








Neil Herdan — Advised that he is raising $1,000 a week for the Whitey Ford Project. He advised that he
just received a gift from Sally Ann Francis, the daughter of Whitey Ford.

Frank Arcabascio — President of 30" Avenue Business Association
e MTA is hurting the businesses in his area;
o He noted 2™ Avenue businesses raised 30% after the train station was complete — but what about
when you close the station. As you get closer to the train station and construction begins at least
40% -60% of business will be lost.

Roseann McSorely — owner of Katch Restaurant
o Reiterated Frank’s discussions and pleaded for the Board’s help.

Chairwoman Torniali advised that she is willing to have a meeting with the MTA and will keep up the
pressure; maybe another meeting with the MTA and elected officials. She asked for a shuttle bus —
the MTA doesn’t provide shuttle bus for transportation; but should provide a shuttle bus for good will.
Chairwoman Torniali assured the public that the Board is working very hard on this issue behind the
scenes.

The Community and Economic Development Committee offered their services to help the small
businesses of Astoria with this crippling situation.

Motion to approve Minutes of January 16, 2018: Vanessa Jones-Hall made the Motion; Andre Stith
seconded same.

Chairwoman Torniali’s Report:
¢ She has listened to complaints from businesses and residents regarding the transit situation.
o Even if the Board makes suggestions, the MTA will not follow these suggestions.

District Manager Koulouris’ Report:

e Our District hosted the Queens Borough President’s State of the Borough at Frank Sinatra
School;

We also hosted the Queens World Film Festivals at the Museum of Moving Image;

Councilman Van Bramer and the Queens Borough President hosted a visioning session for
Ravenswood Playground;

o LaGuardia Airport installed an art exhibit in Marine Air Terminal which is in conjunction with
the Smithsonian Institute named “A Place for All People” which will change each month.

o Councilman Costa Constantinides hosted a State of the District and invited the new speaker of the
NYC Council Corey Johnson to our District.

Committee Reports:

Consumer Affairs — Chair Andy Aujla
o February Liquor License - had a review with the 114 Precinct on 2 stipulations with no issues.

Motion to approve the February Liquor Licenses: Melanie La Rocca made the motion; Antonella Di
Saverio seconded - No opposition.

Environmental Protection — Chair Antonella Di Saverio

e On February 8, 2018 Environmental Protection and Health Committees met with Organics
from Sanitation Department. In May, 2018, Astoria and Long Island City home owners will
get a 13 gallon brown bin container to contain food roughage.



. She stated that at least 1/3 of your garbage is food which will be recycled into fertilizers.

Land Use and Zoning - Co Chair Elizabeth Erion

She noted that last month when the Board voted on the 35-10 Astoria Blvd. Rezoning
Application, there was a text amendment which we disapproved. The City Planning Commission
pulled it and didn’t want to jeopardize the current project it was attached to. The City Planning
Commission will figure out a better way to enter the application and will attach to another project
in the future.

Parks, Recreation & Cultural - Chair Nancy Silverman

The Committee met with the Park’s Department who did a presentation of the reconstruction and
stabilization of the Hallett’s Cove Seawall and will include the esplanade and fencing. The
Committee met and discussed it and voted unanimously to reccommend a Letter of Approval.
Motion — Nancy Silverman requested Board’s approval of the project. All in favor.

Big 10 Network painted a mural (and resurfaced) to improve the basketball court at the
Triborough Bridge Playground Basketball Court. They wish to provide basketball clinics the day
of the ribbon cutting — work has already started and opening is February 28, 2018 from

3:00 pm to 4:30 pm.

Chair Torniali made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Vanessa Jones Hall.

Meeting adjourned: 8:40 pm.






