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TECHNICAL MEMORANDUM -- TM 001 
Special Garment Center Text Amendment 

CEQR No. 17DCP149M 
December 19, 2018 

A. INTRODUCTION

On June 8, 2018, the New York City Department of City Planning (DCP), acting as lead agency 
for the City Planning Commission (CPC), issued a Negative Declaration for the Garment Center 
Text Amendment Environmental Assessment Statement (EAS). The EAS considered a series of 
discretionary actions proposed by DCP, together with the NYC Economic Development 
Corporation (EDC), to the New York City Zoning Resolution (ZR), Article XII, Chapter 1, Special 
Garment Center District (SGCD) which is intended to meet the City’s goal of preserving the 
Garment Center as both a hub for the fashion industry as well as a center for a variety of types of 
office space for a diversity of businesses across an array of industries. One of these zoning text 
changes would apply to the entire SGCD and others would only affect a portion of the SGCD. The 
SGCD, established in 1987, encompasses eight full blocks and five partial blocks located within 
the area generally bounded by W. 40th Street, Broadway, W. 35th Street, and a line extending 100 
feet east of Ninth Avenue. 

These discretionary actions are intended to: (1) remove restrictions on conversion of floor area 
from manufacturing and warehousing to office use which now exist on sites in SGCD Preservation 
Areas P1 and P2; (2) in the C6-4M portion of the SGCD prohibit conversion of manufacturing and 
warehousing space in existing buildings of 70,000 square feet or larger to residential or dormitory 
community facilities; (3) establish a special permit to allow new hotel uses in the SGCD, i.e, hotel 
uses would not be allowed as-of-right; (4) change height and setback regulations in the M1-6 
portion of the SGCD to create a more contextual envelope for new buildings; (5) subject the M1-
6 portion of the SGCD to C6-4 sign regulations and prohibiting flashing signs in the C6-4M 
district; and (6) prohibit Use Group 18 in the M1-6 portion of the SGCD.  

Following the publication of the EAS, modifications to the proposed actions were made by the 
CPC, as noted in the CPC Report (ULURP No. N180373 ZRM). The proposed amendment to the 
ZR, as modified by the CPC, differs from the Proposed Modified Zoning Text included in the 
EAS. These modifications were comprised of editorial and formatting changes for clarity purposes 
and do not alter the analysis or conclusions presented in the EAS. The CPC adopted the proposed 
actions (with modifications, the “Approved Actions”) on October 31, 2018 and referred the 
application to the City Council.  

Since the CPC’s adoption of the Approved Actions, potential modifications have been identified 
as under consideration by the City Council. The potential City Council modifications (the 
“Potential Modifications”) are summarized below.  
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This technical memorandum examines whether the Potential Modifications would result in any 
new significant adverse environmental impacts that were not identified in the EAS and Negative 
Declaration. As set forth below, this technical memorandum concludes that the Potential 
Modifications by the City Council would not result in any new or different significant adverse 
impacts and would not alter the conclusions of the EAS or Negative Declaration.  
 

B. DESCRIPTION OF THE POTENTIAL MODIFICATIONS 
 
The Potential Modifications consist of clarifying the proposal by removing the special permit 
requirements for transient hotels for buildings where the following four criteria are met: 

• The building is subject to anti-harassment and demolition regulations in 
Subdistrict A-2; 

• The New York City Department of Housing Preservation and Development 
(HPD) issued a certification of no harassment for such building, that was in 
effect on June 11, 2018;  

• The building is enlarged and a portion of the building’s enlargement is 
subsequently converted to residences, provided all new hotel rooms are located 
in the enlarged portion of the building, and 

• The non-enlarged portion of the building contains only permanently 
affordable residences pursuant to a regulatory agreement enforceable by HPD, 
except for hotel lobbies and accessory uses located below the second story.  
 

The zoning text associated with the Potential Modifications is contained in Appendix 1.  
 

C. ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT OF THE POTENTIAL MODIFICATION 
 
The Potential Modifications exclude sites that meet the four above-referenced criteria from the 
affected area, so that the special permit requirements for transient hotels would no longer apply to 
them.  The Potential Modification is development neutral (i.e. it would not be expected to induce 
or preclude development that would be expected to otherwise occur on an as-of-right basis).   
 
Neither the three Projected Development Sites nor the two Potential Development Sites considered 
in the EAS would meet the four criteria described above, and the Potential Modifications would 
not facilitate or preclude development of additional sites not already considered in the EAS.  
Accordingly, the Potential Modifications would not alter the assumptions established to determine 
the With Action Condition assessed prototypically or in the conceptual analysis in the EAS; and 
would not result in any changes to the analyses presented in the EAS in connection with the 
Approved Actions.  

D. CONCLUSION 
 
The Potential Modifications by the City Council would not be expected to result in any new 
significant adverse impacts, or alter the conclusions identified in the EAS and Negative 
Declaration.  
 



APPENDIX 1 

POTENTIAL CITY COUNCIL MODIFICATIONS 






















































