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Today’s waterfront:

• Over 500 miles in length the longest and most diverse municipal shoreline in• Over 500 miles in length– the longest and most diverse municipal shoreline in 
the nation.

• Over 200 miles of publicly-accessible waterfront space, both parks and on 
private propertyp a e p ope y

• New York City’s maritime industry sustains 31,800 direct and indirect jobs, 
generating $1.3 billion in tax revenue.

• NY Harbor the cleanest its been in nearly a century.y y
• 90,000 commuters use the waterways every day.

Socrates Sculpture 
Park, Queens 
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A Vision for the Future of the 
City’s WaterfrontWATERFRONT PLAN

The new Plan will provide:

1 A vision for the city’s waterfront

y

1. A vision for the city’s waterfront

2. An assessment of waterfront resources
Lower Concourse, 

Bronx

3. Planning policy alternatives for discussion

4. A statement of the planning policy and 
proposals for implementationproposals for implementation

Stapleton, Staten Island
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1992 Comprehensive Waterfront Planp

The Natural 
Waterfront

The Public 
Waterfront

The Working 
Waterfront

The Mixed-Use 
Commercial andCommercial and 
Residential 
Waterfront



A new functional category: The Blue Networkg y

The Blue Network =The Blue Network =

The network of bays, rivers, inlets and 
streams that connect our boroughs, 
complete our ecology and offer a 
diversity of uses and activities that 
extend our experience beyond the 
edges of the landedges of the land. 
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Project Schedulej
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Balancing Goalsg

Support economic 
Increase efficiency of 
waterfront construction 

Expand public 
access to the 
waterfront and

development on the 
working waterfront

Balance

and operations

waterfront and 
waterways and 

enliven the 
waterfront with 

attractive uses, high-
q alit p blic open

Increase the city’s 
resilience to climate 

change and projected sea 
level rise

Balance 
among goals

quality public open 
spaces, and publicly 

oriented water-
depended usesRestore degraded 

natural waterfronts
Enhance the public 

i f th bl natural waterfronts 
and protect wetlands 

and shoreline habitats 
and improve the 

environmental quality 
f

experience of the blue 
network by expanding 

waterborne transportation, 
in water recreation, and 

water-oriented educational 

7

of our waterbodiesand cultural activities.



Public Outreach

• Seven Workshops
– One Workshop in each BoroughOne Workshop in each Borough

• Examined opportunities in 
each Reach

– Two Workshops on Blue Network

NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING



Draft Recommendations Available Online

www.nyc.gov/waterfront
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Draft Recommendations Available Online
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Draft Programmatic Recommendationsg

GOAL:
Expand public access and enliven the waterfront

• Create a more connected waterfront:

• Establish and extend borough-wide Waterfront Greenways in all five 
boroughsboroughs.
• Improve wayfinding from upland areas to waterfront public spaces.

• Provide a varied experience on the waterfront.

11Photo courtesy MAS



Draft Reach Recommendations

GOAL:
Expand public access and enliven the waterfront
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Draft Reach Recommendations

GOAL:
Expand public access and enliven the waterfront
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Draft Programmatic Recommendationsg

GOAL:
Support economic development activity on the working waterfront.

• Promote policies to support maritime and industrial businesses.

• Encourage green technologies and practices.Encourage green technologies and practices.
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Draft Reach Recommendations

GOAL:
Support economic development activity on the working waterfront.
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Draft Reach Recommendations

GOAL:
Support economic development activity on the working waterfront.
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Draft Programmatic Recommendationsg

GOAL:
Restore degraded natural waterfronts, protect wetlands and shorefront 

habitats and improve the environmental quality of our waterbodieshabitats, and improve the environmental quality of our waterbodies.

• Establish a citywide plan and policies for wetlands and coastal habitats.

• Expand mitigation options to include programs such as wetland banking.
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Draft Reach Recommendations

GOAL:
Restore degraded natural waterfronts, protect wetlands and shorefront 

habitats and improve the environmental quality of our waterbodieshabitats, and improve the environmental quality of our waterbodies.
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Draft Reach Recommendations

GOAL:
Restore degraded natural waterfronts, protect wetlands and shorefront 

habitats and improve the environmental quality of our waterbodieshabitats, and improve the environmental quality of our waterbodies.
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Draft Reach Recommendations

GOAL:
Restore degraded natural waterfronts, protect wetlands and shorefront 

habitats and improve the environmental quality of our waterbodieshabitats, and improve the environmental quality of our waterbodies.
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Draft Programmatic Recommendationsg

GOAL:
Enhance the public experience of the “Blue Network”

• Promote on-water recreation in suitable locations by establishing access 
points, docks, and onshore facilities.

Cl if d h l t d i ti l h i t d• Clarify and enhance regulatory and organizational mechanisms to reduce 
the potential conflict between the various users of the waterways.
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Draft Reach Recommendations

GOAL:
Enhance the public experience of the “Blue Network”
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Draft Reach Recommendations

GOAL:
Enhance the public experience of the “Blue Network”
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Draft Reach Recommendations

GOAL:
Enhance the public experience of the “Blue Network”
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Draft Programmatic Recommendationsg

GOAL:
Increase efficiency of waterfront construction and operations

• Improve regulatory predictability and efficiency for waterfront permitting.

• Streamline City procedures for the waterfront and consider establishing a• Streamline City procedures for the waterfront and consider establishing a 
dedicated City office to oversee all operational matters of the waterfront.

• Establish design guidelines for in-water construction projects, such as piers and 
bulkheads.
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Draft Programmatic Recommendationsg

GOAL:
Pursue strategies to increase the city’s resilience to climate change and 

sea level risesea-level rise

• Explore a range of options that can be used where appropriate to protect 
against sea level rise and storm surges – e.g. raising the land, levees, wave 
attenuating features soft edgesattenuating features, soft edges.

• Conduct a citywide strategic planning process for climate resilience.

26Photo courtesy Architecture Research Office




