
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION  
 
July 8, 2019/Calendar No.  4 C 190291 PCK 
 
 
IN THE MATTER OF an application submitted by the Department of Parks and Recreation and 
the Department of Citywide Administrative Services, pursuant to Section 197-c of the New York 
City Charter, for the site selection and acquisition of property located in Spring Creek Park (Block 
4585, Lots 165, 167, 205, and 225; and a mapped and unbuilt portion of Drew Street located 
between Lots 165, 167, and 225, from the Borough boundary, along the unbuilt extension of 157th 
Avenue to the centerline of Spring Creek) for the expansion of an existing park. 
  
 
This application for the site selection and acquisition of property was filed by the New York City 

Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) and the New York City Department of Citywide 

Administrative Services (DCAS) on February 19, 2019. The proposed action would facilitate the 

preservation and ecological restoration of Spring Creek Park by DPR, in partnership with the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), in the East New York neighborhood of Brooklyn, 

Community District 5. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Spring Creek Park is the largest undeveloped salt marsh in Northern Jamaica Bay. The park is 

located on the Brooklyn-Queens border, with the northern and western portions of the park in 

Brooklyn and the southern portion below 157th Avenue in Queens. The parkland was originally 

acquired during the construction of the Shore Parkway in 1938. The park was assigned additional 

city-owned land in 1992, which doubled the park’s size.  Subsequent land was assigned in 1994 

and 2001. 

 

Today, Spring Creek Park is comprised of nearly 105 acres of salt marsh and maritime upland 

habitat that serves a critical ecosystem function. However, the Spring Creek salt marsh has been 

severely degraded over time due to surrounding development and the construction and 

maintenance of the network of channels in Jamaica Bay. 

 

DPR and USACE have partnered to implement the Spring Creek North Ecosystem Restoration 

project. The project seeks to restore and improve the ecology of Spring Creek. This project is 

part of a larger ecosystem restoration project led by the USACE, which encompasses a 35-acre 
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portion of Spring Creek Park. The scope of work includes excavation and recontouring uplands 

to intertidal evaluations, removing invasive plant species, and replanting native plant species.  

 

The project area is located within Spring Creek Park and consists of four privately-owned vacant 

and unimproved lots totaling approximately 0.41 acres, and a portion of Drew Street, 

approximately 0.54 acres of a mapped but unbuilt street between three of the lots (Lots 165, 167, 

225). Three of the four lots (Lots 165, 167 and 225) are surrounded by existing parkland, while 

Lot 205 is bounded by park land on three sides and 75th Street along its eastern boundary. The 

proposed project area is currently zoned R3-2. 

 

The project area is overgrown, covered with invasive vegetation and urban fill debris deposited 

into the salt marsh during the construction of the surrounding developments. The project area is 

also surrounded by and indistinguishable from the existing Spring Creek Park.  

 

The immediate surrounding area consists of marshland, open space, and residential uses. Just east 

of Lot 205, on 75th Street between 75th and 77th streets and 156th and 157th avenues, in Lindenwood, 

Queens, there are multi-family residences in an R4 zoning district. R4 zoning districts allow for 

low scale single- and two- family homes as well as multi-family buildings. Further southeast of 

the project area, in Howard Beach, Queens, there are single-family homes in an R2 zoning district. 

R2 zoning districts allow for low density single-family detached homes. In addition to Spring 

Creek Park, other significant open space nearby includes Jamaica Bay and the future Shirley 

Chisolm State Park, which is being constructed on top of the former Pennsylvania Avenue and 

Fountain Avenue landfills.  

 

There are several public facilities within a half mile of the project area, including an MTA bus 

depot and a US Postal Service Processing and Distribution Center to the north across Flatlands 

Avenue, a Bulk Storage Facility operated by the NYC Department of Sanitation to the northeast 

on Flatlands Avenue, and the NYC Department of Environmental Protection Spring Creek 

Auxiliary Water Pollution Control Plant to the west on Flatlands Avenue. To the west of the project 

area is the Gateway Center, a major commercial hub, as well as the former Brooklyn 
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Developmental Center, which is currently being redeveloped into a mixed-use residential and 

commercial project by the Empire State Development Corporation. 

 

The area is not well served by public transportation and is not within a transit zone. The nearest 

subway stations are the New Lots 3 train station approximately 2.5 miles to the northwest and 

the Euclid Avenue A/C train station 2 miles to the north. The B13, B14, B15, and B20 all have 

stops within a mile of the project area. Major roadways in the area include the Shore Parkway to 

the south of the project area and the Van Wyck Expressway to the east. 

 

Upon the acquisition of the proposed sites, DPR will move forward with plans to improve and 

restore ecosystem function of Spring Creek as part of a larger preservation of open space project 

led by the USACE. DPR will also contribute to funding the work carried out by USACE. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

This application (C 190291 PCK), was reviewed pursuant to the New York State Environmental 

Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and the SEQRA regulations set forth in Volume 6 of the New York 

Code of Rules and Regulations, Section 617.00 et seq. and the City Environmental Quality Review 

(CEQR) Rules of Procedure of 1991 and Executive Order No. 91 of 1977.  The lead agency is 

DPR. This application was determined to be a Type II action, which requires no further 

environmental review.   

 

UNIFORM LAND USE REVIEW PROCEDURE 

This application (C 190291 PCK) was certified as complete by the Department of City Planning 

(DCP) on February 25, 2019, and was duly referred to Community Board 5 and the Brooklyn 

Borough President in accordance with Title 62 of the Rules of the City of New York, Section 2-

02(b). 

Community Board Public Hearing  

Brooklyn Community Board 5 held a public hearing on this application (C 190291 PCK) on April 

24, 2019, and by a vote of 29 in favor, none opposed, and no abstentions, issued a recommendation 
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to approve the application. 

 

Borough President Recommendation 

This Borough President of Brooklyn held a public hearing on the application (C 190291 PCK) on 

May 1, 2019, and on May 24, 2019, issued a recommendation approving this application.  

 

City Planning Commission Public Hearing 

On June 3, 2019 (Calendar No. 3), the CPC scheduled June 19, 2019 for a public hearing on this 

application (C 190291 PCK).  The hearing was duly held on June 19, 2019 (Calendar No. 21).   

 

A representative of DPR appeared in favor to describe the project and the actions requested.    

 

There were no other speakers and the hearing was closed. 

 

CONSIDERATION 

The Commission believes that the application (C 190291 PCK) for the site selection and 

acquisition of property located in Spring Creek Park for park use is appropriate.  

 

The proposed action will allow DPR to acquire these properties that are vacant, unimproved, and 

surrounded by and function as parkland today. 

  

The Commission notes that the proposed site selection and acquisition will facilitate inclusion of 

the proposed properties in the Spring Creek North Ecosystem Restoration project. Upon 

acquisition of the proposed sites, DPR will begin the ecosystem restoration project in partnership 

with the USACE. The revitalized ecosystem will improve the habitat in Jamaica Bay, resulting in 

a restored interconnected coastal ecology.  
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RESOLUTION 

RESOLVED, that the City Planning Commission finds that the action described herein will have 

no significant impact on the environment; and be it further 

RESOLVED, by the City Planning Commission, pursuant to Sections 197-c and 200 of the New 

York City Charter that based on the environmental determination and consideration described in 

this report, the application submitted by the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation 

(DPR) and the New York City Department of Administrative Services (DCAS), for the site 

selection and acquisition of property located in Spring Creek Park (Block 4585, Lots 165, 167, 

205, and 225; and a mapped and unbuilt portion of Drew Street located between Lots 165, 167, 

and 225, from the Borough boundary, along the unbuilt extension of 157th Avenue to the centerline 

of Spring Creek) for the expansion of an existing park in the East New York neighborhood of 

Brooklyn, Community District 5, is approved.   

The above resolution (C 190291 PCK), duly adopted by the City Planning Commission on July 8, 

2019 (Calendar No. 4), is filed with the Office of the Speaker, City Council, and the Borough 

President, in accordance with the requirements of Section 197-d of the New York City Charter. 

MARISA LAGO, Chair 

KENNETH J. KNUCKES, ESQ., Vice Chairman 
ALFRED C. CERULLO, III, MICHELLE R. DE LA UZ, JOSEPH DOUEK,  
RICHARD W. EADDY, HOPE KNIGHT, ANNA HAYES LEVIN,  
ORLANDO MARIN, LARISA ORTIZ, RAJ RAMPERSHAD, Commissioners 
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Applicant(s): Applicant’s Representative:  

Recommendation submitted by:   

Date of public hearing:  Location:  

Was a quorum present?    YES   NO A public hearing requires a quorum of 20% of the appointed members of the board, 
but in no event fewer than seven such members.

Date of Vote: Location:

RECOMMENDATION

Approve

Disapprove

Approve With Modifications/Conditions

Disapprove With Modifications/Conditions

Please attach any further explanation of the recommendation on additional sheets, as necessary. 

Voting

# In Favor: # Against: # Abstaining: Total members appointed to the board:

Name of CB/BB officer completing this form Title Date

Community/Borough Board Recommendation
Pursuant to the Uniform Land Use Review Procedure 

Application #: 

CEQR Number:  

Project Name:

Borough(s):
Community District Number(s

Please use the above application number on all correspondence concerning this application 

SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS

Complete this form and return to the Department of City Planning by one of the following options:
EMAIL (recommended): Send email to CalendarOffice@planning.nyc.gov and include the following subject line:
(CB or BP) Recommendation + (6-digit application number), e.g., “CB Recommendation #C100000ZSQ”             
MAIL:  Calendar Information Office, City Planning Commission, 

 and note “Attention of the Calendar Office”
Send one copy of the completed form with any attachments to the applicant's representative at the address listed below, 
one copy to the Borough President, and one copy to the Borough Board, when applicable. 

Type II

C190291 PCK

Brooklyn

Spring Creek Park Expansion

5

IN THE MATTER OF an application submitted by the Department of Parks and Recreation and the Department 
of Citywide Administrative Services, pursuant to Section 197-c of the New York City Charter, for the acquisition 
of property located in Spring Creek Park (Block 4585, Lots 165, 167, 205, and 225; and a mapped and unbuilt 
portion of Drew Street located between Lots 165, 167, and 225, from the Borough boundary, along the unbuilt 
extension of 157th Avenue to the centerline of Spring Creek) for the expansion of an existing park.  
  
 

Department of Parks and Recreation 
The Arsenal, 830 Fifth Avenue, NY, NY 10065 
  
Dept. of Citywide Administrative Services 
1 Centre Street, 20th floor, NY, NY 10007

Alyssa Cobb Konon (DPR) - 212-360-3411 
  
Chris Grove (DCAS) - 212-386-0613

 
















