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Design Review of Applications

Examples of Using clear and simple language to communicate comments and recommendations
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Collaborate with Interagency Partners
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Shape Neighborhood Studies

Gowanus Neighborhood Plan Jerome Avenue Neighborhood Plan
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Develop Design Guidelines
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Engage with Communities
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Rethinking Space
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Rethinking Systems
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Our Mission

To shape a more livable city 
by advocating for high 
quality design of the built 
environment, together with 
all New Yorkers
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2017’s Principles of Good Urban Design

The Principles -

▪ Communicate the importance of 
a high quality-built environment

▪ Established a set of design 

values for the Department

▪ Aided Urban Designers as a tool 

to advocate and improve 
projects

▪ Shared resource for those 

involved in city making
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Why update the Principles?

Dyckman Street – Open Restaurants. Inwood, Manhattan
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Website
goodurbandesign.nyc

Year-long Engagement Process

Video of what urban 

design is and why 

it’s important

Share things you 

care about in your 

neighborhood

Share stories and 

photos from your 

neighborhood

Read and give 

feedback on the 

Principles

4321
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Public Events
Earth Day

Roundtables
Design Professionals

Real Estate Professionals

DCP Interdivisional Experts

Survey
City Agencies Survey

Internal Review
Advisory Group

Interagency Workshops

DCP Interdivisional Workshops

Website
goodurbandesign.nyc

Community Board 
Meetings

In effort to invite residents to participate 

on the website

Year-long Engagement Process
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Voices & Outcomes

Do Not Reflect Current 

Challenges & Opportunities

Too Abstract

Lacks Clear Grounding

to Everyday Work

Not Revisited 

Over Time

Equity

Climate Change

Insular Focus

Resiliency

Incorporate feedback

Make them more accessible

Provide concrete examples

Put them into action
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The NEW Principles of Good Urban Design

Enhance People’s
Daily Lives
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The NEW Principles of Good Urban Design

Enhance People’s
Daily Lives

Open Streets & Restaurants, Vanderbilt Ave, Brooklyn
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The NEW Principles of Good Urban Design

Care for a 
Neighborhood’s 
History, Culture,
and Identity
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The NEW Principles of Good Urban Design

Community and Diversity
Existing Uses and Networks
Natural Features and Resources
Building Features and Form

Care for a 
Neighborhood’s 
History, Culture,
and Identity

Innovation Village. East New York, Brooklyn
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The NEW Principles of Good Urban Design

Embrace the City’s  
Dynamism
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The NEW Principles of Good Urban Design

Innovation and Creativity
Flexibility and Variety
Old and New
Resourcefulness and Tenacity

Embrace the
City’s Dynamism

1 Vanderbilt. Midtown, Manhattan
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The NEW Principles of Good Urban Design

Confront Society’s
Greatest Challenges
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The NEW Principles of Good Urban Design

Sustainability and Adaptability
Equity and Opportunity
Health and Well-being
Diversity and Mutual Understanding

Confront Society’s
Greatest Challenges

420 Carroll Street. Gowanus, Brooklyn
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The NEW Principles of Good Urban Design

Features Will Include:

▪ Summary of stakeholder 
engagement effort

▪ Guidance for when and how to 

use the Principles

▪ Details about the Principles, 

including more specific 
strategies for each

▪ Photographs from NYC that help 

visually describe the Principles
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Who & How

Public
Those who live, work,

and visit New York City 

everyday

Government
City agencies, elected 

officials, and other 

government officials

Professionals
Designers, planners, 

and other city-making 

professionals

Development
Builders and other

real estate professionals
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The City Planning Commission (CPC)

▪ Link design decisions with 
broader priorities

▪ Understand how decisions 
shape the built environment

▪ Inform questions to applican
ts and how Commissioners 
evaluate projects

▪ Ensure consistent language 
and messaging across 
projects

▪ Influence how policies and 
decisions are crafted in the 
CPC reports

▪ Consensus Building

▪ Connect broader design 
outcomes with city-wide 
policies, initiatives, design 
excellence, and more

▪ Advocate for design 
excellence to and for 
everyone in the city

Policy Communication Advocacy
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Overview Principles Resources

Updated Agency Website
What’s Next

1

2 3
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Downloadable Brochure
What’s Next?
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What’s Next?

Spring 2023

Guidebook Engagement Website
goodurbandesign.nyc

▪ Release of the Principles of Good Urban Design Guidebook

▪ Release of the updated goodurbandesign.nyc

▪ Presentation to City Planning Commission about the Guidebook

▪ Outreach and engagement community boards about the PGUD 

Guidebook
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Thank You!


