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October 2, 2023

Chair Dan Garodnick

City Planning Commission
120 Broadway, 3rd Floor
New York, NY 10271

Re: Support for City of Yes for Economic Opportunity
Dear Chair Garodnick,

The New York Building Congress represents over 500 constituent organizations and
over 250,000 skilled tradespeople and professionals dedicated to the growth and
prosperity of our city. We strongly express our support for the City of Yes for
Economic Opportunity, a commonsense initiative that holds the potential to reshape
the landscape of small businesses and commercial corridors in New York City.

CHERYL MCKISSACK DANIEL*

CARL GALIOTO

DAVID M. GREENBERG
MICHAEL E. HELLSTROM
JOSEPH A. IENUSO

ELI R. KHOURY

MARIAN KLEIN
BRENNAN GILBANE KOCH
JOSEPH LAURO

JILL N. LERNER

JEFFREY E. LEVINE
ANTHONY MANNARINO
PETER A. MARCHETTO
CHRISTOPHER MCCARTIN
MICHELE L. O’CONNELL
TERRENCE E. O'NEAL
PATRICIA D. ORNST
EDWARD V. PICCINICH
THOMAS PRENDERGAST
TODD RECHLER
JONATHAN D. RESNICK
MICHAEL F. RUSSO
MITCHEL W. SIMPLER
STEVE SOMMER
MARILISA STIGLIANO
JENNIFER STONE

VICKI MATCH SUNA
MICHAEL J. SWEENEY
MICHAEL L. VIGGIANO
SEVINC YUKSEL

*Executive Committee Member

DIRECTORS EMERITI
RICHARD T. ANDERSON
AINE M. BRAZIL

LOUIS J. COLETTI
RAYMOND P. DADDAZIO
JOHN M. DIONISIO
MARY-JEAN EASTMAN
SUSAN L. HAYES
THOMAS IOVINO
JEFFREY M. LEVY

JOHN V. MAGLIANO
WILLIAM A. MARINO
MYSORE L. NAGARAJA
ROBERT S. PECKAR
MILO E. RIVERSO
LAWRENCE P. ROMAN
THOMAS Z. SCARANGELLO
FRANK J. SCIAME
ROBERT E. SELSAM
DOMINICK M. SERVEDIO
MARILYN JORDAN TAYLOR
DANIEL R. TISHMAN
RICHARD L. TOMASETTI

The pandemic challenged the resilience of our small businesses, and tested the
strength of our economic foundation. Having more flexibility in zoning for local
businesses to best use their existing space is precisely the rational response our city
needs to not only recover, but thrive.

One of the standout features of the City of Yes policy is its commitment to allow small
businesses to repurpose available space. We support eliminating antiquated rules that
dictate how a business’ own space can be used, where certain businesses can be
located, and simplifying regulations that contribute to storefront vacancies. This
initiative fosters a more adaptive and dynamic environment for our local
entrepreneurs, simplifies and streamlines zoning regulations, and makes it easier for
businesses to find and utilize space to flourish, contributing to a more dynamic and
inviting environment for all New Yorkers.

These changes also pave the way for companies to grow responsibly and encourage
vibrant commerecial streets by establishing consistent streetscape rules that
contribute to lively, active commercial areas.

In closing, we urge you to support the City of Yes for Economic Opportunity policy, as
it is a strategic maneuver that will firmly cement New York City's position as a beacon

of opportunity and innovation.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Very truly yours,

/

Eeirlo A. écisshra, Esq.
President & CEO
New York Building Congress
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