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Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on the compensation of New York 

City elected officials, and the Quadrennial Advisory Commission (“the Commission”) 

process.  

 

Reinvent Albany supports pay for government leaders that reflects the importance of 

their decisions on the everyday lives of New Yorkers and encourages high-quality 

candidates to seek public office.  

 

However, if New York City’s government leaders expect more pay, they should expect 

more accountability – especially in the wake of the massive corruption scandals that 

recently rocked City Hall.   

 

Reinvent Albany urges the Commission to couple any proposed salary increase with 

these three reasonable actions: 

 

1.​ Banning third-party travel payments (See our full datasheet of travel 

payments reported by elected officials from 2020-2024.) 

2.​ Easier public access to financial disclosure statements 

3.​ Quadrennial commission appointment and process reforms  

 

Before getting into the details of these proposals, we want to note how important it is 

that the Quadrennial Commission is underway, and that the Mayor and Council agreed 

not to act to raise salaries without independent review. The Quadrennial Commission is 

an important safeguard against unreasonable, politicized pay raises and should be 

welcomed by government leaders for helping to legitimize regular, deserved salary 

increases. (We and our colleagues noted this in our December 16, 2025 letter.) 
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Reinvent Albany Recommendations to the Quadrennial 

Commission 

 

Ban Third-Party Travel Payments  

We strongly believe that the risk of corruption is too great to continue to exempt travel 

payments from the city’s gift ban. Allowing travel payments to be “gifted” to officials 

contributes to the public’s perception that officials can be easily influenced by special 

interest groups. The solution is simple: if it is truly related to one’s official public duties 

to attend a conference or visit a location, it should be paid for with taxpayer dollars.  

 

Section 12-110 of the Administrative Code and Conflicts of Interest Board (COIB) rule 

1-01(h) together are intended to curb corruption and conflict of interests. They 

recognize that third-party travel payments are a form of outside enrichment and require 

elected officials to report any payments over $1,000 on their financial disclosure 

statements. This disclosure requirement is important, because it confirms that NYC 

government recognizes that third party travel benefits are a thing of value that public 

officials are getting because of the office they hold.  

 

Because of this, we believe that eliminating third party travel reimbursements are within 

the purview of the Quadrennial Commission’s recommendations. The central role of 

third party travel benefits in the massive scandals of the Adams administration 

underlines their potential for abuse, as does the continued public scrutiny over those 

paid to other elected officials. 

 

We note that COIB is reviewing its regulations regarding gifts to the city, and recently 

re-opened the public comment process (see our comments to COIB). 

 

To better understand the scope of these payments, Reinvent Albany collated travel 

payments reported by NYC elected officials on their financial disclosure statements. We 

found at least $186,525 worth of travel reimbursements from outside parties from 

2020-2024 (2025 is not yet publicly available). This is a conservative estimate because 

we used exact amounts when reported, or the minimum if only a range was provided.  

 

The total value of travel payments reported by officials has increased steadily since 2020 

and 2021, when travel was limited due to the COVID-19 pandemic (data from before 

2020 is not published on the COIB website, so it is not included in our analysis). In 

2024, there were at least $77,025 worth of travel payments, as shown below. 
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https://www.nyc.gov/assets/coib/downloads/pdf2/open_mtg/2026-6-23-Notice-of-Extension.pdf
https://reinventalbany.org/2025/09/watchdog-testimony-to-coib-yes-to-stronger-travel-disclosures-no-to-weakening-fundraising-transparency/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1yULiaJgaMOGeqIvEao5WzP8MbWBvSmGqoA8obK4Lh7M/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1yULiaJgaMOGeqIvEao5WzP8MbWBvSmGqoA8obK4Lh7M/edit?usp=sharing


 

 

 

A full list of the organizations providing travel payments is provided at the end of this 

testimony. Reinvent Albany takes no position on the particular policy or political issues 

discussed or raised by these outside organizations during these trips. We do, however, 

question whether it is good public policy for city travel to be funded by outside groups. If 

the trip is truly related to the official duties of elected officials, we see no reason why 

they should not be paid for by taxpayers – and subject to the same transparency and 

public scrutiny as they are now. 

 

Make Financial Disclosure Statements More Usable by the Public 

When the City Council raised NYC elected official salaries in 2016, it recognized that 

improvements were needed to the transparency of financial disclosure statements, and  

passed legislation requiring that they be published online for elected officials.  

 

Reinvent Albany believes there is more work to do to increase transparency of these 

disclosures, which can identify potential conflicts of interest and outside business 

dealings. We recommend the following: 

 

1.​ Publish financial disclosure statements in an open data format, 

allowing easier comparison and study by the public and Conflicts of Interest 

Board staff. 

2.​ Publish more disclosure statements online, including all senior public 

officials like commissioners, deputy mayors, and other board and commission 

members appointed by the Mayor.  

3.​ No longer require notification to filers of requests for financial 

disclosure statements. The State does not require the identity of a person 
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https://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/06/nyregion/elected-new-york-city-officials-vote-to-raise-their-own-pay.html


 

requesting a financial disclosure to be disclosed to the government official, nor 

should New York City.  At the state level, it is simply submitted as a FOIL request.  

 

Increase the Independence and Transparency of the Quadrennial 

Commission  

As recommended in our written testimony to the City Council from December 16, 2025, 

we support a quadrennial commission that is more independent, with: 

●​ Two appointments from the Mayor; 

●​ One from the Public Advocate; 

●​ One from the Comptroller; 

●​ One from the Speaker of the City Council; and 

●​ The chair should be selected by the commission, not the Mayor.  

 

We also support changes proposed by the 2015 Quadrennial Commission’s report, 

including: 

●​ Increasing the time allotted to the Commission to produce a report beyond the 75 

days after appointment that is currently required; 

●​ Codifying requirements for public hearings and transparency of Commission 

operations, including publishing materials, reports, etc.; 

●​ Requiring elected officials to respond to requests for information by the 

Commission. 

 

Additionally, given the experience of the 2015 Quadrennial Commission process where 

the City Council gave itself a larger increase than recommended by the Commission, we 

believe that the City Council should be required to provide a written explanation 

regarding any changes it makes to the Commission’s recommendations prior to any 

hearing held on proposed legislation to implement the salary increase.  

 

Thank you for your consideration. Should you have any questions, please email Rachael 

Fauss, Senior Policy Advisor, at rachael@reinventalbany.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 

https://reinventalbany.org/2025/12/nyc-council-should-fix-compensation-commission-not-use-lame-duck-hearing-to-rush-a-vote-in-2026/
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/quadrennial/downloads/pdf/2015-Quadrennial-Commission-Report.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/06/nyregion/elected-new-york-city-officials-vote-to-raise-their-own-pay.html
mailto:rachael@reinventalbany.org


 

Appendix: Travel Payments Made by Organizations to NYC Elected Officials 
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