



































































































































































































































NYC DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING

Grand Central Subdistrict

Appendix C

Grand Central Terminal Preservation Work Items

The following list identifies discrete work
items that would fulfill the continuing
maintenance of the landmark obligation for
special permit transfers of development
rights from Grand Central Terminal. The
work items for all interior spaces except the
Suburban Concourse and the Oyster Bar are
taken from the Grand Central Master Plan
which does not cover these two areas.
Therefore, exterior work items and work
items in the Suburban Concourse and the
Oyster Bar are recommendations from
Landmarks Preservation Commission staff.

WORK ITEMS ROOM BY ROOM

Entrance Vestibule and Ramp

The central passageway into Grand Central,
located under the Park Avenue viaduct on 42nd
Street, consists of a vestibule with a ramped
floor that slopes from the street to the waiting
room. The vestibule, doors and entrance ramp
should be fully and meticulously restored by
cleaning, repairing, or replacing in kind all
historical features and by repainting the ceiling
and cornice. The platform along the east wall
should be removed to restore the original
geometry of the room. Shop windows and
doors should be restored to their original
condition. The dedicatory inscription on the
north wall is missing the letter "n". Original
ceiling light fixtures should be relamped,
cleaned and restored.

Waiting Room

The waiting room is the second largest volume
in the Terminal and is the most lavishly orna-
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mented. Currently, this space is undergoing
complete restoration with the exceptions of the
oak benches and their marble plinths. The
existing benches and plinths need to be re-
stored and new benches and plinths need to be
fabricated and returned to the waiting room.
Even a partial replacement of the benches
would strongly reinforce the character of the
room’s 1913 design.

Express Concourse

This is the largest and most prominent interior
space at Grand Central. In order to reclaim the
original grandeur of the Express Concourse, it
is recommended that the space be fully re-
stored including the following specific recom-
mendations:

Identify and repaint the original 1913 colors of
the plaster cornice, lunette pediments and orna-
mental plaster bands at the ceiling.

Identify original metal finishes; refinish win-
dows, window grilles, platform gates, and light
fixtures.

Poultice-clean and polish all marble.

Restore the imitation Caen stone after ascer-
taining the forces acting to cause the cracks.
Non-abrasively clean by tested methods with
special attention to salt and metal staining. It
may be impossible to repair badly damaged
blocks in situ because of their special coloring
and striated surfaces. Where damage is exten-
sive enough to be cosmetically unacceptable,
the entire block should be replaced with a
prefabricated replica of identical composition,
shape, and color,

Inactive cracks should be V-cut and tuck
pointed with thermally compatible mortar.
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The Opyster Bar Vestibule have also been
extensively remodeled. They were originally
very dramatic spaces which sliced through the
building. The original ramps should be re-
stored. The minor ramps survive in a better
state of preservation. They should be cleaned
and restored. Their flooring tiles should be
restored.

SUBURBAN CONCOURSE

This large space seems to be suffering from
water leaks. The source of the leaks should be
identified and contained. Decorative and plain
plasterwork should be repaired and restored.

Plasterwork including friezes, frets and ceiling
panels should be repainted in colors to match
the originals.

New lighting and conduits should be removed
from the ceiling and original lighting should be
restored.

Cracks in the terrazzo floors should be struc-
turally investigated and the terrazzo should be
restored to original appearance.

Rockwood ceramic wall panels should be
cleaned.

Marble walls and details including original
drinking fountain should be restored and
cleaned.

OYSTER BAR

The Guastavino tile ceilings should be exam-
ined, cleaned and restored. The red tile floor-
ing should also be restored. The original wood
and glass partitions and doors need to be
restored and repainted to match original condi-
tion. The original fixtures such as the marble
oyster bar and the chandeliers should be exam-
ined and restored. All plasterwork should be
examined, repaired and repainted.
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CAMPBELL APARTMENT

This small apartment which is currently used
by the terminal security force as an office
should be carefully examined and restored to
its original appearance and configuration.
Especially notable in the Campbell apartment
is the carved woodwork and the wall and
ceiling painted decoration.

EXTERIOR WORK ITEMS

Terminal’s roof, flashing, parapets, skylights,
roof drains and internal leaders should be in-
spected to ascertain that the building’s water--
shedding systems are functioning properly.
Leaks into the Terminal could potentially be
disastrous to the elaborate interior finishes.

The ornate bronze viaduct lampposts should be
found, restored, reproduced if necessary,
relamped and placed back in their original
positions on the viaduct.

Exterior stone masonry should be checked for
signs of deterioration or water penetration.
Re-point or dutchman patch as required.

Exterior metal marquees should be examined,
their original appearance and finish ascertained
and restored.

All entrance doors, door hardware, transoms
and accessory sidelights and side panels should
be examined and restored and returned as
closely as possible to original condition.

MECHANICAL SYSTEMS

All of the terminal’s mechanical systems, espe-
cially the steam pipes which provide heating,
should be replaced. Leaks from internal piping
has resulted in a great deal of damage to the
plaster and Caen stone surfaces. Grand Central
continues to support an enormous inefficient
grid of steam and hot water piping which once
supplied 22 buildings, but now serves only 13,




























































