
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION
January 5, 2011, Calendar No. 19                                                                          C 090196 MMX 

IN THE MATTER OF an application submitted by the Department of Parks and Recreation, 
pursuant to Sections 197-c and 199 of the New York City Charter, for an amendment to the City 
Map involving: 

� the establishment of a park running generally alongside the Major Deegan Expressway, 
between West 230th Street and Van Cortlandt Park South; and 

� the establishment of a park addition to Van Cortlandt Park, between Van Cortlandt Park 
South and The Bronx-Westchester County Line, 

including authorization for any acquisition or disposition of real property related thereto, in 
Community District 8, Borough of The Bronx, in accordance with Map No. 13129, dated May 
21, 2010 and signed by the Borough President. 

The application (C090196 MMX) for an amendment to the City Map involving the establishment 

of a park from West 230th Street, running through Van Cortlandt Park to The Bronx-Westchester 

County Line, was filed by the Department of Parks and Recreation on November 12, 2008, to 

facilitate the creation of a pedestrian and bicycle pathway in the northeastern area of The Bronx.

BACKGROUND

The Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) is proposing an amendment to the City Map to 

establish a park addition to Van Cortlandt Park, and a new park, the Putnam Greenway, south of 

Van Cortlandt Park, in the Borough of the Bronx, Community District 8.  The establishment of 

the new park and park addition would facilitate the implementation of the Department of City 

Planning’s and The Bronx Borough President’s Greenway Plans for The Bronx.  

The new park and park addition comprise a 2.5-mile-long segment of the former Putnam 

Railroad Right-of-Way (ROW), whose use was gradually discontinued from the late 1950’s to 

the 1980’s. The subject portion of the ROW extends from the Bronx/Westchester County Line, 

through Van Cortlandt Park, and ends at West 230th Street in The Bronx’s Kingsbridge 

neighborhood. The proposed project would unite the easterly and westerly portions of Van 

Cortlandt Park, which are presently bisected by the ROW, and would create a new 
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bicycle/pedestrian path leading to Van Cortlandt Park from West 230th Street. This action would 

result in an addition of almost 700,000 square feet (or approximately 16 acres) of mapped 

parkland. The City of New York has already acquired the portion of the ROW between the 

Westchester/Bronx County line and Van Cortlandt Park South. This portion of the ROW is 

currently maintained by DPR. The portion of the ROW between Van Cortlandt Park South and 

West 230th Street, currently owned by the Consolidated Rail Corporation (“Conrail”), would be 

acquired by the City as part of this action, and also maintained by DPR.  

The portion of the ROW within Van Cortlandt Park is approximately 1.7-mile-long by 70-foot-

wide, is already in use by park visitors and currently consists of an unpaved path with dense 

vegetation on either side. For much of its length, the property is bordered on both sides by a

chain-link fence and the Van Cortlandt Golf Course. The only significant improvement required 

is to upgrade the path’s surface for improved bicycle/pedestrian use. The ROW includes three 

railroad bridges, two of which span narrow portions of Van Cortlandt Lake, and one of which 

crosses over a park service road. The three bridges have been assessed by a DPR structural 

engineer and have been deemed safe for pedestrian and bicycle use. The ROW also crosses under 

the Mosholu Parkway. The greenway will connect to Westchester County’s existing Trailway 

system, which extends for nearly 40 miles north of Van Cortlandt Park into southern Putnam 

County.

South of Van Cortlandt Park, the approximately ¾-mile-long ROW varies in width from 25 to 50 

feet. It is currently vacant and not publicly accessible. The ROW is overgrown with shrubs and 

trees and contains scattered debris and refuse. The steel rails and spikes have been removed 

along the majority of this segment of ROW, although many wooden railroad ties still remain. 

This portion of the ROW lies within manufacturing, commercial and residential zoning districts 

and the western boundary abuts the rear yards of properties that have frontages along Broadway, 

including medium-size chain retail stores, banks, an indoor athletic facility, a supermarket, a 

department store, restaurants, medium-rise residential buildings, a church, and the former Stella 

D'oro bakery facility.  However, the ROW is at a lower elevation than Broadway and, in most 

cases, is also lower than the adjacent properties. The east side of the ROW is adjacent to the 

Major Deegan Expressway. The Conrad Grauer City Park and ballfield is located east of the 
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Major Deegan Expressway at this location. The proposed greenway’s southerly terminus is 

located less than 700 feet south of the West 231st Street Station of the number “1” train. This 

segment of the ROW south of Van Cortlandt Park crosses under five streets between (and 

including) West 230th Street and West 238th Street. These cross-streets provide an east-west 

connection over the Major Deegan Expressway. 

Though not part of this application, the rail tracks between West 230th Street and West 225th

Street are owned and still in use by the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (“MTA”). The 

MTA will continue to maintain and use these tracks until at least 2013, after which time DPR is 

planning to lease the ROW from the MTA for the purpose of creating another segment of 

greenway that will connect to that of the current proposal. Eventually the goal is to have the 

greenway continue along the waterfront of the Harlem River, connecting to other existing and 

proposed greenways further to the south.

To convert the portion of the ROW into a functioning bicycle/pedestrian greenway, DPR expects 

to construct a new sub-base with a paved surface and trim away the overgrown vegetation that 

currently blocks the path. Access to the greenway will be by ramps connecting the trail to street 

level at West 230th Street, West 234th Street, and West 238th Street. The greenway will include an 

eight-foot-wide bikeway and a four-foot-wide walkway (a total of 12-feet in width). Both sides 

of the pathway would be planted. The proposed project is anticipated to be completed by 2012. 

The affected agencies and utilities were polled on November 24, 2008. No agencies expressed 

any objections to the proposal. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

This application (C 090196 MMX) was reviewed pursuant to the New York State Environmental 

Quality Review Act (SEQRA), and the SEQRA regulations set forth in Volume 6 of the New 

York Code of Rules and Regulations, Section 617.00 et seq., and the City Environmental Quality 

Review (CEQR) Rules of Procedure of 1991 and Executive Order No. 91 of 1977. The 

designated CEQR Number is 08DPR004X. The lead is the Department of Parks and Recreation. 

After a study of the potential environmental impact of the proposed action, a Negative 
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Declaration was issued on February 13, 2009. 

UNIFORM LAND USE REVIEW

This application (C 090196 MMX), was certified as complete by the Department of City 

Planning on August 9, 2010, and was duly referred to Community Board 8 and the Borough 

President of The Bronx in accordance with Title 62 of the Rules of the City of New York, 

Section 2-02(b).

COMMUNITY BOARD PUBLIC HEARING

Community Board 8 held a public hearing on this application (C 090196 MMX) on October 12, 

2010, and on that day, by a vote of 33 to 2, with 0 abstentions, adopted a resolution 

recommending approval of the application. 

BOROUGH PRESIDENT RECOMMENDATION

This application (C 090196 MMX) was considered by the Borough President of The Bronx, who 

issued a recommendation approving the action on November 16, 2010.  

CITY PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING

On, November 17, 2010 (Calendar No. 1), the City Planning Commission scheduled December 

1, 2010 for a public hearing on this application (C 090196 MMX). The hearing was duly held on 

December 1, 2010 (Calendar No. 8).

There were nine speakers in favor of this application, including neighborhood residents and 

representatives from Bike New York and Transportation Alternatives. Two of these nine 

speakers were in favor conditionally, and there were none opposed. The two speakers who spoke 

conditionally in favor of the application, a representative of the Five Borough Bicycle Club and  

a professional transportation planner, requested that DPR remove the remaining wooden railroad 

ties, construct two separated pathways  for bicycles and pedestrians, provide a solid foundation 

for the pathway and commit to keeping the greenway open during night-time hours. 

A staff representative of the Department of Parks and Recreation spoke, describing the proposed 
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City Map amendment and the proposed greenway’s plans. There were no other speakers and the 

hearing was closed. 

CONSIDERATION

The City Planning Commission believes that this amendment to the City Map is appropriate. The 

Commission notes that Van Cortlandt Park, an important recreational resource in the north-west 

Bronx, is currently bisected by the stretch of ROW to be acquired by DPR and that this new park 

addition would knit the east and west sections of the park together. 

The Commission also notes that the proposed map amendment would create a new greenway to 

be enjoyed by pedestrians and bicycle enthusiasts.  The Commission believes that this greenway 

has the potential to become an important recreational resource, connecting the Bronx to over 40 

miles of trailways in Putnam County for use by bicyclists and hikers.  

The Commission acknowledges the recommendations of some of the speakers at the public 

meeting about the design of the proposed greenway. While the Commission recognizes that the 

application is for an amendment to the City Map and not for the review of a specific park design, 

the Commission is nevertheless pleased to note that the design recommendations were 

considered by the Department of Parks and Recreation, who responded in a Memorandum dated 

December 13, 2010,  stating that due to the age of the railroad ties, they pose no threat to the 

environment or to the public and that the Public Design Commission  requested that as many ties 

as possible be saved in order to preserve remaining elements of the rail line’s history. DPR 

further stated that a 16-foot-wide greenway path, comprising a 10-foot-wide asphalt path and 3-

foot-wide buffer areas along either side of the asphalt would have a soft surface suitable for 

runners. DPR’s design team believes that this layout will adequately accommodate the needs of 

different user groups, while minimizing potential conflicts. Regarding storm water runoff DPR 

noted that the greenway will be built on top of existing ballast (crushed stones upon which the 

railway tracks were laid) for the majority of its length allowing storm water runoff to drain on 

either side of the paved path. An elevated boardwalk will be installed in areas that are prone to 

flooding.  DPR noted that the greenway, as a park facility, will be subject to Van Cortlandt 

Park’s posted nightly curfew, requiring the park to close at 10:00 P.M. While the project design 
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is currently in development, DPR has agreed to present renderings and schematic design 

drawings of the project to Community Board 8 as soon as plans are ready. 

RESOLUTION

Therefore, the City Planning Commission, deeming the proposed amendment to the City Map 

and any related acquisition or disposition to be appropriate, adopts the following resolution: 

RESOLVED, that the City Planning Commission finds that the action described herein will have 

no significant impact on the environment; and be it further 

RESOLVED, by the City Planning Commission, pursuant to Sections 197-c and 199 of the New 

York City Charter, that based on the environmental determination and the consideration 

described in this report, the application (C 090196 MMX) for the amendment to the City Map 

involving:

� the establishment of a park running generally alongside the Major Deegan Expressway, 

between West 230th Street and Van Cortlandt Park South; and 

� the establishment of a park addition to Van Cortlandt Park, between Van Cortlandt Park 

South and The Bronx-Westchester County Line, 

including authorization for any acquisition or disposition of real property related thereto, in 

Community District 8,  Borough of The Bronx, in accordance with Map No. 13129, dated May 

21, 2010 and signed by the Borough President, is approved.

All such approvals being subject to the following condition: 

The subject amendment to the City Map shall take effect on the day following the day on 

which certified counterparts of Map No. 13129 are filed with the appropriate agencies in 

accordance with Section 198 subsection c of the New York City. 

The above resolution (C 090196 MMX), duly adopted by the City Planning Commission on 
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January 5, 2011 (Calendar No. 19), is filed with the Office of the Speaker, City Council and the 

Borough President, in accordance with the requirements of Section 197-d of the New York City 

Charter.

AMANDA M. BURDEN, FAICP, Chair 
KENNETH J. KNUCKLES, Esq., Vice Chairman 
ANGELA M. BATTAGLIA, RAYANN BESSER, IRWIN G. CANTOR, P.E.,
ALFRED C. CERULLO, III, BETTY Y. CHEN, MARIA M. DEL TORO,
RICHARD W. EADDY, ANNA HAYES LEVIN,  
SHIRLEY A. MCRAE, KAREN A. PHILLIPS, Commissioners
















