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GRID LAYOUT

Due to the grid layout in most of the city, non-local
commuters and trucks can use what would otherwise be
quiet local neighborhood streets to avoid congestion.

Google Maps and Waze have exacerbated the problem.

{IP AND DRIVING IN NYC
An overwhelming majority of NYC residents do not drive

a vehicle daily, yet their neighborhoods are filled with
constant moving vehicular traffic.




Exploring a
Neighborhood Approach
to Reduce Cut-Through Traffic

OpenPlans




In a 2023 poll by Data for Progress, we found...’

New Yorkers
in their neighborhoods







Exploring 2 Neighborhood Approach to Reduce Traffic

What is a
p)

A neighborhood approach to managing traffic in
a way that redirects through-traffic away from
residential areas. The primary aim is to

LTNs promote walking, cycling, and socializing,
creating a healthier, more welcoming
environment for all.

e

»;A - 9

e

BARCELONA, SPAIN -
s =




' Designing a
Low Traffic
Neighborhood
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LOW TRAFFIC
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Vehicular Traffic

Traffic can reach all
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have full access







Diagonal diverters




Diagonal diverters .

hood Open Plans | openplans.org

Explaring a




Plaza blocks near
key destinations

=
7

Qpen P opanplans.onp

Exploring a Ne 100 RGO.




Plaza blocks near
key destinations

| openplans.org
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Shared Space Streets |

Exploring a Neighbarhood Approach to Reduce Trathc
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Shared Space Streets
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When designing an LTN If done correctly, this will ensure:

Through routes for private motorized € Longer car journeys use the
vehicles are redirected away from strategic boundary roads.

residential streets.
Streets within the LTN become

Access to all homes by private 3 safe for people of all ages and
vehicles is maintained. abilities.

Streets return to be public spaces

All deliveries and emergency vehicles
for people to socialize and play.

can still access any destination inside
the zone.




This neighborhood approach
is gaining ground worldwide
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" Benefits for the neighborhood

Through driving is redirected as cars They make streets safer, by reducing
move to perimeter roads for necessary crime’®and slowing down cars® in
car trips.” residential neighborhoods.

Traffic on boundary roads

e stayed largely consistent, with
é%% o 4 6 9 °/ a slight average decrease of "‘M:A o 5 00/ In LTNs, there is a
el «J /o R °

10-18% reduction
reduction in traffic volume o ] 6 o/o reduction in car-related casualties In crime
°




Benefits for the neighborhood

Air quality is improved with less
emissions in the neighborhood.”

concentration of L) 5.7% © 9%

¢
' ; s |
E.}, nitrogen dioxide fell within LTNs on boundary roads

Boosts active travel, leading to health
benefits that include increased life
expectancy, reduced mortality, and fewer
sick days.”

@ increases life expectancy

s o & 250/ by 200 days
R < 5 o @ In London: prevented 37

more active travel deaths and half a million
sick days annually
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Extra space is allocated to
the community: trees can be
planted, public seating areas or
playgrounds can be added
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With lower traffic volumes and speeds
LTN streets naturally integrate into
the bike network without need’ ing
further investment and separate
infrastructure. »
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Benefits for the city
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- What LTNs LTNs are NOT
are NOT pedestrianization

Unlike Open Streets, LTNs are self-enforcing and
don’t require programming or other daily
maintenance (like moving barricades).

Do not reduce emergency response times
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Do not prohibit vehicle access

LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM



What LTNs LTNs do NOT
are NOT ~ require removing
parking

Additional improvements can be made by removing
parking, but an LTN can be created without
_removing any parking.

Do not reduce emergency response times

Do not prohibit vehicle access

Not pedestrianization




- What LTNs LTNs do NOT
are NOT prohibit vehicle
access

L TNs maintain full access for all essential vehicles
including emergency services, garbage trucks, deliveries,
and local traffic

Do not reduce emergency response times
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Not pedestrianization




What LTNs
are NOT

Not pedestrianization
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Do not prohibit vehicle access

LTNs do NOT
reduce emergency
response times

According to several studies in London, because LTN’s
reduce traffic, emergency vehicles are able to more
easily access their destination without the obstruction of
obstacles like double parked vehicles or congestion.
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What about
New York City?

@ SUNNYSIDE, QUEENS



NYC already applies
these elements
successfully in various
neighborhoods

NYC’s current toolbox includes...
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Open Streets

@ PASEQ PA
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Slow Streets




Redirecting flow

Diverters
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LTNs bring all
these together in
one area to amplify
their collective
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Chicanes

impact.










_ areas with speeding and
areas with evident cut-through driving
safety issues

community centers, schools,
parks that should have
slower quieter streets




Thank you!

If you have any questions, or need further
information, please let us know!

Talya Schwartz
Lead Strategist, Urban Mobility
talya@openplans.org

C\B OpenPlans
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Suggest a
Low Traffic
Neighborhood!

Do you have a
neighborhood in mind
that you think might
be a good fit for a Low

Traffic Neighborhood
(LTN)? Scan below.
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