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Project Location

« Queens Boulevard
between Skillman Ave
and Roosevelt Ave

* 1.0 mile stretch
through the heart of
Sunnyside connecting
Long Island City,
Queens Piaza and the
Queensboro Bridge,
and neighborhoods to
the east
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Background

« Q60 Bus, Q32 bus, and numerous
express buses (QM1, 4, 5, 6, 31, 35,
36, 44, X63, 64, and 68) run on this
portion of Queens Blvd

« Queens Boulevard is a through truck
route

« Queens Boulevard is a busy
commercial corridor with commercial
land use on the eastern half and more
industrial uses on the western half

Queens Blvd at 40™" St, looking west

e 7 train runs on Queens Boulevard

yc.gov/visionzero 3



Corridor Context

« Queens Blvd connects directly to Queens Plaza,
the Queensboro Bridge, Thomson Ave, and
Midtown Manhattan

- Congestion Pricing expected to start in June
2024

* Queensboro Bridge South Outer Roadway to be
converted to pedestrian pain in Summer 2024
and north outer roadway to become dedicated
two-way bike lane

« These improvements are expected to reduce the
number of vehicles driving into midtown
Manhattan and increase the bike and pedestrian
demand for crossing into Manhattan via the
Queensboro Bridge

yc.gov/visionzero
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Vision Zero

« |n 2023, NYC DOT released
new Vision Zero Priority
Geographies — identifying
streets with the highest rates
of pedestrian severe injuries
citywide

« Queens Boulevard is a Vision
Zero Priority Corridor with 4.1
pedestrian KSI per mile (2017
—2021)

« Queens Blvd is within a Vision
Zero Priority Area

... Map of Vision Zero Priority Geographies
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Crash and Injury Data

« Between 2019 and 2023,
351 people have been
injured on this portion of
Queens Boulevard —a

* 11 severe injuries have
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Queens Boulevard g
Injury Summary, 2019-2023 (5 Years) s
Mode Total Severe | Fatalities KsI
Injuries | Injuries
Pedestrian 48 1 0 1
Bicyclist 32 1 0 1
Motor Vehicle Occupant 255 6 0 6
Other Motorized 16 3 0 3
Total 351 1 0 g
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Map of Injuries, Queens Blvd, Skillman Ave to Roosevelt Ave
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Queens Boulevard Previous Work

« Starting in 2015 and finishing in 2023, NYC DOT
redesigned Queens Boulevard between Roosevelt
Ave and Hillside Ave

« Redesigns added a Protected Bike Lane,
expanded pedestrian space, and slowed turning
vehicles

« Project has shown substantial safety
improvements for all roadway users and has led to
a considerable increase in cyclist volumes

*  68% reduction in fatalities
* 34% reduction in injuries
» 42% reduction in pedestrian injuries

« Cyclist volumes have increased by 122 —
250% across the corridor

yc.gov/visionzero 8



Existing Conditions - Geometry

Queens Blvd between Van Dam St and Roosevelt Ave consists of two 50" wide roadways
separated by the 7 train and parking lots underneath the subway

Each direction has four full time travel lanes and a parking lane/rush hour lane that is frequently
unusable for rush hour travel

Long crossing distances for pedestrians at intersections, no space for cyclists along road

10' ’ { 1 ’ ' f ' ’
Parking Lanel 10 10 10 10 Subway 10 10 10 10

&Rush Hour . Travel Lane Travel Lane Travel Lane Travel Lane
Lane

10
|Parking Lane
Travel Lane Travel Lane Travel Lane Travel Lane g Rush Hour

Lane

50° :

I , ]
} 50

... Cross-Section of Queens Blvd with 4 full-time travel lanes in each direction, separated by the 7 train structure
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Existing Conditions

Pedestrians

« Heavy pedestrian volumes and long
crossing distances

« Large, wide intersections allow drivers
to take fast turns onto Queens Blvd,
endangering pedestrians

« Fail-to-yield left turns cause
the most frequent injuries to
pedestrians on the corridor

« Leading Pedestrian Intervals exist for L R a8 ~\’
pedestrians Crossing Queens Blvd A truck turns left into pedestrians crossing Queens
Blvd at 47t St, above; pedestrians crossing
Queens Blvd at 39 St, below

yc.gov/visionzero 10



Existing Conditions
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Cyclists

« High cyclist volumes (over 300 daily cyclists)
despite no bicycling infrastructure

« Lack of dedicated roadway space leads to
cyclists sharing travel lanes with fast moving
buses, trucks, and vehicles

« Cyclists often have to swerve around double-
parked vehicles

Cyclists riding on Queens Blvd

yc.gov/visionzero 11



Existing Conditions

Drivers

« Four to five travel lanes encourage high
speeds, especially during off-peak hours

« Aggressive driving leads to high rate of rear-
end and right-angie crashes and injuries

» Wide roadway and intersections encourage
fast turns onto Queens Boulevard in dense
pedestrian areas — particularly left turns

SRR

Drivers and vehicles on Queens Blvd, above
A car turns through the crosswalk at 47t St, below

yc.gov/visionzero 12



Existing Conditions
Parking and Loading

« DOT Street Ambassadors surveyed businesses on
Queens Blvd to understand loading and delivery
patterns

« 59 businesses on Queens Blvd completed DOT's
survey about loading patterns and needs

« 11 AM -1 PM reported as busiest time for receiving
deliveries

« Box trucks are most frequent vehicle used to make
deliveries

»Most deliveries occur from double parked vehicles in [ o= T aw
front of businesses, with morethfrequent d?hUble Above: DOT employee surveys in front of a business
parking observed between 40™ St and 48™ St Below: A box truck unloads on Queens Blvd

yc.gov/visionzero 13



Existing Conditions

On-Street Perception

« DOT Street Ambassadors surveyed 215 respondents
on Queens Blvd about roadway safety perceptions
and changes

« Most common traffic safety concerns were speeding
vehicles and vehicles failing to yield

« Most desired improvements were Protected Bike
Lanes and bus lanes

« Respondents identified removing curbside parking
and moving lanes as acceptable tradeoffs for
roadway improvements

* Survey remains open and can be taken in the next few
weeks L sl & R
DOT Street Ambassadors surveying on Queens Blvd

yc.gov/visionzero 14



Proposal

« Remove a travel lane and eliminate rush hour regulations to encourage safer driving
speeds on Queens Blvd

« Add a curbside bike lane protected with a floating parking lane to provide a safe cycling
connection

« Add pedestrian islands at all feasible locations to shorten crossing distances and
encourage slower, safer turns

o et
§ i fl
Subway 10° o Bg(e
Travel Lane Travel Lane Travel Lane Yoy
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Protected Bike Lane Safety | ... &fj Safetyiand

Jl'_usf N:-}u f_;m-ur:;

As part of DOT’s Pedestrian Safety and Older New Yorkers study
(2022), DOT analyzed the impact of Protected Bike Lanes on
safety for roadway users

Protected Bike Lane designs are proven to calm traffic and
improve safety for all roadway users

Safety improvements associated with Protected Bike Lanes are
most impactful for the most vulnerable roadway users
+All users:
*14.8% injury reduction
*16.1% KSI reduction
*Pedestrians
*17.8% injury reduction
+29.2% KSI reduction

Senior Pedestrians NEWalOrKedsity.
+22% injury reduction Cover of NYC DOT's Pedestrian Safety and
139% KSlreduction Older New Yorkers Report

yc.gov/visionzero 16
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Pedestrian Improvements

* Protected Bike Lane design will lead to significant
pedestrian safety improvements along the corridor

+ Pedestrian islands reduce crossing distances from 50°
to 31’ — 33’ reducing exposure to turning vehicles

. 34 out of 35 crosswalks within the corridor will |
be shortened with pedestrian islands

« DOT investigating pursuing islands at high
voiume and high crash iocations in concrete

* Leading Pedestrian intervais increased (where
feasible) from 7 seconds to 10 seconds to give more
conflict-free pedestrian crossing time

i Y

* Protected Bike Lane design slows all turns onto —
g Pedestrians crossing Queens Blvd

Queens Boulevard, resulting in safer turns and
improved yielding

yc.gov/visionzero 19






