ROAD

5. 112 EXPLORERS SUMMER BLOCK PARTY
SUNDAY, JUNE 27, 2021 10:00AM - 6:00PM
QUEENS BLVD BETWEEN YELLOWSTONE BLVD. & 70® ROAD

6. QUEENS BOULEVARD FESTIVAL
SUNDAY, JULY 18, 2021 10:00AM - 6:00PM
QUEENS BLVD BETWEEN YELLOWSTONE BLVD & 70% ROAD

7. 63R° DRIVE FESTIVAL
SUNDAY, AUGUST 15, 2021 10:00AM - 6:00PM
63 DRIVE BETWEEN QUEENS BLVD. & AUSTIN STREET

8. FOREST HILLS FALL FESTIVAL
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2021 10:00AM — 6:00PM
AUSTIN STREET BETWEEN 69™ ROAD & 72"P ROAD
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9, JUNCTION BOULEVARD REGO PARK FAIR
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2021 10:00AM - 6:00PM
JUNCTION BLVD. BETWEEN QUEENS BLVD. & 62 DRIVE

Chair Newton explained that right now, street fairs are not allowed due to COVID but
the city doesn’t know if this will be extended past 3-31-21. Therefore, we are voting on these
items but also waiting on further guidance from the city and the Street Activity Permit Office.

There was a lot of discussion amongst Community Board Members regarding holding
these street fairs while we are still dealing with COVID in our city. Some CB Members felt
that these events should be held until after June 1. In addition, there were some concerns
regarding the Queens Boulevard Festival on July 18, 2021 since it is a religious observance

day.
A motion to approve these events passed on a roll call vote. The votes are listed below:
Queens Boulevard Forest Hills Fair: 27 Yes, 6 No, 5 Abstain
112 Explorers Spring Block Party: 32 Yes, 6 No
63 Drive Spring Festival: 32 Yes, 6 No
Forest Hills Festival of the Arts: 35 Yes, 3 No
112 Explorers Summer Block Party: 35 Yes, 3 No
Queens Boulevard Festival: 31 Yes, 7 No
63RP Drive Festival: 34 Yes, 3 No, 1 Abstain
Forest Hills Fall Festival: 35 Yes, 3 No

Junction Boulevard Rego Park Fair: 30 Yes, 3 No, 5 Abstain

Elizabeth also reported that her committee has been working on a Small Business
Informational Webinar to show our support for small businesses. There will be guest speakers
addressing grants, loans, free legal services, marketing tips, technology etc). Also, there will
be some small business owners speaking about their experiences and ask questions. It will be
held on March 16, 2021 6:30pm via Zoom.

TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE REPORT

Alejandra Diaz-Houston, Co-Chair, reported that the committee met on February 18,
2021. The committee discussed the following:
- Budget Requests



- Alderton Street — There is a subcommittee that is conducting a community input
survey. More details will be provided as they are available.

- Bike Rack locations

- Sidewalk construction permits and repairs with respect to the lack of transparency to
adjacent homeowners. The committee is working on a letter and some
recommendations.

The next meeting will be Thursday March 18, 2021. Among other agenda items, there
will be a presentation on Open Streets by Jim Burke from the 34™ Avenue Open Streets
Coalition to discuss how they have been successful and how we can support our open
street participants.

LAND USE AND HOUSING COMMITTEE REPORT

BSA Calendar #: 2020-68-BZ — 107-50 Queens Boulevard

SPECIAL PERMIT (§73-36) TO PERMIT THE OPERATION OF A PHYSICAL CULTURE
ESTABLISHMENT (M BEAUTY SPA) CONTRARY TO ZR §32-10. C4-5X SPECIAL FOREST
HILLS DISTRICT

Prameet Kumar, Chair, reported that the committee met on March 1, 2021. The
applicant’s representative attended the committee meeting. The owner wasn’t aware that a
Physical Culture Permit was required. Once the owner became aware, he filed for this permit.
The committee motion (passed unanimously in committee) is to approve. This motion passed
on a voice vote (34 Yes, 1 No, 1 Abstain)

Prameet also spoke about reaching out to BSA to see if there is a way for the CB to help
inform businesses when they require these types of permits.

EDUCATION, LIBRARY AND YOUTH COMMITTEE REPORT

Heather Dimitriadis, Chair, reported the following:
Libraries:

Rego Park Library: Project is moving forward. Artists Selection took place on 2-23.
There was a walkthrough that took place on 2-26. We are waiting for the Library to let us
know when they can come and make a presentation to the Community Board. Ms. Dimitriadis
showed photo renderings of the design of the library. The completion is slated for Spring
2025.

Education:

Middle schools opened on February 25, 2021 and High Schools are slated to open on
March 22, 2021. When high schools open, they are opening to students that signed up for
hybrid / blended learning. Those that signed up to be remote only will remain remote. There
is a possibility that there will be another window where parents can switch back to hybrid or
remote, but this hasn’t been determined yet. School closures change on a day to day basis.
You can check the DOE website for up to date information, including parochial schools and
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daycares.

There is a new schools Chancellor, Meisha Ross Porter, a District 28 student and a
teacher, principal, and executive superintendent.

The CB made a statement to the CEC regarding the number of expansions that are
taking away space from local parks / play space.

DIVERSITY, EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (DECE) REPORT

Kevin Ly, Co-Chair, reported that the committee drafted a mission statement that will
be shared soon but the committee is dedicated to creating a more inclusive and safer
community through education, civic engagement, and community partnerships. One of the
first things the committee would like to do is make a list of resources for anti-hate, anti-
profiling (advocacy groups, non-profits, city government, etc). The goal of this list is to make
it available for CB members and members of the public. If anyone has any suggestions, please
email them to the CB office.

Kevin also reported that he is a delegate to the Queens General Assembly, and they are
planning a Hate Crime Forum in conjunction with Queens Borough Hall on May 25, 2021. He
feels that there are a lot of overlapping themes between the Queens General Assembly and the
CB’s DECE Committee.

Kevin announced that this committee consists of CB Members and Members of the
Public.

Last, Mr. Ly followed up on earlier comments about the Asian American community by
stating that the Committee will be inviting local community groups that represent Asian
Americans to discuss their concerns.

AGING / SOCIAL SERVICES / DISABILITIES COMMITTEE REPORT

Mark Laster, Co-Chair, reported that the committee met on Monday March 8. The
committee will have a series of presentations regarding COVID-19. The next presentation will
be on Monday March 15, 2021 regarding Elder Abuse and Elder Fraud. There will be guest
speakers from the Queens DA’s office and the Elder Abuse Council. On April 26, there will
be a presentation on disability etiquette. If you have any issues or questions that you would
like to see addressed, you can send to the CB Office. Last, there will be a May Presentation on
Coping with Post-COVID-19.

The committee also created 2 sub-committees for the following:
o Directory of community resources
o Design a questionnaire to community about what issues are important and
should be taken up by the committee
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The committee will meet on Monday April 12, 2021.
COVID UPDATE

Dr. Karl Newman has been attending meetings regarding the COVID vaccine and other
COVID related topics and would report back monthly. Since Dr. Newmann’s passing, if there
is someone on the board that has an interest in the medical field and would like to take this
over, please reach out to Alexa.

GOOD & WELFARE

Board Member Jean Silva emailed the following statement to be read by Chair Alexa
Weitzman and put into the minutes:

I have been on the board for over eight years now and have never had so much confusion come from
the chair and the executive committee. The lack of respect for Frank, Christine and staff for all the
hard work they have done over the years is incredible.

The email put out on Feb 8, 2021, was a put down to Joe Hennessey & the many years he was Chair of
CB#6.

Giving the Parks Chair a protocol for how to run a Committee is a personal insult.

You have been on the board for four years now, two years as a board member and chair 2 years as
chair. You really don’t have the understanding or knowledge to run a Chair

In my opinion and seeing how many of our Board members are leaving us this year I'm not alone in
the above statement.

There was much discussion regarding this. It was decided that this isn’t the place to discuss
this type of issue and if anyone wanted to continue the conversation, it could be done in a more
private setting thinking about how we can move forward with the betterment of the community
at the root of our action.

Heidi Chain announced that the 112% Precinct Community Council Meeting will be on
Wednesday March 17, 2021at 7:00pm. RSVP and send questions for Captain Cappelmann to
councill 12(@yahoo.com

Mark Laster announced that the FH Green Team, reached an agreement with the Parks
Department to start composting at Macdonald Park. They will be partnering with the Queens
Botanical Gardens and the Friends of Macdonald Park.

Brendan Griffith announced that on March 25, 2021 at 6:00pm, the NYC Central Labor
Council, Workers United SEIU and the Remember the Triangle Fire Coalition will be holding
a Commemorative Event to honor the 146 immigrant women that died in the Triangle
Shirtwaist Fire.

Edwin Wong announced that the FH Asian Association will be working on different projects in
the Community to being awareness to the Anti-Asian sentiment that is taking place in our

city.
8



MAYOR’S COMMUNITY AFFAIRS UNIT
Jessica Schabowski announced the following:

- Over the past weekend 100,000 New Yorkers were vaccinated. We have the
capacity for 500,000 dosages per week, but the city doesn’t have the supply.
However, now that the Johnson and Johnson Vaccine was approved, the city expects
an increase over the next few weeks. The best vaccine to take at this time, is the one
that is available to you.

- NY continues to track variants more than any other city

- DFTA has been identifying homebound individuals to get them vaccinated. These
vaccines are being done by FDNY.

- Sunday March 14 will be COVID-19 Day of Remembrance. If you lost someone
you to COVID-19, you can share their name and photo to be displayed during the
event.

- Vaccine for all Corp is hiring individuals to assist with the Vaccine effort. There are
clinical roles as well as support and administrative roles.

NYS SENATOR JOSEPH P. ADDABBO JR.
Sarah Spellman announced the following:
- The month of March, all offices are drop off locations for E-Waste Recycling
- On April 6, there will be a Virtual Event with DCAS regarding Civil Service Jobs
- Happy to co-host the Small Business Webinar with CB 6
- If you have issues with unemployment or vaccines, feel free to contact the office

ASSEMBLY MEMBER DANIEL ROSENTHAL
Ricky Malone announced the following:
- Assemblyman Rosenthal is working on a bill to provide greater transparency in
Ranked Choice Voting
- Assemblyman Rosenthal is happy to head the Task Force on Food, Farm & Nutrition
Policy and increase the Nourish New York Program. This will save farms and bring
food to people in NY that need it.

COUNCIL MEMBER KAREN KOSLOWITZ
Michael Cohen spoke briefly about the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory. He also spoke about
changes to 2 zoning applications that the Community Board voted on. In December, the city
abrogated the AIRS Senior Affordable Housing Program. This will affect the following
applications: 91-32 63" Drive and 68-19 Woodhaven Boulevard. The number of units were
reduced and therefore the number of affordable units would also have to be reduced. The
Council Member pushed for the developer to keep to their promise of increased affordable
housing.
ASSEMBLY MEMBER ANDREW HEVESI
Michael Carlier announced that the Assemblyman is working on the following:

- Assembly Bill 3146 — Recalculation of Empire State Child Tax Credit



- Assembly Bill 4109 — Relates to providing support and services for youth suffering
from adverse childhood experiences (ACE’s), which have increased since the
pandemic and lockdown. He would also like to bring awareness to ACE’s

- Rent Supplements

Assemblyman Hevesi is continuing weekly mask giveaways on Sundays at the FH
Greenmarket.

NYC COMPTROLLER SCOTT STRINGER
Haris Khan introduced Katrina Asante, Director of Community Affairs and announced the
following:

- MWBE University Series: M/WBE University Series is designed to expand access
and opportunities for minority and women-owned business enterprises (M/WBEs)
seeking to do business with the City. MWBE University is a year-long series of
workshops designed to help MWBEs get certified with the City, navigate the
procurement process, and gain access City contracts.

- Budget Season: Comptroller Stringer is highlighting immediate needs for residents
and overspending from agencies

Meeting adjourned at 9:10 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Christine Nolan
Community Coordinator
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__ NAOMIALTMAN Y Y Y Yy
~ awsaavoN | Y | v |y v |
_ PETERBEADLE | Y | Y | Y | ¥
MIRIAM BERFAS A A A A
_ HEIDICHAIN | Y ABS Y | ABS S
__ SHERIDANCHU | ¥ | ¥ Y L{ i}
ALEXANDER COHEN Y Y Y Y
__JOHN DERESZEWSKI | Yo X Y Y B
ALEJANDRA DIAZ-HOUSTON N | N | N N | ]
HEATHER DIMITRIADIS { Y Y . Y Y
ETHAN FELDER A A A A )
 GLORIA FERRERAS _# A | A A | A
JEREMY GOLANT | A A | A A B
GAIL GORDON ] Y | Y . ¢ ___ABS a
 BRENDANGRIFFITH | Y Y [ Y | Y | -
~ BRUCE GROSSBERG | Y Y Y Y |
'RABBI MORDECHAI HECHT Y | Y Y Y -
_ ODED HORODNICEANU Y T Y Y Y )
MYRNA JACOBSON Y | Y Y Y N
EMANUIL KALENDAREV A T A A A )
JOYCE KEVELSON Y | Y y |y |
~ SOUMALYKING Y Y Y y
PRAMEET KUMAR Y Y Y Y | |
MARK LASTER Y | Y | Y | X
NORMAN LEIBOWITZ Yy | Y Y Y -
RALPH LEONART ‘ Y Y Y Yy | ]
___ JONATHANLI : Yy Y Y _ Y .
KEVIN LY y | Y | Y | ¥
~JAMES MAKIN A | A A ‘A |
_ JACKMEDINA Y Y | Y Y |
~ RENEEMEHRRA | Y Y | Y | ABS | |
STEVEN METZ . N N | N N
_ PATMORGAN Y Yy | Y ABS
~ EDWARD MURRAY Y Y Y | Y )
__ RAFAELNEKTALOV | A A A A -
~ ELIZABETHNEWTON Y | Y Y Y
~ TANIA PADGETT A A A A |
~ SHARI ROLNICK Y Y Y Yy | ]
) DAVID SCHNEIER N Y Y Yy |
 HERBERTSCHONHAUT | N Y Y Y -
JEAN SILVA N N N N
ROBERT SILVER A , A A A
MARSHA SILVERSTEIN Y Y Y Y | ]
SUSAN WANDERMAN N | Y Y Y
ALEXA WEITZMAN Y y | v ¥ | B
JOAN WESTON N Y Y ABS | |
~_ EDWIN WONG Y Y Y Y ]
TOTALS: Y-31,N-7 |Y-34,N-3,ABS-1|  Y-35,N-3 Y'i‘l;‘s'_?'
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